


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda 
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson, 
Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Natalie Ward.

Editor for this issue: Natalie Ward

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
Spring is certainly in the air as the evenings are getting lighter and our 
gardens greener; our parish garden blogger Jo Poultney has some tips for 
making the most of our April gardens on p.23. 
There have been celebrations throughout the parish as one Woodhouse 
Eaves residents enjoyed a special landmark birthday at the end of March 
(p.10), and two local scouts received a top award (p.21). 
We also hear more about Stoneywell past (p.13) and present (p.25).

Natalie Ward

Parish council news
Elections
Elections for the parish council will be held on Thursday, 7th May. Anyone 
who would like to apply for a place on the council can get in touch with the 
clerk or Charnwood Borough Council's electoral officers on (01509) 634 613 
to ask for an application pack. There is plenty of information on 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk

Register to vote
For general and local elections, everyone must now register individually. 
There is some evidence that households might not realise this,
especially new residents. This can be done online at www.gov.uk/register-
to-vote

Annual parish council meeting and exhibition
The annual parish council meeting and exhibition is on Tuesday, 14th April 
at 7.30pm. This is not a normal council meeting but one that is for residents 
and business to raise any matters they wish the council to consider, give 
feedback, ask questions. All parish councils have to hold one of these by 
law.

Meeting minutes
You can find all parish council minutes at our website: 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk

Next meeting
See ‘What’s on’ for details.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
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News in brief
Disney Day at nursery
Woodhouse Day Nursery are always keen to 
help raise money for a good cause and take 
part in many fundraising events throughout the 
year. We always try to explain the reason why 
we do such events to the children so that they 
can begin to understand the need to help those 
less fortunate than themselves. It also means 
the children get to have lots of fun doing new 
things too at the same time. 

The children and staff recently took part in a 
Disney Day to raise funds for Crackerjacks 
Children’s Trust — a fantastic charity 
supporting young children with brain injuries. 
We have previously supported this charity on 
many occasions with pyjama days, but this time 
opted for something a little more out of the 
ordinary. We all came to nursery dressed as 
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our favourite Disney characters and had a fantastic day reading lots of 
Disney stories, both old and new, and taking part in Disney-related crafts. 
Each age group explored a different Disney story in detail and the pre-
schoolers even had a go at telling a Disney story just by looking at the 
pictures in the book. We had lots of Elsa princesses, Toy Story characters 
and Pooh Bears, to name just a few. We all really enjoyed our day and 
raised a fantastic amount for the charity. 

Kimberley Gregory

BBC Radio Leicester visits Woodhouses Garden Club
The last time BBC Radio Leicester’s long-running program, Down to Earth 
visited Woodhouses Garden Club (WGC) was three years ago, and a few of 
the ever-changing programme panel were present again on 19th February 
2015. Down to Earth is a gardening programme that consists of a panel of 
experts poised to enlighten and entertain the everyday gardener as they 
answer their questions and detangle their growing quandaries. The 
panellists remembered fondly their previous trip to Woodhouse Eaves and 
looked forward to another lovely experience that evening.

The evening was hosted by the WGC and was open to the general public 
(as are all club meetings). With questions at the ready, over 25 people 
gathered at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall to be part of the evening’s 
events. The relaxed and fun atmosphere was enjoyed by all as the gathered 
group learned about the best way to grow potatoes, an unusual flower 
called Statice, how to care for fresh cuts as well as great mounds of pro-
muck talk sprinkled throughout. The taped show aired on Sunday, 8th 
March and is available to listen to, via the internet, at 
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p001d7r4

Jill McLeod

Roundabout reader survey
Thank you to all those who completed and returned the reader survey to us, 
and also to the Post Office who very kindly accepted submissions. Further 
thanks must go to Kyle Veitch, who allowed us to make use of modern 
technology and hosted the survey online. The responses are currently being 
analysed and feedback will be published in the May Roundabout. If you 
would like to provide your thoughts or comments to the survey, it is not too 
late to enter online at www.woodhouse-eaves.com/index.html — we’ll be 
taking submissions until the end of April.

Editor
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Roundabout mailing list
Those who are interested in receiving Roundabout magazine electronically 
so they can access it on their computers, phones or tablets, are welcome to 
sign up onto our new mailing list. For more information, and to sign up visit 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html

Dawn Kirby

A surprising garden visitor
One night as it was getting dark, I was looking out of the window and it 
seemed that on the terrace, the cat was fiddling with a leaf. Better check, I 
thought. On checking, I discovered a surprise — it was a lizard.

It was very cool, and being cold-blooded, the reptile was passive so the cat 
wasn’t really interested and it was soon lifted out of harm’s way. I put it on a 
low wall against some cover and in the morning it had gone. I hope it is still 
alive. Perhaps you have more information but to me this creature is quite 
uncommon. The last time I saw one in England, I was four and I’m 74 now!

Potentially a bird had dropped it on the terrace. Certainly it seems an odd 
time to see a lizard as it is still very cool. Regarding size, it seemed full-
grown, about 15cm (6in) head-to-tail.

Keith Randon
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Unwanted spectacles
The collection of unwanted sunglasses and spectacles for the charity, Vision 
Aid Overseas continues. So far this year 48 pairs have been left at our 
Oakwood Pharmacy, including two pairs from Northumberland brought by a 
relative of a Woodhouse Eaves resident. Please ask your friends at work to 
support our efforts. 

Eric Allsop

Superfast broadband update
You may recall from the previous update that Woodhouse and the 
Maplewell Road area have ‘superfast broadband’ (SFBB) available, but that 
plans for the centre and north of Woodhouse Eaves were uncertain. We 
have now been advised that BT are planning to install two new SFBB-
enabled street cabinets; one at the Beacon Road/Brook Road junction and 
one on Main Street (probably opposite the telephone exchange drive). 
Exactly which areas will be served is still uncertain, but it appears that they 
should serve the 60 per cent of Main Street not so far covered, plus 
Windmill Rise, Tuckett Road, Birdhill Road, Herrick Road, Perry Close, 
Beacon Road and scattered premises to the north. Time scales are 
uncertain, but availability seems likely to be between mid-summer and mid-
autumn. 
There is unfortunately no positive news for the Brand area, or for premises 
up towards Bradgate Park, Ulverscroft or Charley. If people wish to see 
progress in these areas, the Ruralweb group advise you to band together 
and push for it.
Please provide any information you may have (such as spotting street 
activity or planning notices) to broadband@ruralweb.org.uk and keep an 
eye on www.ruralweb.org.uk for information as things develop. The county 
council website at www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk has links for checking 
on availability and an interactive map giving information by post code area. 

Richard Bowers

Roundabout  April 2015 9



Centenarian celebrations
A remarkable lady with many tales to tell about life in Woodhouse Eaves 
over the years; Sue Preston turned 100 at the end of March. While she is 
not one to make a lot of fuss and planned to mark the occasion quietly, her 
friends organized a party for her in the village hall. Visiting her a couple of 
weeks before her birthday, I was struck by her independence, clarity and 
generosity to share with me some of her stories from her life.
On the buses
Born and raised in Nanpantan, she left school aged 14 and her father found 
her a job at Kendall’s umbrella shop in Loughborough. She didn’t like it 
there and applied successfully for a position at Hibbins’ shoe shop in 
Loughborough instead where she worked until the birth of her daughter 
Susan in 1946.
In the era where owning a car was a luxury, Mrs Preston caught the bus to 
work and one evening the young male conductor on the Prestwell bus 
asked her to stay onboard and ride to Leicester with him. In reply, Mrs 
Preston said she asked him why she should and he said ‘well, you’ve 
finished work and are heading home, so why not?’ She went off to Leicester 
on the bus and the young man in question... well; it was her future husband 
Claude Preston. 
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Claude was born and raised in Woodhouse Eaves. Mrs Preston’s cottage in 
Victoria Road has been in the family since Claude’s father, who was a 
stonemason who helped to build the walls around Swithland reservoir, 
bought it when he saw they were being built while having lunch at the 
Curzon Arms one day. Claude’s grandfather also ran the Pear Tree pub, but 
this was a short-lived venture because his wife was in the Temperance 
movement. 

Marriage
Having met Claude at the age of 24, they courted for a couple of years with 
Claude cycling from Woodhouse Eaves to Nanpantan, ‘over the Alps’ as he 
would call it, to see her. They would also go out walking around the 
countryside including at The Outwoods.
During the Second World War Claude joined the RAF. He was walking back 
to his billet at Eastchurch airbase when a German plane dropped a bomb 
leaving him severely injured. He was sent to Blackpool for convalescence 
and Mrs Preston rang to speak to him every day. On one occasion in 1941 
Claude told her to come up to Blackpool the next week and they would get 
married. Mrs Preston said she 
remembered saying ‘I can’t do that’ but he 
said ‘yes you can, go to work and ask for 
the week off’. She described how she was 
‘petrified’ travelling to Blackpool by train 
as she had to change trains in 
Birmingham. There were no family or 
friends at the ceremony, with two injured 
servicemen who they happened to meet 
on their way to the church acting as their 
witnesses. 
Claude was too badly injured to remain in 
the RAF and came home to Woodhouse 
Eaves. While he found it difficult to move 
around, he was a skilled craftsman and 
carpenter and worked in his workshop in 
the back garden. Mrs Preston used to 
help Claude by gluing baize to the bottom 
of his pieces of woodwork. She 
remembers how he would come into the 
house at the end of the day and say ‘put 
the gluepot on’ and then they would spend 
the evening gluing baize onto his work. 
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In the 1950s and 1960s, Claude worked restoring antique furniture so they 
travelled the country attending antique fairs but also stayed down in 
Gordleton Mill in Sway in Hampshire and looked after an auctioneer’s shop 
while he was on holiday. Over this time, he also gave woodwork classes in 
the village. He started as an instructor at South Charnwood High School 
before helping as a volunteer running woodwork classes at Maplewell Hall 
School. He also ran classes on the recognition and appreciation of antiques 
at the community centre at St Paul’s School. 

Mrs Preston was also creative and took part in sewing classes held at the 
village hall once a week by seamstress Hilda Bodicoat who lived in Hill 
Rise. She said they made skirts, a tweed coat and ‘some very nice things’. 

Windmill inspiration
As well as dominating the skyline, it is fair to say that the windmill in 
Woodhouse Eaves was an inspiration for both Claude and Sue. One of 
Sue’s fondest memories is when she first had a picnic up at the windmill 
saying ‘it was absolutely beautiful’. Travelling home on the bus from 
Loughborough through Quorn to Woodhouse Eaves, she said the ‘windmill 
was a lovely sight sitting up so high’. 
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She remembers the day in 1945 when the windmill burnt down. She saw 
smoke coming from the windmill and called Claude. They rang the fire 
brigade but it was too late to save it. The next day Claude and a neighbour 
walked up to the windmill and collected wood that was not too badly burned. 
Over the next 18 months or so, Claude transformed these oddments of 
wood into a masterpiece – a scale model of the windmill.

Some things remain true
When asked what the main difference is between life in the village back 
when she was younger and now, she described how at the weekend there 
would be ‘crowds and crowds’ of people bringing picnics and going up the 
hill all day with the children playing about. People would come and knock on 
the doors of the cottages with a can or a jug and ask for some boiling water 
so they could make some tea. While things have changed it is good to know 
that some things are still the same as she also said ‘it is still a nice village 
and the people are still nice’.

Dawn Kirby
I would like to thank both Mark Temple and Mervyn Greenhalgh for making the 
interview with Mrs Preston possible. If anyone has any memories of the parish they 
would like to share please contact Roundabout. More on Mrs Preston and her windmill  
was featured in Roundabout March 2011. Dawn Kirby.

Local History Group: Stoneywell and the Gimsons
On Monday, 9th March, Mark Temple of Woodhouse Eaves gave a 
fascinating talk to the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History 
Group. It was entitled ‘Stoneywell and the Gimsons’, and was accompanied 
by abundant illustrations. This was, in fact, one of the best-attended 
meetings the local history group have ever had. Mark's subject was not only 
truly local, but was also current because Stoneywell Cottage in Ulverscroft 
has only recently been opened to the public.

The Gimsons
Central to his talk was the fact that Ernest Gimson and various members of 
his family played a significant role in the Arts and Crafts Movement which 
had a profound impact upon virtually every aspect of design in the later 19th 
and early 20th centuries. We learned how Ernest Gimson was strongly 
influenced by the famous William Morris, and then went on to develop his 
own ideas. We saw numerous examples of his work in furniture design, 
metalwork, interior decoration and architecture. Central to the philosophy of 
the Arts and Crafts Movement was the idea that those who designed should 
also be able to make. Here Stoneywell has a great deal to offer, as Mark 
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showed, because it still contains much of the original furniture designed by 
Ernest Gimson and his colleagues. 

Mark not only gave us the story of Ernest, his career and his family, but he 
also told the story of Stoneywell. This was accompanied by a remarkably 
complete series of photographs, showing the site before building began, 
continuing through architecture drawings and construction. We saw how the 
house was lived in, how it was almost lost in a fire and then later entrusted 
to the National Trust, and has been made into the highly educational visitor 
attraction it is today.

Unintentional designs and developments
Not did we only get Stoneywell Cottage, but also Mark put this house, or 
summer residence as it should more accurately be called, into its 
surroundings. He gave us the story of neighbouring houses which date from 
the same period, even mentioning how the construction of Stoneywell 
inadvertently extended several feet over the property boundary, 
necessitating the purchase of some of ‘next door's garden’. In fact one of 
the most interesting aspects of Mark's talk concerned the occasionally 
amusing mistakes made by the designers, builders and craftsmen who were 
responsible for Stoneywell. 
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This was no uncritical song of praise to the Arts and Crafts Movement; its 
foibles and failures ranged from exceptionally draughty doors to insoluble 
problems of rising damp and smoky fireplaces, and only being able to 
access between floors by means of ladders. Ernest Gimson and his 
colleagues in the Arts and Crafts Movement were true pioneers who did not 
always get things right, but who nevertheless had a profound impact upon 
aesthetic ideas in this country. They even played a part in the early years of 
design teaching in what is now Loughborough University.

David Nicolle
Don’t forget to read Caroline’s update on p.23 to find out what’s currently happening at  
Stoneywell. Ed.

Primetime viewing for Charnwood Forest Alpacas 
and Maplewell Hall School
Chris Deakin is chair of Friends of Maplewell School, and in his article for the March 
issue of Roundabout, Chris explained how the charity had been formed to assist with  
fundraising for the school. This month, we hear about how Chris’s alpacas provide their  
own form of support and benefits to the pupils and what happened when BBC’s 
Countryfile came to visit. Ed.

BBC One’s Countryfile recently welcomed alpacas onto the programme; on 
Sunday, 8th February the popular countryside programme presenter Ellie 
Harrison visited our farm and Charnwood Forest Alpacas. 

Where it all started
We currently own around 80 of the animals and my alpaca adventure all 
stemmed from an episode of the same television series, aired in 2009, in 
which presenter Matt Baker met a herd. I was working in industry and 
looking to do something different when I moved to the area, so I took the 
plunge and bought four alpacas. Quickly after that I went to having 55 
alpacas in the space of just three months. That episode of Countryfile 
changed my life. 
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Providers of fibre and fleece
The programme showed viewers how alpacas are graded for their fibre and 
Ellie was given the opportunity to try out teeth trimming with the help of our 
herd manager, Laura Stock. 

We are passionate about educating the wider public about alpacas not only 
for breeding as bloodstock, but also as a fibre industry in the UK. We have 
work experience placements for animal care colleges as well as second-
year vet students, all of which helps to educate and promote alpacas for the 
future. However, not only did the programme highlight the business aspects 
of alpaca farming but also the emotional benefits.

Working with children
I work increasingly with special needs children using a programme I have 
developed called Cognitive Alpaca Learning Methods (CALMs) with some 
amazing results. These children are often mildly autistic, have Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) traits, pathological demand 
avoidances or behavioural/social difficulties. We currently work with a 
number of special schools and plan to develop that further in 2015. We 
have found that because alpacas are so passive and calming and give off 
this aura around them, the children connect with this and gradual behaviour 
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improvements are the result. We show the impact that aggression and 
anger has on alpacas as well flipping it around to show what calmness and 
quietness can do. This is channelled into the children’s minds, helping them 
not only to expel that anger and frustration but also to learn to take 
responsibility for something other than themselves.

We are currently working with a 
number of Maplewell Hall School 
pupils. Mel Ison, assistant head 
teacher, told Countryfile’s Ellie that 
coming to the farm helps pupils 
understand they can look after 
someone else and taught them how 
to regulate their emotions and to talk 
and communicate more: ‘they’re a 
lot more settled and engaged in 
what they’re doing which helps them 
back in the classroom.’

When Ellie met Ellie
Twelve-year-old Maplewell Hall pupil, also named Ellie and has autism, told 
the presenter that she loved walking the alpacas on her weekly visits, but 
poo picking is probably her least favourite task. Ellie’s father, Nigel 
explained: 

I’ve seen a noticeable change in her behaviour since she started coming 
here. She’s much calmer which helps her cope with her anxieties and 
therefore cope with every day challenges.

Working with Countryfile was a great 
way to show what alpacas are about, 
particularly in relation to our CALMs 
work. The positive response from the 
alpaca industry and the wider general 
public has been amazing. We filmed 
all day from 7.30am until 5.00pm and 
had a great time doing it. Ellie 
Harrison, the presenter, the producer 
and the film crew were all 
consummate professionals and, as 
you would expect, all fell in love with 
the alpacas.

Chris Deakin
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‘Amdram’ — more ham than dram?
With the postponement of the Beacon Player’s production until November, Mark 
Temple reminisces about his past performances. Ed.

When I was teaching, I often used role play in lessons to bring familiar story 
characters to life. At the same time I found myself writing sketches for the 
odd church service as well as becoming involved with several Beacon 
Player productions. In recent years I have even tackled writing a couple of 
full-length plays: secretly hoping one day to see something of mine 
performed to a paying audience. 

Working with fellow thespians
Amateur dramatics has often given rise to humorous situations. I recall one 
leading lady, of considerable stature, both as an actor and a woman, asking 
me to help identify someone in the chorus whose name she’d recognised in 
the programme but couldn’t put a face to. Describing the lady in question I 
started by saying, ‘oh she’s the tall one, at the back’. Realising there were 
three or four tallish ladies in the chorus I went on, ‘not the thin one, the 
broad-shouldered one, rather large, up top.’ It was then I added, ‘a little like 
you’. 
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Realising what I said I tried to wriggle out of it with, ‘I mean she has a real 
presence on the stage’. I should have stopped there, I know, but then I 
compounded the situation by talking about them both bringing ‘so much’ to 
any performance.
Learning lines
In the early days I used to find it quite easy to learn words. In fact I used to 
know most of the script off by heart; dangerous if you start delivering other 
people’s lines as well as your own. In pantomime, if others ‘dried’ or worse 
‘skipped’ lines, thus omitting crucial sections of the plot, I could often 
improvise a few lines, in order to get us back on track without any of the 
audience noticing anything going awry.
I remember in Aladdin a few years back I was playing Abanazar. The 
leading girl was not only an accomplished singer but from the first full 
rehearsal it was clear she had learnt most of her words and other speeches 
too. During the last performance, quite unexpectedly she started saying my 
line, ‘I am your Uncle Abanazar and have I surprise for you’. She stopped 
abruptly realising her mistake. Luckily I caught on and said, ‘I have many 
talents as a ventriloquist as you see, but that is not the only surprise I have 
for you tonight’. The girl was in fact, Natalie Burt, who went onto much 
greater things, appearing in several TV series like Blandings, Doctors and 
Being Human.
In recent years my ability to learn lines seems to have diminished. In 
Outside Edge I played the oily, young solicitor; the proud owner of an MG 
who didn’t like his girlfriend meddling with ‘his switches’. On the ‘accursed 
Friday’ evening my character and Miriam (the leading lady) were supposed 
to be having a protracted discussion about releasing my girlfriend from the 
cricket pavilion toilet. Miriam suddenly said ‘right-oh then, I’ll leave you to 
sort it all out’ and went off stage. I was left alone for several seconds before 
I too tried to escape with the improvised line, ‘very well then, I’d better go 
and see if someone else can give me a hand instead’. My fellow actors in 
the wings were suddenly pitched into the next scene several minutes earlier 
than they’d expected. 
Interesting characters
Recently, I have taken to playing what may best be described as character 
parts, or what my fellow thespians prefer to call weirdoes and perverts. In 
Ghost Train I was the sneering doctor of psychiatry who floated about with 
glaring eyes like Corporal Frazer from Dad’s Army while pawing the women 
on stage in a leering manner (not in the script but it seemed appropriate). At 
other times I have played an amorous jogger (Two and Two Together), an 
accident-prone policeman (Murdered to Death), a nutty inventor (Murder by 
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Love) and a wheelchair-bound, psychiatric patient with soda siphon who 
thinks he’s a pirate (It Runs in the Family).
Buckets of fun
I suffered for my art as the wolf in Little Red Riding Hood, nearly being 
knocked out when someone attempted to cram a galvanised bucket over 
my head. Nevertheless, I had my revenge at the matinee when, as I made 
my entrance with a snarl, at least three children leapt back from the front 
row, into the arms of their parents, no doubt leaving damp patches on their 
vacated seats. Now that’s what I call 
a result! Yet again the Friday night 
curse struck though when I found 
myself lost for a line while lying abed 
dressed as Red’s grandmother. I 
couldn’t hear the prompt so I picked 
up Grandma’s ear trumpet and 
complained that she needed to 
speak up a bit because I hadn’t the 
foggiest idea what my next line was 
supposed to be. 

Mark Temple
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Two local scouts receive top award
With a combined 25 years in the Scouting Movement, over 125 badges 
sewn onto various scouting jumpers, and over 200 nights spent away, 
Woodhouse Eaves’ Tom Cameron (18) and Nathaniel Harrison (17) have 
deservingly been awarded their Queen’s Scout Award (QSA). It is the 
culmination of every award that Explorer Scouts can achieve in Scouting. 
Around 500 people a year achieve their QSA, and Tom and Nathaniel are 
two local residents who have committed their time to develop and challenge 
themselves in various ways, both new and familiar, to attain this accolade.

History of the QSA
The award was created in 1909 by Lord Baden-Powell, the founder of the 
Scout Movement, while spending the weekend with the Royal Family. 
Baden-Powell in conversation with King Edward VII spoke highly of his 
scouts, suggesting that boys who passed special tests for efficiency should 
be ranked as King's Scouts. Baden-Powell was granted this award, and 
when it was publicly announced a month later, he wrote that this ‘new 
badge with the rank of King's Scout has been approved for those scouts 
who prove themselves able and willing to serve the King, should their 
service at any time be required by him’.  The award is an acknowledgement 
of the impressive skills possessed by a scout worthy of the monarch’s 
recognition.
Now in 2015, besides the award being available to girls, who became 
accepted into the UK Scouting movement as Venture Scouts in 1976; and 
the transition of the name to the Queen’s Scout Award, the award only 
differs in the sense that it is more centred on personal development. 
Through challenges in areas such as community, environment and the 
physical, Tom and Nathaniel have been able to further develop their 
communication, organizational and teamwork skills. This is the culmination 
of everything that Explorer Scouts and Scout Network members can 
achieve in scouting and provides many transferable skills for use in their 
future life.
Requirements
While standards in the QSA are very high, Tom and Nathaniel have 
managed to excel in all areas required to complete the programme. Both 
boys had to practise a skill, a physical activity and provide voluntary service 
to an individual or community for a certain amount of time. They chose to 
complete this in the form of improving their guitar skills, volunteering with 
the village's cub scout unit and pushing themselves in their chosen sports; 
cycling for Tom, and football for Nathaniel.
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In addition to this, Tom and 
Nathaniel had to undertake a four-
day, three-night expedition, as well 
as a five-day, four-night residential 
project in an unfamiliar environment. 
Luckily for them, these requirements 
are also what is needed to complete 
the Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
Consequently, last September, Tom 
and Nathaniel went to the cold, 
damp and windy Yorkshire Moors, 
and after returning home safely, 
signed off their Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award in December 2014. Aside from the personal skills, such as 
perseverance, both boys had to demonstrate their service to scouting; at 
least 18 nights away as part of your unit are needed to complete the QSA. 
As part of these trips away, both boys have visited Croatia in the summer of 
2013, and also Sweden, as part of the 22nd World Jamboree in 2011. All 
aspects of the QSA, ranging from the painful and tiring 22km per day walk, 
to a ten-day scout camp in sunny 31 degree Croatia, demonstrate and 
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embody the values that scouts internationally share; resourcefulness and 
ability to work well in a team — while having fun!

Completion 
After having satisfied all aspects needed for the award, the boys progressed 
to the final element of their award; a presentation. This was attended by 
Tom and Nathaniel's explorer unit and its leaders. Carol Black, the Scouts’ 
County Commissioner for Leicestershire, also attended just proving how 
impressive achieving the QSA is. Both boys discussed and elaborated on 
how they achieved the award, aiming to inspire and motivate their fellow 
explorer scouts to strive towards becoming a Queen’s Scout.

Thanks and reflection
When discussing with Tom and Nathaniel their new status as a Queen's 
Scout, both wanted to emphasise the input of their explorer scout unit, 
especially Mike Walters and Graham Cameron. Both Mike and Graham 
supervised their Gold Duke of Edinburgh practice and actual expedition, 
and have been hugely influential during Tom and Nathaniel's time in 
scouting.

A QSA reaps many benefits; not only is it an invaluable addition to their 
CVs, but it will lead them to an awards ceremony at Windsor Castle, which 
will be attended by a member of the Royal family. When reflecting on the 
entire experience, the boys are not only proud of their achievement but also 
revel in the fact that it has offered them rewarding memories of experiences 
shared with life-long friends. Congratulations to both Tom and Nathaniel on 
their new status as Queen’s Scouts.

Jenny Hall and Millie Elliott

Tales from a cottage garden — April
For me April is all about green  _  that lovely fresh acid lime green of new 
shoots emerging and leaves unfurling. Everything about this month fills me 
with a sense of fresh beginnings and new life; from the lambs in the fields to 
the delicate white blossom of the blackthorn. In the garden, things are 
beginning to gather pace and I am thankful for the longer days to be able to 
spend more time nurturing all this new growth.

Managing climbers and roses
In the cottage garden it is time to start managing new shoots of climbers like 
Clematis by tying them to supports, taking care not to snap the delicate 
stems. Early-flowering varieties such as Montana can be pruned at the end 
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of the month. I also begin a regime of spraying those roses that are 
vulnerable to blackspot, mildew or rust. I’m not a fan of using chemicals but 
I’ve yet to find an effective alternative for this most persistent of rose 
problems. 

Filling and protecting borders
Now that the borders are beginning to fill out with growth from previously 
dormant perennials it is easy to spot where you have gaps. These can be 
filled with any perennials you divided last month or with new plants. I like to 
plant in threes or fives for maximum effect. Slugs and snails simply love the 
emerging shoots of perennials, particularly Lupins and Delphiniums, so 
protect them with an organic barrier such as garlic or coffee granules. April 
is the time to plant out sweet pea seedlings sown back in February. You can 
also sow hardy annual flowers now, such as sunflowers, directly into the 
beds where you want them to grow.

April picks
If I were to pick two plants for April I would start with Primula Auricula. I 
don’t often go for ‘showy’ plants but I can’t resist these delicate, brightly-
coloured little flowers. Their slightly waxy appearance gives them an unreal 
quality. They are best grown in pots as they do not like to be too wet. The 

24 Roundabout  April 2015



Victorians were fond of large stunning displays of this little plant in tiered 
theatres. Try Sirius; a striking variety with an outer ring of apricot brown and 
an inner ring of crimson mahogany. My second choice has to be Myosotis 
sylvatica or the humble Forget-me-not. Clusters of these tiny bright blue 
flowers with a star of yellow in the middle provide cheery ground cover early 
in the season. The Forget-me-not is a great self-seeder but if you want to 
grow from seed, sow in situ, or in pots during June and July.

In the vegetable patch
Things are just as busy in the vegetable garden. Young vegetable seedlings 
which started off in the greenhouse during February and March are moved 
out and into the cold frame to harden off before planting. Now is also the 
time to plant main crop potatoes. Any early varieties already in the ground 
will need earthing-up as shoots appear above the ground. Other vegetable 
seeds that can be sown outside during April include kale, broccoli, beetroot 
and cauliflower. 

If it is sufficiently warm towards the end of the month you can start 
successional planting of salad crops. I will also be preparing my runner 
bean bed this month by digging a trench and filling it with well-rotted 
manure to feed those hungry young bean plants. Planting flowering 
companions such as marigolds and poached egg plant alongside your 
vegetables will help control common pests such as greenfly as well as 
adding a bit of colour; sow a mixture of seeds along the edges of your 
vegetable beds now.

Finally, let’s not forget our garden birds. April is the month when many 
garden birds will be nest building and searching for suitable materials. Help 
them find a cosy nest liner by leaving clumps of dog or cat hair in the 
garden, or hang clumps of down-filling from old pillows in hedges or 
suspended in trees. To see what else I’ve been up to in the garden visit my 
blog at www.thejoyfulgardenerblog.wordpress.com

Jo Poultney

Stoneywell update
Stoneywell has been open for over two months already, and we are 
delighted with how well it is going. Over 3,000 visitors have already poured 
through the doors, marvelled at the Hornby trainset in the Well Room, 
savoured a slice of freshly baked cake in the Laundry Tearoom and 
explored the winding paths through the woodland. And all this as we endure 
biting winds, snow, hail and a smattering of sunshine along the way.
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New items
On top of that we’ve been hard at work behind the scenes, continuing to 
develop the presentation at Stoneywell. Last week we received a beautiful 
cot that had been hand-crafted by a volunteer, made as an exact replica to 
the original Ernest Gimson cot, which was unfortunately too bulky to fit up 
the windy staircase of the cottage. And we couldn’t believe our eyes when 
the garden team discovered an old sewing machine hidden in the woods – 
we’re not sure how it was ever misplaced there!
Future plans
Looking ahead we are going to be developing our offer for families – 
Stoneywell will soon be a great place to come along and complete the 
National Trust’s list of ‘50 things to do before you’re 11-and-three-quarters’ 
and we are creating brand new family trails for the school holidays too. 
We’re also working hard in the walled garden, re-potting the plants that 
were temporarily kept there and replacing them with fruit and vegetables 
that we can then use in the tearoom kitchen. For updates and behind the 
scenes information on the goings on at Stoneywell, you can follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter by searching @NTStoneywell. Alternatively why not 
visit our website for more information at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/stoneywell.

Caroline Taylor

Roundabout  April 2015 27



April codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help  
you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Fog stops play
A top-of-the-table football clash 
between St Austell and Bodmin was 
abandoned after just 58 seconds. 
Although the game kicked off in fog, 
referee Neil Hunnisett was 
determined to get the evening 
fixture started. However, after 20 
seconds he caught a glimpse of a 
linesman desperately flagging 
through the mist that he couldn’t 
spot the players — 
www.mirror.co.uk, 12th March 2015.

Unlikely friends
A caged tiger was given two live 
mice for a snack to cheer him up   _  
only for the three animals to end up 
becoming friends. Sandokan the 
tiger became depressed after his 
life partner of 13 years died at their 
zoo in the city of Galati in eastern 
Romania. A zoo spokesman 
described how they decided to 
provide a few live mice to play with, 
assuming that he would probably 
eat them. However, ‘he happily lets 
the mice run around and play in his 
fur and the three live together just 
great’ — www.dailymail.co.uk, 27th 
February 2015.

Melon festival
Every two years in the Queensland 
town of Chinchilla, a rather unusual 
event called the Melon Festival 
takes place. 

It's not just about eating melons 
though. One of the highlights of the 
festival is ‘melon skiing’, which 
involves visitors pushing their feet 
into fresh, hollowed-out 
watermelons and trying to skid 
along a slope — 
www.telegraph.co.uk, 17th February 
2015.

Funny motor insurance claims
‘I started to slow down but the traffic 
was more stationary than I thought.’

‘The pedestrian ran for the 
pavement, but I got him.’

‘Q: Could either driver have done 
anything to avoid the accident? 
A: Travelled by bus?’ — 
www.riversidedrivingacademy.co.uk.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses 
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write 
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800 
words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although 
we accept hand-written items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we 
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are 
not obliged to include all items submitted.

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising 
managers, Amanda and Andrew 
Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via 
the methods listed at the bottom of 
the page.

Copy deadline: please see the 
bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout 
by:

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-
eaves.co.uk

Hand or post: Roundabout, 
Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse 
Eaves, LE12 8RG.
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What’s on in April
April

Fri 3rd 10.30 Good Friday workshop; crafts, stories 
and pizza. Tel. (01509) 890 642 or 
890 721 to register. (See p.29)

Methodist 
Church, £3 per 
child

Tue 7th 7.00 Ulverscroft Camera Club (£35 joining 
fee). Also meeting on 21st.

Village Hall, £2 
members

Wed 8th 7.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, 
Wildlife Quiz. 

Village Hall, £2 
members, 
£2.50 visitors

Mon 13th 7.00 Woodhouse Parish Council Meeting. Village Hall
Mon 13th 7.30 Local History Group — 

‘Leicestershire Village Cinemas’, 
Brian Johnson.

Methodist 
Church, £3 
non-m’s

Tue 14th 7.30 Annual Parish Meeting & Exhibition. 
Includes question time, exhibitions 
from local groups, light refreshments.

Village Hall

Wed 15th 7.30 WI, ‘Wet On Wet Painting – 
Seascape’, Jayne Gould. Comp:  A 
seaside postcard.

Village Hall

Thu 16th 7.30 Woodhouses Garden Club, ‘Planting 
for Springtime’, Jeff Bates, and 
plant/seed swap.

Village Hall, 
members free, 
visitors £3

Mon 20th 7.30 Friends of Charnwood Forest, 
‘Beaumanor Hall & Enigma machine’, 
Mark Baldwin.

Village Hall, £3 
visitors

Fri 24th 6.00 Woodhouse Parish Council Finance 
Committee.

Village Hall 
Annexe

Sat 25th 2.00 Baptist Church film club, Joey — for 
five to 11-year-olds.  Call Emma for 
details (01509) 260 129.

Baptist Church

Sun 26th 10.00 Loughborough Art Deco, Art Nouveau 
and Early Post War Fair. (See p.26)

Beaumanor 
Hall, £3

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
    www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

Codeword Solution


