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Editorial policy 
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue. 
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley, 
Jill Craig, Audrey Davidenkoff, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, David 
McClelland, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson. 
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Audrey Davidenkoff 
Cover : Neil Robinson / Andy Thomson 
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 
Putting the April issue of Roundabout together, the production team is 
hopeful that we will be able to deliver paper copies through doors once 
again to reach all the readers. Thanks go to the committed readers who 
accessed the online version during the latest lockdown; it is good to know 
that the publications are still read even when only available online. 

It is heartening to read news from the Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute 
that, after being on the brink of folding, it now has a new committee and can 
continue its 103-year history in the parish (p.18). One of the reasons people 
enjoy living here is because it is a great place to get involved in village 
activities. Keeping the organising teams and committees going takes 
dedication and from time to time new volunteers are needed. The 
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club is in dire need of new recruits to breathe 
new life and energy into the club; if you might be able to help in any small 
way, please turn to page 8.  
An example of where the village has come together is to voice concern over 
the proposed development of land on Maplewell Road; see the ‘Parish 
council news’ and ‘Charnwood Borough Council news’ for more details. 
There is a new and active group leading Woodhouse Watch 
(Neighbourhood Watch), which shares a new way of keeping informed and 
up to date with crime alerts (see p.12). Finally, it is a pleasure to carry a 
report on page 9 from St Paul’s Church of England Primary School about 
the full reopening of school after a long period of teachers both delivering 
lessons to key-worker children in class and teaching online to all the 
children learning at home. 

Janine Ainscow 

Parish council news 
New councillors 
Woodhouse Parish Council would like to give a warm welcome to two new 
co-opted Parish Councillors, Peter Ince from Woodhouse Eaves and Denis 
Sheils from Woodhouse. We look forward to working with you both and look 
forward to you joining us at our April meeting. 

Local elections 
The government has announced that the local elections and those of the 
delayed Police and Crime Commissioner will go ahead on 6th May 2021. 
Work has started to make sure the elections and polling stations are 
COVID-19 safe. 
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To make sure you can vote in these important elections, check in advance 
that you are registered to vote. The websites below will enable you to 
register to vote or register for a postal vote if that is your preferred method 
of voting.  
Register to vote: www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/register_to_vote  
Register for a postal vote: 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/where_and_how_you_can_vote  
Planning application  
Charnwood Borough Council has refused the outline planning application 
for the land off Maplewell Road for the erection of up to 36 dwellings and 
associated road infrastructure, landscaping, drainage and associated works 
(considering access only). 
Grit bin 
The parish council has ordered a replacement grit bin to go next to the 
footpath on Victoria Road. Please use the grit salt sparingly. Leicestershire 
County Council (LCC) is responsible for replenishing the salt. 
Leicestershire Warm Homes Fund 
Charnwood residents could be eligible for a free gas connection and a free 
installation of a central heating system. The Leicestershire Warm Homes 
Fund Project is an initiative led by LCC’s Warm Homes service being 
delivered by E.ON to connect homes across Leicestershire to gas and 
install central heating systems for free. You do not need to be an E.ON 
customer to apply. 
You can apply for this scheme if you do not already have central heating. 
You do not need to own your home to apply. If you rent your property, LCC 
will work with you and your landlord to get the relevant permission. 
To find out more or apply: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/warm-homes-fund  
Parish council meetings are still being held virtually for the foreseeable 
future. Members of the public are very welcome to join the meetings and 
details of how to connect are published on the agenda, which is uploaded 
on to our website three working days prior to a meeting. Our next parish 
council meeting is on 12th April at 6.45pm.  
Please contact me with any news or issues at 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk or you can also phone the office on 
(01509) 891 299.  
Keep in touch on our Facebook Page: 
www.facebook.com/woodhouseparishcouncil  

Emma Crowe, Clerk to the Parish Council 
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Charnwood Borough Council news 
Planning application 
The officer’s report is now available on Charnwood Borough Council’s 
website. The reasons for refusing planning permission to erect up to 36 
dwellings on land adjacent to Maplewell Road include:  

‘While the proposal brings the benefit of new homes at a time when these 
are required, the development strategy set out within the Development 
Plan does not support large-scale development within settlements of this 
scale, which have relatively limited services and public transport. 
While it is recognised that the weight to be given to the development 
strategy is at this time reduced, there are other areas of significant and 
demonstrable harm which must be considered alongside this. 
The proposal would cause harm to the character and appearance of the 
landscape and the setting of Woodhouse Eaves and visual harm from a 
number of viewpoints’. 

For the full details about this decision to refuse this application, visit 
Charnwood Borough Council’s Planning Portal under planning application 
number P/20/2107/2. I will keep you updated if any appeal is lodged against 
this decision to refuse planning permission. 
COVID-19 pandemic 
I am sure we are all aware of the good progress made with the vaccination 
roll-out. In my view this has been a real success. I thank all the many NHS 
staff and the volunteers who have contributed to this excellent achievement. 
As I write, Charnwood Borough Council is still above the national average 
for COVID-19 cases. Therefore, now is not the time to be complacent. It is 
still important to follow the rules set out by the government: Stay at home, 
unless you have to go out for an essential reason; remember the ‘hands, 
face, space’ guidance at all times. Get the vaccine when it is offered to you. 
New Outwoods visitor centre 
Charnwood Borough Council is converting the former ranger’s cottage into 
a visitor centre and café. Plans for the project were approved at a Plans 
Committee last year; however, the COVID-19 pandemic put the project on 
hold until this year. It is hoped the centre will be completed by the end of the 
summer. People can keep up to date with this project through the council’s 
social media channels or by visiting www.charnwood.gov.uk/visitorcentre I 
thought this information would be interesting to many local residents who, I 
know, regularly visit this ancient woodland. 
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Curzon Arms 
Last month I referred to an application by the Curzon Arms to vary its 
premises licence, which extended their hours of business. I did submit my 
representations about this application to the Licensing Section at 
Charnwood Borough Council. I have now received information from the 
council that this application has been withdrawn. 

David Snartt, Borough Councillor 
News in brief 
Calling all potential cricketers 
Happily, the weather and the general health situation both seem to be 
improving and, if all goes to plan, the 2021 cricket season should begin on 
Saturday, 24th April. 
If you have walked past the cricket square below the tennis courts, you will 
have seen a green plastic fence protecting it. Much time and money is 
spent in order to retain a safe and reliable surface on which to play.  
The pitch will continue to be used by Maher Cricket Club on Saturdays and 
from this season also on Sundays by Queniborough. Woodhouse Eaves 
Cricket Club (WECC) still exists and will play on a few Sundays throughout 
the season if we can raise a team. 

Those of you who regularly read 
Roundabout will know that WECC 
dropped out of the league about five 
years ago because of a lack of 
committed players. I personally am 
getting to an age where I cannot 
carry on with the burden of trying to 
keep the name of the village club 
alive and preparing the pitches too. 
Unless somebody comes along this 
year to help take the club forward 
then WECC will fold. If you have 
previously shown an interest in 
playing or feel you could help to 
revive the club, then please get in 
touch with me. I look forward to 
hearing from you; if you would like to 
find out more, please get in touch by 
phone (01509) 890 193 or email 
johnrgillingham109@hotmail.com 

John Gillingham 
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Back to school after lockdown 
On Monday, 8th March we welcomed all our children back. It was a real 
party atmosphere and the school was decorated with bunting, balloons and 
banners. The classrooms had been decorated too and the children of key 
workers made ‘Welcome Back’ cards for their classmates. The teachers 
remarked on how lovely it was to see their classrooms full again and to hear 
the squeals of excitement on the playground at break time. 
 
I asked Year 6 how they felt about 
returning to school: 

‘I was so excited to see my friends 
again,’ said Gracie. 
‘It’s great to see our teachers in 
person, much better than on a 
screen,’ added Martin. 
‘It’s good to play outside,’ said 
Ben. 
I think that these three quotes illustrate our job over the three weeks to 
Easter, perfectly: to re-establish bonds of friendship; to get learning back on 
track and to increase physical activity. 
All the teachers and support staff are committed to achieving these 

outcomes in a nurturing and positive 
environment. 
We also have some exciting things to 
look forward to, including our Creative 
Arts Week, just before the Easter 
holidays. During this week, we will be 
focusing on famous paintings with 
spring or Easter as their theme. 
Children will be drawing, painting and 
modelling as well as using musical 
instruments and drama to express 
themselves. 
The school has secured some 

Department for Education funding to run a holiday club during the last week 
of the Easter break. This will have the focus of sport and activity, healthy 
eating and well-being. It’s all go! 

Lisa Gilchrist, Headteacher at St Paul’s CE Primary School 

Children who had been learning at home returned 
to school for the first time since 18th December 
2020 and were given a warm welcome with signs, 
balloons and bunting. 

The reception class, full of children again after 
learning at home has come to an end. 
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Teamwork to help the homeless  
Homelessness is a big problem. People under financial pressure, in abusive 
relationships or suffering traumatic events can find themselves living on the 
streets or sofa surfing. Some of the homeless are helped by charities, or the 
council, to be rehoused into very basic accommodation – often with just a 
mattress, bedding and a microwave.  
The Rotary Clubs of Loughborough and Loughborough Beacon and the 
Inner Wheel of Loughborough have been working together since 2017 to 
support people being rehoused in Charnwood by providing Home Starter 
Boxes of basic household equipment. Each box is packed with crockery, 
cutlery, pans, a kettle, glasses, towels and other necessities. All the items 
are new to help foster the recipients’ self-esteem and wellbeing. 

Since the project started, an average of one box per week has been 
supplied to newly rehoused people. These have now helped more than 160 
men, women or families. 

Demand shows no sign of decreasing. The project has operated throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic with the team finding new ways to continue the 
work in line with government regulations. 

The project has been funded by the 
three clubs together with generous 
grants from several bodies: Tesco, 
Henry Smith Charity, the Co-op, 
Loughborough University, St James’ 
Place, Loughborough Welfare Trusts, 
Helen Jean Cope foundation, East 
Midlands Airport and Intelligent 
Energy. 
Like many good ideas, the Home 
Starter Boxes are a simple concept. 
Recipients have given very positive 
feedback – ‘it was like Christmas’, 
‘This is wonderful. I had nothing at 
all’.For more information 
contact homestarterbox@gmail.com 

Sue Easton, Rotary Club of 
Loughborough Beacon 
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Woodhouse Watch gathers momentum  
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Neighbourhood Watch, or ‘Woodhouse 
Watch’ for short, is a local villages’ group whose aim is to encourage all 
residents and neighbours to bring people together in keeping our beautiful 
villages feeling safe, secure and free from crime. We collaborate with and 
are fully supported by the local Leicestershire and Charnwood police. 

As a trusted group, we have existed for many years, expertly managed by 
Mervyn Greenhalgh. Over time, the threats to our community, the way we 
all communicate and the format in which we receive information have 
changed, so we are transforming the way we run things, to remain relevant 
in today’s world.  
We are very lucky to live in an area of low crime, but that does not mean we 
need to be any less vigilant. Crime does not just happen on our streets; 
criminals have moved online and are constantly finding new ways to invade 
our lives and our homes for their gain. Gone are the days when we had one 
telephone per household if we were lucky, there was no internet and 
warnings of local crime had to cascade through the village with an 
organised system of ‘here is the news, pass it along’.  
The world these days is a very different place and with access to the 
internet and smart phones we can share information so much more quickly 
and easily. These tools give us great advantages in tackling offenders. 
Crimes can be reported; the police and other agencies can alert you via text 
or email – all in real time. However, we cannot forget that criminals have 
access to the same technologies and the world of crime has evolved as 
well. 
As a community, it remains true that the more people who are educated 
about the threats and the better we communicate them to each other, the 
safer we will all be. 

Neighbourhood Alert 
One way we can all help is to sign up for 
the Neighbourhood Alert. It is the UK’s 
largest police community messaging 
platform; used by both our local 
Leicestershire police and fire and rescue 
services, it provides news and updates 
on matters that are relevant to you. 
 

Make sure you sign up for 
Neighbourhood Watch alerts. 
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Ted, one of the dedicated Woodhouse Watch team and a retired police 
officer, said ‘We really recommend that your household signs up and 
receives these Neighbourhood Alert emails. We live in such a lovely area 
and all aspire to be good neighbours. This is a great way of being kept 
informed and aware.’ He went on to say, ‘The more of us signing up to 
receive the alerts, the better. It is easy to change your settings for what you 
would like to keep up to date with. If you need any help or would like to talk 
it through, please do get in touch with us at the watch.’  
It is easy to sign up; simply Google ‘Neighbourhood Alert’ and follow the link 
to neighbourhoodalert.co.uk  
Click ‘Register now to receive updates’ and fill out your details. During the 
registration process, once your account is set up, please do click the 
‘Neighbourhood Watch’ option to request to join the Woodhouse NHW. This 
will allow us to keep in touch with more personalised messages in the future 
as your neighbourhood team.  
We are also working on other ways to spread community news and reach 
those who do not have access to the internet.  
If you have any questions, please get in touch with us via email – 
hello@woodhousewatch.co.uk or Facebook @woodhousewatch 

Edward Chapman
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A fitting memorial 
A very special new resident has just moved to the village and the 
Woodhouse Parish Tree Wardens are hoping it will become an important 
and treasured character here for many years to come.  
Our new resident’s roots to the past 
If you are under 50 years old, you may never 
have seen an elm tree. During the 1960s and 
‘70s over 90 per cent of British elms were lost to 
Dutch Elm disease – a fungus spread by a bark 
beetle. The disease was not actually Dutch, but 
just identified there. It is estimated that around 
25 million trees were lost from the British 
landscape, trees that had been dominant 
features for centuries.  
Elms may have existed here since the Bronze 
Age and were used by the Romans to make 
water pipes, as the wood is water resistant. Elm 
has also been used to build boats, furniture, 
coffins and floorboards. Many of the huge trees 
in John Constable’s paintings are elms. 
The future of our new resident 
A small number of elm trees can still be found in Britain and those over 60 
years old may well be disease-resistant. Cuttings have been taken from 

some of these trees and micro-propagated to 
produce saplings, as part of the Great British Elm 
Experiment. Recently, many of these saplings 
have been distributed to groups across the 
country. Goscote Nurseries near Cossington 
offered 50 free trees to groups in Leicestershire 
and the Woodhouse Parish Tree Wardens have 
successfully applied for one to be planted in our 
village. The tree wardens are very grateful to the 
nurseries for their generosity. The tree that has 
been planted in the parish is an English Elm 
(Ulmus procera). It is one of three species that 
were propagated, the others being Wych Elm and 
Field Elm. 

Around 50 years ago, English 
elm trees were largely wiped out 
by disease. 

Cathy Schou and Kate Moore 
(two of the Woodhouse Parish 
Tree and Heritage Wardens) 
with the newly planted tree. 
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Apart from growing into a beautiful tree, the elm’s seeds (known as 
samaras) will provide food for many birds and mammals, and a habitat for 
invertebrates. The caterpillars of many moths depend on elm leaves for 
food, including peppered, light-emerald and white-
spotted pinion moths. Caterpillars of the white-
letter hairstreak butterfly also feed on elms. The 
wind will both pollinate the tree’s flowers and 
disperse its seeds.  
It is hoped that the tree will also provide a natural 
tribute to all those in Britain who have died during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It will be a fitting 
memorial to both the people and trees lost during 
two devastating pandemics: one affecting wildlife 
and the other affecting ourselves. The elm will be 
planted in the centre of the village, near the tennis 
courts, where everyone will be able to watch it 
grow, enjoy its beauty and eventually rest in its 
shade.  

Maggie Morland, Kate Moore and Cathy Schou 
Woodhouse Parish Tree Wardens 

The parish’s elm settling into 
its new home. 
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The Woodhouse troubadour 
Oliver lived in Woodhouse Eaves with his family before training to become a 
professional actor and singer. His stage name is Oliver Stanley, and he has 
an extensive history of performances at venues in both this country and 
beyond, on stage, television and film. Oliver is also a teacher of acting, 
singing and musical theatre. His versatility and abilities are remarkable. 
During the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, theatres have mostly been 
shut. Oliver therefore returned to his roots, his family, friends and 
neighbours in the village. At New Year he sang for individuals outside their 
homes around the area to welcome in 2021, with his beautiful tenor-
baritone voice. The receptions were overwhelming as he travelled between 
venues, serenading people and lifting their spirits. He became known as our 
own Woodhouse troubadour! The seed had been planted and the Good 
Neighbour Scheme developed a plan to celebrate the end of winter and the 
start of spring – and hopefully an optimistic 2021. 

Surprise! 
The Good Neighbour Scheme applied for a grant to Leicestershire 
Communities Fund, from Leicestershire County Council, in order to provide 
this inspiring performance to more people.  
It was proposed that Oliver should sing to individuals known to the Good 
Neighbour Scheme during the weekend of 6th-7th March. He would sing 
outside their homes, after asking them if they had any special requests for 
particular songs, for example from musical theatre, jazz, country and swing.  
Oliver travelled with his song selection around 
the villages singing for people. The delight at 
hearing Oliver, a professional singer from the 
West End, performing on their doorstep was also 
enjoyed by neighbours and passers-by of all 
ages who listened in to the performances. The 
joy of the wide range of songs added to the 
experiences and included, I Won’t Send Roses; 
Ain’t that a Kick in the Head; Edelweiss; Help 
and Leaning on a Lamp Post. Neighbours jiggled 
and tapped their feet as it was impossible to 
stand still. The wish to dance or join in showed 
how we are – even in lockdown – a fun, music-
loving community. 
  

Oliver Stanley singing for the 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves Good Neighbour 
Scheme, March 2021. 
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The comments have been overwhelmingly positive, including: 
…fabulous; great idea; uplifting; great atmosphere; just what we needed. 
What a talent; a tonic, it’s making me quite emotional. He’s got a wonderful 
voice. When can we have him again? We could have filled the drive with 
people dancing. He is so talented. These songs go right through my life. It 
reminds me of the dinner parties we used to have when my husband sat at 
the piano and could play any song by ear. Some of our guests were very 
musical and would perform these songs. I want to book him to sing at my 
daughter’s wedding… 

The number of people who knew all the words, not 
just to the choruses, showed that Oliver had the 
right selection of songs for his wide audience.  
We acknowledge that we did not forewarn 
neighbours about the event and apologise if it 
caused any displeasure. However, our problem in 
‘lockdown’ was that more people knowing in 
advance might have encouraged crowds, requiring 
us to manage social distancing. If we do anything 
similar in the future, we will take this into account. 
As a final point, it may be appropriate to reflect on 
what has happened to our actors, dancers, 
singers and others during this pandemic. They are 
a naturally creative and resourceful group of 
people and have used their skills to work in other 
ways, including online. However, they have also 
taken on other roles such as delivery drivers, 
carers, support workers, supermarket workers, vaccinators and so on. But 
how they must long to be sitting backstage again and to hear the words: 
‘Ladies and gentlemen of the company, this is your beginners’ call.’ Let us 
look forward to the day when we can return to cinemas, theatres and live 
music and support all the talented people like Oliver, in the arts. 

Miranda Brooks 
The WI and me 
A long-held ambition 
When I retired from hospital medicine, nearly seven years ago, people 
asked what I wanted to do with my retirement. Top of the list was to travel 
and spend more time with my grandchildren; soon after came my 
longstanding wish to join the Women’s Institute (WI). Many of my colleagues 
were more than incredulous at this, as I admitted to not being able to bake a 
cake, had never even tried to make jam and could not sing Jerusalem (or 
anything at all, for that matter) unless the person next to me sang louder.  

Professional singer and 
Woodhouse Eaves alumnus, 
Oliver Stanley, in action. 
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Joining the WI 
Luckily, no one gets ‘tested’ on their domesticity credentials to join the WI 
and I attended three meetings with friends, just as a visitor. After that, I 
decided to join the friendly Woodhouse Eaves WI and got to as many 
meetings as I could. Unfortunately, over the years, I have not managed to 
attend very many meetings, but enjoyed all those that I have. The 
Christmas lunches and fish, chips and bingo nights (with husbands and 
partners), walks and annual trips are very relaxed affairs with much chatter 
and laughter. I have to tell you, no-one at the WI has ever asked me to 
make jam or sing Jerusalem but, over lockdown and quite outwith the 
influence of the WI, I have learnt to make two or three simple cakes and 
have actually tried some simple WI recipes! 
Coronavirus and other 2020 issues 
Over the past year, the WI committee has done an amazing job of staying in 
regular touch with members and offering support and friendship. ‘Goody 
bags’ have been given out to members as no monthly meetings in the 
village hall have been possible and an online book club and ‘Zoom’ coffee 
mornings have been running. Despite all this, the Woodhouse Eaves WI 
came under threat of folding early in 2021, as it has done for several years, 
for lack of new volunteers for the committee and some of its officers’ roles. 

Posters were put up around the 
village asking for support for the WI 
and I know many existing members 
were distraught at the thought of it 
disappearing. 
The WI and me in 2021 
With pressure to start the formal 
procedures to close the WI down 
before the end of the membership 
year, a few members offered 
ourselves as office bearers and 
committee members and joined 
those existing committee members 
who had kindly agreed to continue. I 
was elected as the new president of 
the local WI in February this year, 
which all sounds very grand until you 
know I was the only candidate for the 
post. I have gone from occasional 
visitor to president in one fell swoop 
and it is a very great privilege to hold  
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this role and to be working with a small, but really enthusiastic and inspired 
committee. So, for 2021, your WI is not folding and is actively recruiting 
dynamic and friendly women from the area who would like to join our 
burgeoning group. We are instituting online monthly meetings for as long as 
we cannot meet in the village hall and continuing to plan an active 
programme of meetings, clubs and activities for 2021/22. 
Some WI history 
After I said I was willing to serve the local WI as president, I started to 
research its history. I was amazed that the Woodhouse Eaves branch has 
been running continuously for the last 103 years. There are original records 
for the group dating right back to the time of its formation. The WI was first 
established in Ontario, Canada in 1897 for the wives of men in the Farmers’ 
Institute; I think these origins must give us WI ‘presidents’ instead of 
‘chairwomen’. The WI in the UK originated in 1915 in Anglesey when a local 
Canadian, Madge Watt, set up a rural group. The idea soon spread and a 
national organisation was set up. The UK WI was established to revitalise 
rural communities and encourage women to become more active in  

1929 Award certificate to the Woodhouse 
Eaves WI for ‘The best child’s lunch for 4’. 

Woodhouse Eaves WI minutes from an 
extraordinary meeting to address two 
concerns over ‘having to buy a ticket for a 
WI tea’ and complaining about ‘the attitude 
of the singing class’! 
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producing food during the First World War. Now its mission is so much 
wider and it is in hundreds of rural, town and city settings – and even 
women’s prisons – and continues to thrive as the largest women’s voluntary 
organisation in the UK.  
Come and join us 
We welcome all women as members and we would be so pleased if you 
can join us. There are no requirements to have any particular pre-existing 
skills, but those you do have, we hope you might be able to share with us 
and, if you are good at baking, maybe you can give me some tips on my still 
very basic baking skills. If there is an activity you would like to share with 
others, please do join us and maybe you could set up a new subgroup; we 
are very open to suggestions. If you would like to know more, please 
contact our membership secretary, Judith, on (01509) 891 125. 
Finally 
In case you are wondering, I am still very glad I joined the Woodhouse 
Eaves WI and I still feel that the WI is really important in the UK and 
especially in Woodhouse Eaves. I would love to think it might still exist, 
probably in a very different incarnation, but with the same values and 
maybe as a ‘Women’s and Men’s Institute’ in another 103 years. 

Sue Young 
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Exercise? 
I suspect that most computer-literate people will understand when I say that I 
have spent this winter zooming. With all the restrictions, and with the fact that 
I live on a main road, there has not been any incentive for me to exercise any 
more than my fingers. The result – every time I get up, my knees are painful. 
After all, along a main road it is difficult to keep at least six feet from any 
passing jogger and, if my observations are anything to go by, there are a lot 
of them using the pavement outside my front garden. 
Something needed to be done. My knees were rusting, my car was rusting, 
and my doctor would disapprove of my lack of exercise. I had to set myself a 
challenge. As luck would have it, I live only a short car journey from 
Watermead Country Park. So, armed with my trusty binoculars, I set myself 
the challenge of doing one bird count a week. Initially, I did a walk which took 
about an hour. Leaving my car in a free car park (I am not made of money – 
chancellor please note), I set out along the cycle path between Birstall and 
Thurmaston. Halfway along, a path branches off to the left and leads to one 
of the larger lakes – it was an old gravel pit – in the park. First, I checked the 
lake, which lies to the left beyond this path, then I took it and followed it to the 
big lake. It is very overgrown; whilst this is no good for birds in the winter, it is 
a pleasant windbreak on a bleak, cold day.  
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Next, having counted as best I could the birds on that lake, I made my way 
back to the car. It takes about an hour to do this round trip, counting all the 
way. What did I see? Swans and black-headed gulls in abundance, good 
numbers of mallards and tufted ducks and, when winter really struck and the 
lake was mostly frozen, many shovelers. There were three red-crested 
pochards on one occasion, together with a little egret, species I would not 
find in my Observer’s Book of British Birds. As for smaller birds, there were a 
few robins which were singing heartily when the weather was relatively 
warm, the odd blackbird, a song thrush singing near the houses that back on 
to the park and, in the distance, I heard a green woodpecker. 
I became ambitious. Once I went all the way along the Thurmaston path to 
the river, walked along the riverbank to the weir and then followed the 
riverbank to the footpath that leads back to the car park. It was ambitious, 
given the state of my knees, but I made it. I saw a buzzard, two little egrets 
and a greylag goose for my efforts. I decided that I must do that walk again, if 
only once a month. Next, I went to the White Horse, crossed the river at the 
lock, and walked that footpath. The results were not that spectacular – more 
mute swans, more black-headed gulls, more mallards, more coots and – 
another greylag goose. I must do that walk again, perhaps once a month. 
The one species I expected to see more of was the wood pigeon, but there 
were relatively few. I think that they are all in my back garden, together with 
magpies and blue tits. Reconnect with nature? Not in my garden.  

Duncan McNeil 

April in the cottage garden 
April begins with a gentle smattering of green in the hedgerows and ends 
with the rate of growth going into overdrive. By the end of the month 
blossom blooms on trees, the garden is full of tulips and daffodils and 
everywhere there is an explosion of colour. For me, April is when I finally 
feel I can wave goodbye to winter and embrace spring in all its glory. And 
there’s a spring in my step too, not only from the flush of green that fills the 
earth with renewed energy, but also from the arrival of the swallows and 
martins, which bring a new happiness with them on their wings. 
In the flower borders 
April and the borders are full of tulips in pinks and purples, white Thalia 
daffodils (my favourite) and early flowering perennials. Protect the shoots of 
later perennials such as lupins and delphiniums from slugs and snails. It is 
heartening that with the start of each new year there are more and more  
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sustainable choices of deterrents on the market to protect your treasured 
plants from these voracious eaters. If you have grown your own from seed 
or bought young plants already potted up, now is the time to plant out sweet 
peas. Grow them up sturdy supports such as pea sticks or obelisks and 
gently tie them in until they manage to support themselves. Prune 
hydrangeas by cutting back the old stems to a healthy shoot lower down. 
It is not too late to divide large clumps of perennials such as hostas. Doing 
this will not only reinvigorate the plants, but will also give you lots of new 
plants for other areas in the garden or to give away to friends. Dig out the 
clump you want to divide and then use a sharp spade to divide the clump 
into smaller bits. This may seem a bit brutal, but won’t harm the plant at all. 
In the vegetable garden 
It is time to plant second-early and maincrop potatoes. If you have planted 
broad beans, pinch out the tips to encourage bushier growth and if they are 
covered in aphids (as mine invariably are) spray with a soap-based solution. 
Sow seeds of tomatoes, chillies and courgettes in pots on a windowsill or in 
a cold greenhouse for planting out in May. Seeds you can plant outside now 
include rocket and other hardy salad crops, or herbs such as parsley and 
coriander. You can also sow seeds of fast-growing crops such as radish in 
areas you intend to fill with other things later in the season. 
Create a cutting patch 
This year I have decided to give some of my vegetable garden over to a cut 
flower patch. You do not need a designated bed to grow flowers for the 
vase; containers will do just as well and even integrating flowers for cutting 
into your borders will do the job. My cutting patch will consist mainly of 
annuals, but I will also use perennials and shrubs such as dahlias, roses, 
lavender and others grown elsewhere in the garden. 
Favourite annuals for a cutting patch include umbellifers such as Ammi and 
Daucus carota (ornamental carrot), cosmos, cornflower, Zinnia, Calendula, 
Scabiosa, Cleome and Helianthus. Some of these I sowed last autumn and 
overwintered and will plant out as young plants (umbellifers are particularly 
good for this). Others, like the cornflower, I will sow directly into the ground. 
Having chosen my patch of ground, I will dig in plenty of organic matter and 
then rake to a fine tilth ready for sowing. You can plant in rows or in clumps; 
it does not really matter, but make sure you do not plant larger varieties next 
to smaller ones that might be crowded out and stake those plants that are 
going to grow quite tall. It really is that simple. Regular watering and a 
weekly feed will see you have enough flowers all summer long for both 
yourself and your friends.  

Jo Poultney 
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How well do you know your village? 
The theme for this month is ‘Walking the footpaths of Woodhouse Eaves’. 
Do you know where these footpaths are?  
Answers are inside the back cover. 

Stella Blay 
 

 

Picture 1 Picture 2 

Picture 3 Picture 4 
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Codeword 
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help 
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson). 
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The last word 
Did we invite the coffee or did 
the coffee come to us? 
Over the past year, the number of 
people enjoying a stroll in the 
countryside has increased 
dramatically – hardly surprising, 
given that exercise outdoors is the 
only activity permitted under 
lockdown. It’s well known that 
exercise is good for both mental 
and physical well-being, especially 
when outdoors in green spaces. 
The number of people out walking 
must surely be a good thing? 
Then comes the disposable coffee 
cup – a must-have accessory for 
many walkers. A year ago anybody 
on a country walk with a coffee cup 
was a rare sight. These days it is 
commonplace. So, how did sipping 
a hot drink become synonymous 
(for some) with going for a walk? 
Could it be due to the closure of 
indoor meeting places? Is it the 
desire to hold on to something that 
is (temporarily) warm during the 
cold winter months? Is going out 
for a walk for the sake of it just too 
unbearable? Does a hot drink give 
a valid reason to go outside? 
Answering the last question was 
important enough to feature in a 
Downing Street briefing following 
the infamous Derbyshire Duo who 
received apologies from the police 
after they issued fines for a coffee-
based ‘picnic’. 
 

Whatever the reason, the 
COVID-19 pandemic does seem to 
have fuelled the take-out drink 
epidemic that is currently sweeping 
the countryside. 
How do you walk? 
There seem to be two types of 
coffee-walkers – those who spot a 
café and seize the opportunity to 
buy a drink, and the second group 
who plan to bring a hot drink to 
their walk. Maybe those Derbyshire 
policemen were simply used to 
going for a walk without a cup in 
hand – hence the confusion? 
Two of our nearest cafés were 
mentioned in a LeicestershireLive 
article about parks with cafés open 
during lockdown. A new café is 
coming to Outwoods…will 
Swithland Wood be next? 
After thinking about drinking, here 
is some food for thought: Britain 
uses 2.5 billion single-use cups 
each year with only 1 in 400 being 
recycled. Making those cups 
causes pollution and uses lots of 
trees and energy. The plastic lining 
means cups need specialist 
recycling and it also carries a 
human-health risk. Compostable 
cups cannot be recycled but need 
to go in a food waste or compost 
bin. A cup is typically used for just 
15 minutes. 
‘Act as if what you do makes a 
difference. It does.’ William James 
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Contributions to Roundabout 
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do 
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s 
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words. 
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although 
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome. 
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note 
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details 
and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not 
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and 
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below. 
Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may 
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event.  We 
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the 
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
 
Codeword solution 
 
 
 

 
Answers to ‘How well do you know your village?’ 
Picture 1: The entrance to the footpath to Woodhouse or Swithland at the 
bottom of Meadow Lane.  
Picture 2: One of the footpaths up Windmill Hill. This one is on Beacon 
Road.  

Picture 3: Western end of the Donkey Slip, at the top of Victoria Road.  
Picture 4: Eastern end of the Donkey Slip, in Church Hill Road. 



 

What’s on in April 

 
 
 

Check for more local event details on these websites: 
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
    www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html  
 
 

Sat 3rd  10.00 40.7-mile exercise-bike ride by Easter 
bunnies & chickens (Pete, Dick & 
Roger) in aid of Loros Hospice.  

Bottom of 
Tuckett Road 

Thu 8th  7.30 LRWT. Illustrated talk on the Ecology 
of the Dormouse by Sam Devine-
Turner www.lrwt.org.uk/online-talks 

Online via 
Zoom 

Sat 10th 9.00, 
10.30 or 
12.00 

Spring clean litter pick. Registration 
essential to join the paris clean-up 
www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/litterpick 

Woodhouse, 
W’Eaves, 
Beacon Hill 

Wed 14th  7.30 LRWT. ‘A Birder's Year: Spring and 
Summer’ with Bruce White  
www.lrwt.org.uk/online-talks 

Online via 
Zoom 

Mon 19th  Day or 
evening 

‘Language for Fun’ classes resume. 
See ad. p.29 for details. 

‘Taster’ class 
£15 

Wed 21st  7.30 WI meeting ‘You be the judge’. Contact 
Jane Futcher to receive the Zoom link 
Jane.e.futcher@gmail.com 

Online via 
Zoom, free 
taster session 

Wed 28th  7.30 ‘The next 5 years for local nature 
conservation’ LRWT CEO, Tim 
Graham www.lrwt.org.uk/online-talks 

Online via 
Zoom 


