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Editorial policy 

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley, 
Jill Craig, Audrey Davidenkoff, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, David 
McClelland, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson. 

Editor for this issue: Jill Craig 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Audrey Davidenkoff 

Cover: Neil Robinson / Andy Thomson 

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 

I think the end of this year will be a time of reflection about what we have 
done and who we have met up with, in person or through another medium. 
2020 has been a year of sunshine and showers, trials, triumphs and 
tragedies. Family, friends, neighbours, medical and education staff, key 
workers, local businesses and complete strangers have rallied round to 
improve each other’s lives. In our villages people have supported one 
another magnificently, and have raised a smile with rainbows and cuddly 
toys, painted stones, sock bods and pumpkins. Keeping in touch with 
people we cannot see for a while has been so important, via technology and 
the good old-fashioned methods of letter-writing and posting a parcel at the 
post office. 

For December and January we have a magazine full of interesting and 
informative articles, celebrating and anticipating winter and Christmas, no 
matter where we will be or with whom we will be. Better times are around 
the corner, I am sure. The Roundabout team wishes everyone a 
comfortable Christmas and a peaceful new year. 

Jill Craig 

Parish council news 

Important news regarding the Neighbourhood Plan 

Notification of Formal Consultation on Woodhouse Parish Neighbourhood 
Plan (Regulation 14 Town and Country Planning, England, Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012) 

The Woodhouse Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan has been published 
for consultation. Statutory consultees have been contacted. If you would like 
to take part in the consultation, please see the information below: 

The consultation period runs for six weeks from Monday, 9th November to 
Monday, 21st December 2020, inclusive. 

The draft plan and supporting documents can be viewed or downloaded 
from the Neighbourhood Plan section of the Woodhouse Parish Council 
website: www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

If you require a hard copy of the plan to review, or would like to make 
representations, please contact the parish clerk: 
Emma Crowe, 50a Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves LE12 8RZ 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

Tel: (01509) 891 299 or 07739 808 871 
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Following this public consultation process, the plan will be reviewed and 
submitted to Charnwood Borough Council, together with all the supporting 
documentation, including a Basic Conditions Statement and Consultation 
Statement, setting out who has been consulted, how the consultation has 
been undertaken and how the representations have informed the plan.  

Charnwood Borough Council will then invite representations before the plan 
is subjected to examination by an independent examiner. Once any further 
amendments have been made, the plan will be subject to a local 
referendum. If the referendum is successful, the plan will be ‘made’ by 
Charnwood Borough Council. 

Neil Davison and Emma Crowe, 
Chair of Woodhouse Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan 

Advisory Committee and Clerk 

Parish council update about coronavirus 

Under the new lockdown government guidelines, we have taken the 
decision to cancel the hire of all three halls until Wednesday, 2nd December 
2020. The tennis courts have also been closed. The public toilets and play 
area remain open. We hope that you will all understand and abide by the 
notices which have been put up around the grounds. 

Replacement of benches on Main Street 

Two new benches have been installed by the bus stop on Main Street, soon 
to have the original commemorative plaques attached. 

Bull’s head drinking fountain in Woodhouse 

A replica of the original bronze bull’s head has been designed by Boris 
Morgan and is now in situ, looking fabulous. The Bull’s Head drinking 
fountain of 1853 was erected by William Perry Herrick of Beaumanor. The 
head was modelled on a young Longhorn bull and is the crest of the Herrick 
coat of arms. 

Parish council meetings are being held virtually for the foreseeable future. 
Members of the public are very welcome to join the meetings. Details of 
how to connect are published on the agenda, which is uploaded on our 
website three working days prior to a meeting. Our next parish 
council meeting is on Monday, 7th December at 6.45pm. As a rule, we do 
not hold a parish council meeting in January. The first meeting in 2021 will 
be on Monday, 1st  February 2021. 
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On behalf of Woodhouse Parish Council we would like to wish you all a very 
happy Christmas and New Year. 

Please contact me with any news or issues at: 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk. You can also phone the office on 
(01509) 891 299. Keep in touch on our Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/woodhouseparishcouncil/ 

Emma Crowe, Clerk to the Parish Council 

Charnwood Borough Council news 
Christmas message 2020 

As Mayor of Charnwood, I would like to bring to your attention details of the 
extraordinary work carried out by volunteers within our communities who 
give their time and talents to make Charnwood a great place to live. 

Along with the Mayoress, I visited the Charnwood Community Action Hub, 
to mark the delivery of the 10,000th food parcel. This campaign is a 
partnership with the Charnwood Borough Council, John Storer Charnwood, 
The Bridge East Midlands and other voluntary organisations. We were able 
to see, first-hand, how this initiative was helping people in need in our 
borough. At the time of the visit, the hub was delivering to around 600 
households each week. This is just one example of how organisations and 
volunteers have come together during this time of need. 

I believe we all appreciate the magnificent contribution that NHS staff have 
made during the pandemic. In these challenging times, it was so uplifting to 
clap NHS and key workers on Thursday evenings, for many weeks, to 
demonstrate our gratitude for their personal commitment during the height 
of the pandemic, sometimes at a risk to themselves. 

For many years now I have attended a Christmas lunch gathering, 
organised by local volunteers. This brought together people who would 
normally be on their own on Christmas Day. I am sure there are other 
events like this across the borough which have given companionship and 
good food on this special day. This may not be able to happen this year. 
Therefore, please look out for your elderly neighbours who live on their own, 
as it can be a very lonely time for them over the festive period. 

Since becoming the Mayor of Charnwood in June 2020, it has been a 
difficult time for us all. Turning my thoughts to Christmas, I write this 
message without knowing what restrictions will be in place. I do hope that 
we can all, in some way, be together, even if by virtual technology. The 
Mayoress and I hope for a brighter future for us all, throughout next year 
and beyond. Take care and stay safe. 

David Snartt, Mayor of Charnwood 
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News in brief 
Flu vaccinations 

An article in October’s Roundabout magazine suggested that it is best to 
have a flu vaccination with a doctor at a surgery because they have the 
patient's medical records. 

I would like to offer my point of view and belief that community pharmacists 
have been providing a comprehensive flu jab service (NHS and private) for 
many years. They are highly trained professionals and provide an excellent 
service. Pharmacists are also able to access medical records, with a 
patient’s consent, via the Summary Care Records. Public Health England 
encourages pharmacists and doctors to work together and support each 
other in vaccinating as many patients as possible each year. 

The service offered by pharmacists was initiated because, in a 
pharmacy, there is often no need to make an appointment. The opportunity 
to ‘drop in’ for a flu jab often appeals to people who are working or, for 
whatever reason, find it difficult to attend a GP surgery. 

Cheryl McGreevy 

Online wildlife talks in the comfort of your own home 

The Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust (LRWT) has put 
together an exciting and informative programme of wildlife and 
nature-themed talks which are accessible online in the comfort of 
your own home. This programme replaces the monthly local 
group meetings and is a great way to find out more about nature, 
as well as to stay in touch with your local Wildlife Trust group. 

The talks are held via Zoom and details of the talks, how to support LRWT 
and how to book them can be found at: www.lrwt.org.uk/online-talks. 
(See ‘What’s on’) 

Linda Tomalin 

Butterfly border 

A butterfly border is the latest catering outlet to open in Woodhouse Eaves, 
offering free food to local butterflies and a range of other pollinators. 

The recently completed border, which runs alongside the path opposite the 
playground, is designed to offer year-round feeding opportunities. 
Containing a variety of plants and shrubs which flower at different times of 
the year, it will supply food continuously over the months when different 
species are active, and we will also be able to enjoy the resulting prolonged 
flowering period. 
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Although recently planted, the 
butterfly border should soon 
establish itself and brighten up the 
pathway from Main Street to King 
George V playing fields. In time, the 
plants will fill out and compete with 
each other for space, providing 
habitats for other insects which 
enjoy less tended areas. 

While out and about in Woodhouse 
Eaves, watch out for the arrival in 
spring of the first flowers in the 
border, and spend a few moments 
observing their accompanying 
butterflies and other insects going 
about their activities. 

We would also like to thank Frank Toone of Goscote Nurseries for 
his generous support of this project. 

Cathy Schou, Kate Moore and Maggie Morland, 
Woodhouse Parish Tree and Heritage Wardens 

Remembrance Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance in Woodhouse this year was not forgotten. Our brave 
soldiers were honoured by the laying of individual poppy wreaths 
throughout the morning by Les Pole on behalf of the parish council, and by 
the Royal British Legion 'Y' Services branch, Royal Signals Loughborough 
and Royal Signals Intelligence Unit Headquarters. 

A wreath was also laid by Bob Sims, whose mother, Sybil Hardie, worked as 
a wireless interceptor ‘listener’ at wartime Beaumanor Hall. 

Reverend Lisa Temperley-Barnes 

Volunteers planting the butterfly border 



12 Roundabout  December 2020/January 2021  

St Paul’s Church of England Primary School 

As I write this, we look back on a very different autumn term and look 
forward to a Christmas season which we are striving to make as normal as 
possible. 

We were not able to celebrate our usual Harvest Festival in St Paul’s 
Church, which was very sad. However, our school council did not want The 
Bridge (the Loughborough charity that we usually support at harvest time) to 
be without vital donations, as they support the homeless and families in 
danger of becoming homeless. The school council children devised a 
sponsored taste event that children could do at home. Children could be 
sponsored by family and friends to taste something new or to try something 
that they would not usually choose. School set up a Just Giving page so 
that no cash needed to be handled. 

As an extra incentive, a target was set of £200 (approximately £1 per child) 
and, if the children reached that target, the teachers would have to try their 
‘food horrors’. If a higher target of £500 was reached, the Chair of 
Governors, Mr Phillips, and I would have to try our food horrors. 

The first target was passed easily, much to the teachers’ alarm, but Mr 
Phillips and I thought we were safe - however, it was not long before that 
target was passed too! The teachers had to taste such ‘horrors’ as twiglets, 
pineapple and beetroot. Mr Phillips had to eat marzipan, washed down with 
cherry cola, and I had to eat grapefruit. In the end, £844 was raised. Many 
thanks to all the families who got involved. We were featured on East 
Midlands Today’s ‘Make a Difference’ slot, with Mel Coles. 

Remembrance was marked with a silence and 
the children painted poppies on pebbles. These 
were put in the grounds of St Paul’s Church, 
ready for Remembrance Sunday and Armistice 
Day. 
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As we approach the festive season, we are determined that our children 
should experience all the exciting and special events that would normally 
take place at school. The only difference is that they will all happen in 
separate class ‘bubbles’ and parents will watch virtually, rather than coming 
into school. Santa will still be visiting, giving the children a wave from the 
doorways and, importantly, leaving a sack of presents behind!  

We will still put on a Year 2 nativity-based Christmas concert and Reception 
and Year 1 will present a Christmas tableau, in two halves, with traditional 
and modern carols and songs. Our Year 6 class will lead a Christingle 
service, with other classes taking part virtually and Years 3, 4 and 5 will 
present a carol concert with bible readings. 

Let us hope that the new year brings hope that normality is getting closer. 

With our best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, from Mrs Gilchrist 
and the children, staff and governors of St Paul’s Church of England 
Primary School. 

Mrs Lisa Gilchrist, Headteacher 
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Ever green 

It is decking out time again, at least according to the Christmas carol, when 
we are supposed to go out and scour the local supermarket and countryside 
for various green plants which we then proceed to hang all over our living 
rooms. Twigs of holly, lengths of ivy, not forgetting the mistletoe! The 
question is, why do we do it? 

According to legend, holly leaves are supposed to have made up the crown 
of thorns which Christ wore, and the red berries are said to represent drops 
of his blood. The holly we are familiar with is an evergreen, but some hollies 
are deciduous, shedding their leaves in autumn and growing new ones in 
the spring. In fact, there are about 480 different species of holly, some of 
which are trees, some shrubs and some creepers. 

There is a multitude of different species of ivy. The ivy we know is usually 
the one with green leaves that inhabits our gardens and drives us mad just 
trying to get rid of it, as it is a creeper. The plant fans out over the ground 
until it can find something to climb along or up. It is generally thought that it 
clings to trees and fence posts and does not act as a parasite, so the 
damage it does is purely due to the additional weight it imposes on its 
support. Due to the length of the plant, it was useful to hang along walls; 
now it is sometimes replaced by paper chains. Why do we, or did we, hang 
ivy up at Christmas? According to ancient legend, ivy drove evil spirits out of 
the house, which would be useful if any were in residence. Another theory 
suggests that, because it will cling to dead trees, it represents eternal life. 

Mistletoe is different – it is parasitic. Some species are totally parasitic, and 
live within the host. Others, like the one we are familiar with, are partially 
parasitic as they grow leaves and do photosynthesise. Mistletoe was, in 
times gone by, believed to represent male fertility; perhaps this explains the 
habit of ‘kissing under the mistletoe’. History does not tell us of any other 
custom that may be associated with this. The first mention of kissing under 
the mistletoe that has been traced was in a theatre musical from 1784. 
What is known is that the Romans regarded mistletoe as a sign of peace, 
whilst the Druids looked on it as a good luck charm. 

What all these natural decorations have in common is that they are all 
evergreens. In our climate of cold winters, perhaps they all represent life 
after death, which is the belief of several religions and the hope of many. 

Dr Duncan McNeil 
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Thank you from the WHE Plastic Free Group 

We would like to thank everyone who 
has contributed to the initiative to make 
Woodhouse parish a Surfers Against 
Sewage Plastic Free Village.  We have 
come a long way in a year, with three 

business champions, a successful litter pick and 
hundreds, if not thousands, of crisp packets being 
Terracycle-recycled. We really hope 2021 will see all 
contributors accredited for this hard work. 

A Morsbag project for the winter 

If you fancy dusting off the sewing machine this winter, 
we have Morsbag kits ready for you to create. 
You will receive pre-cut material and instructions. The finished bags 
can either be used as Christmas presents or given back to us for 
the GiveAway we are planning in the spring. 

New year’s resolutions to last a year 

Often we make a resolution on the first of January and by the mid-month it 
is forgotten. This year, why not plan to make one change a month that 
would lead your household to reduce its plastic consumption and become a 
little more environmentally friendly? 

A great idea is to consider 12 items you use regularly that you feel you 
could swap, and make a list. By choosing only one item a month it will 
become more manageable and, by planning the whole year from January, 
you could start making plans for the trickier items, which you may want to 
delay until later in the year. Month by month you will build up momentum 
until making plastic-free choices may be your natural choice. Decide what is 
achievable for you as a family, on your current budget, that is relevant to 
your household.  
You could plan out your calendar for the year. Here are some ideas to start 
you off: 

January – Stop using single-use wipes. These last forever, block our 
drains and litter our streets. 

February - Recycle your ‘un-recyclable’ items by collecting for the 
monthly Terracycle collection. (www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/terracycle-
with-us) 

March – Take your own containers to Johnson’s the butcher, a 
supermarket, Loughborough market or a plastic-free shop. 

Ian Waterland of Knead 

Good Bread, with his 

business champion 

award. 
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April – Invest in a quality Coffee to Go cup or reusable water bottle 
and use it. 

May – Choose a couple of items of fruit or vegetables that you could 
buy plastic-free; for example, jacket potatoes, carrots, apples and 
bananas.  

June – Research bamboo toothbrushes that would suit you and buy 
one for each family member, ready for when they need them.   

July – Choose a couple of items from your cupboard that could be 
bought in glass jars or tins, instead of plastic; for example, sweetcorn 
and mayonnaise.  

August – Invest in good quality Tupperware or beeswax wraps, and 
ditch the cling film.  

September – Make your own vinegar cleaning spray for cleaning the 
house.  

October – Swap to a flannel and hankie, rather than a plastic scrubbie 
and disposable packs of tissues.  

November – Make your lunch to take to work, to avoid the throwaway 
packaging of salads and sandwiches. 

December – Buy brown recyclable paper to wrap presents and 
decorate with reusable ribbon and stampers. 

For more swap ideas, visit www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/swaps-to-make 

Gemma Andrews, wheplasticfree@hotmail.com 

 

 

http://www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/swaps-to-make
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Recovery and a Christmas squash 

Well, you may be thinking that a squash is more to do with October harvest 
festival and Hallowe’en pumpkins, or maybe the alcoholic version of orange 
squash, with spiced rum? You may be right, but my Christmas squash is a 
lovely memory of nearly two years ago, when I enjoyed a chaotic but 
wonderful Boxing Day. 

I had had a knee replacement operation at the beginning of December 2018 
and was struggling to get up and go, as you must do, gradually, on crutches. 
However, that winter was the beginning of the village being dug up in order to 
replace old gas pipes. My route to exercise was fraught with obstacles – 
gaping holes fenced around and sandbags festooning the pavements. The 
temperatures dropped and icy pavements were added to the equation, as well 
as the added adventure of living on a hill, as I tried to manoeuvre myself and 
my two crutches around the wartime barricades and red-and-white fencing. 
Red and white, the colours of blood and bandages at the barbers, where they 
used to pull teeth… 

Most of the time, twice a day, I won the battle of remaining upright, after a few 
near-slips and stumbles. As my recovery progressed, I became more daring 
when down to one crutch, and incorporated walking our lovely greyhound, 
Sophie. This seemed like a good idea at the time, as I did not want to keep 
asking family and friends to walk her. The first time I ventured out with Sophie, 
I was understandably nervous. What if she saw a squirrel in the oak trees on 
the green? Usually she freezes, transforms into a Dobermann, stretching tall, 
her ears sharpening into triangles. Would she charge at the creature, pulling 
me over? I was fortunate – she was a good nurse, like Nana in Peter Pan, and 
walked slowly by my side. My confidence grew and each day we walked a 
little further, until I could manage ‘round the block’. 

On Christmas Eve, I was wrapping the family’s remaining presents, sitting 
on the edge of the bed, turning the same way each time to wrap and stick. 

A wonderful Hallowe'en display in the village. Spooky milk bottles. 
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After an hour, I realised that I had hurt my back with this ‘extreme present 
wrapping’, which did not help my road to recovery at all. At nine o’clock a 
friend rang to invite us to the pub - how could we refuse? It was hard to get 
comfortable on pub furniture, with a sore back and mending knee, but we 
had a lovely time. I invited our friends, who were down from Scotland, 
spontaneously, for a buffet lunch on Boxing Day. 

Christmas Day came and went happily, energetically then slothfully with 
family at home, including our busy little grandson. Our smallish lounge was 
a bit of a squash with six adults, a toddler and large dog, but we managed. 
My husband and I retired to the kitchen for space and peace, later on. 

Early on Boxing Day morning, I entertained our grandson with toys and 
Pingu, while others slept. I felt less disabled by my knee and back, ready for 
the day ahead. At one o’clock, our friends and their family arrived – all 
seven of them. It was great to see them all, but very crowded – our merry 
band now totalling 15 adults, a toddler and a greyhound. The floor was 
covered in extra chairs and bodies, and I tried to launch myself across 
everyone, on crutches, to help with lunch – dodging dog legs, human legs 
and presents. Some of us meandered into the kitchen, to make more space, 
but it was hard to keep away from the hub of comfy chairs and chatter in the 
lounge. Precariously laden Christmas paper plates travelled between 

rooms, glasses filled and emptied, 
toes trodden on and presents 
exchanged. 

Looking back, the spontaneous 
invitation to friends and the squash 
and noise of it all was just wonderful. 
I lost count of how many people I 
accidentally prodded with my 
crutches but they all survived – 
injuries numbed, no doubt, with 
mulled wine! Pre-planning is always 
sensible but, obviously, more 
predictable. The somewhat 
uncomfortable experience of 
recovering from an operation before, 
during and after Christmas was 
dulled, thanks to the comfort of being 
cosy with family on Christmas Day 
and having the company of good 
friends on Boxing Day.  

Jill Craig 
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Why did I have to play Herod? 

 
Why did I have to play Herod  
In the school nativity play? 

I wish I’d been cast as a wise man  
Or a donkey, asleep in the hay; 
A stable, a star and a baby - 

Each year it was much the same thing, 
With carolling angels and shepherds 

Plus one grisly, bad-tempered king. 
 

You’d think that I should have been happy  
‘Cos the dressing-up bit was quite fun, 
And it meant we could skive out of lessons,  
The maths test and cross-country run. 
By rehearsing for weeks before Christmas 

We’d all learn our words off by heart 
But first there were all the auditions  
To decide who would get every part. 
 

The donkey’s part sounded a doddle 

He didn’t have anything to say 

But I got an allergic reaction  
When asked to lie down on the hay! 
So I thought I might shine as an angel  
And fly in with wings, on a wire. 
But Miss said I wasn’t angelic enough 

And she wanted a kid from the choir. 
 

The innkeeper only said one thing,  
‘Get out of my pub,’ was the line. 
I thought I could say it with feeling 

Yet Miss said that the part wasn’t mine. 
One Christmas I asked to play Joseph,  
A great leading role, you’ll agree. 
But chickenpox cut short my debut 
So Billy took over from me. 
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I thought I’d be great as a shepherd  
I could wear my Dad’s old dressing gown  
Topped off with a tea-towel headdress 

Tied on with some old rope, dyed brown 

But Miss said I looked a bit ‘pasty’ 
And thought I’d look good in a beard 

So perhaps I’d prefer a sit down part. 
I thought at the time, this sounds weird. 
 

I quite liked the sound of ‘a wise man’ 
And riding a camel through town. 
With some rosewater in a posh bottle 

Perhaps I’d look cool in a crown. 
But it wasn’t a wise man she wanted  
Or bangles and smellies from Boots, 
She said, ‘There’s another king needed 

I think that’s the part that best suits.’ 
 

Each year, on my throne, I’d sit scowling 

Then all the three kings would appear - 

When they left the stage, I’d fly into a rage 

And frighten the crowd with my spear. 
Then after a pause, instead of applause, 
The reaction I got really threw me - 

As I ordered my hordes to gather their swords 

The audience started to boo me. 
 

Miss said it was fine, and to just carry on 

As I seemed to know what I was doing  
‘Just remember to shout and belt it right out, 
Cos it’s better, the louder the booing.’ 
Now in Panto I play Abanazar 

Though Scrooge is my special forté 

All because I was asked to play Herod  
In the school nativity play. 

Mark Temple 
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Christmas songs and carols 

Each letter below, in songs and carols 1 – 20, stands for the first letter of a 
word of a Christmas song or carol. For example, AWGMOO turns out to be 
As with gladness, men of old. Some are easier than others – see how many 
you can guess. 

Answers can be found on page 27. 

1. DTKIC 
2. GRYMG 
3. HTHAS 
4. ISTS 
5. AWGMOO 
6. WIAWW 
7. IBTLALLC 
8. IWICBCE 
9. FTONY 
10. TLDB 

11. LTC 
12. FTS 
13. HYAMLC 
14. MAW 
15. LISLISLIS 
16. RATCT 
17. RTRNR 
18. AIWFCAMTFT 
19. DDMOH 
20. DTH 

Mark Temple 
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December and January in the cottage garden 

In December the garden is stripped bare. Brown is the dominant colour, 
rendering the flowerbeds a kind of sepia photograph of their summer glory. 
The only remedy is to add as much green as possible to your winter garden 
– there is nothing more uplifting on a grey, cold, winter day than an 
evergreen hedge, an enduring structure of green that holds the garden 
together until spring breathes life into it once more. Evergreen shrubs are a 
must for the winter garden, often adding their own little sparkle of life in the 
form of flowers or scent. A good example is, of course, Sarcococca, or 
sweet box, having white flowers, followed by red berries.  

December, if I am honest, is the worst month for the gardener. The 
combination of short days and inclement weather keeps me imprisoned 
indoors for more days than I am outside. There are, however, those rare 
days when, for the briefest of moments, the winter weather seems to take a 
pause and I might venture out. Then, as the old year dies and the new is 
ushered in, I tentatively step out into the garden once more. There are signs 
in January if you care to look: shoots just breaking the surface, tiny buds 
appearing, life beginning to stir. It’s not much, but it is a start. 

A Christmas tradition 

Thinking about the importance to my 
own wellbeing of being able to see 
greenery during the winter months, I 
wonder if there is a link between this 
and the traditional importance 
attached to bringing evergreens into 
the house during the festive period. 
There are customs and folklore 
attached to many evergreen plants 
found in our gardens and the 
countryside, but maybe just the act of 
bringing some of that enduring colour 
into our homes during the darkest of 
days sustains us in ways passed 
down over centuries. Here are some 
festive evergreens you probably have 
heard of: 

Evergreen plants such as holly, ivy 
and mistletoe were originally used in 
pre-Christian times to help celebrate  
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the Winter Solstice, ward off evil spirits and to celebrate new growth. 
Christianity has attached its own meanings to the evergreens we bring into 
our house. The leaves of ivy are thought to symbolise eternity and 
resurrection. Holly, often referred to as Christ’s thorn, is commonly used as 
a Christmas decoration, particularly in wreaths, and the berries were 
thought to symbolise Christ’s blood, shed on the cross. Holly and ivy are 
often linked together at Christmas time, holly (male) representing Christ and 
ivy (female) the Virgin Mary. 

Wearing a wreath of laurel on the head in the festive period has, for 
centuries, been thought to symbolise success and victory and, in 
Christianity, represents the victory of God over the Devil. Fir trees 
(commonly used for Christmas trees) and yew trees are evergreen and 
signify everlasting life with God. Rosemary has been connected to the 
Virgin Mary as it was thought to be her favourite plant. Sometimes called 
the friendship plant, rosemary was said to protect you from evil spirits. 

Pagans thought that mistletoe gave people protection and was useful in 
love, as a bestowal of life and fertility. English and Welsh farmers would 
give the Christmas bunch of mistletoe to the first cow that calved in the New 
Year, in order to bring luck to the entire herd. Huge fires of evergreen logs 
were burnt by Druids during the winter solstice to draw back the sun. As a 
Christian custom, the yule log had to be gathered from your own land or 
from a neighbour’s wood, brought home on Christmas Eve and laid on the 
fire. Once alight, it had to be kept burning for at least twelve hours and, as it 
burnt, people would often gather round and tell Christmas ghost stories and 
other traditional tales. The evergreen yule log was seen as a symbol of 
stored life and the returning sun. 

Many of us now use synthetic decorations at Christmas time, not least to 
reduce waste by reusing them. However, as almost all of us will have some 
evergreen plants in our gardens, bring a selection of them inside and enjoy 
the sense of sustainability and ongoing life they bring, whatever your 
beliefs. It may even be nice to attach your own significance to a particular 
plant; a belief, memory or tradition that can then be renewed year after year.  

Please note: Caution is to be taken when bringing greenery indoors that has 
berries attached, in case young children or pets eat them. Some berries are 
poisonous. 

Jo Poultney 
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How well do you know your village? 

The theme for this month’s pictures is ‘Entrances’. All these things are on, 
or near, the front door of places on Main Street and Maplewell Road. Do 
you know where they are? The answers can be found on the back cover. 

Stella Blay 

 

 

 

 

  

Picture 1 Picture 2 

Picture 3 Picture 4 
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Answers to ‘Christmas songs and carols’ page 22 
1. DTKIC   Do they know it’s Christmas 
2. GRYMG  God rest ye merry gentlemen 
3. HTHAS   Hark the herald angels sing 
4. ISTS   I saw three ships 
5. AWGMOO   As with gladness men of old 
6. WIAWW  Walking in a winter wonderland 
7. IBTLALLC   It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
8. IWICBCE  I wish it could be Christmas everyday  
9. FTONY   Fairy tale of New York 
10. TLDB   The little drummer boy 
11. LTC   Lonely this Christmas 
12. FTS   Frosty the snowman 
13. HYAMLC  Have yourself a merry little Christmas 
14. MAW   Mistletoe and wine 
15. LISLISLIS  Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow 
16. RATCT  Rocking around the Christmas tree 
17. RTRNR  Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer 
18. AIWFCIMTFT All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth 
19. DDMOH  Ding dong merrily on high 
20. DTH   Deck the halls 
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Codeword 

A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by 
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are 
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even 
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help 
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson). 
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The last word 

Christmas jokes you may find in 
a cracker! 

Q: How much did Santa pay for his 
sleigh? 

A: Nothing – it was on the house. 
 

Q: What did the angry snowman 
say to the carrot? 

A: “Get out of my face!” 

 

Q: What do you get if you eat 
Christmas decorations? 

A: Tinselitis. 
 

Q: How did Scrooge win the football 
game? 

A: The Ghost of Christmas passed. 
 

Q: Why did Santa have to go to 
hospital? 

A: Because of his poor elf. 
 

Q: Why are Christmas trees so bad 
at sewing? 

A: They are always dropping 
needles. 
 

Q: What does Santa do when his 
elves misbehave? 

A: He gives them the sack. 
 

Q: What is Santa’s favourite pizza? 

A: One that’s deep pan, crisp and 
even. 
 

Q: What do you get when you cross 
a snowman and a vampire? 

A: Frostbite. 
 

Q: What kind of motorbike does 
Santa ride? 

A: A Holly Davidson. 
 

Q: Why did the turkey join a band? 

A: Because it had drumsticks. 
 

Q: What is a reindeer’s favourite 
singer? 

A: Beyonsleigh. 
 

Q: Why did Mrs Claus insist Santa 
take an umbrella? 

A: Because of the rain, dear. 
 

Q: What do you call an elf who has 
won the lottery? 

A: Welfy. 
 

Q: What is one of the best presents 
you can give and receive? 

A: A broken drum – because you 
can’t beat it. 
 

The only Christmas present that I 
got was a deck of sticky cards. I find 
that very hard to deal with. 
 

I bought my son a fridge for 
Christmas. I can’t wait to see his 
face light up when he opens it. 
 

My Christmas jumper kept picking 
up static electricity. I took it back 
and exchanged it – free of charge. 
 

https://spana.org/uncategorised/bes
t-christmas-jokes-all-time/ 
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Contributions to Roundabout 

We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do 
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s 
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words. 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although 
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome. 

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note 
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details 
and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not 
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and 
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below. 

Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may 
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event.  We 
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted. 

Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the 
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

 

 

Codeword answers 

 



 

What’s on in December and January 

 

Check for more local event details on these websites: 
    www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
    www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers to ‘How well do you know your village?’ 
(page 26) 

 

Picture 1: Next door to The Home of Homemade. 

Picture 2: Across the road from The Curzon Arms. 

Picture 3: The door to the butcher’s. 

Picture 4: The gateway to St Paul’s Church. 

   December  

Mon 7th  

Dec 

6.45pm Woodhouse Parish Council meeting, 
contact Emma Crowe: (01509) 891 
299 

Virtual (Zoom 
call) 

Fri 11th 

Dec 

7.30pm LRWT talk by Dr Lambert: ‘The Atlantic 
grey seal in Britain’ 

Online: 
www.lrwt.org.uk

/online-talks 

Mon 14th 

Dec 

7.15pm Local history group: first talk on 
Zoom as a trial, ‘Stoneywell and the 
Gimson family’, lasting 1 hour. 
Contact mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk 

Zoom, send an 
email to get 
access codes 

http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
mailto:mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk

