


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, Alison Littler, Rosemary 
May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson

Content editor (April): Evelyn Brown

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk top publishing (page layout): Andy Thomson, Richard Bowers

Printing: TeamPrint, Loughborough

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note 
With spring beginning to wake up the gardens and hedgerows it seems 
appropriate that this month’s Roundabout should have a gardening flavour, 
with a focus on the Woodhouses Garden Club, the welcome return of 
Richard Hopkins’s ‘Recipes from the allotment’ (p. 28) and the feature on 
Alan Kirk, another one-time allotment lover (p. 21). The apposite reminder 
of the various classes for the annual Horticultural and Craft Show (centre-
page spread) should provide many residents with the incentive to take arms 
with spade, hoe and rake.

At this time of year we can consider ourselves fortunate to be living in 
peace in an attractive village, surrounded by the beauties of Charnwood. 
Harold Batchelder’s harrowing experiences as a World War II RAF pilot 
(p. 13) are a salutary reminder that life has not always been like this for 
some villagers.

Harold is one of the growing number of residents whose fascinating present 
or past life experiences we have been able to feature in Roundabout. We 
are sure that there are many others who, like Harold and his predecessors, 
are too shy or modest to contact us directly. If you know of anyone whose 
story you feel would be of interest to others, please contact Roundabout 
and we will follow it up.

Finally, please note that our new Production Team members Amanda and 
Andrew Garland are taking over the Roundabout advertising management 
from Grahame Sibson while Andy Thomson will be working on desk top 
publishing, alongside Richard Bowers. 

Evelyn Brown

Parish council news
Open evening
The parish council’s open evening (the Annual Parish Meeting) is on 
Wednesday 22nd April at 7.30pm. Do come along to this informal event to 
chat to our councillors over drinks and nibbles and also to see displays from 
some of the many groups and societies who use our premises, including a 
display from Roundabout. The council’s Annual Report is included with the 
April issue of Roundabout and it invites you to raise any matters about the 
year’s work. Contact details for all the councillors are on the back page of 
the Annual Parish Meeting leaflet.
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Useful meetings with Charnwood Borough Council officers
Very constructive meetings were held in March with the Chief Executive of 
Charnwood Borough Council, the new Head of Development Control in the 
Planning Department and the new Charnwood Partnership Manager for our 
parish. Reports on these meetings are available on request, but a summary 
now follows.  

The parish council discussed issues arising from the Charnwood ‘Corporate 
Plan and Budget’, such as the apparent imbalance between expenditure on 
Loughborough and what is spent on the villages. Loughborough has several 
very poor areas which need attention and it has no town council of its own. 
The town can attract national and regional funds that villages cannot 
because of its employment opportunities. In practice the Chief Executive, 
Brian Hayes, felt that there was no imbalance and the spending per head is 
about the same. The parish council chair concluded with thanks to Brian 
Hayes and the comment that generally the parish was pleased with what 
the borough did for us.

Head of Development Control
Steve Lewis-Roberts has worked in Charnwood for eight or nine years and 
replaced retiring Stuart Moffatt last October as Head of Development 
Control. The parish council raised a series of planning issues that have 
proved vexing for several years. For example, why some applications do 
not go to Charnwood Plans Committees, why some decisions go against 
parish council recommendations, how effective was enforcement after 
planning conditions were breached, and how seriously officers take the 
guidelines in the Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves Village Design 
Statements. Mr Lewis-Roberts said that the borough was aware that the 
area is ‘a special place’ and will take the comments to heart. Just because 
the Charnwood Planning Explorer website lists an application as ‘officer 
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determined’ or ‘recommended’ does not mean that either statement is 
accurate – they are temporary labels only. Once a week, he and Peter Blitz, 
the Development Control Team Leader, look through every application and, 
with the borough councillors, choose whether or not applications should go 
to a Plans Committee where borough councillors make the final decisions.

Partnership Manager
David Harris, Charnwood Head of Strategic and Private Housing, and with 
22 years experience in the borough, is the new Partnership Manager for our 
parish. This scheme links parishes with senior officers so that each party 
can develop a better understanding of each other’s issues and concerns. 
Managers are rotated every couple of years so that the borough council as 
a whole grows in its knowledge of the parishes.  On a day-to-day basis 
councils can ask their partnership manager to help when other tactics are 
struggling to achieve a solution – for example, in trying to get a speedy 
response to a query, or some action completed. So far this arrangement 
has worked very well and will continue.

Speeding
The Charnwood Crime and Safety Forum is a means for communities to 
identify particular problems in their area and to work together with police 
and other partners (e.g. NHS, Fire and Rescue Services), to resolve them. 
In March the Forum heard from Allan Smart, Speed Awareness Presenter, 
who runs the courses offered to anyone caught speeding, as an alternative 
to points on their licence. Drivers pay £60.00 to attend the three-hour 
courses, and the re-offending rate is 1 in 12 compared to 1 in 4 when other 
sanctions are used. Police costs are considerable for clearing up after road 
accidents – nationally last year the cost was £13 billion and within the 
county it was £212.5 million. 

In Leicestershire there has been a 67% reduction in accidents at the 15 
fixed and 10 red-light camera sites. The income from them (£2 million) is 
spent on partnership activities. The Forum proposed that a suitably worded 
message was sent to the Area Forums, e.g. ‘Road accidents carry a high 
human and financial cost’, as a means to securing a higher priority for 
speed reduction activity in county council budgeting.

Next full council meeting: Monday 6th April, Woodhouse Eaves Village 
Hall, 7.30pm, preceded by a Plans Committee meeting.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
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News in brief
New children’s Wildlife Watch group 
A new group for young nature enthusiasts, Wildlife Watch, is starting up in 
the village. This follows on from the success of the Beacon Hill Wildlife 
Watch group which, sadly, had to end in 2007.

Wildlife Watch is the junior arm of the Wildlife Trusts. It encourages children 
to take an interest in wildlife and the world around them through activities on 
environmental and natural history topics in a fun and educational setting. 

The new Woodhouse Eaves Wildlife Watch group will be holding its first 
meeting on Sunday 19th April from 10.30am–12.30pm, starting in the 
village hall annexe. The topic is ‘Spring into action’, exploring the wild areas 
of Woodhouse Eaves using the senses. The group is suitable for children 
aged 6–12 years and welcomes new members. 

Booking for all Wildlife Watch meetings is essential. For more information 
and to book a place at this meeting, contact Martha Rose, Education Officer 
at Leicestershire & Rutland Wildlife Trust on 0116 272 8866 or e-mail 
mrose@lrwt.org.uk The website can be accessed on www.lrwt.org.uk 

Martha Rose
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Woodhouse Eaves in bloom
Please make time to stop at the corner of Main Street and Tuckett Road to 
see and admire the colourful spring display of more than a thousand bulbs 
planted over the last two years. The snowdrops and crocuses have been a 
delight, and the daffodils are now spreading sunshine over the grass. The 
display of some 500 snowdrops surrounding the millennium maple in the 
play area has also given great pleasure to people. Many thanks to the 
children and parents who helped to make these colourful displays.

Eric Allsop

A thank you from the Rankins
We would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those who made our fund-
raising disco on 28th February such a resounding success. On the night we 
raised about £460 towards ‘Walk the Walk’. We are now in training for the 
Playtex Moonwalk on 16th May and have promised that pictures of us in our 
decorated bras will be on display in the post office. Thank you once again to 
our supporters.

Helen and Iain Rankin

A thank you to Roundabout
Margaret Mann has contacted the Roundabout editors to say ‘I felt I must 
write to congratulate you on the latest issue of Roundabout, which I have 
much enjoyed reading, as it is interesting, informative and entertaining – in 
fact, all that a village magazine should be. Thank you very much.’ Thank 
you, too, Margaret for giving us such positive feedback.

Ed.

Helping others
Knitting
Thanks to the very generous donation of pastel-coloured wool, our small 
team of needlewomen have been very busy. We have been able to send 
over 40 blankets, and seven jackets and bonnets to the Leicestershire 
Royal Infirmary Premature Baby unit. If you can help in any way, please 
contact Diane on (01509) 890 054.

Vision Aid Overseas
Please seek out that long-forgotten pair of unwanted spectacles or 
sunglasses and hand them in at the Oakwood Pharmacy or 113 Main 
Street. Our total so far this year is only 111 pairs – well down on our 
previous efforts. 

Eric Allsop
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Borough council cash office closure
You may already be aware that Charnwood Borough Council’s cash office 
is due to close on 30th April and so from 1st May cash payments will no 
longer be acceptable at the council offices. Instead most council bills and 
invoices are now being printed with a barcode on them, which will allow 
customers to pay them at any post office or paypoint outlet in the UK. This 
means that Woodhouse Parish residents (and visitors) will be able to pay 
their council tax, business rates, benefit repayments, garden waste invoices 
and the like at the Woodhouse Eaves post office, as well as at over 50 other 
locations in the borough, and over 32,000 locations nationwide. Charnwood 
neighbourhood housing tenants can also pay their rents using their swipe 
cards at the same outlets.

For further information please call the ‘Ways to Pay’ information line on 
(01509) 634 545 or e-mail: information@charnwood.gov.uk 

Adrian Le Cras, 
Customer Service Centre Manager

Blue badge holders over 65
Age Concern Leicestershire and Rutland have joined forces with the Benefit 
Take up Team of Leicestershire County Council in trying to encourage more 
people over 65 who have a blue disabled badge to ask about money that 
may go with the badge. Many people are still believed to be missing out on 
this money, which is called Attendance Allowance.

This award is not means tested; no one is interested in your savings and it 
will not reduce any other benefit that you may be receiving. In some cases it 
may mean you get more. It is awarded to those people who need frequent 
attention throughout the day in connection with bodily functions, or continual 
supervision to avoid danger. For further information, contact Age Concern 
on 0116 299 2233, 1.30pm–4.00pm Monday to Friday.

Tony South,
Benefits Promotion Officer, LCC

Home security meeting on 10th March 2009
The meeting, to offer advice on home security, was held in two sittings at 
the Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall. The 78 villagers who attended agreed 
that it was time to re-look at their home security and the following issues 
were found to be of most interest and relevance:

• if you have an alarm, have it serviced regularly otherwise it might affect a 
home insurance claim, should you be burgled
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• lock up your ladders and check your neighbours have done the same
• store your keys out of sight and certainly not by a door or window
• it is useful to mark your valuables – SmartWater® was demonstrated as 

the new high-tech but inexpensive option. Additionally, make sure you 
photograph items and record makers’ names/assay marks, as all this 
increases the chances of recovery, helps with any insurance claim and 
assists police with the conviction of criminals

• store all such information and photographs in a safe place (preferably 
fireproof) or make a number of CD copies

• be aware of suspicious ‘goings on’; make a note of relevant information 
and report it to the police. One resident did this the day after a sighting 
and the police responded very quickly and questioned a group when they 
were on someone else’s property

• make sure you secure your sheds. These are notorious targets for 
opportunist thieves. 

If you want to know more about home security, please contact Mervyn 
Greenhalgh on (01509) 890 374 or via nhw.woodhouse@btinternet.com 

Mervyn Greenhalgh
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Insecure vehicles and security in supermarkets
Insecure vehicles left overnight are being targeted by criminals. If your 
vehicle is not locked when not in use, it may invalidate any insurance claim.

There have also been cases of customers in supermarkets being followed 
to the cash tills by thieves, who then watch the pin number being entered 
into the machine. Elderly women have been targeted so far, but any one of 
us can become be a victim, if we are not careful with the security of our 
cards.

Note that you can ask all nearby people to move away. That is a very 
reasonable request. Stand your ground. If they don’t – go away without any 
money! Alternatively go to another cash point or go on another day in case 
you are followed again.

Angela Fielding,
Leicestershire Police

Street lights as speed-limit indicators
Issues to do with traffic speeding and safety in the parish were raised in 
both the February and March issues of Roundabout (see also p.7 this 
issue). A campaign, using billboards, has been launched across Leicester, 
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and Leicestershire and Rutland to help drivers identify and stay within 
30mph speed limits. It addresses the common reason given by drivers for 
exceeding speed limits in urban areas; that they simply didn’t know what the 
speed limit was because there were no speed limit signs. This is particularly 
relevant to Brand Hill and Church Hill in Woodhouse Eaves.

The campaign reminds drivers of information provided in the Highway 
Code, which states that the speed-limit in built-up areas is 30mph. It 
continues by saying ‘The 30mph limit applies to all traffic on all roads in 
England and Wales with street lighting unless signs show otherwise.’

Ed.

Lest we forget
Although the national time for 
remembering those who have 
fought in past wars is Armistice 
Day in November, there is no 
reason why we should forget 
their efforts for the rest of the 
year, particularly when living 
among us are those with very 
real personal memories of 
wartime. One such is Harold 
Batchelder, who for many years 
was secretary of the RAF Ex-
Prisoners of War Association, which currently has over 750 members. Next 
year he will be 90 but from his home in Woodhouse Eaves he still serves 
the Association as social secretary. 

Early training in the RAF
From an early age Harold was keen on the possibilities of flying – an 
enthusiasm not shared by his parents. Following the declaration of war in 
September 1939 he volunteered to train as a pilot in December of that year. 
The RAF came into being only in 1918 and his initial experiences in this 
relatively new service were disappointing, to say the least. At RAF 
Uxbridge, and later at Blackpool, he was subjected to hours of square-
bashing, multiple medicals, inoculations, and, lacking any proper equipment 
or even uniform, he was inclined to question the efficiency of the 
organisation in which he had enlisted. Without the issue of any boots, for 
example, his own shoes disintegrated on the parade ground.
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Harold moved to the initial training wing at Torquay for theoretical 
instruction in maths and navigation and then to Brough, in Yorkshire, in 
January 1941 as a member of the Elementary Flying Training School. 
Following only five-and-a-half hours of instruction, he flew solo in a Tiger 
Moth and was soon moved on to Cranfield and the Service Flying Training 
School. By July 1941 his training was over and he was asked by an 
interviewing panel of senior officers what he wanted to fly. At that time they 
were particularly keen to recruit trainers for single-engine aircraft but Harold 
said he felt that trainees needed operational training first – not perhaps the 
wisest response as the group captain doing the interview, it later transpired, 
had never flown on operations. 

Shot down over Germany
The outcome of the interview was a posting to RAF Kinloss to train on twin-
engine Whitley bombers before joining 102 Squadron, otherwise known as 

the ‘Death or Glory Boys’, at Topcliffe in North 
Yorkshire. It was now September 1941 and 
after a few sorties over Germany the Whitleys 
were replaced by the new Halifax bomber. 
Harold still speaks affectionately of these 
monsters in terms of ease of piloting and their 
responsiveness to controls, but on his thirteenth 
bombing mission in mid-June 1942, en route to 
Essen, in Germany, his Halifax was shot down. 
As pilot, and so the last to leave the plane, 
Harold found himself baling out at just 800 feet, 

landing in pitch darkness and pouring rain. Some telephone wires had 
broken his fall but he was in pain from back and ankle injuries.

Eventually he was picked up and taken to a nearby farmhouse to await a 
visit from the local police. Speaking no German he was concerned that the 
elderly farmer kept repeating the word Essen. Anxious to avoid admitting 
that this was precisely his destination before being shot down, Harold 
resolutely shook his head. Only later did he realise that Essen meant ‘food’ 
or ‘meal’ in German and he had been turning down a kindly offer of 
refreshment, much needed after 36 hours on the run. 

A prisoner of war
Local police soon gave way to armed escorts and Harold began a process 
of being shunted around Poland and Germany as a prisoner of war (POW). 
He was taken to Cologne by train and then on to Frankfurt where he was 
debriefed and questioned before arriving at Zagan, a newly built POW camp 
for air crew south-east of Berlin, which featured famously in the film The 
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Great Escape, though by the time of the escape Harold had been moved 
elsewhere. Having remained in Zagan for about a year he was moved in a 
westerly direction to other camps and towards the end of the war he was 
confined in Fallingbostel, between Bremen and Hanover. 

His worst experiences were to follow when, with the German defeat 
imminent, the camp was evacuated and about a thousand POWs, loosely 
‘supervised’ by increasingly apprehensive German guards, were marched 
about 500 miles over two months with no clear destination. On one 
occasion more than 50 men were mistakenly killed in an air attack by RAF 
Typhoons. Eventually, on 11th May 1945, the bedraggled survivors were 
spotted by a scout car from the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry and 
rescue and repatriation followed. 

A happy ending for Harold
Talking with Harold about his experiences for a couple of hours is not 
simply pleasurable; it’s also instructive, particularly in relation to the 
emotional as well as the physical impact of warfare. In the midst of his 
active service in January 1942 he snatched 48 hours leave to get married – 
service uniform was a more acceptable outfit than anything that Moss Bros 
could supply at that time. For his wife, Betty, ‘thirteen’ is no longer an 
unlucky number as her husband returned after disappearing on his 
thirteenth sortie. 

Harold was fortunate in that all his crew survived the ordeal and met up 
again in POW camps: the crews of the other six planes assigned to bomb 
Essen on the night he was shot down never returned. They joined the group 
of over 55,000 Bomber Command aircrew who were killed in World War II. 

During the whole of our interview, he never mentioned his award of the 
Distinguished Flying Medal 
(DFM). I learned of this 
subsequently, only by asking 
a specific question on the 
phone. I think I understand 
his modesty in this respect 
and when I haul my 
grandchildren around the 
RAF museums at Hendon or 
Duxford, I’ll do my best to 
explain it to them. 

Tony Lenney
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WOODHOUSE  EAVES HORTICULTURAL AND CRAFT SHOW

      FLOWERS    36 Six Pods of Runner Beans
1 Six Roses in a Container 37 A Container of Fresh Herbs
2 Container of Six Sweet Peas 38 Three Chilli Peppers
3 Three Roses in Three stages 39 Six pods Dwarf French Beans
4 Container of Mixed Garden Flowers 40 Two Cucumbers, House or Frame
5 My Best Flower 41 Two Sweetcorn Cobs
6 Three Cactus or Semi-Cactus Dahlias 42 One Head of Cabbage 8 cm stalk

7 One Gladiolus Spike 43
Five Different Vegetables in a Seed 
Tray (one of each)

8 Three Decorative Dahlias 44
Two Marrows, not exceeding 40 cm 
long

9 Rose Judged on Scent Alone 45 Three Leeks, trench
10 Three Pom-pom Dahlias 46 Three Courgettes max length 15 cm

11
Six Heads of Pansies/Violas on a 15cm 
x 47 Three Round Beet
20cm Board 48 Heaviest Onion

12 Three Chrysanthemum Sprays 49 Heaviest Marrow
      POT PLANTS 50 Longest Runner Bean

13 Cactus / Cacti 51 Heaviest Potato
14 Orchid 52 Heaviest Pumpkin
15 Foliage Plant 53 Heaviest Tomato

16 1 Pan Rock Plant in Flower 54
A Bucket of Home-produced General-
purpose Compost

17 Flowering Pot Plant       CULINARY  
18 1 Pan Rock Plant for Foliage Effect 55 Three Muffins on a Plate  (own recipe)

      FRUIT 56
Plate of Six Cheese Straws  (own 
recipe)

19 Plate of Five Dessert Apples 57
Loaf of Homemade Bread - made by 
machine

20 My Best Fruit 58 Five Plain White Scones (own recipe)
21 Plate of Five Plums 59 Fruit Cake Loaf (own recipe)

22 Plate of Ten Raspberries 60
Victoria Sponge,  round tins, any size 
(own recipe)

23 Plate of Five Cooking Apples 61 Six Jam Tarts
24 Plate of Ten Blackberries 62 Treacle Tart (own recipe)

     VEGETABLES 63 Parkin (own recipe)
25 Three Sticks of Rhubarb 64 Quiche (own recipe)
26 Six Tomatoes 65 Jar of Chutney
27 Six Miniature Tomatoes 66 Jar of Pickled Onions
28 Three Onions, each 250g or under 67 Lemon Curd
29 Four White Potatoes, round or kidney 68 Jar of Jam
30 Three Onions, as grown but washed 69 Jar of Marmalade

31
Four Coloured Potatoes, round or 
kidney 70 Jar of Honey

32 Six Shallots - Exhibition 71 6 Eggs
33 Three Carrots       BOTTLE CLASSES
34 Novelty or Unusual Vegetable 72 Alcoholic Beverage (other than listed)
35 Pair of Vegetables - not in schedule 73 Bottle of home made Red Wine
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 5TH 2009

74 Bottle of home made White Wine
      MALE EXHIBITORS ONLY   

75 Sponge Cake (own recipe)
76 4 Fruit Scones  (own recipe)
77 Five Rock Cakes  (own recipe)

      CRAFT

78
I made this myself (not in schedule) - WOMEN 

ONLY
79 Flower Arrangement - in recycled container

80
I made this myself (not in schedule) - MEN 

ONLY
81 Hand-knitted Baby Garment
82 Bobbin Lace
83 Greeting Card / Occasional Card - any medium
84 A Piece of Embroidery
85 Crocheted Item
86 An item in Beading
87 Painting, any size, any medium
88 An item in Cross Stitch - any size
89 Best dressed Doll in home made clothes
90 Wool Tapestry

91
An Article of Interest Associated with the 

Village
92 Coloured Photograph  - Village Signs
93 Coloured Photograph  - Featuring Water
94 Dried Flower Arrangement

 OLDER CHILDREN 13 years and under
95 4 Decorated Fairy Cakes
96 Painting or Drawing "A Windmill"
97 A Scarecrow
98 A Vegetable Animal
99 Birthday Card, any medium (not computer)

100 Photograph: Pet(s)
      YOUNGER CHILDREN 10 years and 

under
101 Colouring picture supplied (7-10 years)
102 Colouring picture supplied  (6 years and under)
103 Miniature Garden on a Plate
104 4 Chocolate Rice Crispie Cakes
105 Flower Arrangement in Egg-cup
106 I Made This at Playscheme / in School Holiday
107 Painting or Drawing "Seasons"

PRE-SCHOOL CHILDREN 4 years and under
108 A Scarecrow, any medium or drawing/collage
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Chinese restaurant site development
A well-attended public meeting, chaired by David Barker, chair of the parish 
council, took place at the Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall on 23rd March to 
comment on a revised proposal for the residential development of the 
former Chinese restaurant and Forest Rock Garage site, on the corner of 
Church Hill and Meadow Road.

Previous objections
Objections to the most recent previous proposal had included: 

• the density of dwellings – a maximum of only eight was considered 
appropriate

• the impact on Meadow Road residents from the height of the three 
dwellings shown fronting onto Meadow road

• the reduction of residents’ on-street parking in Meadow Road
• inadequate parking space onsite, which could exacerbate parking offsite 

around the crossroads.
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The developers’ response
The developers had responded to these concerns by reducing the number 
of dwellings on Meadow Road to one, thereby reducing the overall number 
to ten, and by ensuring two parking places per dwelling onsite. Three of the 
properties were to be designated as ‘affordable’, i.e. as homes for people 
with a need to live in the parish but unable to access the open housing 
market through their own means.

The response from the meeting
Although the amendments were seen as moves in the right direction, there 
was still a high level of concern about the reduction of on-street parking in 
Meadow Road and the implications for residents who lack their own off-
street parking.  Fears were also expressed that, should the developers be 
required to reduce the number of dwellings still further to eight, residential 
development of the site might be perceived as no longer financially viable. 
Some people commented that alternative uses for the site, including no 
development in the immediate future, might be worse options. 
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The outcomes
At the time of going to press the revised proposal had not been considered 
by the appropriate Charnwood Borough Council’s Plans Committee. 
However, the Parish Plan Working Group will be considering possible 
alternatives should the proposed development not proceed. 

Evelyn Brown

Centre Stage
[Richard and Sian Mollart began organising shows for Centre Stage, the 
Rural and Community Touring Scheme for Leicestershire and Rutland,  
when Richard was a member of the parish council. – Ed.]

Once or twice a year since 2002, Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall has been 
proud to present top-class entertainment. Our first show featured Hilary 
James and Simon Mayor. Hilary has a superb voice and Simon is regarded 
as Britain’s leading mandolin player. This excellent show was a sellout and 
we were hooked on the concept. Since then we have been able to promote 
many high-class acts, with music from opera to jazz. Our most recent show 
in February, ‘Swingers in Suspenders’, was an outstanding rendition of the 
music of the 40s from Jo Cagney, Dean Martin, Bing Crosby and Frank 
Sinatra, brilliantly performed by Jo King and accompanied by Alexi Hardern. 
Take a look at their website to get an idea of just how good these acts are: 
www.absolutelyfrank.com/Swingers-in-Suspenders.htm 

There have also been comedy and drama, the most notable being a 
performance of Under Milk Wood, which was played in the round.

Working to a well-tried and popular format of café-style seating, the 
audience can bring their own drinks and nibbles, and with tickets around 
only £8, you simply can’t get better value for money.

Obtaining funding
So how do we get such good acts at an affordable price? For that we have 
to thank the Arts Council who, together with Leicestershire County Council 
and Charnwood Borough Council, provide significant subsidy, which they 
promote under the name of ‘Centre Stage’. The parish council also supports 
this venture by guaranteeing any shortfall in funding if ticket sales don’t 
match costs, and sharing any surpluses with the county council. However, 
virtually all shows have generated a surplus. 
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An unexpected bonus came two years ago when, as a result of being in the 
scheme, we were invited to bid for a grant to improve the stage facilities. 
We were successful in getting enough funding to install a sound system 
with audio loop and also stage lighting. The parish council also made a 
contribution using the surpluses already generated. We are also grateful to 
the Beacon Players who made a substantial contribution. The end result is 
that the village hall now has sound and lights as good as you will find in any 
village hall and these can be used by any hirer of the hall. The lights, in 
particular, have added much to the atmosphere of other dances and parties.

Involving more people
We have been fortunate to have been assisted by a number of loyal 
supporters, in particular Bob and Helen Rankin who sell the tickets at the 
post office and help on the night. After seven years we think that it would be 
good to involve more people, particularly in the first instance by choosing 
and booking acts. We are therefore appealing to anyone who fancies 
themselves as a promoter to give us a call on (01509) 890 721. It’s not 
difficult and you will get to see some great acts.

Richard and Sian Mollart

Alan’s seat
Several years ago, not long after 
moving to Woodhouse Eaves, I 
remember seeing an elderly cyclist, 
pipe in mouth, sitting very upright while 
moving at a constant but leisurely 
pace, northwards along Main Street. I 
learned later that this was Alan Kirk, 
heading home to Loughborough after 
spending a day on the allotments. I 
never saw him cycling the other way 
because I wasn’t around early enough 
to see him arrive.

As recorded in the parish council news of the March Roundabout, a public 
seat in his memory was recently installed on the allotments. Alan used to 
chat regularly with Linda Hunter after she finished her daily stint as school 
crossing patrol and when he died in his early eighties, about two years ago, 
she helped to organise a collection which raised over £100 to provide the 
seat.
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A man of character
Friends of Alan, and he had many in the village, speak warmly of a 
‘character’ whose father worked on the Beaumanor estate and used to live 
in Golden Cottage, Woodhouse, before moving to Woodhouse Eaves. For 
many years Alan worked and lived in Loughborough but the allotments he 
inherited on his father’s death – and at one time he had a tenancy for three 
allotments – meant a regular presence here. In later years he was 
registered blind but still cycled, and local drivers knew to give him a wide 
berth. Eventually allotment friends persuaded him of the wisdom of using 
his entitlement to a bus pass and so latterly he travelled on the first bus of 
the day carrying his breakfast and other refreshment with him.

Several allotment holders recall his humour and his strongly held views, not 
always expressed in moderate language or with even a hint of political 
correctness. He had what could be termed a mischievously competitive 
attitude towards the increasing number of female allotment holders, and his 
views on what he saw as trendy organic gardening programmes on TV and 
radio were combative to say the least, but don’t let that deter you from 
sampling the comfort of Alan’s seat as you watch others doing what you 
know you should be doing in your own garden. 

Tony Lenney
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Woodhouses Garden Club
In 1990 the recently appointed Rector of St Paul’s Church, Derek Buxton, 
who was a very keen and knowledgeable gardener, transformed the 
vicarage garden into a most pleasing, eye-catching area and invited other 
keen gardeners to join forces to pass on their skills. As a result the first 
meeting of the Woodhouses Garden Club took place at St Paul’s School on 
29th November 1990, attended by over 20 villagers. A committee was 
formed for one year comprising Canon Buxton (chair), Mrs Earle 
(secretary), Eric Allsop (treasurer), Diane Allsop, Ros Elliott, Jill Honisett, 
Lady Martin, Mrs Reeves and Monica Trost.

The following year the club became affiliated to the Royal Horticultural 
Society, which led to a wider range of topics being covered by visiting 
speakers. The membership quickly rose to 40 who enjoyed twice-yearly 
outings to places of interest.

In the mid-90s Ros Elliott, then the secretary, who later moved from 
Woodhouse Eaves in 2003, gave up the post. Fortunately Neil Roberts took 
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Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural & Craft Show
Let’s look on the ‘Brightside’! The evenings are drawing out, daffodils are 
pushing their heads up through the soil inspiring us to get excited about 
gardening, and then we can look forward to stiff backs and weather-beaten 
hands but who cares!

As you can see from the centre pages, Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural 
and Craft Show has announced the classes for our 2009 Village Show on 
5th September. We have a lot to live up to as 2008 was thought by many to 
be our most successful, in spite of the poor summer. We hope for better 
weather and even more villagers submitting entries and we hope you agree 
that the Show is great family event.

There are, by popular demand, a few new classes – for gardeners with 
single-spike gladiolus or pom-pom dahlias, or ‘picklers’ entering pickled 
onions; and by special request, possibly from the judges, an additional 
alcoholic beverage, maybe sloe gin. We hope you all agree that there is 
something for everyone to grow, make, produce or create no matter your 
age.

Please think about what you can do for our 2009 Show as all the profits are 
distributed to local charities and good causes. 



over the reins. Neil has continued to provide a varied programme and a 
well-supported, exciting annual outing. Details of the April meeting are 
shown in ‘What’s on…’ and new members are always welcome.

Eric Allsop

The trials and joys of the Garden Club secretary
I can remember coming home after the 1996 Garden Club AGM night and 
saying to my wife, ‘I’m the Garden Club secretary’, to which she replied, 
‘They must have seen you coming as that job is the most difficult’. The next 
meeting was held at the Vicarage and I always looked forward to these 
nights as we ended up with coffee and home-made biscuits, courtesy of 
Eileen, the Vicar’s wife. 
After this first meeting it was up to me, as secretary, to invite speakers to 
the club. I started off being very keen and writing to eight different people, 
putting in a reply envelope (stamped, of course). Two days later the post 
brought over six replies. So quick, I thought. I opened the letters only to find 
that I’d mixed up the envelopes and had posted them all back to myself. A 
great start!

Well, I am still secretary of the Garden Club, saying each year that I have 
been doing the job for far too long, and have just completed the 2009 

Page 24 Roundabout April 2009



programme. Since I began we have always had an annual coach trip in 
May. This year our trip is to the Cotswolds, visiting a private garden, a farm 
for coffee and cakes etc. and stopping in Burford for lunch. We always call 
in at a garden centre and come back with even more plants for our gardens.

I thank all our regular members for supporting the club – don’t forget, we 
would welcome more local people to join us at our meetings.

Neil Roberts  

Fellowship news
‘Life and work in a Jordanian University’ was the advertised title of a 
fascinating illustrated talk given by David and Colette Nicolle on 3rd March 
to the Woodhouses Fellowship. At the outset David emphasised that they 
would concentrate more on family life than on the university in the town of 
Irbid where he worked in the Department of Fine Arts from 1983 to 1987.

We saw splendid slides reflecting the Roman past of Jordan and its early 
Islamic history, but we became familiar also with the Nicolle’s Fiat Panda 
which took them back home to north London during the long summer break 
when it was unpleasantly hot. We learned, also, about the problem of 
securing sufficient disposable nappies on such journeys from the Middle 
East. With a realistic blend of determination and concern they went out to 
Jordan with a one year old son 
and after one summer break 
returned for the birth of their 
second child, a girl, who is the 
only family member with an 
Arabic birth certificate.

In a post-refreshment question-
and-answer session Colette, 
wearing a hand-embroidered 
gown, known as a dishdashah, 
which she had brought back 
from Jordan over twenty years 
ago, stressed that she had 
never experienced problems as 
a ‘western woman’ in a very 
different cultural setting. She 
readily accepted a reasonable 
dress code, which included 
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Colette Nicolle having a traditional Arab 
meal in the local Palestinian refugee camp. 
The woman in the middle is wearing a very 
similar embroidered dishdasha dress that 
her daughter (left) made for Colette.



David Nicolle with daughter, Antoinette, and son, 
Freddie, having tea with a family in a Syrian village 
near the Golan Heights

covering the arms, and felt 
at ease when out on her 
own with the children. 
David reminded us that 
the country then, as now, 
had an established 
Christian minority. Two 
years ago the Nicolle 
family returned to their old 
haunts in Jordan where 
David was enormously 
pleased to be recognised 
by one of his former 
university students.

Fellowship annual 
dinner: this is on 7th April at 7.00pm at the Wheatsheaf Inn. If you haven’t 
yet booked to attend, please contact Derek Towe on (01509) 890 238 to 
see if there are places available.

T.L.
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Local History Group
Our March meeting involved an illustrated talk from Peter Johnson about a 
trip through Snowdonia on the Festiniog Railway.

The Railway was first formed in the very early 1830s, primarily to convey 
the Welsh slate from the mountain quarries at Blaenau Festiniog down to 
Portmadoc Harbour where it was transferred to ships and taken to many 
ports throughout the country, and abroad. Credit for much of this idea must 
go to William Maddocks, who built a dam known as ‘The Cob’ to control the 
tidal waters. The narrow-gauge railway was constructed over this dam from 
Portmadoc Harbour towards the mountains, twisting and snaking its way, 
continually climbing, over a distance of about 13 miles to the quarries. 
When fully loaded with slate, the 
trains would descend by gravity, 
controlled only by ‘brakesmen’ 
clambering from truck to truck (no 
health and safety in those 
days).The empty trains were then 
hauled back up to the quarries by 
horses. Before long, steam 
locomotives replaced the horses 
and then passenger trains began 
to use the railway.

As with many industries, the two world wars had a bad effect on the 
Festiniog, and the line closed in 1946. Unwilling to let the railway die, 
enthusiasts were able to take over the line in 1954 as a private tourist 
attraction. After several years of hard labour the Festiniog once again ran 
trains from Portmadoc to Blaenau Festiniog, becoming one of the most 
popular attractions in North Wales. Travelling on the Festiniog Railway is an 
experience that should not be missed; the trains are magnificent as is the 
scenery. Having been several times, I can recommend it.

Our next meeting (see ‘What’s on…’) has been changed from 13th April 
(Easter Monday) to 6th April. We apologise for the clash with the parish 
council meeting. For further information please tel. (01509) 890 788.

Brian Axon
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The return of ‘Recipes from the allotment’
One bonus due to the cold weather in January and February is an extended 
harvest time for hardy winter vegetables. The following recipes are some 
tasty ideas for Jerusalem artichokes, curly kale and leeks.

Jerusalem artichokes
Scrub the tubers then parboil for approximately 7 minutes in salted water 
with a little lemon juice or vinegar added to acidulate it. Cool in cold water, 
peel with a sharp knife and then try one of the following.

• Slice, sauté in olive oil or butter. When golden brown sprinkle with sea 
salt, fresh ground black pepper, chopped rosemary leaves. Serve hot.

• Season whole tubers then roast in olive oil with peeled shallots and a 
couple of unpeeled garlic cloves. When cooked remove the garlic and 
mix its flesh with balsamic vinegar. Pour over the artichokes, thus 
creating a warm balsamic vinaigrette. Serve hot tossed in the vinaigrette.

• Finish cooking the peeled artichokes in the salted water containing lemon 
juice until al dente. Cool in cold water, drain and slice ¼ inch thick. 
Marinate in white wine vinegar, extra virgin olive oil, sea salt and fresh 
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ground black pepper. Arrange a few slices on a plate, then top with a 
warm soft-poached egg and place a slice or two of chilled smoked 
salmon by the side. Lightly sprinkle with cayenne pepper and garnish 
with rocket, wedges of lemon and warm granary bread. Serve as a 
starter or snack.

• Dice peeled tubers. Place in a hot frying pan with a little vegetable oil. 
Sprinkle with curry powder and cook for 5 or 6 minutes. Add tomato 
purée to taste. Stir in to coat the vegetables. Cook for a further 2–3 
minutes. Cover with cream or coconut milk and simmer until tender (do 
not boil.) Adjust seasoning to taste and serve hot. Hot toasted cashew 
nuts can be added before serving.

Curly kale and leeks
• Wash and chop the vegetables and sauté lightly in duck or goose fat, or 

olive oil. Season and serve hot. If desired you can add diced, smoked 
streaky-bacon, tofu or garlic and a dash of tabasco sauce. Serve hot as a 
snack or add to couscous that has been soaked in vegetable or chicken 
stock. Serve with a tomato salad.

Leeks and curly kale with chicken
For this recipe you will need to buy sufficient skinless chicken breasts to 
serve the number of people to be fed; potatoes, twice the quantity of leeks 
you would serve as an accompanying vegetable plus two extra, chicken 
stock, cream, paprika and curly kale to serve as an accompaniment.

1. Peel and slice potatoes. Wash, trim and shred all but 2 of the leeks.
2. Trim the remaining leeks, cut lengthwise, wash thoroughly. Blanch in 

boiling salted water and refresh. 
3. Wash chicken breasts and cut length wise into 4 strips. Season, then 

wrap with blanched leeks. 
4. Place all ingredients into a large casserole and cover with chicken stock. 

Put a lid on the casserole and cook in a medium oven until tender. 
5. Remove and drain wrapped chicken. Place in a large frying pan, add 

cream (sufficient to serve as a sauce) sprinkle with paprika and heat (do 
not boil). 

6. Serve hot with the sliced potatoes, leeks and curly kale, lightly cooked in 
boiling salt water or steamed.

Liquidise the remainder of the vegetables with the chicken stock and freeze 
in portions to use as a lunchtime soup served with crusty bread.

Richard Hopkins
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The last word…
Dangerous spillage?
Police wearing chemical protection 
suits rushed to the scene of an 
unidentified spillage in North 
London. Witnesses had seen a 
projectile hurled through a car 
window, showering the scene in a 
pungent-smelling liquid. ‘It was 
very dramatic,’ said one onlooker. 
‘There were fire engines and 
ambulances with their lights 
flashing. A female officer was even 
taken to hospital as she got some 
of the liquid on her suit.’ The brown 
liquid was tested and formally 
identified in a police laboratory. It 
was HP sauce. – The Week, 28th 
February 2009.

Dangerous driver…
Police in the US state of Ohio have 
charged a woman with child 
endangerment after a motorist 
reported she was breast-feeding 
and talking on a phone while 
driving. Genine Compton, 39, who 
faces up to 180 days in jail, told 
officers she wouldn't let her child 
go hungry. – ‘Odd Spot’, The Age, 
2nd March 2009 

… or maybe not
Police hunting for Ireland’s most 
dangerous driver have finally 
uncovered his identity. Computer 
records showed that ‘Prawo Jazdy’ 
had clocked up 50 separate traffic 
offences; each time his licence 

was registered to a different 

address. Finally an eagle-eyed 
officer realised that Prawo Jazdy is 
actually the Polish for ‘driving 
licence’. Officers had been 
mistakenly writing it down as the 
holder’s name. – The Week, 28th 
February 2009.

What’s in a name?
Will Power, Justin Case, Terry Bull, 
Jo King and Barry Cade are 
among the real people featured on 
a list of The Most Unfortunate 
Names in Britain. Compiled by 
www.thebabywebsite.com, the list 
is intended to make parents think 
twice before giving their children a 
comedy name. – The Week, 28th 
February, 2009.

A record 46,000 people changed 
their name by deed poll in 2008, 
including one man now called 
Happy Adjustable Spanners after 
losing a drunken bet. – Daily Tele-
graph, cited in Prospect, February 
2009, p. 11.

Why wait for an election?
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in 
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We accept advertisements 
from charities and/or other fund-raising organisations. We can also write up 
people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. Most articles 
are under 600 words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’ is most useful, although we accept hand-
written items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints.

Adverts: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free, but 
requests for further publicity, even for charities, will normally incur a charge 
per issue of £7.50 for a quarter page or £15.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted, but this is negotiable. Contact 
the advertising managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 
839 or via the methods listed at the bottom of the page.

What’s on: contact Eric Allsop on (01509) 890 054, or Roundabout at the 
address below.

Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout by:

E-mail: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG.
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What’s on in April

Mon 6th 7.00
7.30

Parish Council Plans Committee
Parish Council Meeting

Village Hall, 
anyone may 
attend

Mon 6th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘Plastics: 1851–
2001’, David Girdler (see, also, p. 27) 

Methodist 
Church

Tue 7th 7.00 Woodhouses Fellowship, Annual 
Dinner

Wheatsheaf Inn
Contact (01509) 
890 238

Wed 15th 7.30 Women’s Institute, ‘Dogs for the 
disabled’, Wendy Coley. Competition: 
photograph of a pet

Village Hall

Thu 16th 7.30 Woodhouses Garden Club, Radio 
Leicester visit (questions required, 
casual members welcome)

Village Hall, 

Sun 19th 10.30 
to 
12.30

Woodhouse Eaves Wildlife Watch 
Group, ‘Spring into Action’ (see p. 8)

Village Hall 
Annexe

Wed 22nd 7.30 Annual Parish Meeting. Meet the parish 
councillors, view displays from village 
groups.

Village Hall, 
drinks & nibbles 
provided

The Evergreens meet fortnightly on Tuesdays, 14th and 28th April, 2.30 pm in 
the Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.

Looking ahead

Monday 4th May, Bank Holiday Challenge sponsored walk;
Saturday 16th May, Garden Club trip to Cotswolds;
Sunday 31st May, Stitch in Time – theatre for children;
Saturday/Sunday 6th/7th June, Open Gardens;
Saturday 5th September, Horticultural and Craft Show;
Saturday 28th November, Christmas Bazaar, St Paul’s Church

More information and events at www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/diary/


