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Editorial policy 

Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors. 

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout. 

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue. 

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover. 

Management and production 

Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, Alison Littler, Rosemary 
May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson 

Content editor: Evelyn Brown 

Cover: Neil Robinson 

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland  

Desk-top publishing (page layout) (December/January): Andy Thomson 

Printing: TeamPrint, Loughborough 

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html 

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries. 
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Editor’s note 
This is the last Roundabout of the year and is a double one, so there will be 
no more local news and features until February. However, we finish the 
year with yet another bumper issue, thanks to yet more of your 
contributions, and an issue that once again reflects the breadth of age 
groups in the two villages. 

At one end of the spectrum we are delighted to have news from the Year 4 
children at St Paul’s School (p.19) and at the other end, to be able to report 
on John Trost’s successful graduation more than half a century after 
completing his studies (p.21). In between is the inspirational tale of Ian 
Thomson, who is teaching people in Malawi how to make guitars (p.15). 

Another year may have passed but some things seem never to change. 
Although some traffic-calming measures are in place or are anticipated at 
dangerous crossroads, we seem to be no nearer gaining permanent 
measures to control the speed of irresponsible drivers elsewhere in the 
parish, despite the evidence that this is a major problem for both 
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves (p.13).  

On a more positive note we have gained two new regular contributions this 
year – the garden tips slot (p.26) and reports from our heritage wardens 
(p.23). Roundabout would like to offer special thanks to the authors of these 
articles and to our other regular contributors for finding the time to send in 
their articles or news each month. We wish them and all our readers a very 
happy Christmas and an excellent start to 2010. 

Evelyn Brown 

 

Parish council news 
Traffic matters 

This autumn’s Community Speed Watch in Woodhouse Parish finished in 
mid-October, see full report on p.13. While speeding traffic continues to be 
a major issue, other traffic problems include parking on pavements. This is 
an offence if people cannot pass comfortably on the pavement and so if 
pavement parking is your normal practice, please leave enough room for 
pedestrians and also for mobility scooters or wheelchairs and people with 
pushchairs. 
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Accident-prone Roecliffe crossroads will soon join the Beacon crossroads in 
having measures to reduce the number of traffic incidents. The crossroads 
will have 40mph speed limits in place from all four directions, with 50mph 
limits further out along the approaches from Joe Moore’s Lane and Roecliffe 
Road. County Councillor David Snartt has helped to achieve these 
measures, which the parish council welcomes, while wanting to see that 
police are available to enforce them. 

Planning 

Applications approved include another 133 dwellings and associated 
garages, parking areas, roads and sewers, at the Grange Park estate on 
land between Manor Road, Loughborough, and Woodthorpe Road.  
Unconditional permission was granted for disabled members of Lingdale 
Golf Club, on Joe Moore's Lane, to use electric trolleys to cross the road to 
the other half of the course. 

Poppy wreath ceremonies 

St Paul’s and St Mary’s churches both report record attendances for the 
ceremonies and there were generous donations of over £500 to the Royal 
British Legion to support our Armed Service families. Thanks are due to 
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volunteer road-closure marshals, Linda Hunter and Fiona Moir, for their 
assistance. 

Crime 

Police reported fewer crimes this month but house burglaries still persist 
and residents are urged to take extra care with home security, especially 
with jewellery. You may have seen adverts for ‘cash for gold’ (see, also, 
‘News in brief’, November Roundabout).  

Following improvements in security by the financial backers for the derelict 
Bradgate Nursing Home development, there should be less vandalism, theft 
and general nuisance at the site. 

Flood and other serious risks 

Charnwood Borough Council officers ran an emergency planning session 
on 28th October at which parish councils were asked to consider planning 
for short-term emergency assistance for victims of fire, flood, accident or 
other major incidents. The borough would expect to send an emergency 
team to help out but a lot could be done locally in the first 24 hours. The 
parish council will form a team to develop an emergency plan and will keep 
you informed. 

Teenage games area opens 

The multi-use games area for young people, which can be used for 
basketball, netball, football, cricket and tennis, was officially opened on the 
16th November (see report on p.28). In the next few months the parish 
council hopes to erect a seating area and colour-coat the games area 
surface, which will then be marked out for some of the games. When 
everything is completed the council will hold a party to celebrate, to which 
the contractors (Allcourts Ltd of Quorn), the funders and young people in 
the parish will be invited. Look out for the announcements after Christmas. 

Village Hall improvements 

Almost everything the parish council requested has now been carried out. 
Most recently the stage curtains have been cleaned and re-fireproofed, 
drinking glasses have been provided in the kitchen and extra speakers are 
available for the sound system. Several recent users of the hall have 
commented on how well-equipped and attractive it is. The income from 
lettings helps to offset expenditure on council assets such as the playing 
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field, war memorial, buildings and the services for which we pay others, for 
example street lighting, litter bin emptying, verge and hedge cutting. 

Reporting problems over the winter 

Waste and cleansing (see November Roundabout): report problems directly 
to Charnwood Borough Council by email to 
cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk or by the direct phone line: (01509) 
634 563. The new waste contract (see November Roundabout) seems to be 
working well but it relies on you getting in touch when there are problems. 

Road problems: phone 0800 62 62 03 in office hours. If phoning during 
evenings and weekends, follow the instructions to link with a mobile phone 
number.   

Flooding: the Floodline number is 0845 988 1188. The Environment Agency 
website at www.environment-agency.gov.uk has maps showing the areas 
most at risk. The risk in Woodhouse Parish is mainly from overflowing 

drains, so please take care to sweep up and bag fallen leaves rather than 
allowing them to fill up gutters. 

King George’s Field charity 

The charity meets annually to approve accounts and discuss other relevant 
business. Some readers may be unaware that the playing field in 
Woodhouse Eaves, and everything that stands on the land, is included 
within the charity, which protects it from development so that it remains ‘in 
perpetuity’ for the people of the parish. Although this is good news for local 
people, it means a lot of work and also costs for the parish council as it 
absorbs income from council taxes thereby reducing the flexibility that other 
parish councils, who own less land and buildings, have to spend on other 
things. 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council 
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News in brief 
Cottage Surgery  

The Friends of the Surgery: the group would like to recruit an addition to 
their numbers to meet up with other members a few times a year, usually at 
lunchtimes from 1.00pm–2.00pm. If you live in Swithland, Woodhouse or 
Woodhouse Eaves and would like to help the surgery with feedback on 
services and improvements that might be made, please get in touch with 
the assistant practice manager, Jenny Bryan, on (01509) 890 747. 

Swine flu vaccinations: you can now be vaccinated against swine flu if you 
are in one of the most ‘at risk’ groups: 

1 Anyone over six-months old who already has asthma, diabetes, chronic 
heart disease, renal or liver disease 

2 All pregnant women 
3 Immuno-compromised patients and their household contacts. 

Children aged over six months and less than ten years, and immuno-
compromised people will have two injections at a minimum of three weeks 
apart. All others will have one injection. The Department of Health might 
authorise a second dose, later, for over 60s in an at-risk group. The surgery 
will tell you if this is to happen. Swine flu vaccinations can be given at the 
same time as those for the usual seasonal flu.  

You should let the surgery know if you have a history of severe anaphylactic 
reaction after taking egg-containing products. An alternative vaccination will 
be made available for you. 

The swine flu national hotlines are 0800 1 513 513 (for information) and 
0800 1 513 100 (for treatment). See also the national website at 
www.direct.gov.uk/pandemicflu 

Jenny Bryan 

 
Desperately seeking an editor 

Roundabout is still looking for a new editor to work with Evelyn Brown, 
producing alternate issues. If you can help, or know someone who can, but 
who is too shy to let Roundabout know, please let us know. Our contact details 
are at the bottom of p.3. 
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Rotary Club Halloween success 

Wicked witches and ghastly ghouls took over Woodhouse Eaves Village 
Hall on October 31st at a Rotary Club of Loughborough Beacon Halloween 
dance that raised £1300 for charity. Local band, ‘Auld Spyce’, provided a 
great atmosphere with a large number of band groupies dancing until 
midnight. An assortment of skeletons, corpses, draculas, spooks and so on, 
spiced up the evening still further, as they paraded to the band’s improvised 
‘Birdie Song’. 

 
Almost a hundred members and guests of the Club attended the ‘do’ and 
dug deep in their pockets. More than £800 was raised on the night from 
entry tickets and a raffle. This, together with a grant of £500 from Rotary, 
will be sent to several international causes, including the charity ‘Rebuilding 
Sri Lanka’ set up after the devastating effects of the Boxing Day tsunami in 
2004.  

Rod Quirighetti 

Beacon Hill natural play area 

Neil Rowbotham, President of the Rotary Club of Loughborough Beacon, 
writes to say:  

I note that in the November issue of Roundabout you have kindly 
mentioned the natural play area that is being created in the woods on 
Beacon Hill. We are delighted that the village welcomes this and hope that 
it will be a major asset to those visiting the country park with children. For 
the sake of accuracy, however, I must point out that the responsibility for 
the work lies with the Rotary Club of Loughborough Beacon and not our 
sister club in Loughborough. 

We hope that Neil and other Loughborough Beacon members will accept 
Roundabout’s apology for the confusion. 

Ed. 
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Calling all chess players 

A newly arrived resident of Woodhouse Eaves, who loves playing chess, 
would like to meet up with a few people keen to play informally, possibly at 
home or in a local pub, daytimes or evenings. If you are interested, please 
phone Derek on (01509) 891 205 or 0797 145 7938 to make arrangements. 

Ann Irving 

More on the oak tree 

The lament for the old oak tree in the October Roundabout has prompted 
John Thorne of Woodhouse Eaves to write to us, commenting that as a 
long-time resident of the village he also misses the tree. John wonders if he 
could help with producing a carving to commemorate the tree. He is a 
skilled amateur sculptor, with an appropriate diploma from the University of 
Leicester, who has worked in wood. John already has some ideas that he 
would like to discuss but first of all he needs a sizeable chunk of the oak 
wood with which to work – a piece at least a metre in length. Several people 
took wood away – does anyone still possess a suitable piece? If so, please 
let Roundabout know so that we can see if we can come to an agreement 
about its transfer to John. 

Ed. 

Tree warden vacancy 

Mrs Iris Brown, our parish tree warden for 27 years and one of the first in 
the country, has announced her retirement from this post (see November 
Roundabout). We now invite applications for her replacement. 

The National Tree Council founded the scheme for tree wardens, whose 
task is to help to conserve and enhance local trees and woods. Wardens 
are invited to comment on all planning applications involving tree works,  
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negotiate further planting with district and county council colleagues, and 
represent parish interests at any meetings of tree wardens across the 
county. 

If you are interested in filling this post, please apply to the parish council via 
the Clerk, by phone on (01509) 890 050 or by email to 
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk 

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council 

Charnwood teenagers influence change 

More than 60 teenagers from across Charnwood came together at the 
Charnwood Youth Conference in October to share their views to influence 
change and development within the borough. The event was organised by 
the Charnwood Youth Council, which is open to young people aged 13–19. 

The young participants looked at a host of issues that affect them and 
talked about some of the facilities they would like to see established. These 
included more leisure facilities as well as extra park benches and secure 
litter bins. The priorities the Youth Council agreed to take forward in 
2009/2010 included improved transport, tackling crime and safety, and 
more facilities for children and young people. 

If you are aged between 13 and 19 (or up to 25 if you have learning 
difficulties), you are committed to making the voice of young people count 
and you would like to find out more about working as part of this dynamic 
and influential group, contact Andrew Lake on (01509) 267 227. 

Charnwood Borough Council news release 

Community Speed Watch 2009 
The two-week Community Speed Watch ended 
on Sunday, 18th October, with 476 vehicles well 
in excess of speed limits being reported to the 
police, a figure showing little improvement over 
previous exercises. Thank you to all those who 
gave up their time to do shifts with the speed 
gun. 

The true scale of the problem in the parish is very 
much belied by the number of vehicles actually 
reported. The reasons for this are that monitoring 
took place during just three hours per day at only 

The speed gun in action 



14 Roundabout  December 2009/January 2010 
 

one of Beacon Road, Church Hill or Forest Road; vehicles were not 
reported unless they exceeded the speed limit by a certain (generous) 
margin; some vehicles managed to brake before they were ‘clocked’ and 
some escaped while another vehicle was being logged.  

The maximum speeds reported in each area were 51mph on Church Hill 
(30mph zone until past the ‘Wheatsheaf’, half a mile from where monitoring 
was taking place), 58mph on Beacon Road (40mph zone) and 70mph on 
Forest Road (30mph zone). 

Beacon Road, in particular, remains a problem as the low number of 
vehicles reported disguises the fact that almost all vehicles are exceeding 
the 40mph limit at around 44–45mph. Speed Watch volunteers agree that 
even a 40mph limit is too high for the road conditions on Beacon Road. In 
addition to warning letters sent out to those reported at the three Speed 
Watch sites, local police have been asked to follow up drivers travelling at 
very high speeds.  

First place for crassly irresponsible vehicular road-use goes to a group of 
trial-bike riders travelling towards Quorn at 53mph or more. When the bikers 
returned half an hour later one rider, although slowed by other traffic, 
revved his engine loudly and did ‘wheelies’ just 25 yards from a woman on  

The speed gun in action 
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horseback. We managed to record the registration number of one of the 
group (despite the biker’s efforts to conceal the number plates) and details 
have been sent to the police and County Hall, together with the comments 
of witnesses. Second place goes to the driver who was clocked at 70mph 
on Forest Road, accelerating and sounding his horn as he passed. 

Liz Randall 

Guitars, Africa and Woodhouse Eaves 
My name is Ian Thomson and in 2008 I came back to Woodhouse Eaves 
from Malawi where I had been working as a musician, music teacher, and 
radio DJ, linked to a local church in Blantyre for one year. My aim in coming 
back was simple but peculiar enough to spark interest; I wanted to set up a 
workshop in Malawi, building guitars. 

Mtengo Guitars 

Malawians, like most people I know, love 
music, and they love guitars. However, as the 
poorest nation on Earth (according to a 2008 
CIA report), there is little chance of rural 
Malawians having the opportunity to learn an 
instrument. Guitars are portable, relatively 
cheap to produce, and can be used both as 
accompaniment and to carry a melody. So why 
is there no-one in Malawi making them? As far 
as I was aware, there was no luthier living 
north of Johannesburg and south of Nairobi, so 
I decided to learn guitar-making and then to 
share my skills with woodworkers in Malawi. 

I found an apprenticeship with Mark Finney in Braunstone Frith, Leicester, 
and returned to the family house in Woodhouse Eaves in August 2008. 
Within ten months I had produced two guitars and an acoustic bass, was 
confident enough to begin building by myself and so made plans to return to 
Malawi. 

The first step was to name the project. I chose ‘Mtengo Guitars’ because 
‘mtengo’ is Chichewa for ‘tree’; the respect for wood (and sustainable 
sources of it) and the tree as a metaphor for growth and life, were part of 
the inspiration for the name. In Malawi, Mtengo Guitars is part of Kids’ 
World Malawi, an orphan-support project, and Mtengo will be apprenticing 
young men (and, potentially, women) who are graduating from orphan care 
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with Kids’ World. Mtengo will be not-for-profit, will resource the music 
community in Blantyre and environs, and will officially open in March 2010. 

Short-term outreach missions 
You may be wondering how a resident of Woodhouse Eaves ended up 
working in Malawi in the first place. I blame my friend, Sam Orr, whom I met 
at University in Cardiff. He had many contacts in Malawi and in 2006 set up 
a short-term mission team of students to run children’s programs and teach 
the Bible in Malawi. I agreed to accompany him because I was keen to find 
out more about development work abroad. That first short-term outreach 
mission (STORM) trip whetted my appetite and gave me enough contacts to 
arrange my year-long trip in 2007–2008. 

STORM has since grown to six short-term teams per year and is starting to 
think about expanding its work to other areas of Malawi and sub-Saharan 
Africa. I have been involved with STORM as their communications officer 
this year and would highly recommend it to anyone interested in taking a 
holiday that makes a difference, or would like to see for themselves 
situations like those that often feature on ‘Comic Relief’ television programs. 
If you would like to know more about STORM please email me at 
ianomore@yahoo.co.uk 

Ian Thomson 
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Local area forum 
This year’s local area forum for Bradgate, Rothley, Mountsorrel and Birstall 
took place on 26th October at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall. The main 
aim of the meeting was to gain consensus views from residents about how 
£20,000 of funding from ‘Leicestershire Together’, a partnership comprising 
local councils, the essential services and other groups, should be allocated 
to support local projects.  

To ensure a democratic consensus the forum was organised as a 
workshop. Small, mixed-participant groups worked with a facilitator to 
brainstorm projects that they would like to see funded, and then put forward 
their top three choices for consideration by the forum as a whole. 

In all, 15 projects were selected, with the proposers each given a strictly 
monitored and very brief time limit in which to explain why their projects 
merited funding and how they mapped onto one or more of three priorities: 
improving access to services, supporting and developing young people and 
making areas safer. Five of these were from Woodhouse Parish: the multi-
use games area (MUGA) in Woodhouse Eaves, mobile speed-warning 
signs, the setting up of a residents’ skills register as a facility for youth 
groups (from toddlers to teens), an enhanced evening and weekend bus 
service, and funding for a promotional gala event for the MUGA. 

Area delegates who were residents then assigned votes to each on a scale 
of 1–9 using hand-held electronic devices, akin to large mobile phones. 
They were then invited to select just three from the nine that had received 
the largest number of votes. Although both the games area and speed 
control signs were among the top four in this second vote, the games area 
will not go forward for further consideration as it already has funding in 
place from other sources. 

We anticipate that the decision on which projects will receive funding is 
likely to be announced at a later forum, probably in February 2010. 

Evelyn Brown 

Are you planning a local event? 

If you are planning to hold a non-commercial event in Woodhouse or 
Woodhouse Eaves, don’t forget to let Roundabout know. It will cost you 
nothing to have the details added to the ‘What’s on’ table on the back cover. 
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St Paul’s School Year 4 news 
Eco-school 

St Paul’s CE Primary School is an Eco-school and we have an action plan 
to make a much better environment in school. The year four mobile 
classroom was demolished during our half term and we have had builders 
in to build a brand new classroom which has been designed specifically for 
the new 4+ children. Mrs Hurst, our head teacher, is very proud of us all 
and our superb behaviour while the builders were working. The 4+ love their 
new classroom. Miss Jones, the 4+ teacher, has written down what each of 
the 4+ children think about their new classroom. Here is what one child 
said: ‘The colour is good, it’s lovely and big and…I love it!’ said Millie. Our 
school has been painted bright red, our school looks very smart.  
 

New 4+ classroom 

St Paul’s CE Primary School has been getting bigger since the summer! 
The builders have been working hard on the new 4+ classroom. During the 
half-term holiday the Year 4 mobile classroom was demolished. On the first 
day of the new half term the classes moved to their new classrooms and the 
4+ got the new classroom. Everyone was really excited to see the results of 
the builders’ hard work and it was a very thrilling day as the 4+ children 
explored their new classroom. The new building is a privilege for the school 
because the classroom is brand new and has stimulating new equipment. 
The 4+ have had lots of fun exploring their new class room using all the 
new equipment. The teachers are very pleased with the result. The 4+ are 
having great fun in their new classroom. 

The new Year 4+ classroom (drawing by Libby) 
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Big Switch Off 

This year, from 12th–18th October, St Paul’s CE Primary School took part 
in the ‘Big Switch Off’. This is a time when people try harder to save energy. 
The project was organised for schools and businesses in our local area by 
Charnwood Borough Council; other councils across the United Kingdom 
also took part. Our school made sure that it turned off electrical equipment 
when it wasn’t being used and the children from the school council kept a 
record of what had not been turned off. This helped us all to improve for the 
next day of the ‘Big Switch Off’. This reporter thinks that our school did well 
and the ‘Big Switch Off’ helps people to think about saving energy.           
 

Year 4, St Paul’s School 

‘Salutamus’ John Trost 
It is exactly one year since Roundabout featured John Trost and reported 
that at the age of 91 he would be receiving a degree from Loughborough 
University, in recognition of the length of study required to achieve his 
diploma back in the 1940s. We are happy to confirm that everything went 
according to plan and thus, ‘we salute’ him. The photograph on p.22 shows 
John with one of his two daughters, both of whom were with him on the 
occasion of the Centenary Graduation Celebrations on Saturday 18th July.  

It is no surprise that John looks so comfortable wearing a gown. He tells me 
that when he first arrived at the Loughborough College, in its pre-university 
days just before the Second World War, the Principal, Dr Herbert Schofield,  

In the school grounds (drawing by Charlotte) 
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                              insisted on all students wearing undergraduate gowns for  
                                  lectures and on special occasions, such as  
                                     processing to the Parish Church on College Sunday,  
                                        also wearing mortarboards. Dr Schofield was a  
                                          visionary principal for 35 years from 1915 and  
                                            when he retired, John, who had recently  
                                             completed his course and was living locally,  
                                             attended his commemorative retirement dinner. 

                                             The centenary celebrations required an early  
                                             start for those, like John, who were assigned to  
                                             the morning session. Registration and robing  
                                            preliminaries began at 8.30am, well before the  
                                           graduation ceremony itself which lasted for  
                                         three hours until around 1.00pm. An hour later  
                                       the afternoon graduates went through the same  
                                    ceremony. Although there was a choice for  
                                 graduates and their guests from two lunch sittings in  
                           the vast netball and badminton building, John and his 
daughters opted for the quieter and less crowded surroundings of our local 
‘Curzon Arms’. Clearly, it was a day well spent and one long to be 
remembered. 

Tony Lenney 

 
In September, as part of the Walk National Forest mission a 
short survey of five questions was conducted by knocking on 
virtually every door in Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves and 
Swithland to find out about people’s personal beliefs. There 
were 204 surveys completed with 74% of people saying they 
believed in some kind of God. 56% of people said they 
wanted to know God personally and 47% wanted to ask God 
why there is so much suffering in the world. We wanted to let 
you know the results and say thank you for the warm 
welcome that the team received. 
 
If you would like to know more about the survey, what happens in our 
churches or have any questions about Christianity at all, please make 
contact with one of your local churches via: Andy Thomson (Baptist) 
(01509) 890 572, Canon Anne Horton (Anglican) (01509) 891 163 or Gill 
Thompson (Methodist) (01509) 890 886. 
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Notes from your Heritage Wardens 
In this, our first full report, we are focusing on some of the wildlife that 
inhabits our villages and the surrounding countryside. As we head into 
winter the countryside around our villages may start to seem drab and grey, 
particularly on cold damp days. However, there is still a lot of wildlife to be 
seen and it is a good season of the year to observe birds, as they are not 
hidden by dense leaves.  

Resident birds 

Winter is the time to provide supplementary food for birds in your garden, 
both to keep them in condition over winter and to allow you to enjoy 
watching them. Regular visitors will include robins, blue, coal and great tits, 
blackbirds, greenfinches, dunnocks and sparrows. They require different 
diets and so it is good to provide different menus on your bird table and on 
the ground. The RSPB give advice on which food to provide. The best 
mixtures contain flaked maize, sunflower seeds, oatmeal and peanut 
granules. But beware of cheap mixtures containing split peas, beans, dried 
rice, lentils, and wheat and barley grains, as they are really only suitable for 
doves and other large bird species such as the ubiquitous wood pigeon. 
Robins and blue tits enjoy live mealworms as an extra treat. Beware of 
mouldy or stale food; if food is being left uneaten then it is best to remove it 
and reduce the amount you are leaving out. 

Winter visitors 

In the wider countryside it is a good time of year to observe winter visitors, 
who migrate here from the cold wastes of northern Europe. Fieldfares and 
redwings, both members of the thrush family, are some of our favourites. A 
fieldfare is a large stocky thrush with a grey head and tail and brown wings; 

Redwings 
(www.classicnatureprints.com) 

Fieldfare 
(www.scatts.wordpress.com) 
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it has a distinctive cackling call. The redwing is the smallest thrush we have 
in Britain and can be distinguished by a cream eye stripe and a flash of red 
under its wings, hence its name. Redwings migrate here and form large 
mixed flocks that may often be seen on the edge of fields. Sometimes they 
occur in orchards and larger gardens, feasting on fallen apples.  

Resident mammals 

Other creatures can be encouraged to overwinter in your garden. It is 
probably not too late to put out a hedgehog shelter, as the weather has 
been so mild. Build a wooden 
box with sides about 30cm in 
length. Cut an opening in one 
side of sufficient diameter to 
allow you to insert a length of 
12cm-diameter waste-pipe as 
a snug fit, to act as a tunnel. 
Place the box and tunnel in an 
untidy corner of your garden 
and cover with twigs and  
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leaves. Leaving this untidy corner of the garden 
scattered with leaves, logs and debris is a good idea in 
general. Many gardens are just too neat and so make 
poor habitats for wildlife.  

Winter also gives us those lovely, bright, sunny days, 
crisp with frost in the morning or even with a white 
covering of snow, ideal for a winter walk. Watch out for 
the tracks of badgers and foxes (see sketches). 
Badgers tend to keep to the same well-worn paths and 
their tracks show five clear digits and a large kidney-
shaped pad. Foxes meander and don’t keep to regular 
trails. Their tracks are similar to a dog but more 
compact, with the digits curled inwards.  

During your Christmas break we hope you can take time to enjoy all these 
natural delights found in our Charnwood countryside and gardens. 
Seasonal good wishes from both of us. 

Kate Moore and Cathy Schou 
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Garden Matters for December and January 
Five garden tasks in December Five garden tasks in January 

• Clear kitchen gardens, dig over 
and mix in well-rotted manure 

• Take hardwood cuttings 

• Fork over lawns and brush in 
sharp sand to improve drainage 

• Clear away remains of finished 
crops 

• Lift and divide old rhubarb plants 

• Plant amaryllis bulbs to half their 
depth and put in a warm position 

• Keep ponds ice free using balls or 
even water heaters 

• Spread mulches over borders 
before bulbs emerge 

• Service lawnmowers and other 
equipment ready for spring 

• Prune large and overgrown fruit 
trees to increase productivity 

Amanda Garland 

Local History Group 
At the November meeting Derek Hollingworth told us about the history of 
transport in Leicester, starting with the Roman era when the basic design of 
Leicester’s roads was laid out and chariots were the transport of the day. 
Once the Romans had left, the roads that they built and maintained 
deteriorated.  
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The period of classic horses and carriages provided transport for the 
wealthy, at least. Stagecoaches travelled throughout the country and there 
were stages for changing the horses and inns available for overnight stays 
in Leicester. In the 1800s cabs plied for hire, the most famous type being 
the Hansom cabs, designed by Joseph Hansom of Hinckley, a name that is 
still used occasionally to describe the modern taxis. 

The first trains arrived in Leicester in 1840 at the Midland Station in 
Campbell Street. It was from this station that Thomas Cook organised the 
famous first-ever railway excursion from Leicester to Loughborough. The 
Midland Station was followed by the Great Northern, which had a terminus 
by the Melton Road and provided popular trips to places like Skegness. The 
final railway was the Great Central in 1899, which took passengers to 
London. It is no thanks to Dr Beeching, who axed a large number of lines in 
the 1960s, that the only one left in Leicester is 
the original Midland to St Pancras line. 

Horse buses arrived in the late 1800s for local 
transport in the city, closely followed by horse-
drawn trams. Electrification of the trams enabled 
a network of routes to be built throughout the city. 
After the Second World War, the internal 
combustion engine was developed rapidly and 
the city council decided to replace the trams with 
buses. The last tram left the depot in 1949 and all 
the track-work was removed. There is one 
remaining Leicester Tram on display at the Crich 
Tramway Village, near Matlock, although it is not 
in active use (see photo). 

Now, buses reigned supreme. There were many 
small, privately owned bus companies in 
Leicester, names of which brought back many 
memories; going to school on the Provincial bus, for example. Then there 
was the famous Midland Red with depots in the city. 

Progress (something which some readers may question) has taken place 
again. Leicester City Transport, the Midland Red and most of the small 
private companies are no more, having been taken over by Arriva and 
Stagecoach. So, for better or for worse, what does the future hold? We shall 
see. 

Our next meeting is on 14th December – see a change to our advertised 
programme in ‘What’s on’. 

Brian Axon 

The last Leicester tram 
(www.tramway.co.uk) 
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Stop press: MUGA officially opened 
In fast-fading light on Monday 16th 
November the young people’s multi-use 
games area was officially opened by the 
Chair of the parish council, David Barker. 
The cutting of the ribbon was watched by 
a small but enthusiastic group of 
residents plus father and son, Mark and 
James Gamble, from the contractors 
Allcourts Ltd of Quorn. Mark Boon, Chair 
of Woodhouse Imperial Football Club, 
ceremoniously kicked the first ball with 
‘Chucky’ Breed in goal.  However, the star 
of the show was 18-month old Jake, Cllr 
Pole’s youngest grandson, who nearly up-
staged David Barker with his football 
skills. 

Evelyn Brown 
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Recipes from the allotment 
Although we have been harvesting our leeks and kale since late August, 
they have now come into their own as many other seasonal vegetables 
have finished. 

• Curried leek with potatoes: wash and slice a large leek and fry in olive oil 
until light brown. Add a tablespoon of tomato purée and fry for a further 3 
minutes, stirring every 1/2 minute. Sprinkle with 2 or 3 teaspoons of 
curry powder. Add 12 small peeled potatoes (Charlotte or similar), 
weighing not more than 2oz/50g each and 3 cloves of garlic (chopped). 
Cover with boiling vegetable stock, return to the boil and simmer until the 
potatoes are al dente. Stir the mixture occasionally, adding more stock if 
necessary. Add 2oz/50g sultanas, season with salt and extra curry 
powder to taste. Continue to simmer until the potatoes are fully cooked 
and the sauce is the consistency of double cream. Serve hot with 
braised Puy lentils or chick peas and garnish with chilled segments of 
orange and chopped cucumber in plain yoghurt. 

• Quick and easy leek and black cabbage (flat-leaf kale): wash and slice a 
large leek; remove and discard the stalks and central vein from 8 black 
cabbage leaves, chop the remaining leaf. Place leek and cabbage in a 
microwave-proof dish, cover with boiling water, add salt to taste and 
microwave on high power for about 4 minutes. Strain well. Make up a 
packet of Cheddar-cheese sauce-mix, whisk in 2 tablespoons of half-fat 
cream cheese plus a pinch of chilli flakes (optional). Mix the sauce with 
the vegetables, place in a heat-proof dish and glaze in a hot oven or 
under the grill. Serve hot with hard-boiled eggs, smoked haddock, slow-
roasted belly of pork, boiled ham, or baked potatoes. 

• Leeks, kale and pasta: toss washed and sliced leeks and kale in olive oil 
with 3 cloves of garlic, ground black pepper and salt. Add a tin of 
chopped tomatoes. Bring to the boil and add 4oz/100g of diced smoked 
cheese. Cook enough tagliatelle to serve four, mix well with the 
vegetables and serve hot. 

• Kale à la red cabbage: wash and slice the kale. Add sliced onion, diced 
apple, a teaspoonful of dark brown sugar, a pinch of salt, pepper and 
nutmeg, 1oz/25g of sultanas, a tablespoon of red-wine vinegar, a stock 
of your choice and a knob of butter. Braise until tender. 

Richard Hopkins 
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The last word 
Cheque things all the thyme 

Two recent ‘howlers’ in Roundabout items written by Tony Lenney are 
causing him, and those who check copy before it goes to press, 
considerable concern. Words and phrases such as ‘mortification’, ‘hair shirt’ 
and ‘humble pie’ spring to mind. In our July/August issue he referred in his 
article on ‘Sat-navs and Samaritans’ to ‘pouring over a map’ (instead of 
‘poring’) and was at it again last month, using ‘affect’ when he meant ‘effect’ 
in writing about Barry Selby. 

As an ex-marker of GCE O-level English Language scripts, Tony is finding 
life difficult to face but he drew some wry amusement, although little relief, 
from the following verses sent to him by a fellow member of the 
Roundabout team, Andy Thomson, with reverent sympathy. 

An owed to the spelling checker 

I have a spelling checker, 
It came with my PC. 
It plane lee marks for my review 
Miss steaks aye can knot sea. 

Eye ran this poem threw it, 
Your sure reel glad two no. 
Its vary polished in it’s weigh, 
My checker tolled me sew. 

A checker is a bless sing, 
It freeze yew lodes of thyme. 
It helps me right all stiles to reed 
And aides me when aye rime. 

Each frays come posed up on my 
screen 

I trussed to be a joule. 
The checker pours o’er every word 
To cheque sum spelling rule. 

Be fore a veiling checkers, 
Hour spelling mite decline, 
And if we were lacks, or had a laps, 
We wood be made to wine. 

Butt now bee cause my spelling 
Is checked with such grate flare, 
There are know faults with in my cite 
Or nun eye am a wear. 

Now spelling does knot phase me, 
It does knot bring a tier, 
My pay purrs awl due glad den 
With wrapped words fare as hear. 

To rite with care is quite a feet, 
Of which we should be proud. 
And we mussed dew the best wee 

can 
So floors are knot aloud. 

So ewe can sea why aye dew prays 
Such soft ware four pea seas, 
And why I brake in two a verse 
By righting want too pleas.  

(Original source unknown.) 
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Contributions to Roundabout 

We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in 
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We accept advertisements 
from charities and/or other fund-raising organisations. We can also write up 
people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. Most articles 
are under 600 words and we think they should be! 

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’ is most useful, although we accept hand-
written items that are legible. 

Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints. 

Adverts: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free, but 
requests for further publicity, even for charities, will normally incur a charge 
per issue of £7.50 for a quarter page or £15.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally accepted, but this is negotiable. Contact 
the advertising managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 
839 or via the methods listed at the bottom of the page. 

What’s on: contact Eric Allsop on (01509) 890 054, or Roundabout at the 
address below. 

Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3. 

Send any material for Roundabout by: 

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk 

Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office,  

45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG. 



 

What’s on in December and January 

What’s on in December 

Tue 1st 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship, ‘Nell Gwyn’, 
Sally Henshaw 

Village Hall 

Wed 2nd 7.30 Bradgate Flower Club, ‘Let’s celebrate 
Christmas’, visitors welcome 

Village Hall 

Fri 4th 7.30 Cabaret and dinner. Contact (01509) 
891 700 or helpdesk@dsfc.ac.uk for 
details 

Welbeck 
College 

Sun 6th 10.30–
12.30 

Junior Wildlife Watch Annexe 

Mon 7th 7.00 
7.30 

Plans Committee 
Parish Council meeting 

Village Hall 
All welcome 

Wed  9th 7.30 Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘The 
Galapagos Islands’, Kate Moore 

Village Hall 
Visitors £2  

Fri 11th 7.00 ‘A celebration of Christmas cheer’. 
Tickets £20 including supper, wine & 
entertainment, tel. (01509) 890 105  

Woodhouse 
Community 
Hall  

Mon 14th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘St Paul’s School, 
Woodhouse Eaves, 1837–2007’, Brian 
Axon 

Methodist 
Church 

Wed 16th 7.30 Women’s Institute, ‘Twelve days of 
Christmas’, Anne Hughes 

Village Hall 

Fri 18th 7.45 Murder mystery evening, ‘Murder on 
the home front’, tel. (01509) 890 119, 
£29.95 including three-course meal 

Beaumanor 

What’s on in January 

Mon 4th 7.00 
7.30 

Plans Committee 
Parish Council meeting 

Village Hall 
All welcome 

Mon 11th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘What the papers 
said from 1790–1840’, Mike Smith 

Methodist 
Church 

Tue 12th 7.30 Woodhouses Fellowship (see Local 
History Group, 14th December) 

Village Hall 

Wed 13th 7.30 Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Living 
landscape’ 

Village Hall 
Visitors £2  

Wed 20th 7.30 Women’s Institute (no details available) Village Hall 
Fri 29th 7.30 Quiz and curry night, for bookings: 

(01509) 890 105  
Community 
Hall 

Looking ahead: Panto, Little Red Riding Hood, 4th–6th February. See p.18  


