


Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to 
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid 
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious 
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted. 
The final decision rests with the editors.

While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on 
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for 
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising 
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.

Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with 
Roundabout.

We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try 
to make amends in the following issue.

Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see 
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the 
Editorial and Production Team comprising Richard Bowers, Evelyn Brown, 
Peter Crankshaw, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Tony Lenney, 
Rosemary May, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.

Editor for this issue: Evelyn Brown

Cover: Neil Robinson

Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland 

Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson

Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services

Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council 
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html

Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within 
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses, 
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or 
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can 
help out with deliveries.

2 Roundabout  December 2012/January 2013



Contents
Page

Editor’s note 5

Parish council news 5

News in brief 7

The pipe band and the postman 15

Ash dieback disease 18

Ramblings of a Midwesterner in the Midlands 21

Internet Dark Ages? 25

Welbeck students: models for posterity 29

Local History Group: Quorn village history 30

December garden matters 32

The last word 34

Contributions to Roundabout Inside back cover

What’s on in December & January Back cover

Deadline for submissions to the February 2013 issue:
Thursday, 10th January

Email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
or hand in at the post office

Editor for February 2013, issue: Peter Crankshaw

Roundabout  December 2012/January 2013 3



4 Roundabout  December 2012/January 2013



Editor’s note
This issue of Roundabout has been a pleasure to edit because we have 
received contributions from so many different people, including newcomer 
to Woodhouse Eaves, Jill McLeod, who gives a light-hearted account of the 
drawbacks to visiting new friends in a rural English village (p.21). Her article 
should evoke the sympathies of our parish ‘posties’, one of whom, Jim 
Spindley, has allowed Roundabout to reveal the splendid secret of how he 
spends his spare time. Turn to p.15 to discover the relevance of kilts and 
furry hats.

On a more serious note, our new tree warden, Maggie Moreland, draws our 
attention to the growing problem of ash dieback disease which, if it spreads 
through Leicestershire, could devastate our local countryside (p.18). The 
situation is changing daily so the spread cited in Maggie’s article is a 
snapshot taken at the time that Roundabout went to press. The quicker we 
report suspect trees, the more likely we are to hold the disease at bay.

Roundabout is heavily dependent on the internet as the medium whereby 
most news reaches us. In a crie de coeur, Andrew Garland and Richard 
Bowers lament the slow broadband speeds in the parish, and discuss action 
in progress to try to remedy this (p.25). Roundabout wonders whether we 
will be in the 10 per cent of the population who don’t get superfast 
broadband.

Evelyn Brown

Parish council news
New member
The parish council was delighted to welcome a new councillor, Alan 
Gardiner, who has lived in Woodhouse Eaves for 12 years following many 
years as a visitor. Alan was co-opted to the council to serve until the next 
election in 2015. This brings the total number of members to eight, so there 
is now only one vacancy.

Village hall extension
Engineers have tested the ground on which the building will sit, to inform 
the design of the foundations. The information is required for the tender 
specification. Grants and fundraising activity also continue. The fund was 
increased considerably through the efforts of the scout group’s scarecrow 
weekend in October and some very welcome grants; the total raised to date 
is £65,798.
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Goodbye old piano
The parish council bought the old piano in the village hall second hand in 
1994 but it had ceased to tune to the satisfaction of those who played it. It 
proved impossible to sell, and even adverts on Freecycle failed to find it a 
new home – until now. It has at last found a new home with a young lady 
who is learning to play and is happy to adopt a piano in any condition.

Winter warnings: security
Police advise that doors and windows should be secured during the day, 
even when you are at home, and they ask you to consider fitting window 
shock-alarms, and to protect access to the rear of your property. At night, 
light-timers make homes appear occupied when people are out, and 
exterior lighting is a further deterrent. Doors and windows should be locked 
at bedtime, and valuable property should not be visible through the window. 
House burglaries are increasing across the county. Report anyone acting 
suspiciously immediately, day or night. You can dial 101 to report non-
urgent matters.

Police changes: a new area
From 8th January, local policing will change. We are now in the Charnwood 
West policing unit, which covers Cropston, Rothley, Swithland, Thurcaston, 
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Newtown Linford, Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves and Quorn. Inspector 
Gaynor Turner is expected to come to the parish to explain what the 
changes will mean here. It is likely that there will be more Police Community 
Support Officers and better transport for staff looking after rural areas. To 
keep in touch with changes you can visit the police website at 
www.leics.police.uk/local-policing/charnwood-west

Winter warnings: weather
All the usual weather conditions are expected over the winter, with perhaps 
more rain than usual, so if you can, please sweep and bag fallen leaves to 
help prevent drains from being blocked up. County and borough councils 
have schedules for clearing drains and gutters but in a parish so well 
covered by trees, those services can’t always be kept up. Snow also needs 
clearing; if possible, please try to keep the pavement outside your home 
clear enough for milk and post deliveries and for other visitors. If you make 
a reasonable attempt to clear snow, insurers tell us that you won’t be 
prosecuted if someone falls over.

There are links to flooding advice and winter gritting details on the parish 
council website: www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk on the home page. 
The county council will fill and re-fill yellow grit-bins automatically but note 
that the grit is for scattering (thinly) on roads to keep them safe, not for use 
on private drives.

Next meeting: see ‘What’s on’.
For Parish Council information including meeting dates and minutes see 
    http://woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/

Ann Irvine, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Calling all young gardeners
The Woodhouses Garden Club is excited to announce the launch of a 
garden club for young people aged 7–14. The club will run fortnightly 
meetings from February to October in the Woodhouse Eaves Annexe or 
allotments. Participants will be getting their hands dirty with a wide variety of 
house plants, vegetables and flowers, and members will see the entire 
growing cycle from seed, to sprout, to harvest. If you or someone you know 
would like to join, then please check out February’s issue of Roundabout for 
registration details.

We are also looking for adult volunteers with an interest in gardening and a 
desire to help. Please ring Jill (01509) 890 795 or Andrew (01509) 890 839.

Andrew Garland

Roundabout  December 2012/January 2013 7



Fun for under-fives in Woodhouse Eaves
Roundabout covers a lot of information relevant to activities for adult parish residents  
but very little for young ones, especially pre-school children. This news item from 
Audrey Bowers and Sunita Goddard makes amends. Ed.

All the following groups for under-fives meet during term time.

Little Pandas meets every week at St Paul’s School from 1.30pm–3.30pm 
on Wednesdays and is for all under-fives, with fun toys, crafty activities, 
music, active play, healthy snacks and story time. Meet other parents and 
carers and have a well earned cup of tea or coffee. For more information 
phone St Paul’s School on (01509) 890 483.

Toddler Gym meets weekly in the Methodist Church upstairs room from 
10.00am–11.00am on Wednesdays, and is for one to three-year-olds. 
There’s climbing, balancing, sliding, crawling, riding the track car, playing in 
the ball pool, and parachute games. For more information phone Audrey on 
(01509) 890 114.

Play and Praise is on Thursday mornings from 9.15am–11.30am in the 
Methodist Church upstairs room, with lots of play, chat, crafts, stories and 
snacks. All under-fives and their parents/carers are welcome. For more 
information phone Audrey on (01509) 890 114.

Little Owl Pre-school for children aged two to five meets in the Baptist 
Church lounge from 9.00am–1.00pm, Monday–Wednesday, and 9.00am–
12.00pm on Thursday and Friday. Government funding is available for three 
and four-year-olds. ‘Guided’ play in small groups helps children achieve the 
learning outcomes as set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum. There is indoor and outdoor play available daily. We have a 
Healthy Tots accreditation. For more information look us up on 
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/little-owl-pre-school/ or phone (01509) 890 
195 during the Little Owl sessions.

Audrey Bowers and Sunita Goddard

Going… 
Despite our pleas in Roundabout and one-to-one approaches to parish 
residents by members of the Roundabout Production Team, we still cannot 
find a replacement editor for Peter Crankshaw, who will edit his last issue in 
February. As the workload is too much for one editor, the magazine will be 
in serious trouble in the new year. If you, or anyone you know, might be 
interested in helping a well worthwhile activity in the parish, please contact 
Rosemary or Tony on (01509) 890 606 for a no-strings-attached chat.

Editor
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Virtual museum on display
Many readers will already be familiar with the Woodhouse Eaves Virtual 
Museum website. This was set up about a year ago by the Local History 
Group in co-operation with Leicestershire County Council, and shows many 
interesting items connected with our village. It has already had almost 
35,000 hits.

One section is devoted to souvenirs 
produced over many years, for example 
the various china memorabilia produced 
by Walter Harriman, our postmaster in 
the 1920s. Several of these are owned 
by local villagers who have kindly 
allowed them to be shown in the 
museum. For security reasons, details 
of these villagers are not given unless 
specifically requested.

We are always looking for additions to the different sections of this website, 
and we hope that perhaps there are other historical items that villagers 
would like to add so that we can show them (literally) to the world. All we 
would need is a photograph. We would be pleased to discuss items if you 
have any. Contact can be made by phoning (01509) 890 788.

In case you have not seen our ‘village museum’, open your web browser 
and enter ‘Leicestershire Villages’, then ‘Woodhouse Eaves’, and follow the 
instructions to the site. For those who prefer the speedy way, just enter 
‘Woodhouse Eaves Virtual Museum’ and, I hope, enjoy what you see.

Brian Axon
See also the Local History Group report on p.30, for information about Quorn’s virtual  
museum. Ed.

Spreading the Christmas load at the post office
Christmas is a busy time of year for everyone but nowhere more so than at 
the post office. To ease some of the pressure, David and Jennifer have 
decided to extend their opening hours in the run up to Christmas. The post 
office will now remain open for the whole range of post office services until 
5.00pm on Saturday afternoons before Christmas. The last postal dispatch 
will be at approximately 2.00pm.

David Cox
Keep a look out for late-night opening and other treats on offer from Woodhouse Eaves 
retailers during December. Ed.
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Strike a light!
Another new lamp post has sprung up in Woodhouse 
Eaves, this time in Main Street opposite the bottom of 
Windmill Rise. The parish council budgets for the 
replacement of one lamp post a year, usually due to 
accidental damage or faults; however, in one bizarre 
incident a lamp post on Bird Hill Road was deliberately 
broken and then towed away, presumably by metal 
thieves with scant regard for public safety (and a long 
trailer). Even more strange, according to Woodhouse 
Parish Clerk Ann Irving, is that neither she nor anyone 
she knows has ever seen a replacement being erected 
and so wonders whether the work is all done in the dead 
of night. Roundabout believes that the tooth fairy 
moonlights as the lamp post fairy, to help make her 
financial ends meet.

Editor

Leicester Park and Ride for Christmas
You can beat the traffic this Christmas by using the Leicester Park and 
Ride. The roads of Leicester are always busy around the festive season but 
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with Park and Ride you can get from A to B hassle free! Leave the car 
behind and get straight into town on Park and Ride buses which use the 
priority bus lanes. The service runs from Birstall, Enderby or Meynell’s 
Gorse to Leicester town centre. Extra services are running every Sunday in 
December; perfect for getting into town to do your Christmas shopping. 
Services are also running on Boxing Day to get you into the sales. For more 
information, visit www.quicksilverbus.co.uk

Editor

Do you recognise the photo?
The photo, taken probably in the late 
1940s or early 1950s, shows young 
lads enjoying one of many activities at a 
scouts’ camp held at The Brand in 
Woodhouse Eaves. In the days when 
‘health’ was followed in the dictionary by 
‘heap’, and ‘safety’ came after ‘safari’ 
(and that was all), the boys are seen 
trying to cross a quarry-pit lake, by 
various methods involving a rope 
bridge. It is one of several photos that 
were given to Brian Axon at the October 
meeting of the Local History Group. 
Unfortunately, no record was taken of 
the woman who gave them. As she did 
not come to the November meeting, 
Brian is unable to thank her. If the 
person was you, or you know who she 
is, please ring (01509) 890 788.

Editor

Charnwood Borough Council’s draft Open Spaces Strategy
Charnwood Borough Council's Open Spaces Strategy aims to provide a 
clear framework for how to protect and improve open spaces in the borough 
until 2028. It will also influence the open spaces provided as part of future 
housing developments. We need your help to plan ahead to decide how we 
are going to manage open spaces in the future. To see a summary of the 
strategy, give us your views and answer a few simple questions, just visit 
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/openspacesstrategy Please note that the 
closing date of this consultation is Friday, 14th December 2012.

Kath Kay, Environmental Services
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Keep Reporting
By the time you are reading this, the voting for the local police and crime 
commissioner (PCC) will have taken place and the person in this new role 
will be there to ‘ensure the policing needs of your community are met as 
effectively as possible and to oversee how crime is tackled in your area’, we 
are informed. This did bring home to me that we all have a part to play.

It is not just the elected PCC who needs to keep an eye on matters criminal. 
If we are to ensure that we maintain the level of policing we currently enjoy, 
then we must make sure that we keep reporting all incidents. There is a 
tendency to not wish to make a fuss, and not report the small items but if 
they are not reported then our police will not be able to truly assess the 
needs correctly. So, please do report any items which have been stolen, 
however small.

If anyone has any information about crimes being committed in the area, 
please telephone Leicestershire Constabulary on 0116 222 2222, or use the 
101 number. You may also contact Crimestoppers, which is free and 
anonymous, on 0800 555 111.

Amanda Garland
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National Forest long-distance trail
The National Forest Company is developing a new long-distance walking 
route across the whole of the National Forest. The intention is to create a 
flagship route of national significance that will attract new walkers and other 
visitors to the National Forest as part of the recreation and tourism 
attractions in the area. It will also link to other local and long-distance trails 
with and beyond the National Forest.

The forest area stretches from 
west of Burton upon Trent to east 
of Newtown Linford and 
Melbourne, Derbyshire in the 
north to Measham in the south, 
and the long-distance trail will 
cover over 70 miles. The trail 
route will use minor roads, 
existing public rights of way 
(footpaths, bridleways and 
byways) and other routes with 
existing permissive access, and 
there will be improved signage 
along the route. It will also pass through Woodhouse Parish, taking in 
Broombriggs and the Beacon Hill Country Park, and the National Forest 
Company is seeking the support of the Woodhouse Parish Council, as well 
as the landowners/occupiers whose land is crossed by the trail.

Editor

The pipe band and the postman
This month we stray beyond our immediate parish by focusing on Jim 
Spindley, who was born in Nottingham and now lives in Ravenstone. 
Despite being a ‘foreigner’ he has become well known in Woodhouse Eaves 
over the last 14 years as one of our postmen.

From drums to drum major
As a youngster in the late1960s, Jim took up the drums and dreamed of 
Beatles stardom but later opted for a different sound when he joined a cadet 
band as a boy soldier. Subsequently affiliated to the Gordon Highlanders, a 
pipe band (bagpipes) developed and prospered. Then, at a Burns Night 
event in the early 1990s, it was revealed that Nottinghamshire Police were 
planning to form a pipe band to perform at a range of civic and celebratory 

Roundabout  December 2012/January 2013 15

The Broombriggs footpath



occasions, and so Jim began an association 
which is still going strong and which takes up 
much of his time when he is not delivering the 
post. Currently he is secretary of the police 
pipe band as well as drum major, a role which 
gives him responsibility for drill, performance 
and discipline at all events, and at where he 
leads the band in their displays.

A motley crew
Only a few members of the band are serving 
or ex-policemen; some come from the fire and 
ambulance services but most are civilian 
enthusiasts, of whom nearly a third are 
women. However, all are subject to police 
regulation, and the band committee reports to 
an officer of chief superintendent rank. 
Outside Scotland, the only other police pipe 

band is the Metropolitan Police Irish Pipe Band, though other forces support 
wind bands or brass bands. In Nottinghamshire the band is supported by 
the police but it has to be self-sufficient in relation to finance. The band 
members have to buy uniforms; full highland dress doesn’t come cheap, 
neither do bagpipes. It also maintains its own stock of drums.

The pipe-band calendar
There are several annual events in the pipe-band calendar, such as 
performances on Armistice Day and in July at the BEAT. This is the police 
memorial at the National Arboretum near Lichfield, where an annual 
ceremony sponsored by COPS (Care of Police Survivors) is held in memory 
of policemen and women killed while serving in forces throughout the UK. 
No doubt this will be a particularly poignant occasion in 2013, given what 
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happened in Manchester earlier this year. Other regular commitments 
include the annual Highland Gathering held in Ashbourne and the 
September Country Fair at Chatsworth.

Ashbourne is a competitive affair; I’m 
told that the judging criteria include 
turnout (which has to be impeccable), 
marching, discipline and something 
called ‘flourishing’, which involves 
turning and spinning the mace. There 
is also a ‘fun event’ in which drum 
majors are challenged to toss the 
mace over a range of banners at 
different heights and then catch it. The 
prize for this is a gallon of whisky – an 
award which has eluded Jim thus far, 
though others have won it. At Chatsworth, which this year involved 14 
bands, Jim won the drum major senior event while his daughter, Amelia, 
won the junior section.

The band also performs internationally. In Germany there is a tradition of 
‘Musikparades’, which resemble military tattoos and are held in a number of 
cities. This year a full turnout of 20 band members visited Dortmund where 
friends of the band made a video of their performance.

Parades and tournaments
Smaller local events, such as attendance at mess nights, police galas and 
long service awards, alternate with big occasions such as the Metropolitan 
Police Cadet passing-out parades which are held in the vicinity of 
Buckingham Palace, and at which the Nottinghamshire Police Pipe Band 
was asked to perform. This entailed an overnight stay at Hendon Police 

College, using facilities at Wellington 
Barracks for changing and rehearsing, 
and then forming part of a lengthy 
weekend parade which took in the Mall 
– no short stroll, according to Jim; but 
neither was the march from the 
clubhouse to the opening ceremony on 
the first day of the Ryder Cup 
tournament held in the West Midlands 
at the Belfry in 2002. At the latter event 
Jim and the band featured live on TV, 
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something that might happen again at the band’s next major event when 
they take part in the British Military Tournament (formerly the Royal 
Tournament) at Earls Court at the beginning of December, which will be 
attended by the Royal family.
All this has set me wondering whether Jim will have sufficient energy left to 
cope with the post at Christmas and, perhaps more importantly, whether he 
could be persuaded to consider a small-scale future assignment in 
Woodhouse Eaves when we open our village hall extension. Most certainly 
it would guarantee a colourful occasion.

Tony Lenney

Ash dieback disease
You have probably seen the recent news reports of ash dieback disease, 
which is a very serious threat to our British woodlands. Local tree wardens 
need your help to spot the first signs of this new tree-disease, which could 
do to ash trees what Dutch elm disease did to our lovely elms in the period 
following the 1960s. Ash trees are very significant trees in the landscape 
and their loss will drastically change our countryside.
Ash dieback (Chalara fraxinea) is a disease triggered by a fungus which 
causes leaf and crown dieback in affected trees, and which has already 
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killed millions of ash trees in parts of 
mainland Europe. It may be difficult to tell a 
diseased tree from a healthy one at this time 
of year, as most trees have already dropped 
their withered leaves; however, dead shoots 
and twigs are very characteristic. There may 
also be wounds on the branches and trunk, 
which can be discoloured.

Limiting the damage
A consignment of young ash trees intended 
for the new park and ride site in Birstall was 
found to be suffering from the disease, and 
it has also now been identified in 
established woodlands in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. The disease is being treated as a quarantine pest under national 
emergency measures, and so it’s important that suspected cases are 
reported and dealt with immediately. The Government has recently banned 
imports of ash trees, and any affected trees must be felled and buried or 
burned immediately.
The Tree Council advises that ash trees should not be planted until the 
disease is under control, and urges everyone to keep a lookout in their local 
area to help prevent it spreading any further. Quick-thinking environmental 
specialists at the University of East Anglia have come up with a new 
smartphone app, which will not only help monitor the spread of disease, but 
also allow conservationists to target infected areas.
The free ‘AshTag’ app will make it possible for anyone to take a photo of 
diseased leaves, shoots or bark, and send it remotely to plant pathologists 
who will identify whether or not the tree is infected. As well as collecting 
photographic evidence, the app also uses geo-tagging software to give a 
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precise location of infected trees, allowing researchers and authorities to 
build up a picture of where the dieback is happening. This can then be used 
to target areas for culling to stop the spread of the disease. People without 
a smartphone will also be able to join the campaign by uploading digital 
photos and location details directly to the AshTag website: www.ashtag.org

Who to contact locally
If you think you have spotted an ash tree suffering from this disease in your 
garden, or when you’ve out and about in the parish, please contact any of 
the following urgently:
Forest Research Tree Health Diagnostic and Advisory Service: tel. 0142 

023 000 or email ddas.ah@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Forestry Commission Plant Health Service: tel. 0131 314 6414 or email 

plant.health@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Fera Plant Health and Seeds Inspectorate: tel. 0190 446 5625 or email 

planthealth.info@fera.gsi.gov.uk
For more information visit www.forestry.gov.uk/planthealth

Maggie Morland, Tree Warden
Members of the parish council will be inspecting ash trees in the King George’s playing 
field for any signs of ash dieback disease. Ed.
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Ramblings of a Midwesterner in the Midlands
The McLeod family come from Middleton, a city adjacent to Madison, the capital city of  
Wisconsin, USA, and are hoping to live in England for at least three to five years.  
Although they have thrown themselves into activities in Woodhouse Eaves, some 
aspects of rural living in this country are proving problematic, as Jill McLeod’s tongue-
in-cheek account shows. Ed.

As a family from Wisconsin, we have 
counted our blessings time and again 
on how lucky we were to land in such 
an open and warm community as 
Woodhouse Eaves last January. Our 
two girls were making friends before 
they even walked on school grounds 
and, through these friendships, my 
husband and I started to meet parents 
and thus began making our own 
connections, too. It didn’t take long for 
the girls to begin receiving invites for 

after-school play dates, and offers of a morning cuppa were starting to pour 
in from other mums as well.

Several mornings, after the children were tucked inside at school, I’d walk 
off the playground with a new friend or two, and follow them to a cup of 
‘warmth’ accompanied by a good chat. Not having a car at my disposal, 
parents often volunteered to pick up or drop off the girls, or their own 
children, on these early play dates, which was extremely kind and helpful to 
me. Settling in was made easier for all of this; on the other hand, it is why I 
am now terrified by invites to a new house.

Knocking in vain
You see, I am left having to discern 
all by myself where these yet-to-be-
visited homes, gates, pathways, 
front doors, or just the door that is 
used on a daily basis, are actually 
located. Oh, you know what I am 
referring to. I suspect it is some sort 
of English conspiracy to hide all 
clear, sensible and conceivable entry 
ways.
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Case in point: at the end of summer, I stopped into a garage sale of a family 
who were in the process of shifting from one spot in the village into a new 
space down by where I live. At this garage sale I spotted several lovely 
planters, which I just knew would fit into our evolving yard perfectly. My 
now-new neighbours totalled up the order and I headed into town to grab 
some cash out for my spontaneous moment of ‘pottiness’.

Returning to the garage sale, I found it had finished and the gates of the 
property were closed tight, with no visible way in 
other than by a James Bond-type of manoeuvre, 
which I knew my body could never execute without 
considerable pain and lasting agony. I thought the 
next sensible thing would be to visit my new 
neighbours with a welcoming smile and a fat 
envelope; so I asked my new neighbours’ old 
neighbour (whom I knew) what the new house 
address was, so that I could stop by. And stop by I 
did; once, twice, three times, with no luck. 

I was hesitant to drop the money through the slot in 
case I had the wrong place which, as you know, is 
very conceivable in this village/country. It took 
another two-and-a-half weeks of knocking before 
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someone clued me in to the fact that there was another entrance down a 
common side path, and that I had to go to door number two along the path, 
and knock. This side door, just so you have a complete picture, is literally 
right outside our front door (just to the left by about 20m); I can easily see 
and talk to our new neighbours from our front stoop (doorstep). Meanwhile, 
the door I had been knocking on was out on the main road – unanswered.

Up the garden path (or into the labyrinth)
All someone has to do is to mention that they live ‘just down the lane’, or ‘at 
the top of the road’, or ‘the other side of the path’, and I am instantly lost 
and quaking in my tartan ‘wellies’.

This is most unnerving for someone who has always 
prided herself on being able to navigate around fairly 
flawlessly, as well as recalling directions years or 
even decades after visiting some place. The first time 
I re-visited London, a year ago after a 17-year 
absence, I was able to walk the streets without a 
map and without getting lost, just from memory. So, 
to suddenly find myself flummoxed by a friendly 
invite in a small village seems like a black comedy 
from which there is no escape. 

Why can’t there be a local tea-shop at which to 
meet? Some place easily spotted and sign posted. 
Not some place that shares a common drive with 
three others, where you keep to the right, then take 
the second path past the swinging gate, to the rear, 

around the old kitchen, and then knock on the barn door straight ahead (of 
which there are four)...

With the holidays fast approaching, and gatherings of good cheer being 
talked about, my trepidation is growing at the prospect of having to navigate 
the pathways of Woodhouse Eaves – in the dark. I don’t want to appear 
snobbish or unfriendly but unless the invite includes a two or four-legged 
guide, then I fear I will be replying ‘No thank you’; for ‘fear’ is exactly what I 
would be experiencing. I am beginning to have a whole new understanding 
and empathy for how Theseus felt upon entering the Labyrinth to slay the 
Minotaur. Though, I must say, Theseus had one up on me; he at least had 
Ariadne’s string to get him back out safely. Me? I have a shattered ego and 
a sense of direction that got lost.

Jill McLeod
Do other readers have amusing anecdotes about finding their way round front doors, back 
doors and letter boxes in the villages? If so, please share them with Roundabout. Ed.
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OK, so where to now?
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Internet Dark Ages?
Broadband speeds in Woodhouse, Woodhouse Eaves and Swithland are 
already much slower than in nearby towns. As the internet develops, the 
need for faster speeds will only increase in order to support new services 
for education, medicine, business, disabled access and leisure. Technology 
marches on at such a pace that it is hard to imagine what this means for us. 
Perhaps the best analogy would be to compare this situation with the 
broadcast media. Imagine a world where, if nothing changes, you will still be 
listening to a handful of crackly radio stations while your neighbours have 
full-colour, high-definition television pictures and hundreds of channels to 
choose from. For some people the lack of progress will not matter but for 
many, our villages will seem 
increasingly underdeveloped and 
isolated.

The above situation is not helped by 
the preconceptions that some 
people have about rural life. As 
those of us who live here know, our 
community contains people from all 
walks of life and of all ages. Our 
needs are not particularly different 
from those people who live in cities 
and towns, although some will 
always think that life here is like an 
episode of The Archers.

Surely they will do something?
You might just be wrong! Currently all wired broadband in our villages is 
supplied with a download speed limit of 8Mbps (mega bits per second). 
Many properties have significantly slower access speeds and some home 
owners describe their connection as pitiful. The company that supplies our 
broadband infrastructure (Openreach, a separate company within BT) says 
they have no plans for improving this. We do not currently have access to 
fibre-optic cable broadband and, again, the main supplier (Virgin) has no 
plans to include our area. Most of us can get a limited internet connection 
via a mobile phone, and 4G promises better things but the cost and 
completeness of coverage are currently unknown for our villages.
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Life has moved on in our parish 
(www.fwi.co.uk)



But surely we pay less for an inferior service?
No! Generally we don’t pay less. As well as having a much slower service 
than the 20, 50 or more, Mbps available in some other areas, we are 
frequently excluded from the cheaper headline tariffs in many 
advertisements.

A history of making a difference
The villages have a history of activism in seeking to avoid being side-lined 
in the development of the internet. Early in this century BT indicated that 
they had no intention of upgrading the Woodhouse Eaves telephone 
exchange to provide broadband at all. So in 2002 the Rural Web club was 
formed with the aim of providing an alternative.

With the aid of funding from the East Midlands Development Agency, a 
satellite feed was installed with a 1Mbps service distributed by wireless. 
Intriguingly, BT suddenly decided to upgrade our exchange and provided 
broadband in 2004. The club continued for a while, actually using four 
telephone feeds (as well as the satellite) at one time, but the decreasing 
cost of wired broadband led to the decision to close down the original club 
in 2008.
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With the agreement of the 
former club officials, a 
refreshed team have 
established the website 
www.ruralweb.org.uk in support 
of the aim of bringing superfast 
broadband (more than 
24Mbps) to our area.

What now?
This time around we are not 
alone in our desire to bring the 
next generation of broadband to 
rural areas. The Government has 
given Leicestershire County Council (LCC) £3.1 million as part of a project 
to extend superfast broadband to 90 per cent of the population. LCC has 
allocated a further £4 million to the project and is in the process of choosing 
suppliers to roll out the infrastructure. The project aims to have all work 
completed by April 2015. Volunteers from our villages are representing us 
on the LCC Broadband Stakeholder Group, which provides input on these 
matters to the council.

Earlier in the year LCC ran an online survey to understand needs and 
gauge demand for faster internet services. Unfortunately, the response from 
our community was very limited, giving the impression that this was not an 
important issue for us. With this in mind, we have recently launched a 
petition which aims to give a more representative view of local needs. The 
summarised results of this will be passed to LCC and other relevant parties 
with the aim of highlighting the critical need in our villages.

The petition results so far
To date, 605 people have signed either the paper or online versions of the 
petition. Of these people an incredibly high proportion (33per cent) indicate 
that they use the internet at their village address for business purposes. 
This surprising statistic represents the fact that many people regularly work 
from home these days, and also that there is a small but significant number 
of businesses based here. Ultimately, the real impact of not upgrading 
broadband speeds in our area might be at least as important economically 
as socially. Or to put it another way, perhaps we are perceived as being like 
The Archers when in fact we are living in a Dragon’s Den!

Andrew Garland and Richard Bowers
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Welbeck students: models for posterity
Seven students from Welbeck Defence Sixth Forth College had the honour 
of helping the sculptor, Kenny Hunter, to design memorial statues to stand 
outside Leicestershire County Council’s County Hall in Glenfield when they 
acted as models. The statues feature four life-sized bronze forces 
comrades ‘standing easy’, created to commemorate local regular and 
reserve servicemen and women who have lost their lives around the world 
since 1945.

Designing the sculptures
Back in February the students went to meet the artist in his studio at 
Loughborough College. Andre Parker and Prashant Patel explained what 
happened.

On arriving at the college we were split into two groups. The first 
group...spent the morning having photographs taken of themselves at 
different angles...so that Mr Hunter could take into account every tiny detail 
of our military kit.

The second group, comprising 
four students, was involved in a 
rather more messy procedure in 
which their faces were coated in 
alginate, a seaweed-based 
substance which is easy to mould 
and apparently had ‘a distinctive 
minty feel and smell’. Once set, it 
was reinforced with plaster and 
gently removed; the entire 
process taking 30 minutes for 
each model. The resulting face 
casts were then used as guides 
for the sculptor to produce life-
like images.

The statues unveiled
The finished tribute, called ‘Stand Easy’, was unveiled at County Hall on 9th 
November by the Armed Forces Minister, Andrew Robathan, at a ceremony 
attended by Welbeck cadets, bereaved families, service personnel and 
veterans. It depicts young navy, army and RAF recruits taking part in a 
military drill, and the commemorative plaque bears the words ‘they stand 
among us’.
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Models and statues ‘Stand Easy’ (courtesy of 
Heather Neep)



The memorial is open to the public. If you would like to see it, you will find it 
located in the quadrangle at County Hall, next to reception. It includes a flag 
pole, benches, and plinths for wreaths.

Editor

Local History Group: Quorn village history
On Monday evening, 12th November, Sue Templeman gave a highly 
illuminating talk and presentation to the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves 
Local History Group. Entitled ‘Quorn Village History’, it demonstrated how 
one of the first, and one of the most successful, online village museums 
was established in Leicestershire (www.quornmuseum.com). In fact this 
‘virtual museum’ won a Leicestershire County Award in July 2010. Perhaps, 
not surprisingly, it also inspired Woodhouse Eaves to create something 
similar (News in brief, p.11), and may well have encouraged other 
Leicestershire villages to do the same.

A remarkable resource-base
Sue Templeman explained how the project came about, how the online 
museum was created and how it is run. Furthermore, she showed how its 
material is regularly updated with additional information contributed from all 
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around the world. Occasionally a new addition to this virtual museum, be it 
factual, pictorial or a straightforward request for further information, results 
in a response within an hour or less of it being ‘posted’ online! 

Sue then took the ever-popular subject of family history to demonstrate how 
one particular part of Quorn's virtual museum is used. She showed how 
traditional sources of information, both national and local, ranging from 
village school records to gravestone inscriptions, can now be combined with 
the most modern online resources. The result is a remarkably detailed 
picture of the people of Quorn in times past, their family relationships and 
their everyday lives.

Reconstructing the past
The second part of Sue Templeman's talk demonstrated how such ‘ancient 
and modern’ resources can shed light on the life a man who, though only 
living in Quorn for a few years, left his mark in way that local historians can 
really appreciate. His name was William Shuttlewood (1865–1939), for 
some time the proprietor of a chemist's shop in Quorn and, perhaps more 
importantly, the publisher of a large number of village postcards. These 
photographs remain a vital resource and, not surprisingly, now feature 
prominently in Quorn's virtual online museum.

See ‘What’s on’ for the next meeting of the Local History Group; enquiries to 
(01509) 890 788.

Dr David Nicolle
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Workers pose outside the Wright’s factory, Quorn, shortly before 
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December garden matters
1. Now that leaves are falling, it is time for the big clear up. Remove them 

from lawns and, if possible, run the mower over them on a high setting. 
This chops up the leaves making them rot quicker.

2. Have a go at taking hardwood cuttings, especially for soft fruits, currants 
and gooseberries. Make a shallow trench, take any leaves off and leave 
a third showing above the ground. Other varieties include dogwoods, 
buddleia, forsythia and spiraea.

3. It is time to set new currant bushes while the ground is not frozen. Also, 
remove a third of the stems from blackcurrants. Try to open the centre 
up to the air. Give gooseberries a good tidy up, keeping the centre open 
to aid picking next year.

4. If not already completed, tie Brussels sprouts to a support to stop wind 
damage. Also, remove yellow leaves, and spray if you have white fly.

5. Cut out any branches that are twisted or rubbing against others on your 
apple or pear trees. Leave plum trees until spring, when the sap is rising, 
to avoid disease.

6. If tomatoes gave you a lot of trouble with blossom end rot (i.e. tomatoes 
with rot on the base) correct your watering and add extra calcium to your 
watering can, Crushed egg shells will also help.

The Garden Club meets monthly from February to November, so there will 
be no further meetings until February 2013.

Neil Roberts
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The Editorial and 
Production Team of 

Roundabout 
wish all our readers 

a very 
Happy Christmas 
and a New Year 

that is prosperous 
in every way.
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The last word
Not while you’re eating your 
dinner!
According to a list of unusual claims 
released by a mobile-phones 
insurance company in November, 
people lose their phones in the most 
unexpected places. For example, a 
Devon farmer lost his up the rear 
end of a cow, while using the device 
as a torch during a calving.

The pleasures of pets at 
Christmas
A hand with the baking and help 
with the washing up.

Two to think about
Guessing game
Writing to The Daily Telegraph in 
October, David Guess from 
Hertfordshire commented: ‘When 
ordering some goods, I was asked 
my name. I told the shopkeeper, 
and he replied: “Rumplestiltskin?”’.

Escargots to go
Meanwhile, in the i of 13th October, 
Neville Denson from Cumbria 
observed, in relation to the growing 
popularity of snails in many 
upmarket restaurants: ‘But surely, 
by their very nature, they’ll never 
catch on in fast-food outlets’.
The pain of pets at Christmas
Overeating and the outcomes.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and 
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses 
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write 
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not 
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800 
words and we think they should be!

Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although 
we accept hand-written items that are legible.

Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.

What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free. 
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we 
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are 
not obliged to include all items submitted.

Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per 
issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page 
advertisements are not normally 
accepted. Contact the advertising 
managers, Amanda and Andrew 
Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via 
the methods listed at the bottom of 
the page.

Copy deadline: please see the 
bottom of page 3.

Send any material for Roundabout 
by:

Email: roundabout@woodhouse-
eaves.co.uk

Hand or post: Roundabout, 
Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse 
Eaves, LE12 8RG
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What’s on in December & January
December

Sat 1st 1.30 St Paul’s Church Christmas Bazaar. Village Hall, 50p
Sat 1st 7.30 Stand-up Comedy Night. Tickets PO, 

Village Hall.
Village Hall, £8

Mon 3rd 7.00 Parish council meeting. All welcome. Village Hall
Tues 4th 10.30–

12.00 
Old W’house Coffee Society, 
Christmas Coffee morning. Proceeds 
to St Mary in the Elms and STEPS.

Community 
Hall

Wed 5th 7.30 Bradgate Flower Club, ‘Christmas 
Extravaganza’, Julie Woods. Tel. 0153 
041 5378.

Village Hall, 
visitors £5

Thu 6th 12.30 Senior Citizens’ Christmas Dinner + St 
Paul’s School choir. (01509) 890 572.

Baptist Church 
Hall (see p. 16)

Thu 6th 7.00 Christmas music from Welbeck DSFC 
students. Raffle. 

St Paul’s 
Church, £5

Sat 8th 7.00 Woodhouse Jubilee Christmas Party, 
three-course meal plus wine. Contact 
Janice Slater (01509) 890 105.

Community 
Hall, £20

Mon 10th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘Grace Dieu 
Priory’, Ernest Miller.

Methodist 
Church

Wed 12th 7.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘A 
passion for wildlife’, Dale Osborne, 
Senior Warden, Watermead Park.

Village Hall, 
non-membs £2

Sat 15th 7.00 ‘Christmas Cracker’, Caroline Sharp 
Singers. Proceeds to Alzheimer’s Soc. 
Tickets PO or on door (see p.35).

Baptist Church, 
£5

Wed 19th 7.30 WI, ‘Timeless entertainment and carvery’, 
Ian Rogerson. Comp: Prettiest parcel.

Village Hall, 
£2.50 

Sun 23rd 6.00 Carols by Candlelight, followed by 
refreshments (see p.19).

Baptist Church

Mon 31st 7.30 New Year’s Eve Dance with Auld 
Spyce. Bring your own refreshments. 
Tickets PO or tel. (01509) 890 244.

Village Hall, 
£10

January
Mon 7th 7.00 Parish council meeting. All welcome. Village Hall
Wed 9th 7.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Gran 

Paradiso National Park’, Jerry Griffiths.
Village Hall, 
non-membs £2

Mon 14th 7.30 Local History Group, ‘Royal 
Leicestershire Regiment’, Mel Gould.

Methodist 
Church

Wed 16th 7.30 WI, ‘The history of textiles’, Ruth Singer. Village Hal


