Editorial policy
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The final decision rests with the editors.
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Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
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Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.
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Editor’s note
October’s issue is overflowing with copy – it sometimes happens that we
are in the fortunate position of having too much to include everything. So for
anyone expecting to see the write-up of the September Local History Group
talk, this will now appear in the November issue, together with articles from
Jim Horne and Roger Kirby.
On the following pages we reveal the motivation behind the new-look Pear
Tree Inn (p.19) and share successes from students at Welbeck – The
Defence Sixth Form College (p.17) and the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural
and Craft Show (p.12).
Sadly, unless action is taken now, the situation for the village cricket club is
bleak (p.7). According to John Gillingham, the club really needs some new
members – even just to meet informally to have a relaxed and friendly game
of cricket. Without new players getting involved right now, this really will be
the end of 123 years of cricket in the parish.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
When are parish halls open?
To find out when a hall is open, e.g. to leave something on display or to take
a look at the halls before deciding to book, please use the online booking
system to check the times at which the halls are unoccupied. The calendar
for all three halls is available online at https://tinyurl.com/Bookings-calendar
and to make a booking, use www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/villagehalls.html
Managing the premises
New Premises Manager Gordon Watson, who started in August, can be
contacted by email at premises@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk and
when Gordon Watson is on site he is based in the annexe. He will confirm
online bookings, manage opening and closing duties, and handle queries
about facilities in the buildings and on the field. Please tell us about any
requirements for an event (such as screen and projector controls or
microphones) so that these can be made available in time for your booking.
If organising a party or similar event, please take any waste home to
recycle – there is no waste removal contract for the halls.
Cleaning contract
Dusters Cleaning Services of Mountsorrel will clean all three halls and
public toilets. They arrive early from Monday to Saturday to prepare the
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buildings before activities start. Fran Goodwin will continue to help with
freshening up between bookings when necessary. People with events that
finish around midnight on Saturdays are asked to leave promptly and book
to come back on Sunday morning to finish clearing up.
Consultations
Council agendas and minutes list all incoming correspondence including
public consultations. You will find brief details on this page:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/consultations.html and the clerk
usually has more details to pass on if you are interested in having your say.
Recent calls were on shale gas drilling permission, planning appeal delays
and the rural economy.
Our Neighbourhood Plan
The consultation event and display on 1st September was attended by over
100 people. The group was very grateful to all the delivery ‘regulars’ who
helped to distribute the leaflet in time for this event, and to the horticultural
show committee for agreeing to let the consultation event run at the same
time as the show.
If you missed the event, please contribute your thoughts on the planning
policies that you would like to see applied to this beautiful area in the future.
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Your thoughts and ideas can be sent by a number of channels: using the
leaflet included with the September issue of Roundabout, by email to the
advisory group at woodhouseparishNP@gmail.com or to any parish
councillor or the parish council clerk.
The next stage will be a meeting of a wide range of organisations that
supply services to the parish, including businesses and educational
institutions. They will be individually invited to an event in October.
Agendas, minutes and other items are on the parish website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/woodhouse-parish-neighbourhoodp1.html
Planning permission – when needed?
Homes and offices situated in one of the parish conservation areas, and all
listed buildings almost always need planning permission prior to carrying
out any changes or modifications to the building, garden, trees or
boundaries. There are some ‘permitted development rights’, but these are
usually removed for conservation areas and listed properties. Listing also
includes gardens and boundaries – the curtilage – not only the buildings.
Planning officers will give full advice.
Next meetings: Finance committee Tuesday, 25th September in the
annexe at 6.30pm; council meeting on Monday, 1st October in the village
hall at 6.45pm.
Ann Irving, clerk to the parish council

News in brief
Cricket news
I must begin by congratulating our Saturday tenants, Mahers, who have had
a most successful season. With two games remaining, their first team are in
an unassailable second place in their division with the chance that they
could become champions. Their second eleven have already been crowned
champions of their division. Both teams have consistently compiled large
totals and their opponents have been unable to match them.
The village club has had another frustrating and largely fruitless season
with only one game played. On the occasions when we could field a side,
the opposition couldn’t. In the next few weeks the committee and other
interested parties will meet to decide the future of village cricket in
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves. At the moment the outlook is bleak
and 123 years of village cricket will likely come to an end.
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If you have an interest in local sport and could help keep it going, we would
be delighted to hear from you. Please contact John Gillingham on (01509)
890 193.
John Gillingham
Beautiful village water pump
The water pump on Main
Street is a well-known
feature of Woodhouse
Eaves. This year it has
been carefully repainted
and recently a note of
appreciation was found
thanking the Woodhouse
Eaves Horticultural and
Craft Show for the
donation that allowed the
planting of flowers for all Thank you to the Woodhouse
to enjoy.
Eaves Horticultural and Craft
Editor Show.

The village pump in
September.

Wheelchair available
A wheelchair is available at Oakwood Pharmacy for short-term loan within
the parish. It was purchased with money raised at the Woodhouse Eaves
Horticultural and Craft Show with the intention that it could be used within
our villages. Anyone needing occasional or short-term use of a wheelchair
should contact the pharmacy to make arrangements (01509) 890 520.
Amanda Garland
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Help at the time of a cardiac arrest
There are around 60,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in the UK each
year. Half of these are witnessed by family or bystanders but only 22 to 29
per cent of the population are comfortable performing cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR). This results in a low survival figure of seven to nine per
cent. Other countries with improved community training programmes have
much better survival figures.
Knowledge of the ‘Chain of Survival’ i.e. early recognition of a cardiac
arrest, chest compressions and ventilation, defibrillation and postresuscitation care in hospital will improve these poor survival figures. Let’s
try and increase the number of people in our community who can manage a
cardiac arrest. See ‘What’s on’ for details.
Sue Tyler
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Neighbourhood Plan update
Thank you to all those who attended the Community Consultation event and
submitted comments at the event, via email and suggestion boxes.
Upcoming neighbourhood plan stakeholder event
A stakeholder event specifically for landowners, local businesses and
community groups will be taking place in October. Invitations for this event
will be issued at the end of September. If you are an interested stakeholder
and do not receive an invitation by Friday, 5th October, please email:
woodhouseparishnp@gmail.com for details.
Merrin Pearce
Dementia Friends
There are currently 850,000 people with dementia in the UK, with numbers
set to rise to over one million by 2025. Dementia doesn’t care who you are
and could affect any one of us. People with dementia often feel – and are –
misunderstood, marginalised and isolated. That means they’re less likely to
be able to live independently in their own communities. Many of us have
personal experience of someone living with dementia – maybe a relative,
friend or neighbour – and it can be difficult to know how best to help.
Dementia Friends, an initiative by the Alzheimer’s Society, believes in the
need to create a climate of kindness and understanding, so that everyone
affected by dementia feels part of, not apart from, society. Dementia Friends
Champions are volunteers who encourage others to make a positive
difference to people living with dementia in their community.

Roundabout October 2018

9

Dementia Friends Champions run information sessions, which aim to give a
better understanding of what it is like to have dementia and look at ways to
support someone to live well with the condition. If you would like to find out
more, please see ‘What’s on’ and the advert on page 18 for details about
the Good Neighbour Scheme Dementia Friends Information Session.
Tricia Shakespeare
ArtyFarty Handbag group
About three years ago a few people from the parish who shared passion for
art got together to see if they could find common interests and ideas that
they could pursue as a group. The fun of sharing the same interests and
enthusiasms has led to new friendships as well as skills, and much laughter.
We quickly realised that we took art seriously, yet not ourselves – hence
the name ArtyFarty. We then added a handbag to our name as we used
this to collect money to pay for necessary expenses, such as equipment
and drinks.
The group is small so that we can share skills and ideas easily, as well as
meet in each other’s homes and visit exhibitions together. The richness of
the group was soon apparent with sessions on felt making, fused glass,
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drawing, painting, paper manipulation, sculpture, wood carving and more.
Each session is led by a member of the group, who introduces the skill and
then the group interprets that guidance. At the end of the sessions, the work
is shared so that we can learn from each other’s ideas.
Gradually as people gained in confidence, smaller groups developed to
pursue collaborative areas such as papier-mâché, sculpture and
watercolour. The ArtyFarty Handbag continues to evolve, and the artworks
produced are diverse and fascinating, yet still retaining the initial principle
about exploring art, but not weighing ourselves down with dutiful
seriousness.
Inspired by the Charnwood Forest, ten people from the group have been
working on the theme of trees. Creating pieces that have made by
individuals, small groups and the whole group. These artworks represent
the diversity as well as the interests and skills of the participating
individuals. See ‘What’s on’ and advert p.16.
Through this project we have learnt many new skills in art, as well as the
opportunities of working together in different teams. It continues to be fun,
and laughter is still a dominant feature of each meeting.
Sarah Brookman and Miranda Brookes
Dog fouling
A dog-owner has been in touch to ask that all fellow dog-owners please pick
up after their pets. Areas that have been noted as ‘worse than usual during
August’ are the Donkey Slip (connecting Victoria Road, Hill Rise and
Church Hill) and the area around the park. Even parents with young
children in pushchairs have been seen to leave their dog’s excrement. The
dog-loving resident also asks to please ensure that older children who might
walk the dog on occasion are responsible for picking up after the family pet.
Editor
Young readers’ artwork on the front cover
We would love to see your drawings or photographs on the front cover of
Roundabout. Drawings or photographs be from younger readers and should
work well in black and white. Please submit artwork that is suitable for
printing in a circle to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk and we’ll include
as many as possible over the coming months.
Editor
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Horticultural and craft success
Saturday, 1st September saw the doors
of Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall open
for the 29th Woodhouse Eaves
Horticultural and Craft Show. In the 28
years since 1989 the show has raised
over £62,000 to benefit local causes.
The competition starts
On the Saturday morning participants in
the show, both from the parish and
further afield, were to be found busily
arranging displays of fruit and
vegetables, plants and flowers, arts and
crafts, baked and bottled goods. At
11.00am sharp, time had run out for
finalising exhibits – hands were raised in
the air, reminiscent of Fox’s MasterChef
The 29th Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural
USA when time’s up.
and Craft Show.
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The doors were then shut and the serious
business of judging took place. An independent
panel of judges scrutinised, weighed and tested
the different entries in various categories.
Scores were tallied and certificates and awards
were sorted in just three short hours, ready for
the doors to open to the public at 2.00pm.
Fresh from the garden
During the afternoon it was fun to look at the
entries in all the different categories. Among the
highlights were the vibrant and colourful fresh
flowers and the tomatoes, which looked so
uniformly red and ripe. In contrast to last year,
when there were two enormous pumpkins, this
Soon after the doors opened for year the pumpkins must have suffered from the
public viewing of the show
hot and dry summer. Cinderella’s fairy
entries.
godmother might have been a little disappointed
at what she would have had to work with.
Crafts galore
In the village hall annexe the tables were
bowing down under the weight of baked
goods. The arts and crafts on display made a
nice contrast to the food and drink.
Personal favourites were the children’s
entries. So many get involved,
from pre-schoolers to teens. All the children
Vases of freshly cut flowers.
from the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
Beavers Section entered a painting on the theme of seasons. The children
from Little Owl Pre-School each entered a ‘healthy meal on a plate’ collage.

‘A plate of five apples’.

The children’s presentations were hosted
by Sue Woolhouse, who warmly and
happily distributed the awards. Erin
Hawksworth was awarded the Eric
Dryden Trophy for best in show, which
she won with her impressive unicorn
cake. The cake was baked on a whim the
evening before the show. Awards were
given for first, second and third in each
category. Caleb Hubbard had the highest
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aggregate points for the under-ten age
group and was awarded the Randon Cup.
Olivia Hemmings, who had won the
Randon Cup for the last three years,
moved up an age group this year to join
the under 13s. Olivia achieved the
remarkable feat of being awarded the
Valerie Fitchett Cup for highest aggregate
points in her new age group.
Children’s amazing decorated cakes.

Unfortunately, the full list of names for
first, second and third in each category is
too long to include in print.
Evening awards and auction
During the evening awards were
presented for the adult categories.
Following the awards, all the donated
items that had been entered in the show
were auctioned by Richard Mollart.
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Reportedly, one winner (who shall remain anonymous) had left the baking
parchment on an otherwise beautifully decorated cake. This led to some fun
as the cake was auctioned and subsequently gifted… only for the gift
recipient to fail to cut all the way through the cake due to the baking paper!
If you haven’t taken part in the show before, give it a try next year on
Saturday, 7th September – it really is open to everyone of any ability and of
any age.
Janine Ainscow

Sue Woolhouse handing the
Randon Cup to Caleb
Hubbard for highest
aggregate points in the
under-10 age group.

Florence Gogh was awarded
the trophy for Most Perfect
Sunflower Head by Sue
Woolhouse.

The award-winning
unicorn cake by Erin
Hawksworth.

Olivia Hemmings with the Valerie
Fitchett Cup for highest aggregate
points in the under-13 age group.

Erin Hawksworth, winner of the
Eric Dryden Trophy for best in
show.
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Outstanding A level results and university offers
at MOD STEM college
The students from Welbeck – The Defence Sixth Form College, which
specialises in STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths), have achieved excellent A level results this year. An impressive 17
percent of the A levels were awarded an A*. Students from all backgrounds
are required to study both maths to A level and physics to AS level as core
subjects (70 percent of students go on to take physics A level).
Welbeck students study for their A levels over a period of two years.
Obtaining their A levels is the first stage of the Defence Technical Officer
and Engineer Entry Scheme (DTOEES). Students hope to achieve their
ambitions to become engineers or technical officers within the armed forces
and engineers or scientists in the Ministry of Defence civil service.
Further education
Students who are sponsored by one
of the branches of the MOD have
been successful in gaining a place
on a course approved by the
Defence Technical Undergraduate
Scheme (DTUS), or have been
offered Direct Entry to the single
services, or have alternative routes
within defence. Many of these
students on DTUS courses will study
Students from Welbeck – The Defence Sixth
for degrees on highly competitive
and demanding engineering courses Form College
with very high entry grades. DTUS students will receive an annual bursary
of £4,000 while at university. After graduation they will start their new
careers by attending officer training at Britannia Royal Naval College, Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst, RAF College Cranwell, or join the Defence
Engineering and Support (DE&S) Graduate Engineering Programme for a
future career within the DE&S area of the MOD.
Exceptional results
Five students achieved the remarkable feat of being awarded four A*
grades: Adam Copestake, an Army student from Nottinghamshire, will now
study Maths at the University of Birmingham; Ciaran Dowds, from Dumfries
and Galloway, is a Defence Engineering and Science Group (DESG)

Roundabout October 2018

17

student and will study electrical and electronic engineering at Imperial
College London; Dylan Foberby, a Royal Navy student from Suffolk will read
computing at Imperial College London; Tesni Haddon-McMillan, a DESG
student from Dundee, will study physics at Imperial College London; and
Jodie Mitchell from Lincolnshire, an RAF student, will study engineering at
Cambridge. In addition, Matthew Trewren, a RAF student from Surrey, has
also won a place to study engineering at the University of Cambridge.
The Principal, Peter Middleton, said: ‘All of our students have worked
incredibly hard to achieve these high grades required by the MOD and our
partner universities. We are delighted that over 80 per cent of our students
have been offered a place at their university and on their course of first
choice. We wish them every success in their future careers within the MOD
and beyond. I am grateful to all the staff for their tireless work in supporting
our students to realise such success.’
There were also some outstanding AS level results for the Lower Sixth, with
11 students achieving four A grades and 13 more achieving three A grades.
Heather Neep, Marketing Manager, Welbeck - The Defence Sixth Form
College
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The Pear Tree Inn
Rebranding a village anchor
You may have noticed while driving down Main Street the bright amber glow
of a newly-installed bouncy castle, or heard the buzzing of saws and or
noticed the smell of fresh paint. It may also be hard to ignore the uptick in
evening foot-traffic and the crisp new square sign. Gino’s Pear Tree, under
the same owners and management, has become The Pear Tree
Contemporary Village Inn.
History of The Pear Tree Inn
Opened in 1884, The Pear Tree Inn has always been known as a pub, a
fact that is not lost on the brothers who own and run the inn. Over the years,
the building has seen many changes and has grown along with the village,
but has not lost its purpose. The Pear Tree Inn was also a favourite of the
American GI’s who were stationed at Quorn before taking part in the D-Day
landings. Since then, the inn has seen ups and downs, but has always
served the villagers agreeably.
Gino’s
Gino and Janet Albiniano opened their first restaurant named Mamma Mia’s
in 1986 in Loughborough. The parents were overwhelmed by running an
extremely busy and well-reviewed establishment as well as having three
sons to look after. All was well until the day that Gino’s landlord informed
him that he would not be renewing his lease as it was his intention to sell
the premises and retire. The Albinianos were facing dire circumstances.
Gino and Janet’s eldest son, Riccardo, was working at two jobs at the time.
He was working for his parents as needed and was the pub manager at the
financially struggling Pear Tree. At the time, The Pear Tree Inn was owned
by a large pub chain called Punch Pubs and, seeing that there might be an
opportunity, Gino made an offer. Needing the capital required to secure his
own building and his restaurant dream, Gino and Janet sold the family
home and moved upstairs above the restaurant along with their three sons,
Riccardo, Gianni and Marco, and started Gino’s Pear Tree Inn.
It seemed as though Gino had it all – his own beloved restaurant, his wife
and three sons all working together in unison under his care – until Gino
passed away suddenly, far too young, aged 53. Devastated, but united by
name and blood, the Albinianos have carried on for the last six years,
serving some of the finest dishes in Leicestershire, with Riccardo and
Marco operating the ‘front of house’ and Gianni being executive chef.
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Why the change?
I had the opportunity to discuss the rebranding efforts with Riccardo during
their ambitious ten-day turnaround. The three brothers had seen, over the
years, a slow decline in business during the week, while the weekends were
almost always completely booked solid. They attributed this to the
‘formalities of Italian restaurants’ and noticed that many repeat diners were
there for anniversaries or corporate events, but they were not weekly or
monthly regular diners. Many local villagers were simply ordering take-away
rather than dining in and the brothers realised that a decision might soon
need to be made regarding the future. They also felt that they were still
carrying on with their father’s restaurant, not theirs, and that it was no
longer very enjoyable and was becoming rather cumbersome.
The rebranding
While the brothers were devastated to make the decision to abandon the
Gino’s moniker, their new vision was one that they knew had to be their
own. According to Riccardo, ‘the mission is to have a relaxed yet modern
pub that has taken away the formality of the restaurant, but also doesn’t
have taxidermy fox-heads hung above the bar’.
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Upon entering, you are still greeted by the trademark Vespa scooter and
the giant hand-built stone pizza oven. This oven is used for their awardwinning wood fired pizzas, and having it on display rather than being
tucked into the kitchen behind closed doors only adds to the experience.
Walls have been moved but there is still an open and modern feel, and the
idea is that villagers will feel comfortable bringing families with children or
groups to grab drinks and snacks on the terrace. As the same quality chefs
remain, and all the management still exists, all of the villagers can be
certain of the same quality of cuisine and service with a more relaxed,
family-friendly atmosphere.
The new look and feel
When they discussed their thoughts and concerns with some regular
patrons (Claire Callaway and Jeff Kindleysides), Claire and Jeff, as villagers
often do, offered their assistance. As luck has it, Claire (managing director)
and Jeff (owner) are globally renowned for their branding design
consultancy firm Checkland Kindleysides and have worked with some of the
world’s largest companies doing interior design and branding among many
other things. Claire and Jeff have taken a personal interest in every detail –
even pillow straightening!
Heritage wall
The Albiniano boys have not lost sight of the familial connection. Once
inside The Pear Tree Inn, you notice the ‘heritage wall’, which is opposite
the bar area with vintage original pictures of Gino, and his parents. The
evolution is truly inspiring, and one would have to imagine that Gino would
be proud of what his sons have accomplished.
Devan Cropp

Update from the plastic-free group
It is nine months since the airing of Blue Planet II and it is heartening to
see the impetus for change has continued in Woodhouse Eaves and around
the UK.
Locally
Village residents have been raising awareness by sharing experiences from
holiday destinations and noting local shops that supply plastic-free
products. Several beaches now provide litter tongs and encourage visitors
to spend a few minutes picking up litter before they leave. Many campsites
now pride themselves on their excellent recycling facilities and some even
sell ‘naked’ lollipops.
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A local family are trying out the Terracycle system for recycling difficult-torecycle items. This includes biscuit and cracker wrappers, personal care
products, household cleaning and fragrance packaging. Hopefully we can
find a central collection point in order that any other willing residents can
join in. See https://terracycle.co.uk for details. A group of people in the
parish have been buying in bulk to purchase environmentally friendly items,
which are not yet available to buy in the village.
The collection box for plastic bottle tops is up and running in the village hall.
These often fall off in the recycling process and are then wasted. Any
collected in the village will be donated to charity or recycled into more
permanent objects. The Woodhouse Junior Garden Club now uses wooden
plant labels and recycled plastic pots.
Slightly further afield, there is a new fish and chip shop in Anstey that has a
no-plastics policy and uses sustainable oils. A zero waste shop has opened
in Leicester selling dried goods, cleaning products and toiletries that are all
package-free. John Lewis in Leicester now has a collection box for empty
cosmetics containers of any brand. These will be recycled by the makers of
Origins products. The National Space Centre in Leicester now serves food
with compostable cutlery and containers.
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Nationally, B&Q will take back plastic plant pots for reuse. Waitrose has
stopped providing disposable cups for its free drinks and is encouraging
people to bring a reusable cup. Morrisons says you can use your own
containers for meat and fish, and it is providing the highest proportion of
recyclable packaging out of the major supermarkets. Which? reports that
one-third of supermarket packaging is non-recyclable or poorly labelled.
The August edition of the magazine has a detailed article about how to
reduce your plastic footprint.
Concerns
Concerns were raised about the local market in Loughborough, where
traders are quick to give away plastic bags whether you want them or not.
The resulting litter can be seen whirling around in the wind, searching for
the nearest route to the canal.
Also, it sometimes feels as if the changes being made by supermarkets are
a cynical way of extracting more money from people with a conscience. For
example, some unwrapped goods are more expensive than those in nonrecyclable plastic. Finding your way through the mass of information and
the complexity of recycling rules can be overwhelming, but here are some
positive stories:
In the news
Lewis Pugh completed a 330 mile swim to highlight plastic pollution in the
sea. He swam from Land’s End to Dover – a gruelling seven-week swim.
That is a phenomenal commitment to the cause.
Countryfile’s summer special highlighted the efforts of the people of Croyde
in reducing plastic waste in the area. As well as litter tongs, large sieve
drums are available for visitors to separate ‘nurdles’ from the sand. Nurdles
are the small pieces of plastic left after larger pieces of plastic have been
worn away by the sea. Shops and restaurants are using paper straws and
compostable cups, selling water in cans, rather than plastic bottles, and
avoiding single-use plastics where possible.
The Marine Conservation Society has been taking aerial photographs
around the Scottish coastline to locate plastic hotspots, which volunteer
litter pickers can then clear. Sadly, these are some of the most remote
beaches rarely frequented by people, but which receive rubbish from
elsewhere dumped by the tide.
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Juventus football club has a new kit made from recycled ocean plastic.
VAX produced a cardboard vacuum cleaner, which was designed by a
Loughborough University student. Even the Archers is having a plasticfree wedding!
The Eden Project is producing recyclable coffee capsules for all those
people who can’t bring themselves to give up on their coffee machines.
Unfortunately, I discovered this on the very same day I had decided to
dispose of mine! Never mind… back to the cafetière.
A fascinating programme The Secret Life of Landfill: A Rubbish History was
aired by the BBC. A most notable piece of imagery came through the quote:
‘If Elizabeth I had worn disposable nappies and drunk Coca Cola they
would both be in the ground today in almost perfect condition’.
Some wise words that might describe our aims
‘Be the change you want to see in the world’, Mahatma Gandhi. ‘Do your
little bit of good where you are. It’s those little bits of good put together that
overwhelm the world’, Desmond Tutu.
Cherrie Whatmuff
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The joy of flowers
Members of the Woodhouse Eaves
Women’s Institute enjoyed a very
pleasant and informative
demonstration by flower arranger
Sandra Meakin on 15th August
2018. Sandra created four beautiful
flower arrangements in under an
hour, showing how different
containers could be used as a base
and using a variety of flowers and
foliage plants.

Flower arranger Sandra Meakin.

From design to completion
The containers ranged from a garden planter in the form of a small
wheelbarrow, to a woven basket, then a tall vase bought at a charity shop
and finally a long wicker trough, which Sandra had been told was a French
bread carrier. Given the length of the trough, the baguettes must have been
huge! All of the containers had a block of floral foam taped inside, which
had been floated on water to allow it to soak up as much water as it could,
without air pockets being formed. The floral foam, which has superseded
moss or wire netting as a base for flower arranging, is made from waste
plastic material. One tip passed on by Sandra was that the foam must be
completely covered with either flowers or foliage if the arrangement is to
be entered in a competition. Another tip was that dry floral foam can be
used as a filler, to bring a saucer containing the soaked foam up to the
correct height.
It was interesting to watch how Sandra built up each arrangement, trimming
the foliage and flower stems to approximately the right length and then to
exactly the right length to obtain the desired effect. The first stems were laid
horizontally to cover the foam and to create the overall diameter or length of
the arrangement, followed by stems at different angles to create the height.
In general, the foliage stems were used first – the plants used included
Weigela, Cotinus coggygria, Euonymus, Hosta, Viburnum and box. Sandra
had brought the foliage from her own garden that had survived the
ministrations of her husband, who favours the chainsaw approach to
pruning shrubs.
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Tips to take away
The flowers that Sandra brought were from a supermarket, most
supermarkets now selling a wide variety of good quality flowers at a
reasonable price. Sandra advised trimming one inch off the stems and then
leaving the stems in a bucket of water for 24 hours before using in an
arrangement. Flowers used in the four arrangements included gerbera,
roses, spray chrysanthemums, Alstroemeria and Gypsophila. One member
asked how to revive droopy roses – apparently the trick is to stand the
stems in boiling water for a short time before returning them to cold water. It
must be the shock to the system!
Sandra kept everyone entertained with a string of stories and anecdotes
while making the art of flower arranging look deceptively simple. Inspired by
the beauty of the finished arrangements and armed with Sandra’s tips, I am
sure that I will not be the only member to ‘have a go’ at creating a flower
arrangement of my own.
Judith Harrison
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The autumn sky at night
Harvest moon
Despite the glorious weather we all enjoyed, the celestial highlight of the
summer resulted in a damp squib as July’s lunar eclipse (or blood moon)
was masked by clouded skies over our parish. Nevertheless, the moon
retained a particular fascination as we moved into autumn, with the
appearance of the ‘harvest moon’.
The harvest moon is defined as being the full moon closest to the autumn
equinox and this year it fell on 24th September. In days gone by, it was
significant as the bright moon enabled farm workers to continue harvesting
crops long after the sun had set.
To those of us not working in
fields and with a chance to look
up to the sky, the harvest moon
is special due to its red-orange
tint and its larger than normal
appearance. Both are due to the
fact that the orbit of the moon
around the earth at this time of
year is shallower than average,
so the moon spends more time
low in the sky. When the moon
is low in the sky, the light from it Moon Illusion. The moon appears larger when it is
nearer the horizon than when it is higher compared to
has to travel through more
equally sized clouds. Picture credit: Damianadrian
atmosphere, and therefore more (Wikimedia Commons).
dust particles, compared to
when it is higher up. Dust scatters blue light proportionately more than red
light, so a lower moon in the sky has a more orange hue (this also applies
to the sun at sunset).
The larger than average appearance of a harvest moon is actually an
optical illusion, often called the Moon Illusion. It is possible to demonstrate
this at home by comparing the size of the moon in pictures taken on a
camera (or phone) at moon-rise and when the moon is higher in the sky. In
both pictures, the moon will, more or less, be the same size, despite your
eyes telling you different. The best explanation we have for this is that
objects on the horizon are interpreted by the brain as being further away
than those high in the sky. For example, on Windmill Hill, Nottingham will
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appear close to the horizon 20 miles away, but the clouds passing overhead
are only one or two miles away. So an object of the same size is deduced
as being bigger if it is closer to the horizon.
The stars in autumn
Autumn provides an excellent opportunity to look at some of the classical
Greek constellations. Two of the most prominent at this time are Cassiopeia
and Andromeda. In Greek mythology Cassiopeia was the mother of
Andromeda and her vanity over her own and her daughter’s beauty caused
Cassiopeia to be cast into the night sky. Cassiopeia, the constellation, is
one of the most recognisable of all the constellations, with its bright stars
making a clear ‘W’, high in the eastern part of the autumn night sky. The
stars of Andromeda can be found close by, a little nearer the horizon.
With the aid of a small telescope, the brightest star of Andromeda, called
Alpheratz, can actually be seen as two stars that form what astronomers
call a binary star. Binary stars are not uncommon; in fact, the Pole star,
Polaris, is also a binary star. An apparent second binary star can be found,
Almack, which is at one end of Andromeda, consisting of one bright, golden
star and a second dimmer, bluish star. It is now known that the bluish star is
itself a triple star, making the whole system a quaternary star.
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If you look between Cassiopeia
and Andromeda on a moonless
night, you should be able to
see a small cloud of stars. This
is the Andromeda galaxy, our
nearest large galaxy. It is home
to an estimated one trillion
stars; more than double the
number of stars in our own
Milky Way galaxy. Similar to
the Milky Way, it is a spiral
galaxy with a dense bulge of
Star map of Cassiopeia and the Andromeda
stars at its centre. Pointing a
constellation and galaxy.
telescope to Andromeda’s
centre should reveal another apparent binary star. This time the ‘stars’ are
actually star clusters and in the dimmer of the pair there lies a black hole
roughly 200 million times the mass of the sun.
Recent measurements on the movement of the Andromeda galaxy have
shown that it is heading directly towards the Milky Way at a speed of
250,000mph. Please do not lose any sleep about the impending galactic
collision though; it is not due to hit us for another 4.5 billion years.
Ed Ainscow

October in the cottage garden
October is a month of change in the garden. The days are growing shorter
and the garden and gardener alike feel a sense of slowing down, as if the
batteries are running low. All that growing and all that tending is gradually
coming to a halt. As I write this, autumn is not yet upon us, but after a long
and gloriously hot summer I have a feeling that autumn may come early this
year, maybe not due to weather, but certainly in terms of plants running out
of steam.
October is a month of tidying, as leaves begin to fall and perennials die
back. It is also a month of last orders; picking the last tomatoes, apples and
autumn-fruiting raspberries. So if we are blessed with a mild autumn, resist
the temptation to retreat indoors – get out into the garden and make the
most of those daylight hours left before winter.
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In the flower garden
There comes a time in October when tender plants such as cannas and
dahlias need to be brought inside to over-winter. I try to leave them as long
as possible to harden them a bit to the weather, but make sure they are in
before the first real frosts. If you are lucky enough to have kept pots of
annuals going until now, it’s probably the time to clear them out and replace
them with a nice display of autumn and winter flowering plants such as
pansies and violas, with small shrubs such as Skimmia and Euphorbia to
add a bit of foliage colour.
If you like having a go at your own propagation, now is the time to take
hardwood cuttings from shrubs or roses and collect seeds from perennial
plants. Store any seeds in paper bags rather than polythene, which can
attract moisture and rot the seed. Continue planting spring bulbs. Keep
mowing the lawn for as long as possible and now is also a good time to
aerate your lawn.
In the vegetable garden
Clear away any spent crops so they don’t harbour pests and diseases.
Garlic can be planted any time in October. Once you have cleared your
tomato plants away, plant hardy salad crops to keep over winter. Sow hardy
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broad beans and peas for early crops next year. Cut fruited stems of
autumn raspberries and blackberries down to the ground. Plant out
spring cabbages.
Turning up the heat
The law of averages would say that every now and again we will get a
summer like the one we’ve had this year, but evidence for global warming
does seem to point to our summers generally becoming hotter and certainly
drier. If this is the case, then as gardeners we need to think about ways of
maintaining our gardens with less water and even changing the way we
garden. Here are a few thoughts you might like to consider for next year.
Add more water butts to the garden. Think of ways to utilise brown water
such as washing up and bath water (very mild detergents won’t hurt
garden plants). Add water-saving gels to compost for potted displays. Be
smart about watering – a good soak once a week is more beneficial than a
quick spray every day. Also, water early in the morning or late at night to
reduce evaporation.
Choose plants for the garden that can cope better with prolonged dry spells
such as Cistus, lavender, Verbena, Helichrysum and Perovskia. As a
general rule, plants with silver or
woolly foliage and those with pungent
leaves cope better with drought, as
do water-storage plants such as
succulents. Avoid large patches of
parched grass by turning an area of
the garden into a gravel garden
where many of the above species will
thrive. Young plants and those newly
planted will need extra care in dry
weather as they won’t have had time
to put down sufficient roots to find
enough water.
We may not have much control
over our future summer weather,
but a bit of thought can go a long
way to helping us and our gardens
to not only cope, but enjoy a
warmer climate.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Have you heard the old laws about
it being illegal to eat a mince pie on
Christmas Day, or that it is legal to
shoot a Welshman with a longbow
on a Sunday in Chester? The
following is based on an informal
document produced in 2013 by the
Law Commission’s Statute Law
Repeals team to answer some of
the queries that they receive about
alleged old laws.
It is illegal to damage grass
Not quite.
The Commons Act 1876 made it an
offence to interfere with or disturb a
town or village green. The offence is
aimed at interruptions to the use of
the green, rather than damage to
the grass itself. However, damage
to a lawn may be covered by
general laws on criminal damage.
It is illegal to be drunk on
licensed premises
Yes.
Under section 12 of the Licensing
Act 1872, ‘every person found
drunk… on any licensed premises,
shall be liable to a penalty’. It is also
an offence under the Metropolitan
Police Act 1839 for the keeper of a
public house to permit drunkenness
or disorderly conduct on the
premises. Furthermore, under the
Licensing Act 2003, it is an offence
to sell alcohol to a person who is
drunk, or to obtain alcohol for
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consumption by a person who is
drunk.
It is illegal to carry a plank along
a pavement
Yes.
This is an offence under section 54
of the Metropolitan Police Act 1839.
Other offences covered by section
54 include flying kites, playing
annoying games, and sliding on ice
or snow in the street.
It is illegal to fire a cannon within
300 yards of a dwelling house
Yes. This is an offence under
section 55 of the Metropolitan
Police Act 1839.
It is illegal to beat or shake any
carpet or rug in any street.
However, beating or shaking a
doormat is allowed before 8.00am
Yes.
This is an offence under section 60
of the Metropolitan Police Act 1839.
In other districts, it is an offence
under section 28 of the Town Police
Clauses Act 1847. Other offences
covered by section 28 include:
keeping a pigsty in front of your
house; slaughtering cattle in the
street; erecting a washing line
across the street; singing profane or
obscene songs or ballads in the
street; and wilfully and wantonly
disturbing people by ringing their
doorbells or knocking at their doors.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

Codeword solution
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What’s on in October
Mon 1st
Wed 3rd

6.45
7.30

Sat

6th

7.00

Sun

7th

11.004.00

Sun

7th

10.00

Mon

8th

7.30

Wed 10th

7.30

Wed 17th

7.30

Sun

21st

10.30

Mon

22nd

7.30

Wed 24th

7.30

Sat
Sun

27th
28th

10.304.30

Mon

29th

7.00

Tue

30th

7.009.00

Wed 31st

5.007.00

Council and Charity meetings
Good Neighbours Scheme AGM. All
welcome. Refreshments available
St Paul’s annual Quiz Nite. Fish and
chips. BYO drinks. Tickets from
pharmacy
Scarecrow Festival. Aunt Sally’s cafe
(VH annexe), craft fair (VH). Prizes for
best scarecrows (free to enter)
Beacon Trail 10K & Half Marathon,
Jack Rabbit Events
Local History Group, ‘The Barber
Surgeon in the Wars of the Roses’,
talk by Eddie Smallwood
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Tales
from the bush’, mini-talks by members
Women’s Institute, ‘Cocktails!’ by The
Shaker Boys
ArtyFarty Handbag group exhibition.
Artwork on theme of trees. Tea or
coffee with cake £1.20 (see ad. p.33)
Friends of Charnwood Forest, ‘What's
in a name? Investigating place names
of Charnwood Forest’, talk by Dr Attard
Film Show, Miss Sloane, political
thriller. Tickets inc. light refreshments,
on the door or from newsagent
Woodhouse Eaves Art Group Annual
Exhibition. Refreshm’ts. (01509) 734
467, ingriddaniels@hotmail.co.uk
CPR and defibrillator training.
Booking req’d (01509) 890 971,
susan.taylor30@btinternet.com
Good Neighbour Scheme Dementia
Friends Information Session (see ad.
p.18). Please book on 07561 890 100
Bright Light Party (see ad p.12)

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Village Hall
George V
Room. Free
Village Hall.
£10
Whole village.
£2.50 trail
guide
Beacon Hill
£15/17, £22/24
Methodist
Church. Visitors
£3
Village Hall.
£2.50/visitor £3
Village Hall. £4
Swithland
Memorial Hall.
Free
Village Hall.
Visitors £3
Village Hall. £4

Village Hall.
Free
Village Hall.
Free
Methodist
Church. Free
St Paul’s
Church. Free

