


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Rosemary 
May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.

Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Richard Bowers

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just fewer than 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
While spring has not yet sprung fully into action, I have leapt into editing my 
first-ever edition of Roundabout, which will hopefully be the first of many. 

I would like to thank the team at Roundabout for their warm welcome and, 
particularly my co-editor Evelyn Brown, for her patience and good humour 
at my continual pestering for advice and guidance along the way.

One thing which strikes me as a fantastic feature of this parish is that 
community spirit is so strong here. This is something which is evident in this 
issue whether it is at a local level helping fellow villagers, as in the case of 
Rochelle Foster (pp.20) or on a grand scale to create a better world for the 
next generation, as in the case of Professor Tony Marmont (pp.14). 

There is also welcome news that two new groups have started up for 
youngsters in the villages; the 1st Woodhouse Eaves Guides and 
Woodhouses Junior Gardening Club.

Dawn Kirby

Parish council news
Rules on roadside adverts

Charnwood Borough Council, which is the local planning authority, asked 
the parish council to provide advice to local groups and organizers on the 
rules for roadside advertising in order to conform to national and local 
planning regulations. 

The borough council approves applications for permanent signs and it also 
provides guidance about temporary ones.

Its advice is that some signs can be erected without permission if they are:

temporary notices and signs which are intended to advertise any local 
event being held for charitable purposes, which may be religious, 
educational, cultural, political, social or recreational, but not for any 
commercial purpose. This permission would include an advert for a church 
bazaar or a sponsored event in aid of charity. The advertisement permitted 
must not exceed 0.6 of a square metre. 

Conservation areas often have special restrictions and, in general, it is wise 
to ask whether permission is needed. The borough council also says that it 
is not appropriate to ‘have large boards and banners on road junctions in 
the villages, which are a distraction to road users and add clutter to the 
street scene visually’. The example its planning officer has given is at the 
junction of Beacon Road and Main Street by the Bull’s Head.
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See www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/advertisement_consent or 
www.gov.uk/government/publications/outdoor-advertisements-and-signs-a-
guide-for-advertisers for more guidance.

Tree risks

Although the parish council visually checks trees on the playing field every 
year, it also pays experts to check them thoroughly every five years or so.

Leicestershire County Council’s Forestry section did the last full survey, and 
listed their recommendations in a printed report. Pruning and felling has 
now been completed. 

The county council and Charnwood Borough Council also carry out regular 
surveys of trees in or overhanging public places, which account for many in 
this parish, and they either do any remedial work themselves or ask the 
relevant local landowners to do so. 

Village hall extension project

To help move the project along the parish council, as trustee for the King 
George’s Field charity, has appointed a project manager to develop a 
tender specification and obtain three quotations against the approved plans 
for the building.  

This will help with further grant applications because some grant-making 
organizations will not consider applications unless three quotes are 
supplied. This process will also provide a more accurate costing.

Meanwhile, there are continuing discussions about the specific 
requirements for groups that will use this building, and fund-raising activities 
will have to continue.

At the financial year end

March is a busy month for the parish council’s financial officer as she must 
produce the end of year accounts for internal and external auditors.  

The regulations for how councils and charities handle accounts are 
stringent with the Government appointing an external auditor to check the 
council’s accounts.  

The council produces detailed monthly accounts, which are available from 
the parish clerk, for both organisations. It also lists any payments made on 
agendas and in minutes, and the year-end statement of accounts is 
published on the website and pinned up in the village hall. Any parish 
elector may request a copy.
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Next meeting

April’s parish council meeting has been moved back a week to Monday, 
15th April. See ‘What’s on’ for more details. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
For parish council information, including meeting dates and minutes, see 
    http://woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/
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News in brief
Annual parish meeting

Find out more about the work carried out by the parish council and the 
villages’ wardens at the annual parish meeting on Tuesday, 16th April at 
7.30pm. 

All parish council chairs must hold a meeting like this once a year with the 
public welcome to attend and raise any issues. There will be light 
refreshments and displays by local groups from the villages.

Editor
For the council’s annual report see separate insert. Ed.

Police report

There were three thefts reported in February – two incidents in Bird Hill 
Road, where in one case property was stolen from a drive, and the third 
involving thieves stealing property from a car parked in Deans Lane.

Good news is that some of property that had been stolen and advertised on 
a website was spotted by its owner and has now been returned.

PC Richard Carruthers
Neighbourhood Watch

Crime this month was reassuringly low but please do not become 
complacent as we are well aware that there are individuals looking around 
for opportunities, such as cars left running unattended while being de-iced.

Why not help yourself, your neighbours and the police by keeping a watch 
for anything suspicious or out of the ordinary happening locally. It could be 
someone trying car doors, approaching neighbours’ properties or vehicles 
being driven in a suspicious manner, but what is needed is for you to pass 
on sightings, recording registration numbers, physical descriptions of 
individuals etc, to the police and neighbourhood watch.

We have also been advised about an increase in catalytic converter thefts 
in the Charnwood area, with 4x4 vehicles being particularly at risk because 
they are more accessible.

To reduce the risk of theft police advice includes: parking the car in a 
garage or in busy, well-lit areas; security marking the converter shell so that 
if it is stolen and recovered by police it can be traced back to the owner’s 
vehicle and buying a cage or lock for the converter.

Mervyn Greenhalgh
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Memorial bench for Sharon

A bench in memory of Sharon Gregory has 
been installed by the footpath in 
Broombriggs Farm Country Park.

The 37-year-old swimming teacher, who 
taught at Shelthorpe Primary School in 
Loughborough, died on 7th November 2012 
just three weeks after being diagnosed with 
an aggressive form of cancer.

She leaves behind her husband David and 
daughters Amber and Chelsea, of Hastings 
Road, Woodhouse Eaves.

David said they had chosen the bottom field 
at Broombriggs to place the bench because 
they always walked their dogs along the 
track, and while there are a few benches 
further up the hill there are not any at the 
bottom. He added:

I thought it would be handy for those who don’t walk so far and have to 
have a sit down. If you sit there you can see the windmill and on a clear 
day you can see the top of the church.

David and Sharon first moved 
into the village in 1996 but 
moved out not long after they got 
married. They missed the village 
so much that the family returned 
two years ago.

During her battle against cancer 
Sharon spent 13 days in LOROS 
hospice. Since then, her family 
and friends have been busy 
raising funds for the hospice 
because it was her chosen 
charity. They have raised £4,109 
so far.

Dawn Kirby
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Sharon Gregory with her 
daughters Amber and Chelsea.

The memorial bench in Broombriggs Farm 
Country Park.



New guides troop

The guides have returned to the parish after an absence of well over a 
decade. The 1st Woodhouse Eaves Guides, for girls aged nine-and-a-half 
to 14, now meets from 6.00pm to 7.15pm on Thursdays at the Methodist 
Church, in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves.  

The troop offers girls the chance to continue their girlguiding experience 
beyond brownies as well as the opportunity for those looking to join an 
organization built on adventure, friendship and fun. 

Those interested in joining can stop by on a Thursday evening or call Jill 
McLeod on (01509) 890 795.

Editor
Life-saving kit at post office

The ambulance service has installed a defibrillator at the Woodhouse Eaves 
Post Office. It is in the porch and is accessible 24/7 via the 999 service. I 
understand that a number of people are already trained in the village but the 
ambulance service will be providing training for anyone interested.

David Cox
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Fight for Sight

In February, 164 pairs of unwanted spectacles and sunglasses were 
collected from Oakwood Pharmacy, making our total 329 pairs for this year 
so far. This is our best start for several years, so hopefully it will lead to a 
total of 1,000 pairs by the end of the year.

The glasses donated are passed on to very poor people in India and Africa, 
so please continue collecting towards our target.

Eric Allsop

Beacon Road traffic – as it was

Former village resident Rodney 
Wood has admitted to being the 
driver of the go-cart heading down 
Beacon Road (p.11 of March’s 
Roundabout).

Rodney says that the normal 
practice was to turn sharp left into 
Brook Road, splashing through the 
ford which used to cross it. We 
hope to hear more from Rodney 
about the villages in the years after 
the war in a future issue.

Editor

A plea to tidy hedges

There are many hedges of ivy and 
a variety of shrubs and trees, 
mainly along Main Street in 
Woodhouse Eaves, which reduce 
the width of pavements for 
pedestrians, particularly for 
mothers with pushchairs. Please 
restrict your hedge to the edge of 
your boundary wall.

Eric Allsop
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Energy and alchemy: part two of an interview with 
Professor Tony Marmont

In the concluding part of our profile of Professor Tony Marmont, we explore 
his activities in retirement. Tony has dedicated the latter part of his life to the 
related challenges of climate change, biodiversity and alternative energy. It 
is for this work that he is probably best known. 

The oil crisis

Tony first became interested in alternative energy out of necessity, long 
before the effects of global warming were widely known. In the 1970s, the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) restricted the global 
supply of oil and prices became extremely high. This had a dramatic effect 
on the costs of Tony’s soft drinks business so he began to investigate other 
ways to meet his energy requirements. 

He did this by using wind turbines and the more he explored this area the 
more fascinated he became. Surely this was the future. Why didn’t 
everybody want accessible, clean energy? 

14 Roundabout  April 2013

Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens 2013

After the great success of the Jubilee Open Gardens last year, despite 
the awful weather, we are looking forward to another good year (hopefully 
with better weather) in 2013. 

The Open Gardens event falls on the very first two days of June this year, 
so we are hoping that some of you, who are perhaps away when it falls 
later in the month, will be around this year to open your gardens. 

Just as we were last year, we are especially looking for new gardens on 
Paterson Drive and Rawlins Close but all new gardens would be very 
welcome; and, of course, those who have previously opened too. 

We are thinking we would like the theme to be ‘Collectors’ Items' this 
year. So if you have anything which you think may be of interest, be it 
cars, old garden tools or kitchen knick-knacks, let your imagination go 
wild (but not too wild) and then let us know. 

If you are interested then please ring Liz Wilson on (01509) 890 181, 
07814 788 503 or email at chestnut1@live.com

Rochelle Foster



If the oil price had remained high then history may well have been quite 
different, but prices fell and the infant green-energy market could not 
compete. Many people would have given up at this point but Tony Marmont 
had a different vision.

Planting seeds

As we learned last month, Tony was an extremely successful businessman 
and having sold his beverage business in 1993, he set about planting seeds 
for a greener future. 

He wanted to invest in a new generation of experts to help protect the future 
of the planet and, caring passionately about his country, he sought ways to 
give British industry a head start. 

He did this by giving 
over £2.75 million to De 
Montfort, 
Loughborough and 
Nottingham universities 
to research different 
aspects of climate 
change and renewable 
energy. This investment 
has been rewarded by 
a burgeoning British 
renewable energy 
sector, now growing at 
20 to 30 per cent a 
year (in stark contrast 
to the rest of the 
economy) and by the graduation of several thousand students. 

Tony has also invested directly in the wind turbine sector. In 1992 he bought 
Carter Wind Turbines, a Texas-based company, which unfortunately proved 
to be a firm that was ahead of its time. During the early 1990s, obtaining 
planning permission for wind turbines was difficult in the UK and so 
eventually he sold the company to an Indian venture that could see its 
global potential. 

Tony’s disappointment and frustration is still close to the surface. He feels 
that we missed out on a technology revolution due to a lack of long-term 
vision – only for the country to invest heavily in this area after the event, 
commenting:

Roundabout  April 2013 15

Tony Marmont with wind turbines.



16 Roundabout  April 2013



That’s why we have virtually no wind turbine industry left in this country. It’s 
ironic because this year is a landmark with wind turbines expected to 
produce more power than nuclear energy in the UK.

Using nature as a template for innovation

One of the biggest problems with renewable energy is that it is not always 
being generated at the same time as it is needed. Solar generation is not 
very helpful at night, and turbines cannot produce energy if there is no wind. 
Inevitably, this means that we need to find ways of storing power when it is 
plentiful so that we can use it when it is in short supply. Conventional 
batteries simply do not have the capacity to store enough power for all of 
our needs and so typically we need other systems.

One of the most popular alternative systems is the hydrogen fuel cell. This 
works by using electricity and a catalyst to turn water into hydrogen and 
oxygen. The hydrogen can easily be stored in cylinders until it is needed 
and then the chemical reaction is simply reversed to give back water and 
electricity. Although hydrogen fuel cells have their place, Tony has been 
looking for ways to take this process to the next level.

What if we could use renewable energy to create fuels such as diesel and 
petrol? It’s not as far-fetched as it sounds. About ten years ago Tony was 
contacted by a scientist Dave Benton who thought he could achieve exactly 
that. 

Essentially, the theory follows the photosynthesis process in nature in which 
plants use energy from sunlight, carbon dioxide and water to create leaves, 
stalks and flowers. After death and burial, these structures are converted to 
oil and gas over millions of years. 

Using some very clever chemistry, Tony’s team at Air Fuel Synthesis has 
been able to convert renewable electricity into hydrogen and combine it with 
carbon dioxide to make all sorts of useful liquid fuels. This is a brilliant and 
simple way to store renewable energy in a form that is immediately useful. 

One of the first uses of the technology will be to supply carbon-neutral fuel 
for Tony’s helicopter. It is a modern version of the story of the alchemist who 
was able to turn lead into gold – except in this story he wants to share his 
secrets so that our grandchildren benefit as well.

Andrew Garland
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Classes and groups meeting locally
Mornings

Mon Little Owl pre school
Zumba exercise
Tiny Talk

09.00 – 12.00
09.30 – 10.30
10.15 – 12.15

term-time BC
VH
AX

Tue Little Owl pre school
Postnatal pilates 
Keep Fit
Charnwood Drawing & 
Painting Class

09.00 – 12.00
09.30 – 11.30
10.00 – 11.00
10.00 – 12.00

term-time
(01509) 210269

BC
OWH
VH
AX

Wed Jabberjacks 
Little Owl pre school
Toddler Gym 
Hatha Yoga

09.00 – 12.00
09.00 – 12.00
10.00 – 11.00
10.00 – 11.30

(01509) 413873 
term-time
term-time

OWH
BC
MH
VH

Thu Little Owl pre school
Play & Praise toddlers

09.00 – 12.00
09.15 – 11.30

term-time
term-time

BC
MH

Fri Little Owl pre school
Postnatal exercise 
Art Group

09.00 – 12.00
09.30 – 11.30
10.30 – 12.30

term-time
01509 210269

BC
OWH
VH

Afternoons
Mon Art 1.00 – 3.00 AX
Tue Flower Club

Evergreen Club
12.00 – 2.00
2.30 – 4.30

occasional
fortnightly

VH
VH

Wed Little Pandas [toddlers]
Eileen dance [children]

1.30 – 3.30
4.00 – 6.30

(01509) 890483 School
AX

Thu Lunch club
Senior citizens lunch club
Yoga
Eileen dance [children]

12.00 – 1.30
12.30 – 1.30
1.30 – 3.00
5.15 – 6.15

2nd in month
1st in month

OWH
BC
VH
AX

Fri Art Group 1.30 – 3.30 VH

Premises key and contact numbers*: 
AX = Village Hall Annexe – 890995
BC = Baptist Church – 07598 745 333
MH = Methodist Church – 263667
OIC = Oaks in Charnwood Church Hall

    SH= Scout Hut
    School = St Paul's School – 890483
    VH = Village Hall – 890995
    DSFC = Welbeck college

OWH = Old Woodhouse Hall –  0758 523 455

*STD codes for non-mobile numbers here and opposite are all  01509
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Evenings
Mon Pilates

Dog training
Scouts
Friends of Charnwood Forest
Local History
Parish Council

6.30 – 9.30
7.30 – 9.30
7.15 – 9.00
7.30 – 9.00 
7.30 – 9.00
7.00 – 9.30

(01509) 210269

bi-monthly
2nd in month
1st in month

OWH
AX
SH
VH
MH
VH

Tue Rainbows
Kettlebell fitness 
Cubs
Young Farmers

5.30 – 7.00
6.45 – 7.45
7.00 – 8.30
7.30 – 9.00

(01509) 210269
AX
OWH
SH
OIC

Wed Karate
Women's Institute
Wildlife Trust 

6.30 – 7.30
7.30 – 9.30
7.30 – 9.00 

3rd in month
bi-monthly

AX
VH
VH

Thu Beavers
Fit for birth exercise 
Kettlebell fitness
Hardcore fitness
Zumba 
Fencing Club [junior 14+]
Fencing Club [senior 18+]
Garden Club
Explorer Scouts

6.00 – 7.15
6.00 – 8.00
8.00 – 9.00
9.00 – 9.30
7.30 – 8.30
7.00 – 8.15
7.15 – 9.00
7.30 – 9.00
7.30 – 9.30

(01509) 210269
(01509) 210269
(01509) 210269

(01509) 236359
(01509) 556620
Most months

SH
OWH
OWH
OWH
VH
DSFC
DSFC
VH
SH

Fri Ballroom Dancing 8.00 – 10.00 VH
Weekends

Sat Lace & Handicrafts 10.00 – 4.00 1st in month VH
Sun Junior Gardening club 2.00 – 3.30 monthly AX

Woodhouse Eaves Sports Club runs Cricket, Football & Tennis facilities
        Contacts: Cricket – 890828   Football – 890038   Tennis – 890065
Young Farmers contact: 0779 311 6574

Please note that activities do not necessarily take place every week (or month) 
and that the information above could contain errors and omissions.

Please notify corrections or changes to 
                                                            roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

Information here last updated March 2013
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On the importance of green smoothies
Green smoothies are an unlikely drink to be 
praised live on air by a Woodhouse Eaves 
Horticultural and Craft Show Ambler rose 
bowl winner, but Rochelle Foster’s recent 
appearance on BBC Radio Leicester marks 
a new career path which she hopes will 
bring lasting benefits to the villages. 

Quirk of fate

Rochelle Foster lives in Maplewell Road with 
her partner Josh Hubbard – who has come 
first in the parish two years running in the 
May Day Challenge – and three-year-old 
son Caleb. 

Originally from Coleshill, near Birmingham, 
Rochelle’s path looked unlikely to stray to the parish as she left home to 
study international history at the London School of Economics in 2000 
before moving to Exeter, and then to London to work for Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers (PwC).

She moved to the village to live with Josh in 2008 but, until they were 
dating, she did not know that her family had ties to the area. 

Her grandmother, Barbara Baker, revealed that she and Rochelle’s 
grandfather John had courted in and around Woodhouse Eaves. In fact, 
their first date was running in the rain downhill from Old John in Bradgate 
Park holding hands and kissing at the bottom. It was almost as if fate were 
beckoning for Rochelle to move here.

Sustainability

When she began work at PwC in 2006 she was in their Human Resources 
Services division providing tax and legal advice to companies around 
international employee share schemes. When a sustainability and climate 
change consultant position came up she seized it because, in her own 
words, she is ‘more passionate about that than tax’.

In that role she worked with FTSE 100 businesses to draw up strategies to 
engage staff to take part in the company’s sustainability and climate change 
policies.

One of her achievements was setting up a programme in PwC, where staff 
helped the firm reduce its carbon footprint and the money saved was 
ploughed into schools to raise awareness about the environment.
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Rochelle with one of her green 
smoothies.



Rochelle left PwC after Caleb was born saying it was ‘sad to leave the 
challenges of this work behind’ but her priorities had changed. 

PwC’s loss is our gain

She may have lived here for only four-
and-a-half years but she is certainly at 
the heart of village life – a Beacon 
Players member, tending her 
allotment, baking bread for villagers, 
swinging kettlebells in Woodhouse 
Village Hall to keep fit, helping to 
organise the Woodhouse Eaves Open 
Gardens and being crowned culinary 
queen at the 2011 horticultural and 
craft show.

Her acting highlights with the Beacon 
Players include Mavis the dance 
teacher in Stepping Out, a role she 
really enjoyed although she admits 
she cannot dance, even though her 
mother was in the Royal Ballet.

Her involvement in the open gardens 
began when she was asked by her 
partner’s mother, Amanda, to help 
serve tea and cake in her garden. 
When the event was not held in 2010, 
Rochelle decided to volunteer to help 
bring it back stronger than ever. She 
said:

I felt sad when it didn’t happen that 
year and I thought you can’t feel sad 
and then not be involved. If people 
don’t step forward to do things then 
these things are going to die out.

A helping hand

It is difficult to know how Rochelle finds the time to fit everything in, but new 
mothers in the parish will know her as a breastfeeding peer supporter 
through Charnwood BRAS (Breastfeeding Reassurance and Support). She 
runs an antenatal class once a month in the village and meets mothers at 
breastfeeding cafés in the borough. She volunteered after meeting new 
mothers and seeing that many wanted to breastfeed but felt they could not 
because they did not have anyone to turn to for advice. 
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Rochelle with Amanda Hubbard at the 
open gardens.

Rochelle winning the Ambler rose bowl in 
the 2011 horticultural and craft show.
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Back to green smoothies

Returning to green smoothies, Rochelle has taken on the new challenge of 
becoming a nutritional and lifestyle coach and was invited by Radio 
Leicester DJ Rupal Rajani, whom she knows via Facebook, to come on her 
show and discuss it. 

As dark green leaves are one of the healthiest things to eat, and the most 
palatable way to consume them is blending them with fruit, the green 
smoothie featured heavily on the show.

Her decision to become a coach came after she was given the chance to be 
coached herself, during which time her attitudes to food and lifestyle were 
irrevocably changed. She said:

I never felt particularly lacking in energy but once I began to eat this very 
clean, natural, whole-foods diet I started to feel an energy I had never 
experienced before; it was incredible. When the opportunity came to train, it 
was a no-brainer. I want to help people feel this way.

If there is enough interest, she is planning to hold free workshops in the 
village hall covering topics like how to reduce sugar cravings and how to 
boost energy levels. Anyone interested should contact 
rochelle.a.foster@gmail.com

Dawn Kirby
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To become a master composter
After completing a course to become a master composter himself, Bertil Schou, from 
Woodhouse Eaves, shares with us why it is important for residents to recycle and make 
their own compost. Ed.

If Leicestershire County Council could convince enough people to not throw 
away compostable items (even into their brown bins) then significant sums 
of money would be saved in collection costs and land-fill taxes. Master 
composter and waste action volunteers have already saved the council well 
over £100,000. 

The master composter scheme is run by Garden Organic, and the county 
council sponsors places on the scheme in exchange for a commitment of 30 
hours’ voluntary work.

Organic hub

Garden Organic was set up in 
1954 as the Henry Doubleday 
Research Association (HDRA) to 
research and promote gardening 
and farming organically. Backing 
for Garden Organic is impressive, 
with HRH The Prince of Wales as 
its patron, Professor Tim Lang of 
City University London as its 
current president, and actresses 
Thelma Barlow and Susan 
Hampshire and chef Raymond 
Blanc as its vice presidents.

It is based in Ryton Gardens, 
near Ryton-on-Dunsmore, south east of Coventry, which are open to the 
public and well worth a visit for those who have an interest in gardening.

In a site comprising 22 acres, there are demonstration gardens and 
allotments, ornamental gardens and experimental plots. There is even a 
surprisingly accurate, season-corrected sundial embedded into one of the 
lawns, where you are the one casting the shadow.  

It also has a seed bank of more than 800 rare vegetable seeds, which 
members can buy to grow and propagate onwards. The shop is very well-
stocked for any gardener, with a wide range of seeds available and includes 
a coffee shop with very tempting cakes.
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A rubber rat is used to show why it is important 
to keep compost bins neither too wet or dry.



Garden Organic uses the site for research and development (such as 
finding ways to encourage farmers to grow organically), education (in the 
form of schools and conferences) as well as advising the public in organic 
gardening matters.

It also runs the master composter programme to encourage people to grow 
organically, using waste from the kitchen, garden or allotment to make 
valuable compost with only modest effort.  

Recycling ambitions

Within Leicestershire, Charnwood is the poorest performing borough at 
recycling. It is hoped that the waste action volunteers and master 
composters will help make both the borough and the county the leaders in 
recycling in England again. 

Master composters help people to understand the difference they can make 
by taking responsibility for disposing of their waste as best they can.

Other related information

1. At present, there is only a very short waiting list for Woodhouse Eaves 
allotments so if you would like to take on an allotment contact Linda 
Winston on 07743 668 605 or email lindawinston@postmaster.co.uk

2. Charnwood Borough Council will give you a second green bin for free if 
you can justify it. They will also swap your standard black bin for a 
smaller one if you find the standard one is too big. For more information 
visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/recycling

3. Leicestershire County Council is subsidising ‘dalek’ composting bins. For 
more details visit www.getcomposting.com

Bertil Schou
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Clock tower mystery
Following a feature in November’s Roundabout about the work of clock keeper Richard 
Dimblebee to keep St Paul’s Church clock in working order, Brian Axon, chair of the 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group, is appealing for help to delve 
into the clock’s mysterious past. Ed.

I have collected many postcards 
of Woodhouse Eaves from the old 
days, and I have a few 
postmarked 1904 showing what 
appears to be a clock on the front 
of the church tower which is not in 
the position it is in today.

This led me to query why this was 
so, and started my research into 
it. 

The present St Paul’s Church 
clock was installed by Smith of 
Derby in 1904, together with six 
bells by Taylors of Loughborough. 
At the same time the height of the church tower was increased by about 18 
to 24 inches. Officially, this was to help take the extra weight of the new 
bells. I do not know if the tower was rebuilt or somehow was lifted and extra 
stonework inserted.

Next is the interesting bit. The second 
photograph is that of a woodcut sketch 
dated 1843, showing St Paul’s Church 
and the original school. It is a bit hazy, 
but there on the front of the tower is a 
circle.

Is it possible that a clock was fitted 
when the church was originally built in 
1837 and that it was removed in 1904 
when the new clock was installed? Will 
we ever know?  

I have asked Smith of Derby but they were unable to help so the possible 
original clock remains a mystery – unless someone knows better.

Brian Axon
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A postcard from 1904 showing the clock in a 
different position on St Paul’s Church tower to 
today.

Image of a woodcut sketch of the church 
in 1843.
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A local walk – Broombriggs and more
The circular walk described here is an up-and-down one passing through 
the fringes of Woodhouse Eaves, taking the ‘high route’ though 
Broombriggs Farm Country Park and passing the Beacon Hill ‘labyrinth’. It 
passes some interesting features and provides good views – and stretches 
the calf muscles.

The length of the complete circuit is three miles, so allow one-and-a-half to 
two hours to give time to stand and stare (or just pant for breath).

The description here 
assumes a start at the 
village hall, but 
alternatives include 
Maplewell Road or the 
lower Beacon car park.

Things to note

This is a selection based 
on personal knowledge 
and interests, and by no 
means exhaustive.

The village hall (A on the 
map) has a long history 
including use as a tea 
room and, according to a recent item in Roundabout, at one time had a 
gallery in it. Like many older local buildings, it is roofed in Swithland slate. 
This is easily distinguished from Welsh slate, which arrived with the 
railways, because it is thicker and usually graduated from smaller slates at 
the top to large (and sometimes enormous) slates at the bottom. 

The house (B) on the right, just past Paterson Drive, was originally a school 
classroom and in the 1970s, before being sold, was used by a playgroup.

The pharmacy on the left (C) is in the former village bakery building. At that 
time it fronted Meadow Road (then Bakehouse Lane) and had two storeys. 
There is, reputedly, a large void under the shop floor.

Passing the notable façade of the Pear Tree and then Woodhouse Day 
Nursery (formally the Forest Rock pub) we bear right (D) just beyond the 
nursery car park, passing (and perhaps inspecting) the ‘cave’, the likely 
source of building materials for the adjacent former school. The gravel track 
leads up to a stone-built house (appropriately called Rock Hill). Pass 
through the gate on the left, just in front of the house, and follow the path (E 
- the actual ‘Donkey Slip’) which ascends steeply to join Church Walk (F - 
aka ‘Over the top’ but now often itself called the Donkey Slip). Turn right.
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Turning right at the end of the path takes us down Victoria Road, the grand 
name ascribed in honour of the grand Queen. This was previously known 
as Trickle or Treacle Lane because water oozed from the ground and ran 
down making the unpaved surface sticky. You may think all of the houses in 
each terrace were each built at the same time, or at least from one end to 
the other, but if you study the block on the left as you descend (G), you will 
see that they have different widths and brickwork. In fact, old postcards 
show that the middle pair were slotted in between the others. At the bottom 
on the right (H – the black and white house, now flats) is where the Liberal 
Party agent would address the electorate from the balcony.

Ignoring (for this walk) Mill Road opposite, we turn left into Maplewell Road, 
passing the tall red former miller's house (I) on the left and continue on to 
the Broombriggs entrance on the right (J). Do have a look at the farming 
information displays along the Broombriggs paths and, if so inclined, make 
use of the occasional benches. 

Some may be advised to skip the next section, which is very steep. If so at 
point “K” continue straight ahead, take the gate on the left after the straight 
section, cut diagonally across the field beyond, and through the far gate, 
then right and across Beacon Road to reach point “M”.

Others, turning left at (K), will climb steeply. The views from the top (L – 
where there is a seat) are perhaps superior to those from Beacon Hill. 
Dropping down on the far side we cross Beacon Road and the parallel 
horse/cycle track to join the main pedestrian track at (M) where we turn 
right.

As we approach the lower Beacon car park we pass the ‘Labyrinth’ (N) – a 
boardwalk and other paths in a rhododendron thicket where you may notice 
some strange, if static, creatures. 

Turn sharp right just beyond it, then left and right again, dropping down to 
the junction of Breakback (wonderful name) and Beacon roads. Go left and 
then right into the start of Birdhill Road. Cut left diagonally across The 
Green (O), which is wonderfully not afflicted with ‘no ball game’ notices. 

Joining the bottom section of Tuckett Road we pass a block of senior 
citizens' bungalows on our right to join Main Street opposite the Baptist 
Church (P – 1796, rebuilt 1981), further on passing the imposing Methodist 
Church (Q) before returning to the start.

Take note

Be prepared. Expect some muddy patches. Wear strong walking shoes or 
boots. There are two quite steep sections. Dogs should be on leads where 
notices request this – Broombriggs is a working farm.

Richard Bowers
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Local History Group: Swithland slate headstones
Despite the terrible weather on 11th March, more than 20 members and 
visitors decided to brave the elements and listen to Roger Willson talk about 
Swithland slate headstones.

He explained his love of visiting churches, especially in Leicestershire and 
the Vale of Belvoir. His particular interests are alabaster sculptures and 
monuments and from this developed a passion for seeking out church 
headstones, especially those made from Swithland slate.

Large-scale industry

The slate itself came from Swithland’s quarries and was of top quality. As it 
also splits so easily, much of it was used for roofing with the various sizes of 
slate tile giving many local houses their unique appearance.

It was soon realized that the slate made excellent headstones, being very 
hard and long-wearing and unaffected by the ravages of the weather 
compared to other stone like sandstone.

The peak period for Swithland slate headstones was between 1750 and 
1810 when there were about 150 craftsmen at 50 locations in the area. 
These men produced top quality headstones and it was a trade that was 
handed down from father to son.

The stones were smoothed and polished on one side only, the rear being 
left in its natural state. Every slate was individual and different, with more 
than 10,000 Swithland headstones in Leicestershire alone. The oldest 
known one is at All Saints Church, Thurcaston, and dates back to 1641. It is 
now safely preserved inside the church.

Early slates had basic block lettering and 
sometimes if the craftsman ran out of 
space he just fitted items in where he 
could, giving some stones an unusual style.

As time went on, lettering improved and 
biblical texts and designs began to appear. 
One in particular, known as the Belvoir 
Angel, became very popular from about the 
1690s to the 1750s. As the name suggests, 
most of these were in the Vale of Belvoir 
area.

30 Roundabout  April 2013

Not enough room:
            "... my grave to see …".



Arrival of Welsh slate

From around the 1840s, railways began to appear and this meant that very 
much cheaper Welsh slate became readily available, replacing the 
expensive Swithland slate. In 1887, the last quarry in Swithland closed.

Using our overhead projector system, Roger showed us photos of many of 
the headstones he has recorded, the styles, the lettering, the quotes, the 
dates and, of course, the Belvoir Angels. It was fascinating to see that some 
of the earliest dates indicated that the grave’s occupant was alive in 
Leicestershire in the early 1600s.

It was a most fascinating talk and no doubt when our weather improves 
there will be several more interested researchers visiting our local churches 
to see what they can find.

Brian Axon
See ‘What’s on’ for details of the group’s next meeting. Ed.

Woodhouses Junior Gardening Club
While the temperatures were still low and the snow still fresh in our minds, a 
small group gathered for the inaugural meeting of the Woodhouses Junior 
Gardening Club.

Meeting for the first time on 24th 
February, the group kept their focus 
to the cosy indoors and their green 
leafy inhabitants, namely house 
plants. Each gardener that day 
headed home with a newly named 
friend to talk and tend to, along with 
the basic understanding of light, 
water, temperature and air needs of 
their new companion. 

At the second meeting on Mother’s 
Day, all of the junior gardeners recycled glass jars into beautiful vases for 
their mums who joined in for the last half hour for a ‘cuppa’ and scone to 
celebrate their day.  

Woodhouses Junior Garden Club, for ages seven to 14, sprouted from its 
parent group Woodhouses Garden Club over the winter. It meets every two 
to three weeks in Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall Annexe. It has hopes of 
helping budding gardeners to start and produce some ribbon-winning 
entries for the horticultural and craft show in September.

Roundabout  April 2013 31

Some of the young plants being tended to by 
members of the club.



 Along with show-worthy fare, the group are also looking to become 
involved in a few beautification projects for the community. Young members 
have expressed an interest in field trips, and scouting has begun for a 
possible excursion.

Jill McLeod 
See ‘What’s on’ for details of the club’s next meeting. Ed.

Woodhouses Gardening Club: growing better 
vegetables in 2013
An inspirational talk about growing vegetables kicked off the club’s 
meetings for this year on 21st February.

It was given by David Thornton, who is The National Vegetable Society’s 
national secretary, the current British Shallot Champion and two-time former 
British Carrot Champion, which I hope you will agree are pretty good 
credentials to advise anyone thinking of entering the horticultural and craft 
show this year.

The talk went into intricate detail about how to get the perfect onions, leeks, 
potatoes, carrots, peas, beans, tomatoes and beetroot, including which 
nutrients to use, how much and when, as well as when to start a crop to be 
ready in time for the horticultural and craft show in September. I am sorry to 
say that we were already far too late to plant some seeds. 

Other gardening gems he shared include:

• Getting things started by warming the ground with clear (not black) 
plastic; while this also makes weed seeds germinate these can be 
easily knocked back.

• Not rotating crops unless there are problems with soil-based diseases 
because, as he explained, if a lot of time and effort is put into making 
an area suitable for a specific crop, you do not want to waste it by 
putting a different crop in the same ground the following year.

• Avoiding disease by making sure the water butt does not sit in full 
sunlight, to prevent bugs from multiplying – a little (and I do mean a 
little) bleach will sort out anything growing that should not be in there.

• Looking at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA) website to see when blight is likely to affect a potato crop 
using something called the Smith period – the potatoes can then be 
sprayed or lifted as appropriate.

• Putting a line of table salt in the bottom of the seed drill for beetroot 
and then sowing the seeds directly on top – apparently they love it.
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We are a nation of gardeners. He explained that 18 million out of 22 million 
households have a garden, and on average we spend six or seven hours in 
it each week. He certainly inspired us to spend that time and more in our 
gardens, although I think we are going to have to go some way to match his 
prize-winning carrots, which included three he described as ‘stubby’. It was 
not easy to see from the photograph, but he was kind enough to explain 
that each one was about two feet long. Not a carrot I would describe as 
‘stubby’ myself.

Amanda Garland
See ‘What’s on’ for details of the club’s next meeting. Ed.

Garden Matters
As spring begins to get underway, Neil Roberts reveals the most important jobs to do in 
the garden this month to keep it looking at its best. Ed.

1. Time to set seeds of any bedding plants you have bought. These will 
then be ready for setting out when the frosts have finished.

2. Try and make room for a few sweet peas. They can be grown in the 
border, or some of the miniature ones can be put into containers or 
hanging baskets.

3. This is a big month for the lawn. After feeding and cutting, it should be 
looking at its best to show off the 
rest of the garden. Make sure 
the edges are cut and look neat 
and tidy.

4. It is also time to get the 
vegetable plot sorted out. The 
ground should be warm enough 
to set the following seeds: 
lettuce, radish, turnips, peas and 
leeks as well as many others. If 
setting beetroot, add salt to the 
drill as this is a seaside plant.

5.  After such a wet winter, 
remember to add fertilizer before 
setting out any plants or seeds 
as the soil will be very short of 
goodness this year.

6. When using woodchip or 
sawdust on the soil, add a 
fertilizer as the wood will use 
nitrogen already in the earth.

Neil Roberts
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The last word

Offer of the month

Supermarkets are clambering over 
themselves to make up for the 
recent food fiasco. Tesco, for 
example, are offering double 
points with petrol, diesel and 
burgers. It’s the ‘only fuels and 
horses’ deal. – from The Guardian. 

Geography of ladies’ nightwear

A survey published in The 
Telegraph (21st February 2013) 
revealed that the further north you 
go the more women wear in bed.

London women wear the least in 
bed with 73 per cent sleeping in 
just underwear or nothing at all. In 
the Midlands 90 per cent of 
women wear shorts and vests, in 
northern England 87 per cent wear 
flannel pyjamas and in Scotland 
long nightdresses and dressing 
gowns are the most popular.

Crusty family heirloom

One family’s heirloom is not 
valuable jewellery or a painting but 
a bread roll from 1899.

Joseph Harrison was given it 
when he was released from a 14-
day prison term for failing to pay a 
fine and he kept it as a reminder.

His grandson, who proudly 
displays it in a glass case, says he 
has never been tempted to have a 
taste though, because it is ‘hard 
as a rock’. – from metro.co.uk

A real-life Bagpuss

Bisou, a seven-year-old Persian 
cat, had other ideas when her 
owner decided to leave her with 
relatives in Egypt while she visited 
her sister in the UK. 

Determined to be a jet-setter, the 
cheeky cat crept into her owner’s 
bag, slipped through airport 
security in Cairo and endured six 
hours while travelling 3,400 miles 
in the plane’s cargo hold. 

Her owner had no idea Bisou was 
missing until her relatives called 
her while in a taxi going up the 
M1. When her case was opened 
she found the marvellous moggy 
happily curled up among her 
clothes, enjoying a cat nap. – from 
dailymail.co.uk with picture by Adam 
Gerrard, Newsteam.

Big freeze on ice cream budget

Israeli prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu has frozen his ice-
cream budget, according to the i 
newspaper (18th February 2013), 
after it was revealed he had spent 
£2,020 a year on it. 
That’s a heck of a lot of 99s.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses 
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write 
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800 
words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although 
we accept hand-written items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we 
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are 
not obliged to include all items submitted.

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising 
managers, Amanda and Andrew 
Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via 
the methods listed at the bottom of 
the page.

Copy deadline: please see the 
bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout 
by:

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-
eaves.co.uk

Hand or post: Roundabout, 
Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse 
Eaves, LE12 8RG
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What’s on in April

April

Sun 7th 6.00 ‘Easter songs of praise’. Sing favourite 
hymns and enjoy tea and cakes.

Baptist Church

Mon 8th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘The local civil 
war’, Trevor Parr.

Methodist 
Church

Sun 14th 11.00 Rotary Beacon Easter Bunny Run. To 
enter, tel. 07906 915 589.

Lower Beacon 
car park

Sun 14th 12.00 Charnwood Forest Golf Club open day. 
For more, tel. (01509) 890 259.

Golf club, 
Breakback Rd

Sun 14th 2.00 Woodhouses Junior Garden Club. For 
seven to 14-year-olds.

Annexe, £5 
joining fee & £1 
per meeting

Mon 15th 7.00 Parish council meeting. All welcome. Village Hall

Tue 16th 10.30 Guided, three-mile circular walk in the 
Woodhouse Eaves area, Alan 
Mortimore. Walking boots required.

St Paul’s 
Church, free

Tue 16th 7.30 Annual Parish Meeting & Exhibition. Village Hall

Wed 17th 7.30 WI, ‘Make a wrist corsage’, Sarah from 
Quorn. Comp: Best corsage of the 
evening.

Village Hall

Thu 18th 7.30 Woodhouses Garden Club, ‘The world 
of roses’, Ann Bird.  See advert p.25.

Village Hall, £3 
visitors, free for 
members

Sun 21st 9.30 Nordic walking, three miles, Jackie 
Selby. To book, tel. 07863 126 259.

Village Hall car 
park, free

Wed 24th 7.30 Film show, Skyfall. Light refreshments 
or BYO. Contact (01509) 890 050 or 
woodhouse.events@gmail.com

Village Hall, £4 
(PO, n’agent, 
door)

Thu 25th 10.30 Outwoods bluebell walk, Access to 
Nature Team, two miles.

Outwoods car 
park, free

May

Wed 1st 7.00 Concert by Welbeck College students. 
See advert p.22.

St Paul’s 
Church, £5

Mon 6th 8.30 May Day Challenge, 13.5-mile route or 
short family walk, www.woodhouse-
may-day-challenge.co.uk to enter. 

Village Hall, 
£15 in advance 
or £20 on day

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
    www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html


