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Editorial policy 

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. 

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Peter Crankshaw, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, 
Rosemary May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson. 

Content editor (April): Evelyn Brown 

Cover: Neil Robinson 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Desk-top publishing (page layout) (April): Andy Thomson 

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 

This month’s Roundabout has both the old and the new as central themes. 
Looking first of all at the past we have a fascinating account of the armed 
burglary at the ‘Curzon Arms’ back in 1952 (more about that, we hope, in 
the May issue), followed by an account of a once grand house situated in 
large grounds off Main Street until the late 1960s. Meanwhile Graham 
Cameron describes a new scouting section (‘explorers’), which is being 
established in the parish and which will have many potential benefits for our 
young people once it is up and running. 

Our heritage wardens focus on the wonderful newness of spring, 
anticipating carpets of daffodils and then bluebells as the month 
progresses. At the time of writing in mid-March, some of our public spaces 
are already a delight, thanks to the hard work of residents old and young, as 
the crocuses reach their peak. It is such a shame that the effect of these in 
the wooded area at the bottom of Tuckett Road has been spoiled by the 
unsightly road verges nearby, churned up and reduced to mud ruts by 
vehicles parking on them while their owners use facilities in Main Street. 
Take a look the next time you pass and see the photos on p.23.  

Finally, Roundabout has a new co-editor and new printers. We offer a warm 
welcome to Peter Crankshaw who hopes to make his editorial debut with 
the June issue. We thank our former printer, TeamPrint in Loughborough, 
who has given us loyal service over the past few years; however, the 
production team feels it is time to move on and we hope that a better quality 
of paper and more sophisticated printing facilities offered by Loughborough 
University Printing Services will provide you with a better quality magazine. 

Evelyn Brown 

Parish council news 

Police beat changes 

Although not yet formally confirmed, it is likely that the Quorn and 
Woodhouse beat will merge with that of Rothley because Charnwood police 
beats are to be reduced in number from ten to six. Rothley’s beat includes 
neighbouring villages and the beat manager knows the area and issues 
very well. The two beat managers for Rothley and Quorn will vary shifts, so 
we can expect to see PC Steve Roach as well as PC Matt Orton. Police 
Community Support Officer, Chris Kendall, will remain on our patch. 
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Parish roads 

Leicestershire County Council highways officers are to assess safety at the 
junction of Benscliffe Road with Joe Moore’s Lane and Priory Lane where 
there have been three accidents fairly recently. They will also look at the 
possibility of crossing points for pedestrians around the new 20mph school-
zone in Woodhouse Eaves, the ‘Bull’s Head’ junction, and Forest Road in 
Old Woodhouse. Information  is also being gathered about where a bus 
shelter might go in Old Woodhouse if funds can be raised. 

Public conveniences in Woodhouse Eaves car park 

Charnwood Borough Council’s Scrutiny Panel recommended that some 
public toilets should be outsourced but the decisions won’t be made until 
after a full service review later this year. 

Scout hut 

Following another check on ‘fitness for purpose’ the council’s surveyor 
reported that, subject to a few minor repairs, he could certify the hut as fit 
for another 18 months. This is good news for the expanding Woodhouse 
Eaves Scout Group, although its success is putting pressure on the space. 
Around 40 young people are now members and an explorers group for 
older scouts is due to start this month (see p.16). Congratulations to all the 
leaders and helpers involved for supporting local youngsters in this way. 
Many scouting members have ‘grown’ from younger groups – beavers, 
rainbows, brownies and cubs. With the re-vamped youth club, the various 
sporting clubs and activities in the area, and the excellent games courts and 
field facilities, there is something to do for all young people in the parish. 

Next meeting 

As the Easter Monday bank holiday falls on the first Monday in April the 
next council meeting is on Monday, 12th April at 7.00pm. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council 
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News in brief 

Are you on a roll? 

With a general election scheduled for the early summer, Charnwood 
Borough Council will be sending out notices from 16th April and you are 
encouraged to check that you are on the electoral roll and to use your vote. 
As the Clerk to the Parish Council, I have a copy of the electoral roll so you 
can email me at clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk or telephone me on 
(01509) 890 050 to check your entry. If you are in doubt it would be better 
still to check directly with Charnwood Borough Council who can make the 
necessary changes. Email: electoral.services@charnwood.gov.uk or 
telephone (01509) 634 613/4. There will also be a helpline for the public to 
ask questions about where their nearest polling station is, how to get there, 
what to do about cards going astray, etc. This will be (01509) 632 593/4/5 
and it will have three dedicated staff. The count will take place at 
Charnwood Leisure Centre from the morning following polling day. The 
borough council will use a mechanical counting-machine that reduces the 
counting time by half so that the results are not delayed. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council 
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The Leicestershire Villages website  

You can publicise your community group, local event or business free of 
charge using the Leicestershire Villages website 
(www.leicestershirevillages.com). Leicestershire Villages is a project funded 
by the Leicestershire Rural Partnership, of which Leicestershire County 
Council is a main partner. The site is maintained by the local community 
and anyone can register free and add their own information. The site has 
been designed so that even internet beginners can get involved and add 
content to their own village website. As Leicestershire Villages currently 
receives around 250,000 visits every month, your content could be seen by 
thousands of people. 

You can use your website to: 

• publicise your events on the village calendar 

• share photographs of your community and add photographs to the picture 
gallery 

• sell your unwanted items on the notice board 

• create your own web pages 

• add your own news items or business details and find details of anything 
from pubs to plumbers in your area 

and much more. Log on to your village section of the website today to see 
what is going on in your village by going to: 
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves or 
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouse 

If you would like to have your own page on the website contact your local 
village site-administrator, Mike Jenkins, by email to 
admin.woodhouse@tesco.net or admin.woodhouseeaves@tesco.net for 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves villages, respectively, or contact the 
Leicestershire Villages web team on 0116 305 5676 or by email to 
admin@leicestershirevillages.com 

Mike Jenkins 
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Red telephone kiosk in Old Woodhouse 

Some months ago British Telecom 
(BT) wrote to parishes to ask if 
they wished to buy their red 
telephone kiosks for just £1.00. BT 
wants to remove phone boxes 
owing to low usage now that so 
many people have a mobile phone. 
Some parish councils, including 
Woodhouse Parish, refused as the 
red kiosk in Woodhouse is a listed 
building (see photo). BT is now 
prepared to continue the power 
supply in the short term, at their expense. 

The parish council wants your views to the following questions. 

• Is the kiosk worth saving (i.e. should it be kept)?  

• What could it be used for once the phone has been removed? 

• Who might care for it?  

• If it were not to remain on Forest Road, where might it be moved to? 

Please let a parish councillor or the clerk have your views as soon as 
possible or telephone (01509) 890 050. A list of councillors is on the parish 
council website (see inside front cover) and on the Woodhouse Eaves 
Village Hall door. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council 

Tennis in the villages 

The tennis season starts this month and the local village club has 
discovered that this year is, we believe, the 100th anniversary of a tennis 
club operating in Woodhouse Eaves. To be honest, all we know is gleaned 
from the Winds of Change, Volume 2, history booklet of the village where 
the village tennis club is shown celebrating its Silver Jubilee in 1935, which 
would indicate that it was formed in 1910. 

Does anyone know anything about this early club and where they played? It 
can’t have been on the existing site as that wasn’t constructed until well 
after 1910. Perhaps it played on the courts of one of the large houses within 
the parish, for example Beaumanor or one of the large properties that had, 
by then, been built in Woodhouse Eaves. In those days it was probably a 
grass court. The names of villagers involved in 1935 are stated in the 
booklet as Marie Haynes, Charlie Waite, Kathleen Kirby, Jack Bradshaw 
and Doris Allen. 
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If anyone has any information about the early tennis club or, indeed, wants 
information on joining the current club in its centenary year, please contact 
Peter Cole, Hon. Sec. Beacon Tennis Club; telephone (01509) 890 065 or 
email petereloc@aol.com 

Peter Cole 

Successful fund-raising 

A successful hot supper with lots of wine was organised at the Woodhouse 
Community Hall on 26th February by Marsha Blissett and Mary Hudson of 
School Lane. The event raised the wonderful sum of £1720 in aid of the 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire and Rutland Air Ambulance. We wish to thank all 
those who attended and especially the local businesses that generously 
supported our raffle, which made £450 on the night. The evening was 
attended by 58 people, mainly from the two villages of the parish and we 
hope to repeat the event next winter, too! We would like to give special 
thanks to Jackie Benford and Jane Ling, who worked tirelessly cooking and 
serving the food for us; not to mention our long suffering husbands who 
gave their unstinting support. 

Marsha Blissett 
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Thank you from Martin and Jaqui 

We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who kindly contributed to 
the collection made on our behalf when we left Oakwood Pharmacy. We are 
indeed fortunate to have been able to spend 22 years of our working lives in 
such a special location and are also privileged to have met so many 
wonderful people who have supported us over the years. Thank you all. 

Martin and Jacqui Turner 

A ‘felonious and burglarious’ event 

In the last issue of Roundabout we extended a welcome to Ben and Katie 
Moore at the ‘Curzon Arms’ who told us that they had heard from customers 
about an armed robbery in the pub nearly 60 years ago. Fascinated by this, 
we undertook to find out more. Information gleaned from local newspapers 
deposited in Loughborough library suggests that, at a time when television 
was a relative novelty, the press and radio (or rather the ‘wireless’) ensured 
that events in our village took on both a regional and national significance 
for a short time. 

The report of the incident 

The Loughborough Echo of 10th October 1952 began its report as follows: 
‘The calm and serenity of picturesque Woodhouse Eaves was shattered in 
the early hours of Monday, when two masked men threatened the licensee 
of the ‘Curzon Arms’ with guns and made a getaway after stealing about 
£60 and a small quantity of jewellery.’ 

The report also tells us that Mrs Rook, the wife of the landlord, was 
seriously injured when, faced with the masked armed raiders, she jumped 
from her bedroom window and fell 20 feet. Barbara, her daughter aged 
nine, witnessed events with horror but John, her 12-year-old son, slept 
undisturbed in another bedroom. Mrs Rook broke both her ankles and 
sustained other injuries from her fall but managed to crawl down to 
Maplewell Road where her screams were heard by Mrs Camm who lived 
opposite the pub and rushed out to give her assistance. 

The hunt for the felons 

According to the Echo, ‘The biggest manhunt ever organised by the 
Leicestershire and Rutland Constabulary was laid on in an attempt to trace 
the raiders’, adding that ‘soldiers of the Ist Battalion of the Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment from Quorn Camp, who a few months ago were 
fighting for the United Nations in Korea, were called out to make a search of  
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Windmill Hill and other likely hiding-places in the locality, assisted by men of 
the Royal Corps of Signals from Garat’s Hay, Woodhouse.’ We are grateful 
to the County Record Office at Wigston for permission to reproduce the 
photograph of some of the vast number of army and police personnel 
mustering in the ‘Bulls Head’ car park for their cross-country manhunt on 
6th October. 

Court hearings 

There is a second brief 
report of the incident in the 
Echo almost a month later 
on 7th November when 
two men were charged 
jointly at a preliminary 
hearing at Loughborough 
Magistrates Court with 
‘feloniously and 
burglariously breaking and 
entering’ the ‘Curzon Arms’ 
and having in their possession a sawn-off shotgun. One of the charged was 
a labourer from Nottingham, the other a fairground attendant of no fixed 
abode. They were remanded in custody despite protesting that they had no 
knowledge of the first charge and resolutely denied any use of firearms. 

Two weeks later on 21st November, under the bold headline ‘Night Of 
Terror At Peaceful Country Inn’, the Echo provided a much more detailed 
account of a hearing in Loughborough lasting almost seven hours.  

Presenting the evidence 

Evidence was given first by Mr Rook, the landlord, and then by his wife who 
was carried into court on a stretcher and given smelling salts at intervals by 
a policewoman. It would appear that the police had gathered useful 
information from people working on a local fair that had arrived in 
Woodhouse Eaves from Coalville just prior to the events at the ‘Curzon 
Arms’. Evidence was also given by a couple of people associated with the 
fair, including ‘Harry Armstrong, showman, c/o “The Blacksmith’s Arms”, 
Loughborough’ who had employed one of the accused at both of its local 
venues.  

The crucial breakthrough came with the identification of the firearms used in 
the burglary, which the police recovered from a safe-deposit box at Charing 
Cross Station in Central London. Somewhat infuriatingly, the press report is 
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unclear how and why one of the accused was arrested in Piccadilly on 12th 
October and why officers from Nottingham City Police did not open the 
safe-deposit box at Charing Cross until 19th October. What is clear, 
however, is that the firearm had been stolen earlier in September from a 
farmer in Radcliffe-on-Trent who identified the shotgun from the number on 
the barrel. 

Demolishing the defence 

When charged both of the defendants denied having a firearm with intent to 
endanger life. One of them said, ‘You can’t endanger life with an empty 
gun’, so they were in some difficulty when the double-barrelled gun 
recovered from the safe-deposit box was found to be loaded in both barrels 
with live cartridges. It also appeared that as their initial protestations of 
innocence began to seem less convincing, each resorted to suggesting that 
the other was the senior partner in the unfortunate event. At the end of the 
hearing, however, when they were committed for trial at Leicester Assizes 
on five charges, both said they were not guilty on all counts and reserved 
their defence. 

We hope to return to the outcome of the Leicester Assizes hearing in the 
next issue of Roundabout and to offer some personal reminiscences from 
local residents for whom the events of October 1952 remain fresh in the 
memory. 

Tony Lenney 

The big house on Bird Hill 

The 1884 Ordnance Survey map of Woodhouse Eaves (1:2500) shows that 
a large house called Bird Hill House existed on the hill to the west of Main 
Street, not far from the old primary 
school on the corner of Paterson 
Drive. 

According to Sue Thorne of 
Woodhouse Eaves, the 1901 
census shows that at that time 
Francis A. Daewood, 56, a retired 
Lieutenant Colonel, lived at the 
house with his daughter aged five, 
a housemaid, a cook, and a 
domestic nurse. There were three 
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other dwellings in the vicinity, occupied by Hannah Ward, single and living 
on her own means; William and Mary Palmer (a seamstress); and Fred 
Armson, his wife and three sons, who were tailors and drapers, except for 
the youngest son who was a pupil school teacher. The Armsons had a 
drapers shop on Main Street. All these dwellings are believed now to have 
been demolished. 

A photo of the main house on Bird Hill, facing towards Maplewell Road and 
supplied by Sue, is shown below. The photo was taken by a Rev. Capron 
who had lived in the house 
when a young man. The 
house, described as ‘a 
delightful residential 
property…in just over 3¼ 
acres of land…built of local 
stone [with] Swithland slate 
roof’ was occupied by a 
Major Capron at the time the 
house was sold in the late 
50s, along with a grass tennis 
court and a gardener’s 
cottage. 

The last years of the house 

Alison Ridout, a former resident of Woodhouse Eaves recalls that her family 
lived in the house from 1957 until 1967 and has supplied Roundabout with 
the following information. While they were having it rewired, they discovered 
that although the youngest parts of the house were around 100-years-old, 
some parts were around 300-years-old and there had been a thatched roof. 
The house was built originally as a dower house for the Beaumanor Estate 
and at one time Lady Rowena Paterson lived in it. Lady Rowena was a 
relation, possibly an aunt, of the family at Beaumanor and had married into 
the family that owned Carter Paterson, the haulage/removals firm that once 
rivalled Pickfords. 

Lady Rowena was very fond of rhododendrons and azaleas and every year 
she went to the Chelsea Flower Show where she bought the latest colour. 
When Alison’s family lived at the house a huge tree occupied the front lawn 
and the entire left-hand side of the garden was a mass of huge 
rhododendrons of all different colours. 

When Alison’s parents left the house to move south, they sold the house, 
land and other buildings to a builder who was going to give it to his daughter 
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as a wedding present. She doesn’t know exactly what happened but it was 
left empty and vandalised. Apparently it was in a pretty awful state and 
eventually permission was given to demolish it. The beautiful 
rhododendrons and azaleas had a preservation order put on them but, 
when the house was subsequently demolished to build Paterson Drive 
(named after the Patersons) they were ‘inadvertently’ damaged by the 
contractors and so had to be removed! Bird Hill Cottage, formerly on Main 
Street, was also demolished to make access for Paterson Drive. The photos 
below (supplied by Alison’s sister, Marion Taylor) show a view down the 90-
yards-long drive towards Main Street with the rear view of ‘Picardie’ (which 
appears to have been extended since) to the left, and the gardener’s 
cottage with a view across to the roof of ‘The Pear Tree’ and St Paul’s 
Church beyond. 

   View down drive towards Main Street.                The gardener’s cottage 

More memories 

There must be other residents of the parish who can remember Bird Hill 
House and who maybe visited the house and were friends of the families 
who have lived there. Can you tell us more about the house and its history? 

Evelyn Brown 

Woodhouse Eaves Explorers Group 

Following my article last month about our success in having local scouts 
nominated to attend the World Scout Jamboree, Sweden, in July 2011, I am 
delighted to announce another success and another ‘first’ for scouting in the 
parish. Building on the tremendous success and popularity of the local 
scout group, we are thrilled and privileged to have been given special 
dispensation from the district to establish a local ‘explorers group’. 

What are the explorers? 

The explorers group caters for scouts aged 14−18. Older readers may 
remember the concept of venture scouts for those aged between 15½ and 
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20. In the late 1990s the changing needs of new generations led to the 
establishment of explorers for 14 to18-year-olds (and the Scout Network for 
18 to 25-year-olds). 

Until now, when local scouts reached the age of 14 they would move up to 
one of the neighbouring explorer groups, for example in Loughborough or 
Quorn. However, from 22nd April, we will have our own local unit in 
Woodhouse Eaves for our young people to attend. 

It is the success of the local scout group, for which we have all the leaders 
to thank, that has generated sufficient numbers of older members to allow 
us to justify having our own explorer section. Three of the leaders, Alison, 
Mike W. and Lisa, will be moving up to the new group after the Easter 
holidays and they are already starting to develop their plans. These 
currently include taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme and 
the Scouting Awards, plus a whole host of other very exciting things.The 
explorers-to-be have already given themselves a name: ‘X-TREME ESU’. 

Explorers in action 

Although they will use the existing scout hut, explorers are constitutionally a 
separate body from the other scouting units (scouts, cubs and beavers). 
They are organised at a district level and need to establish their own 
resources and equipment and so will be working very hard on this, 
especially in their early days. Watch out for them around the village and 
those of you doing the May Day walk and run (see ‘What’s on…’) will see 
them at the Broombriggs refreshment station. You will also see the scouts 
running the Bradgate station, if you are still walking and running by then. 

Although the new leaders wish to emphasise that they are concentrating 
initially on establishing the group and are not looking for new members at 
the moment, this development is a great thing for young people in the 
parish. If you would like more information or to become involved, contact 
Alison on (01509) 890 455 and look at the official website, which has to be 
one of the coolest websites you are likely to come across: 
www.scouts.org.uk/explorers 

Graham Cameron 

Notes from your Heritage Wardens 

Longer, lighter days and bursts of sunshine prompt the wheel of the 
seasons to gather momentum. Sustained low temperatures over this winter 
have delayed some signs of spring, though April’s renowned showers (and 
storms) fuel the progress of one of the loveliest times of the year. 
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Where to go in April 

Our local wooded environment is probably seen at its best in April. Before 
the trees come into leaf, understory plants lap up their last opportunity of 
light reaching the ground to paint the woodlands with their flowers. Walking 
through the bluebell displays is just one of the wonderful opportunities 
offered in our locality. Swithland Woods, the Outwoods and the copse near 
Lower Broombriggs car park are just a few of the places to see carpets of 
bluebells (see ‘What’s on…’ for a bluebell walk at the end of April). 

Bluebells represent one of the 
signs of an ancient woodland and 
the edge of a bluebell carpet may 
indicate the line between old, 
traditional woodland and new 
planting. Another indicator of 
ancient woodland is the presence 
of the small-leaved lime or linden 
tree. In the early summer the 
sweet smell of the flowers attracts 
bees so the whole tree seems to 
hum.  
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In April the bolder, brighter daffodils are also a joy to see. We are fortunate 

to benefit from the planting schemes of previous years; daffodils decorate 

gardens, verges and green spaces around our villages. Unlike tulip bulbs, 

daffodils are not so tasty to our population of badgers and so continue to 

multiply year on year. Travelling along Beacon Road, edged in daffodils 

swaying in the wake of passing traffic, makes for an uplifting journey. 

The changing bird population 

As winter visitors such as fieldfares, redwings, ducks and waders depart, 

warblers, chats, martins and eventually swallows fly in for their summer 

visit. Birds are nesting everywhere so be sure to leave potential nesting 

sites, such as hedges, undisturbed for birds and their young at this crucial 

time. Listen out for the wonderful dusk song of the blackbird as he sits on a 

high perch at the end of the day. If you get up early one morning you can 

hear the amazing variety of songs in the dawn chorus. Some birds are 

elusive but can be identified by their call. See how many calls you can 

recognise. 

Further afield 

Although our villages are surrounded by superb countryside full of interest, 

we should not forget other habitats in nearby areas. Rutland Water is a 

great place to visit at this time of year, as ospreys and grebes breed here in 

April. The ospreys are one of the success stories for reintroduction of 

species. First attempts were made in 1986 to attract passing migrants but 

with limited success and so in 1996 birds were trans-located from Loch 

Garten in Scotland to Rutland Water. The birds were tagged and satellite-

tracked on their migration to their winter sites in Africa. Finally, in 2001 a 

pair of birds bred successfully at Rutland Water. The project is an ongoing 

success and now the news of the birds can even be found on ‘twitter’: 

www.twitter.com/rutlandosprey 

There is a lot of other wildlife to observe at the edge of Rutland Water, 

particularly as birds, mammals, amphibians and fish become springtime 

hyperactive! We hope that you take advantage of the countryside this April 

and are rewarded through enjoyment of our amazing surroundings. 

Kate Moore and Cathy Schou 

heritage.warden@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 



20 Roundabout  April 2010 
 

Garden matters for April 

Here are six jobs for you to do in your garden in April.  

1 It’s time to get the vegetable plot ready for broad beans, peas, lettuce, 
radishes and early potatoes 

2 If you have a greenhouse, sow bedding plants so that they are ready for 
putting out when frosts have gone 

3 Give the lawn some help with an early high-cutting and a good spring 
feed 

4 Later in the month, set out your sweet peas. Give them small twigs to 
climb onto before they climb up the canes 

5 Roses need a good cut back and feed ready for new growth 

6 Check what you are growing for the Horticultural and Craft show in 
September (see May Roundabout for the 2010 table of classes). 

Neil Roberts 
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Women’s Institute reporting 

Woodhouse Eaves WI has hit the ground running this year with numerous 
plans in place for entertainment and fund raising events. WI member 
Jeannie Tetstall is also organising a series of monthly walks, which include 
Broombriggs Farm and Beacon Hill (followed by lunch at the ‘Curzon Arms’) 
and a walk round Swithland Reservoir, also followed by lunch at a local 
hostelry. 

The past year 

The WI's ‘See and do’ evening was a great success. Members were able to 
try their hands (and feet) at various crafts and activities. President Jane 
Futcher showed how to make gift boxes from recycled greetings cards. 
These were perfect for filling with the hand-made confectionary 
demonstrated by Susan Towe. Members were invited to taste these 
delicious works of art and were then encouraged to burn off a few calories 
by participating in the country dancing organised by the proficient, and very 
patient, Margaret Gibb. 

Kathleen Harrison announced that she was going to teach us to knit. One 
would have thought that the majority of members could probably already 
‘knit 1, purl 1’ but this was knitting with a difference. Have you ever knitted 
with lace? It is a bit tricky but the results are spectacular and Kathleen had 
some beautiful finished articles to show members. 

Paul Leary's restaurant in Woodhouse Eaves was filled to capacity for the 
WI's annual dinner. It was a lively evening and we were very well looked 
after; the standard of food and service was as impeccable as ever. 

Looking ahead 

At our April meeting (see ‘What’s on…’) Sejal Modhi will be talking about 
domestic violence − a subject that is both topical and relevant in today's 
society. Another date for your diary – on Saturday, 10th April there will be a 
table-top sale at the Rothley Centre at which the WI will be selling quality 
fashion accessories. 

The WI is an active organisation and the Woodhouse Eaves branch is no 
exception. It offers women the chance to learn new skills and to become 
involved in campaigning on a local and national level. The WI was formed 
nearly 100 years ago in 1915 and it has a reputation as a practical and 
positive organisation that continues to inspire women today. You can find 
out more about the WI at www.theWI.org.uk and the Woodhouse Eaves WI 
can be contacted via the secretary, Kathleen Harrison, on (01509) 890 440. 

Cheryl McGreevy, Press Officer, Woodhouse Eaves WI 
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Local History Group 

The March meeting of the group listened to Sally Henshaw describe a civil 
war in England – a bitter fight between the House of Lancaster and the 
House of York to establish the right to the throne of England. The 
Lancastrian emblem was the red rose while York displayed a white rose, 
hence what we now know as ‘The Wars of the Roses’. 

It began in 1455 with the Battle of St. Albans. The Yorkists won and Henry 
VI, who was Lancastrian king at the time, was captured and so Richard, 
Duke of York, acted as Constable of England. Over the next 30 years many 
battles ensued between the House of Lancaster and the House of York. 
Richard, Duke of York, was eventually killed at the Battle of Wakefield in 
1460 but his son Edward, the Earl of March, carried on the fight for the 
Yorkists. He eventually won the throne with the help of the Earl of Warwick, 
known as the ‘kingmaker’, and became Edward IV. 

The throne was now securely in the hands of the House of York until the 
Lancastrians rose up again and Edward lost his throne to them in 1470, 
when the Lancastrian Henry VI was put back on the throne. Edward IV 
regained the throne for the House of York in 1471 and ruled until he died in 
1483. His son, Edward, became Edward V but was declared illegitimate and 
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the throne was offered to Edward IV’s younger brother, Richard, Duke of 
Gloucester, who became Richard III. 

The throne continued to remain with the House of York until 1485, when the 
Lancastrians, led by Henry Tudor, returned and regained the throne by 
defeating Richard at the Battle of Bosworth Field. Richard was the last 
English king to die on the battlefield at the head of his army. So began the 
Tudor dynasty as Henry became King Henry VII, the father of the future 
infamous King Henry VIII. Thus ended the ‘Wars of the Roses’. 

Brian Axon 

How we spoil our environment 

These are photos of just some of the mess to grass verges at the bottom of 
Tuckett Road and around the ‘green’, caused by vehicles parking on them, 
especially in the very wet conditions early in the year when the ground was 
soft.  

Stop press – desperately seeking an actor 

There's a chance for young aspiring talent to join our local dramatic society 
for their next production in July. Beacon Players need a young actor/actress 
(age in range16-28) for a comedy play, It runs in the family, by Ray Cooney. 
Rehearsals take place on Tuesday evenings but closer to the performance 
they are twice a week.  

If you are interested in acting and would enjoy the fun and challenge of 
working with the Beacon Players (we’re a friendly crowd!) please contact 
David Frost (tel. (01509) 262 669) or Bob Rankin at the post office. 
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Recipes from the allotment 
The word ‘cabbage’ may make older readers shudder, thinking of those deep metal 
containers of water-sodden, tasteless, anaemic green pap that used to be a staple of 
school dinners many years ago. Forget all those bad memories. Some of Richard’s 
cooking suggestions for spring cabbage this month elevate the vegetable to the 
gourmet class. Ed. 

Cutting spring cabbage starts in late February but the height of the season 
is April. Cut the cabbage while it is still young and tender and use it as 
quickly as possible, while the leaves still squeak when rubbed between your 
thumb and fingers. The following are cooking and serving suggestions. 

• Remove centre veins, wash in cold water, dry on kitchen paper. Shred 
into fine strips and then deep fry until crisp. Soak up any excess oil with 
absorbent paper. Dust with sea salt or celery salt, mix with strips of crispy 
bacon (vegetarian bacon substitutes are available) and serve with either 
grilled steak, or shallow-fried cod or haddock, or Quorn fritters. 

• Prepare and cook as for spinach and use as a bed for either grilled 
chicken or fish, or boiled gammon-ham, topped with a blue cheese or 
smoked cheese sauce. 

• Wash the individual leaves and then cook al dente in boiling salted water. 
Refresh in cold water, drain and pat dry with kitchen paper. Remove the 
centre veins and spread the leaves with low-fat creamed-cheese mixed 
with chopped chives, freshly ground black pepper, coarse sea salt, and 
skinned and deseeded, diced cherry tomatoes. Roll up tightly (like a 
Swiss roll), place in a microwavable dish, cover with cling film and 
microwave until hot (the time will depend on how many rolls you have 
made). Serve with grilled fish. Alternatively, cut into one-inch (2.5cm) 
chunks and serve with a sweet-chilli dipping-sauce or garlic and anchovy 
mayonnaise as hors d’oeuvre. 

• Prepare as above but stuff with a pilaf rice (one third long-grain rice, two 
thirds vegetable stock, sweated onions and a touch of saffron or turmeric, 
cooked in a covered oven-dish until tender and all the liquid has been 
absorbed into the rice). Braise the stuffed cabbage in chicken or 
vegetable stock for approximately 45 minutes at gas mark 5 or 190 ºC. 
Alternatively, stuff with a mixture of minced chicken or Quorn, and 
sautéed finely chopped onion, mushrooms, red pepper and garlic, 
flavoured with soy sauce and chilli. 

Richard Hopkins
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The last word 

Crash blossoms 

According to Simon Hoggart in The 
Guardian on 13th February, ‘crash 
blossoms’ are headlines that mean 
something ridiculously different 
from what they intend, as in ‘Eighth 
Army Push Bottles Up Germans’ 
and ‘Red Tape Holds Up New 
Bridge’. Often they depend on the 
fact that in English, a noun may 
have the same spelling as the 
corresponding verb or adjective, as 
in ‘bite’ – ‘Squad Helps Dog Bite 
Victim’. 

Apparently the term comes from a 
headline in Japan Today about a 
young musician whose career 
flourished even after her father 
died in an air accident: ‘Violinist 
Linked To JAL Crash Blossoms’. 
This takes some working out! 

Sci-Fi or Wi-Fi? 

The riddle of the ‘Windermere 
Triangle’, a small enclave of the 
popular Cumbrian tourist town 
where hundreds of motorists found 
themselves locked out of their cars 
and their key-fobs rendered 
powerless, has been solved. For 
the past 18 months locals have 
blamed everything from new traffic 
lights to a ghost. The problem was 
actually caused by a wireless 
order-taker used by waiting-staff in 
a restaurant called ‘Lazy Daisy’s’. 

The restaurant has now re-
programmed its devices. − The 
Independent, 27th February 2010. 

Brain teaser 

Three brothers share a family sport: 
A non-stop ‘marathon’. 
The oldest one is fat and short 
And trudges slowly on. 
The middle brother’s tall and slim 
And keeps a steady pace. 
The youngest runs just like the wind, 
Speeding through the race. 
‘He’s young in years, we let him run,’ 
The other brothers say, 
‘’Cos though he’s surely number one, 
He’s second, in a way.’ 

1 Who, or rather what, are the 
‘brothers’? 

2 Where do they run their ‘non-
stop marathon’? 

3 How can the youngest brother 
be both first and second? 

Answers are at the foot of the 
page. 

Hot chicks 

Chickens rescued from battery 
farms are being knitted tiny 
jumpers by a [Knit and Crochet 
Club] in Somerset. ‘The hens 
usually come out of farms quite 
bald and can be underweight,’ said 
Miranda McPherson. ‘While they’re 
waiting for their feathers to grow 
back they can benefit from our 
knitted jumpers.’ – The Week, 6th 
March 2010. 



 Roundabout  November 2009 27
 

Contributions to Roundabout 

We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in 
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We accept advertisements 
from charities and/or other fund-raising organisations. We can also write up 
people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. Most articles 
are under 600 words and we think they should be! 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although 
we accept hand-written items that are legible. 

Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints. 

Adverts: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free, but 
requests for further publicity, even for charities, will normally incur a charge 
per issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted, but this is negotiable. Contact 
the advertising managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 
839 or via the methods listed at the bottom of the page. 

What’s on: contact Eric Allsop on (01509) 890 054, or Roundabout at the 
address below. 

Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3. 

Send any material for Roundabout by: 

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office,  

45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG. 



 

What’s on in April and early May 

April 

Mon 5th 2.00− 
4.00 

Easter egg hunt, Beacon Hill 
Country Park, tel. 0116 305 8790 

Tickets £3 

Sun 11th 10.00−
3.00 

Native tree collection spring clean, 
Beacon Hill Country Park (volunteer 
day), tel. 0116 305 8790 

Lower car 
park 

Mon 12th 7.00 Parish Council meeting 
Note later date due to Easter 

Village Hall 
All welcome 

Mon 12th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘The 
Leicestershire slate industry’, David 
Ramsey  

Methodist 
Church 

Thu 15th 7.30 Garden Club, ‘Alpines, grow your 
own’, Eric Webster 

Village Hall 

Sun 18th 10.30–
12.30 

Junior Wildlife Watch Group, 
‘Mammals of the night’ 

Village Hall 
Annexe 

Wed 21st 7.30 Women’s Institute, ‘Domestic 
violence’, Sijal Modhi 

Village Hall 
 

Thu 22nd  7.30 Annual Parish Meeting and 
Exhibition (plus free refreshments) 

Village Hall 
All welcome 

Sat 24th 10.00–
4.00 

One-day course, ‘Dry stone walling’. 
Pre-booking essential, contact 0116 
305 8790  

Beacon Hill 
Country Park 
Cost: £30 

Fri 30th 2.30 Outwoods bluebell walk, Mark 
Graham, 2 miles 

Outwoods 
car park, free 

Early May 

Sat 1st 7.30 May Day Dance, ‘Auld Spyce’, 
tickets from post office or tel. 
(01509) 890 244  

Village Hall 
See advert 
p.6 

Mon 3rd The 2nd Woodhouse May Day Challenge & 
‘family’ event  
www.woodhouse-may-day-challenge.co.uk 
enquiries@woodhouse-may-day-challenge.co.uk 

Village Hall: 
walk 8.30 
run 9.30 
family 10.30 

Tue 4th 10.00 Walk to Swithland and Rabbit 
Bridge, Walter Brown, 5 miles 

Roecliffe Rd 
car park, free 

Sat 
Sun 

8th 

9th  
2.00− 
6.00 

Old Woodhouse Open Gardens and 
alms houses exhibition at St Mary’s 
Church 

 

More information at www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/diary/ 


