


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to keep 
everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid lending support (in 
the form of articles) to any social, political or religious causes, and we reserve the right 
to amend or omit any items submitted. The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for local 
businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising events. Brief 
notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try to make 
amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see inside the 
back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the Editorial and 
Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, Tony Lenney, Alison 
Littler, Rosemary May and Grahame Sibson.
Content editor (December/January): Evelyn Brown
Cover picture: Sam Coles, Maplewell Hall School
Advertising manager: Grahame Sibson
Distribution: Tony Lenney 
Desk top publishing (page layout): Richard Bowers
Printing: TeamPrint, Loughborough
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within the parish 
boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, including all the surrounding 
farms. Please let us know if any house or business in Woodhouse Parish is not 
receiving Roundabout, or if you can help out with deliveries.
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Woodhouses Fellowship

Invite you to a talk on

Farming Today
by Richard Reynolds - 

local farmer & interesting speaker

Questions answered at the end of talk

Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall,
7:30pm, Tuesday 2nd December

Charge for non-members is £2.50.

Everyone is welcome

Meetings normally take place on the 
first Tuesday of each month from 

September to April



Editor’s note
The Christmas issue of Roundabout has a distinctly ‘green’ flavour as we 
look at how a house in Mill Road has been built, maximising energy 
efficiency and minimising adverse impacts on the environment. 
Environmental issues are also in the minds of the children of St Paul’s 
School as they explore how we can all, in simple ways, adopt more eco-
friendly lifestyles. And then there’s the report in ‘News in brief’ of the 
‘Charnwood 2026’ exhibition in which we learn of the borough’s aim that the 
proposed two large new-home developments for Charnwood should be 
carbon-neutral so that they do not add to the problems of global warming.
We have also included a table of classes and groups in the village for those 
who are interested in taking up a new activity in 2009. Please let us know if 
you spot any inaccuracies. The table is set as a centre-page spread so that 
it is easy to pull out and keep for reference.
It is appropriate that at the end of one year and the beginning of the next we 
have a whole-community issue with contributions at one end of the age 
range from the children of St Paul’s (and our cover design from a Maplewell 
Hall School pupil), and at the other our profile of John Trost, who must be 
one of the oldest residents in the parish. 
Finally, we wish all of our readers a very happy Christmas and hope that the 
happiness will continue throughout 2009.

Evelyn Brown

Parish Council news
Crime
Crime remains low in the parish but police and Charnwood Borough Council 
urge you to leave lights on when you go out in the evening, to watch over 
any livery premises and to lock any sheds on allotments. Across 
Charnwood, burglaries have risen slightly; anti-social behaviour is being 
tackled throughout the borough. 

Traffic speed
Our local Beat Manager, PC Green, has been checking speeding since the 
Community Speed Watch ended and has issued a number of tickets to 
recent offenders.
The Council responded to the Highways Department ideas for reducing 
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speeds on Church Hill and School Lane, taking account of suggestions from 
residents in each village. Highways suggest a chevron on the Church Hill 
bend and a new bend sign outside the church, and road markings and a 
new bend sign on School Lane. Council was not optimistic about how 
effective these changes would be.

Environment issues
Bridleways & footpaths – K57 and K15 diversions: proposed diversions at 
Pocket Gate Cottage and Hangingstone Farm may go ahead. The first was 
approved by Leicestershire County Council but further consultation will take 
place when the official Diversion Order is made – measurements have 
changed since the last submission. The second involves a new route that 
will be no less convenient than the original.
Wind turbine approved: Charnwood officers approved an application for an 
18m high wind turbine approximately a kilometre (two-thirds of a mile) up 
Vicary Lane in Old Woodhouse, to help power a house. After 25 years it will 
have to be removed ‘in the interests of the visual amenity of the site and the 
surrounding area’. The reasons for this particular clause are not clear. 

Village Hall floor
A professional surveyor has explored the return of a problem with the floor 
of the Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall along the divider line where a ridge 
appeared. This also happened in 1994 and much work was done then to 
reduce damp underneath. The Council was advised to observe it for a few 
months as it might get better on its own. If not, work may have to be done to 
it again.

Business matters
Following successful internal and external audits, the Statement of 
Accounts is now posted inside the Village Hall. A draft Village Hall Business 
Plan was submitted to help Council to maximise the potential of the hall and 
annexe. This might mean looking for extra lettings to increase income and 
offset costs. The Parish Council will discuss the Plan at future meetings.

Next Parish Council meetings
Mondays 1st December, 5th January and 2nd February, all in the Village 
Hall from 7.00pm for planning matters and 7.30pm for full council. All 
meetings are open to the public and agenda are on the door and on the 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
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News in brief
Charnwood 2026: planning for the next generation
The Charnwood Borough planning officer’s proposals for 10,000 new 
homes required by the government were on display at an exhibition in 
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall on the 30th October. They show a 
preference for two large developments linked to existing urban centres 
rather than distributed all over Charnwood. 
The two areas favoured from 11 considered are firstly, land west of 
Loughborough and north of Garendon Park (potential for around 3500 
homes) and secondly, land to the east of Thurmaston (potential for about 
5000 homes). Woodhouse Eaves and Woodhouse are low down in the 
hierarchy of settlements. As such, Woodhouse Eaves (with some local 
services and facilities) is unlikely to be earmarked for more than 9 homes, 
and Woodhouse for none.  
Because of the need to reduce global warming new building regulations will 
require new-builds to be zero carbon-rated by 2016. The full consultation 
document shows that there are opportunities for renewable and low carbon 
energy generation associated with the proposed locations for growth. These 
include wind power, small-scale hydro-electric power projects and the use 
of what is known as ‘dry biomass’. This is woody waste generated, for 
example, from woodland and forestry concerns, and from gardens and park 
maintenance. These opportunities justify zero carbon development for the 
two proposed urban extension locations in advance of the 2016 building 
regulations.   
Copies of the housing proposals are available at the post office and 
pharmacy, and all parish councillors have copies. Alternatively you can view 
the full consultation document at: www.charnwood.gov.uk/charnwood2026 
The closing date for comments is 5th December.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council, and Evelyn Brown
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The October Area Forum
The Area Forum for Bradgate, Rothley, Mountsorrel and Birstall received 
presentations on the Charnwood 2026 Core Strategy (see ‘Charnwood 
2026: planning for the next generation’, above) and issues to do with 
potential flooding in the area. Charnwood Borough’s aim is to link up flood 
wardens, of which there are 13, with Neighbourhood Watch so that flash 
floods can be acted upon swiftly when they occur. The flood wardens will 
identify potential flood hazards. There are 43 critical areas in the county and 
Charnwood is host to over half of these. 
There are two types of flooding – from rivers and from overloaded drains. 
Climate change and past development of urban areas are both enhancing 
the threat of river flooding. Since last summer’s floods a new system is 
emerging of severe weather warnings, including snowfall and high winds, 
and exceptional rainfall alerts. The alerts system is being trialled at the 
moment. The aim is to improve public warnings of flood risk and to 
encourage all households to assess their own property for flood risk.
Parish councils are seen as vital partners, particularly in advising residents 
of what to do if they are flooded and also to provide assistance and care for 
those who are flooded, especially vulnerable residents and those in rural 
areas. 

Ann Irving

Getting to grips with geology
If you enjoyed the Roundabout series on the geology of Charnwood this 
year (May to October issues) then you will be interested to learn that a free 
publication encouraging members of the public to become ‘rock detectives’ 
and explore the geological heritage of Leicestershire and Rutland is being 
offered by Leicestershire County Council’s Community Heritage Initiative 
(CHI).
A colourful booklet, entitled ‘Building Blocks’, celebrates and explains the 
diverse and distinctive role of geology in shaping the character and 
individuality of our built environment, and gives invaluable information on 
everything from rock identification to where you can see different rock types 
in Leicestershire and Rutland. The two counties have a wealth of different 
rock types, from the ancient rocks of Charnwood Forest to the limestone of 
the east laid down when the area was under a tropical sea. 
For a free copy of the ‘Building Blocks’ booklet or further information, please 
contact the Community Heritage Initiative at Leicestershire County Council, 
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Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicestershire, LE4 4DG, tel. 0116 
267 1377 or e-mail chi@leics.gov.uk.  Further details of the Community 
Heritage Initiative and other natural history information can be found at 
www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.  Further information on the geology of 
Leicestershire and Rutland is available on the RIGS (Regionally Important 
Geological Sites) website at www.leics.gov.uk/rigs-home

Community Heritage Initiative

Leicester on ice
Some of the younger residents of our villages have been hankering after 
opportunities for ice skating. They will be delighted to hear that an ice rink 
will be coming to Leicester for a six-week session from Saturday 22nd 
November to Sunday 4th January (except Christmas Day). To find out more 
about this venture visit the website at www.leicesteronice.com

Ed.

A plea to young people from Charlotte
Come to Woodhouse Youth Club on Wednesday nights at 6.30pm–8.30pm 
in the Village Hall Annexe! We play games and make exciting stuff for 
people to enjoy! Not only do we play games, we also take into account how 
to be safe and aware.

Charlotte Langley-Merritt
The Youth Club is available for all young people aged 11–19. [Ed.] 

Village quiz night
A very successful village quiz, which raised around £770 in aid of repairs to 
St Paul’s Church external fabric, was held at the Woodhouse Eaves Village 
Hall on Saturday 25th October under the auspices of quiz master, Jim 
Matthews. In all nearly 100 people took part in 18 teams, including our own 
team of four, the ‘Roundabout Desperados’. Your editor preferred the 
‘Roundabout Desperates’ but was out-voted. There were some ingenious 
team names such as ‘The Last Plaice’ (appropriate as a fish-’n-chip supper 
was included), ‘All the Beer, No Idea’ and ‘The Dave Clarke Six’ 
(presumably a nod to inflation since the 1960s!).
Jim’s selection of questions was far from easy so congratulations to the 
winning teams: 1st – ‘Seize the Doughnuts’ (Simpsons fans will understand 
the allusion), 2nd – ‘The Victorians’, a contingency from Victoria Road and 
3rd – ‘The Oligarchs’ from St Leonard’s Church, Swithland’. The quiz was 
followed by an auction with Richard Mollart acting as an able auctioneer.

Roundabout  Dec 2008 / Jan 2009 Page 9



The organisers would like to thank all those who helped to make the event a 
success, from the selling of tickets and setting up of tables to the frying of 
fish and chips and the clearing up afterwards. Especial thanks go to the 
local businesses and other supporters of St Paul’s for donating prizes for 
the quiz and raffle, and the auction lots. 

Evelyn Brown

Helping others
Thanks to the thought and effort by many in our area, this year we have 
been able to donate 542 pairs of our unwanted spectacles and sunglasses 
to the Vision Aid Overseas Charity. Our gifts are now on their way overseas 
to help those with eye problems who are less fortunate than ourselves. 
Many thanks to you all.
Once again our small group of needlewomen has made a great effort this 
autumn by making parcels of 1ft x 2ft square blankets in response to a 
request from the Leicester Royal Infirmary Premature Baby Unit. Many 
thanks to all who have helped in any way with this project.

Eric Allsop
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The greening of a house
New build houses in Woodhouse Eaves are not common and so the house 
we built on Mill Road has attracted a lot of attention. There are eco-
arguments about whether or not we 
should have demolished the original 
bungalow. It was not our intention to 
build a new house. Rather, we wanted 
to give the existing building a facelift 
and to extend it, bringing the whole 
house up to date with much more 
insulation and to make it energy 
efficient. As it turned out, professional 
advice was to start again. ‘It’s not easy 
being green’, as the saying goes. The 
key for us was to be as green as 
possible as well as practical, and the 
house is designed to be energy efficient as well as environmentally friendly. 
So on sunny and on rainy days, I feel rich!

Energy efficiency
Insulation pays for itself very quickly. There are two 100mm thick walls of 
Aircrete (light-weight thermally insulating blocks), with 100mm of mineral 
wool (similar to fibre-glass) wedged in between. Internally the plasterboard 
finishing surfaces have a 28mm layer of polystyrene bonded to the back. 
With the external rendering, the overall wall thickness is just over 350mm. 
There is also a total of 175mm of insulation under the floor, and 370mm in 
the attic.

Solar heating
The solar panels, with 80% efficiency (i.e. they convert 80% of the solar 
energy they receive into heat energy), were intended primarily to heat water
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but it was not very expensive to increase the panel size so that surplus 
heat could be dumped into the floor. We have used a thermal store (in 
practice a tall hot water tank) to take in heat from the solar panels and 
from a high-efficiency gas boiler. This heat is then distributed as hot 
water, with any surplus heat being directed to the under-floor pipes. On 
sunny days we also get direct heating of the stone floor through the 
large windows to the south-west and, to a lesser extent, the south-east 
(‘passive solar gain’). We had to compromise on the window size as 
larger windows also reduce the thermal insulation of the whole wall. 
Wood-burning stove
A 5kW wood-burning stove in the lounge provides heat for the in-
between months. If it is -2°C outside and +18°C inside, we have 
calculated that we need only 9kW of heat, so the stove provides a lot of 
this for even the coldest of days. Warm air is also ducted from the 
lounge ceiling to colder parts of the house. As the house is fairly air 
tight, drafts are reduced and heat is kept in.

Environmentally friendly
We wanted to use timber from managed resources when the roof 
structure was built. We achieved this aim, only the timber came from 
managed forests – in Sweden!
All new-build houses now have to take care 
of rainwater on-site. We chose, therefore, 
to install a rainwater-harvesting system (a 
partially submerged, 4800 litre container 
nearly 2m in height, which pumps water to 
a tank in the attic and serves the toilets and 
the washing machine. In case we run out of 
rainwater, ordinary tap water can top up 
the tank. We have also tried to conserve 
and improve wildlife habitats and corridors 
on the site, but that is another story!

Future developments
Other possible projects in the pipeline 
include a whole-house ventilation system to extract stale air and replace 
it with fresh air, pre-heated by the exhausted stale air. We are also 
considering installing photovoltaic (electric) solar panels, but they are 
expensive and not all that efficient. Return on investment (ROI) is only 
one consideration, though. After all, think about the ROI of a car…!

Bertil Schou 
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St Paul’s School goes eco-friendly
The Year 3 children of St Paul’s School 
have also been thinking about how we 
might develop a more eco-friendly life-
style. Eleanor and George tell us: ‘St 
Paul’s C of E Primary School would like 
to try to achieve the Eco School Award. 
The Eco School Award is an achievement 
for schools that are eco-friendly. We 
would like to win this because we would be presented with a green flag. In 
order to achieve this we will need to: stop littering, stop wasting paper, plant 
more trees, use buses and trains to get to school to save petrol, recycle.’

A healthy environment
Esme and Hannah say that ‘you should always try to keep the environment 
healthy’ and so add: ‘you should not pick wild flowers and please don’t pull 
on trees or branches, look after all the animals’. They also agree ‘try not to 
drop litter, for transport use a bus or a bicycle’.  
Daniel M. supports some ‘ideas to save energy’ involving transport that will 
‘help St Paul’s win the Eco Schools Award: you can walk to school instead 
of using a car. You can use your bicycle instead of travelling by car. You 
can start to use buses and trains to get around instead of cars.’
Joshua feels there are other possible energy-saving measures. He states: 
‘There are many ways of saving power. To help St Paul’s School become 
an Eco School we need to think about these things: please turn out lights 
when you leave the room, open the blinds for light, wear a jumper to keep 
warm. As well, people can use electricity produced from solar panels or 
wind farms.’
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Recycling 
Esme and Hannah focus on recycling: ‘by recycling you can save lots of 
different resources. It also helps the environment by saving trees and 
energy. Recycling stops batteries and machines from being used so much 
because some factories pollute the air and water. There are lots of bits and 
bobs you can recycle like paper and card which save trees. Recycling 
plastic saves energy like oil. You can also recycle cans and tins because 
they are crushed and can be re-used. Glass bottles are melted down and 
then re-used. Some food can be composted but only use organic [raw] 
foods like potato and carrot peelings, and old cabbage leaves. If you put 
your compost on your garden, you can grow lots of vegetables. It will save 
using peat compost.’ 

Year 3, St Paul’s School, illustrated by Maddie
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Roundabout – rubbish or relish?
Our article in the November Roundabout in which we questioned the value 
of the magazine to the villages in the light of the poor attendance at the 
October Open Meeting has evoked feedback from our readers. I’m 
delighted to say that all of it has been positive and we thank those who 
responded for their heartening words.
Penny Harding comments: ‘In response to Evelyn Brown’s article about the 
Open Meeting, we just wanted to reassure you how much we enjoy your 
magazine, and I am sure we are not alone. You produce such interesting 
articles and we so appreciate the effort that goes into it, even if we do not 
feel we can offer to be part of the team.’
Penny is not alone. Sue Thorne adds: ‘please don't worry, we think 
Roundabout is wonderful and would hate to be without it. So we thank you 
all for the hard work you put in. We think of Roundabout as the glue for the 
village.’
Stephen Lowsley’s response shows that it is not only older readers who 
take an interest in Roundabout: ‘you suggest that by and large people don’t 
read the magazine but consign it to the recycle bin as soon as it drops on 
the doormat. I don’t believe this is the case and we certainly look forward to 
its arrival (my son Rhys, aged 14 actually manages to drag himself away 
from the play station to have a read!!). I’m sure that the lack of attendance 
[at the meeting] must have been a bit frustrating, but please be assured that 
your considerable efforts are very much appreciated. Keep up the good 
work.’

Ed.

John Trost – from POW to graduate
John Trost is a long-standing member of the Woodhouse Eaves community 
and recently he told me his story. Meeting John around the time of 
Armistice Day turned out to be fortunate as it enabled us to go back to his 
experiences in World War II when, as a member of the Territorial Army, he 
was called up into the Leicestershire Yeomanry at the outset in September 
1939. Subsequently he followed a five-month officer training programme at 
Catterick and later rose to the rank of Acting Captain in the Royal Artillery 
where he found himself on the invasion of Sicily in 1943. 
Here his luck ran out when, as a ‘Forward Observation Officer’, he was 
captured by the Germans and confined in a range of prisoner of war camps 

Roundabout  Dec 2008 / Jan 2009 Page 19



in Italy and Germany until the war ended when he was repatriated in May 
1945, weighing about seven stone (normally he was over twelve). Service 
continued for John when he was seconded to the Royal Ordnance Corps, 
which involved over a year based in local Leicestershire depots.

From Tonbridge School to Loughborough graduate
War has provided significant milestones for John Trost, who was born in 
South London just as the First World War came to a close in 1918. His 
father had come to this country towards the end of the previous century 
from Germany at a time of economic depression when many Germans 
sought a better life elsewhere. 
After Tonbridge School, in Kent, John spent a year in a commercial high 
school in Switzerland and then, largely because a friend of his father was in 
close touch with Herbert Schofield at Loughborough College, he enrolled on 
a diploma course in chemical technology at the College. Very recently he 
has received a visit from the Director of Alumni at Loughborough University 
to be told that as next year is the centenary of the founding of 
Loughborough College (precursor to the University), he, and all other 
diploma holders, will be awarded an honorary degree, well merited 
recognition of the length of study required to achieve a diploma. In John’s 
case this involved a five-year course: two years completed before World 
War II and three afterwards.

A varied working career
John was 31 years old before he took up his first job working at Bostik in 
Leicester, an off-shoot of the British United Shoe Machinery Company 
(which provided a mischievous alternative interpretation of the acronym 
BUSMC, adopted by some workers as ‘Bosses’ Useless Sons Made 
Comfortable!’). Here he worked for over 20 years becoming export sales 
manager, a post that enabled him to travel widely and visit some 47 
countries across the globe. 
In 1971 Bostik underwent severe staff reductions and John was one of over 
50 employees who lost their jobs. However, two interesting career moves 
followed. He worked for five years as Field Officer in Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire for the Country Landowners Association, and then from 1976 to 
1981 he moved to Rolls Royce and Associates in Derby where he ran their 
travel office – a significant post in an international hi-tech company that 
designed the power systems for nuclear submarines, necessitating regular 
globetrotting for a range of staff. John was responsible for making all their 
travel arrangements world-wide.

Page 20 Roundabout  Dec 2008 / Jan 2009



Renovating and developing Church Farm
Before we retired for a pub lunch, I was given a quick tour of his home, 
Church Farm. John bought the property at an auction at the Curzon in 1962 
for £3700, a price that included three acres of farmland and a whole range 
of outbuildings, including large barn, stables and pig pens. It was all part of 
the Beaumanor Estate, the deeds of which, along with much of the Herrick 
family archive, were destroyed in air-raids in London in World War II. 
Evidence suggests that the original farmhouse dates from around 1720. 
John described the property as a complete wreck when he, his wife and two 
daughters moved in. The first task was to make it weather proof and vandal 
proof. Over the years, thanks not least to his late wife’s botanical expertise, 
they created a splendid garden with an emphasis on fruit trees (I came 
away with a bagful of Bramley apples), vegetables and roses, and planted 
some unusual trees around the perimeter of the large field. In the past the 
field had been rented for animal grazing but it is now simply a wild flower 
meadow cropped annually for hay. 
As I left, John told me that next year, aged 91, he will have to renew his 
driving licence again: I doubt the authorities would dare turn him down 
in the year of 
his honorary 
graduation.                                                                              Tony Lenney
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Managing Beacon Hill
The Beacon Hill Country Park is, arguably, the parish’s most desirable 
asset and so how it is managed will be of interest to us all. With this in mind, 
on Wednesday 29th October representatives from the Parish Council and 
Roundabout, and the parish tree warden met with the Senior Ranger, the 
County’s Country Park Manager and other representatives from the 
County’s environmental services, for a tour of the lower slopes of Beacon 
Hill and a discussion about its present and future management.
The maintenance and development of Beacon Hill Country Park are of 
particular importance because it is designated a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) by English Nature. As such, any plans for its future must be 
compatible with English Nature’s guidelines while enhancing both the 
existing habitats and amenity value of Beacon Hill.

Beacon Hill and diversity
At present the higher parts of Beacon Hill are mainly heath, maintained as 
such through grazing by picturesque longhorn cattle, specifically chosen 
because of their hardy self-sufficiency combined with a docile temperament. 
The lower slopes are mainly woodland with a few small patches of heath. In 
between is a transition zone of managed, regenerating birch scrub, which 
provides a nesting ground for heathland birds. The scrub is grazed by 
sheep under the protective guardianship of two alpacas, who will spit at and 
box the ears with their front hooves of any dogs foolish enough to come too 
close.

Woodland, scrub and heath each have their own characteristic fauna and 
flora. For example, the open, dry and warm conditions of the heath provide
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the ideal habitat for various reptiles and insects, and also ground-nesting 
birds such as the tree pipits which are now thriving on top of Beacon Hill. 
Heath is particularly precious because it is a relatively rare commodity in 
England. For this reason there are plans to extend a small patch, not far 
from the car park, by clearing trees from the adjacent spinney. 

Why is human intervention necessary?
If Beacon Hill were left to itself, devoid of human management, then over 
the decades it would evolve to a state of natural woodland vegetation. In the 
midlands the native tree species that should dominate would be oak and 
birch with hazel and rowan in the understorey, i.e. the layer of vegetation 
beneath the main forest canopy. Eventually the birch would decline, shaded 
out by the oaks, and so the scenic variety and the biodiversity that make 
Beacon Hill so attractive would be lost.
However, some of the trees with which we are familiar on Beacon Hill, such 
as scots pine, beech and sycamore (some of which occur in the spinney to 
be cleared), are not native to the midlands and may oust those species that 
are. Effective management means restoring wooded areas to their native 
profile while recognising that larger, old and mature non-native trees are 
worthy of protection because they are small ecosystems in their own right, 
supporting a wide range of insects, birds and fungi. 

Generating a woodland economy
Restoring woodland or heath environments 
means, inevitably, the removal of some trees, 
but this can be a productive consequence if it 
can be coupled with the generation of a 
woodland economy, working sustainably with 
the harvested wood. With this in mind, the 
rekindling of interest in country wood crafts is 
being encouraged. Anyone who visited the 
National Wood Fair on top of Beacon Hill at 
the end of August will have seen 
demonstrations of various wood crafts and 
some of the products on sale. Most of the 
large chainsaw wood-sculptures dotted along 
the main paths of Beacon Hill, such as the 
‘green man’ with his hair and beard of 
intricately carved oak leaves are the outcomes 
of Wood Fair demonstrations.

Roundabout  Dec 2008 / Jan 2009 Page 25

The ‘green man’



What do you think?
If you have comments you would like to make about the proposed 
developments on Beacon Hill, please contact Roundabout in the usual way 
(see inside back cover) and we will forward them to the county’s Country 
Parks Manager, Rosemary Mills. If you would like to know more about 
Beacon Hill Country Park, go to www.leics.gov.uk and follow the links: A–Z 
of services (select C) → Country Parks General Information → Beacon Hill 
Country Park.  

Evelyn Brown

Tip that old computer?
Christmas is a time when many people may be treated to (or treat 
themselves to) a new computer. But what do you do with the old one? 
Charnwood’s civic amenity sites will take domestic computers, but is that 
the best option?

Could it be useful to anyone else?
Very likely, but there are a lot of second-hand computers about and if it 
came with Windows 98 or earlier it is probably not worth preparing for a 
second life. Even so, components such as memory modules or a DVD 
writer may be of interest to someone. A typical ‘XP’ computer won’t be any 
use with the latest computer games but word processing and internet 
browsing should be fine, so it could perhaps be used for homework or basic 
e-mail.

What about my stuff on it?
Normally, clearing out ‘dead’ programs and files is desirable but not straight 
forward. Deleting files and folders does not erase their contents on your 
hard disc – it just notes that the space can be reused. So wiping the disc 
and re-loading what is needed is often best (see box below).

If preparing a PC for a new life, rather than relying on (or reloading) 
Windows XP etc., it may be better to swap to Free and Open Source 
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Zapping a hard disc
A good way to really destroy data is to use ‘Darik’s Boot and Nuke’ – see 
http://dban.sourceforge.net/ – but note that ‘DBAN’ really will wipe all 
hard discs in your computer clean. Back up anything you need first.



Software (FOSS, see box below).  It could take a full day to get XP re-
loaded, your office software installed, all the security updates applied and 
anti-virus software etc. loaded whereas the equivalent with Ubuntu – 
www.ubuntu.com – may only take a couple of hours. If your hard disc has 
failed and you just want internet browsing and web-mail (Google mail, AOL, 
Hotmail etc.) then running your old computer from a live CD may suffice.

Linux distributions
The Linux operating system comes in various forms, or ‘distributions’ and 
Ubuntu (see above) is a popular one. Generally a CD image can be 
downloaded for free and used to perform an installation. It is reasonable 
either to pay a small fee for a pre-mastered CD, or even to make a donation 
to the project.

Live CDs
Many Linux distributions are available as ‘Live CDs’. You can boot (start up) 
your computer from one of these and try a live system – with web browsing, 
word processing etc. – without your hard disc being touched.  Performance 
is somewhat down but this is an easy way to try out Linux. 

Giving or getting
If you don't know who to give your old computer to you could try offering it 
on Loughborough Freecycle: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Loughborough_Freecycle/
If you want an old computer cleaned up and ready for Broadband use, 
consider Complete Wasters: www.completewasters.co.uk/computers/
or visit their shop in Sileby.

Richard Bowers
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What’s FOSS?
‘Free and Open Source Software’ comes in a variety of forms (see http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FOSS), but in general if you have a copy you can 
use it legally on any number of computers and also pass on copies to 
your friends. In this general category is ‘Linux’, the most common 
‘alternative’ operating system and ‘Open Office’, which will probably do all 
the word processing, calculations and presentations you want as well as 
handling files from better known office suites. See http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Linux and http://www.openoffice.org/
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Local History Group
Despite inclement weather a large audience attended the November 
meeting to hear Pam Drinkall tell us about the history of Beaumanor Hall 
and the Herrick family, of great interest locally as the Herricks once owned 
most of the land and properties in Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves.
Beaumanor is recorded as an estate and hall in 1277. Three halls have 
existed on the site, although old maps and field systems show that they 
were sited in slightly different positions. In 1524 King Henry VIII granted 
Beaumanor to Lord Grey, the Duke of Suffolk, and his wife – the parents of 
Lady Jane Grey, and in 1597 the Beaumanor estate was purchased by Sir 
William Herrick, a wealthy London goldsmith, following which it has been 
demolished and rebuilt twice, in 1726 and 1847. It was owned by the 
Herrick family until it was sold in 1946 to Leicestershire County Council.

Brian Axon
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Beacon Players present

Secondary Cause of Death by Peter Gordon*
Secondary Cause of Death is a comedy murder mystery and the sequel 
to the play we did in November 2004, Murdered to Death, by the same 
author. This new play is set in 1939, a few years on since the last affair, 
and the storm clouds are gathering over Europe. 
Having inherited Bagshot House, Colonel Charles Craddock has 
converted the property into a hotel for the discerning visitor. Soon, the 
bungling and inept Inspector Pratt arrives once again bearing grim news 
for the Colonel. But that’s just the beginning. Who is the strange Polish 
Count? Is Henrietta really an Army Captain? And where does the 
flamboyant thespian, Cardew Longfellow, fit into the picture? When Joan 
Maple’s sister, Cynthia, arrives to stage a murder mystery evening, it’s 
not long before Pratt’s visit turns into a chaotic nightmare as the bodies 
pile higher than ever.
Village Hall, Woodhouse Eaves, Thursday to Saturday, 29th to 31st 
January 2009. Tickets: £5.00 Thursday, £6.00 Friday/Saturday from the 
Post Office. Café Style seating – bring your own drinks and 
refreshments. 
For further information, contact Bob Rankin on (01509) 890 270.
*Presented by kind permission of Josef Weinberger Plays.



Page 30 Roundabout  Dec 2008 / Jan 2009



Contributions to Roundabout 
Content: we publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in 
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We accept advertisements 
from charities and/or other fund-raising organisations. We can also write up 
people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. Most articles 
are under 600 words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’ is most useful, although we accept hand-
written items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
Adverts: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free, but 
requests for further publicity, even for charities, will normally incur a charge 
per issue of £7.50 for a quarter page or £15.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted, but this is negotiable. Contact 
the advertising manager, Grahame Sibson, on (01509) 891 629 or via the 
methods listed at the bottom of the page.
What’s on: contact Eric Allsop on (01509) 890 054, or Roundabout at the 
address below.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.
Send any material for Roundabout by:
E-mail: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 45 Maplewell 
Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG.
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What’s on locally in December and January
December 2008

Mon 1st 7.00 & 
7.30

Parish Council Plans Committee
Parish Council meeting

Village Hall, 
all welcome

Tue 2nd 10.30 
to 
12.00 

Old Woodhouse Society: Christmas 
Coffee Morning with stalls and raffle

Woodhouse 
Community 
Room (opposite 
church)

Tue 2nd 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship: ‘Farming 
today’, Richard Reynolds

Village Hall

Wed 3rd 7.30 Bradgate Flower Club: ‘The joy of 
Christmas’ Lorena Dyer (visitors 
welcome)

Village Hall, 
£4.00 on door. 
Contact Jan, 
01530 450 685 

Thu 4th 12.30 Senior Citizens' Lunch: Christmas 
Dinner

Baptist Church

Mon 8th 7.30 Local History Group: ‘Christmas 
Victorian style’, Jo Carter

Methodist 
Church, contact 
(01509) 890 788

Wed 17th 7.30 Women’s Institute: ‘An old-fashioned 
Christmas’, Felicity Austin; competition 
– prettiest parcel

Village Hall

Sun 21st 6.00 Carols by candlelight Baptist Church

January 2009 
Mon 5th 7.00 & 

7.30
Parish Council Plans Committee
Parish Council meeting

Village Hall,
all welcome

Tue 6th 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship: ‘My journey 
to Woodhouse Eaves’, Bill Avery

Village Hall

Mon 12th 7.30 Local History Group: ‘Sheepy tales 
and other stories’, Barbara Hind

Methodist 
Church

Thu 
to 
Sat

29th 

to 
31st 

7.30 Beacon Players: Secondary Cause of 
Death by Peter Gordon (see advert 
p29)

Village Hall
£4.00 Thurs, 
£6.00 Fri & Sat

Looking ahead: Saturday 28th February, fund-raising disco for the Playtex 
Moonwalk (breast cancer), Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall. Tickets £12.00 from 
Post Office, to include a fish and chip supper.


