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Cover Jill Craig / Andy Thomson
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Editor’s note
I am writing this on the day that some restrictions on our lives are lifted:
Monday, 12th April. Today I went into Loughborough, into three charity shops
that had just opened again, wearing a rainbow mask. It felt good to browse,
spend money for good causes and acquire a couple of bargains.
I walked in the street, in the sunshine, saw the skips in people’s steps, gave
and returned a few smiles. Did life seem a little more ‘normal’? Yes, though
my husband said he continued to wear his mask, even outside, because he
had become used to it. Most people in town continued to slalom around one
another, but the occasional human tailgater, who has probably never
twigged about personal space, got too close for comfort.
I hope that restrictions on our lives are steadily, safely lifted and that we can
enjoy a pub pint inside, soon, or a coffee, snack or meal in comfort. Much
more importantly, I hope that we can see our family and friends more often
now, even if it is nippy outside, and wish for the day that hugs can return.
Hugs are on the horizon and we are making our way towards them, with
open arms.
This month, we have a variety of articles embracing local news, history,
nature and a charity event. When the sun shines, wrap up warm, take your
cuppa outside, and have a good read.
Jill Craig

Parish council news
Johnson’s Meadow path (formally Long Close Meadow)
Have you lived in the village a while? Have you used the direct footpath
between Welbeck and Woodhouse Eaves through Johnson’s Meadow? If
you know this path, and have used it regularly at any time in the past 20
years or more, then the parish council would like you to get in touch. If
enough people come forward, the parish council will seek to have the path
added to the definitive map of public rights of way, preserving it forever.
At the beginning of 2020, the meadow became a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), designated by Natural England. The parish council
encouraged and supported this designation. Natural England has
encouraged the parish council to pursue the formal process of gathering
evidence to see if the path can be added to the definitive map of public
rights of way.
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Please contact the parish council on (01509) 891 299 or email
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk if you can help.

Map of the village, showing Johnson’s Meadow path

Village hall bookings
We are excited to be opening our doors again on Monday, 12th April for
groups who are exempt under the government’s COVID-19 roadmap
release guidance. Hopefully, from Monday, 21st June we will be accepting
all groups and parties back into the halls. Please refer to our website to
make a booking. We look forward to giving you all a warm welcome.
Litter
Please be aware that we are experiencing a high amount of litter and
nuisance waste being left after activities taking place on the King George V
playing field. Broken bottles have been found sticking up out of the ground.
This behaviour is unacceptable. Please can we remind people to take their
litter home. We have made the police aware and they will be patrolling the
area on a regular basis.
Annual Parish Meeting 2021
The chair of Woodhouse Parish Council warmly invites all parish electors to
the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday, 4th May at 6.15pm. This meeting
will take place virtually via Zoom.us at the below link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82422110817?
pwd=bkFsYVg3bGlISUFhb1BTNWFseGk2Zz09
Meeting ID: 824 2211 0817

Passcode: 888568

To join by phone: 0203 481 5240 / 0131 460 1196
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This is a meeting of and for electors, not a meeting of the council, and is
required by law. It will be a simple, short meeting. However, it will give you
an opportunity to ask questions, raise concerns and express your views.
The meeting will be followed by the Annual Parish Council and Annual King
George V Charity Meetings, and you would be welcome to attend these.
The agendas will be published a week before on our parish council website.
Peter Searancke, chair of Woodhouse Parish Council.
Please contact me with any news or issues at:
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk You can also phone the office on
(01509) 891 299. Keep in touch on our Facebook Page:
https://www.facebook.com/woodhouseparishcouncil
Emma Crowe, clerk to Woodhouse Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council news
Aircrew memorial bench and plaque
I was honoured to be invited, as Mayor of Charnwood, to the unveiling of
the excellent memorial seat and plaque which commemorates the tragic
loss of life when a Wellington aircraft crashed in a nearby field in
Woodhouse during the Second World War.
I want to thank all the people who have been involved in this project. In my
view, it is most important that we remember the three young airmen –
Warrant Officer Donald Anthony Gee, Flight Sergeant Albert Valentine
Barkel and Flight Sergeant Leslie Jones – who lost their lives in this tragic
accident. Having the memorial seat and plaque in such a prominent
position, in the centre of
Woodhouse, will be a constant
reminder of the sacrifices made by
both servicemen and civilians during
this war.
I was pleased to secure a small
amount of money from Charnwood
Borough Council through the
Member Grant Scheme to help with
the funding of this project.
Woodhouse memorial bench
Have your say
I have received information from the Local Government Boundary
Commission that a new pattern of wards is being developed for Charnwood
Borough Council. At the moment Woodhouse Parish comes within the
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Forest Bradgate Ward, which also includes the parishes of Newtown Linford
and Ulverscroft. This ward was created in 2003 when I was elected as
borough councillor for the first time.
The commission has decided that the number of councillors in Charnwood
should be 52, the same as now. The commission wants to hear what
residents and organisations think about their local area. The consultation
will run until Monday, 31st May 2021.
The commission is interested in views on which communities should be part
of the same ward. What common issues do neighbouring communities face,
such as high numbers of visitors or heavy traffic?
The commission will use local views to help draw up proposals for new
boundaries. There will be a further round of consultation once the
commission has drawn up those proposals.
It is easy to get involved: you can go to the commission website, email or
write to them. They have a dedicated section on their website where people
can give their views. Visit https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/25847 by
email to reviews@lgbce.org.uk or by post to:
Review Officer (Charnwood), LGBCE, PO Box133, Blyth. NE24 9FE.
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Plan
I was pleased to receive details about the Woodhouse Neighbourhood Plan
and supporting documents which have been submitted to Charnwood
Borough Council for the purpose of consultation, examination and, if
appropriate, a referendum ahead of it being adopted as part of the Local
Plan for the area.
Charnwood Borough Council has considered the Plan against the statutory
requirements set out in the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and is
satisfied that these have been met and it can proceed to consultation.
I am grateful to all the people who have taken the time and interest to be
involved in progressing the Neighbourhood Plan to this stage. I believe it
will be a vital document to help with the preservation and wellbeing of the
parish, shaping the environment and local identity for future generations. It
will also help to deliver development which influences the type of housing
provision needed, in line with the recommendations made in the Plan.
Charnwood Big Switch
I would like to remind residents about Charnwood Big Switch. This is a
collective energy switching scheme to help residents change suppliers and
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save money on their energy bills. The scheme is delivered by Charnwood
Borough Council and iChoosr, an independent specialist provider in
collective energy.
There are three auctions each year, whereby energy suppliers bid against
each other to provide the lowest priced tariff. The next auction will take
place on Tuesday, May 18th 2021 and registrations are now open. The
cheapest supplier wins the auction and each registered household can then
decide whether they want to switch or not. There is no obligation for people
to switch if they do not want to.
For more information visit charnwood.gov.uk/charnwoodbigswitch
If you do not have internet access and need help with your registration,
please call on 0800 048 8439.
Councillor David Snartt

News in brief
Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust: art for meadows
A big ‘thank you’ goes to both the artists and everyone who bid in the ‘Art for
Meadows’ auction. This raised a grand total of £1,400 (after auction costs)
from the auction of beautiful artworks in aid of Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust's Meadows Appeal.
Kate Moore
Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Alert is proving a great and easy way to stay informed.
After last month’s article from the Woodhouse Watch encouraging residents
to sign up to the Neighbourhood Alert, we have had large numbers of
people come forward, sign up and receive local news, information and
police updates.
It is easy to sign up – simply Google ‘Neighbourhood Alert’ and follow the
link to neighbourhood alert.co.uk
Click ‘join’ and fill out your details. During the registration process, once
your account is set up, please do click the ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ option to
request to join the Woodhouse NHW. This will allow us to keep in touch with
more personalised messages in the future as your neighbourhood team.
If you have any questions about the sign up process, or any other questions,
please do get in touch with the watch on hello@woodhousewatch.co.uk
Ted Chapman
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Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbour Scheme
Current and future support
During the various lockdowns, the Good Neighbour Scheme has provided,
and will continue to provide, help to the community of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves by driving people to medical appointments (including
vaccinations), telephone befriending, helping with errands, small DIY jobs,
supporting pets and delivering for local businesses. We are now in Year 5 of
the scheme and have totalled over 2000 jobs, thanks to all our volunteers.
For the remainder of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Good Neighbour
Scheme is also going to trial telephone support for simple IT issues. We
have a few volunteers who will try to help you over the phone. However, if
you need more technical support, you will probably need to contact
professional help which may be available locally, or from your supplier.
We are looking forward to opening up all the services we used to provide
before COVID-19 and returning to face-to-face help as soon as this is
possible. We will be following the government guidelines as to what we can
do and when.
Our website www.woodhousegns.org.uk and Facebook page
@woodhousegns are kept up to date with what we offer. We also hope
to deliver leaflets around the villages as soon as we can provide more
services. In the meantime, we are still here, within our communities, to
support you. If you have a request, please ring the usual number:
07561 890 100.
Miranda Brookes
Beacon Tennis Club news
There are quite a few changes to report at Beacon Tennis Club this year.
Firstly, some major committee changes. Our three longest-standing
committee members have decided that it is finally time to move on:
Peter Cole, the secretary and mainstay of the club for the last 18 years;
Andrew Rollinson, treasurer for the last 25 years; and Malcolm Foulds, a
committee member for over 20 years. We thank them greatly for their
contributions over the years and wish them all the best for the future. I’m
pleased to say that we have three new committee members who have
stepped in to help, and we have split Peter’s many roles between the new
committee members.
Secondly, all membership is now organised via the Lawn Tennis
Association’s ‘Clubspark’ system, which makes things much easier. Here
you can sign up for senior and junior membership, a key fee if needed, and
also pay guest fees. The easiest way to pay is by credit card, although we
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can still accept cheque and bank transfers. Full details are on the website,
which is here if you are interested in joining
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/BeaconTennisClub/
Also on here are full details of how the club operates and my telephone
number, in case there are any other questions. Senior membership is just
£25, Junior membership is £10, and we would be very happy to welcome
any new members.
Apart from that, our aim is to keep everything else pretty much the same.
We reopened the courts on Monday, 29th March, in line with lockdown
restrictions easing, and we were able to get them cleaned and the fence
mended in time for the opening. The trees around the lower court have also
been trimmed by the parish council. We are working to organise group
coaching again in the summer, probably on Thursday afternoons and
evenings, and are talking to the village school about making the courts
available for PE lessons for the pupils. Apart from these organised events
there is no court booking - just turn up and play. It is rare to see people
waiting, but if that happens, the expectation is that people on court will
leave once they have completed the set they are playing.
It is great to have two good courts available in such a lovely location,
and we are very thankful for the support of the parish council and King
George’s Field Trust in enabling us to provide these for the village and for
our members.
Ed de Salis Young, chair of Beacon Tennis Club

Biking across Leicestershire for LOROS
Following their successful LOROS fundraising, mini-Christmas fair for local
children (see February 2021 issue), the three self-styled ‘old codgers’ of
Tuckett Road (with a combined age of 225) came up with a fresh Easter
event to help the hospice. This time it was a proposed cycle ride, from
Hinckley in south-west Leicestershire to Croxton Kerrial in the north-east of
the county, the longest, easy-to-cycle cross-county route they could find.
A technical problem
The event was scheduled for Easter Saturday but Peter Kerrigan, Dick
Fairbairn and Roger Wood had a problem – how to undertake the ride when
they didn’t own bikes? Well, not conventional bikes anyway, but they did
have exercise bikes and so were able to complete the 40.7 mile trip without
leaving Tuckett Road! To make the ride a little more fun, especially for
passers-by, Peter was dressed as an Easter chicken, flanked by Roger and
Dick in very fetching, shell-pink bunny suits.
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More welcome cash for LOROS
At the time of writing, the ride had
raised £630 through ‘in the bucket’
cash on the day, and online
donations. Apparently, it costs
LOROS £200 a day to provide food
for 40 people, so every donation
received is very welcome, and the
efforts of people like the Tuckett
Road trio are greatly appreciated.
The JustGiving page for the bike ride Easter chicken, Peter Kerrigan, with Bunny
is still open, and the link is given at Roger (left) and Bunny Dick (right).
the end of this article.
The reluctant medal winner
Peter Kerrigan has been a LOROS full-time volunteer for ten years now,
since retiring. When he was a steward at the Mountsorrel Working Men’s
Club, he organised an annual quiz to generate money for the hospice. In
recognition of his extensive contribution to the well-being of people within
the hospice through home-visiting (known as ‘compassionate visiting’) as
part of the lottery team and in fundraising, LOROS nominated him to be a
recipient of the London-based League of Mercy’s medal in 2019. The
league awards up to 50 medals annually to volunteers who have given at
least seven years of outstanding service to a charitable organisation. Only
35 nominees were selected in 2019 and Peter was one
of them.
At first, Peter was reluctant to receive the medal,
regarding himself as just one of the many deserving
volunteers who give up their time, unpaid, for LOROS,
but he eventually gave in, provided it was clear that he
was accepting the medal on behalf of them all.
Acceptance meant a day trip to London’s Mansion
House, where he was given his medal by Lord
Lingfield, Chair of the League of Mercy Foundation and
a Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London. So, what
Peter Kerrigan with his
impressed Peter most? Not the magnificence of
League of Mercy Medal,
Mansion House. Not the silver gilt medal, a
inside Mansion House
representation of the original 1899 design featuring
Joshua Reynolds’s depiction of ‘Charity’. Instead, it was the absolute
precision with which the dainty little lunchtime sandwiches had been cut!
Evelyn Brown
JustGiving link: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/peter-kerrigan3
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The Woodhouse airmen of 1942
A new bench and commemorative stone now adorns the green in front of
the community hall in Woodhouse. This memorial to three young airmen
who lost their lives in the village when their Wellington Bomber crashed on
a training flight during World War Two has been two years in the planning.
Fading memories
Sketchy details of the crash have been shared in the village and beyond
over many years, but as time passes, there are ever fewer residents who
remember the fateful events of that October afternoon. By 1942 the village
was already playing a crucial part in the war effort, thanks to the top-secret
activities of the listening station, hidden in Beaumanor Hall so effectively
that very few people were aware of its existence.
When flight R1801 came to ground in the village with the loss of three
young airmen, the wreckage was hastily cleared, the remains of the crew
were sent home for burial and for the rest of the village, life carried on.
Training accidents happened with shocking regularity during the war, as the
aircraft used were typically in very poor repair. By this crucial point in the
conflict, the importance of maintaining national morale was well understood,
and so the press carried no details of the crash, just a note in a long list of
casualties that week who died ‘due to war operations’.
Research and correspondence
After the war, the story of the Woodhouse airmen was often recounted but,
with the focus on the rebuilding and recovery, no permanent memorial was
ever completed. The stories of Warrant Officer Donald Anthony Gee (aged
22), Flight Sergeant Albert Valentine Barkel (aged 30) and Flight Sergeant
Leslie Jones (aged 22) struck a chord with many, most notably Bill Clark, a
veteran who spent many years posted at Garats Hay barracks in the village.
Thanks to his tireless research gathering together witness statements,
correspondence with the bereaved families and the examination of
contemporary sources, we now have a clear picture of the tragic events of
that day. These accounts have been put together into a commemorative
booklet which includes contemporary photos, hitherto unpublished details
and a narrative by renowned local historian and author Caroline Wessel.
The booklet can be downloaded free of charge by following the QR code at
the bottom of this article.
It is hoped that the bench itself will become a familiar local landmark and
will be a fitting memorial to the fallen for many years to come. Working with
two local residents, Bill was delighted by the enthusiasm and generosity of
all those who heard the story of the airmen. Offers of support and help to
make the bench a reality flooded in. Substantial funding was offered by the
trustees of the community hall, the parish council and Councillor David
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Snartt. Many local tradespeople offered
their help with installation and Tarmac PLC
very generously offered a granite stone
from Mountsorrel Quarry upon which to
mount the plaque. The bench itself was
designed by David Ogilvie Engineering and
Woodhouse memorial stone and bench depicts the three airmen alongside
Beaumanor Hall and St Mary’s Church. The
plaque by Photocast Ltd, which sits alongside, tells the story of the
Woodhouse airmen.
A public ceremony with representatives from the armed services and of
the aircrew’s families had been planned, but sadly is on hold for now due
to the pandemic. However, given the quiet and dignified local response to
the crash at the time, it is perhaps fitting that the
installation of the bench and plaque was marked by a
sombre and private visit from the Mayor and Mayoress
at the end of March.
The village of Woodhouse salutes Anthony, Albert,
Leslie and all the other brave young aircrews who died
for our freedom.
Rod Darby
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Swithland Mill – fact or myth?
After giving a zoom talk on windmills to the Thurcaston and Cropston
History group recently, Canon Anne Horton contacted me to enquire
whether I could confirm the theory that Swithland had once had a windmill,
as well as a watermill. No windmill in the parish is documented in Nigel
Moon’s book on the county’s mills, nor in the Mills Archive.
However, in 2017, I was in touch with Adam Page at Swithland Hall, who
said he had seen a document containing a brief reference to a mill standing
on estate lands southwest of Crow Wood. It appeared to be reached by a
track from Beeby’s Corner near Hall Farm. Adam believed it was already
defunct when a channel was dug, many years ago, to feed the watermill
pond. There is no mill showing on the 1835 ordnance survey map, or on
John Prior’s map of 1779. This would suggest that if any mill existed it had
already disappeared, some years before, by the end of the 18th century.
Another local, Peter Smith, recently sent me an image of Bybrook Farm
buildings from the 25in ordnance survey map that was surveyed in 1883. It
seems to indicate a curious circle of remains that could mark the site of a
windmill. Unfortunately, the re-surfaced stable yard prevents further
inspection and there is little documentary evidence to back up this theory.
Coincidentally, I was also contacted by Glenn Fulcher, who believes a
building forming part of his home at Cropston House Farm once functioned
as a flour mill. Some machinery remains which he thinks was used for
grinding grain or grist (animal feed). The building is close to the road from
Cropston towards Anstey. In one gable there are signs of a hatch door on
the upper floor where the flour could be lowered onto a cart below. The
machinery remnants are scant, but include an iron wheel which was
probably belt-driven, as next to it is a guideline or break for a pulley. The
current farmer has told Glenn that, in his father’s younger days, when it was
a working mill, an oil-driven generator was linked to the wheel, possibly by a
canvas belt. This wheel, in turn, rotated another wheel (which is now a
feature in their dining room), which operated a grinding stone.
Glenn wondered how the mill would have been powered previously, as the
building is believed to date from between 1780 and 1800. I suggested it was
possible that the ‘mill’ was installed at a later date (circa 1890s) into an
existing farm building, as similar examples are known elsewhere. Nigel
Moon has also reminded me that around this time Swithland Reservoir was
being excavated and flooded, making the watermill at Swithland redundant.
Some of the watermill’s machinery may have been salvaged and
repurposed at Cropston House Farm. Nigel does not think that the building
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shows signs of ever housing a farm-mill
(a fan-turbine mounted above the roof in a
turreted structure). What is really needed
are drawings of the ‘mill’ building at
Cropston House Farm as it would have
been at the time it was part of the
Bradgate estate. If the Bradgate estate
records still exist, they may be with
descendants of the Grey family over in
Staffordshire and these might give some
Crumbling remains of watermill after
evidence if they show the estate paid to
roof collapse.
install this machinery.
Returning to Swithland watermill, no clear images seem to exist of the
building. Does anyone have any? Again, there is
no reference to the mill in the Mills Archive. Joan
Leatherland sent me some pictures she had taken
back in 1984, when the crumbling structure by the
water’s edge was already overgrown.

Fireplace remains.

Apparently, before the corrugated sheets were put
on, the roof was thatched, which is very strange in
a village dominated by slate roofs. Whether
anything from the mill, such as stones or
machinery, survives in the parish I cannot say, so I
am appealing for more information. With the
photos was some information on Swithland’s
millers:

Edward Dexter (1846 -1863); John Dexter (1864); William Cuffling (1876);
Jonathan Cuffling (1877); George Payne (1881); John Payne (1884) and
William Henry Cuffling (1891).
This list throws up some more questions. Is Cuffling a misspelling of Cufflin?
A William Cufflin (with no ‘g’) was the last
miller at Mountsorrel Windmill, which was
dismantled, sold and removed from the
top of Broad Hill when the quarry was
extended in 1874. It is strange to see
William Cuffling taking on the watermill
again in its final years, having passed it
on to the Paynes back in 1881. Is it
possible the Swithland Cufflings were
related to the Cufflins running Ratby
Remains of the waterwheel in pit.
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Postmill from the mid-1700s until the end of the 19th century? Mills were
often managed by relatives of the same family. Generations of the Hives
family (who ran Woodhouse Eaves windmill) are known to have run mills in
at least 15 other locations, over at least two centuries. If anyone has more
information about my queries, it will be gratefully received.
Mark Temple

Spring cleaning our villages
Despite the cold and hail, 78 keen volunteers headed out on
the Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free Spring Clean on
Saturday, 10th April 2021. Together they covered every corner
of Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves and the Beacon Hill
Country Park, and collected a staggering amount of litter.
Our villages often look clean and tidy but, with more visitors during
lockdown, the amount of litter has risen. Masks on the kerb and poo bags
slung in a tree are now, sadly, a common sight. Our volunteers went out
with the instruction of going over the areas with a fine-tooth comb and they
really did! Plastic gloves, hairbands, crisp packets, drinks cans and poo
bags (oh, so many poo bags!) were found.
Every group was really disappointed about just how many poo bags there
were, thrown into hedges, up high in trees and on the grass verges. If you
are a dog owner, please, please pick up your dog mess. Bagging it up, only
to throw it in a hedge, is just senseless, as it will not degrade and just looks
revolting in our environment.
We were really pleased to have family groups taking part in the spring
clean, thus encouraging the next generation to look after our environment.
The children came back saying it was ‘disgusting’, ‘revolting’ and ‘sad’ that
so many people disrespect nature.
I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who took part. We were
overwhelmed with the large number of residents wanting to support the
event, as it shows that we are really proud of where we live.
If you would like to get involved with our future events, please email and ask
to join the mailing list: Wheplasticfree@hotmail.com
Terracycle collections
At the moment we are still unable to restart the Terracycle collections. As
soon as we are able, it will be advertised on our website, the noticeboards
in the village and in Roundabout.
Gemma Andrews
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk
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Flight of the bumblebee
We are probably all familiar with that moment when you hear a loud buzzing
and you look around, expecting a large creature right next to you – but
there, on the other side of the garden, is a bumblebee visiting your flowers
for nectar and pollen. The Latin word for bumblebee is ‘bombus’, which
means ‘booming', and the buzz of the bumblebee is an iconic sound of
spring and summer in the garden.
There are 24 species of bumblebee currently found in Britain and seven of
these social bees are widespread. The first to appear in the spring is the
buff-tailed bumblebee, which is also one of our largest bumblebees, along
with the white-tailed bumblebee. Other common bees with white tails are
the tree bumblebee and garden bumblebee. Two common species have red
tails - the red-tailed bumblebee and the early bumblebee – and, finally,
there is the common carder bee, which is ginger. You can find more
information about species identification on the Bumblebee Conservation
Trust’s website www.bumblebeeconservation.org/bumblebee-species-guide/
Bumblebees differ from honey bees in appearance, habitat and behaviour.
Bumblebees are fat and furry and live in the wild, in colonies of between 50400 individuals. Only the queen bumblebee hibernates and she lives for just
one year. Bumblebees have long tongues so that they can feed from a
variety of flowers, whereas honey bees have short tongues and feed from
more open flowers. Bumblebees only produce a small amount of honey.
As bees go from flower to flower to drink nectar they pick up pollen as they
crawl over flower stamens, and so are important pollinators. Many of the
vegetables that we eat rely on insect pollination. Bumblebees drink nectar
through their tongues and the garden bumblebee (Bombus hortorum) has a
tongue that can extend to over two centimetres in length to reach the nectar
hidden in the base of tube-like flowers, such as lavender. Other bee species
have less well-adapted tongues and may resort to drilling holes in the base
of the flower to reach the nectar. This is known as nectar robbing, as they
take the nectar without picking up pollen.
You may sometimes come across a bee lying still on the ground. Normally
you should leave it alone as it will probably just be resting. If it is still in the
same place after 30-45 minutes, then move it carefully to a flower where it
can find nectar for energy. As a last resort you can gently offer the bee a
few drops of a 50/50 sugar water mix.
Watch out also for bee mimics. Some insects look similar to bumblebees to
deter predators. In the warm spell in early March this year there were
several reports of bee flies (a type of hoverfly) being seen in the area.
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Bumblebees have suffered a severe decline over the last century. Two
species have become extinct and a further eight species are of
conservation concern. This decline is due to loss of flowering plants
following on from agricultural intensification, use of insecticides and
increased mowing of roadside verges. Yet insect pollinators are estimated
to contribute millions of pounds annually to the production of fruit and
vegetable crops in the UK. There is ongoing concern about the potential
lifting of the ban of neonicotinoid pesticides on farm crops, which are proven
to be extremely harmful to bee populations. If you are concerned, read the
labels carefully when buying plants, including those sold as ‘bee-friendly’,
as some may have been pre-treated with neurotoxins.
Bumblebee colonies need a
supply of nectar-producing
flowers from March to October to
sustain the colony. Bumblebees
use a lot of energy in flying,
particularly when carrying around
25% of their body weight in
nectar and pollen back to the
nest. Planting bee-friendly
flowers in gardens can help
support bumblebees throughout
Diagram of how to make a bumblebee nest site
the year. In return, they will
pollinate your garden crops such as tomatoes, apples and other fruits and
vegetables. Bees love many herb flowers and winter snowdrops can help
support early flying buff-tailed bumblebees. Heathers, borage, mahonia,
lavender and cosmos are but a few of the flowers we can plant for bees,
and a few dandelions in your lawn provide a good early nectar source
before other flowers appear.
Social bumblebees nest in places such as tree cavities, holes in the ground,
compost heaps and bird boxes. I happily lived with a bumblebee nest in my
porch roof for a couple of years. If you find a nest it is best to leave it and
enjoy them being there. Bumblebees are unlikely to sting unless their nest
is disturbed and they can be entertaining to watch. Try making a simple
bumblebee nest site from a 20cm plant pot and a piece of garden hose and
see if a queen finds it suitable for her new colony.
We hope you enjoy the buzz of the bumblebees in your garden throughout
the year.
Kate Moore, Cathy Schou and Maggie Morland
Tree and Heritage Wardens
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May in the cottage garden
I have probably mentioned this before, but May really is my favourite month
of the year, for many reasons. Spring is at its height and the garden literally
zings. The reason for that buzz of excitement is the colour green. In no
other month is the green you get in May more vibrant, shining and allencompassing. The radiance of the garden and the energy is addictive and
you just have to immerse yourself in its glory.
In the flower borders
It is important to make sure tall perennials are well supported. Doing this
while the plant is still relatively short will mean that any support structure will
quickly be hidden by the emerging growth. Also, any plant not supported
that is knocked down by weather or creatures will never quite look the same
(that is, if it survives). Everything is growing at a fast rate and this includes
weeds. The only way to combat them is to keep on top of them. The most
effective way to tackle small weeds is with a sharp hoe, which will cut off the
roots of the weed just below the surface. If you hoe in the morning on a dry
day you will find that the weeds will dry out in the sun and die.
In our neck of the woods it is usually safe to put out tender annuals that
need protection from frost by the middle of the month. If you’ve been
keeping them in the greenhouse, it is important to harden them off before
they go out permanently. Do this by either giving them some protection from
the threat of frost by covering them with fleece*, or by bringing them back
inside the greenhouse at night.
Now is the time to prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia, after
flowering, to keep them compact. Tie in the new shoots of climbers such as
clematis and honeysuckle. Apply a liquid feed to spring bulbs such as tulips
and daffodils to encourage a good display next year, but remember to leave
the foliage to die back naturally as this also feeds the bulb.
In the vegetable garden
Once potato shoots appear above ground, earth them up, covering the
shoots with soil as they appear. You can also start to sow climbing French
beans and runner beans directly outdoors if the weather is warm enough.
Start hardening off tender vegetable plants such as courgettes and peppers
ready for planting outside. And lastly, keep plenty of fleece handy in case of
the odd rogue frost.
The rites of spring
May is the embodiment of spring and should be celebrated for many
reasons. In a traditional English May we think of lambs and maypoles, but
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with so many more of us venturing out into the countryside there is so much
more to notice. Look out for the delicate blooms of hawthorn also known as
the May tree, and the fluffy heads of elder, often found near rabbit warrens
and badger setts and which can be used to make delicious wine, cordial or
tea. Perhaps the flower we most associate with this time of the year,
though, is the bluebell, also known as witches’ thimbles! The bluebell is a
symbol of gratitude, humility and everlasting love. Often found in ancient
woodlands, bluebells have long been associated with fairy enchantments. It
is said that if you can turn a bluebell inside out without tearing it, you will win
the heart of the one you love, and if you wear a wreath of bluebells about
your head, you will only ever be able to speak the truth.
Perhaps one of the most magical experiences of spring, which may require
an early alarm call, is to hear the dawn chorus. Nothing else speaks of
spring, new life, new beginnings and pure magic, like the voices of our
songbirds. The first to voice their songs are our resident birds such as
robins and blackbirds, but by May they are joined by migrants such as
chiffchaffs and blackcaps, which makes this month the best time to enjoy
their wonderful chorus.
Jo Poultney
*Horticultural fleece is a thin synthetic material and can usually be bought from garden centres.
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How well do you know your village?
Blooming Woodhouse Eaves
This month is a celebration of spring – daffodils and blossoms brightening
our days! There have been wonderful displays of flowers in the village
and these are photos of just a few. Have you seen them? Answers on the
back cover.
Stella Blay

Picture 1

Picture 2

Picture 3

Picture 4
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
The ocean covers almost threequarters of the Earth’s surface.
While the present-day focus is on
plastics contaminating the sea,
and how we can use less plastic,
improve water quality and save
sea-life, there are many unusual
items that have been found floating
or washed up on seashores over
the years.
UK logistics company, Barrington
Freight, has been researching the
strangest things that have made it
ashore. Here are some of their ‘Top
30’, though they are still pollutants:
In 2006 half a million shoes washed
up on the shores of Terschelling in
the Netherlands, after a container
ship lost its load. In 2007, residents
of Terschelling woke up to find their
beaches littered with thousands of
bananas when a ship lost several
containers.
Thousands of plastic beavers, frogs,
turtles and ducks fell off a ship in
1992. They have travelled up to
17,000 miles, been frozen and are
used by oceanographers to map
ocean currents.
A colossal eyeball the size of a
grapefruit was found on a Florida
beach in 2012, baffling scientists. It
is now believed that the body part
came from a swordfish.
During a game of beach cricket
in 2011, a group of Cornish
holidaymakers discovered their

30

makeshift 'driftwood' cricket bat was
actually the 300-year-old leg bone
of a long-dead shipwrecked sailor.
Almost five million Lego pieces fell
from a ship off Land's End in 1997.
Thousands of tiny figures have
been found on the beaches of
Devon and Cornwall ever since.
The 2011 'supermoon' caused
high tides across the world, one of
which washed up 100 live World
War Two bombs onto a Hampshire
beach, where they were detonated
by the Navy.
Japanese sailor Chunosuke
Matsuyama was shipwrecked on a
Pacific island in 1784. Before he
died, he wrote a message in a bottle
which washed up 151 years later –
incredibly, in the village where he
was born!
When packets of Doritos began
appearing on a North Carolina
beach, people rushed to the area.
The hungry beachcombers were
rewarded, as many of the sealed
packets were perfectly safe to eat.
(This is not to be advised, should
you find any flotsam and jetsam!)
And finally, in 2013, a lucky dog
walker found a rare 6lb lump of
ambergris (also known as whale
vomit) on a Lancashire beach. This
pungent substance is used to make
perfume, and was sold at auction
for £11,000. Some ambergris has
sold for millions!
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event. We
may edit your submission and are not
obliged to include all items submitted.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please
send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to
roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk
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What’s on in May
Tues 4th

Sun

28th

6.45pm

10am –
4pm

Woodhouse Parish Annual Council
Meeting and review of Neighbourhood
Plan, contact Emma Crowe
Nanpantan Hall and the Paget family:
visual history tour inside and out.
(LE11 3YF) Free tickets must be prebooked.

Virtual
(Zoom call)
email:
timeplacemem
ory@gmail.com

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Answers to ‘How well do you know your village?’
Picture 1: at the junction of Main Street and Tuckett Road
Picture 2: part of the verge down Beacon Road
Picture 3: an explosion of blossom in Patterson Drive
Picture 4: the green patch in Rawlins Close

Codeword solution

