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Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
Roundabout relies on advertisements to pay for production costs, and we
accept advertisements for local businesses as well as those that publicise
charitable and fund-raising events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s
on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during production
and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
David McClelland, Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Joke De Winter.
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Joke De Winter
Cover (Yellowhammer, Bradgate Park): Paul Evans / Andy Thomson
Printing: Warwick Printing Company Ltd
Advertising manager for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address
within the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
At the beginning of May the Roundabout production team had its first
meeting in its new, smaller format. We welcomed Jane Futcher to the team
as our secretary. Jane is a busy lady and is also an active member of the
Beacon Players and Woodhouse Eaves WI. She has experience of being
secretary for the WI and her skills will be welcomed in the Roundabout
team. We were also happy to meet face-to-face for the first time since
the pandemic began. Some members of our team had never had the
opportunity to meet in person previously. This made a welcome change to
meeting by Zoom every other month.
As well as having had to move to a different printer in the past few months,
we now have a supply of local photographs from Paul Evans, who lives in
Woodhouse Eaves.
Thanks go to Jane and Paul for helping keep this production going. Thanks,
as always, to our contributors, whether regular, ad hoc or one-off. We love
to share your news and stories, so please keep them coming.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
Chair’s report for 2021/2022
Woodhouse Parish Council
It was a great pleasure to hold our July meeting in the village hall after
months of Zoom meetings. We operated ‘hybrid’ meetings for six months,
but found virtual attendance rapidly dropped off. However, public faceto-face attendance at our meetings is now excellent and results in lively
discussions on local issues.
In September, John Gillingham received the Annual Parish Award in
recognition of his dedication and the time he has given in preparing and
maintaining our cricket ground for more than 15 years. Well done, John!
In October, the planning appeal for 36 houses at the top of Maplewell
Road was approved. This outcome was bitterly disappointing, particularly
with the weight of objections from residents and the parish council. I am
sure many of our parishioners are frustrated at the appeal decision, which
fundamentally succeeded because Charnwood Borough Council has
fallen behind on the five-year building land supply targets. However, our
Neighbourhood Plan was approved by referendum in October. It is to the
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credit of our Neighbourhood Plan advisory group that Woodhouse Parish
now has the only plan within Charnwood that has a robust legal basis to
defend against large-scale inappropriate development. We anticipate that
this should be able to protect the parish from unwanted development until
Charnwood re-establishes the five-year housing land supply next year.
It was amazing to see so many of our youth organisations and
residents of the village come together with renewed enthusiasm for the
Remembrance Sunday Parade in November and join in the two-minute
silence at the War Memorial.
We were also delighted to welcome Finding Fitness to the parish for its
first week in the Easter Holidays. This children’s fitness holiday club was
free to attend for local children and was funded by the National Lottery via
a grant secured by the parish council. This has been a huge success and
we look forward to the two further weeks that have been booked during
the summer holidays.
I also look forward to our first ‘parkrun’, to be held at Beacon Hill later this
year. The parish council was pleased to provide a significant grant to help
set up what I know will be a popular weekly event.
Finally, we would like to give a warm welcome to our new member of
staff, Jan Halliday. Jan has taken up a new part-time role of bookings
administrator to manage our hall lettings. In addition, I would like to thank
our Charnwood Borough Councillor, David Snartt, and our Leicestershire
District Councillor, Deborah Taylor, for their hard work and commitment.
Of course, I would also like to thank the parish councillors, staff and parish
volunteers for all their support over the past 12 months. Special thanks go
to our clerk, Emma Crowe, who does a fabulous job behind the scenes
making all of this possible.
King George’s Field Charity
It has been an exciting year for the charity as long-standing projects
gather momentum. The parish council, Woodhouse Eaves Scouts and vital
community volunteers have worked tirelessly towards replacing the annexe
with a fantastic new Woodhouse Eaves Youth Community and Scout Hall.
Planning permission has been granted and the final build specification
is being completed, with a contractor soon to be appointed. Fundraising
efforts have been spectacular and, all being well, the build is expected to
commence before the end of 2022. The new building is being designed
specially to accommodate energetic play for the youth of the parish and fun
indoor sports.

6

Roundabout June 2022

In June, major repair works were carried out on the stonewalls around the
car park and children’s play area.
After a successful negotiation with Leicestershire County Council, we
were finally able to have the K6 footpath alongside the children’s play
area resurfaced.
Following the lifting of most COVID-19 restrictions, our three halls are very
much back in use, almost back to their former levels.
We are pleased to welcome, again, Evington Lions and Maher’s cricket
clubs, which will be playing their home games in Woodhouse Eaves this
summer. We wish them every success for a thriving season and encourage
locals to stroll down and enjoy the sporting spectacle on our doorstep.
We have also taken the first steps towards plans to landscape parts of the
play area (in front of the new community and Scout Hall) and the area of
undeveloped ground adjacent to the tennis courts, the vision being to create
a communal ‘village green’ to benefit those+ of all ages in the parish.
Peter Searancke, Chair 2021/2022
Annual financial report 2021/22
At year end 31st March 2022, the overall bank balance was £94,617, an
increase of £35,000 from last year, due to less spending. The parish council
has given the King George’s Field Charity only £5,000 to keep afloat this
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year, due to increased income for the charity. This is great progress towards
the parish council’s goal of the charity becoming financially independent in
the long term.
Income for the three halls has increased to £36,000, which is still less
than pre-pandemic, but a significant improvement from last year. Overall
expenditure is down £40,000 from last year, as planned projects have taken
longer to implement.
However, nearly £6,000 was spent on tree maintenance this year; this was
more than had been budgeted, but the works were essential.
Emily Rowley, Responsible Financial Officer
Council contact details:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/contact-us.html
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk

Charnwood Borough Council news
Search for best hanging basket
A competition has been launched to find the best hanging basket in
Charnwood in celebration of Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Charnwood Borough Council’s open spaces partner idverde and
Loughborough in Bloom are inviting residents across the borough to put on
their gardening gloves and plant up a hanging basket to mark the jubilee.
The prizes up for grabs are: first prize, an annual family membership for The
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS); second and third prizes, £50 National
Garden Gift Voucher. The closing date for entries is Sunday, 31st July 2022.
The judging panel will choose the best ten hanging baskets, which will be
shortlisted to the final three during the first two weeks of August. Winners
will be announced in September.
To enter, all you need to do is: email two photos of your hanging basket
to charnwood@idverde.co.uk; include your name, contact number and
address in the body of the email, and mark your email subject ‘Hanging
Basket Competition’. Entries containing the same details can also be
posted: idverde Hanging Basket Competition, Derby Road Playing Fields,
Cotton Way, Loughborough, LE11 5JF.
Council tax rebate
The first council tax energy rebate payments for people who paid their
council tax by Direct Debit on 3rd April should have been paid into their
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bank accounts. This is the £150 non-repayable rebate for households in
England in council tax bands A to D. To support households who are in
need, but are not eligible for council tax energy rebate, Charnwood Borough
Council has been allocated a discretionary fund of £231,300.
For non-Direct Debit payers who meet the eligibility criteria, your household
will be issued with a single-use Post Office voucher. Where you have opted
to receive your bills by email, the voucher will be emailed to you; otherwise,
the voucher will be sent out by post. The council anticipates the vouchers
will be issued from 18th May onwards. The voucher can be taken to any
post office and redeemed for the £150 cash payment. The Post Office
vouchers expire after three months. For further information, please visit the
council’s website.
David Snartt, Charnwood Borough Council

News in brief
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show
Regrettably, the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show will not
take place this year. Hopefully, next year, with a new inspirational team,
it will resume. If you would like to be part of this team to make sure this
wonderful community event takes place, please contact Wendy Young on
07845 951 370 or email w.young61@gmail.com
If you have a trophy from the 2019 show, kindly contact Wendy to arrange
for its collection.
Wendy Young
Fundraising for Ukrainian children
I am Grace Drane, a long-standing member of the Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves community. I have been living in this area at Beaumanor
Gardens for over ten years, with my husband Chris and our daughter Allie,
who went to Woodhouse Eaves St Paul’s CE Primary School.
Like everyone, I have been watching with disbelief and horror as events
have unfolded in Ukraine and felt I would like to write about my experience
of how this is specifically impacting my home town of Lodz in Poland.
The humanitarian aspect of the war in Ukraine, in Lodz and many other
cities in Poland, is extremely challenging. There are now almost 3.3 million
Ukrainians in Poland fleeing the war in Ukraine. Most of these refugees
are women and children. To date, most of them are being housed in private
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homes generously provided by Polish people. Wider news coverage has
been extensive, but I am also in daily contact with my family and friends
in Lodz. From them, I hear many stories of traumatised refugees, such
as children refusing to remove coats and shoes, in case they need to
flee again.
Since the start of the crisis in Ukraine, I have been in daily contact with Fr
Piotr, a family friend, and the President of Lodz, Mrs Hanna Zdanowska.
They have described in stark terms the daily challenges they face in
coping with the arrival of thousands of Ukrainian refugees. Fr Piotr’s
charity is now having to support almost 2,500 Ukrainian children, 400
of whom are orphans. Every day, the number of women and children
arriving is increasing. Their needs are enormous, as many fled Ukraine
with very few personal belongings. Fr Piotr’s charity is working hard with
Lodz government to supply the refugees with all sizes of clothing, school
materials and other daily necessities. They are also providing the staff
needed to give medical and psychological support.
Fr Piotr’s charity now desperately needs funds to continue this work and I
have determined to do what I can to help. I am already working closely with
Leicester Rotary Club to raise funds and I have started to actively approach
my many friends and contacts, as well as local organisations, to help me to
raise funds for these children.
As a mother, I find it heart-breaking to hear the individual stories of
traumatised Ukrainian children arriving in Lodz. I hope my efforts will result
in raising funds that will help to provide some of the material and emotional
support that will make their lives more comfortable.
If you would like to learn more, my contact details are phone 07969 350 203
or email grazynadrane@gmail.com
Grace Drane
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Art for all
Charnwood Drawing and Painting Club has been established over 25 years.
A group of around 40 amateur artists from across Charnwood meet up for
regular art demonstrations, outdoor walk and draw or painting sessions,
indoor painting and exhibitions. Members bring along their paints, pencils,
paper and inspiration to join a growing number of groups of daytime
painters in and around Charnwood. You don’t have to be a member to join
in as guests are always welcome.
While essentially being an art club, there are also monthly demonstrations
in watercolour, oils and acrylics, all tutored by professional artists, which
help build art skills and improve painting technique. There are also
opportunities for members to practice their art techniques during weekly
painting groups hosted across the borough, in Woodhouse Eaves, Barrow
on Soar, and Gorse Covert, Loughborough (see ‘What’s on’).
During the summer, there is the opportunity to sit and paint in different
locations. In winter months, instead of sitting, the group walks and draws
at interesting venues like Beacon Hill Country Park, last year some more
unusual places were visited, including Leicester Pumping station, the clock
tower pub Shardlow, and the cave in Woodhouse Eaves.
Over the past year, paintings have been shown on the group website and
at Loughborough’s General Hospital, which has been a lucrative hobby for
some of our artists. This year, the art group will resume exhibiting at the
‘Open Gardens’ event (see ‘What’s on’), please call in or get in touch if you
would like to find out more about the art group.
Peter Hollis
A Space to Meet (formerly The Café Next Door)
The Cafe Next Door closed its doors at the end of April this year, giving
way to a new, community driven concept, A Space to Meet. With a range
of creative spaces available for flexible coworking, private meetings and
events, we aim to provide a home for freelancers, remote workers and small
businesses alike, to work, meet and collaborate – with great coffee and
delicious food available to fuel your working day.
There is more to life than work, which is why we offer a programme of
exciting workshops and events throughout the year – whether you want
to learn a new craft, enjoy delicious food and drink pairings, or attend a
wellness retreat to relax and restore, there is something for everyone.
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Further to this, if you are looking for a unique location to host your private
party, our beautiful, refurbished cafe space is available for private hire, with
a range of catering options to suit your needs and budget.
To view our workspaces, or find out about our upcoming workshops and
events, see our website www.aspacetomeet.co.uk and don’t hesitate to get
in touch, or pop in and see us if you have any questions.
Katie-Rose Gilmore

Busy summer term at St Paul’s school
Although made up of two relatively short halfterms, the summer term at St Paul’s Church of
England Primary School, is always the busiest
of all. One major calendar date is our Year 6
tests, in May. The children work really hard all
year, and the teachers practise past papers as
they approach the week of the tests. All of the
children coped very well and we look forward
to the results, in early July.
Children in Y5 and Y6 have also taken part
in a Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) design challenge, sponsored
and supported by the company, 3M. Two of
our entries made
Year 5 group, left to right: Sophia,
it through to the
Maryam, Lily and Amelia with
finals and the two
their model of St Paul’s Church.
successful groups
of children went along to the 3M building in
the Charnwood Campus in Loughborough.
Our projects were a model of St Paul’s Church
and ‘Old John’ tower in Bradgate Park. Each
group presented their research and designs to
a panel of judges, who then tested the strength
to weight ratio of the models.
We are all looking forward to our Jubilee
celebrations. We plan to have a ‘street’ party
on the playground with games, sports and
crafts. We are also learning a jubilee song
and holding a decorated crown competition.
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Year 6 group, left to right: Evan,
Joshua, William and Henry
with their model of the
‘Old John’ tower.
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As summer progresses, we look forward to the return of our full
complement of end-of-year events, including sports days, concerts
and Y6 leavers’ events.
Lisa Gilchrist, headteacher

Another month, less plastic
Firstly, a huge congratulations to Woodhouse Eaves St Paul’s CE Primary
School, which has been accredited as a Plastic-Free School by Surfers
Against Sewage (SAS). After working on five objectives to remove items
of single-use plastic from the school and to educate the children on issues
such as litter in our community and microplastics, the school was awarded
the status.
Being accredited is the start of making many more changes in the school’s
practices and curriculum, educating the children on reducing and reusing.
To achieve some of the objectives, St Paul’s swapped drinks cartons with
reusable cups, stopped buying planners and notebooks with plastic covers
and worked with Severn Trent to encourage the children to use refillable
water bottles. They collect crisp packets for Terracycle and batteries
for recycling.
Elsewhere, Forest Rock Nursery has also been encouraging its children
to think about litter in the community – proving it is never too early to start
educating children in these issues. The children walked up to Beacon Hill
Country Park and litter-picked around the café and park. The children were
said to be surprised at how much litter they found. The nursery has also put
a new book swap library in its car park to encourage parents to donate and
take. The more items swapped and reused, the more waste is reduced.
Any school or nursery can sign up
as a Plastic Free School and most
of the objectives are covered by the
curriculum. For more information,
email wheplasticfree@hotmail.com
Members of our group have also been
busy counting the number of plastic
items they threw away between
the 16th and 22nd May for the
Greenpeace Plastic Count. The data
received will put more pressure on the Ellis and Imogen from Year 3 with the Surfers
government to do something about
Against Sewage Plastic-Free Schools plaque.
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We are a small, local care team offering
quality and tailored home care with a NO
rush policy to ensure clients receive nothing
but the best.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Personal Care
Household Tasks
Shopping/Outings
Meal preparation/Cooking Fresh
Social visits and Medical appts
Much Much more

Allison:
Email: 		
Facebook:
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07578 119262
astacey@maytreecareltd.co.uk
Maytree Care Ltd
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the huge amount of plastic packaging.
We are pleased to announce that we have again been collecting bottle tops
in the village hall collection bin because we were able to find a new charity
that collects them: Hope Hospice. Please deposit any plastic lids into the
collection bin or bring them to a Terracycle collection. The hospice asks
that, if any lids have a paper or foil inner, you take it out.
Many thanks to all of you who continue to support our group
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk
Gemma Andrews and Cherrie Whatmuff

Local author featured in national media
Author and resident of Woodhouse Eaves, Matthew Page, has been
receiving national attention for his book titled 100 Bible Films, which was
released on 19th May 2022. Matthew took some time out of his busy
schedule to answer questions about his latest publication.
Why did you decide to write 100 Bible Films?
Quite a long time ago now, I was in the bookshop at the National Film
Theatre in London, and I noticed the BFI had this series of books called
things like 100 Westerns and 100 Science Fiction Films. I used to be a
churchgoer and had been writing about cinema and the Bible for quite a
while, so it seemed like it would be interesting to write a book for that series
covering biblical films.
Have you had much media interest?
I was on Radio 4 in May and Radio Leicester in April, as well as recording
several podcasts and articles. Plus, I’m introducing a screening at the
Phoenix cinema in June.
When you’ve been looking at these films and the people behind them,
have you found most of them have a faith and these films were a way
of exploring that?
Yes and no, really! Obviously, many of the filmmakers do – although that
faith is not always Christianity – but there are also a lot of films made by
those questioning faith and those without it. I felt it was important for this
book to reflect that diversity, so I made a point of including films by Muslims,
Jews, Hindus, agnostics and atheists, as well as Catholics and Protestants,
both practising and lapsed. Some are trying to advance a certain message.
For others, it’s a way of exploring these issues.
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What were some of the fascinating things you discovered while writing
100 Bible Films?
One of the things that’s so interesting is that, because the stories are
so widely known, they are adapted by filmmakers not only from different
religious perspectives, but also from across the globe, and throughout
history. Furthermore, they use all kinds of different film genres to do it, from
historical epics to comedies, musicals, animation and more experimental
styles. So, I got to learn about all kinds of films that I would never normally
have encountered; an early silent film one day, a 1980s Indonesian horror
the next.
As well as the obvious Hollywood films, you wanted to emphasise
those from the rest of the world. Can you tell us a bit more about
those?
American films are by far the most represented in the book, but I cover six
continents and those other films are fascinating. There’s one about Jacob
and Esau from Saharan Africa; a couple of Jesus films from India; and a
Brazilian soap-opera style TV-series about Moses that got edited down and
released to cinemas. Plus, as I’m an Italiophile, I included some stunning
Italian films.

18

Roundabout June 2022

What is the main goal you want to accomplish with 100 Bible Films?
Can I give two? On the one hand, I’d like to see film-lovers appreciate
this glorious array of films so they don’t just think about 1950s Hollywood
epics (great as they are), but realise all the interesting retellings, some of
which are by many of our greatest ever filmmakers. On the other hand, I’d
like people to look at these stories, which have been such a foundational
part of who we are, and think about them in ways they might not have
otherwise considered.
What major shifts, progressions, or changes have you seen over the
genre’s lifetime?
These films go way back to the 1890s, right back to the earliest years
of cinema itself. At times they have driven technological advances –
particularly the miracles, from early camera trickery, to advanced special
effects, through to CGI. Then there’s the introduction of sound and the
changing use of colour. There’s also been growing accessibility, with voices
from what might once have been considered the margins finding space,
while there’s still room for mega-productions such as Noah. In another
sense, many of these films have proved controversial, but for different
reasons at different times. Life of Brian caused uproar in 1979, but today it’s
loved by many churchgoers and atheists alike.
What are your favourite biblical films?
I think if I had a good answer to that, I probably wouldn’t have had to write
the book!
What is your favourite non-biblical film?
I love The Godfather, Singin’ in the Rain and The Adventures of Robin
Hood, but also more recent films like Wes Anderson’s movies and the
Studio Ghibli films.
You only moved to the village relatively recently. What are some of the
things you have enjoyed about living here?
Yes, I’d lived in Loughborough for 28 years before we came here in
January 2021. For most of that time, I’ve been watching movies, working
for charities and playing rugby. It’s been great moving here. Everyone has
been very welcoming, and we love walking on Beacon Hill, Bradgate, the
Outwoods and working our way around all the local footpaths.
If Matthew’s answers have whetted your appetite for more, the book is available from
high street and online bookstores in paperback, hardback or ebook format.

Editor, with thanks to Matthew Page
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Food for thought
April’s meeting was the first of our new programme, which runs from April to
March each year. It was also time to renew memberships and welcome new
members to the Woodhouse Eaves WI. So, it was encouraging to see many
stalwarts join us for this month’s meeting. After the business of registering
and paying our annual membership fees, Sue Young, our WI President,
started the meeting by giving a warm welcome to three visitors, with the
hope that they will return next month, as fully-fledged members.
Did you know that there are 14.4 million people, including 4.5 million
children, living in poverty in the UK and the number is rising? In 2018, the
Loughborough Food Bank was set up to help local individuals and families
in the area. Charnwood has a well-established network of food banks,
supplying food and support to those in need. Our speaker and food bank
volunteer, Mike Riley, told the members that this was of one of several
organisations that collect and distribute supplies each week. Loughborough
Food Bank is linked to the nationally recognised Trussell Trust. Food
banks have been responding to increasing demand for help, particularly
during the past two years as a direct result of the pandemic. Indeed, at the
time, the Government acknowledged that food banks were ‘an essential
service’ and were able to remain open during lockdown to support those
who were struggling to make ends meet. With cost-of-living prices rising at
unprecedented rates, food banks see the need for urgent help on-going.
Those who need immediate support from food banks are not simply the
long-term unemployed or homeless. In these times of spiralling costs of
living, more people are finding it difficult or impossible to make ends meet.
They may be on a minimum wage or zero-hour contracts. Perhaps they
may have been unexpectedly made redundant or are waiting for Universal
Credit payments. They may have had an unplanned bill to pay, or ill-health
affecting their ability to work full-time. Marriage breakdown, single parenting
and struggling to pay rising heating or travelling costs for work can all result
in an inability to stretch limited resources further. People from all walks of
life can find themselves in difficult and unexpected situations; and as Mike
reminded us, many of us may be only one pay day away from poverty.
How do food banks work?
You may have seen or are already donating at collection points throughout
the area but are unsure of how the support reaches those in need. Local
communities, businesses, churches, schools, supermarkets and individuals
donate non-perishable food, essential household goods and toiletries.
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Professional local organisations, partner agencies such as health visitors,
schools, social workers and police can refer individuals and families to
a food bank, where a food voucher can be exchanged for a parcel with
enough food for at least three days or more. Volunteers sort, date and
prepare the parcels ready for collection. Some people may only need to
access this support once or twice, others on a more regular basis. Most
people attend in person to collect their food parcels, where they are also
able to access a wide range of extra support and advice, such as benefit
entitlement, debt and housing advice. They can also talk things through with
someone who has a listening, understanding ear.
Mike told us that in 2019, 10,000 people were supported and 112.3 tonnes
of food was distributed to the people of Charnwood by the Loughborough
Food Bank. The Trussell Trust’s aim is to help eliminate poverty in this
country; meanwhile, the need for food banks continues. This was a most
enlightening talk to our members, many of whom brought donations for
Mike to collect for the Loughborough Food Bank.
If you are interested in finding out about the Woodhouse Eaves WI,
please contact Judith via email; harrisonjudith9@gmail.com or mobile
07812 371 705.
Jane Futcher

Divine intervention in the forest
Tales from the Local History Group archive
Woodhouse Eaves was once renowned for its many convalescent homes,
thanks to the clean fresh air at its elevated location. Here, people could
recover post-hospitalisation, before returning to their own homes. The
first home, which opened in May 1875, consisted of four furnished rooms,
apparently rented in a cottage in Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, close
to the Curzon Arms (formerly the Anchor Inn). Convalescent periods were
normally three weeks long, at a cost of four shillings a week (20p in decimal
coinage). Presumably, this included food. This may not sound much for a
room, but it was more than the weekly rent paid by most village labourers
for their family cottages.
The cottage home proved so popular that the following year a further
room was rented in the adjoining cottage. In 1879, a second home was
opened on Brand Hill by George Wade, a retired wine merchant, and his
wife Elizabeth, and the two homes were amalgamated in 1883. Despite
this expansion, demand for places continued to outstrip supply, so the
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committee charged with the oversight of convalescent provision set out to
find a site where a new purpose-built home could be erected, and to raise
the funds to build it.
Divine intervention
In an era before piped water was widely available, it was essential to find a
source of spring water for a well, so the committee called on the services of
John Mullins, a water diviner (or dowser), but a stonemason by trade, from
near Chippenham in Wiltshire. Mr Mullins bore testimonials to his success
from many people of high standing, both locally and nationally, including
Murray Finch-Hatton, 13th Earl of Winchelsea, 7th Earl of Nottingham, and
one-time MP for Lincolnshire South and Boston.
At noon on one November day in 1890, Mr Mullins determined to
demonstrate his skill to a sizeable party of people from the committee,
as well as some Woodhouse Eaves gentry, including Colonel Henry of
Long Close, Miss Ellis from The Brand, Mrs Heygate of Roecliffe and Dr
Archibald, the village physician. Three sites were to be investigated, all on
land owned by Sophia Perry Herrick of Beaumanor. The first was on fields
at the corner of Brook Road and the bottom of Beacon Road, the second
was off Dean’s Lane, and the third was at Whittle Hill Field, about a mile to
the north-west of the Beacon summit.
The rod in action
Mr Mullins’s V-shaped divining rod would have
been a stout, forked twig from a hazel or willow
tree, or a whitethorn bush. According to an
account in Spencers’ Illustrated Almanack,
1892, he traversed each site, holding the
arms of the rod with the apex of the V
pointing downwards. As soon as he crossed
flowing water, no matter how deep, the rod
rotated so that the apex pointed upwards,
the violence of the rotation being related to
the depth of the water. (More commonly the
rod is shown as being held horizontally, the V
dipping downwards when water is detected.)
Some members of the party experimented with
holding the arms tightly as it crossed the water
source, to stop the rod moving. The attempt
failed; the twig simply curled round itself until
it snapped.

A late 18th C dowser in action.
[Source: https://www.wikiwand.
com/en/Dowsing]
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Several springs were detected at each site, with depths varying between 60
and 120 feet (18 to 36 metres). Mr Mullins reckoned that one spring at the
first site might yield up to 200 or 300 gallons of water per hour.
Despite the dowser’s success, in the end none of the sites was selected.
Although the Dean’s Lane site boasted magnificent views, it was deemed
too exposed. We do not know why the other sites were rejected.
A new site is found
The chosen location was on the western side of Woodhouse Lane (the
extension of Breakback Road beyond Dean’s Lane), just over halfway
between Woodhouse Eaves and Nanpantan. The land was suitably
elevated, but sheltered by the Outwoods to the east, rock outcrops to the
west and rising ground to the north. An added bonus was a promised supply
of filtered piped water from the nearby Nanpantan Reservoir, constructed in
1870 to supply water to Loughborough.
Using a solid silver trowel with an
ivory handle, the foundation stone
of the new Charnwood Forest
Convalescent Home was laid by the
Duchess of Rutland on 2nd August
1893, in front of a very large gathering
of the great and the good from
Leicester and Loughborough (whose
Patients outside the Charnwood Forest
patients it would accommodate) and
Convalescent Home in 1921.
Woodhouse Parish (the host parish).
The finished building, with bedrooms, rather than wards, for up to 50
patients, was formally opened by the Duke of Rutland the following year.
The building remained in use as a convalescent home until 1933, being
used by the Red Cross for wounded servicemen during World War One.
In 1936 it was sold to the Youth Hostels Association, and later sold on as
student accommodation. Currently, as ‘Charnwood Lodge’, it is a residential
home for people with autism and complex behaviours.
Evelyn Brown

June in the cottage garden
‘June is bustin’ out all over’ – lyrics that always come to mind when I think
about June. The month is a continuous whoosh of growth and colour, full
of wonderfully long days when (if you so choose) you can garden with light
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enough to work until after 10.00pm. I must say, I envy those who are able to
sit in their garden and watch the month as it glides into full summer, as this
is something I find almost impossible to do. There is just so much to do this
month and, if I do sit, my eyes quickly fall on a task that needs my attention
and I must get up and do it. The vegetable garden and cutting patch need
constant attention from weeding, sowing to harvest, while the borders
need an injection of summer annuals to replace late spring flowering that
has gone over. Work aside, June is a month to savour and carry with you
through the dark days of winter.
In the flower borders
If you lift and store your tulip bulbs after flowering, now is the time to do it.
I myself tend to leave tulips in the ground. Some never re-emerge, some
return for a few years, and just a few come up again and again for years.
There is always a new variety I find in the autumn catalogues that I will
introduce too. You can also give wisteria a summer prune now. Cut back
those long straggly side shoots to promote flowering next spring. If you
haven’t already (and I would advise doing this as they emerge in spring),
support tall-growing perennials. Continue planting summer bedding in pots
and to fill in gaps in the borders where other plants have finished flowering.
Make sure pots and hanging baskets receive a weekly feed to keep them
flowering. Monty Don provides a
useful tip to help him remember
to feed by designating Fridays as
‘feed Fridays’.
In the vegetable garden
Plant out sweetcorn after hardening
off. Make sure you plant in bocks,
rather than rows, to aid pollination.
Spread mulch around the bottoms
of thirsty plants such as beans and
courgettes to help retain moisture
around their roots. Apply a regular
feed of tomato food to fruiting crops
such as tomatoes, courgettes and
chillies. Cover ripening fruits with
netting to protect from birds. Take
soft wood cuttings from herbs such
as rosemary and lavender and place
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on a sunny windowsill. Another nice thing to do with herbs is to plant up a
hanging basket and place it outside your kitchen window. That way, you will
have masses of fresh cooking herbs at your fingertips.
To mow or not to mow?
Leaving your lawn to grow wild is a popular thing now and there are sound
reasons to do so. We gardeners even have No Mow May these days.
However, there are some (me included) who find their gardens just do not
suit this approach. Personally, I believe a well-cut lawn and edging makes
a beautifully nurtured flower border look even better. But if you have ever
thought of letting part of your lawn grow longer to encourage wildlife and
wildflowers, then here are a few handy tips on how to create a beautiful
mini-meadow lawn.
A good idea is to turn the middle of your lawn into a ‘meadow’. Start by
mowing out a shape and then simply stop mowing that area. Many will tell
you that, in order to create a wildflower meadow, you need to remove the
turf, as the soil needs to be impoverished for many wildflowers to grow.
However, if you are only creating a small wild meadow area, then leaving
the turf (as described above) can work well. It is worth noting that you
will be creating a perennial wildflower meadow. For an annual one, you
would need to remove the soil. In the first year you may well see plants
such as cowslips and wild carrot emerge, alongside a variety of different
grasses. You can also add a few wild plants such as ox-eye daisies to the
mix yourself. Some plants such as dock, thistle and dandelions are very
invasive and should be weeded out. You can also sow yellow rattle, which
will naturally weaken and reduce the number of grasses you have. Your
mini-meadow will also need to be cut once a year, usually between midJuly and mid-August when most wildflowers have finished flowering and
set seed. Make sure you remove the cut material and do not leave it on the
ground as it will add nutrients.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced
by numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge
per issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the interim advertising manager Roger
Berkeley on (01509) 890 424 or via the email address below.
Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event. We
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
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What’s on in June
Sat

4th

10.0012.00

W’Eaves car
park or annexe

Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves
£5 adults
Open Gardens. Pass from any open
weekend pass,
garden, post office, village hall
children free
th
th
Sat- 4 -5 11.00Art exhibition by Charnwood Drawing & Annexe
Sun
5.00
Painting Club. Refreshments available.
See ad. p.18.
th
Mon 6
6.45
Parish council meeting
Village hall
Tues All
10.00Charnwood Drawing and Painting
King George V
12.00
Club, inc hot drinks and biscuits.
room, £4
th
Wed 15
TBC
WI annual summer outing
TBA
Sat
18th 10.00Village fair to raise funds for Ukrainian King George
4.00
children through Fr Piotr’s charity, see V Room and
ad. p.27
annexe
Sun 19th TBA
Evington Lions v Afghanistan Strikers
Cricket pitch
th
Sat
25
1.00Heritage Project school celebration,
St Paul’s
5.00
bring your own teddy for a go on the
Church
zip-wire, www.stpaulsheritage.org
Anyone is always welcome to find out more about joining the Roundabout
production team. There are tasks both small and large to suit different skills;
email us if you might like to help: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

SatSun

4th-5th 2.006.00

Terracycle collection of ‘difficult to
recycle items.’ Organised by the
Plastic Free group. Final collection.

Check for more local event details on the Woodhouse Parish Council website:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Codeword Solution
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