
 



 

2 Roundabout  February 2019  

Editorial policy 
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley, 
Chris Brown, Jill Craig, Audrey Davidenkoff, Amanda Garland, Andrew 
Garland, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson. 

Editor for this issue: Jill Craig 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Audrey Davidenkoff 

Cover : Neil Robinson / Andy Thomson 

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 
I was always attracted to Woodhouse Eaves before we moved here four 
years ago. It seemed to be a well-balanced village of varying house types 
with a smattering of shops, and a variety of people, animals and vehicles 
tracking and trundling through the most beautiful countryside on earth. As I 
walk up Tuckett Road or Windmill Hill with my greyhound, I sometimes 
question our wisdom, choosing to live between hills and heading towards 
retirement age. Then I look out on our lush views and it’s all worth the odd 
tweak of knees and ankles! 

While the weather might be chilly and windy, it’s always a great feeling to 
return from a walk and feel cosy. Even when the gas was cut off for a day, 
we kept warm with the heaters that the gas company provided. By the end 
of February we should have daylight until 5.30pm, so I look forward to 
tipping into spring. 

This issue includes articles featuring local people from recent and past 
times, a glowing review of a local play, a very useful guide to keeping safe 
online, as well as seasonal advice to gardeners.  

The Plastic Free group on WhatsApp (p.9) seems like an effective way to 
take part locally in the quest to be more environmentally friendly in our use 
of packaging and when buying products. I have noticed that certain brands 
of goods, such as dog food, now pack six cans together in cardboard, 
instead of plastic and some bags of dry dog food are in reinforced, 
recyclable paper, instead of plastic. If consumers lead the way by feeding 
into supply and demand figures, we can ‘vote’ with our purchases, which 
will encourage other brands to follow and pack in recyclable materials, 
hopefully. 

Jill Craig 

Parish council news 
Finances 
December’s meeting approved a budget for the next financial year. We 
have therefore asked Charnwood Borough Council for £79,898.76 to run 
the parish from April 2019 to March 2020, a rise of two and a half per cent. 
This is a rise of £1.96 per elector and brings the average (band D) council 
tax to £80.38.  
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The increased letting fees took effect for all new bookings made after 1st 
January and details are on our website. The facilities on the charity land 
(King George’s Field) - halls, play area and playing field - always cost more 
than the income generated so we will continue to raise what is needed from 
external grants and are always grateful for donations made by village-wide 
community events.  
Staff 
Many parish inhabitants have now met our new premises manager, Gordon 
Watson, who is settling in well and has successfully completed his six 
month probation period. The parish council staff total is the equivalent of 
only 1.4 full time posts, so the council depends heavily on volunteer support 
and thanks them most heartily for their contributions. 
A word about the Clerk 
After 13 years as Clerk to the Woodhouse Parish Council, Ann Irving has 
given her notice and will leave the council when a replacement is in 
appointed. When details of the post are finalised these will be available to 
anyone wishing to find out more. It is not a clerical or secretarial post, but 
one that requires considerable legal and managerial skills. The Clerk has to 
make sure that the council works within a national legal framework, only 
doing what it is allowed to do. The 
Clerk also has to work within charity 
legislation as the council is the sole 
trustee of the King George’s Field, 
upon which sit most of our physical 
assets. The council and the charity 
have to be separated for meetings 
and accounts and, although the 
charity’s business is run along similar 
lines to the council’s, there are 
differences that need delicate 
footwork. The job also means 
managing relationships with the other 
tiers of government and with a wide 
range of contractors, as well as 
residents and businesses. Please ask 
for more details if you are interested 
in the role. 
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Snow clearing  
One of Ann’s other jobs has been that of parish snow warden, a scheme run 
by the Leicestershire County Council to help keep village communities 
moving. It would make sense for a resident of Woodhouse Eaves to take over 
this role. The job entails clearing snow along the pavements between critical 
community facilities for example from the village hall down to the shops and 
back up the other side of Main Street to the Cottage Surgery. Leicestershire 
County Council provides training and clothing and will provide the grit, which is 
specially tailored to this county. Posters are on display on village noticeboards 
in Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves, and in the bus shelter in Woodhouse 
Eaves, so please consider taking this on. The county council pays a small 
amount for each hour of the volunteer’s work into the parish council’s account. 
Some words about the councillors 
The parish councillors are due to retire in early May. Election day is 
Thursday, 2nd May and the newly elected councillors will take up their role 
on Monday, 13th May. Parish councillors represent the interests of residents 
both within and beyond the parish. Particularly useful interests to have on 
the council are sport and planning, as each one underpins a lot of the 
business that the councillors have to discuss and decide. 
Charnwood Borough Council will soon send application packs to hand out 
to anyone who would like to be considered, so please get in touch to find 
out more. The parish council website has information about the role, and of 
course, it also lists the current councillors who will be able to answer 
questions about the work. It is not paid, but it is valuable. The minimum time 
commitment is to attend ten monthly meetings a year and any committees 
to which they can contribute.  
See www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/elections-and-co-options.html 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Two consultation meetings were held in September and October. The 
Advisory Group is currently sifting through the responses to identify issues 
that are of most concern to local residents and businesses. The group is 
thinking of ways to translate these into planning policies. The minutes and 
other details are on the parish council website at 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/woodhouse-parish-neighbourhood-
p1.html and anyone can contact the group by email 
woodhouseparishNP@gmail.com or attend the meetings.  

Next meeting: Open to all, as usual, on Monday, 4th February at 6.45pm in 
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the parish council 
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News in brief 
Village road closures in February 
On 10th February, Forest Road, Woodhouse will be closed from 1.00pm to 
4.00pm by Severn Trent Water in order to change the manhole in the centre 
of the road near the alms houses. There will be a diversion route in place. 

On 19th February, Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves will be closed for up 
to three days. There will be a diversion route in place. 

Jill Craig 

Fun and friendship 
The Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute certainly lived up to its motto in 
2018 – what an eventful year it was! 
Activities that took place on a regular basis included coffee mornings, a 
book club, skittles and darts practices and matches, as well as the monthly 
meeting at the village hall. Two local walks and an outing to Rutland in July 
were organised. Delegates attended various events at local, regional and 
national level. 
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Many interesting speakers were invited to the monthly meetings, including a 
poet, a cook, a milliner and a ukulele group. One of the most fascinating 
evenings was in February when four past presidents described what the 
Woodhouse Eaves WI was like throughout its 100 year history, with an 
impressive display of photographs and memorabilia to look at and enjoy.  
In November the committee stood down, many of its members having 
served for many years, and a new committee was voted in. The year 
culminated in a buffet supper in December, at which the past committee 
members received well-deserved thanks for all their hard work. We were 
entertained by magician Richard Fawkes whose tricks were amazing. 
Visitors are welcome to our meetings which are held at 7.30pm on the third 
Wednesday of every month in the village hall. A visitor’s fee (currently £4) is 
payable. Our WI is very friendly and you are guaranteed a warm welcome.  

Judith Harrison 
Plastic free for 2019 
During 2018, members of Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves came 
together to try and lessen their impact on the planet and the amount of 
plastic used at home. The group, spearheaded by Cherrie Whatmuff, was a 
great success and we have all learnt a huge amount from each other. As a 
group we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Cherrie for her 
dedication throughout the year, 
which has kept us on track and 
focused on this huge environmental 
problem. 
Moving into 2019, we want to keep 
the momentum going and continue 
to reduce the amount of plastic we 
use and throw away. I will be taking 
over the administration of the What’s 
App group and we would like to 
welcome anyone to join. The group 
posts ideas, thoughts and messages 
of encouragement to each other. We 
also buy some plastic-free items in 
bulk to reduce costs. If you would 
like to be part of the group, please 
send a message to: 07960 787998.  

Gemma Andrew 
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Local tennis player’s steady climb to success 
With the New Year comes a new era for Woodhouse Eaves tennis: Katie 
Boulter is now 97th in the world singles rankings. In the latest BBC news 
article (see www.bbc.co.uk/sport/tennis/46623352 for coverage) Katie 
referred to playing regularly against her brother in the village: ‘We used to 
practise together at this local court down the road from our house. It's my 
absolute claim to fame, beating my brother when I was 14. I'll keep that for 
life! ’ What shines through from the article is that Katie’s family has been a 
pivotal influence on her tennis, especially as her mother, Sue, has also 
played tennis for the county and Great Britain.  

Having taken a break from tennis previously, Katie has shown great 
determination to become one of Britain’s shining tennis stars and is 
currently number three. She got to 96th in the world in October 2018 and by 
New Year’s Eve had peaked at number 431 in the doubles rankings.  

Katie’s almost meteoric rise from nearly 900th in the world in 2015 has seen 
the 22 year-old fight chronic fatigue syndrome, defeat the former US 
Champion (Sam Stosur) in Nottingham last June and win for the first time at 
a Grand Slam by beating Veronica Cepede Royg at Wimbledon. On the 
WTA’s YouTube channel she has described this debut as being very special 
and said:- ‘I don’t think anything will ever match up to what it was there.’ 
Well, this was before she faced two of her tennis idols at Perth’s Hopman 
Cup in the form of Serena Williams and Roger Federer in doubles 
competitions. Katie almost took a set off Serena and, in a separate match 
against Federer, hit him with a volley! She described this as being a bit 
awkward. 
Katie was home on Christmas Eve shortly before she jetted off for her first 
appearance in the main draw at the Australian Open. However, this is by no 
means unfamiliar territory, as she was runner-up in the Girls’ Australian 
Open at Melbourne Park in 2014. Quoted in an interview with The 
Telegraph this January, Katie said:- ‘I am really looking forward to having a 
go at players I don’t normally get to play. Hopefully this going to be my new 
normality.’  
We hope to share more of her success in 2019. Maybe we should get more 
four-year-olds learning on the village courts? I’m sure Beacon Tennis Club 
would love to hear from you.  

Chris Brown 
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Ladies’ Day with the Beacon Players 

Amanda Whittington’s bitter-sweet comedy-drama, Ladies’ Day, proved a 
triumph last November for the Beacon Players and their director, Jane 
Futcher. It was good to see women taking centre stage in a play for once, 
while the men played the supporting roles. 

The plot 

It is 2005, the year that Ascot came to York, and four friends from a fish-
packing factory in Hull (Jan, Linda, Shelley and Pearl) decide to celebrate 
Pearl’s imminent retirement, with Pearl opting for a ladies’ day at the races. 
On the day, deep desires are revealed and skeletons come tumbling out of 
cupboards. One proves particularly shocking when Pearl confesses that, for 
several years, she was having an extramarital affair with Barry, a bookie. 
However, one day he failed to turn up to their regular rendezvous, with no 
reason given, and Pearl has heard nothing from him since. She is clinging 
to the hope that she might find him working at the races, and so solve the 
mystery. 

By the end of the play, answers have been found and desires are fulfilled, 
thanks to chance meetings and the wisdom of friends, helped on the way by 
a successful six-race accumulator bet which gives the women the financial 
freedom to follow their dreams. 

Production and performance 

In a play where the opportunities for stage action are limited, and the set 
was kept simple so that it could be easily adapted from fish factory to race 
course settings, the four principals were under significant pressure to keep 
the audience fully engaged. Sally Hardwick, Ruth Consterdine, Olivia 
Curran and Hilary Ayling did not disappoint. On stage for most of the time, 
they maintained their distinctive characters throughout, and established a 
fast-paced, lively chemistry among 
themselves that soon had the audience 
hooked. Jane Futcher’s intelligent and 
thoughtful direction enabled them to 
develop these characters to maximum 
effect, at times through sensitively 
nuanced scenes that varied the tone, 
drawing the audience through a range of 
emotions associated with love, despair, 
laughter and loss. There was also scope 
for actors Mark Temple, Steve Shipton, 

The four friends from the fish factory 
(left to right: Ruth Consterdine, Sally 
Hardwick, Olivia Curran and Hilary 
Ayling). 
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Mick Swinfield, Mark Blatherwick, Keith Hague and David Fuller to impress 
in their supporting parts. 
The leading ladies 

In a tenderly played scene between Ruth Consterdine (a wistful Linda) and 
Mark Blatherwick (an unsuccessful jockey) we see two people discover a 
shared longing for someone to believe in them, and are left with the hope 
that they have found what they need in each other. Meanwhile, the constant 
attempts by young Shelley (Olivia Curran) to use her ample charms to 
inveigle TV race commentator Jim (Mick Swinfield) into providing a possible 
opening into the media world that she craves, and his increasing difficulty in 
concentrating on his job, injected pure comedy. In her first outing with the 
Beacon Players and her first lead role, Olivia sustained a feisty performance 
with a maturity that belied her not-yet-18 years. I hope we will see more of 
her in future productions. It was also good to see Mick back on the boards 
and up to his usual form following a break. 
All credit goes to Sally Hardwick for her portrayal of Jan’s descent from 
extrovert confidence to drunken misery as it emerges that she has been 
abandoned by her partner, and has unrequited feelings for Joe, the factory 
supervisor (Mark Temple), and then her ascent into joy when she finds her 
feelings appear to be reciprocated. 
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Solving the mystery 

The scene that has lingered longest in my memory is the intensely poignant 
meeting between Pearl (Hilary Ayling) and Barry (David Fuller), which could 
so easily have been mawkish in the hands of lesser actors and directors. As 
Pearl and Barry approach each other tentatively, step by step, from 
opposite sides of the stage, Pearl’s resentment begins to soften when she 
learns that Barry had suffered a heart attack on the day of their rendezvous. 
In a relationship based only on first names, there was no way the news 
could have reached her. Standing face to face with Barry, Pearl finally 
realises her lover is dead. In a moment of reconciliation, they dance slowly 
round the stage in each other’s arms to the strains of Engelbert 
Humperdinck’s The Last Waltz. But the last waltz cannot last for ever. Barry 
gently disengages, backing away with his hand still outstretched towards 
Pearl, while she continues to dance, empty-armed, until the curtain closes. 

Come the final curtain, and the well-deserved clapping and cheering from 
the audience, I couldn’t help asking myself how the Beacon Players can 
possibly top November’s performances. Rest assured – they will! 

Evelyn Brown 
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Fraud and cyber protection conference 
Back in November, in my role as a village community volunteer, I attended a 
conference at Leicestershire Police on fraud and cyber protection. 

My reasons for attending were threefold: a family member had recently 
fallen prey to a cyber-fraud; my role as a volunteer on the Good Neighbour 
Scheme has made me aware that there could be vulnerable residents 
among us; and my previous career in information technology meant I have 
a vague understanding of the technology involved. 

The conference was very well attended – over 100 people were there. 
Some, like me, were community volunteers; some were from small 
businesses, some large (Leicestershire County Council); and some had 
commercial interests. There were several presentations, mostly from 
serving police officers, and there were various side stalls offering advice, 
services and products.  

It was a bit of an eye-opener as one of the most striking things is how 
susceptible we all are to fraud, and how plausibly the scammers come 
across. We were told that even police officers with 30 years of experience 
have fallen victim to these reprobates. Some key points were: 

• You are more likely to be scammed than burgled. Cyber-criminals 
have a much easier time and have much less chance of being caught 
than burglars. 

• Date fraud (when the victim meets, via a dating site or app, someone 
whom they believe to be a genuine person, who then persuades them 
to send money) is most common against women aged 60-70. 

• The fastest growing fraud is pension fraud (where retirees are conned 
into moving their pension into a scheme that turns out to be fake), and 
the average loss is £90,000. 

• Victims are vulnerable to repeat attacks. Lists are circulated 
throughout the underworld and those hit once are often targeted again 
a few months later, often by the same scammers posing as scam 
recovery companies. 

We were each given a copy of the booklet The Little Book of Big Scams, 
which describes, in detail, each type of currently known scam, with advice 
on how to avoid them and what to do if you fall victim. Briefly, the categories 
covered are: online crime; Wi Fi hotspots; online shopping and auction 
sites; computer software service fraud; romance and dating fraud; 
recruitment fraud; holiday fraud; ticketing fraud; on-line banking and card 
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fraud; identity fraud; courier fraud; door-to-door fraud; investment fraud and 
scam mail. 

The pamphlet (4th edition) can be found by searching on line, or via the 
following URL: https://tinyurl.com/y9a5bofn.  

I also learned of a couple of valuable services that could be of interest: 

• The Digital Inclusion Project run by Age UK. These are free of charge 
workshops where advice is given on all things digital, including smart 
phones, tablets and computers. The nearest ones are in Tesco 
Community Rooms, Park Road, Loughborough on every first and third 
Thursday, and at Rothley Community Library, on the first Thursday of 
the month. If you are interested contact their Digital Champions 
Project Coordinator, Sumayya Kara on, (0116) 223 7371. 

• There is a Silver Line (like Esther Rantzen’s ‘Childline’,but for us 
oldies). It’s not specifically cyber-crime related, but is a general help 
and advice line for older people, particularly those who are lonely or 
isolated. Their number is: (0800) 470 8090. 

Other pieces of advice and information I picked up include the following: 
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• Anyone can find out a lot about you (for example mother’s maiden 
name, date of birth) just from simple internet searches. (Try Googling 
yourself or looking on www.192.com.) 

• Keep all computers, tablets and phones up to date with the latest 
updates and turn on ‘auto update’ if possible. Likewise, use anti-virus 
software on all computers, tablets and phones. 

• Go to www.haveibeenpwned.com and input your email address to see 
if your credentials may have been hacked. If so, change all passwords 
affected. 

• Use strong passwords on all internet accounts, especially email. There 
is a government website on how to do this at 
www.cyberaware.gov.uk/passwords 

• Not all scams involve technology. Beware of door-to-door and postal 
scammers too. 

• Don’t be tempted to put your internet router near a window as 
scammers can read your passwords printed on the back. 

• Never conduct sensitive business (including internet banking) when 
connected via public WiFi because anyone may be listening. 

The final piece of advice given is, ‘If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is’. There is an initiative called ‘Take Five‘ https://takefive-
stopfraud.org.uk that basically says, if in any doubt, take five minutes to 
think and preferably discuss with someone you trust. There’s also an ABC 
mantra: Accept nothing; Believe no-one; Confirm everything. 

Sorry to end on such a paranoid note, but as the saying goes, ‘You’d be 
paranoid, too, if everyone was out to get you!’ 

Graham Cameron 
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Samuel Isaac Preston – chauffeur and poet 
Back on Tuesday, 10th March 2018 Leicestershire-based historian, Caroline 
Wessel, launched her book Beaumanor War and Peace: The Curzon 
Herrick Years 1915-1939. Listening to the opening by the 2017/18 
Chairman of Leicestershire County Council, Janice Richards, and a 
beautiful performance of Garden in the Rain, it was revealed that the 
catalyst for this fascinating research into Beaumanor Hall’s social history 
was the correspondence between William Curzon Herrick and his chauffeur, 
Samuel Isaac Preston. Letters and notes were found in a rusty old tin by the 
grandchildren of Samuel Preston, Jane Jones and John Shipman, in their 
grandmother’s home in Kinoulton. The heir to Beaumanor struck up an 
endearing friendship with Samuel who lived and worked in Woodhouse 
Eaves.  

From interviewing his grandson, John Shipman, the author of this article will 
show, over the next few Roundabout issues, a series of excerpts from 
Samuel’s fascinating life. In this issue, John has kindly passed on a poem 
written in 1938 by Samuel Preston describing holidaying in Woodhouse 
Eaves, which typifies his grandfather’s good wit and humour: 

Woodhouse Eaves Holiday 1938 
By Samuel Preston 

They fetched us in the car from home 
Our eyes danced with delight 
As through the lanes and fields we went 
We saw many a pretty sight 
 
And so we got to Woodhouse Eaves 
In Grandpa’s nice new car 
You would have smiled as we scrambled out 
To kiss our Grand-mama 
 
Next day we went a-hunting 
And saw the hounds afar 
And so on the Reservoir 
In Grandpapa’s new car 
 
Then suddenly we heard a bell 
A ringing o’er the water 
So asked Grandpa to take us 
His Grandson and Granddaughter 
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To see the Holy fathers 
And see the house of God 
Built by the Holy man themselves 
And cut from out the Sod 
 
‘Good Morning father’ said young John 
‘Good Morning son’ said he 
‘I’m very glad to see you here 
And what might your name be?’ 
 
So when he said his name was John 
The father he did say; 
‘Saint John was our Lord’s dear friend’ 
And hoped that John could pray 
So John stood in the corner 
With eyes and hands clasped tight 
And in that very holy place 
He prayed with all his might 
 
The father gave his blessing 
His emotion tried to hide 
And gave John a lovely medal 
With our Lord stamped on the side 
 
When we got up next morning 
Our faces all aglow 
And from our bedroom window 
We saw quite a foot of snow 
 
Grandma helped us on the lawn 
To make a big snowman 
Uncle Ted advised us 
As only a big man can 
 
Then cousin Doreen took us to 
The famous Windmill Hill 
Where rolling Winter breezes blow 
And our young lungs we fill 
 
Now down the hill we scamper 
Our faces all aglow 
And so back to the Curzon Arms 
A-nestling down below 

Chris Brown 
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February in the Cottage Garden 
January and February are the quiet months in the garden. While the 
weather rages and the temperatures plummet, the garden sleeps, 
suspended in time until the sun starts to warm the earth again. Most of the 
big autumn and winter jobs have been done and us gardeners sit twiddling 
our thumbs, itching for plants to start growing again. Or do we? If winter is a 
time that keeps us mainly indoors with our hands idle, for me it’s the time 
that my brain does all the work. I pore over seed catalogues, decide on new 
planting schemes and make plans for any changes to the garden I have 
been mulling over. 

If you do venture outside into the garden you’ll see that time has not quite 
stood still. There is evidence of spring bulbs just starting to poke through 
the cold soil; tiny buds start to appear on the branches of trees and shrubs 
and, on rare warmer days, the birds start a few tentative notes in practice 
for the song of spring to come. 

In the flower garden 
By February I have cut back most of last year’s perennials and cleared 
away the stems of dead annuals. All the beds have had a couple of inches 
of good mulch and the last of this year’s spring bulbs have been planted. 
Deciduous grasses should have been left undisturbed during the worst of 
the winter weather, but can now be cut back to reveal next year’s growth 
underneath. Cut back late summer flowering clematis to a bud about 30cm 
from the base. Large congested clumps of perennials can be lifted and 
divided to make new plants for elsewhere in the garden. Ivy, Virginia 
creeper and other vigorous climbers should be cut back now, before birds 
start to build their nests. Sprinkle a slow-release fertiliser around the base of 
roses and other flowering shrubs. If you fancy a bit of late winter cheer, fill 
some pots with hardy spring annuals such as primroses, wallflowers and 
early flowering bulbs bought in the green*, and position them where you can  
* ‘in the green’ means bulbs have leaves in the early spring, rather than when bought as 
dormant bulbs in the autumn. 

In the vegetable garden 
If you haven’t already, finish pruning fruit trees while they are still dormant. 
You can also plant bare-rooted fruit trees or canes if the ground is not 
frozen. Start chitting** first-early potatoes in a light, frost-free place. Prepare 
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your vegetable beds by digging over, removing weeds and spreading a thick 
layer of compost.  
**‘Chitting’ is the sprouting of potato tubers. 

As well as potting up containers with early flowering annuals, make sure 
you have a few bulbs and plants in the garden that will add a little early 
cheer to the garden. Crocus and dwarf iris are lovely at this time of year and 
will sit happily in the front of borders or naturalised in a corner of the lawn. 
Early flowering daffodils such as February Gold can be planted in borders 
or grouped in containers for a real splash of colour. No winter garden should 
be without the snowdrop. One of the earliest flowering bulbs, plant them in 
drifts for a truly spectacular show. They also make a lovely cut flower. 
Spread them around the garden by dividing clumps after flowering and 
planting in the green. Grow delicate Cyclamen hederifolium at the base of 
trees where they will provide colour until March. 

In my opinion the best flowering shrub for February is the gorgeous witch 
hazel. Cultivars come with bright yellow, copper red or pink flowers and their 
smell is truly intoxicating. The tiny flowers of daphne are also highly scented 
and perfect for that shady corner that needs cheering up. The large showy 
flowers of camellias warm the heart at this time of year, but remember, you 
need ericaceous soil to grow them. If in doubt, plant in ericaceous compost 
in a large container. They also need protecting from harsh frosts. 

So with new seeds on order, potatoes chitting happily on the windowsill and 
the garden dotted with February flowering delights, sit back, make a cuppa 
and relax. Time marches on, spring is on the way and it will soon be time to 
get back out into the garden. 

Jo Poultney 
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Codeword 
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help 
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).  
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The last word 
Fancy a break in one of the most 
unusual hotels in the world? 
If you haven’t already spent out on 
Christmas and New Year 
celebrations, consider taking a 
break in one of many amazingly 
original hotels throughout the world: 

Quebec’s Hotel de Glace is 
sculpted in ice at sub-zero degrees 
and is beautifully illuminated. 

In Idaho, Dog Bark Park Inn is in the 
form of a giant beagle named Sweet 
Willy. In his snout you can enjoy 
amazing views by day and starlit 
skies at night. 

The Faralda Crane Hotel in 
Amsterdam is located 50 metres up, 
high above Amsterdam, complete 
with an outdoor Jacuzzi and bungee 
jumping facilities! 

You may prefer to sample a unique 
stay at Stockholm’s Jumbo Stay 
Hotel, in a retired 1976 Boeing 747? 

From: www.momondo.com 

The ultimate experience must be to 
stay in the Underwater Room, within 
the Manta Resort, Pemba Island in 
Zanzibar. You can relax, sunbathe 
or gaze at the night sky at sea level 
and above, then retire to bed below 
the water, under close inspection by 
the ocean’s rich and varied sea 
creatures.  

From: www.nationalgeographic.com 

Using up leftovers 
I was startled to learn that the 
average UK household binned £470 
worth of food in 2015, the most 
recent statistics I could find for 
household waste. 

I was brought up to switch off lights, 
wear a jumper to keep warm and 
clear my plate – parental advice that 
irritated me as a teenager, but then I 
totally understood it when I became 
a student, trying to save money. 

Homemade soup can be made from 
any kind of vegetable, fresh or a bit 
‘tired’, and I even add a few apples 
from our tree. Add stock cubes, 
seasoning and tomato puree or 
gravy powder to thicken, and your 
soup will be unique! 

I lightly fry sliced, cooked potatoes 
in vegetable oil until crispy and re-
heat mash with a bit of butter in the 
microwave, to accompany 
vegetarian, fish or meat dishes. 
Cooked pasta and noodles can be 
added to soup or used in salads.  

If you think you may be one of the 
families who waste around £9 a 
week by throwing food away, just 
think: that amounts to the £470 in a 
year mentioned, that could be 
saved. 

Statistics: www.theguardian.com 
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Contributions to Roundabout 
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do 
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s 
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words. 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although 
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome. 

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note 
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details 
and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not 
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and 
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below. 

Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may 
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a future one-off or annual event.  
We may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items 
submitted. 

Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the 
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Codeword solution 



 

What’s on in February 

 

 
Check for more local event details on these websites: 
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
    www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html 

   February  
Fri 1st 6.30– 

8.30 
Pie Night Beaumanor 

Hall, £11.95  
Sat 2nd 7.30 50s and 60s night – singing, dancing 

and sitting. (01509) 413 085, 
peter.y@jukeboxlive.co 

Village Hall 

Mon 4th 6.45 Council and Charity meetings Village Hall 
Sun 10th 9.00– 

3.00 
Homemade Craft Fair Beaumanor 

Hall , free entry 
Mon 11th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘William Railton: 

His Life and Works’ - talk by Tony 
Jarram  

Methodist 
Church, visitors 
£3  

Wed  13th 7.30 Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust: talk by 
Sue Ablett about her expedition to 
Svalbard, the Arctic (inc refreshments) 

£2.50 
members, £3 
non-members 

Fri  15th 6.30– 
8.30 

Pie Night Beaumanor 
Hall, £11.95  

Sat  16th 8.00– 
11.00 

Champagne Breakfast. To book ring 
(01509) 890 119 

Beaumanor 
Hall, £22  

Mon  18th 7.3 Friends of Charnwood Forest , ‘History 
of the Martin family’ – talk by Colonel 
Robert Martin 

Village Hall, £3  

Wed  20th 7.30 WI: ‘A day in the life of a criminal 
investigator’ by Bridget Green 

Village Hall, 
visitors £4 

Wed 27th 7.30 Film Show: ‘Finding your Feet’ 
comedy, including light refreshments 

Village Hall 
£4 at the door 
or newsagent 


