


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Peter Crankshaw, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, 
Rosemary May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.

Content editor for this issue: Peter Crankshaw

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
This April edition reflects a whole range of local topics and issues important 
to many of us. Concerns are again raised over the nature and scale of the 
Forest Rock housing development, following a new planning application; a 
single bat in the meantime brought early work to a standstill; millionaire 
winner Mick Bell, whose parents live in Woodhouse Eaves, talks us through 
the emotional shock of hitting the big time; with some Victoria Road 
residents already making plans to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee we ask 
how many others have similar projects in the making? We would love to 
hear from you! Local ornithologist Dave Foley, describes the lifestyle of our 
garden birds in spring and he illustrates with captivating photography; 
Woodhouse is to be asked about the idea of some parish council meetings 
being held in the Community Hall; there is news of a novel venture on Main 
Street with the opening of a shop specialising in indoor and outdoor pot 
plants - and just look at the tiny faces of happiness as Loughborough Fire 
Service pop in to the local nursery to say hello – with their fire engine of 
course!

Peter Crankshaw

Parish council news
Snow and salt
A resident asked the council if it could remind everyone of their legal 
responsibility to clear snow from their property and if this could be 
mentioned in Roundabout. It had been noted in the February 2011 
Roundabout (page 5) but will be repeated next winter.  The Occupier’s  
Liability Act of 1957, places a duty on everyone to keep access to their 
property as safe as possible. Government and some insurance companies 
provide guidance on how to do this and a link is on the parish council 
website home page. The absence of a snow warden for Woodhouse Eaves, 
which is the only way that pavements can be cleared, was also noted. The 
route has to be approved by the highways officers and only covers areas 
where there are public buildings, such as shops, Post Office (who kindly 
cleared their own frontage), surgery and village hall.

More salt bins have been requested.  The parish pays £200 each for them 
and once highways officers approve their locations, arrange to have them 
filled.  A new one should arrive for Rawlins Close before the next snow falls; 
another has been requested for Charnwood Rise, but it is not yet known if 
this will be approved.
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New children’s tables
The village hall Annexe is often booked for children’s parties, so the council 
has bought some low level tables for children to use – there are already 
some small chairs for little people.  Together with the new décor, this should 
make the building more popular with parents of young children.

Village hall extension
Scouts and council are now hard at work making grant applications.  We 
now have architects’ plans, costings, drawings, and a lot of information on 
organisations that are able to make grants.  The’ kitty’ is already 
considerable, thanks to all the efforts of the scout group, but still short of the 
total needed.  The Annual Parish Meeting (see below) will be an ideal 
opportunity to inspect the plans, so please drop in and take a look.  Your 
comments will be much appreciated. Your help will also be very welcome 
when the time comes to start the work.

Annual Parish Meeting 2012
At this meeting, anyone can raise any issue for the council to consider.  We 
have to have an annual parish meeting by law.  Some councils are less 
forthcoming, and their residents perhaps less able to have their issues 
discussed.  However, because your council is open and responsive, the 
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formal part is short and the event is an opportunity to show details of what 
has been achieved and how the money has been spent over the past year, 
with the additional help of an exhibition. There is an opportunity as well to 
chat, informally, with your councillors.  Any group that has used the council’s 
facilities is also invited to provide a display – and we provide some light 
refreshments.  Do try to come along.

Next meetings – April is a busy month
The council’s normal, monthly meeting is on Monday, 2nd April at 7 pm
Finance Committee is on Thursday, 12th April at 4 pm
Annual Parish Meeting and exhibition is on Tuesday, 17th April at 7.30pm.
The regular council meeting in May is a week later on Monday, 14th, 
because of the May Day Bank Holiday
The June regular council meeting is a week later on Monday, 11th June, 
because of the Queen’s Jubilee Bank Holiday.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council. 
For Parish Council information, including meeting dates and minutes, see 
    http://woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/

News in brief
Parish council objects to new Forest Rock housing plans. 
Woodhouse Parish Council has formally objected to late amendments to the 
agreed Forest Rock housing development plan. A special meeting of the 
council on Friday, 9th March, discussed the latest developments and was 
an opportunity for residents to voice their concerns about the more than 100 
amendments and alterations submitted by Barwood Homes Limited. They 
include the adding of a second storey to two plots and amending the height 
of the eaves to others. There were concerns at the meeting about the lack 
of detail in the latest submissions and of the likelihood of increased traffic if 
additional internal rooms are created for more people. It was argued the 
new application if approved could dominate further the character of the 
conservation area. The parish council’s objection has now been formally 
lodged with Charnwood Borough Council Planning Committee.
The following article was written before news of the fresh planning proposals. Ed.

Single bat beats the bulldozers
It seems that a solitary bat was responsible for holding up work on the multi 
million pounds housing development during February and early March. 
Bats, an endangered species, are active around the Forest Rock site and 
detectors had recorded one in the roof of the shell of what was left of the 
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former Chinese restaurant. It is thought it may have come from a nearby 
roost on Meadow Road and taken up residence in the restaurant building, 
as a temporary measure. That was enough to halt its demolition.  Strict 
conservation laws demand that bats are not unnecessarily disturbed and 
can be dealt with only by a licensed ecologist. An application by the 
developers to English Nature for a licence to remove the bat called for a 
method statement detailing the whole procedure. The developers, Barwood 
Homes Limited, say bat roosts – tiny openings in the brick work - are to be 
built into the planned 11 new homes on the site. 

The bat presence is just one of a number of considerations that are taken 
into account on the site. Strict planning requirements demand the approval 
of plans for drainage and sewerage systems, while others called for an on-
site investigation of the ground for possible soil contamination, which was 
why boreholes were sunk. Some tarmac material containing oil deposits 
used originally to elevate the site were then found and subsequently 
removed. 
Work so far has included digging out and removing five underground, empty 
fuel tanks - some of them three-and-a-half metres deep – and which had 
been filled with expanded foam to make them safe. Suitable old stone has 
been crushed and will be reused in the foundations.
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Managing Director of Barwood Homes 
Limited, Jamie Gibbins, says all 
materials which will be used for house 
building have been designed to blend 
in with the conservation area.
Addressing concerns about additional 
traffic once the development is 
completed, Mr. Gibbins maintains it will 
be ‘negligible’(he thinks less than one 
eighth), compared to traffic generated 
when the former restaurant and 
commercial garage and private 
garages were operating. Arrangements have been made for parking spaces 
to be made available for contractors’ vehicles on the car park of Gino’s 
Restaurant to reduce the effects of on-road parking.
It is said working hours will be restricted each day from 7.30am to 5.00pm, 
with no machinery used at weekends.
It is thought the first of the houses will be occupied in September and the 
entire development completed by February next year.

Peter Crankshaw

Parish Council meetings in Woodhouse?
How keen are Woodhouse residents to see the occasional parish council 
meeting held in their Community Hall? The question was posed at a recent 
meeting and has the backing of parish council Chairman Mark Woodland. It 
is hoped one or more parish council meetings in Woodhouse would benefit 
those residents without transport and who are unable to travel to Woodhouse 
Eaves. All depends on how popular the idea of the occasional meeting 
would be. Anyone interested is asked to get in touch with Ann Irving, the 
Clerk to the Parish Council. clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

Ed.
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Village Achievement Awards - a chance to shine?
Have we something to shout about, something to put Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves on the map? The Rural Community Council (RCC) is 
posing this same question to communities throughout Leicestershire, 
including ours. 

The 2012 Village Achievement Awards is an opportunity to show off our two 
communities at their very best and a chance to scoop the £250 cash prize 
on offer for each of the three listed categories. There is also an opportunity 
to enter the Lord Lieutenant’s Diamond Jubilee Awards for village projects 
at the same time. Earlier years saw the parish council entries for the Best 
Village Awards, similar to the present competition, climb from third to 
second and then to first place, in 2006.

Projects must not have been entered in any previous RCC competition and 
must have taken place within the last three years. The three categories are 
‘Community’, ‘Cleaner and Greener’ and ‘Community Halls’. The community 
category can include projects undertaken by all ages and showing a variety 
of events and club activities; a Diamond Jubilee celebration for instance, 
may be a project resulting from a Parish Plan, or perhaps individual village 
ventures, such as a scarecrow festival. The Cleaner and Greener category 
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is looking for initiatives demonstrating the protection and improvement of 
the environment, or tackling climate change. The third category is to 
discover the very best in how village halls are used and run.
A village can enter all three categories and is open to individual residents as 
well, although the parish council must be notified in advance. In addition to 
writing in about a project, there will be a visit from the judges, including a 
tour of the village. 
Entries to RCC 133, Loughborough Road Leicester, LE4 5LQ or to 
competitions@ruralcc.org.uk 
The closing date is 20th April, with the judging in June – so there is not a lot 
of time!

Ann Irving
Celebrating the community spirit
Preparations are already under way 
for a Diamond Jubilee celebration by 
residents of at least one road in 
Woodhouse Eaves. Many living 
along Victoria Road are eager to 
prove how friendly the 
neighbourhood can be on that Royal 
occasion in June. There are plans 
for tables to be dotted along 
driveways and any other open 
space, together with red white and 
blue bunting, and there could be an application for a road closure order.

Leading a small group of organisers is Nina de Salis Young, who hopes 
other streets and roads will take up the idea. The idea of a street party 
started with some people passing the time of day as they met on the off-
chance. Now there is an organising ‘committee’ to bring plans to fruition.

‘The street party will be on the Bank Holiday Monday between 2.00pm and 
5.00pm and we hope people will dress in 1950’s fashion and join in 1950’s 
style games. There will be things like an egg and spoon race and a sack 
race. We will be using every available flat piece of ground we can find. We 
want to include everybody along Victoria Road. This is, importantly, a 
community event as well as celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. It is 
a lovely way to get to know people, with everyone celebrating as 
neighbours,’ says Nina, who says a leaflet drop through every letter box 
along the road, is being planned. She also hopes people will mark the 
Jubilee by making a point, this year, of featuring red, white and blue blooms 
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for the open gardens event, which is the same weekend. Actively engaged 
in the preparations along with Nina are, Sue and Laura Cooke, Hilary 
Ayling, Kay Young, Suzanne Barlow, Sue Pavord and Julie Barden.

Peter Crankshaw
Roundabout plans to produce additional coverage to mark the occasion and in the run 
up is keen to hear of any other planned celebrations. Perhaps readers have 
recollections of the two other Royal jubilees? Please let us know, as soon as you can.  
Photographs would also be welcome. Ed.

‘Blues and twos’ bring excitement to the lesson
It was probably the next best thing to 
Thomas the Tank Engine when the big, 
red, shiny fire engine turned up recently 
for the little ones at the Woodhouse Day 
Nursery on Church Hill, Woodhouse 
Eaves.
Staff at our nursery had been teaching the 
children the importance of jobs within the 
community, such as policemen and 
firemen and the work they do to keep us 
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all safe. The best part of the lesson, of course, was that visit from 
Loughborough fire station, not only to meet the firemen but to be allowed to 
have a go at shooting water from the hose while the crew demonstrated the 
flashing blue lights and the rather noisy sirens! 

Kimberley Watson, Deputy manager
More tales from the surgery!
The often hilarious recollections of former doctors’ surgeries in Woodhouse 
Eaves  (see March Roundabout page 18) has prompted one of our readers 
to add her own recollections and pointing out one surgery escaped a 
mention. Mrs. Jackie Checkland remembers the doctor’s surgery being 
located in her own home when she was a child. She was then Jackie 
Button, the daughter of the village blacksmith and lived, appropriately, in 
Forge Cottage, on Main Street, opposite ‘Ye Olde Bull’s Head’.

She writes: ‘Somewhere between later 1947 and 1951, Doctor Thorpe, who 
lived in Woodhouse, used to hold his surgery in the front room of our home 
and people would just wander in and sit down. He stored all his sterilizing 
equipment in the house as well. He was a lovely man and used to wear a 
long dark coat and black trilby hat. I was a very sickly little girl having had 
whooping cough, pneumonia and bronchitis – all at the same time! Dr. 
Thorpe used to come in the evenings, after his rounds, to check on my 
health and to give me streptomycin injections. Needless to say I used to cry 
but I was a very lucky little girl because he would give me a sixpence as a 
treat! I was later told that he emigrated to Canada.’

She adds an amusing footnote. It would seem that it was some while before 
everyone was aware of his departure. For some considerable time after he had 
gone, patients would still wander into Forge Cottage and sit down. The house 
was bought by Mrs. Sentence, who told Jackie Checkland’s mother, how she 
would be sometimes playing the piano in her front room and then become 
suddenly aware of people sitting on her settee… waiting for the doctor!

Ed.
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Scratching a (millionaire’s) living
‘To be honest it made me ill that first weekend, and for a whole week 
afterwards I couldn’t sleep.’

So that is what it feels like to be told you have won a million pounds. 
Former Woodhouse Eaves resident Mick Bell, whose parents live on Birdhill 
Road, picked the winning scratch card when he called into the village Spar 
shop. The shock hit his system, hard. Even now, he says, he still can’t quite 
believe it and has to pinch himself.

‘In a strange way, the hardest thing to come to terms with is the money; 
knowing I need never worry again about finances is in itself hard to 
reconcile.’

Mick did not have a choice about keeping quiet about his huge win. Many 
people were in the shop at the time and overheard a stunned Mick Bell 
being told he was, indeed, a millionaire; the good news spread like wildfire. 
When he told organisers, Camelot, that others knew, they suggested he had 
no choice about remaining anonymous since it was now in the public 
domain; better for people to know the facts rather than allow rumour about 
the size of the win to take hold, otherwise the win would almost certainly 
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grow even larger in the telling. 
Being a millionaire brought with it 
its own demands. Asked when he 
would be available to meet the 
press, Mick suggested the 
following Wednesday but the 
organisers wanted sooner.   ‘I told 
them I had a small roofing job to 
complete first which I insisted on 
doing.’

Before meeting the media, the people from Camelot paid him an early visit. 
‘They were in my flat with a laptop and told me there would be no cheque. It 
was all done by computer and the next thing I knew, the money was in the 
bank. I asked to keep the winning lottery ticket as a souvenir but they 
insisted on holding on to it – a shame, really. I would love to have framed it!’ 

News of his win of course attracted attention and aroused curiosity. ‘I was 
very self conscious at first, but I am used to it now. After my win hit the 
papers I had complete strangers coming up to me and shaking me by the 
hand. When it first happened, I asked why and one said “because it’s you”. 
I told him I have always been me! A lady passed me in a street in 
Loughborough with two children in tow and I heard her whisper to them in 
passing, “that’s the millionaire”. I now know how celebrities must feel; it is 
still so surreal.’

Of one thing Mick Bell is certain. He will carry on working. Many of his 
customers who heard of the win waited for him to sort things out rather than 
go elsewhere. Depending on circumstances, Mick may expand the roofing 
business but that will take time and planning, and in the meantime he will 
continue work as a roofer.

‘All my friends go to work and I could not just sit around on my own doing 
nothing. One thing I do know; this win has not changed me as a person. It 
has changed my life, but not me.’

Since his win, he has bought a house in Quorn and another in 
Loughborough to rent as an investment. His luxuries?  He has invested in 
the car of his dreams. Being an avid James Bond buff it just had to be … an 
Aston Martin db9.

Peter Crankshaw
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Garden Planters in Woodhouse Eaves
This spring will bring an extra splash of colour to Main Street when a new 
business opens up in Woodhouse Eaves. Garden Planters, to be run by Jo 
Poultney from Woodhouse Eaves and Carmel Adams from Rothley will be, 
as Jo explained, ‘a florist’s with a twist’ by selling as its mainstay product, 
outdoor and indoor garden planters (i.e. pots, tubs and other containers), for 
people to fill themselves or to buy ready filled, as well as offering garden 
ornaments, bird baths, garden related gifts and fresh flowers.

Jo and Carmel describe themselves as 
‘keen gardeners with artistic leanings’, 
who regard their own gardens as outdoor 
rooms, delightful extensions of their 
homes. Thanks to encouragement from 
her neighbour Betty Mills, Jo was 
persuaded to share her garden with other 
people by entering the annual 
Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens event 
in 2008; anyone who has visited it will be 
able to vouch for the ‘gardens as 
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extensions of home’ philosophy. Carmel, who finds nurturing a garden 
relaxing and therapeutic, would love to open hers but sadly Rothley does 
not host open gardens events.

An opportunity to branch out
Neither woman has a specific background in horticulture, though in 2004 Jo 
gained the Royal Horticultural Society’s general certificate in horticulture 
through evening classes at Brooksby College; she asserts that Carmel’s 
ability to plan a balanced garden in instinctive. Both have more academic 
backgrounds and used to work for local government in areas involving 
young people; Jo for the National Youth Agency in Leicester (involving lots 
of writing and research) and Carmel for the Birkbeck College’s Institute for 
the Study of Children, Families and Social Issues (involving face-to-face 
research). Coincidentally, both were made redundant in 2011. However, far 
from seeing this as a threat, they regarded it as an opportunity to extend the 
creative aspects of their online Garden Planters Shop, which lends its web 
domain name to the Woodhouse Eaves venture, into the community.

To begin with, Jo and Carmel did their market research by hiring a stall in 
Loughborough Market place from October to December last year. When 
they heard that Gifted in Main Street was to close, they identified a potential 
local opening. It will mean quite a change to the shop frontage. To signal a 
strong visual presence, the canopy will be removed to open up the window 
display and colourful planters will appear in front of the shop. In addition, 
the pair hope that the advice on gardening, planters and planting that they 
can offer their customers will help Garden Planters to become a valued part 
of the Woodhouse Eaves community.

Evelyn Brown

Birds of a feather
Winter is virtually over and spring now very much with us, as demonstrated 
by our garden birds and their behaviour.  The majority of species likely to be 
seen at this time of year are preparing for the breeding season by 
prospecting for nest-sites and setting up their territories. There is, though, 
still the chance of a sudden cold snap so it is 
important to continue feeding birds which have 
been coming to your feeders, since they need 
to continue to build up their condition for the 
breeding season. It is also very important to 
provide fresh water in some form of container 
because birds need to keep their plumage in 
top condition at this time of the year.  
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Fewer birds this year?
Some people I have met in the village have remarked on the fewer number 
of birds seen recently in their garden but this, in all likelihood, is down to the 
very mild weather we have been experiencing and therefore more natural 
food available in the countryside.  The secret of attracting a greater variety 
of species in the garden is to provide a varied range of foods for both seed-
eaters and insect-eaters.  For instance, I have in my garden peanuts, black 
sunflower seeds, sunflower hearts, 
nyjer seed, mixed seed, fat balls and 
suet cakes, but maybe that is going a 
little ‘over  the top’!  Be that as it may, I 
have had a very good year for birds 
visiting the garden with a grand total of 
47 species appearing since last 
October, even if some only very briefly. 
Being a keen photographer I used the 
opportunity to take some fairly good 
shots, some of which are included here. 

Among the highlights of my garden visitors have been good numbers (up to 
16) of Redpoll, up to nine Yellowhammers, both male and female Sparrow 
hawks; the highlight for me was a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, for a time, 

while the weather was bad.   I also take 
part in the British Trust for Ornithology 
Garden Bird Survey, in which you note 
the maximum number of each species 
present at any one time, and this enables 
the ornithologists to work out trends in 
population growth or decline, and to 
monitor the expansion, or contraction, of 
the range of various species. 
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Leave well alone, please!
Finally, if you are lucky enough to have birds nesting in your garden and 
find a small chick (feathered or partially feathered) on the ground please 
leave it alone; the parent birds are probably in the close vicinity and will 
feed the chick themselves. Obviously if the chick is in danger of predation 
then try and put it somewhere safe, but in the near vicinity where the 
parents will be able to find it. 

Dave Foley

Community Welcome at Maplewell Hall School
In our July/August edition last year we featured the development of a 
museum at Maplewell Hall School. The facility grows apace thanks in 
particular to the collecting enthusiasm of history teacher Darren Harris and 
his ability to beg, borrow or buy interesting material. Talking to pupils, it is 
clear that they enjoy the opportunities that an expanding collection of 
artefacts offers.

Local residents will have an opportunity to see for themselves at an Open 
Day scheduled for Wednesday, 9th May. The morning will be devoted to 
local schools with whom Maplewell Hall  enjoy community links but the 
afternoon, from 1.30pm until 3.00pm, is open to anyone from the local 
community who is interested in paying a visit. In order that they can plan in 
advance please contact the school office tel. (01509) 890237 and an 
invitation will be issued. Currently, the museum exhibits relate to World 
Wars One and Two though they will change throughout the year to illustrate 
different aspects of the teaching of history. A particularly unusual exhibit is 
the uniform, plus other belongings and career 
details, of an Australian officer working for 
military intelligence who was parachuted 
behind enemy lines and helped to free Indian 
prisoners of war in Malaya, before being 
present when the Japanese surrendered. All 
this was acquired on-line and has been the 
focus of subsequent contact with a military 
intelligence museum in Australia.

In order that the school museum can continue 
to diversify and develop they are launching an 
“Adopt an Artefact” scheme to encourage 
visitors or friends of the school to make a small 
donation for future purchases. Details of how 
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this will operate will be available to those who attend on 9th May. In 
addition, Jacqui Tarry who has a responsibility for community contact at the 
school, would be pleased to welcome any local volunteers who would be 
prepared to offer regular help, under appropriate supervision, in areas such 
as hearing students read (there are special 45 minute morning sessions, 
from Monday to Thursday) or helping with gardening or construction 
activities.

Tony Lenney

Local History Group
‘Musical bells’
The Members of the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History 
Group were treated to a splendid talk by Mel Gould on Monday, 12th March 
about the Loughborough Carillon.  Although not correct, Mel admitted he 
always called it ‘the Carillion’.
The idea of a memorial to the 478 
Loughborough soldiers who died in the Great 
War was first discussed in 1918, when a 
committee was formed to discuss suggestions. 
They wanted to erect a tower, whereas the local 
ex-servicemen wanted houses to be built where 
they could live. The committee then limited the 
options to whether it should be a tower, a health 
centre or a statue, and local residents were 
asked to vote. Out of 20,000 residents only 
about 700 replies were received’, with the tower 
winning by a margin of 20 votes! The estimated 
cost was £16,000 to £18,000, without the bells, 
and the contract awarded to Wm. Moss Builders. 
There were to be 47 bells made by Taylor’s Bell Foundry at a cost of 
£7,000.  Taylor’s generously donated £2,000 themselves, and a scheme 
called ‘buy-a-bell’ was introduced to raise the rest.
The keyboard was known as a clavier, and the first player of the carillon 
was Eric Jordon, the organist at Wymeswold church.  As he strikes the 
‘keys’, a cable connects to the hammers which then strike the various bells. 
The bells themselves do not move.
The Carillon was officially opened by Field Marshal William Robinson on 
23rd July, 1923, watched by a crowd of thousands, including Dame Nellie 
Melba who was so impressed that she wanted to have one erected in her 
home country of Australia.
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Mel told us that the Carillon is to open to the public shortly for the next 
season and that there is a museum on the ground floor with many artefacts 
on show.  It is also possible to climb to the top of the tower and see how 
each of the bells is hung. Mel also gave us some interesting extra facts 
about the First World War, with several ‘souvenirs’ and also mentioned 
‘Songster’, the warhorse buried in Woodhouse Eaves and featured recently 
in the ‘Loughborough Echo’.  

Our next meeting is on Monday, 16th April when Trevor Parr will give us an 
insight about ‘An Apothecary in the1600’s’.  One hopes he does not ask for 
any ‘volunteers’!  All are welcome, if you dare!

Brian Axon

Neighbourhood Watch
There has been an increase in crime recently throughout the area, 
principally involving burglary where the car has also been stolen.
Between the 3rd and 4th of February property under construction on Nanhill 
Drive was broken into and a male suspect arrested after being detained.
Between the 4th and 5th of February a house on Maplewell Road was 
broken into while the occupants were away. Property was taken together 
with the occupants’ car. The car and some of the stolen items have since 
been recovered.
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Between the 7th and 8th of February a car parked on Maplewell Road had 
both number plates removed overnight.
On the 12th of February a mobile phone was stolen from someone 
attending a function on Maplewell Road.
If anyone has any information about crime in the area please telephone the 
police on 0116 222 2222. You can leave a message for us PC 1969 Matt 
Orton or PCSO 6524 Chris Kendall by telephoning 101 or the above 
number and, when prompted, type in our collar numbers.

The break-ins and vehicle thefts are a reminder to us all to use a garage to 
lock away your car, where ever possible. Put the car keys somewhere safe 
and out of sight and please remember to secure all windows and doors.

Pc Matt Orton

Woodhouses Garden Club
The Garden in autumn, winter and spring
At a well attended February meeting of the Woodhouses Garden Club, we 
were treated to a cheery talk by Hazel Kaye. She reminded us that the 
garden has a tremendous amount to offer, even in the darker months of the 
year. Indeed, the only times that can present difficulty in terms of continuous 
bloom are actually May and August. Her words were illustrated with 
beautiful photographs and she passed on a wealth of advice about plant 
varieties that are both colourful and well suited to our villages. Perhaps one 
of the simplest tips was to keep a diary of when particular flowers are at 
their best. This can be used to plan displays and liven up dull areas of the 
garden during barren months.

The meeting was preceded by the annual general meeting, at which Diane 
and Eric Allsop stood down from the committee after many years of 
dedicated service. On behalf of all our members I would like to thank them 
both for their efforts and hope that they will relax and enjoy the wonderful 
range of speakers and events that are planned for 2012.

Andrew Garland

Garden Matters for April
• Time to look after the lawn now the grass is growing faster. Cut at 

regular intervals but not too low. Cutting too low will only let in the 
weeds and handicap the grass from growing stronger. It is also time to 
add a fertilizer.

Roundabout  April 2012 23



• If you have compost from last year, time to start again. Old compost 
kept over winter will become problematic, so use it to fill patches in 
lawns etc.

• This is the month to get outside now that plants are growing. Check all 
the seeds you have bought and start sowing when conditions are 
suitable. Be ready for frosts this month.

• This year could be very difficult unless we get a lot of rain. Make sure 
you have plenty of spare water and collect from roofs. If it continues 
dry, you will need plenty of compost to keep any moisture in the soil.

• Try something new in the vegetable garden - growing peppers to add 
to your salads, for example. There are also the new tomatoes in tubs 
or hanging baskets to try.

• When taking cuttings, make sure your cutter is clean and dipped in a 
disinfectant to kill any disease. Also make sure hands are clean and 
compost bags are closed after use.

The Garden Club meets monthly from February to November. See ‘What’s 
on’ for details of the next meeting.

Neil Roberts
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The last word
Not ‘a-pealing’
A church bell more than 400 years 
old and weighing half a ton was 
silenced – by a squirrel. The group 
of ringers turned up at St. Mary the 
Virgin Church in Bedford for their 
normal Sunday morning service 
only to find that one of the bell 
ropes had been gnawed right 
through. Then one of the group 
spotted the squirrel but no one 
could catch the furry vandal which 
gave them the run around. The end 
result was a pest control team being 
called in the following day but the 
traditional sound of Sunday church 
bells was silenced for a while until 
new ropes could be fitted. – 
Bedfordshire on Sunday, 12th 
February 2012 

That certain feeling!
Anyone considering an expensive 
purchase might do well to drink a 
bottle of water first, scientists have 
concluded after finding that people 
with full bladders make wiser 
decisions. The brain’s self-control 
mechanism provides restraint in all 
areas at once, they have found. – 
Daily Telegraph, 2nd March 2011 

Foot and mouth
Employed by the personnel 
department of a large American 
corporation, her job was to train

employees in proper dress codes 
and etiquette. One day, as she was 
stepping into a lift, a man casually 
dressed in jeans and golf shirt got in 
with her. Thinking of her 
responsibilities, she scolded, 
‘Dressed a little casually today, 
aren’t we?’ The man replied, ‘That’s 
one of the benefits of owning the 
company’. – Associated Press

A new sign welcoming drivers to 
Chadderton, Greater Manchester, 
was installed the wrong way round 
to people’s amazement, including 
that of Andrew Robinson who took 
the picture (above). ‘I couldn’t 
believe it when I saw two workmen 
packing up after replacing the sign 
with a new one, upside down. I took 
some photographs the next day 
because I thought I had either 
dreamt it or could not have seen it 
properly. How hard is it to put up a 
sign?’ – Manchester Evening News,  
19th October 2011.

26 Roundabout  April 2012



Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses 
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write 
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800 
words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although 
we accept hand-written items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we 
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are 
not obliged to include all items submitted.

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising 
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the 
methods listed at the bottom of the page.

Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout by:

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG
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What’s on in April
April

Mon 2nd 7.00 Parish council meeting. All welcome Village Hall
Wed 4th 09.45 – 

12.00 
Horse riding ages 5-16 Booking 
essential (01509) 634561  

Riding School, 
Dean’s Lane.

Thu 5th 10.00 – 
12.00

Den building 5 + Booking essential 
(01509) 634561

Beacon Hill 
Upper car park

Sun 8th 2.00 – 
4.00

Afternoon tea. Booking essential. 
Sandwiches, scones, pastries.

Beaumanor 
£14.95

Wed 11th 7.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, 
‘Charnwood trees & diseases 
threatening woodlands’, Mike Graham.

Village Hall, 
non-members 
£2

Fri 13th 1.45 – 
4.00

Horse riding ages 5 – 16 Booking 
essential (01509) 634561 

Riding School, 
Dean’s Lane.

Fri 13th 10.00 – 
12.00

Felicity’s Wood, Dean’s Lane, 
Treasure hunt & nature walk 3 + 
Booking essential (01509) 634561 

Sun 15th 12.00 – 
5.00

Charnwood Forest Golf Club, Family 
Open Day tel. (01509) 890259 See 
advert p. 10

Breakback 
Road

Mon 16th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘An apothecary in 
the 1600’s, Mel Gould.

Methodist 
Church

Tue 17th 7.30 Annual parish meeting Village Hall
Wed 18th 7.30 WI, Healthy living. A look at Japanese 

food, Patsy Rayner
Village Hall

Thu 19th 7.15 
(earlier 
time)

BBC Radio Leicester ‘Down to Earth’ 
recording. Bring your own gardening 
questions. See advert p. 13

Village Hall

Sun 22nd 2.00-
4.00

Cream tea Beaumanor 
£4.50

Fri 27th 6.30-
8.30

Pie night Beaumanor 
£7.95

Sun 29th 9.30 Learn Nordic walking. Poles provided. 
07863 126259. Booking essential.

Meet Village 
Hall car park.

May
Wed 2nd 7.30 Film show, Midnight in Paris. Inc. 

refreshments
Village Hall, £4

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/diary/
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html


