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Editorial policy 

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley, 
Jill Craig, Audrey Davidenkoff, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Grahame 
Sibson and Andy Thomson. 

Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Audrey Davidenkoff 

Cover: Janine Ainscow / Andy Thomson 

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 

It is during uncertain times that this issue of Roundabout has been 
published. The threat posed by coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is 
already affecting the ways in which we work and behave socially. Social 
distancing measures are a short step to social isolation for many. As a 
parish we are fortunate to have very good support systems in place (church 
groups, parent groups and schemes in place to help those in need). This is 
a time at which we each need to do a little more to help family, friends and 
neighbours – while following government and medical advice to limit the 
spread of infection.  

Several events that were due to be held in March and April have been 
cancelled or postponed and more cancellations are expected. Please check 
before attending one of the events listed in the ‘What’s on’ section or 
advertised in the pages of this issue. 

Moving on from coronavirus to other matters, the Roundabout team needs 
another editor. If this is something that might be of interest to you please get 
in touch by emailing me at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk I would be 
happy to talk through what is involved with no pressure or obligation. 

Thinking about the origins of the name April, it seems that over the course 
of time it has become unclear whether the name ‘April’ itself has its origins 
in love or blossoming. Did the Romans name their fourth month Aprilis 
based on the Latin verb Aperire, ‘to open’ like a flower coming into bloom? 
Or was the month named Aphrilis derived from Aphrodite, the Greek 
goddess of love who was known as Venus to Romans? Veneralia, which 
was the ancient celebration of Venus, was held on 1st April in Roman times. 
Poets and writers have long since been inspired by the month of April. I’ll 
leave it for you to decide what April signifies to you.  

Environmental concerns appear on many pages in this issue. Before 
reading on, here is an alarming fact to think about and act on: 40% of 
plastic produced over a year will only be used once. 

Janine Ainscow 
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Parish council news 
Annexe building  

Woodhouse Parish Council is very pleased to have decided to move 
forward with replacing the annexe community building behind the 
Woodhouse Parish Hall (village hall). Full details will be finalised by the 
council in due course working alongside the local community. Plans so far 
aim to provide youth and sports facilities to the parish, in particular for local 
groups such as the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group. Watch this space for 
more information. 

Caretaker’s house  

Renovations are taking place in the old caretaker’s house. We are hoping 
that all works will be completed by the end of May. The council are currently 
fielding expressions of interest for renting out the property. 

Logo competition  

As March is passing so quickly, we have extended the closing date for 
designing a simple logo for the parish council to use on their 
correspondence to Friday, 1st May 2020. To enter please email your design 
to clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk ideally as a scanned image in pdf 
format, or as high resolution as possible. If you do not have email, then 
please hand in to the parish office. Good luck to all who enter.   

Police beat surgery  

PCSO Katrina Hallmark will be at the village hall on Wednesday, 1st April 
from 1.00-2.00pm. This is an opportunity for you to drop in and discuss any 
community police matters.  

Annual parish meeting 

The annual parish meeting is to be held on Monday, 4th May at 6.15pm in 
the village hall. We are hoping that as many of the volunteers and groups 
as possible will come along to tell the parish council everything they have 
achieved during the year.  

Please pop in and see us in the parish office to discuss any needs or issues 
within our two villages. The office is open from Monday to Friday, from 
9.00am until 4.00pm. Office telephone number: (01509) 891 299.  

Next meeting: Monday, 6th April at 6.45pm in the village hall. All welcome. 

Agendas and minutes are on the parish council website at: 
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk Any queries or information required 
please email: clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk  

Emma Crowe, Clerk to the Parish Council 
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News in brief 

Local policing – elections postponed 

Lord Willy Bach is the current Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) for 
Leicestershire. The elections for the office of PCC were due to be held on 
Thursday, 7th May. These have now been postponed by the government 
until May 2021. 

The PCC is responsible for ensuring that policing meets the needs of the 
communities they represent. The previous election was in 2016 and this 
next election will be the third since the inception of the role in 2012. It has 
been nationally recognised that there is not enough known about the role of 
the PCCs and it was hoped that voters taking part at the next election would 
be greater than the 20% turnout seen in 2016. In a statement Lord Willy, 
PCC, said: ‘We are in an unprecedented situation that no-one could have 
anticipated.  COVID-19 has changed the economic, social and political 
landscape.  Things are changing rapidly and the next six months may prove 
extremely difficult for the public and public services; not least the 
police…While the outbreak progresses, Leicestershire Police will play a 
central role in upholding law and order and keeping our diverse community 
safe…I simply ask that people take the necessary action to stay safe and 
follow any advice given by the government and other public authorities’. 

Editor 

Calling all trophy holders 

You may recall reading that the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good 
Neighbour Scheme was the proud winner of three awards last year. The 
GNS now has three trophies and a couple of framed certificates to put on 
show – the awards are a tribute to the commitment of the volunteers over 
the last three and a half years. 

Woodhouse Parish Council has agreed in principle that a trophy cabinet can 
be installed in either the Woodhouse Parish Hall (village hall) or King 
George V Room. Before deciding on the size of the cabinet, it would be 
helpful to know if any other organisations from either Woodhouse or 
Woodhouse Eaves have trophies or certificates to include in the display 
cabinet? 

To arrange to display your group’s trophy(ies) or certificate(s), then please 
contact either the Good Neighbour Scheme on 07561 890 100 or Emma 
Crowe (parish clerk). 

Judith Harrison 
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Fans of William Railton 

A private Facebook group has been set up entitled William Railton Architect 
1800-1877. The name William Railton is well-known in Woodhouse Eaves 
because this architect was responsible for designing St Paul’s Church. 
Nationally, the best-known example of his work is Nelson’s Column in 
Trafalgar Square, London. Although he was a London-based architect, the 
largest cluster of his works is here in Leicestershire. Local Facebook 
members who are interested in his architecture are invited to join the group.  

Tony Jarram  
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Charnwood Local Group raises £2,000 for the Leicestershire and 
Rutland Wildlife Trust 

The Charnwood Group of the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust 
handed over a cheque for £2,000 to the Head of Conservation, John 
Clarkson, at its recent AGM. 

The money has been raised from the local group’s activities and events 
over 2019, which included a very popular open day at The Brand. 

The Charnwood Group has been running for 36 years and in that time has 
raised £53,130 for the Trust from its various activities. This has helped 
contribute to make a big difference for wildlife in the local area. 

As well as receiving the cheque, John Clarkson gave a fascinating talk 
about the work of the Trust over the past year and his thoughts about the 
future of wildlife, both locally and nationally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information about the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust and 
the Charnwood Group can be found at www.lrwt.org.uk N.B. All meetings 
are cancelled until further notice. 

Linda Tomalin 

 

 

Chair of Charnwood LRWT Group, Dave Robinson 

presenting the cheque to Head of Conservation, John 

Clarkson. 
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Amazing Terracycle 

The Plastic-Free Group has a slick system operating in the Woodhouse 
Eaves village hall car park (or in bad weather they can be found inside the 
parish hall building). The first Saturday of each month the group collects an 
impressive array of items that would otherwise end up in landfill. Please 
take a look at the selection of photos in case there are items that you could 
add to the waste collection and save from going to landfill. The photographs 
are not a complete list of everything that is collected. Other categories 
include cleaning products (such as spray bottles, dishwasher tablet 
packaging) and cosmetics (including moisturisers and hand creams). The 
crisp packets are combined with those from a collection organised by Next 
to raise money for Adapt, a premature baby charity based at Leicester 
Royal Infirmary and Leicester General Hospital. Last year, £1800 was 
raised and in the first three months of this year £1400 had already been 
raised. Crisps and pens are also collected at St Paul’s CE Primary School 
who also have a battery collection. 

The recycling collection point is run by volunteers and there is always 
someone to ask for clarification and help sort items into the correct 
containers (see photos on the opposite page). 

There was a mobile zero-waste shop that was testing the market for their 
range of affordable eco-conscious products at the same time as the March 
Terracycle collection. With any luck the van was popular and will be back to 
coincide with the next Terracycle collection. There was certainly a lot of 
passing interest – bringing empty containers is helpful to buy loose dry 
goods.  

Editor 

The mobile shop stocks a good variety of zero-waste, 

affordable household essentials. 
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Foil-lined crisp and snack 

packets (dry, no crumbs). 
Biscuit, cake and cracker 

wrappers (dry, no crumbs). 

Plastic confectionary 

wrappers e.g. from sweets and 

chocolate bars. 

Contact lens packaging. 

Toothpaste tubes, 

toothbrushes and their 

packaging. 

Nut, popcorn and pretzel 

wrappers. 

Pet food plastic wrappers and 
food pouches (these need to 

be washed out and left to dry 

before recycling). 
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Event postponed 

The Plastic-Free Group’s event scheduled to be held on 17th March in the 
village hall was postponed as a precautionary measure to protect public 
health. The event will be rescheduled for a later date that will be 
communicated in due course. This was a disappointing turn of events for 
the group that had put a lot of effort into preparing for the ‘launch night’, 
which aimed to engage individuals and groups (including businesses, 
schools, churches and young people’s organisations) from across the 
community to promote ways of becoming more independent from single use 
plastics and take the next steps to becoming accredited as a Surfers 
Against Sewage Plastic Free Community. 

Editor 

First Saturday of the month 

Apologies to anyone who turned up for the Terracycle collection on Sunday, 
1st March, as shown in ‘What’s on’ Roundabout March 2020, instead of 
Saturday, 7th March. The monthly collection organised by the Woodhouse 
Plastic Free Group is always on the first Saturday of the month from 10.00-
12.00pm either in the village hall car park or inside the village hall building. 

Editor 
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A vision for the future 

The Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group has assembled information 
about local assets and recommended those in need of additional 
protection from inappropriate development. Protecting these assets 
means they need formal designation e.g. our post boxes, which cover a 
range of royal reigns; buildings we treasure e.g. the parish hall, which can 
be ‘locally listed’; and areas to be designated as Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) or ‘open green spaces’. All of these 
designations, if approved by relevant authorities, mean that the Local 
Planning Authority would have to be consulted if anyone wished to alter 
or develop in proximity to them. The environment sub-group has worked 
incredibly hard to identify these places and to study what makes them 
special. 

The other sub-groups have been estimating how many new homes this 
parish should anticipate accepting as part of the next Charnwood Local 
Plan to 2036. Charnwood Borough Council must liaise with neighbouring 
district councils, Leicester City Council, and the County’s Enterprise 
Partnership’s projections to expand business and tourism capability and 
set an overall figure for housing numbers. To help identify possible 
housing sites, the Advisory Group via the Woodhouse Parish Council 
issued a ‘call for sites’ to over 40 local landowners to ask if they plan to 
offer sites for development in the near future. Consultants are now 
assessing the sites that were offered using criteria developed in 
conjunction with the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group. 

Planning policies are the ultimate outcome for a neighbourhood plan. The 
policies will eventually influence all future planning applications, and 
shape the future of our parish over the next few decades.  

The advisory group has produced a ‘vision statement’ (below) that will 
introduce the final plan. The advisory group are seeking feedback on the 
vision statement. There will be a display of our work at the Annual Parish 
Electors Meeting scheduled for Monday, 4th May at 6.15pm. This is an 
open meeting for all parishioners to attend, so please try to come along to 
see what is happening, to ask questions or make comments, and to tell 
us if we are on the right lines for you. 
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A vision for Woodhouse Parish 

The following vision statement has been compiled by the Neighbourhood Plan Advisory 
Group for feedback by residents. 

The parish of Woodhouse is set in the heart of the beautiful Charnwood 
Forest and consists of two distinct villages, Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves. The landscape is characterised by ancient rocks and wooded hills to 
the west, with the Beaumanor estate and farmland to the east. There is a 
strong sense of a community that is thriving, inclusive and welcoming. The 
natural and historic heritage of the area is valued by residents and visitors 
alike and will be protected and enhanced. Housing developments will be in 
accordance with local need, primarily small-scale and integrated into the 
village envelope. Design will be sympathetic to the character of the village 
and will have minimal environmental impact. 

Our vision will be achieved by: 

• New development that is sustainable, eco-friendly, in keeping with 
village design, and proportionate to the needs of the community while 
protecting the character of the Charnwood area. 

• Maintaining, restoring, recreating and reconnecting habitats to create 
a resilient and healthy environment, highly valued and accessible for 
people; full of wildlife and rich in opportunities for learning, health and 
well-being. 

• Supporting developments and policies that are sustainable, mitigate 
for climate change and work towards a carbon-neutral future.  

• Protecting and enhancing the conservation area and open spaces. 

• Enhancing and supporting our rural economy through diversification 
and supporting tourism. 

• Managing traffic and parking issues to ensure the safety of 
pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders, walkers as well as motorists. 

Ann Irving 

Waste still a problem 

The first thing that pops into my mind is that although the Litter Picking 
Team led by Pam Crankshaw does not feel that locally they have seen any 
real improvement in the volume of litter on our roadsides, there does appear 
to be nationally a growing awareness in the general population about the 
problem. There are schools organising groups of school children to tackle 
the problem, co-ordinated beach cleans and lorry drivers clearing lay-bys 
under the name of Truckers Cleaning Up Britain. 
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Fly-Tipping 

Illegal fly-tipping is an ever growing problem. Government figures show the 
number of fly-tipping incidents has risen by almost 40% in five years. From 
what we see on our litter-picking walks we can certainly agree with this 
figure.  

In July last summer on Dean’s Lane, a whole lorry-load was illegally 
dumped in the middle of the road, 
resulting in a road closure until the council 
were able to clear the fly-tipped waste. 

Also in July on Priory Lane, a lorry-load of 
rubble was dumped in a farmer’s field. 
The culprits broke in through the farm 
gate, reversed in, emptied the load and 
then made off leaving the gate open. 
There were cattle in the field, but 
fortunately they had the sense not to 
wander out onto the road.  

Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)  

In September we participated in a national litter pick co-ordinated by CPRE. 
The litter that was collected filled 12 sacks. These contained 38 glass 
bottles, 95 plastic bottles and 341 cans. Simply taking finished drinks 
containers home to recycle with household waste would help cut down the 
amount of rubbish by the roadsides. 

Keep Britain Tidy  

Keep Britain Tidy are organising their annual litter pick for early April, so we 
will be once again signing up to participate. 

Single portion plastic sachets 

Governments around the world are being urged to ban single-portion plastic 
sachets of tomato ketchup, mayonnaise, vinegar, shampoo and sweets, just 
to name but a few. These sachets are tricky to recycle because they contain 
layers of plastic film, so the vast majority end up in landfill.  

Plastic in every corner of the globe 

There are very disturbing findings that describe the discovery of plastic 
waste at the bottom of the Mariana Trench, the world’s deepest ocean 
trench. Plastic waste has also been found deep in the Southern Ocean of 
Antarctica. It had been a mystery as to how this was happening, but now it  

Fly-tipping illegal waste. 
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WOODHOUSE EAVES HORTICULTURAL SHOW 
FLOWERS 
1. Six roses in a container 
2. Container of six sweet peas 
3. Three roses in three stages 
4. Container of mixed garden flowers 
5. My best flower 
6. Three white flowers in a vase 
(same variety) 
7. One gladiolus spike 
8. Three decorative dahlias 
9. Rose (judged on scent alone) 
10. Three pom-pom dahlias 
11. Three flowers of same variety 
(on a 15cm x 20cm board) 
12. Three chrysanthemum  
(any variety) 
13. Single hosta leaf 
 

POT PLANTS 
14. Cacti/succulent 
15. Orchid 
16. Foliage plant 
17. Three types of plant in a bowl 
or pot 
18. Flowering pot plant 
 

FRUIT 
19. Plate of five dessert apples 
20. My best fruit 
21. Plate of five plums 
22. Plate of ten raspberries 
23. Plate of five cooking apples 
24. Basket of mixed fruit (max. five) 
25. Largest apple 
 

VEGETABLES 
26. Three onions, each 250g or under 
27. Four white potatoes 
28. Six shallots 
29. Four coloured potatoes 
30. Two stalks of chard 
31. Three carrots 
32. Novelty or unusual vegetable 
33. Pair of vegetables (same variety – 
not in schedule) 

34. Four pods of runner beans 
35. A container of fresh herbs 
36. Three chilli peppers 
37. Four pods dwarf French beans 
38. Two cucumbers (house or frame) 
39. Two sweetcorn cobs 
40. One head of cabbage (8cm stalk) 
41. Five different vegetables in a 
seed tray (one of each) 
42. Two marrows (max. length 40cm) 
43. Three leeks 
44. Three courgettes (max. length 
15cm) 
45. Three round beet 
46. Heaviest onion 
47. Heaviest marrow 
48. Longest runner bean 
49. Largest pumpkin 
50. Heaviest tomato 
51. Three sticks of rhubarb 
52. Six tomatoes 
53. Six miniature tomatoes 
 

 
 

CULINARY 
54. Three muffins on a plate  
(own recipe) 
55. Plate of six cheese straws (own 
recipe) 
56. Loaf of home-made bread (made 
by hand) 
57. Four bread rolls (made by hand) 
58. Five plain white scones (own 
recipe) 
59. Fruit cake loaf (own recipe) 
60. Victoria sponge, round tins, any 
size (own recipe)  
61. Four decorated cupcakes  
(judged on appearance only) 
62. Treacle tart (own recipe) 
63. Parkin (own recipe) 
64. Quiche (own recipe) 
65. Apple pie 
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SATURDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
66. Sponge cake ‘Most attractive’ 
(judged on appearance only) MEN 
ONLY 
67. Shortbread (own recipe) MEN 
ONLY 
68. Four homemade biscuits or 
cookies 
69. Jar of chutney 
70. Lemon curd 
71. Jar of Jam 
72. Jar of marmalade 
73. Jar of honey 
74. Three eggs 
 

BOTTLE CLASSES 
75. Alcoholic beverage – spirits (e.g. 
sloe gin/cassis) 
76. Alcoholic beverage – other (e.g. 
cider/beer) 
77. Bottle of homemade red/ 
white/rose wine 
78. Bottle of homemade non-alcoholic 
cordial (any recipe) 
 

CRAFT 
79. I made this myself (not in 
 schedule) – WOMEN ONLY 
80. Flower arrangement in recycled 
container 
81. I made this myself (not in 
schedule) – MEN ONLY 
82. Hand-knitted garment 
83. A stitched item 
84. Wildlife house 
85. A piece of embroidery 
86. Soft toy – knitted or material 
87. Container of floating flower 
heads 
88. Painting, any size, any medium 
89. An item in cross stitch, any size 
90. Handmade rug, any medium, any 
size 
91. Quilting 
92. An article of interest associated 

with the village 
93. Coloured photograph – WALLS 
(max. 18cm x 18cm) 
94. Coloured photograph – GATES 
(max. 18cm x 18cm) 
95. Length of bunting 
 

CHILDREN 
 

13 and under 
96. Potato bag – heaviest crop 
97. Sunflower – most perfect 
98. Posy in a jam jar 
99. A selfie photograph 
100. Something I painted 
101. Something I created on the 
computer 
102. Something I made 
103. Bug hotel 
104. Something I baked 
105. A decorated cake (judged for 
decoration) 
 

Ten and under 
106. A decorated biscuit (judged for 
decoration only) 
107. Four crispy cakes 
108. Decorated or dressed clothes peg 
109. Painting (self-portrait) 
110. My nature collection 
111. Something I made from recycled 
materials 
112. Something I made myself (not 
already in schedule) 
113. Colouring (see picture in the 
schedule) 
114. Vegetable animal 
115. Something I grew myself (not 
already in schedule) 
 

Four and under 
116. My painting 
 

If you require any further 
information, please contact Wendy 
Young, telephone 07845 951370 
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(continued from p.17) 

has been recognised that the natural circulation of streams of water that 
flow round the planet are instrumental in distributing any rubbish that does 
not float. One of these ocean streams brings us in the UK the warming 
waters of the Gulf Stream, but that links up in the Arctic with a cold stream 
that runs along the bottom of the ocean back to the Antarctic where the 
source of the streams is located. Discarded plastics have been seen at the 
bottom of the greatest depth of the oceans. This warns us as to what a 
devastatingly serious effect our plastic habit is having on our natural world.   

Janet Whitmore, Litter Picking Team member 
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The history of charcoal 

For its March meeting, Richard Mollart provided the Woodhouse Eaves 
Local History Group with an insight into the role of charcoal in the industrial 
life of Britain since Roman times. Charcoal was, for thousands of years, the 
only fuel used to smelt iron. It was only in the 1700s that an alternative, 
coke, was developed. Richard’s talk 
began by looking at traditional methods of 
charcoal production. This usually involved 
building large earth-covered heaps of 
wood. These were lit, and through 
controlling the supply of air, instead of 
complete combustion taking place, 
moisture and impurities were driven off to 
leave behind the product that we know as 
charcoal. This is nearly pure carbon, 
which burns at higher temperatures than 
wood or coal and with far fewer 
impurities.  

Iron demand drives charcoal production 

The demand for charcoal grew as the demand for iron grew and it would 
have been common to find charcoal being produced in the forests and 
woods around Britain. It was, however, particularly common in those areas 
where iron ore was easily extracted. These included the Weald, the Wyre 
Forest, the Forest of Dean and the New Forest. A key aspect of supplying 
enough timber of the right size was the development of coppicing – the 
cutting down of trees at ground level and allowing them to regenerate over 
a period of ten to fifteen years. Estimates of how much forest was needed 
to supply the charcoal for smelting vary considerably, but by the mid-1700s 
this was between 200,000 and 600,000 acres. This was a considerable 
area and brought competition with demand for wood for shipbuilding and 
clearing of forests for agriculture. 

Although iron smelting was by far the biggest user of charcoal, other uses 
included glass making and pottery, both going back to Roman times or 
before. A new use for charcoal emerged in the 1300s with the introduction 
of gunpowder into Britain. Along with sulphur and potassium nitrate 
(saltpetre), carbon is an essential element in this early explosive. 

The life of the collier (as charcoal-burners were called) was hard and 
involved spending lengthy periods camping in the woods alongside the  

A charcoal heap prior to covering and 

burning in the Wyre Forest during the 
late 19th century. 
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charcoal heaps, which need constant tending. Although modern methods of 
charcoal production were developed there is plenty of evidence of this 
practice continuing into the twentieth century. 

Charcoal in Charnwood 

Locally, there is not a lot of evidence of charcoal burning, although as the 
Romans were smelting iron along the eastern edge of Leicestershire it 
would certainly have been produced. There is a much later reference to 
woodland at Crow Hill, Woodhouse Eaves being sold in the 1700s by the 
Earl of Stamford. It was charred and taken for use in a blast furnace at 
Melbourne. This is thought to have been located somewhere under what is 
now Staunton Harold Reservoir. 

Richard also referred briefly to more modern uses for charcoal including the 
various by-products that can be collected such as wood tar, acetic acid and 
wood spirit. 

Bradgate Park currently produces a small amount of charcoal from their 
waste timber, which they sell as barbecue fuel. 

Richard Mollart 

Chez Grey? 
Last Monday Peter Liddle, the former county archaeologist, gave a talk to 
the Friends of Charnwood Forest about Bradgate Park, and in particular 
Bradgate House. Using old documents and numerous photographic 
illustrations, he was able to reconstruct at least some of the history of that 
estate, starting with its mesolithic hunter occupants some 14,000 to 12,000 
years ago and continuing with the site’s history right up to the present day. 
His main subject, however, was centred on the house itself in which 
archaeological digs have taken place during the last five years.  

Digging up the past 

The first site to be explored was probably that of an old lodge. At this site 
Peter Liddle was surprised at how near to the surface the archaeology lay. 
As much of his previous work has been concentrated on sites in Leicester, 
where the most interesting levels could be several feet below the present-
day surface, it is not surprising that he was a little astonished at the ease of 
unearthing the history in this more rural setting. 

The following year’s dig was in the courtyard of the old house, where 
foundations of an even older stone building were found. As the oldest 
document had termed the ‘house’ a ‘lodge’, it could be that the present ruin 
was of a later date. Did Lady Jane Grey live in that ‘lodge’ or was the brick 
construction we know her home? Evidence is at present a little ambiguous. 
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The ‘new’ house was abandoned in the mid-nineteenth century, and the last 
major wall collapsed in a gale in 1895. During the 1930s, when Bradgate 
Park passed into public ownership, the council had the ruin ‘improved’. 

The digging then moved to the stables, where various interesting finds on 
its layout were made, including a dump of old horse leg bones – these may 
be the left-overs from dogs’ dinners. The building itself was still in use after 
the house was left to decay; its materials may finally have been taken for 
use in other building works. 

The team of archaeologists returned to the house for the final time of the 
project. Here there were restrictions as to how far down they could dig – 
they were unable to move any floors because of preservation orders. In one 
location they found a pit that was full of old pottery shards. In another 
location they followed the foundations of an older building up to a more 
modern wall. They also found numerous drains, one of which contained a 
plastic glove.  

One thing that was evident in the old documents – and deserves a mention 
– the first document was titled Brodgate Park; the second Broadgate Park, 
and now as we call it, Bradgate Park.  

Dr D McNeil 
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A magical history tour 

Did you know that the earliest recorded magic trick dates back to circa 2500 
BC? Or that a magic wand is mentioned in the Bible, Exodus 7: verses 10-
12? These are just two of the many fascinating facts members of the 
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute learned on their magical history tour, 
guided by Bishop Peter Fox. 

Peter has been practising magic since the age of seven and is the only 
bishop in the Inner Magic Circle. He describes stage magic as one of the 
oldest games in the world, a game of ‘let’s pretend’, where logic and 
reasoning are put aside.  

Peter’s first trick was to upend a glass into which he had poured some milk 
– and the milk did not spill out! 

The oldest trick in the book? 

One of the earliest tricks, still practised today, is that of cups and balls, in 
which a ball is made to disappear and reappear in a seemingly empty cup. 
An illustration of the trick is found in the oldest tomb in Beni Hasan, c.1994-
1781 BC. The Latin name for a magician is acetabularius, derived from the 
word acetabulum, meaning a cup. Seneca the Younger, writing in 45-60 AD, 
mentions the ‘juggler’s cups and pebbles’. 

Peter performed several tricks using his 
own set of three cups, firstly with three 
small balls, then with three larger balls 
and finally with an apple, orange and 
pear. He was ably assisted by WI 
member, Jane Faulks. 

The cups and balls trick survived through 
the centuries and is shown in works of art 
by Albrecht Durer and Bruegel, among 
others. In the painting The Conjuror by 
Hieronymus Bosch c.1505, a street 
magician is performing the cups and 
balls trick, but the main point of the 
painting is the pickpocket relieving a 
wealthy onlooker of his purse. The 
implication is that the magician is a 
common criminal luring in the prey. 

Peter Fox performing magic with the 

assistance of Jane Faulks. 
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Revealing the magic 

Street magicians, often of Romany or Jewish extraction, moved constantly 
from town to town in search of new audiences. They became the 
scapegoats for natural disasters such as crop failures or a plague of rats. In 
the sixteenth century, when Elizabeth I was Queen of England, witches 
were regularly drowned or hanged, and a magician often met the same fate. 
In 1584 Reginald Scot, a Member of Parliament, was so fed up with 
innocent people being branded as witches that he published a book, The 
Discoveries of Witchcraft, in which 
he reveals how certain tricks are 
performed. The three main areas of 
magic he describes are ‘hiding of 
the balls’, ‘alteration of monie’ and 
‘shuffeling of the cards’. 

Peter tried to cut a cord in two, with 
the help of Marion Cadenhead, but 
it magically joined up again. No 
matter how many times they cut 
the cord, after it had been cut it 
reappeared as the original length. 

Entertaining the masses 

Magicians continued to invent new tricks, but the golden age of stage magic 
began in 1805 with the birth of Jean-Eugene Robert-Houdin, known as the 
Father of Modern Magic. A watchmaker by trade, he transformed magic 
from an amusement for the lower classes, taking place in streets and fairs, 
into entertainment for the wealthy. Magicians and illusionists were called 
upon for society functions and there would be a magician on every theatre 
bill. Among the most famous were Alexander Hermann and Harry Keller, 
who relied on an American William Campbell, aka Billy Robinson, to invent 
and prepare tricks. 

In the late nineteenth century, a new and exciting magician arrived in Paris, 
claiming to be the court magician to the Dowager Empress of China. 
Dressed in exotic clothes, speaking through an interpreter and with a 
glamorous assistant, Chung Ling Soo was a sensation. His show, involving 
20 people on stage and an additional 150 or so behind the scenes, went 
around the world. However, in January 1905, another Chinese magician, 
Ching Ling Foo, appeared. He claimed to be the real court magician! 
According to the Encyclopaedia Britannia, Billy Robinson admitted he was 
masquerading as Chung Ling Soo, but carried on with his performances, 
drawing great crowds. When Chung Ling Soo died on stage in March 1918 

Marion Cadenhead cuts a cord – only for it to 

reappear at the original length. 
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during a bullet-catching trick, a verdict of death by misadventure was 
recorded, but suspicions of suicide or even murder abounded. 

With a series of tricks using eight Chinese linking rings, and assisted by our 
President Susan Towe, and member Mary Blake, Peter brought his talk to 
an end.  

The hugely entertaining evening was rounded off by member Mary Fuller 
who proposed a vote of thanks in her inimitable Norfolk accent – very 
appropriately as the bishop is also from Norfolk and appreciated every 
(incomprehensible) word! 

Judith Harrison 

April in the cottage garden 

‘April is a promise that May is bound to keep’, Hal Borland. 

April is the month that sees dramatic changes from the beginning to the end 
of the month. It begins with a sprinkling of green in the hedgerows and ends 
with a positive explosion of flowers. Although early flowering clematis and 
the profusion of spring bulbs are most welcome, it is the growth of green 
that really fills the senses, from the first budding of leaves on the trees to 
the brightening up of grass as it starts to grow again. Then the year really 
turns a corner when the first swallows and martins reappear. The soil is 
warming up and the days are becoming noticeably longer – just in time as 
there is plenty to do! 

In the flower borders 

If you have not already done it, now is the time to mulch before emerging 
plants cover the ground; a layer of five to eight centimetres of well-rotted 

Mary Blake assisting Peter Fox with a trick 
using Chinese linking rings. 

Peter Fox using Chinese linking rings, 

assisted by Susan Towe. 
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manure or compost will help the soil retain moisture and keep weeds at bay. 
Tie in new shoots of climbing plants such as clematis and honeysuckle. 
Pick off any lily beetles – easy to spot as they are bright red. 

As the soil starts to warm up it is the perfect time to split perennials. One 
plant that will benefit from regular division is hosta, as they can quickly grow 
quite large and crowd out other plants. The best way is to dig up the entire 
plant and place it on top of the spoil. Smaller plants can then be created by 
cutting it into segments like a cake with a sharp spade. These smaller 
plants can then be replanted singly or in groups. Young plants bought or 
grown yourself can now be moved from the greenhouse to outside. This 
should be a gradual process and is known as hardening off. Move the plant 
from a heated greenhouse or sunny window sill to a cold frame, which can 
be shut up at night, and then to a sheltered spot in the garden before 
planting out in a permanent spot.  

In the vegetable garden 

Earth up early potatoes to protect them from light and frost. Prepare the 
ground for later sowing of seeds and crops. Because the soil has warmed 
up it responds well to raking to prepare a tilth for sowing. Sow courgettes 
and squashes one seed to a pot. There are some plants you can put into 
the ground now that thrive in slightly cooler weather, such as rocket. Plant 
out young plants that were sown from seed in January. 

Moon gardening 

In times when we are more aware of the planet and our impact on it I 
thought it a good idea to write a few words about a gardening practice that 
is very much in tune with the rhythms of the earth and which (as a result of 
our heightened awareness of climate change) has become quite on trend 
again. Gardening by the cycle of the moon is a practice thousands of years 
old and is a fairly simple process. The basic idea is that the cycles of the 
moon affect plant growth. Just as the gravitational pull of the moon causes 
tides to rise and fall, so it also affects moisture in the soil. The principle is 
that seeds will absorb more moisture during a full moon and a new moon 
when more water is pulled to the earth’s surface, causing the seeds to swell 
and resulting in better germination and stronger plants. Moon gardening 
takes into account two periods of the lunar cycle – the waxing of the moon 
and the waning of the moon, and certain types of plant are best planted 
during each of these moon cycles. 

As a general rule it is best to plant annual flowers and fruit and vegetables 
that bear crops above the ground during the waxing of the moon, and 
flowering bulbs, biennial and perennial flowers, and vegetables that bear 
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crops below the ground during the waning of the moon. 

As the advert says: ‘simples’. I have not, as yet, followed these guidelines to 
the letter, but it may be interesting to have a go and find out. Why not have 
a go yourself? I would be interested to hear how you get on. 

Jo Poultney 

How well do you know your village? 

Here are some photographs of chimneys taken from Main Street and 
Maplewell Road. Do you recognise which buildings they are on? The 
answers can be found on the next page.  

Stella Blay 

  

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 Photo 4 
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Answers to photo quiz: 

Photo 1: next door to the old police station. 

Photo 2: old almshouse. 

Photo 3: two doors up from the Spar. 

Photo 4: opposite Windmill Rise. 

Apologies to spotters - the cow used in the first series is no longer there. 

 

Forthcoming events  

Cardio-pulmonary resuscitation (CPR) training 

All welcome to attend this free, life-saving course (April ‘What’s on’ for 
details). Please let Sue Taylor know if you wish to attend (01509) 890 971 / 
07891 840815. Any donations go to Heartwize for use of their manikins and 
defibrillator.  

Picnic in the Park 

Celebrate village life with family and friends at the Picnic in the Park hosted 
by the Good Neighbour Scheme on Sunday, 17th May at the play area by 
the village hall. From 12.00pm, everyone welcome, young and old. Just turn 
up with your own picnic, rug etc. and fingers crossed for good weather! 

Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show 

Saturday, 5th September 2020. List of classes in the centre fold of this 
issue, allowing plenty of time to get sowing and growing plants, test recipes 
and finish craft projects. Show schedule coming to village shops soon. 
Produce auction in the evening, proceeds raised go to support local causes. 

Roundabout AGM 

Please come to our AGM and share your thoughts and ideas – it’s the 
community magazine and with your input we can make it even better. The 
AGM will form part of the annual parish meeting: Monday, 4th May at 
6.15pm in the village hall. 
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Codeword 

A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help 
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).  
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1 1 
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The last word 

Nobel Prizes are awarded for 

outstanding advances in chemistry, 

literature, peace, physics, and 

physiology or medicine and 

becoming a Nobel laureate is a 

huge honour, but what about the Ig 

Nobel Prizes? This annual awards 

ceremony recognises research into 

more unusual scientific discoveries: 

awards for Improbable Research. 

It’s your turn! 

A recent Ig Nobel engineering 

category winner invented a machine 

that changes babies’ nappies.  

Fleeting happiness 

From Germany, a group of 

psychology researchers discovered 

that writing holding a pen in your 

mouth made you smile. But this did 

not lead to long term happiness.  

Dirty money 

Ever wondered which country’s 

paper money is the best at 

transmitting bacteria? Well, a group 

of scientists from Turkey, the 

Netherlands and Germany asked 

this question and won the Ig Nobel 

Economics prize for their effort. 

Do scratch 

The Ig Nobel Peace prize was won 

by a collaboration of scientists from 

the UK, Saudi Arabia, Singapore 

and the USA who published 

research measuring the pleasure 

derived from scratching an itch. 

Brainteasers 

1. One strand dangles. Two strands 

twist. Three or more can fashion 

this. 

2. Precious stones in a pack of 

cards. 

3. What has a head, a tail, is brown, 

and has no legs? 

4. What can travel around the world 

while staying in a corner? 

5. What word looks the same 

upside down and backwards? 

6. What can be measured but has 

no length, width or height? 

7. What 11-letter English word is 

always pronounced incorrectly? 

8. Your reflection can be seen here, 

as long as you’re not moving. 

9. Handy when you need to 

measure something or run a 

kingdom. 

10. Travel a mile and I will change, 

travel a million and I will end as I 

started. What am I? 

11. I have 88 keys but cannot open 

a single door? What am I? 

Answers 

1. Plait. 2. Diamonds. 3. Coin. 4. 
Stamp. 5. SWIMS. 6. Temperature. 
7. Incorrectly. 8. Water. 9. Ruler. 10. 
Odometer. 11. Piano.
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Contributions to Roundabout 

We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do 
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s 
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words. 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although 
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome. 

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note 
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details 
and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not 
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and 
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below. 

Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may 
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event. We 
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the 
editorial team or by  
email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

 

 

 

Codeword solutions 



 

What’s on in April 

Events likely to be postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Check for more local event details on these websites: 
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
    www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html 

Wed
-Thu 

1st-
30th  

All 
month 

Logo competition for parish council 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

or hand in to the parish council office.  

Parish office, 
Village Hall, 

free 

Wed 1st 1.00-
2.00 

Police beat surgery with PCSO Katrina 
Hallmark. 

Village Hall, 
free 

Sat 4th 10.00-
12.00 

Terracycle collection of ‘difficult to 
recycle’ items by WHE plastic-free 

group www.wheplasticfree.co.uk 

Village Hall car 
park 

Sun 5th  11.00 Palm Sunday Procession (ad. p8). Forest Rock 
Nursery car 

park 

Mon 6th 6.45 Parish council meeting. All welcome. Village Hall, 
free 

Wed 8th 7.00 Film night at St Paul’s The Passion of 
Christ with popcorn. Cert. 18 

St Paul’s 
Church, free 

Mon 13th 7.00 Film Night Risen staring Joseph 
Fiennes Suitable for age 12+ 

Donations for refreshments (ad. p33). 

Baptist Church, 
free 

Wed 15th  7.30 WI. Willow weaving Make a small 
willow structure to take home. Led by 

Peter Wood. 

Village Hall, 
visitors £4 

Thu 16th 2.00-
4.00 

Open door. Learn some Origami and 
Japanese phrases. All welcome. 

Ruth Bushnell weebc1@gmail.com 

Baptist Church, 
free 

Sat 25th 2.00-

4.00 

Save a life, CPR training. All welcome 

RSVP to Sue Taylor (01509) 890 971 / 

07891 840815 

King George V 

room, free 

Wed 29th 2.00 Knit and natter. All are welcome. The Rectory, 11 
Paterson Drive, 

free 
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