
Council tax – what is it used for? 

For an annual rate of £2,000 [£38.40 per week], just over the average rate in the parish, your 
council tax helps pay for a wide range of services from the county, borough and parish 
councils.  They are ticking away in the background to help society to function.  Here are 
examples of some of the regular services provided for you: 

 

1. Weekly rubbish collections – someone comes to your door and takes it away, having 
given you the bin or bags to store it. 

2. Lighting along the roads at night – street lamp columns cost almost £1,000 each.  
These are provided for you, together with the electricity supply and here and there, a 
gadget that saves energy costs by switching them off around 01.00 until about 06.00. 

3. Gutter grids emptied and gulleys cleaned out – a cycle of attention that struggles to 
keep up with clearing grit from road surfaces, rubbish thrown out of vehicles, and 
straw falling off farm vehicles. 

4. Roadside verges, trees and hedges cut – the recent rainy weather has allowed these 
to become overgrown rather more quickly than usual.  This year gentler cropping to 
allow insects, especially bees, to benefit from wild flowers and grasses. 

5. Road and pavement re-surfacing and filling potholes - a lot more needed when ice 
attacks even the hardest tarmac after bad winters.  

6. Emergency services – police, fire and ambulance services on demand, including 
police search and rescue helicopters, preventative fire safety training, premises 
inspections, and general advice on and control of health and safety for householders. 

7. Footpaths and bridleway maintenance – an often-unseen activity but one that 
benefits many local and visiting walkers and riders. 

8. Street furniture – road signs that label your road or warn of dangerous bends; and 
signs that direct you to places of interest such as to the Beacon Country Park, itself 
maintained mainly from council tax. 

9. Crisis services e.g. social services when you need to report problems and support for 
families and individuals who need help. 

10. Play equipment inspections – done fortnightly by the parish, quarterly and annually 
by the borough. 

11. Planning – essential for controlling un-checked development and regulating safe 
building. 

12. Flood risk assessments and liaison with national flood defences. 

13. Town centre car parks and a contribution towards the cost of the car park in 
Woodhouse Eaves. 

14. Council houses – there are 100 of these dwellings in Woodhouse Eaves [out of 
around 850]. 

15. Licensing services – for playing music, running events, ensuring the safety of public 
premises e.g. the village halls. 

16. Libraries and museums including the mobile that visits our villages. 

17. Salaries of county, borough and parish council staff [the parish has only 1.3 full-time 
equivalent posts] 

18. Contractors e.g. playing field mowing, roadside gardens maintenance.  

19. Safety inspections e.g. for gas, electricity, water systems and fire - all done annually 

20. Repairs & maintenance to three village halls, Sports Pavilion, cricket & football 
pitches, tennis courts, play areas, War Memorial, notice boards, parish-owned street 
lights, car park, public toilets – and for alerting Leics CC and Charnwood BC to any 
property repairs for which they are responsible.  

21. Running of the parish council 

 


