


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and 
businesses and aims to keep everyone informed of anything that 
will affect our community.

Preference for publication is given to articles and adverts that meet 
the aims of Roundabout.

Roundabout avoids lending support for any socio-political cause.

Roundabout reserves the right to amend or omit any items 
submitted.

Roundabout apologises for any errors that might occur during 
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of  the community and 
published by the Editorial and Production Team comprising 
Eric Allsop, Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, Tony Lenney, Alison 
Littler, Rosemary May, Jon Palmer, Jeanette Silver, Cathrina 
Tierney-Reed.

Content editor this issue: Evelyn Brown.

Cover picture: Charlotte Bowler, St. Paul's School (age 6).

Desk top publishing (page layout): Richard Bowers.

Printing: TeamPrint, Loughborough.

Roundabout is supported by the Woodhouse Parish Council.

To contact us: Please see inside back cover.  Roundabout needs 
your input.

Distribution: If you know of any house or business in Woodhouse 
parish not receiving Roundabout, please let us know.
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SHOOSHOO BABY  present an evening of  Musical Cabaret
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall  Tuesday 11th December 2007 

7.30 p.m. 
Tickets £8/£6 concs from Woodhouse Eaves Post Office 

or call 01509 890721  (Families £20)
Cafe style seating - bring own refreshments 

Featuring the music of Kander and Ebb, Gershwin, Cole Porter, 
Harold Arlen and Irving Berlin  

‘Fabulous fun’ - Time Out     ‘Pick of the Week’ - The Independent.  

Want to know more? Visit their website to download clips: 
www.shooshoobaby.co.uk  

Get a group of friends together, bring a bottle of wine and 
have a great evening. 

This is a Centre Stage Production, a subsidised rural touring scheme for 
Leicestershire and Rutland. It is financially assisted by Leicestershire 

County Council and Charnwood Borough Council 



Editor’s note
I am delighted that the Roundabout Editorial and Production Team 
have taken me back, as a Content Editor, after seven months of 
absence in rural Northumberland and even more delighted that 
Alison Littler will be joining me as Co-editor. We will be editing 
alternate issues as did our predecessors, Cathrina Tierney-Reed 
and Graham Mabbitt, who have done a wonderful job over the past 
12 months. Although sad to lose them as editors, we are pleased 
that Cathrina will continue to be a member of the Team.
This double issue celebrates the very different achievements of 
two local residents (What a driver! and A visit to the Palace). If you 
know of anyone in the villages who has something to celebrate, or 
who has had an interesting life experience or job, please let us 
know so that we can ask if our roving reporter (Tony Lenney) might 
interview them. Remember that Roundabout is your village 
magazine and we want it to reflect what the villages are doing.
This issue also sees the last of the Recipes from the allotment and 
we owe a debt of gratitude to Richard Hopkins for supplying us 
with such a splendid variety of vegetable recipes month on month.

Evelyn Brown
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Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group invite you to our

Quiz Night
Saturday 26th January 2008  7.30pm - Village Hall
Tickets (adults only) are available at £8.50 per person.

Please enter as teams of 4 to 8 people.
Ticket price includes a ploughman’s supper and there will be 

a bar selling soft drinks, wine and beer.
To book places send monies, names and contact details to
David Wilkins, 32 Hill Rise, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8QX

no later than 31st Dec 2007.  (Make cheques payable to Woodhouse 
Eaves Scout Group.)

 All proceeds will go to the Scout Group 
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Do you need
a 

Maths Tutor
for yourself or a member of 

your family?

Experienced Maths teacher 
(30+ years in local High School)
offers patient and friendly 
coaching from Key Stage 1 

(year 1) through GCSE.
I can work in your own home 
in Woodhouse/ Woodhouse 

Eaves if required.
Please ring 890120



Parish Council news 
In the villages
Wall repairs are to be carried out to the flower beds opposite the 
Bull's Head which are maintained by the Parish Council under 
licence from the Highways Authority. The notice board at St Paul's 
War Memorial, urging people to respect the war dead, has also 
been taken down for repair.  If anyone knows who erected the 
board, or when, please let the Clerk know via 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

As the result of a new County regulation an electrician will be 
asked to fit lights to the Village Hall Christmas tree (to be donated 
kindly by Cllr Pole). From 1st December Jean Mawby (tel. 890995) 
will take bookings for the Village Hall Annexe, as well as the 
Village Hall. 

The Parish Council has agreed to pay the costs of reprinting the 
Village Directory, initiated by Eric Allsop and revised by Parish 
Plan Group volunteers. The directory is also online at 
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/info/weindex.htm 

On the roads
New road markings are to appear on Church Hill to help prevent 
more vehicles from going off the road on the bend and ‘Welcome 
to the National Forest' signs (paid for by the National Forest 
Company) are to be erected on each of the roads entering 
Woodhouse Eaves. Winter highways maintenance in partnership 
with farmers will provide 54 snow-ploughs across the County.

Next meetings – open to all 
See ‘What’s on locally’. Plans Committee 7.00 pm followed by full 
Council at 7.30 pm.  Minutes, agenda and dates are on the Council 
website, at the Village hall door or from the Clerk to the Council.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
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News in brief
Doctors’ surgery: Christmas and out of hours opening times
Over the Christmas period, the surgery will be open as normal with 
the exception of Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day 
when the surgery will be closed. During this holiday time, if you or 
someone you are with, becomes ill or has an accident, please try 
and ascertain how serious the situation is.

• If you think it’s an emergency (e.g. large loss of blood, 
suspected heart attack, unconsciousness, difficulty in 
breathing, severe reaction) phone 999.

• If the situation is not an emergency, and you want medical 
advice, phone NHS Direct on 0845 4647.

• If you think that you may need to see a doctor for urgent 
medical care on one of those days, or during normal out of 
hours times, phone 0845 045 0411. 

Tim Pattison

Our local deli
There has been something of a retail transformation in Woodhouse 
Eaves where we have lost our bridal shop at the bottom of 
Maplewell Road and gained a delicatessen. Sunita Goddard, who 
has lived in the village for about six years, opened up with her 
business partner, Louise Reyner, on October 16th. Their approach 
is to build from small beginnings to a more ambitious business 
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which will see the development as soon as practicable of the 
space upstairs. Here they hope to extend the range of goods sold 
and offer drinks, hot and cold, on a sit-down basis, though they do 
not plan to serve hot food. It is hoped to have a particular focus on 
local produce.
All readers are encouraged to pay a visit, sample what’s available, 
and be prepared to make suggestions as to what they might like 
to see offered for sale in the future.

Tony Lenney

Development of the Forest Rock Garage site
Plans have been submitted to demolish the old Chinese 
Restaurant and Forest Rock Garage on the corner of Church Hill 
and Meadow Road and to erect 12 dwellings plus a retail unit with 
flat above. A copy of the plans has been left in Oakwood 
Pharmacy for people to look at. The Pharmacy is open Mon – Fri, 
9.00 am – 6.00 pm (closes 1.00 pm Wednesday and 5.30 pm 
Saturday). The Parish Council will discuss the application on 
Monday 3 December (see ‘What’s on…’). If you send comments 
to Charnwood BC the Parish Council would be pleased to receive 
a copy, either via any Parish Council Member (list on the Village 
Hall door) or by email to the Clerk. To see the plans online, go to 
http://pap.charnwood.gov.uk/PAP/searchresult.asp?
appNumber=P/07/3066/2 

Clerk to the Parish Council
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ORCHIDS
The silver service of help in your home.

A personal service tailored to your needs.   Fully insured.
Shopping ... Cleaning ... Trips out for any reason ... Bed-making ... etc. etc.

No obligation free home consultancy.

Telephone: 01509 890823 Mobile: 07971 187 636
Email: orchids.ajb@tiscali.co.uk



A thank you from Jackie
I would like to thank Roundabout (November 2007) for printing the 
article about my family and myself taking part in the ‘Walk for Life’ 
in aid of Cancer Research UK. Sonja, Jacq and Esmé were also 
sponsored and raised a considerable sum of money for the charity, 
in addition to my £75.00. People of all ages are affected by cancer, 
so I hope that my story has encouraged other families to become 
involved in the race for life in order to raise funds for Cancer 
Research UK.

Jackie Checkland

‘Your glasses, please’ and ‘Knitting for the needy’
The total pairs of spectacles and sun-glasses for ‘Vision Aid 
Overseas’, donated by our villages, had risen to 588 by the end of 
November. Although some way short of our target of 1 000 pairs, 
on behalf of those who will benefit, may I thank everyone who 
contributed in any way.

On behalf of the Leicester Royal Infirmary Premature Baby Unit 
and other local charities, thank you to all the craftswomen who 
have given their time and expertise to donate numerous items for 
this worthwhile cause.

Eric Allsop
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Never underestimate the power of words
– whether it’s to persuade, inspire or challenge, sell, promote or 
explain, I can help you communicate your message effectively. 
I'm a linguistic housekeeper - polishing copy, sweeping away 
mistakes, buffing up newsletters and ironing out the creases in 
your website! 
Call me on 0779 397 2882 or email katie.kirk@ntlworld.com 
for more information.



Cold calling
A recent spate of complaints to police about the high-pressure sales 
techniques of doorstep sellers ‘cold calling’ or making telephone 
calls trying to sell security alarm systems has prompted police to 
issue advice to local people. Although not illegal, the tactics used 
may cause distress, especially to the vulnerable or elderly. It is 
important never to deal at the door with cold callers and only to deal 
with companies whose names you recognise.
If you have any concerns or complaints with regard to specific 
companies and their trading practices, contact Consumer Direct on 
0845 404 0506. For further advice on security contact your local 
Police Station or your local Crime Reduction Officer by contacting 
Leicestershire Constabulary on Leicester 0116 222 2222. 

Angela Fielding

Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group news
The Scout Group are looking to replace the old hut, which has 
looked a little tired and shabby for some time now. The Parish 
Council are reluctant to let us rebuild on the same site and so have 
encouraged us to look at a joint project with the Sports Group, 
redeveloping the sports pavilion and surrounding area. In the 
meantime we have to spend over £1 000 to replace the flat roof on 
the existing hut. In completing this repair and a few other jobs the 
Parish Council will allow us to stay there for another year or until we 
can get a new building.
We would like to thank the Horticultural Society very much for their 
kind and generous donation that allows us to purchase an additional 
mess tent. This is a very expensive item and will help improve the 
camping experience for our group for many years to come.
We will be hosting our third Quiz Night in the New Year so please try 
to get a team together and book early as this event is very popular. 
We raised nearly £600 at our last one so thank you for your 
continued support.

Phil Bolt - Group Chairman:  wescouts@rural-web.org
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What a driver!
In our September issue we featured an article from Ed Collins who 
had just returned from a successful cricket tour of the West Indies 
with his school. At about the time that particular edition was going 
to print, he turned in another performance which suggests he 
might have a golden touch in an entirely different sport. The story 
is as follows.

On August 24th, as the school holidays were drawing to a close, Ed 
took off with Matt, his cousin from Loughborough, for a day at 
Alton Towers where they enjoyed good weather, completed the 
theme park rides they had set out to sample and were on their way 
back to the car park with finances significantly depleted. They had 
reached the golfing competition feature run by HB Leisure, which 
challenges punters to tee-off and drive for a hole some 120 yards 
distant situated on an island in a lake.The reward for a hole-in-one 
is a brand new Peugeot 207. Ed still had £2.50 in his pocket so he 
invested in the cheapest challenge on offer: three balls for £2. He 
explained to me that the balls used are not the expensive dimpled 
beauties to be found on golf courses but plastic imitations of 
similar size but lighter weight. Whatever, a full swing with a 9 iron 
propelled the first on to the island on a perfect length but to the 
right of the flag. He adjusted his width accordingly and the second 
one, still on a perfect length, seemed to Ed to be very close 
indeed. He knew the ball had pitched just beyond the pin but 
wasn’t sure where the backspin had taken it. Matt, however, was 
confident it was in the hole, as was an excited young spectator 
standing nearby.

At this stage things became a little hectic and confused. Ed and his 
cousin reported back to the lady in the booth who takes the money 
that there might be a hole-in-one and she offered to take a boat 
out to the island and check. Meanwhile rumour had spread and a 
small crowd had gathered in expectation and before the boat set 
off a representative from HB Leisure arrived, presumably as a 
result of an alert from some electronic trigger system from the hole 
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on the island. Things were looking decidedly hopeful. All driving 
activity ceased whilst the boat chugged to the island and 
subsequently there were cheers all round from a crowd that had 
grown towards a hundred, as the ball was retrieved eventually 
from the hole. Ed, of course, still had one ball left and as the 
competition was resumed this was graciously entrusted to his 
cousin. Matt missed by a mile!

By now other dignitaries had arrived on 
the scene including the manager of 
Peugeot Stoke on Trent who, according to 
Ed, did not look particularly joyful, and 
preparations were made for an official 
photo-shoot. A phone call to his mother 
had already established that Ed would be 
home later than anticipated, but he had to 
endure further delay whilst a videotape of 
the day’s teeing-off drives was rewound 
and played back just to prove that 
everything was above board. Amazingly, 
Ed heard subsequently that another hole-
in-one was achieved only two hours later. 
Perhaps Alton Towers and HB Leisure 
need to consider lengthening their lake 
island drive.

Ed is disarmingly modest about his golfing achievement, 
describing himself as an occasional golfer at Beedles Lake, East 
Goscote, who has not yet bothered to get a handicap. He is also 
modest about his car-driving experience, having passed his test as 
recently as August 2nd this year after inheriting his grandmother’s 
low-mileage Clio. At the time of writing his prize has not yet been 
delivered and I reckon an appropriate cash offer from someone 
keen to own a brand new Peugeot 207 might prove acceptable to 
someone who hopes to be off to University next year when money 
will be more useful than a new car. But this article is not an advert!

Tony Lenney
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Focus on wildlife 
Our focus on wildlife comes from the Community Heritage Initiative 
(CHI), a project supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and 
Rutland County Council at Leicestershire County Council.

First contact with wildlife 
Too often people say that they can’t get involved in studying 
wildlife as they don’t know anything about it and haven‘t had any 
contact with nature since they brought items for the nature table at 
primary school. Many people, as children, collected objects linked 
to the natural world, such as shells from the beach, conkers or 
fossils. Often this love of nature is lost. A growing band of amateur 
naturalists in Leicestershire shows that this interest, sometimes 
forgotten in adolescence when other things take priority, is still 
within us.

Whenever the CHI team addresses groups one of the first slides 
we show is of a mallard duck. People look amazed thinking that 
because we work for a museum service we should be showing 
slides of rare beetles, or plants 
with long, complicated Latin 
names. We then ask them to 
think of their ‘first contact’ with 
nature and the memories 
associated with it. Usually it is 
of digging for worms in the 
garden, watching robins or 
feeding ducks. This first 
encounter is often held in fond 
memory and all sorts of tales 
of fascination with wildlife in 
childhood abound. Sometimes 
a member of the audience grew up somewhere exotic but normally 
it is the common wildlife that we still see today that has made the 
connection.
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The CHI is currently exploring what makes a naturalist and the 
photo (previous page) shows one of our helpers with some children 
taking part in a 'quadrat' activity, measuring numbers of wildlife 
species in a given area. We want to hear from people who still study 
wildlife and to find out what the formative experiences were that led 
to a life of loving and studying the natural world. If you have strong 
memories, please tell the CHI team about them along with details of 
what you are doing to record and help wildlife. Write to the 
Community Heritage Initiative, Holly Hayes Environment and 
Heritage Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Rd, Birstall, LE4 4DG, or 
email chi@leics.gov.uk  Further details of the Community Heritage 
Initiative and other natural history information can be found at 
www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife 

Helping wildlife in winter
By the time you read this, winter will have arrived and wildlife will 
be facing the struggle to look for food over the coming months. 
Bats and hedgehogs deal with winter by hibernating while animals 

such as snakes, frogs, toads 
and newts will hide away in logs, 
compost heaps, and old 
mammal burrows.

Some species of insects, such 
as butterflies, wasps and 
bumblebees, will also find 
somewhere secluded like a log 
or stone and stay there through 
winter.  Ladybirds will often 
spend winter in the corner of 
your garden shed, under door 
and window ledges or in leaf 
litter.

How can you help?
During any cold spells your 

Roundabout  December 2007/ January 2008 Page 14

mailto:chi@leics.gov.uk


supply of food can help save the lives of many of our birds.  Bird 
cake (see recipe below) is good because of the high fat content, as 
are unsalted peanuts. You can also feed kitchen scraps such as 
fat and suet, mild grated cheese, cooked potatoes and dried fruit to 
garden birds. If the weather becomes severe, try to put out food 
twice a day.

Don’t tidy your garden.  If you have a bonfire, remember to check 
the site first for hedgehogs and other small animals which may be 
using it as a winter retreat.  Many hedgehogs have perished as a 
result of lit bonfires. Leave log and leaf piles in the garden for the 
insects, toads, newts and slow worms. Don’t cut ivy or other winter 
fruit flowering plants as these also provide food for birds and 
insects.

Recipe for bird cake

1. Take 2 parts of peanuts (not salted), good quality seeds, 
oatmeal, cheese, currants and raisins.

2. Mix together with 1 part of 
melted suet or other fat.

3. Leave the mixture to set in 
a suitable container such as 
an empty yoghurt pot.

The yoghurt pot can then be 
hung from a bird table or tree 
where the birds can reach it. 
Alternatively tip the cake out 
onto your bird table.

If you are interested in helping 
record wildlife that visits your 
garden or local green spaces, 
contact the CHI (address and 
email above, or tel. 0116 267 
1377). 

Mandy Aletras, CHI
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SQUEAKY CLEAN

RELIABLE PROFESSIONAL 
CLEANERS

WE TAKE ON THE CHORES YOU 
DON’T HAVE TIME FOR

WEEKLY, FORTNIGHTLY, 
MONTHLY

CALL BERYL FOR QUOTE:
 0116 287 0209

MOBILE 0787 6687 938



A visit to the Palace
When he became the manager of the Woodhouse Imperial Football 
Club some 15 years ago, Woodhouse resident, Les Pole, little 
thought that it would lead him to Buckingham Palace. As a well-
deserved tribute to his long-standing contribution to the 
development of football in our villages, Les was awarded a 
prestigious ‘President’s Certificate’ by the National Playing Fields 
Association. The certificate was awarded to him in person by the 
NPFA President, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, at a ceremony in 
Buckingham Palace on 16th October.
Les was in two minds about going to 
London to receive the award, thinking 
he would be just one of several 
hundreds at a typical Buckingham 
Palace garden party. Happily his son, 
Mike, persuaded him to make the 
journey and instead Les found himself 
just one of four people honoured at the 
presentation. The awards were made 
in the room opening on to the famous 
balcony from which the Queen waves 
to crowds round the Victoria Memorial 
on state occasions.
While telling him about the way in 
which he has encouraged the 
involvement of Welbeck DSFC 
students in the Imperial FC, Les 
learned from the Duke that he had visited Woodhouse in his one-
time role as Commandant of Garat’s Hay. The British Show-Pony 
Association, of which Les is Treasurer, proved a second point of 
common interest between them.
Congratulations to Les for both his award and for the role he has 
played in ensuring that the Woodhouse Imperial team occupies a 
premier place among the football teams in the area.

Evelyn Brown
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Review of The Ghost Train
Picture a dark and rainy night some time in the 1920s and six 
travellers stranded in an isolated, cold, bleak and reputedly 
haunted station waiting-room somewhere in Cornwall, with no 
more trains until the morning. This is the setting for Arnold Ridley’s 
comedy thriller, The Ghost Train, the Beacon Players’ November 
2007 production. Tina Kashti’s excellent period set design 
established the appropriate atmosphere from the moment the 
curtain was raised and the lights were lowered.

To begin with the pace of action was too slow but this was the first 
night and the cast were clearly feeling their way in their parts with 
an audience. The arrival on stage of the delightfully bumbling 
Teddie Deakin (Bob Rankin) helped to move it along. As the 
performance proceeded the cast warmed and we were treated in 
Act 2 to a comical but convincing display of increasing inebriation 
as the elderly teetotal Miss Bourne (Gillian Blatherwick) downed a 
full hip-flask of ‘medicinal’ brandy.

The cast really came into its own in the climactic third act (where 
all is revealed!) as the electricity began to flow among them. 
Notable highlights were the arrival of the lugubrious and sinister 
‘Dr’ Sterling (Mark Temple) and the transformation of Julia Price 
(Meda Harrison) from neurotic clairvoyant to sexy and seductive 
gangster.

However, the stars of the performance were, firstly, Mick Swinfield 
as Stationmaster Saul Hodgkin, whose natural sense of timing, 
pacing and dynamics, as well as his west-country accent, lifted the 
tone and tempo another order of magnitude and, secondly, the 
magical audio-visual effects as the ‘ghost train’ thundered through 
the station.

All in all I spent a very enjoyable and entertaining evening and 
would recommend that anyone who has never seen the Beacon 
Players perform books a ticket for their next production.

Evelyn Brown
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The Local History Group
News of our meetings
Despite the sad and untimely death of our Chair, Jill Honisett, the 
Committee were able to organise speakers for our 2007/8 season, 
starting in September with ‘The History of Bradgate’ (Robert 
Gregory), a good follow-on from the previous season when the last 
talk was about Lady Jane Grey who, of course, lived at Bradgate 
Park. In October Diana Courteney showed us slides of ‘Curiosities 
of Leicestershire and Rutland’, of which there seem to be many – 
you only have to look around.

Our latest meeting on 12th November considered the history of 
‘Leicester’s First Railway’ (Norman Pilgrim), the Leicester and 
Swannington which opened in 1832. Built initially for the 
conveyance of cheap coal under the supervision of George 
Stephenson, himself, the line started at West Bridge, Leicester, 
passed through the mile-long Glenfield Tunnel and ended at the 

coal fields at Swannington.

The official opening was 
celebrated in style; invitations to 
important people, men in top 
hats and frock coats, ladies in 
best dresses and hats. With the 
band playing they set off seated 
in open coal trucks hauled by 
the latest locomotive, Comet, 
driven by George Stephenson, 
and headed for the Glenfield 
tunnel. Unfortunately the 
diameter of the tunnel was 
rather small and half way 
through the Comet’s tall 
chimney hit the roof, with smoke 
and soot flying everywhere. On 
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emerging from the tunnel the passengers’ finery was rather 
different to when they had entered. The train was stopped by the 
Rothley Brook so that they could try to clean themselves up for the 
rest of the journey.

As with many railways, the line did not survive the ‘Beeching cuts’ 
and so no longer exists. The tunnel is still there, although closed at 
both ends. It was offered to Leicester City Council several years 
ago for £5.00. The offer was declined.

For our December and January meetings, see ‘What’s on locally’. 
Note that Mike Coleman’s talk will consider the part played at 
Woodhouse in understanding Germany’s war-time ‘Enigma Code’.

Brian Axon

New image of the windmill
While going through the local 
history material that Jill 
Honisett collected over the 
years, I came across the 
glass-plate negative of this 
photograph. Despite the slight 
double-image, the result of 
the camera being knocked 
while the picture was being 
exposed, it shows the original 
windmill to good effect. The 
costumes of the people, and 
their ghost twins, around the 
mill (not discernable at this 
scale) indicate that the 
photograph was probably 
taken in the very late 19th C or 
the very early 20th C.

David Nicolle
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INSTANT
DIGITAL
PHOTOS

now available at

Oakwood
Pharmacy

Transform your images from 
CD, camera or mobile phone 

into instant quality prints 
on our in-store kiosk

01509 890520

FREE Public Talk

HYPNOSIS & NLP
(Neuro Linguistic Programming)

Woodhouse Eaves 
Village Hall

Tuesday 15th January 2008
7.30pm – 9.00pm

Speaker: David Rose 
Come along for a FREE 
evening of new insight. 

For More Information call 
David on: t: 01509-891301 

or m: 07900-967705



Bring back the Windmill?
Some months ago Roundabout invited 
comments on the idea of restoring the 
Woodhouse Eaves Windmill.  Such a 
project would have many effects on the 
village, good or bad depending on your 
viewpoint (sic). Here are some 
thoughts and ideas to fuel debate.

The old question: Why?
➢ To 'restore our heritage'? Actually there is precious little left to 

restore. It would be “new build” - but still educational.
➢ To make money? I suspect it would not.
➢ To draw attention to the area? It would, but do we want more? 

More visitors could result in the re-creation of cottage 
industries selling tea and buns, help local shops through 
increased souvenir sales – and create a demand for more car 
parking, food vendors on Broombriggs car park, an 
'Interpretive Centre' and all the other trappings of the tourist 
trail.

➢ To grind corn? Now that's an idea.

A new question: What?
Why reconstruct the 'old technology'? How about 
planting a modern wind-turbine in the centre of the 
stone circle instead?
Of course, there would be construction vehicles and 
plant up and down Mill Road and the hill itself, 
whatever was done. Then we might need to clear a lot more trees 
to get a free flow of wind. But then, the hill top was bare when the 
old windmill worked - it needed all the wind it could get.
Anyway, what do you think? Tell Roundabout.

Richard Bowers
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The last recipes from the allotment
Now the seasons are all but done,
The battles with bugs and birds are won,
And the final dishes in print are out, 
I end with – guess what? The Brussels sprout!

Prepare the sprouts by trimming the outside leaves and washing in 
cold water. Some people like to score a cross on the base of the 
stalk with a sharp knife to help the cooking.

1. Cut in half lengthways and cook al dente in boiling salted 
water. Drain well and then poach in butter with peeled 
sweet chestnuts until tender. Alternatively, substitute 
lardons [small cubes] of streaky bacon for the chestnuts. 
Sprinkle with freshly-ground black pepper and serve hot. 

2. Cook equal quantities of sprouts and small florets of either 
cauliflower or broccoli al dente. Strain and mix with cheese 
sauce. Sprinkle with white breadcrumbs and grated red 
cheese. Drizzle with garlic butter and bake in the oven until 
golden brown.

3. This is a dish from Eastern Europe. Slice an onion and 
sweat it in corn oil. Add trimmed sprouts and cover with 
ham stock. Add sliced German sausage. Pour the mixture 
into a casserole dish, cover and braise in a medium oven 
for about four hours. The dish will have changed colour and 
texture to a light brown purée. Serve hot in a soup bowl 
with crusty or rye bread. It looks grim but tastes good.

4. Trim and wash, drain and slice raw. Mix with sliced red 
peppers, tomatoes and button mushrooms, chopped black 
olives and spring onions or chives, and diced sun-dried 
tomatoes. Toss in a mixture of red-wine vinegar, soy sauce, 
hazelnut or walnut oil, crushed garlic, chilli flakes and black 
pepper. Serve either on its own or as a side salad with 
grilled sardines or cold smoked mackerel. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Richard Hopkins
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Contributions to Roundabout 
Send any material for Roundabout in one of the following ways:
By email:  roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 
By hand or post : Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 

45 Maplewell Road, 
Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG

Format: electronic copy is most useful – ‘Word’ documents if 
possible. We will accept legible hand writing too. Most articles are 
under 600 words and we think they should be!
Pictures are welcome. Digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 1.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally 
rests with Roundabout.
Content: the final decision rests with the editors. 
Adverts: brief notification of events in the ‘What's On’ schedule is 
free. Requests for further publicity, even for charities, will normally 
incur a charge per issue of £7.50 for a quarter page or £15.00 for a 
half page. Full page advertisements are not normally accepted, but 
this is negotiable.
Circulation: Roundabout is delivered using carefully selected 
volunteers to every address within the Parish boundary - just 
under 1 000 households and businesses, including all the 
surrounding farms. 

Roundabout  December 2007/ January 2008

Curtain Cottage
Luxury Bed & Breakfast accommodation

in self-contained cottage adjacent to Interiors showroom 
in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves

For further information

Tel  01509 891361   Email  BarkerID aol.com@



What's on locally in December & January
Please send ‘What’s on’ details to Eric Allsop: 890054, leave a 
note in the PO, or email roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

December 2007/ January 2008

Sat, 
Sun

1st, 
2nd

10.30-
5.00

Woodhouse Eaves Art Group Annual 
Exhibition

Village Hall

Mon 3rd 7.30 Parish Council (Plans Comm. 7.00) Village Hall

Tue 4th 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship:The Real 
St George (Canon Derek Buxton)

Village Hall

Mon 10th 7.30 Local History Group:Woodhouse 
Eaves, then and now (Brian Axon)

Methodist Church

Tue 11th 2.30 ShooShoo Baby Winter Wonderland
(Advert on page 2)

Village Hall: tel. 
890721 for info.    

Thur 20th 7.30 Women’s Institute: Members’ evening 
– prettiest parcel competition, value 
£3.00. Faith supper.

Village Hall

January 2008

Mon 7th 7.30 Parish Council (Plans Comm 7.00) Village Hall

Tue 8th 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship: Exploration 
into lighting for low vision (Peter 
Stone)

Village Hall

Mon 14th 7.30 Local History Group: Beaumanor 
Park & the ‘Y’ Services (Mike 
Coleman)

Methodist Church

Tue 15th 7.30 Free talk on Hypnosis & NLP (David 
Rose)  (Advert on page 22)

Village Hall

Wed 16th 7.30 Women’s Institute: Experiences as a 
Mayor & Councillor (Mr Jones, former 
Mayor of Charnwood)

Village Hall

Sat 26th 7.30 Scouts Quiz Night (Ad. on page 3) Village Hall

See also the electronic diary for Woodhouse and Woodhouse 
Eaves at  http://www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/diary/


