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Editorial policy 

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley, 
Jill Craig, Audrey Davidenkoff, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Grahame 
Sibson and Andy Thomson. 

Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley 

Cover (‘Holly Berries’): Kenneth Salmon / Andy Thomson 

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 
February is typically a quiet time for Roundabout news, but within this issue 
there are some great pieces of news and a photo quiz to get you thinking. 

One of the Roundabout editors, Chris Brown, has decided to take a step 
back from the magazine to spend time with his growing family and to fit in 
his changing work commitments. On behalf of the Roundabout editorial and 
production team I would like to thank Chris for all the great work that he has 
put into the magazine. We have really enjoyed Chris’s enthusiasm and 
positive outlook both to editing the magazine and at production meetings. 
Thank you Chris – it has been a pleasure working with you. 

Janine Ainscow 

Parish council news 

Wishing you a happy and fabulous New Year from everyone at Woodhouse 
Parish Council.  

New parish office  

The hub of the administrative life of the parish is now open. Gordon and I 
are settling in well. Pop in and see us to discuss any needs or issues within 
our two villages. Access to the office is from the foyer of the village hall. I 
will be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday mornings plus other times 
during the week. The parish office number is (01509) 891 299.  

Village hall bookings  

Our halls are starting to get booked up for 2020. The booking system now 
allows you to book 18 months in advance by going to our website: 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk. All venues have great amenities for 
events such as meetings, parties, group gatherings, exhibitions, shows and 
gigs. We look forward to assisting you with any booking enquiries you may 
have.  

Sand-less sandbags  

We have from Charnwood Borough Council 48 sand-less sandbags that are 
available for distribution. The sandbags are filled with absorbent material 
that expands upon contact with water. The bags need to be stored in a dry 
location and will need to be submerged for a few minutes in water before 
use. If your property has been affected by the recent floods and you would 
find some bags useful, please get in touch. Unfortunately, once the two 
boxes have been claimed Charnwood Borough Council are not supplying 
any more through parish councils, but you can order supplies online. 
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154 Bus service  

A public meeting was held on 13th January in response to CentreBus’s 
intention to cut out a number of our 154 weekday services. There was a lot 
of support at the meeting and for the time being the service will remain, but 
with some changes.. Timetables are at bus stops or online. Please do 
contact me with your views.  

Proposed new scout hut  

The parish council sub-committee met with the Woodhouse Eaves Scout 
Group to discuss progress and the outcome was positive. We are now 
moving into the next stage of establishing a new scout hut.  

Key-holders to open and close village halls  

We are looking to recruit a team of responsible individuals to work as key-
holders to our halls. The individuals will be paid a fee for providing 
occasional unlocking and locking of the buildings in the evenings and at 
weekends. If this is something you think is of interest to you, please contact 
me on the email address below.  

Next meetings: Monday, 3rd February and Monday, 2nd March at 6.45pm 
in the village hall. All welcome. Agendas and minutes are on our website at: 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk  For any queries or information 
required please email: clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk  

Emma Crowe, Clerk to the Parish Council 

News in brief 

MBE for Woodhouse resident 

Manjit Darby, Director of Nursing and Quality NHS England Central 
Midlands, has been honoured in the Queen’s New Year awards for services 
to Nursing and Patient Care.  

Manjit started her nurse training in Leicester in 1984. Since then she has 
worked locally in a wide variety of roles without ever losing sight of her 
humble beginnings. Manjit was named in the Health Service Journal as one 
of the top 50 black and minority ethnic leaders in the country in 2014.  

She told us: ‘I am delighted to accept this honour with thanks to the many 
hard-working and dedicated colleagues who make working in the NHS so 
worthwhile. As a British Asian woman I am particularly proud to have been 
part of the amazing contribution made by nurses from all over the world to 
the NHS where they care for, protect and support the most vulnerable 
people in society.’ 
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Manjit and her family are very excited about their trip to the palace to collect 
her Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) honour in the Spring.  

Rod Darby 

Maplewell Road appeal hearing outcome 

The appeal decision for the Planning Inspectorate hearing that was held in 
the Parish Hall on 1st and 2nd October 2019 has been announced. The 
appeal was made by JK Land Ltd against the decision of Charnwood 
Borough Council to deny planning permission for the development of land at 
the top of Maplewell Road. The hearing was very well attended by residents 
who were keen to support the council’s decision (see Roundabout 

December 2019 / January 2020). 

The appeal was dismissed because it is contrary to a 
number of local and national polices. ‘The proposal 
would cause substantive and significant harm to the 
character and appearance of the landscape and the 
setting of Woodhouse Eaves.’ More details and the 
full Planning Inspectorate report can be found on the 
Charnwood Planning portal. 

Editor 

Damehood for Woodhouse Eaves resident 

Sue Campbell, Baroness of Loughborough and resident of Woodhouse 
Eaves was appointed Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire 
(DBE). 

Sue Campbell is one of the most influential people in the history of British 
sport. She has worked across the spectrum of sport - as an administrator, 
PE teacher, lecturer, junior international pentathlete and senior international 
netball player - and has represented her country as a player, coach and a 
team manager. 

She was the Chief Executive and Chair of the Youth Sport Trust for 21 
years, leading a national network of schools working to improve the quality 
and quantity of physical education and school sport for all young people. 
From joining UK Sport in 2003, until her final term as Chair ended in 2013, 
she oversaw transformational change in the elite sporting system. She 
changed it, culturally and financially, into the driving force behind the UK’s 
outstanding medal success.  

The incredible performances by Team GB and Paralympics GB at London 
2012 were the result of the visionary approach that was designed and 
delivered under her leadership. She secured unprecedented increases in 
the funding for Summer and Winter Games and presided over a rapid rise 

‘Well done Woodhouse 

Eaves,’ poster on Mill 

Road. 
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in medal success in the Summer Olympics, moving Team GB from tenth in 
the medal table with 30 medals in Athens 2004, to third on the medal table 
and 65 medals at our critical home Games in London 2012.  

She also led a step change in support for the bidding and hosting of major 
events, including successful bids for World and European Championships 
in Athletics and Cycling. She has always provided inspiration for women 
competing and working in sport.  

As the current Director of Women’s Football at The FA she is championing 
the professionalism and profile of women’s football, launching the 
Gameplan for Growth and securing the Barclays sponsorship deal of the 
Women’s Super League. She played a major role in the success of the 
England team at the recent World Cup, including appointing Phil Neville 
and raising the public profile of the Lionesses. Source: New Year’s Honours 
2020 – High Awards. 

‘I feel very grateful and it’s a reflection of all the hard work an awful lot of 
people have put in to women's football and my life in sport generally,’ she 
said to BBC Sport 27th December 2019. 

Editor 

Awards for The Café Next Door 

The Café Next Door scooped two awards at the 
Leicestershire Promotions 2019 Tourism and Hospitality 
Awards – winning the category of ‘Best Leicestershire 
Breakfast’ and being commended in ‘Best Afternoon 
Tea’. The awards are on display at the café (see photo 
left). On winning the title of ‘best breakfast’, Stuart Yates 
commented: ‘We were delighted to win after being ‘highly 
commended’ in the category last year; it was a testament 
to all our hard work and diligence throughout the year.’ 

Editor 
Wheelchairs available to borrow 

The Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbour Scheme (GNS) 
has successfully launched a community wheelchair scheme. The GNS has 
four wheelchairs for short-term loan to people in the parish. One wheelchair 
is set aside for using at appointments and the other three are available to 
borrow for up to six weeks (there is no fee to borrow any of the 
wheelchairs). Some of the situations in which a wheelchair would be 
available to use include: attending hospital appointments, social occasions, 
or even with loss of mobility following an accident or injury. Please see the 
GNS advert on p.18 for contact details and any further assistance. 

Miranda Brookes 
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New Year 5 teacher at St Paul’s school 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of the parents and members of the local 
community for making me feel very welcome at St Paul’s Church of England 
Primary School. Starting a teaching post during an academic year is never 
easy for either the children or me. However, the support I have received has 
made this transition to teaching the Year 5 class smooth and enjoyable.  

This is my sixth year of teaching and the saying ‘every day is a school day’ 
has never rung so true – learning new names, routines, expectations as 
well as trying to bring experience gained from my previous school to St 
Paul’s. 

I studied Primary Education at the 
University of Derby, specialising in 
Humanities. The first five years of 
my career were spent working in a 
Derbyshire junior school teaching 
Years 3, 4 and 5. During the time 
teaching in Derbyshire, I led 
Physical Education, Science and 
Computing. At St. Paul’s I am 
responsible for leading Physical 
Education and Computing and plan 
to ensure that these subjects are 
regarded highly and support the 
children as they grow up and head 
out into the wider world. 

Outside of school, I have a young family; a daughter of two and a half and 
twins arriving within the next few months. We enjoy walking in Bradgate 
Park and visiting the many soft play centres within the area. I am a football 
referee, operating at the semi-professional rung of the footballing pyramid. I 
plie my trade within the National League, as well as the Southern and 
Northern Premier Leagues. I apologise now to any Loughborough Dynamo 
fans that may have been upset, by my decision making, in the past! I am 
also a keen runner, and enjoy taking part in the daily mile at school, with the 
aim of doing as many laps as I can. I annually take part in the Rothley 10k 
running race, though each year it seems to get harder!  

I look forward to getting to know the local community as I establish myself in 
Woodhouse Eaves. I aim to support and further develop St Paul’s school in 
the areas I lead, as well as making a difference to all the children in school.  

Mr Gareth Davis 

Mr Davis outdoors with Year 5 students at St 

Paul’s school. 
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St Paul’s Church 2019 shoe box appeal for The Y in Leicester  

It is with the greatest pleasure that I am able to reveal that 86 shoeboxes 
were collected by the congregation of St Paul’s Church and people within 
the village community. These have been delivered safely to their 
destination, The Y in Leicester. It is almost unbelievable that we punched 
through our target of 35 in 2018 to achieve this magnificent amount. 

The PCC of St Paul’s thanks you all so much and is humbled by the 
warmth, generosity and goodwill shown. 

Reverend Lisa Temperley-Barnes 

The Y is a charity whose main focus is to help support children and young people who 
are homeless. Ed. 

What I love about my village  

This month’s cover photo is an entry from the competition run in 
Roundabout December 2019/January 2020. The creative photograph was 
taken by Kenneth Salmon. If you still have a copy of the previous issue of 
Roundabout at home please feel free to submit artwork to 
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk by Monday, 10th February. We will 
be featuring more entries over the coming months. 

Editor 

Editor needed 

The editorial team (Jill and Janine) would like the help of a third editor. This 
would involve editing from one to three issues a year. Please contact 
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk if you are interested in helping out.  

Editor 

Bus service proposed cuts 
Around 130 people turned out to voice their concerns at a public meeting 
held on 13th January. Many more people had written to the authorities to 
say how they would be affected if the bus company proposals to reduce the 
service went ahead. From an hourly service each way, CentreBus had 
applied to run just one bus each way on weekday mornings and afternoons 
– to coincide only with popular school journey times. This left incoming 
village staff and outgoing workers with the challenge of finding another way 
to and from work. Other groups would also be adversely affected, including 
shops and services, which are reliant on both customers and staff arriving 
by bus. 

The Woodhouse Parish Council Chair introduced the Leicestershire County 

and Charnwood Borough Councillors and the area director of CentreBus. 
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Both councillors had been contacted by many people concerned about the 

reduction to the bus service and had promised to make sure their concerns 
were voiced. The last bus through the parish each day is already subsidised 

by Leicestershire County Council (LCC), as is the unaffected Saturday 

service. It would help to have the current timetable supported until a longer-

term solution is found. 

Running costs 

The CentreBus director was rigorously questioned and then explained how 

the system works. All bus services are commercial – councils are not 

allowed to run them – so have to be profitable to stay in business. The 154 
route could be used more than at present, but what hits the company hard 

is how the bus pass funds are paid to them. Instead of CentreBus receiving 

the full fare that a pass user would have paid, the Government only hands 

out ‘a notional adult fare’ and this goes to LCC, who deduct 40% for 
administration, leaving the bus company with around half of the ‘notional’ 

fare, which might not cover the full cost of the journey anyway. 

The bus company has also lost passengers in recent years and has 
recently run at a higher cost because of the long-running road closures in 

Woodhouse Eaves and Swithland, and roadworks in Leicester City, all of 

which cause delays and unreliable timetabling. CentreBus needs to do 

something to stay in business. On top of this, it is hard to recruit drivers. 
The rural bus route is challenging and rural bus services are problematic 

across the country. 

Temporary solution 

County councillor Deborah Taylor has since spoken to relevant colleagues 

and a new timetable has been issued with some changes to timings and a 

small change to the stops in Cropston. A long-term solution is still required. 

The agencies that can improve matters are central Government, whose 
legislation prevents other kinds of organisation from running their own 

scheduled bus services; the Government’s Traffic Commissioner, who 

approves routes, timetables and licences; and the LCC, who administer the 

bus pass funds.  

Take the bus 

The most important and immediate partial solution is for all of us to ‘Think 

Bus’ before we make a journey. Climate change and pollution alone should 

make us more aware than ever about choosing public transport if possible. 

www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/ for Leicestershire and www.traveline.info/ 
for the East Midlands can help plan a journey. Timetables are at all of the 
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bus stops. The CentreBus timetable is online at www.centrebus.info/bus-

services/leicestershire/154/, although the diversion around Swithland is 
currently making the times a little later than published. 

If you want to contribute ideas that might help please get in touch with 
Emma Crowe at clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk who will pass them 
on to our volunteers. 

Without the support of those who attended the public meeting or took the 
time to write to local authorities we would not still have a regular bus 
service. We will carry on working to find a sustainable solution to village 
buses, knowing that the new Government’s manifesto promised to support 
them. So do write to our MP with your views on what they might do. 

Ann Humphries 

The Baptist Church – past, present and future 

You may have noticed, or heard on the grapevine, that just over a year ago 
we elected new leaders at the Baptist Church on Main Street, Gareth Ayling 
and Kay Young. As a result, the church is getting a new lease of life with 
Kay making new blinds and curtains and covering chairs, while the rest of 
us have cleared rooms, painted and decorated.  

Past 

Some of the members have been around since the days when Stan Hollins 
moved to Maplewell Road with his young family of four daughters. The 
church under his leadership became a hub of activity and spiritual renewal, 
and people from the church have moved far and wide taking that legacy 
with them. In fact, Stan’s eldest daughter Ruth has just retired to Cornwall 
from her role as a vicar in Kent. Stan’s wife, Doris, was part of the original 
group who started the very successful ‘seniors’ lunch’, which is still going 
strong on the first Thursday of each month, over 40 years later. 

In the 1960s a hall was added to the back of the old church. This was 
named the ‘Lounge’ to indicate its purpose of being a place like home. It is 
now best known for the excellent ‘Little Owl Pre-school’, which meets there 
each morning. The Lounge is also used to host our informal weekly Sunday 
Morning Worship and two monthly events, the Lunch and the Ark. 

In the 1980s dry-rot was found in the old balcony, and there was also a 
need for more space. This resulted in the design and construction of the 
current church with its tiered seating to accommodate the slope. Over the 
intervening years there have been many excellent events and activities at 
the church, but the building has become in need of some TLC. 
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Present 

We have made a start on renovations 
over the past year and can now offer 
lovely spaces for hire (see ad. p.16). 
These complement the three village 
halls and rooms available in other 
village churches. The improvements 
have included the areas used by the 
Little Owl Pre-school. Other groups 
have rented the facilities, such as 
language groups, an antenatal group 
and a healthy eating group. If you would like to look at the rooms that are 
available to book, please get in touch with me on rmb52uk@gmail.com 

Future 

One venture we would like to invite you to is called 
‘Open Door’ held on the third Thursday of each month 
from 2.00-4.00pm. As well as offering an organised 
activity, Open Door is a chance for the village 
community to use the facilities, meet up with friends 
for a coffee in the foyer or inner hall, or even drop in 
with other parents to use the upper room, where 
children can play while you make yourself a drink.  

If you have a skill or hobby to offer, please talk to us 
about possibly sharing this at an ‘Open Door’ session. 
In November we held a very successful Christmas 
wreath-making session, then in January my husband 
Robert gave a talk about researching your family 
history. Future activities include knitting,  learning to 
crochet, sharing recipes and food samples, origami 
and Japanese phrases. See ‘What’s on’ for details of 
February’s Open Door event. 

We recently found some old church magazines while helping Mary Cox, a 
long-time member, to move into sheltered housing. There are articles in 
them talking about Stan Hollins’ vision to use the building as a place of 
‘caring and sharing,’ and of ‘teaching and learning’. At the opening of the 
new church building in 1982 it was described as a ‘village church centre, 
serving the local community.’ We hope the present and the future continue 
to be a realisation of this vision. 

Ruth Bushnell (Booking Secretary) 

The Baptist Church rooms have been 

given a new lease of life. 

Open Door event held 

in December to make 

Christmas wreaths. 
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Taking plastic-free to the next level 

Happy New Year to everyone! We are really excited for what 2020 is going 

to bring in terms of new developments in legislation for the climate change 
and plastic-free agenda. Here in the village we are also really excited about 

two new ventures.  

An online presence 

We are proud to launch the group website 
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk. The website is a 

resource for all residents who want to do more to 

reduce their use of plastic or who are keen to get 
involved with group activities such as the Terracycle 

recycling scheme. It gives ideas for swaps you could 

make in the home and garden, gives information on 

local and online suppliers that we have used and a 
round-up of the events we have been to or hosted. 

All the items collected at the Terracycle collections 

are also listed www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/terracycle-

with-us. If there is something you would like to see 
on the site, please do let us know.  

Windmill logo ‘Recycle, 

Reduce, Reuse, Rethink’ 

from the Woodhouse 

Eaves Plastic Free 

Group’s newly launched 

website. 
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‘Plastic-free community’ status 

Woodhouse Eaves has also now been registered 
as a Surfers Against Sewage Plastic Free 
Village. There are several objectives that have to 
be met over the next year in order to achieve 
‘approved status’ and we are pleased that we 
are doing many of these already. Over the next 
year, there will be plenty of community activities 
that everyone can participate in to spread 
awareness and understanding of the issues 
involved. Please look out for more information 
here in the Roundabout as the year goes on. 

It has been really pleasing to see how popular 
the Morsbags have been in the Spa and at 
Woodhouse Agora. If you have any unwanted 
fabric please message me for collection (Gemma 

07960 787998). Old curtains, faded duvets, out of fashion table cloths will 
all be gratefully received. Those 1960s curtains might not be any use in the 
house anymore, but they make a fantastic retro reusable bag! If you want to 
join us for a sewing session get in touch. We need people to iron, cut and 
sew so a machine is not necessary.  

Gemma Andrews 

Friends at The Brand 

The last meeting of the Friends for this year took place at The Brand, 

Woodhouse Eaves, on 17th November, and was hosted by Colonel and Mrs 

Martin. The house is situated at the end of a longish drive just outside 
Woodhouse, and is nestled shyly amid a grove of trees. It was built in 1875 

for the Ellis family. They, however, found it was too inconvenient for their 

interests in Leicester, so in 1888 they rented it to the Martin family. 

The Martins had resided in Anstey at a house named Anstey Pastures for 
over 400 years. However, Robert Frewen Martin, the then owner of Anstey 

Pastures, was suffering from ill-health, and as Anstey was being engulfed 

by the city, he had decided that The Brand was more suited to his condition. 
He finally bought the property, together with some cottages, from the Ellis 

family in 1892 for £11,000. One must ask – where could you get a property, 

save perhaps a rabbit hutch, for such a sum today? 

In 1875 Robert Martin had founded the Mountsorrel Granite Company; his 

sons inherited the concern and between the wars the company had 

The plastic-free group signed 

up in December 2019 to the 

Surfers Against Sewage 

‘Plastic Free Village’ status. 

The group will work towards 

the objectives during 2020 to 

reach an ‘approved’ status. 

There are currently only 660 

communities in the UK that 

have this accreditation. 
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prospered; so much so, in fact, that the Martin family was able to assist in 

finance for the old Loughborough College – now the university – and in 
Bradgate Park. The present owner is the 23rd generation of Martins to live 

in the shire, so the internet tells me. 

Unfortunately, due to the weather, there was no parking available at the 
house; members had to park along the road and walk the drive to reach the 

house (a shuttle service was arranged for those who were not able to walk). 

On the walk one could admire three highland cows in an adjacent field. At 

the front hall we were greeted by a glass of wine. Members slowly spread 
out into sitting rooms; small groups stood for a while and then sat down. 

Much chatting then took place.  

Then it was lunch time. In the dining room was a large table bowed under a 
lavish spread. It was so large that members often went round twice, though 

I admit I did not make a study of this. At the end there was still food on the 

dishes. All too soon it was time to go. We thanked Colonel and Mrs Martin 

for their hospitality, took the walk down the drive and, feeling suitably 
refreshed, set off for home. 

Dr D McNeil 

Christmas extravaganza 
Members of Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute braved wet and windy 
weather on 18th December to attend the last meeting of 2019. It was worth 
it! We were treated to an evening of festive fun, including a bumper raffle, 
magnificent ‘bring a dish’ buffet supper, mulled wine or fruit juice and a 

competition for the prettiest parcel. 

Our speaker, Jo Golby, introduced herself as a 
lady’s maid in the days of Queen Victoria. As 
such, she would have accompanied her 
ladyship on all outings, whether to Harrods for 
Christmas shopping or on visits to the poor 
and needy, and would have been involved in 
many aspects of preparing a stately home for 
the Christmas celebrations. Such preparations 
would have started well before December, with 
a vast amount of meat and poultry to be killed, 
skinned, plucked and hung.  

A Victorian Christmas dinner 

The upper classes did not consider potatoes, carrots and parsnips to be 
worthy of the Christmas feast because such vegetables could be grown by 

Jo Golby, the speaker at the 

December meeting. 
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the humblest farm worker, who might have been able to catch a rabbit or 
pigeon if the ban on poaching had been temporarily lifted by the lord of the 
manor.  

At the other end of the social scale, Christmas dinner would last from one to 
five o’clock in the afternoon and would consist of around fifteen courses. 
Desserts would be served from a marble table at one end of the dining 
room, packed with ice brought from the estate’s icehouse. The centrepiece 
might be a huge pineapple, extremely costly as it would have been grown in 
a specially heated glass house, which would be served thinly sliced at the 
end of the meal to cleanse the palate. 

The art of gift-giving 

Gifts for adults would have been 
bought and wrapped – one of the jobs 
of the lady’s maid. There was no 
sticky tape, so pins held the paper in 
place before string or ribbon was used 
to secure the parcel. Wrapping paper 
was expensive and would have been 
reused many times – a habit many of 
us are adopting again to minimise the 
impact of our celebrations.  

Children’s gifts were not wrapped, but 
would be hung on the Christmas tree 
and distributed after church on 
Christmas Day morning. Presents for 
upper-class children were intended to 
be fun, but also to help children learn skills needed in adult life – a doll to 
learn how to dress and do one’s hair, lead soldiers to learn about warfare, a 
rocking horse to learn how to balance and so be able to sit on a real horse 
correctly.  

Charity at Christmas 

Some ladies of the manor, such as Daisy Warwick of Warwick Castle, were 
very conscious of their status and wanted to be seen to be charitable. All 
estate workers received a Christmas gift, such as an oil lamp or stone hot 
water bottle, while children received a pair of knitted stockings. One of the 
stockings would be rolled up and put in the toe of the other, perhaps with a 
piece of fruit and a very small coin. The lady’s maid would have helped to 
knit the stockings, along with socks and balaclavas for the Crimean War at 
the request of Queen Victoria herself. 

Jean Bowley surrounded by Christmas gifts. 



22 Roundabout  February 2020  
  



 Roundabout  February 2020 23 

Greetings card customs 

Christmas cards were sent in Victorian times, but only by the very wealthy, 
because coloured card was very expensive. Cards were like postcards, with 
a picture on one side and a message and the address on the other. No 
envelopes were used as postage costs depended on weight. It was 
customary to send cards only to those people you would not see, and the 
picture was carefully chosen so that it meant something to the recipient. In 
1843 the halfpenny postal system was introduced and sending cards 
became more popular with the middle classes. 

At the end of the evening, members received their programme detailing 
what has been planned for WI meetings in 2020, which promises to be an 
educational and entertaining year. Watch this space! 

Judith Harrison 

February in the cottage garden 

We’ve reached February and winter is dragging on, or so it seems. The 
days may still be dreary and cold, but there are positives to be found. For a 
start, February is the shortest of the months, which is a plus in itself. 
However, the real positives are to be found in the small things – small, but 
after months of dark and bleak days, quite powerful: the first catkins on a 
walk, snowdrops, aconites and hellebores, tiny flowers that shine out of the 
earth like little jewels. Perhaps for this very reason they gladden the heart 
and turn our heads spring-ward.  

Any pruning and bare-root planting should be done by the end of the month. 
I also like to finish mulching the borders by February. Any perennials left 
through the winter can also be cut back now, as well as perennial grasses. 
This is the month to buy seed potatoes. While it is not necessary to chit* 
main crop varieties, first and second early potatoes will benefit from chitting 
as this aids speedier development, making them ready to harvest a couple 
of weeks earlier than non-chitted potatoes.  

*Chitting means encouraging each potato to develop a tuber at the end by placing each 
one upright in something like an egg box and putting them in a sunny, frost-free place 
for four to eight weeks before planting out. 

Gardening in wet conditions 

Overall it has been a harsh winter; not in terms of temperature, but because 
of rain. Unprecedented wet weather during autumn and the first half of 
winter caused terrible flooding in many parts of the country; even our own 
village and neighbouring areas weren’t exempt. Because of these unusual 
circumstances I thought I’d devote most of this month’s article to looking at 
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how the wet might have affected our gardens and how best to cope with it 
going into spring.  

Flash flooding after a heavy downpour rarely harms garden plants in the 

long run, but if your garden has been flooded for any length of time or there 

has been a build-up of water and your garden has become waterlogged, 
there are some things you can do to alleviate the problem. Signs that a 

plant is waterlogged are yellowing of the leaves (some will drop their 

leaves), wilting (as if the plant is actually short of water), dark or black roots, 

perennial plants that fail to sprout shoots in spring, and stunted growth. 

Things you can do 

Avoid working or treading on the soil until it is workable to prevent 

compaction and making things worse. This also applies to lawns that have 
been flooded or become overly wet. Applying a balanced fertiliser in spring 

followed by deep mulch will help the soil recover. Remove damaged shoots 

from any plants you think might have been affected. Those too far gone 

must be taken out. If your lawn has been under water or become 
waterlogged, aerating it will help to improve drainage and will add air into 

the soil, which will improve the conditions for the grass roots to live in. 

Follow this with a spring feed.  
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We would like to hope that the wet conditions this winter are a one-off and 

not likely to become the norm. However, if the weather continues to bring 
more rain, conditions in our gardens could change. There are some things 

you can do to pre-empt the problems wet weather can bring. Build a pond 

or plant a bog garden in a particularly wet area of the garden. Dig ditches to 

divert runoff. Build raised beds that will drain and warm up faster. Choose 
more water-tolerant plants such as marsh marigold, willow, dogwood and 

lilies and irises. Grow more plants in containers. Although container plants 

are dependent upon you for their welfare, you have more control over the 

conditions they live in.  

Whatever the state of your garden at the end of winter, let’s not despair. 

Nature is resilient and with the lengthening of the days and the warming of 

the soil new life will emerge in our gardens and begin the cycle of growth all 
over again. 

Jo Poultney 

How well do you know your village? 
The four photos on the next page have been taken around Woodhouse 
Eaves. Can you work out where they were taken? The answers can be 
found on the inside back cover.  
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Need a clue? All of the photographs were taken from Main Street.  
Stella Blay 

Photo 1. Photo 2.  

Photo 3. 

Photo 4. 
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Forthcoming events 

Baptist church’s new initiative 

On the third Thursday of each month from 2.00-4.00pm the Baptist Church 

will be holding an Open Door event: 19th March sharing favourite recipes, 

including some to sample; 16th April learning the art of origami as well as a 

few phrases in Japanese. See ‘What’s on’ for February’s event.   
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Codeword 

A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help 
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson). 
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The last word 

Bananas are berries  

You may be surprised to find that 
strawberries — the delicious red 
fruits with ‘berries’ literally in the 
name — aren't officially berries. 

The technical definition of a berry is 
‘a fleshy fruit produced from a single 
ovary.’ If you're not too familiar with 
botany, this definition probably isn't 
helpful, but keep reading... 
Strawberries are ‘accessory fruits,’ 
meaning the flesh that surrounds the 
seed doesn’t actually come from the 
plant's ovaries, but from the ovaries’ 
receptacle. (By the way, raspberries 
aren’t really berries either.) 

So if strawberries and raspberries 
have been masquerading as berries 
all this time and they’re not, what 
even is a berry? Well a berry has 
three layers of flesh: the exocarp (the 
outer skin), mesocarp (the flesh in 
the middle), and endocarp (the 
innermost part that holds the seeds). 

Guess what has all those layers? 
The yellow-peeled, white fleshed, 
seed-carrying banana. 

Berries also must have two or more 
seeds, and their fruit must develop 
from a flower with one ovary. Once 
again, the banana ticks all those 
boxes. And, weirdly, so do the 
tomato, aubergine, kiwi and pepper. 

So in conclusion, bananas are 
berries, strawberries and raspberries 
are not, and you will never again 
know peace in the fruit and veg aisle. 
From www.howstuffworks.com  

Body temperature 

The knowledge that our bodies are 
supposed to be 37°C may be 
outdated. Studies of body 
temperature records going back to 
1860 suggest the body temperature 
of the average U.S. man has 
dropped by 0.6°C. This may be due 
to lower levels of inflammation, 
thanks to antibiotics, vaccines, and 
improved water quality. From 
www.sciencemag.org  

Are Holland and the Netherlands 
the same place? 

When you hear the word Holland, 
you probably envision brightly 
coloured tulips, winding canals, 
windmills, cheese and even clogs. 

You also might think that Holland is 
its own country. But, technically, 
you'd be wrong. In reality, Holland 
makes up just two of 12 provinces of 
the Netherlands (North [Noord] and 
South [Zuid] Holland). From 
www.howstuffworks.com  

Holland makes up just two of the provinces 

in all of the Netherlands.  
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Contributions to Roundabout 

We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do 
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s 
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words. 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although 
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome. 

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note 
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details 
and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not 
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and 
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below. 

Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may 
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event. We 
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the 
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

 

Photo quiz answers  

Photo 1: Corner of Main Street and Rawlins Close.  

Photo 2: Wind vane on the village hall. 

Photo 3: Lamp at the entrance to the Bulls Head car park. 

Photo 4: Badge on the gate post to the playing field. 

 

Codeword Solution 

 



 

What’s on in February 

 

Check for more local event details on these websites: 
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
    www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html 

Sat 1st  9.30-
2.30 

Ramblers Melton Mowbray group: 
moderate 9-mile walk with pub lunch 
at the end. Martin (07969) 669 230 

Village Hall 

Sat 1st  10.00-
12.00 

Plastic-free group’s monthly collection 
of ‘difficult to recycle’ items. 

Village Hall car 
park 

Mon 3rd  6.45 Parish Council and King George’s 
Field charity meetings 

Village Hall 

Sat 8th 2.00-
4.00 

Leather Purse Making workshop to 
make a hand-stitched Italian leather 
purse. 

Home of 
Handmade, 
£35 

Mon 10th  7.30 Local History Group: ‘Leicester’s water 
supply,’ by Martin Speight 

Methodist 
Church,  
visitors £4 

Wed 12th  7.30 LRWT: ‘Trees as habitat and living 
things,’ talk by Helen Exley 

Village Hall 
LRWT £2.50, 
visitors £3  

Sat 15th  2.00-
4.30 

Cake decoration workshop. Learn to 
decorate mini cakes with cake maker 
Amy Grech from Amy Bakes. 

Home of 
Handmade, 
£35 

Mon 17th 7.30 Friends of Charnwood Forest: ‘Lady 
Jane Grey’s House? The Archaeology 
of Bradgate House,’ by Peter Liddle  

Village Hall, 
visitors £3 

Wed 18th  7.00 Lent Bible Study Course: ‘Find True 
Contentment,’ first of ten sessions, see 
ad. p.27 for details of future dates. 

St Paul’s 
Church, free 

Wed 19th  7.30 WI: ‘A magical history tour,’ by The 
Right Reverend Peter Fox 

Village Hall, 
visitors £4 

Thu 20th  2.00-
4.00 

Open Door: ‘Bring your knitting & learn 
to crochet.’ All welcome, refreshments 
avail. Ruth weebc1@gmail.com 

Baptist Church, 
free 

Tue 25th 6.15 

Talk at 
7.00 

Shrove Tuesday ‘Christian spirituality 
through the art of WH Titcomb,’ by Rev 
David Leese. See ad. p.25 

Baptist Church, 
free 


