Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.
Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Joke De Winter, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, David McClelland,
Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Cover: Andy Thomson
Printing: Warwick Printing Company Ltd
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
The past year has been influenced by the ongoing risks of COVID-19, but
with the mass vaccination programme we have started seeing a cautious
return of in-person gatherings for our many and varied local groups.
With groups reconvening there is plenty of scope for fresh input – a chance
for new people to get involved. Several groups in the community are in
need of volunteers. In our busy world, it can be hard to imagine finding time
to volunteer, but without new volunteers then some groups and events will
struggle to keep going. Recent examples are the Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group and the Woodhouse Craft and
Horticultural Show. New input can turn a group around, for example, the
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute has come back from the brink of
collapse, with a thriving membership and a rich programme of events. Why
not give it a go?
Thinking ahead to 2022, I am looking forward to reading news about local
groups, and also news or stories from individuals who have accomplished
something worth sharing. We Brits can be a little backwards about
celebrating our successes, particularly on an individual level. If you know of
someone who has done something of interest then don’t hesitate to get in
touch with Roundabout. We would love to share your good news story. I am
also looking forward to 22nd February for the simple reason of its
palindromic date sequence.
On behalf of the Roundabout team, have a very merry festive season and a
happy New Year.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
Annual Parish Award
At the last Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
Mr Searancke (chairman) presented Mr John
Gillingham with the Annual Parish Award
2021. This was given in recognition of John’s
service to cricket in the village over the last 15
years and for all his hard work and
commitment.
The Annual Parish Award winner
for 2021 is John Gillingham.
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Remembrance Sunday parade
After the cancellation of last year’s Remembrance service and parade due
to COVID-19, it was great to have the parade back in situ for this year’s
Remembrance Sunday on 14th November. I would like to thank all of the
organisations who were involved and the marshals for making it a smoothrunning event.
New Scout and youth community building
The parish council and Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group are delighted to
have been granted planning permission for the Scout and youth community
building on the site of the existing village hall annexe. For more than two
years the Scout group have been working hard with the parish council to
establish a new home for the Scouts and as a group we have successfully
raised a considerable sum of money, but inevitably we will need more.
Early in the New Year the Scout group plan to have an open day to which
you are all invited. They will have a display showing the design of the new
building and illustrations of its use. This is a very exciting project and it will
benefit of the whole community, particularly the young in our village.
K6 footpath
Leicestershire County Council has agreed to pay the costs of the repairs to
the K6 footpath from Main Street leading down to the King George V field.
You will see that two areas of the footpath have been resurfaced.
Bookings administrator
The parish council is looking for a bookings administrator. Please see the
advert on page 16 if you are interested in finding our more about this role.
Safer Driving with Age (SAGE)
The Leicestershire County Council SAGE (Safer Driving with Age) scheme
is available for over 60s who would like a safer driving assessment. The
assessment is carried out by an experienced instructor and takes about an
hour to complete. There are no trick questions or unusual manoeuvres; it is
not a driving test. The assessment takes place in the person’s own car and
will start from a home address or a mutually convenient place.
The course costs £45 and includes the assessment, written feedback, and
any necessary guidance and advice. If you wish to take advantage of the
scheme and fit in this age bracket, you can book your assessment online at:
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/road-safety/safer-driving-withage-sessions You can also book by calling (0116) 305 7233 or by emailing
roadsafety@leics.gov.uk
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What’s on in the village halls
It is wonderful to see, after closure of the halls for COVID-19, how many
regular groups and customers we have restarting activities in our three
halls. It has been very difficult for them over the last 18 months. Below is a
list of the type of activities/groups that are using the halls during the autumn
and winter. Hopefully you will find something to interest you.
Baby Sensory,
Loughborough

Body Conditioning &
Pilates

Gentle & Dynamic Yoga
Flow

Beacon Players

Carillion Craft Group

Charnwood Art Group

Friends of the
Charnwood Forest

Language for Fun
French

Ulverscroft Camera
Club

Irish Dance

Rising Sun Karate

One Fit Mama

Tiny Talk

Relle Yoga

Rainbows & Guides

Tia Chi

Pilates

Women’s Institute (W.I.)

Woodhouse Eaves Art Leicestershire & Rutland
Group
Wildlife Trust

Yasmin Amber Dance

Zumba
If you wish to book one of the halls for a group activity, a weekend party or
an event, please visit our website
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/village-halls.html
Parish council meetings
Our next parish council meeting is on Monday, 6th December at 6.45pm
and will be held in the Village Hall, Woodhouse Eaves. All parishioners are
welcome. As a rule, we do not hold a parish council meeting in January. The
first meeting in 2022 will be on 7th February.
Please contact me with any news or issues at
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk alternatively, please phone the office
on (01509) 891 299.
On behalf of Woodhouse Parish Council, we would like to wish you all a
very happy Christmas and a very healthy and cheerful New Year.
Keep in touch on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/woodhouseparishcouncil
Emma Crowe, Clerk to the parish council
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Charnwood Borough Council news
Maplewell Road development
Further to my previous information about the appeal decision to allow the
development of up to 36 dwellings adjacent to Maplewell Road, I thought I
would write to the Secretary of State to ask for help and advice. I did ask
the Secretary of State to intervene in this case. I noted the areas of policy
that seemed to have a negative impact on this part of Woodhouse Eaves
village, which was outlined in the inspector’s decision notice. I was
surprised that the response to my request had been passed to the Planning
Inspectorate as the executive agency with the specialist remit for planning
appeals.
I would like to share with you two of the areas of interest included in the
reply:
In this appeal, for the reasons set out in the decision letter under ‘The
Planning Balance’, it was the judgement of the inspector that the identified
harms did not outweigh the benefits that derive from the delivery of 36
more dwellings in an area with significant shortfall, together with the
delivery of affordable units. With regard to your request for intervention:
The powers would be used only where the decision is judged to be grossly
wrong that damage would be likely to the wider public interest. In this
context, the Secretary of State will not be revoking the permission that has
been granted. Unless there is a successful High Court challenge, the
decision is final.

I know this decision has caused a considerable disappointment to many
residents, I too find it difficult to understand the final outcome. It does seem
that Charnwood Borough Council’s inability to demonstrate a five-year land
supply of housing made the difference this time in the decision making
process.
You may also be interested in this part of the reply:
Planning permission was granted in outline only with all matters except
access reserved for later consideration. Condition 1 attached to the
planning permission requires that details of the appearance, landscaping,
layout and scale (‘the Reserved Matters’) must be submitted to and
approved in writing by the council before any development takes place and
the development shall be carried out as approved.

I will keep you informed when this application is submitted to Charnwood
Borough Council.
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Loughborough business to run Outwoods Café
A Loughborough business will be the operator for the new café at the
Outwoods, which is being created as part of the new visitor centre.
Charnwood Borough Council can reveal that Olivia’s Coffee and Bakery
will be running the café in the Outwoods Visitor Centre. Work to convert
the former ranger’s cottage started earlier this year and following a
rigorous contract tendering process, the council has chosen Olivia’s Coffee
and Bakery.
The artisan bakery and eatery, which is owned by José Diaz, opened in
Market Street, Loughborough in 2018 and will be known to many residents
and visitors to the town. I understand it is hoped to open the café at the
Outwoods during November.
I know many local residents visit the Outwoods, especially when the
bluebells are in full bloom. The Outwoods is 110 acres of ancient woodland
and is one of the oldest surviving woodland sites in Charnwood. It is
designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest by Natural England, which
means it is protected by law to conserve its wildlife and geology.
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Veterans breakfast club
Charnwood Veterans Breakfast Club is back and is welcoming members,
new and old, to meet up for breakfast. Members meet at the Toby Carvery
on Forest Road Loughborough on the second Saturday every month
9.30am until 11.30am Family members and carers are also welcome to
come along. The group is friendly and are always looking to welcome new
members. Breakfast costs £5 with unlimited tea and coffee.
More information is available on the Charnwood Veterans Breakfast
Facebook group or call Victoria Coomber on 07540 454 838.
Charnwood Borough Council is committed to supporting the armed forces
personnel and veterans as part of the Armed Forces Covenant. A scheme
that encourages understanding and awareness of the issues affecting
veterans and their families within the local community, and promotes better
help and support for existing and ex-armed forces personnel and their
families.
More information about the covenant can be found on the Armed Forces
Covenant website.
Let’s Get Back campaign
Let’s get back to doing what we love in Charnwood. A campaign to highlight
Charnwood’s fantastic high streets, great attractions, top places to eat and
drink and outstanding open spaces has been launched by Charnwood
Borough Council. The campaign is encouraging people to support their local
area, businesses, and communities by taking time to go and visit them. The
council wants people to share what it is that makes Charnwood a great
place to live, visit and work in.
To share your thoughts of the best places to visit and why, search the
hashtag on Twitter #OurCharnwood; visit the council’s Facebook page
www.facebook.com/charnwoodbc If you have an event you would like the
campaign to share use the hashtag, tag in the council on social media or
email communications@charnwood.gov.uk Keep an eye out for the
campaign and get involved if you can. You can also visit,
www.charnwood.gov.uk/getback
Councillor David Snartt
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News in brief
Invitation to help create an even better place to live
Do you enjoy the outdoors and care about our living environment?
Maybe you have been inspired by recent climate debates, and feel you
would like to make an active local contribution?
If so, you may be interested in joining a team of like-minded volunteers who
are improving our parish environment and its biodiversity through a variety
of projects, such as:
1.

Preparing and sowing wildflower meadow areas

2.

Seasonal fruit tree pruning in our community orchard*

3.

Undergrowth control and bulb planting in public areas

4.

Tree and hedgerow planting and gap filling

5.

Planting a foraging trail*

6.

Maintaining the ‘butterfly border’ in the park

7.

Seasonal fruit picking and involvement in community events such as
Apple Day

8.

Recording the age and status of significant trees in our parish*

Help and guidance is available on all projects and *free training for some
projects (including fruit tree planting, pruning and grafting through the
Heritage Apple Project).
As projects depend on seasonal factors and resources, there is no regular
commitment. Simply reply to email call-outs confirming if you are able to
attend a session.
The New Year is a great time for new ventures, and we would love to
involve more people in our environmental projects so we can make more of
a difference in our locality.
If you would like to get involved and join our enthusiastic environmental
volunteer team, please reply to
environmental.warden@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk with your name
and email contact and I will get back to you with more details.
Children are very welcome, but are the responsibility of their parent/carer
and must be supervised at all times.
Cathy Schou, Woodhouse Parish Environmental Warden
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Interested in local history?
The Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves local history group is over 40 years
old, but has not met face to face for 18 months. It is in danger of folding if
we cannot recruit some new members to join the organising committee. We
need enthusiastic people, not experts in any particular field. Without your
support it is unlikely the group will reconvene. For further details please
contact Roger Berkeley by phone on (01509) 890 424 or email
rogerberkeley@btinternet.com
For a taster session of local history, please consider joining the Zoom call (for details
see ‘What’s on’) [ed].

Mark Temple

Roundabout needs you
Following last month’s call for volunteers here are some more details about
the skills that would be useful for each of the roles – we don’t need people
with experience of being ‘editors’ or ‘managers’ but we do need people with
an interest in the magazine and who are willing to find a small amount of
time to help out with its production. The more people on the team, the
lighter the commitment.
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Advertising manager
Do not be put off by the title – no management experience is needed. The
skills required are administrative, rather than marketing or selling. One of
the most important qualities you do need for this role is being well
organised. The main method of communication is email which needs to be
checked regularly, queries answered and the total number of adverts tallied
for each issue. The other part is working with the treasurer (Grahame) to
arrange invoicing and renewals.
Editor
First of all, it’s worth bearing in mind that no prior experience of editing is
needed. In this role you will need to be able to use the main features of
Word. If you are the sort of person with a keen eye, who cannot help
noticing how texts could be improved, see mistakes in punctuation,
grammar or style, then this could be the role for you. While becoming
familiar with the role, you will be fully supported by David and Janine. As a
team of editors we help each other with any random questions or concerns
that crop up while editing. Final checks of the text and a safety-net are
provided by our excellent proof-readers (Lynda and Val). Finally, don’t worry
about formatting the adverts and pictures because this is done at the
publishing stage (by our diligent team of Andy, Joke and Roger).
Secretary
In the simplest sense, this role is important for the production team
meetings, which happen every other month. You would need to prepare an
agenda to aid the smooth running of the meeting. The second part is taking
notes during the meeting and circulating minutes to the team with a
summary of the points discussed and any actions arising. If you like
organising events then the role can be extended to include the annual
‘thank you’ get together for the wider team of volunteers.
Janine Ainscow
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Autumn term and the approach of Christmas
The autumn term at St Paul’s CE Primary School has continued well, with
most seasonal events returning to the school calendar. Our Year 3 children
led a lovely Harvest service in church and we collected donations for the
Loughborough foodbank. The children have also enjoyed arts and crafts
with a bonfire and fireworks theme.
We have been able to welcome parents back into school, but we are limiting
this to one parent per household. Parents have attended ‘Golden Worship’,
to see their children receive awards on a Friday. We have also held our first
governors’ autumn address: setting out the structure and purpose of the
governing body and the priorities for the year ahead. We also plan to hold a
summer address, to highlight the successes of the year.
Children have taken part in a variety of sporting competitions, including
football (boys, girls and mixed) as well as dodgeball and cross-country.
We have achieved gold medals in the mixed Year 3/4 football and
cross-country, with a smattering of silver and bronze medals in other
disciplines too.
Our Christian value this half
term is ‘Hope’. This is very apt
for this time of year when the
children have so much to look
forward to. Our younger
children have already started
learning the words for their
Christmas nativity plays. The
older children are looking
forward to their carols,
Christmas tree trail and
Christmas parties. The Year 6
pupils will lead our Christingle Display at St Paul’s primary school with pictures of
service on the last day of term. pupils holding their messages of hope.
As a Church of England primary school, we are looking forward to lighting
the first candle on our advent crown and counting down the days until
Jesus’ birthday.
See p23 for news about work with the Plastic Free goup [ed].

Lisa Gilchrist, Head-teacher St Paul’s CE Primary School
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Christmas with fun, traditions and less waste
Christmas is a wonderful time for family get-togethers, treats and traditions.
However, there is no denying the waste that can go alongside the festive
season. There are loads of ways to reduce your waste this Christmas and it
won’t mean missing out on any of the sparkle.
Wrapping your gifts
Glittery, plastic covered paper
cannot be recycled – so steer clear
of that. Remember the scrunch test.
If it screws up and then pings back
into shape it is probably plasticcoated and cannot be recycled.
Instead, opt for brown paper
adorned with reusable ribbon or get
the children involved with some
stampers and potato printing.
Alternatively, use old maps or
scarves to wrap up gifts. Search for Beautiful Furoshiki fabric gift wrappings are an
Furoshiki online to learn the
alternative to plastic-coated paper.
Japanese art of using material to
wrap gifts. If that is a bit too complicated try re-usable gift bags.
Gifts that keep giving
When you ask your relatives what they want for Christmas, how many times
do you hear ‘I don’t really need anything’? So, this year try finding
experiences or memberships that not only give friends and relatives a great
memory, but help the organisation as well. Membership to a wildlife group
or a park, a charity donation, a cookery session or a craft experience will be
well received.
Alternatively, if you do want to fill a stocking why not make a pact with the
family to only use charity shops, or to each buy a plastic-free item to trial for
the family. Plenty of companies are now using items like sea glass and
plastic to make anything from jewellery to clothing. Just make sure you do
your research as some use a very small percentage of recycled material
and a lot of virgin plastic.
Remember to try and buy from local independent retailers who normally
have a much better environmentally-friendly ethos. It will also mean you can
choose gifts that are not covered in packaging.
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Christmas trees and decorations
If you have a plastic tree that is good quality then treat it well and keep
using it for as long as possible. When it reaches the end of its life that is the
time to swap to a real tree. Make sure the tree you buy has the FSC logo or
it is approved by the Soil Association. There are even companies now that
are renting out Christmas trees – you look after them for Christmas and
they take them back to carry on growing after the holiday.
As with any plastic-free changes it is not about throwing away perfectly
good items just because they are made of plastic or are not recyclable. As
your decorations break then look to choose items that will last longer. With a
more natural theme, your tree could be adorned with fir cones, handmade
ornaments and paper chains.
New Year resolutions
As 2022 draws closer, think of some resolutions that will help your footprint
overall. Some ideas might be:
1. Change your bank to an ethical option. This is becoming the most
impactful way we can make a change. There are now many banks and
building societies that will invest your money in charities or ethical
companies rather than businesses with questionable ethics.
2. Slim your bin. Take the challenge to halve the amount you put in your
black bin by the summer. Encourage the family to recycle more and –
even better – try to buy items that are free from packaging. Perhaps get
a compost bin in the back garden for food waste and cut your black bin
waste drastically.
3. Shop for clothes at charity shops or on swap apps. Fast fashion is
responsible for huge amounts of waste. Could you only use charity
shops to buy your clothes for 2022? Or could you try using swap apps
that mean you are using an item that others no longer want?
Gemma Andrews, Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free
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Journeying through time
A recent meeting of the Woodhouse Eaves WI was well attended with
several new members joining us for the first time. We welcomed Nigel
Towey who gave a most interesting talk on ‘The Transformation of St
Pancras Station’. During the talk, Nigel showed us wonderful photographs
of the splendour of the Midland Grand Hotel through its heyday, decline,
and its recent and spectacular transformation to the five-star St Pancras
Renaissance Hotel.
The good news is that anyone can enjoy relaxing and eating in the public
rooms and maybe take a peek at the exquisite grand staircase… perhaps
whiling-away a few hours before boarding a train home from the equally
magnificent St Pancras Station.
Midland Grand Hotel
In 1865, a competition was held to design
the front façade of the station to include a
new hotel. George Gilbert Scott, the most
celebrated gothic architect of his day, won
the competition. The interiors were
sumptuous, full of the highest quality
craftsmanship from the grand exterior to
the beautifully colourful public rooms and
ornate grand staircase. The hotel took
nine years to build and was over budget.
In 1935, it closed due to falling bookings Midland Grand Hotel, now St Pancras
and extortionate running costs. These
Renaissance Hotel.
days we can barely imagine a luxury hotel with 300 bedrooms, but no
running hot water and only eight bathrooms for guests to share. After it
closed, the hotel was used as office accommodation for railway staff.
St Pancras Station
William Henry Barlow, the Midland Railway’s consultant engineer, designed
the extension route and station layout of St Pancras, including the single
span arched train shed constructed of iron and glass. It was at the time the
largest single span roof in the world. Many of the materials used to
construct the station came from the Midlands as a showcase for all the
skilled manufacturing to be found in the area: ironwork from the Butterley
Iron Company, bricks from Edward Gripper’s Nottingham Patent Brick
company and from Tucker and Sons of Loughborough contributed to the 60
million bricks that the project needed. Swithland slate covered parts of the
roof of the hotel and was also used in the iconic St Pancras station clock.
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The size and scope of the new station necessitated the demolition of more
than 4,000 slum houses and the rehousing of over 32,000 people. It also
involved clearing the grounds of St Pancras Parish Church. Before finding
fame as a novelist and poet, Thomas Hardy was training as an architect
and was employed to oversee the excavation and re-internment of the
bodies. On one occasion a coffin fell open and inside they found one
skeleton and two skulls. Hardy later wrote a poem in response. There are
still gravestones that surround an ash in the grounds of the church that is
famed as ‘The Hardy Tree’.
The Levelled Churchyard
By Thomas Hardy
O Passenger, pray list, and catch
Our sighs and piteous moans,
Half stifled in this jumbled patch
Of wretched memorial stones!
We late-lamented resting here
Are mixed to human jam,
And each to each exclaims in fear
I know not which I am!

22

Roundabout December 2021 / January 2022

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, another poet, John Betjeman,
spearheaded a campaign along with the Victorian Society to save the
station and hotel, and in 1967 succeeded in getting the buildings declared
Grade 1 listed just a few days before demolition was due to begin. It was
not until the 1990s that we witnessed the start of St Pancras’ revival. The
Channel Tunnel opened in May 1994, but high-speed trains were only able
to reach their maximum speeds on the French side of the Channel. In 1996
Government passed the Channel Tunnel Rail Link Act authorising the
construction of a high-speed line from the tunnel to a redeveloped St
Pancras International station.
In consultation with English Heritage, Barlow’s original train shed roof was
restored to its Victorian glory with 18 thousand panes of self-cleaning glass,
300 thousand Welsh slate tiles, and iron girders that were stripped and
repainted in their original pale blue. New oak doors for the main entrances
were made, the brass furniture copied exactly from original drawings. To
extend platforms to accept Eurostar trains, a train shed to the rear of
Barlow’s original was added and designed by Foster & Partners. The west
wall of the station was rebuilt using 16 million bricks manufactured
identically to the original. Public works of art include the statue of the
station’s saviour, John Betjeman, and the 30-foot tall controversial bronze
sculpture ‘The Meeting Place’, positioned under the station clock.
Opening up the station undercroft allowed developers to let in the light from
the roof and the building to be seen from the new Eurostar check-in lounge.
Shops, restaurants, and food halls were created in the space Barlow had
originally designed for beer barrels.
Nigel finished his presentation by urging us all, next time we visit London
by train, to take time to look up at the beautiful artisanship and marvel at
St Pancras, a masterpiece that has journeyed through the 19th, 20th and
21st centuries.
Jane Futcher

Our plastic-free year
We have had another great year as the Plastic Free Group. The most
exciting achievement this year was being awarded the Surfers Against
Sewage accreditation as a ‘Plastic Free Village’ in June. After two years of
completing the various objectives necessary, we were given the
accreditation. The award acknowledges our work with community groups,
businesses and helping individuals to start making changes that decrease
their reliance on single use plastic.
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Our litter picks proved that people are keen to get involved and improve the
area we live in. Groups headed out on 10th April to clear litter from their
given area. Sadly, they all came back with bags full of litter. Prime suspects
– dog poo bags, coffee cups and masks. There were also lots of cans that
could be recycled rather than thrown on the verges.
We finally were able to host the ‘big sew’ event in September after having to
postpone several times. Over 100 bags were sewn over the course of the
day with everyone working together to sew, cut and iron (as well as make
tea and cakes). These are available in Agora and the Spar, but the majority
will be used for our give away in Loughborough Market next year.
We were thrilled that St Paul’s Church of England Primary School signed up
to become a ‘Plastic Free school’. We will support them throughout 2022 to
achieve this award. After delivering a fact-filled assembly, we spoke to the
school council who were full of ideas and keen to make changes that will
benefit the village and our planet.
Our TerraCycle collections have gone from strength to strength. I have no
idea how many crisp packets, pet food pouches, toothbrushes and pens we
have saved from landfill, but we must be in the thousands by now! These
will carry on into 2022 on the first Saturday of the month from 10.00am until
12.00pm in the village car park (see ‘What’s on’).
We won’t stop here though – there will be plenty going on next year and we
hope you are able to join us. If you would like to be on our mailing list to find
out events that are coming up, please send us a message
wheplasticfree@hotmail.com or visit the website www.wheplasticfree.co.uk
Gemma Andrews

Winter months in the cottage garden
December and January – during these months we are deep in winter, the
dark season. As a gardener these are not always easy months to write
about; cold, wet, nothing much happening. Yet as I sit here, writing about
them at the beginning of November, these months looming not so far
ahead, I am surprised by a sense of comfort, warmth, rest and the
beginnings of ideas that may bear fruit once the garden awakes again. All
things need to recharge their batteries and, as we batten down the hatches,
we can start to sort things out behind the scenes as it were, while the
garden quietly waits for the season to pass.
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Green
Through the short, dark days of December I may not venture out into the
garden much at all. When I do it is merely to tidy a patch of soggy
vegetation from the flower beds, open up the greenhouse on a day when
the sun shines or to feed the birds whose presence is a constant reminder
that not all things have fallen silent and asleep. It is during this month when
I am grateful for those plants in the garden that are evergreen. Green is my
favourite colour, but that aside, it is an uplifting colour, and with so much
stripped bare and brown it is a reminder that even through the worst that
winter can throw at it, the garden will always endure. I have planted a
number of clipped box bushes dotted in and around the flower beds and it is
at this time of year that I most appreciate them.
Winter gardening
If you are feeling the need to get out into the garden there are a few jobs
that can be done now. If the soil is not too wet and unworkable you can
plant bare-root roses, deciduous trees and shrubs. You can also start the
annual pruning of roses, which should be done between now and February.
Pruning starts in earnest during January when fruit trees should be pruned
as well as overgrown shrubs and hedges. Keep an eye on potted plants,
which should be moved to more sheltered sites in very cold weather to
protect their roots from the elements. It is not too late to plant tulip bulbs
during December and January, but do not leave it later than the middle of
January or you may find the flowering to be very late and sometimes
stunted. In the vegetable garden, make sure brassicas like Brussels sprouts
are well staked. Regularly inspect stored crops and throw out any that show
signs of rot or deterioration.
As a final thought, let’s talk about seeds. Planning what plants to grow from
seed from spring onwards is one of the highlights of the gardening year.
Sitting by the fire with a cuppa and a seed catalogue, looking at photos of
how different plants look in situ never fails to fire me up for the year ahead.
Even if you are not lucky enough to have a greenhouse, I urge you to have
a go at growing plants from seed. Be it salad leaves or sunflowers (both are
easy to grow from seeds), or chillies or cosmos; all you need is a sunny
window sill, somewhere warm and a seed packet. Don’t worry about heat
mats, propagators and the like, reuse yoghurt pots or even make your own
out of newspaper. Plant a seed, water it and see what happens. When that
first shoot appears there really is no better or optimistic feeling!
Jo Poultney
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How well do you know your village?
Some of the places are a bit out of the way, but you may well have noticed
them. See if you can work out where they are. Answers on the back cover.
Stella Blay

1

2

3

4
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson).

28
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The last word
Take our very own Roundabout
quiz!

Can you summarise a
discussion?

Do you own a computer and use
Word?

A. In a nutshell.

A. Yes

B. In pictures is best.
C. If I’ve got up to 800 words.

B. Yes
C. Yes

Can you make some time to
support your community?

Are you a good note-taker?

A. Once in a while.

A. Love taking notes.

B. A little and somewhat often.

B. I’m okay at it.

C. If I know in advance, yes.

C. If needed, I’ll do it.

Answers mostly:

Are you a good listener?

A. Hello future Roundabout
secretary. Putting together an
agenda, taking minutes and admin
is right up your street.

A. All ears.
B. If I can assist someone, yes.
C. Yes, although I’d prefer to read
and write.

B. Different logos, inconsistent fonts
– yes!

B. You’re clearly well organised with
an eye for detail. Your strengths will
help support local businesses and
groups to advertise. Email
Roundabout and let us know you
are interested in coordinating the
adverts.

C. I can’t help noticing ways to
improve written pieces!

C. Get in touch with us about editing
Roundabout – you’re a natural!

Do you like helping and
communicating with local people,
groups and businesses?

See information on p.14 for more
details of the skills needed for
advertising manager, editor and
secretary. Lots of support and
training provided from the team.

Do you notice mistakes in texts?
A. If I search for them.

A. Yes, if needed.
B. Always happy to help.
C. Enjoy a good news item.

30

Email roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may
submit a maximum of 50 words to
publicise a one-off or annual event.
We may edit your submission and are
not obliged to include all items
submitted.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please
send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to
roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk
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What’s on in December / January
th

Sat

4

Mon

6th

6.45

Mon

6th

7.15

Wed 15th

Sat

8th

10.0012.00

7.30

10.0012.00

Wed 12th

7.30

Wed 19th

7.30

December
TerraCycle collection of ‘difficult to
recycle items’ for details see
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk
Council and charity meeting, contact
Emma Crowe
Picture tour of the village. Swithland &
new finds (01509) 890 830, images to
mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk
WI, Christmas party with The Shanty
Folk. Bring a dish and Secret Santa.
New members welcome.
January
Terracycle collection of ‘difficult to
recycle items’ for details see
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk
LRWT ‘Tales from the Bush’ mini-talks
inc. Shetland Summer, Kate Moore
and Wildlife of Belize, Dave Robinson
WI, ‘Colour Me Beautiful’, with Elaine
Donahoe. New members welcome.

Village Hall

Village Hall
Zoom (free)
email for details
Village Hall

Village Hall

Village Hall
£2.50 members
£3 visitors
Village Hall

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Answers to photo quiz ‘How well do you know your village?’
Picture 1: The salt/grit bin on the green at the corner of Bird Hill Road and
Herrick Road.
Picture 2: The little chapel behind the Methodist Church.
Picture 3: A battered oak tree on Tuckett Road, near Herrick Road.
Picture 4: A sign prohibiting two-wheeled horses from using the path
leading up from the Curzon Arms car park.
Codeword solution

