


Editorial policy

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Peter Crankshaw, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, 
Rosemary May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.

Content editor for this issue: Perter Crankshaw

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Richard Bowers

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
It is one of my favourite times of the year, spring; the bringer of fresh growth 
and new life; the new life, for example, which is featured in the latest of our 
series on farming; an occupation that has to be constantly worked at to 
make a living. There are reports of the public meeting and of the parish 
council’s decision over the future possible development of the former Forest 
Rock garage and restaurant site, in the centre of Woodhouse Eaves. On the 
subject of the of the parish council, there are details of how to apply for 
those who may wish serve as a parish councillor, but the closing date is fast 
approaching! It is encouraging to report that the first venture to bring the 
cinema to Woodhouse Eaves proved a huge success – and we have details 
of future showings; we find out something of the work of the first volunteer 
parish litter warden, and there is news of new homes for local bats, courtesy 
of our young people. And of course “The Last Word” usually raises a 
chuckle. In this edition I hope there is something of interest for practically 
everyone.

Peter Crankshaw

Parish council news

Annual Parish Meeting and Exhibition Tuesday, 12th April 7.30pm at 
Woodhouse Eaves village hall

You will soon receive an invitation to the annual Parish Meeting. This is an 
agenda-free event, for you to raise any issues and ask any questions; even 
sometimes to pay a compliment, if you think the council is doing a good job. 
The annual meeting is a legal requirement on top of the normal, monthly 
council ones and places local residents and businesses in the driving seat. 
It is an informal gathering, with light refreshments available, while you look 
around the exhibition of activities, involving many groups that use council 
premises, or its facilities. It takes just an hour of your time.

Elections to the council 

The closing date for applications is Monday, 4th April. Charnwood officers 
are able to check over your application form with you. You must be over 18, 
have lived or worked in the parish, or within three miles of its centre, for 
more than 12 months, and be a British citizen, without a criminal record. 
The Clerk has application forms which can also be obtained from 
Charnwood Borough Council, tel. 01509 634 613 or email to 
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electoral.services@charnwood.gov.uk or online at 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/electoralservices, where you will find the 
information you need. Woodhouse Parish Council has nine seats up for 
election. The council meets monthly for about two hours on, usually, the first 
Monday in the month, except for August. There is also information on the 
parish council website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk, or from any 
councillor, or the Clerk.

Parish council to object to Forest Rock site housing scheme

This central site in Woodhouse Eaves is the subject of another planning 
application P/11/0316/2 for 11 dwellings. Although most of the about 20 
residents at a public meeting were generally in favour, with some caveats, 
the council decided that there were too many concerns and resolved to 
object. If, as expected, the application is considered by a Charnwood 
Borough Council plans committee, the parish council will nominate 
someone to speak at the hearing. Vehicle parking, traffic, and drainage are 
three of the concerns, followed by aspects of design and materials. A public 
meeting about the planning application was held at the Woodhouse Eaves 
Village Hall on 3rd March. (see p.8)

Car park public toilets

There will be some closures while repairs and renovations are carried out to 
the building. The council has asked for the closures to be kept to a 
minimum and to avoid weekends, as far as possible. The work, due to start 
on 19th April and to be completed by 15th May, cannot begin any sooner 
because there has to be a formal period for the planning application to be 
processed. The application is for the entrance to the ‘ladies’ to be relocated 
to the front of the building. When any of the toilets are closed the village hall 
toilets will be made available, if at all possible.
Grounds and gardens contracts

After much deliberation, the council decided to accept quotations from the 
existing contractors to maintain the playing field grounds and the gardens at 
the War Memorial, Main Street and Beaumanor Gardens. Several 
contractors were very competitive on price; good market testing for the 
council. The larger contract was won on the offer of a price, fixed for three 
years. The smaller one had several contractors very close together on 
pricing, therefore the council felt that it had no reason to change its current 
contractor.
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Another old oak goes

Sadly (See p.13), the old oak tree at the end of the playing field had to be 
felled for safety reasons after approval by Charnwood council’s landscape 
officer. The inside of the burnt-out base seemed to have become bigger in 
recent months and when the work was started, it could be heard creaking 
and was clearly ready to fall; such a shame after a hundred years or more 
of being there.
Next meeting

See ‘What’s on’ for details. Anyone may attend meetings; however, if you 
want something considered on the agenda, please let the Clerk have details 
the week before.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief

Views aired on village housing proposals

Concerns about the future redevelopment of the former Forest Rock garage 
and Chinese restaurant site were voiced at a meeting called by Woodhouse 
Eaves Parish Council on 3rd March. Plans submitted to Charnwood 
Borough Council are for 11 houses, each with parking for two cars and a 
further two spaces available for on-site visiting.

The meeting, attended by 26 in the village hall and conducted by the parish 
council Chair Mark Woodland, voiced fears about parking in an area of the 
village already heavily congested and where so many other dwellings on 
the four roads have only on-street parking. Some felt those living in the new 
houses would be tempted to use the street, rather than their garages, while 
coming and going during the day. Parking outside the pharmacy was said to 
be essential and already difficult for people with walking difficulties, wanting 
to collect prescriptions. Le Fevres stores, it was claimed, also relied heavily 
on being able to park on the road.

The large number of contractors’ vehicles would, it was felt, be a road-
safety hazard if parked opposite St. Clements Day Nursery. Charnwood 
Borough Councillor David Snartt suggested that the parish council ask for 
the roads and parking areas within the site to be completed first before 
building work begins. One suggestion from the floor was that if the planned 
property to be sited on the corner of Meadow Road and Church Hill were to 
be omitted, reducing the number of dwellings by one, visibility up Church 
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Hill to the left would be easier for drivers emerging from Meadow Road at a 
potentially dangerous road junction.

A further issue raised was whether the present sewer system could cope 
with the demands from additional housing in the area, since there had 
already been instances of overflow. The meeting was told that Severn Trent 
Water had already been asked to deal with any potential problem.

The question of affordable housing which for the benefit of younger people 
to remain in the village was a condition of a previous planning application 
and if councillors are in favour of the current plans, the parish council will 
ask Charnwood Borough Council to impose similar conditions.

Despite reservations the meeting, by a majority vote, were in favour of the 
scheme.

Ann Irving

Full house for the ‘Woodhouses’ cinema

The very first mobile cinema outing has proved a resounding success, with 
more than 80 people from both villages turning up for the evening 

performance at the Village Hall. Group organisers were delighted with the 
response and are now busy processing feed-back slips which asked for 
audience reaction and suggestions. The providers, Centre Screen, who are 
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managed by Phoenix Arts, are involved in putting on village shows 
throughout Leicestershire and Rutland. Their representative on the night 
said the attendance compared extremely well with the other venues he 
visits and feels it bodes well for the future. The venture gains financial 
support from the county and district councils, to help reduce the overall 
cost. The parish council agreed to underwrite the shows for the coming year 
and provide administrative support to start off the project. The first showing, 
on 2nd March, was From Time to Time a touching ghost story. The next 
cinema outing is on 17th May and will feature the acclaimed King’s Speech, 
with one performance in the early afternoon and a second showing, to be 
officially confirmed, in the evening.

Evelyn Brown

Parking on pavements

County and borough councillor David Snartt, who heads the Community 
Safety Partnership, has backed a new initiative by the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, Leicestershire Constabulary and Charnwood Borough 
Council, all working together to encourage people to be more considerate 
about parking on pavements. In many cases the practice is said to be 
causing the blind and partially sighted, wheelchair users and those with 
children in pushchairs, to have to walk on the road.

The initiative focuses on the need to park responsibly, allowing at least 
enough space for a double buggy to pass, which also benefits the more 
vulnerable members of the community. Irresponsible parking, he says, risks 
accidents, as well as attracting a minimum fine of £30.

Cllr. Snartt can be contacted by writing to 10 Groby Lane, Newtown Linford, Leicester.  
LE60HH. david.snartt@leics.gov.uk or telephone 01530 244084

Of daffodils and drinks cans!

Since the beginning of February volunteer parish litter warden, Pam 
Crankshaw, has become no stranger to the odd beer bottle and can – 
dozens upon dozens of them in fact, along with plastic boxes, paper, and 
most unpleasant of all, plastic bags of dog excrement, thrown into 
hedgerows! A keen walker, Pam knew of the litter problem in our villages 
and surrounding countryside but not of the extent of it until she took the job 
on.

Working on behalf of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, (CPRE) Pam 
initially contacted the parish council to join the scheme. Since the beginning 
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of February and up until mid March she has been on eight outings, 
collecting a total of 13 bin-sized sacks of rubbish. ‘It is a treat at this time of 
the year to see the very first signs of spring, with snow drops out in 
abundance and the crocuses and daffodils bringing their splash of bright 
colours to the hedgerows and green spaces. But it can be all so easily spoilt 
for everyone, if some people just can’t be bothered to find a bin for their 
rubbish.’ She gives a somewhat graphic example of where bags of dog 
waste were found in hedgerows, quite near to where there were bins for 
that purpose!

On one outing Pam came across no 
less than 79 drinks cans of one 
description or another, along with food 
wrappings and general litter, all 
dropped in the countryside in a stretch 
from the upper end of Maplewell Road 
through to Jo Moores Lane. Much of it 
had been there for a considerable 
time. So far she has covered Beacon 
Road, from Broombriggs car park, 
continuing along Forest Road and 
through to Woodhouse; School Lane 
and part of Brand Lane then, along 
the bridle track to Meadow Road, 
Woodhouse Eaves. Pam has also 
been along the footpath from School 
Lane to the recreation ground, 
Woodhouse Eaves; Brook Road, 
Church Hill, Tuckett Road and the 
Green, then, the top half of Maplewell 
Road. In time, she hopes to cover 
Breakback Road to the Outwoods, 
Brand Hill and the upper part of 
Beacon Road.

‘There is so much rubbish all over the Forest, and I know more volunteers 
would be welcome,’ she says.
There is the challenge, then. Be your own, one person litter controller and perhaps  
encourage others to protect this beautiful countryside. If you want to organise a local  
litter pick of your own or want to know more about the national campaign, go to the 
Keep Britain Tidy website www.thebigtidyup.org Ed.

Ann Irving
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The demise of ‘The Old Oak’

A familiar landmark on the King George 
V Playing Fields is now no more. The 
enormous oak tree had been a local 
feature for very many years – probably 
for about 200 of them. However, a 
combination of age, weather and, sad to 
say, vandalism (the hollow trunk inside 
had been set alight on more than one 
occasion) had virtually killed it off and 
made it unsafe. After it was 
professionally felled, local villagers 
helped clear up the debris. 

New homes for local bats

The Woodhouse Eaves Youth Group 
may be no more because of county council budgeting restrictions and lack 
of staff, but before they disbanded, members took the opportunity to make a 
valuable contribution for the benefit of one particular species of local wild 
life - they built bat boxes. The project was typical of the sort of activities 
which the group, with their leader, Craig Smith, had followed over the years. 

To mark the occasion an activities weekend 
was set up by leaders and members of other 
groups in the county. They included Soroya 
McDonald, the area youth organiser, her 
colleagues, Donna Tipper, a former Woodhouse 
Eaves Youth Club leader, Tania Hickling and 
Lorraine Simpson-Ward, both leaders from 
other clubs, as well as Alice Mugglestone and 
Connor Wood from Barlestone and Anstey. A 
location chart has been created of all the bat 
boxes, which were all suitably sited by Dave 
Foley, who lives in Woodhouse Eaves and is a 
keen ornithologist. Sadly, the event itself was 
marred by atrocious weather, which affected 
attendance.

The local youth group may have had to disband, 
but it is heartening to know there has been a 
rise in membership of our local scouting 
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for a possible new home for 
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movement. It is estimated there are 100 young people, male and female, 
who are now members of scouting groups of one kind or another, ranging 
from ‘Rainbows’ to the senior scouts

Ann Irving

Something of a ‘hole’ mystery to many

How did it happen? When did it happen, and why did it happen? These are 
the questions baffling everyone; experts and amateur sleuths alike (as we 
go to press, that is)! The large hole, three feet deep or more and two feet 
wide, straddles a stretch of well-used footpath leading from the Woodhouse 
Eaves playing fields, towards Woodhouse.

One of the first to find it was Marsha Blissett 
of School Lane, Woodhouse. ‘The day 
before I had walked my dog along the 
footpath and there was no sign of it. The 
next day, when I went along the path, it was 
there. It was quite frightening, really. If a 
small child or little dog had fallen into it, they 
would have been in real trouble. People do 
use the path at all hours, even when it is 
getting dark. What puzzles me is there was 
no sign of any earth having been excavated. 
The path had tarmac along it at that point 
and that has disappeared, too.’ 

Erosion or Roman remains?

Since Marsha reported it, Severn Trent 
Water has been to investigate and the hole 
has now been taped off for safety. Parish Council Clerk Ann Irving alerted 
the county council’s Highways Department, whose officers are liaising with 
Severn Trent Water, as well as a local farmer. It is thought they may also 
consult the county’s archaeological department. Theories abound! The 
bottom of the hole appears to become a tunnel of some kind but it is all too 
big to have been caused by an animal. One suggestion is possible erosion, 
caused by an underground watercourse, or a broken sewer or water pipe. 
Yet another theory is that it might be subsidence caused by some sort of 
underground, archaeological site. Local knowledge suggests there may 
have been the remains of a Roman building of some kind in the area. 
Perhaps, by the time you read this account, all will have become clear! 

Peter Crankshaw
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Fielding the lost balls

Two stalwarts of the Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club have erected wire-net 
fencing along 150 metres of hedgerow, bordering the pitch boundary on the 
village playing field. Club chairman John Gillingham, along with member Vic 
Tye, has worked hours at a time over a couple of weeks to complete the 
project, ready for the new season. Undergrowth has been carefully cut 
back, some lower branches pruned and fence posts hammered in to 
support the wire netting. The work is to prevent the long standing problem 
of cricket balls getting lost in the tangle of grass and offshoots under the 
hedgerow.

‘For some time, the cricket club 
has felt the need to get this done 
because searching for a lost ball 
not only holds up the game but 
can make us liable to a fine, if 
we go over the allotted time for 
an innings,’ says John. The 
timber and wire will weather in 
and become practically invisible 
as new growth starts to appear. 
During the project, quite a 
number of long lost cricket balls 
from previous seasons were 
recovered, but were totally 
unusable; damp and general 
weathering had destroyed the 
outer casing. As Vic Tye points 
out, the fencing will not only help 
prevent lengthy interruptions, to 
find lost balls, but it also makes 
economic sense; a typical 
cricket ball costs between £12 
and £15. He remembers matches where up to seven balls have been lost, 
although some were later recovered, intact.

Peter Crankshaw

Do you appreciate “The Last Word”?

If you have any “funnies” to contribute, please send them in to Roundabout for 
possible inclusion in a future issue. Contact details inside the back cover.
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Long Distance Mail

There are strange things happening with the postal service here in 
Leicestershire and we are fairly sure they can’t be attributed to Dave and 
Jennifer, our relatively new custodians at the post office in Maplewell Road. 
Just as we were preparing the final draft of the March edition, Peter 
Crankshaw, our editor for February, received the following email.

Just a note to say how much I enjoyed reading your February 2011 edition 
of Roundabout. There are a diverse range of topics and the ‘Curry and 
Quiz Night’ really appealed to me. Well done to you all for the splendid 
display of community spirit. Unfortunately distance and fuel costs prevented 
my support of the afore-mentioned sojourn and the occupants of Highfields 
Farm on Woodhouse Lane may have missed one or two events too; due, in 
part, to the Post Office generously bringing their copy of the Parish 
Magazine to Woodhouse at Heversham in Cumbria. Please could you 
arrange another copy to be delivered to Highfields Farm with Leicestershire 
included prominently on the label? I would not wish to deprive them of 
news and views in your delightful community.

With kindest regards.
From Mrs. Catherine Parsons
Highfield, Ackenthwaite, Milnthorpe, Cumbria.

As you will know, because we repeat the mantra in every edition, 
Roundabout ‘is delivered free to every address in the parish.’ Mainly, the 
delivery service is provided by a dozen or so volunteers who cover the two 
main village areas but about 40 outlying properties, including farms, receive 
theirs by post. One such is Highfields, on Woodhouse Lane, but it now 
seems their copy fetched up at a farm, with the same name, situated about 
five miles south of Kendal, in Cumbria. Speculation is rife within the 
Roundabout production team. We normally post copies at the weekend, 
prior to the first of the month and it may be that an unspecified worker in the 
Loughborough sorting office had experienced an unusually heavy weekend 
or simply had an unquenchable sense of mischief. Whatever, we were 
grateful to hear from a new fan in the north-west, to whom we are very 
happy to send a copy of the latest edition of Roundabout. Just as Mrs 
Parsons regrets being unable to sample events in our parish, we hope she 
will understand why we cannot include her on our free postal service to 
‘outlying properties’. We are, however, very grateful that she took the 
trouble to contact us.

Tony Lenney
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A farming calendar
We continue our series with an account of a poor turnip and beet yield for many 
farmers due to two bitter, frost-laden months; the start of calving at Upper Broombriggs  
Farm and the prospect of extensive muck spreading, in preparation for spring sowing.

Richard Reynolds, who together with his father farms in and around 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves, has not been impressed with the 
effects the bitterly cold weather has had on the turnips and the beet he put 
in last year. Nevertheless, he feels lucky.

I lifted the fodder beet, for the sheep and cattle feed, before the frost really 
set in and although the turnip crop was still in the ground, it was protected 
from the frost, to some extent, by all the snow that fell; a lot of it though was 
damaged. The beet factory at Newark had to close because the poor 
quality of the crop made it not worth processing. That means many 
farmers, with frost-damaged beet crop in the fields, will not receive anything 
back for it. That is really serious, when you think that growing costs are in 
excess of £500 an acre. That takes into account the price of the seed, 
fertilisers, sprays and then the farm rent and the cost of the machinery that 
is used. It is a bad business; there have been some big losses with the 
beet crop.

Rising food prices

As a farmer, Richard is in a business he knows has to be worked at to make 
a viable living. He is also well aware of the wide-spread concern of 
shoppers, affected by the rising cost of food he thinks will get even higher.

I know, for example, people complain on television about increasing food 
prices but I feel that is going to continue. I know, from my own experience, 
that the price of wheat has doubled in the past year. Added to that will be 
the increasing price of vegetables, caused by all the bad weather we have 
had. Anyone growing vegetables on a commercial scale, such as cabbages 
and cauliflower, had nothing because of the prolonged, severe frosts, while 
potatoes, too, have been affected. There has been equally bad weather on 
the Continent, so farmers there are being hit, which makes it difficult and 
costly to import.

Of life and death

The approach of spring brings with it, of course, new life and it is no 
different at Upper Broombriggs. In addition to the one or two early lambs, 
making an appearance, the heifers have begun calving and it is a process 
that will continue through to summer. It began a week or so ago with four 
heifers having their first calf. Each heifer is in an individual pen and bedded 
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down on straw. Calving, though, comes not without risk and new life can 
sometimes end before it has hardly begun. On the farm, a calf from one of 
the heifers was still-born, despite the best of veterinary care. For Richard, it 
was a disappointment; it was the first one this year. Its mother, however, 
recovered. Bringing new calves into the world can be a demanding 
business. Once born, the priority is getting the calf to suckle in the first six 
hours, and that is not always easy, he says.

Those six hours are important, because it means it will receive the full 
benefit of the anti-bodies in its mother’s milk. If it can’t suckle, or stand, 
then the milk is introduced through a tube put down its throat and into the 
stomach. A new-born calf would probably need about three or four pints of 

this type of milk called, ‘first’ milk, and if it is unable to get it from its mother 
then I usually get some from a dairy farmer and store it in deep freeze, 
ready for use when needed. This is the very first milk, called colostrum, 
produced by a cow or a sheep (or any female mammal) and it is imperative 
the calf, or lamb, gets it into its system.

A trainee vet in the family

It is fast approaching one of the busiest seasons in the farming calendar. 
With calving just beginning, it will a soon be followed by the inevitable 
lambing season. Part of the team pitching in will be Shirley Reynolds and 
daughter, Nicky, whose help is invaluable. She is at university, studying to 
be a veterinary surgeon and is at present gaining work experience at a local 
veterinary practice. 
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Only hours old; this little one stays close to its 
mother.
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Nicky has always helped in the past and, of course, her extra knowledge 
and experience is of great help. I think she is bringing two friends along, as 
well, who are on the same course as her. Meanwhile, one task I have had 
to do is to vaccinate all the 560 ewes against eight different diseases, 
which affect sheep, so that when the lambs are born they will have that 
immunity. It all has to be recorded, of course, for the Department for the 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, (Defra) which is Shirley’s job. There 
is so much paperwork involved with almost everything you do on a farm, 
these days and there is a lot of monitoring to go with it. Just recently, I have 
had someone from the Health and Safety Executive to check on work 
practices and then an officer from the Environment Agency, to discuss the 
amount of fertiliser and manure I put on the land and to make sure I was 
not exceeding the set limits. This is to do with pollution control and the 
protection of water courses. Everything was fine and all were satisfied.

Fencing and muck-spreading

Farming is nothing, if not varied! There has been a programme of fencing 
and trimming-back, to protect livestock when they are moved onto land at 
Beaumanor Park. Richard knows it is a task that has to be done.

There has been quite a bit of growth to cut back and then fencing to put up, 
to keep the cattle and sheep out of the wood, for their safety. There is a lot 
of yew in there which is deadly poisonous to cattle, if they eat it. The ewes 
and the lambs will all go to Beaumanor because by summer all the grass-
land around the farm will be needed to make silage and hay. Meanwhile, I 
have to start fertilising all of the grass and arable land. Later, the grassland 
will be rolled ready for mowing later in the year.

It seems, there will soon be more than enough to keep the team at Upper 
Broombriggs occupied and there is one job, in particular, they are now 
tackling and which many of us will find hard not to notice. The heady aroma 
of muck spreading is in the air as acres of land are treated, ready for 
ploughing and then seed drilling.

Peter Crankshaw

Local History Group
At the meeting of the Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group 
on St. Valentine's Day (although, nobody proposed!), Mike Rawle gave an 
interesting talk about his grandmother, Mary Anne Rawle, ‘Granny’, who 
was very much connected with the suffragette movement.

In 1832 the First Great Reform Bill gave voting rights to males with buildings 
worth £10, or land holdings of £50 a year. The Second and Third Bills, of 
1867 and 1884, gave further voting rights to a total of five million males, but 
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it was in response to the desire of women to have the right to a vote, that 
the Women’s Social & Political Union was formed in 1866. It soon became 
popularly known as the Suffragettes, lasting until 1928. Mary Anne Rawle 
became one of the leaders, together with Emmeline and Christabel 
Pankhurst, who were mother and daughter. Over the years, many 
demonstrations were held; some peaceful, some not. The authorities (male 
of course) took a dim view of these and the three, together with many 
others, spent several terms in prisons, such as Holloway, in London. On 
some occasions, they went on hunger strike and were then force-fed in a 
most brutal manner, giving the authorities a very bad reputation, so the 
practice was stopped. Probably the most famous (or infamous) occasion 
was when a suffragette, Emily Wilding Davison, threw herself in front of the 
horse ‘Anmer’, owned by King George V, at the Epsom Derby Race 
meeting on 4th June, 1913. She died some days later in hospital. The 
suffragettes were to become rather violent, setting fire to public buildings, 
including a church in London. They also set fire to Blaby railway station, in 
Leicestershire. Public reaction to all this was furious.

Taking part in war work

The First World War was to put a stop to the movement, for a while, since 
Mrs. Pankhurst and her followers thought that patriotism was more 
important. They even became involved with recruitment for the army, while 
many others took part in manual war work. Because of this the Government 
began to appreciate the importance of women and on 10th January, 1918 
the right to vote was given to women over the age of 30. On 2nd July, 1928 
this right was extended to women over the age of 21. The suffragette 
movement was no longer needed. Just prior to this, on 14th June 1928, 
Emmeline Pankhurst died. One thousand supporters, including Granny 
Rawle, followed her cortège. It was not the end of campaigning, however, 
for Granny Rawle, as she stood for election at Grantham on 2nd November, 
1931 and was very much involved in local politics, with the council in 
Grantham, for many years.

Several photographs were shown, including an awful one of a suffragette 
being force fed that helped get the practice banned. Finally, we were shown 
an illustrated scroll presented to Mary Anne Rawle inscribed ‘For The 
Cause’ and signed by Emmeline Pankhurst.

Our next meeting will be on Monday, 11th April at 7.30pm when we will hear 
about 'The Story of the Music Hall’ from Felicity Austin. All are welcome. 
Enquiries to 01509-890788

Brian Axon, Chairman.
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Woodhouses Garden Club
On 17th February, members of the Woodhouses Garden Club were in for a 
treat. They welcomed back Peter Gamble with his slide-show, 'Charnwood 
Life'. Peter came with a lifetime of experience and enthusiasm for nature 
and his pedigree as a founder member of the Loughborough Naturalists' 
Club. He also brought with him a sample of his own collection of 30,000 
slides to share.

It was quite clear that a keen eye and his skill with the camera was just 
what were needed to raise the spirits on a cool, winter's evening. He 
enticed all to look at what was in the garden, as spring emerges and he 
concentrated on butterflies, birds and the flowers which will soon adorn the 
garden. His descriptions reminded those attending of the changes to the 
distribution of flora and fauna, which were being moulded both by global 
warming and the alteration in the landscape, with the increase in arable 
land. A series of beautiful photographs showed some of the 25 species of 
butterfly which might be seen, locally; from the famed red admiral to the wall 
butterfly, which settles on rocks and walls and is found in quarries. His 
series of photographs of butterflies was supplemented by a selection of the 
500 species of moths, from the elephant hawk moth to the mint moth. Some 
of these insects travel vast distances to be with us and are attracted by 
many plant species, rich in nectar. Marjoram, red valerian, hawthorn and 
sweet pea are among many which provide a good source. Buddleia nectar, 
however, can result in intoxication, leading to risk of falling prey to 
predators! Windfall fruit also provide a popular source of food.

Waxwings influx

On the topic of birdlife, mention was made of the large influx of waxwings 
seen this winter. They have been observed in supermarket car parks, 
stripping the berries from the rowan trees, planted to green up an area. 
Peter also talked of the widgeon, the bearded tit, and the siskin, among 
others, and made the observation that the wood pigeon appears to have 
become much tamer in recent years. He also reminded us of the threat to 
birds’ eggs from the grey squirrel.

A magnificent view of the rookery at Croxton Kerrial Church was, surely, a 
prize winner. Already with us, are winter aconites, snowdrops, celandine 
and sallow, to brighten our days. An interesting footnote included one 
consequence of using salt on our roads in the winter. Conversion to 
‘maritime conditions’ on roadsides has encouraged the growth of Danish 
scurvy grass! 
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So, thank you Peter, for encouraging us to stop, look, listen and enjoy the 
variety of life in our gardens and the countryside around us and for 
reminding us, also, of the pleasures of a walk through Watermead Country 
Park.

Vincent Riley

Leicestershire’s Natural Heritage and the economy
In 2010, Beacon Hill won a national Green Flag award for excellence as a 
green space, essential in the ‘Big Society’ for promoting health and well-
being but the number of dedicated staff is being cut, and through natural 
losses, one of the full-time rangers has already retired. The part-time 
livestock manager and another full-time ranger are to be made redundant 
later this year and on-site administrative support will be withdrawn. This will 
leave two rangers to manage and maintain the parks. The county council, 
themselves, admit the ‘current level of public events cannot be sustained’.

Beacon Hill is one of Leicestershire’s most well known sites for wildlife, 
geology and cultural heritage. These places need care and protection and 
the dedicated rangers who work here have not only maintained the natural 
heritage but developed a number of attractions, in keeping with their 
conservation work, to make this a fantastic destination.

Hidden carvings

The arboretum and wild flower meadow, near the lower car park, catalogue 
our native trees and flora. Trails and paths have been opened up for 
walkers, riders, runners and cyclists. The encroaching rhododendrons have 
been turned into a delightful labyrinth, with a fairy dell and hidden carvings 
amongst the bushes. A smaller maze and play area has been recently 
opened for younger children, so each new generation learns to appreciate 
our natural woodland. Visitors to the park are able to wander amongst long 
horn cattle and watch the other livestock, which all play a part in conserving 
the Beacon Hill landscape and were show-cased by Adam Henson in the 
BBC’s Countryfile programme, recently.

A Bronze Age fort

Beacon Hill Country Park is home to two Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 
one of native oak and birch woodland; the second is lowland heath, rare in 
this part of the country. Beacon Hill also features the site of a Bronze Age 
fort. The rangers also manage the neighbouring Broombriggs Farm, given 
to the people of Leicestershire for their enjoyment in 1970, and Windmill 

26 Roundabout  April 2011



Hill, which is topped by the remains of the old flour mill of Woodhouse 
Eaves.

Beacon Hill, Windmill Hill and Broombriggs are important places in our local 
heritage, but the country park and the events held there hold more than 
immediate economic value. It is important to the residents of Woodhouse 
and Woodhouse Eaves that Beacon Hill, together with Broombriggs and the 
events and services they provide, are fully maintained for all to enjoy. We 
hope public events, such as the popular National Forest Wood Fair, which 
attract visitors from across the county and the Midlands, will continue.

If you wish to find out more, or perhaps comment, go to the Green Spaces 
consultation www.leics.gov.uk/greenspaces  

or fill in the Country Parks Survey 
www.leics.gov.uk/index/environment/countryside/countryparks/snap_countr
y_parks_survey.htm 

(Both are run by Leicestershire County Council)

Kate Moore and Cathy Schou
Heritage Wardens, Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves
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Help on hand for Charnwood’s heath land
At their AGM on Wednesday 9th March in Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall, 
the Charnwood Group of the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust 
(LRWT) presented a cheque for £1,000 to Simon Bentley, the Trust’s 
director, to help with further heath land restoration work in the Charnwood 
area. The money was raised at various events held by the Charnwood 
group over the last year.

After the formal part of the meeting, the large audience was treated to an 
informative overview of the impressive amount of conservation and other 
work carried out by the LRWT during the year. Simon presented an 
illustrated talk about the latest developments, including those at our 
Ulverscroft and Charnwood Lodge reserves, where heath land restoration 
work is benefiting wildlife. At Rutland Water, large lagoons have been 
created to attract wildfowl and to secure water levels, to counter increasing 
abstraction by Anglian Water from the main reservoir. A number of hides 
have also been built, overlooking the lagoons, mainly by volunteers and a 
contingent of Caterpillar staff on team-building days at the reserve.

LRWT recently has also purchased a large wetland area of land at Syston, 
increasing our land ownership and management throughout the Soar 
Valley; of a very important wildlife corridor. Work at Cossington Meadows, a 
large LRWT reserve in the Soar Valley, is now complete, with a number of 
new shallow scrapes and ponds created.

Exciting wildlife

The reserve has attracted some exciting wildlife over the winter months, 
including the rare bittern and bearded tits. This reserve is becoming a 
superb habitat and well worth a visit. The Charnwood Group is holding a 
Family Wildlife Day, concentrating on ‘Cossington's Secret Nature', on 
Sunday, 3rd July.

Simon was also happy to say that the Woodhouse Eaves Wildlife Watch 
group,(the junior branch of the Trust) is going strong and meet in the 
annexe, behind the Village Hall, once a month. They have a strong team of 
leaders and helpers, but always welcome anyone else who would like to 
join in, or help in any way. 

Steve Woodward, a local naturalist and conservation volunteer with LRWT, 
then presented a beautifully illustrated talk about 'Charnwood Forest 
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through the Macro Lens'. Steve gave us a toad's eye view of 'forests' of 
mosses, liverworts and lichens and described many types of invertebrates 
that live in our heath land and woods; even on walls and gravestones. Next 
time we are out walking, I am sure we will take much more notice of these; 
the tiny forms of life that we often overlook, so maybe take a magnifying 
glass, rather than binoculars?

Our next meeting is on Wednesday, 13th April, when Graham Finch will tell 
us all about moths and the enthusiasts who study them. If you would like to 
join the group, or attend any of our meetings, contact Pam Darby (01509) 
412 589, John Spencer 0116 236 4279, or Maggie Morland (01509) 412 
445 or go to http://lrwt.org.uk for details of our events and membership. 

Maggie Morland

Garden Matters for April
Time to treat the lawn after the winter. Spread a good spring fertilizer to 
boost growth and kill any weeds. Any bare patches should be raked over, 
grass seed added and covered with soil.

1. Make sure you have bought your seed potatoes ready for setting. Try 
to make sure, before setting, that they have shoots, or chits showing – 
they will grow so much the quicker.

2. Make sure your digging or forking is now finished and ready for 
planting. Time to sow broad beans, peas, lettuce and early radish.

3. Check your roses. Give them a good rose fertilizer and they should 
have been cut back to a bud.

4. The greenhouse should be filling up with budding plants, either grown 
from seed, or small plants bought in.

5. Make sure your mower is clean. Put in new oil, check spark plugs and 
sharpen blades. It is now time to cut the lawn once a week.

The Garden Club meets monthly, from September to May. See ‘What’s on’ 
for details of the next meeting.

Neil Roberts

Roundabout  April 2011 29

http://lrwt.org.uk/


The last word

It’s an ill wind…

At the height of the gale, the 
harbourmaster radioed a 
coastguard on the spot and asked 
him to estimate the wind speed. He 
replied that he was sorry, but he 
didn't have a gauge. However, if it 
was of any help, the wind had just 
blown his Land Rover off the cliff. 
– Aberdeen Evening Express, 8th 
Aug 2010 

Best foot forward?

A man ended up with his head 
stuck in a thorn bush after an 
unsuccessful attempt to tie his 
shoe laces. The 41 year old rolled 
down a 20 feet embankment and 
shouted for help for 15 minutes 
before calling the emergency 
services. Fire crews freed his head 
from the bush. – The Sunday 
Times, 30th January 2011

Put on the back burner?

A Dutch veterinarian was fined 600 
guilders (about $240) for causing a 
fire that destroyed a farm in 
Lichten Vourde, the Netherlands. 
The vet had been trying to 
convince a farmer that his cow was 
passing flatulent gas; to 
demonstrate, the vet ignited the 
gas, but the cow became a "four-
legged flame-thrower" and ran 
wild, setting fire to bales of hay. 

Damage to the farm was assessed

at $80,000. The cow was 
unharmed. -- Associated Press

Gob-smacked!

Rita Johns from Bramley, Surrey, 
is clearly alarmed at us adopting 
too much of a Continental 
approach in our greetings. In a 
letter to the Daily Telegraph, last 
month, she asks: ‘When exactly 
did we import the now almost 
obligatory European-style double 
or even treble kiss? British social 
kissing, when it occurred 
previously, was limited to the one-
cheek variety. Now, I am invariably 
dragged back for kisses three and 
four when attempting to withdraw 
after number one.

The Lord helps those….

Major Andrew Diaper-Clausen, the 
officer in charge of the Salvation 
Army’s Bath Citadel, had his laptop 
stolen after being away from his 
desk for just ten minutes. He had 
been preparing a sermon on the 
eighth commandment – thou shalt 
not steal. – Bath Chronicle, 3rd 
March 2011 

Colour blind?

On a recent Loughborough market 
day a trader was delighting 
customers with an account of a 
lady he had served earlier. While 
looking at black socks she had 
enquired “do you have anything 
darker?” – reported by a parish 
resident.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in 
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We accept advertisements 
from charities and/or other fund-raising organisations. We can also write up 
people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. Most articles 
are under 600 words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, 
using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, 
although we accept hand-written 
items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome; digital if you 
have them, otherwise prints.

Adverts: brief notification of events in 
the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free, but 
requests for further publicity, even 
for charities, will normally incur a 
charge per issue of £8.50 for a 
quarter page or £17.00 for a half 
page. Full-page advertisements are 
not normally accepted, but this is 
negotiable. Contact the advertising 
managers, Amanda and Andrew 
Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via 
the methods listed at the bottom of 
the page.

What’s on: contact Eric Allsop on (01509) 890 054, or Roundabout at the 
address below.

Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout by:

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG.
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What’s on in April

Sat 2nd One-day course, ‘Dry stone walling’. 
Pre-booking essential, contact 0116 
305 8790

Beacon Hill 
Country Park. 
Cost: £50 plus 
car 

Mon 4th Noon
(dead 
line)

Applications close for parish 
councillors (see p.5) Forms from PC 
Clerk or Charnwood Council.

Mon 4th 7.00 Parish council meeting. All welcome Village Hall

Tue 5th 2.30 Evergreen Club. Also Tues. 19th Apr Village Hall

Wed 6th 7.30 Hank Wangford country music concert. 
Centre Stage Production.

Village Hall

Fri 8th 7.30 ‘Pure Meatloaf’ sound-alike with pea 
and pie supper (over 18’s only). 
Contact (01509) 891700

Welbeck 
College £10

Sat 10th Help the rangers with conservation 
tasks. Old clothes, stout boots. Tea 
and coffee. 0116 305 8790 to confirm 
details.

Meet Upper 
Beacon car 
park. Subject 
to change

Mon 11th 7.30 Local History Group. ‘The story of the 
Music Hall’, Felicity Austin 

Methodist 
Chapel

Wed 13th 7.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, 
‘Moth-ers, mothing and moths’. 
Graham, Finch. Includes 
refreshments.

Village Hall 
£2.00 
(members 
£1.50)

Sat 16th 7.30 Comedy night Village Hall. 
Door tickets 

Wed 20th 7.30 WI ‘Wicked women’ Graham 
Sutherland – a Limerick for WI 

Village Hall

Thu 21st 7.30 Garden Club. Bulbs throughout the 
year. Richard Yates

Village Hall

Wed 27th 7.30 Opera night St.Mary’s 
Church £8.00 
from wardens

Looking ahead to May: Friday, 6th Charity supper with wine in aid of the three 
counties Air Ambulance. Tickets £25 Marsha Blissett (01509) 891 078/Mary 
Hudson (01509) 890 706

Friday 13th 7.00 wine tasting and light supper. Tickets £10 Janice Slater (01509) 
890 105. Both events at the Woodhouse Community Centre.


