Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Rosemary May, Neil
Robinson, Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Natalie Ward.
Editor for this issue: Natalie Ward
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
I hope this month finds you well, and still keeping to those New Year’s
Resolutions. Although February can feel a little flat with getting back into a
routine after the whirl of festivities, there is hopefully plenty in this month’s
issue to entertain. We have award winners (p.12 and p.26), tales of school
hi-jinks (p.17) and the local history group’s tales of local ghosts and legends
(p.23). We also want to hear from you this month ‒ please do get in touch
and let us know your thoughts and suggestions of any ways we could
improve Roundabout (p.7 and p.33).
Natalie Ward

Parish council news
Finances
The parish council makes its annual precept demand in January, following
its budget discussions during the previous November and December. The
precept is the amount of council tax that comes back to the parish each
year. For the next financial year starting in April 2015, the parish council has
asked Charnwood Borough Council, which collects council tax, for £71,355
G a rise of approximately £3.62 per year for a Band D household. The
council figures are partly based on the 2014/15 financial year because
Charnwood Borough Council will not set its own budget until February. The
council tax base for this parish is the 945 properties that are sent a council
tax bill. The parish council also has to pay council tax.
It costs a lot more than the amount gained in council tax to do the parish
council's work – the rest of the income comes from letting the premises and
from any grants and donations for special projects. The parish council does
not only maintain all the property owned by it, but also pays for work done
by the county and borough such as street lighting and emptying litter bins.
The council also benefits from the generosity of a lot of volunteers. This
parish is very lucky to have so many people willing to lend a hand, and the
parish council's staff are especially grateful for their support.
Village Hall extension project
As this project is developing, the best place to find out more is the parish
council website. Most of the information is on this page:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/village-hall-extension-project1.html
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Other updates appear in the minutes of either the parish council or the King
George’s Field Charity. The minutes can be opened from the Council
Meetings page for each monthly meeting at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/council-meetings.html; and the most
recent minutes are pinned on the notice board alongside the village hall
door.
If you don’t have access to the website then please contact the clerk, by
telephone (01509) 890 050, email clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk,
or by writing to the council at 272 Forest Road, Woodhouse, Loughborough
LE12 8UA.
Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday, 2nd February at 7.30pm in the
village hall. Anyone can attend council meetings. The charity meeting is
held straight after the council meeting and usually finish at around 9.15pm.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
For parish council information, including meeting dates and minutes, see
http://woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/
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News in brief
Roundabout survey
Back in July 2009 we asked for your thoughts on the magazine, and for
your suggestions for improvements. Nearly six years on, we would love to
hear from you again as there have been numerous changes within the
Roundabout Committee, and we want to ensure that the magazine is still as
good as it can be.
Please do complete the survey and share your feedback. You can either
complete it online at www.woodhouse-eaves.com or see pp.33-34 to
complete it in hard copy (please complete and hand in to the Post Office).
Please ensure all surveys are completed by 28th February 2015. We look
forward to hearing from you!
Natalie Ward
Parking appeal
Following appeals for the parish council's help at the December 2014
meeting, all residents with driveway space or garages are urged to try to
use them for their parking, especially on roads which fill up when everyone
returns home from work. Parking on the street, especially at the bottom of
Maplewell Road or Main Street, can have a detrimental impact not only on
residents without driveways or garages, but also on local retailers.
Ann Irving
A family’s thanks for support
You are probably aware that sadly Brian Axon who lived at The Old School
in Woodhouse Eaves passed away on 27th November 2014. Maureen Axon
and her daughters, Helen and Alison would like to thank everyone for their
kindness and support during Brian's illness. Your support and caring words
meant so much and carried us all through a very tough time. We were
absolutely stunned by the huge attendance for his funeral; we know he
would have been amazed and very touched that so many of you came to
pay your respects. We always knew this was a fantastic village, but the last
few weeks have proved this beyond doubt. Thank you.
Maureen, Helen and Alison and all of Brian's family
Beacon Players’ performance postponed
Unfortunately due to building works being carried out at the village hall, the
Beacon Players’ production has once again had to be postponed until 19th,
20th and 21st November 2015.
Amanda Hubbard
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Superfast broadband is here (in some areas)
There was a meeting held on 24th November 2014 with representatives
from Leicestershire County Council, Woodhouse Parish Council and
neighbouring parishes, as well as the Rural Web group.
(www.ruralweb.org.uk) Although superfast broadband is now available in
certain parts of the local area, some challenges remain which are currently
being explored. Minutes of the meeting are available from the parish council
clerk, or from broadband@ruralweb.org.uk.
Natalie Ward
Policing update
At the November beat surgery, Police Community Support Officer (PCSO)
Chris Kendall stated that the local neighbourhood watch scheme is working
well, and the police are very pleased with Mervyn Greenhalgh’s network.
Residents and businesses who want to receive neighbourhood watch email
alerts should provide Mervyn with their contact details via
NHW@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk. People should email
charnwood.lpu@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk or telephone 101 to report
incidents except in the case of emergencies, where 999 should be used.
Ann Irving
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New family worker in Woodhouse Eaves
I would just like to introduce myself; my name is
Emma Lowe and I am the new family worker for
the Baptist Church in Woodhouse Eaves. I have
lived in Loughborough for over 23 years, growing
up in Shepshed, and am actually a Methodist local
preacher as well, so I could turn up in either
church. I am really excited about this opportunity
and hope to become a regular face in the village. I
look forward to meeting you all.
Emma Lowe
Emma Lowe.
Have your say on proposed changes to the mobile library service
Following a public consultation in 2014, Leicestershire County Council
agreed a new library service to meet budgetary requirements. It is looking to
ensure the mobile library service can meet local needs. A consultation has
begun on a series of proposals regarding frequency of visits and updating
the network of mobile library stops. You can read the full consultation
document and have your say at
www.leics.gov.uk/haveyoursay/mobilelibraries.
Natalie Ward
Cricket club update
This is the close of the season for the Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club so to
keep in touch, and to keep their grey matter active, some of the members
entered the regular quiz at The Curzon Arms. The team won the charity quiz
at the village hall in November but so far have not been successful at The
Curzon. They will keep on trying… We are also now trying to get our bodies
into shape and bring our cricketing skills up to scratch with practices at the
indoor nets. These are held at the National Academy, Loughborough
University from 8.00pm to 9.00pm every Thursday. New members will be
very welcome.
Next season is the club’s 120th year. This probably makes it the oldest club
in the village but we will be happy to hear of any other club claiming older
roots. Despite this, the club is aware that they are not exempt from the
problems facing the game nationally, such as shortage of members, the
cost of maintaining facilities etc. The committee therefore continue to seek
active members (both playing and non-playing) who can contribute to the
ongoing well-being of the club. Please contact Don on (01509) 890 828 or
at donrbennett@hotmail.com.
Don Bennett
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Nursery pantomime visit
As a Christmas treat for the
children, Woodhouse Day
Nursery took their pre-schoolers
to see the Sleeping Beauty
pantomime at Loughborough
Town Hall. The children sat
beautifully for the entire duration
of the pantomime, and showed
off their excellent manners and
listening skills. Each and every
one loved getting involved by
shouting out popular pantomime
sayings such as ‘he’s behind you’
and even enjoyed the part where
they got wet from a water pistol. Children boarding coach to Loughborough.
Kimberley Gregory
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Photographs of the Advent windows available
In recent years Woodhouse Eaves churches have asked if villagers would
like to display a themed scene in their windows during the period of Advent.
Each day a different house would display a scene (preferably illuminated)
so that by Christmas Day around 24 windows (or more) around the village
would be displayed until Twelfth Night. Previous themes include ‘light' and A
Christmas Carol, but for Advent 2014, we decided on 'anything from the
Christmas story', and some local businesses also got involved. All the
photographs are on the Baptist Church website:
www.sites.google.com/site/weebc02. Although it is still very early in the
year, if anyone would like to join in for Advent 2015, email
macoo_uk@yahoo.co.uk.
Martin Cooke
Elections 2015
With this being the year of the General Election on 7th May, for anyone
inspired to get involved in local politics, parish and borough council
elections will also be held. You can find information at
www.leicestershireandrutlandalc.gov.uk/elections and
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/elections-and-co-options.
Nominations have to be in to Charnwood Borough Council by 9th April.
Natalie Ward
Don’t Muck Around Award winners
Roundabout July/August 2014 and November 2014 explained the great
work of Katie Winston, Emma Taylor-Clarke and Imogen Power, who joined
the parish litter picking volunteers during the summer of 2014 as part of the
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. The litter picking team subsequently
nominated them for a Don't Muck Around Award from Charnwood Borough
Council in recognition of the superb work they did with us. We are delighted
that they have won the Don't Muck Around Award in the Schools and Young
People’s category. The ceremony was held on 27th November 2014 at
Burleigh Court, Loughborough University's conference centre. If anyone is
interested in joining the litter picking team please contact Pam on (01509)
890 930 or email pam.crankshaw1@gmail.com.
Pam Crankshaw
See p.26 for more information on Katie, Emma and Imogen, and p.12 for details of the
parish’s other Don’t Muck Around Winners; the Junior Gardening Club. Ed.
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Don’t Muck Around Award winners – the Junior
Gardening Club
There is an old adage of ‘it takes a village to raise a child’; well you could
extrapolate that to encompass growing a garden with a child too. For the
last two years various individuals in Woodhouse Eaves and Woodhouse
have come together to raise the Junior Gardening Club (JGC) all the way
up to award status.
Sowing the seeds
JGC started out as an idea presented to Woodhouses Garden Club two
winters ago by Jill McLeod, as a way of putting gardening skills into younger
hands. One of the main aims of getting school-aged children into gardening
was not only to form a lifelong love affair of gardening, but also to provide
kids with an avenue for them to be able to grow vegetables, fruits and
flowers to enjoy. The then Woodhouses Garden Club committee, consisting
of Andrew Garland, Kathryn Fraser and Deirdre Cobb, enthusiastically
threw their support into the fledgling idea and thus the JGC was formed as
an off-shoot of Woodhouses Garden Club.
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Early growth
The first year saw the JGC without a fixed piece of land to tend. Rochelle
Foster, then an allotment holder, offered to share her allotment section so
that the kids could have a place to dig in and get going. The first year wasn’t
the most productive in terms of produce but what it did generate was great
enthusiasm in the young gardeners. The sunflowers that year stood very tall
and proud and were seen by anyone trekking through the allotment for they
appeared like telescopes above the green waves of leaf cover. At the end of
the growing season, Rochelle decided to take a break from large-scale
gardening for a while, meaning the group needed to find new space. Linda
Winston, the organizer of the allotments, came to the group’s rescue in that
late autumn when half an allotment became available.
Making beds
Over the following winter months
the blank canvas was transformed
into a space that was far more
than a garden; it blossomed into a
classroom, picnic ground and
water garden with individual raised
garden beds for each young
participant. Pete Butler and Louise
Reyner were pulling down their
existing house, and were asked by
JGC if the floor joists could be
recycled into raised garden beds. Weeding and successive plantings.
They agreed and even helped haul, with Vanessa Thompson who was
working on her own allotment, 39 joist boards down from their site, along
Main Street and up the hill of the allotments. Graham McLeod pulled out old
nails and anchors before he made the first nine raised beds needed to get
the JGC off and running in their second year. The beds were then sunk in to
the ground by a group of friends; Harpreet Mann, Katheryn Fraser, and
Jenis Taylor, and they did it with a great deal of laughter and success.
Voluntary donations
During those spring months, a young local lad, Matthew Fowle, who was
finishing up his time at university was awarded, for his own work and
involvement with his university allotments, a sum to be donated to any nonprofit group he chose. Hearing of the JGC through Ann Irving, Matthew
kindly donated his award to help further the young group’s efforts (see
Roundabout September 2013).
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Over the second growing season the JGC continued to flourish with the
help of many including plant donations from Ann Irving and other gardeners
from the allotments who would share extra seedlings. All of this early bounty
led to some great things out of the gardens with each JGC member working
their own square raised bed as they saw fit. Colour was in abundance with
eye-catching flowers and large vegetables that even the slugs couldn’t
resist. Several kids were able to enter adult as well as youth categories this
year at the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show, with prizes
including a few firsts, seconds and thirds.
Award Winning
The Don’t Muck Around Award therefore truly belongs to the villagers who
helped raise the seedling idea of a kids’ gardening group into the growing
success that it is. Many hands made light work of hard labour needed to
physically get the allotment area into a workable order while other hands,
like those attached to Amanda Garland, poured drinks for thirsty kids and
adults on overly sunny days. No matter who helped, or how, the Junior
Garden club is the success it is because the villages came together to help
raise it.
Jill McLeod

14

Roundabout February 2015

Farewell to our faithful deliverers
For those of us associated with Roundabout the year begins on a note of
gratitude tinged with sadness, in that Eric and Diane Allsop have decided to
call it a day as deliverers of our magazine. Between them, they have
covered Main Street from the Old Bulls Head to the junction of Maplewell
Road since the magazine was re-launched in
April 2006. A rough reckoning suggests that
since then, they have posted well over 6,500
copies through a range of letterboxes ranging
from the convenient to the decidedly
challenging. If Eric’s eyes were as good as his
legs I am sure they would be carrying on, but
being registered blind does pose severe
challenges.
Meeting as teachers

Eric and Diane Allsop.

Although Diane is a genuine local, Eric is a ‘blow-in’ from the Manchester
area who came down to the East Midlands to complete a two-year
emergency teacher training course at Loughborough College after the war.
He specialised in teaching physical education, though later in his teaching
career he diversified and became head of resources at King Edward VII
School, Coalville, which gave him access to what now seem primitive
duplicating devices such as the Banda machine and the later and more
sophisticated Gestetner copier. Eric and Diane first met when he lived at
Charnwood Hall, a residence for college students, and was invited back to
take tea with the Selby family the day after a ball to celebrate the opening of
a new gymnasium on the Loughborough College campus. That was the
start of a happy courtship and a subsequent marriage which so far has
lasted for over 62 years.
Village involvement
In our parish we benefited enormously from the commitment of Eric and
Diane to the local community as our former editor, Evelyn Brown, recorded
in her article ‘Eavesdropping on Roundabout: a Newsletter is Conceived’
(see Roundabout July/Aug. 2013 edition). This commitment extended to the
production of a village directory in the mid-nineties and regular involvement
in the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show and Open Gardens
as well as organizing the planting of spring bulbs in the parish: few
residents have given more to their local community.
We look forward to seeing them around the village even though they won’t
be spotted delivering Roundabout on Main Street.
Tony Lenney
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College raises over £4,500 for local and national
charities in just one term
Students and staff at Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College have had a busy
term of fundraising for various charities.
A large proportion of the total
amount raised was achieved through
a charity auction in aid of the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal. The
students, who study technical A-level
subjects and are generally destined
for careers as engineers and
technical officers, showed off their
artistic abilities by creating nearly 40
pieces of artwork for the auction.
Students at the Poppy Appeal Auction with
Julie Mayer and Tony Wadsworth
Col. R. Martin and Mrs Martin.
from Radio Leicester were the
auctioneers and the event raised a total of £2,820. The cheque for the
money raised was presented to Colonel (Col.) Robert Martin, local president
of the Royal British Legion by college principal, Peter Middleton and
Katherine Shaw, head of the charities committee.
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The Poppy Appeal was followed shortly by the BBC’s Children in Need
which saw students out of their uniforms and dressed in ‘mufty’ for the day.
A number of the boarding houses had social events to raise money and
celebrate this good cause.
Other good causes
In December students have been volunteering at the local Rainbows
Hospice, by helping to clear up after their open day. Some of our students
raised money by taking part in the Loughborough Santa Fun Run while
others helped by marshalling the
event. The event was a great
success and raised much-needed
funds for Rainbows Children’s
Hospice.

Student runners and marshals at the
Loughborough Santa Fun Run.

Welbeck’s students raised a grand
total of £4,799 this term. Other
charities that have benefited from
the college fundraising effort include
Macmillan Cancer Support and the
Pilgrim Bandits.
Heather Neep

School jinks and pranks
Former Maplewell Hall School teacher, Mark Temple, shares some of the jokes and
misbehaviour he experienced during his time there ‒ predominately from the staff
themselves! Ed.

For sixty years Maplewell Hall has been a local authority school catering for
students with special educational needs, surviving changes of local
government and national policy; sometimes by the skin of its teeth. Why?
Well I liked to think because we did an exceptionally good job but that’s not
what I want to talk about; I simply wish to set the scene for a tale of plotting
and counter-plotting, of intrigue and of sweet revenge…
Staff rivalries
My first head teacher, Mr Wyles, ran a disciplined, happy ship, in spite of
being rather old-fashioned. He advocated shoe-cleaning every Friday and
the use of fish knives whenever the kitchen served up plaice. Nevertheless
he also had a mischievous sense of humour; not quite Carry on Matron,
more, Last of the Summer Wine. In the 1980s, the teachers were still
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expected to fulfil regular evening duties alongside the care staff. It made for
good social relationships but there was nevertheless a conspicuous, friendly
rivalry between the two staffs that surfaced during annual events like the It’s
a Knockout afternoon and the skittles evening. Both groups were constantly
vying to score points over each other with an array of pranks; all on the
understanding that you did not involve the students in any of the stunts.
Visits from ‘guys’ and disappearing cars
I recall the night we scared one of the house-mothers (indeed that is what
they were called then) by placing the bonfire guy in her bathroom. When
she returned to her flat in the shadows (as we had removed the light bulb)
the tramp-like figure was sat on her lavatory. The same house-mother also
once lost her straw-yellow Fiat Uno when we put it in the kitchen garden
disguised as a small haystack with bales ‘borrowed’ from our farming
neighbour.
Snowy owls and ‘interesting’ patisserie
A care-staff triumph occurred when we received a phone call, purporting to
come from the same farming neighbour, stating that there was a snowy owl
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in a tree overhanging our chicken pen and that he had already lost several
hens to the same predator. We spent ages outside before discovering the
owl was in fact a plastic bag flapping wildly in the branches where it had
become entangled. The care-staff were nearly wetting themselves with
laughter by the time the rest of us returned red-faced to the staff room.
On another occasion the boys had had iced buns for supper and there was
one left over, which I reserved for myself for later. One house-mother
decided it would be a wheeze to fill some of the buns with English mustard.
Unfortunately one senior boy sneaked into the pantry and pinched the
contaminated bun intended for me. His loud protestation on tasting the
added ingredient could be heard throughout the building. He was
admonished for his deed and so was the house-mother when the matron
(yes, we also had a matron) found out what had occurred. Our pranks were
curtailed for several weeks after the bun incident.
Surprising greetings
The truce between that housemother and I did not last long. One morning
she and her husband had spotted me walking up the road from the village.
They normally parked their Volvo estate by the verge outside their cottage,
about 100 yards below the school gates. Crossing the road I was forced to
skirt around their parked car. What I didn’t realise was that they had spotted
me and had reclined their seats in order to lay flat and conceal themselves
from view. As I drew alongside their vehicle they both shot to an upright
position yelling like banshees, causing me to scream like a schoolgirl and
throw the entire contents of my briefcase and lunch box into the gutter.
Revenge and shocking welcomes
Now I don’t think I am vindictive sort of chap but needless to say these
events served to focus my mind on the sweet notion of revenge and I didn’t
have to wait long. Three weeks later, entering the kitchen-yard playground, I
spied my colleague's purple Volvo. There, sat in the passenger seat, was
the house-mother in question wearing her familiar brown duffel-coat,
seemingly nodding off in the spring sunshine. I crept forward furtively, like
Sylvester after Tweetie Pie, and then rose stealthily up the side of the
passenger door. With a deafening shriek I presented my best gurning face
to the car’s side window as the startled hooded figure spun round. Imagine
my shock as the face that confronted me was not my work-colleague but
that of a young woman who I had never seen before! She screamed back at
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me, which was understandable in the circumstances I suppose. She
wouldn’t unwind the car window to allow me to apologize so what could I
do?
Fit for the job
What made matters worse was that I later discovered the young lady had
come to the school for the first time to attend an interview for a job as nightsleeping staff. She had been spotted walking up from the village bus stop
and given a lift by my colleague. Arriving at school a good ten minutes early
she had chosen to wait in the car to collect her thoughts before going in for
her appointment with matron. If this wasn’t all bad enough I also discovered,
weeks later I might add, that she had only recently recovered from a
nervous breakdown after leaving her previous job as a dental hygienist.
Needless to say, she didn’t get the job but personally I don’t think she would
have coped well with everyday challenges that schools throw up!
Mark Temple
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Stoneywell update
It is said that time flies by when
you’re having fun, and perhaps
nowhere could this be truer than
at Stoneywell. No sooner had we
opened for visitors to have a
sneak peek in October and
November than it was time to
close for the winter.
Opening to visitors for the
autumn provided us with a great
Stoneywell surrounded by daffodils.
opportunity to find our feet before
our grand opening event in March this year, and truly demonstrated the
potential that Stoneywell has. Having opened so quietly that we barely told
a soul, we welcomed over 3,000 visitors in just those two months, and some
people returned for their second (or even third) visit, to see how the garden
had changed in that short time! I can guarantee that the garden will have
changed even more since then; in fact, I’m planning to go on ‘Daffodil
Watch’ this spring, as that vision of a golden carpet may well be enough to
inspire another poem or two!
Winter closures
While we’ve been closed for the winter we’ve been carrying out vital
conservation work, with the ongoing support of our team of dedicated
volunteers. We’ve been working hard to inventory, mark and record all
objects in our collection so that we can continue to care for them for future
generations – no mean feat given the large number of books throughout the

Roundabout February 2015

21

house, not to mention the stunning Arts and Crafts inspired furniture! The
tree surgeons have been on site so that we can continue to enjoy the swing
on the hornbeam tree for years to come, and we’ve even had a volunteer
repairing the dry stone wall to the walled garden.
Plans for the New Year
So what does 2015 hold for us? Well, we’re excitedly preparing for our
grand opening, which will be attended by Dame Helen Ghosh, the National
Trust’s Director General. We’re also looking forward to creating a variety of
children’s trails and perfecting our recipes for cakes and scones (through
regular taste tests) which will be baked daily and served in our tearoom. We
hope to see many of you there.
If you would like to join the team at Stoneywell as a volunteer, tearoom
assistant or driver, please call (01530) 248 040 or email
stoneywell@nationaltrust.org.uk to find out more.
Caroline Taylor
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Local History Group: Leicestershire ghosts and
legends
‘Leicestershire ghosts and legends’ was an appropriate title for a dark
winter’s evening in December as David Bell, one-time primary-school
teacher and now a writing member of the Crime Writers’ Association, gave
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group a ‘spirited’ résumé
of many of Leicestershire’s tall tales and spooky happenings.
Tall tales
Among local legends is the tale of Bel the giant who boasted that he could
reach Leicester from his village in three huge leaps on his sorrel mare.
Mounting his horse at Mountsorrel (where else?), his first leap took him to
Wanlip (‘one leap’), the second broke his horse’s harness and heart at
Birstall (‘burst all’) while the third killed both horse and rider. They were
buried where they fell, at Belgrave (of course).
Rather more gruesome is the story of Black Annis, the one-eyed witch with
talons, who reputedly dug herself a cave in which to live at Dane Hills. She
would perch in a tree outside the cave and drop onto passers-by, kill them
for food and use their skins to make clothes. She is also said to have
appeared to Richard III when he struck his foot on the stonework of the old
Bow Bridge as he rode out of Leicester on his way to battle at Bosworth.
She prophesied that his head would strike the same stone on his way back,
a prophecy that came true. Threats of Black Annis are still used by some
Leicester parents to scare their children into good behaviour.
Spooky happenings – ancient and modern
Probably the best-known ghost is that of 16-year-old Lady Jane Grey, the
‘nine-days-queen’, beheaded for treason by Mary Tudor in February 1554. A
ghost coach and horses has been seen on New Year’s Eve bearing a
headless Jane back home. Strangely, they disappear at Newtown Linford
church, only to reappear nine days later to complete the drive up to the
ruins of Bradgate Hall.
A 20th century ghost appeared to a washing-machine engineer as he was
driving along Gallows Lane (B4116) near Measham in 1975. As he stopped
at the cross roads, an elderly man in a mackintosh and flat cap cycled
slowly in front of him and then disappeared. Local people have also seen
the phantom cyclist who is thought to be George Hogg, a miner, who was
killed by a car as he cycled to Measham in the wartime black-out of 1940.
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A touch of sadness
The evening of legends and hauntings was tinged with sadness, however,
because our former chair, Brian Axon, wasn’t with us to enjoy the
entertainment. Having worked so hard to resurrect the local history group in
2014, bringing in new people to help organize a programme of talks, sadly
Brian passed away on 27th November; but his enthusiasm for local history
lives on in the determination of members to continue bringing the local
community stories of our past.
See ‘What’s on’ for details of our next meeting.
Evelyn Brown
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Scouting news
By the time you read this, an era will have come to an end and the old
Scout Hut will have been removed as part of the village hall extension
project. I write this having spent the last couple of days with leaders and
helpers, emptying the hut of all our gear and moving it into interim storage.
Among the items we found were souvenirs from a 1961 camp, older than
most of us there (sadly myself being an exception). And even after
discarding a lot of older and outdated kit, we still had a considerable amount
of equipment to find a home for.
Farewells and future plans
It was with considerable sadness that we bade a final farewell to what has
been our home for over 50 years. We won’t be able to expand our numbers
as we had hoped, but we have a full and exciting programme ahead,
including a meeting with Bear Grylls (Chief Scout) at Conkers, an Easter
camp at John’s Lee Wood and a camp at Mallory Park Racing Circuit. The
Explorers have a busy time ahead with several Duke of Edinburgh teams
active this year. We also have two Monopoly events; Loughborough
Monopoly on 12th February is a warm up for the real thing; London
Monopoly on 28th February to 1st March. And the weekend after we have
High Adventure, as always in a mystery location (we are 2014 champions
and trophy holders).
Meeting locations
Scouts, who meet on Mondays, will do so until further notice in the room
upstairs at Methodist Church on Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves. Cubs,
who meet on Tuesdays, hope also to do the same. Beavers, who meet on
Thursdays, will now meet in St Paul’s Church; many thanks to the Reverend
Lisa for bravely offering us this accommodation (I wonder if she knew, when
she volunteered, that an indoor camp fire was on our programme for this
term?). Explorers, who also meet on Thursdays, but later, have yet to find a
home, although a lot of their activities are offsite this term.
We’d like to thank all parents and parishioners who have supported us and
hope that you will continue to do so. We’ll be having a slightly modified
spring jumble sale as usual on 21st March and we’ll be out and about at the
May Day Challenge. We also hope to hold our Scarecrow Festival in early
October.
Graham Cameron
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Don’t Muck Around Award – litter pickers
Further to our previous articles on the Duke of Edinburgh litter pickers (see
Roundabout July/August and November 2014), this month we conclude our
updates on the three local volunteers; Katie Winston, Emma Taylor-Clarke
and Imogen Power, who were nominated for Charnwood Borough Council’s
Don’t Muck Around Award.
Award ceremony
We spoke to Katie Winston, who told us about her and her team’s
experience’s at the formal award presentation evening. The girls were
impressed by the formality of the event, which was also attended by the
Mayor of Charnwood. Katie, Emma and Imogen, aged 15 and 16, were
served a four-course meal before receiving their award, where Katie
comments, ‘We were very shocked when we won, as there were so many
people there who we thought were deserving’. Emma, Imogen and Katie
were one of four worthy nominees from across the borough in the Schools
and Young People Category, and so their success is a great achievement
and something to be immensely proud of.
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Next steps
Imogen and Katie have decided to progress onto their Silver Duke of
Edinburgh Award, this time devoting their now six-month volunteer work to
the role of dog walker for the Dogs Trust; another well-deserving cause
always in need of volunteers. Reflecting back on their experience as part of
the local litter picking group, the girls are glad that they chose to dedicate
their time to help their own community, and have all become more alert to
litter and its polluting nature; ‘we always notice the amount of litter around
us now!’. It is clear that not only has this volunteering culminated to an
award, but to a life-long awareness of the damages that litter can create.
The extra mile
The evident commitment of Emma, Katie and Imogen to their Bronze Duke
of Edinburgh volunteering work as litter pickers is a success for both the
girls and the village. The girls worked far beyond what was necessary to
pass a volunteer segment of a Duke of Edinburgh Award. It is this element
of going above and beyond that we feel has amounted to the richlydeserved title of the 2014 Winner of Schools and Young People’s Don’t
Muck Around Award; well done!
Millie Elliott and Jenny Hall

Woodhouses Garden Club – December
decorations
The Christmas meeting for the Woodhouses
Garden Club was a more hands on affair
than usual. We were joined by Lillian
Coleman from the Bradgate Flower Club who
demonstrated how to make Christmas
decorations for the table in a few different
designs. She seemed to start with a few
random flowers, candles and sparkly bits and
pieces in front of her and within minutes had
transformed them into the beautiful display in
the photo. Of course, as anyone who is good
at what they do she made it look so simple.
Everyone was enthralled and she happily
answered questions and did something again
if we hadn’t quite seen how it had been
Lillian Coleman shows how it’s
achieved.
done.
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Over to us
Next it was our turn! We had all raided our gardens for armfuls of the usual
suspects of holly and ivy as well as any other promising looking foliage.
Additional ornamental pieces such as pine cones had been brought along
too – some natural and others sprayed to add a little extra sparkle. The aim
was to go home with a Christmas door wreath and again Lillian dazzled us
with how easy she made it look. She started with the wire frame and
showed us how to attach small bunches of the foliage with florist’s wire and
work our way around. As novices we made slower progress but Lillian was
there to support, advise and cajole our endeavours and before long there
were some very respectable-looking wreaths.
Things to take away
However obvious this may seem, our own efforts with holly proved very
prickly and perhaps we would choose another type of foliage next time even
if it might not be quite so seasonally conventional! The evening was nicely
rounded off with wine, mulled apple juice and plenty of nibbles. The handson aspect of the evening certainly seems to have appealed to people and
we look forward to something similar being included in the programme
again in the future.
Amanda Garland
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February in the garden
The days are still short and the weather still wintry but there are some days
now where the beginnings of spring doesn’t seem too far away. Even in the
smallest garden it pays to take advantage of these days and get ahead of
the game with some jobs that will save you time once spring really gets
underway.
Bright days ahead
I like the anticipation that February brings to the garden; spring bulbs are
emerging and the soil is beginning to reawaken. On a dry day, fork and rake
over bare patches of soil where you plan to sow hardy annuals. Lift and
divide clumps of snowdrops when in leaf or 'in the green' and replant
around the garden. This is the best way of getting this stunning little bulb to
spread. Also cut off the heads of hydrangeas, pruning back the shoots to a
pair of buds, and cut out any dead stems on hardy fuchsias. On the
vegetable plot it is not too late to plant garlic ‒ as long as the bulb gets a
few weeks at less than ten degrees you should be ok. This month is also an
ideal time to sow rhubarb sets. Plant in a trench filled with compost or wellrotted manure with the bud just showing.
Out with the old
Pruning is a great job for a cold day when you only want to be outside for a
short time. You can accomplish quite a lot with 20 minutes of pruning and
not get too messy either! I find a lot of people are fearful of pruning; how
much to take off, where to make the best cut, but really a lot of it is just
common sense. If you know whether a shrub flowers on old or new wood
you should have a good idea on how to treat it. Also don’t be afraid to be
vigorous; it is hard to kill a plant by pruning. When to prune rose bushes is a
bone of contention among many gardeners but really while the plant is
dormant, any time is fine. I tend to prune mine twice; in November and then
again around this time of year. I have given my climbing roses a good hard
prune this year as a couple of them haven’t been performing as well as in
recent years. I’m hoping this will kick-start a good lot of new growth.
February is also a good time to prune flowering climbers. Cut back wisteria
to one or two buds from the main stem, making sure to remove any whippy
growth except those you want to train as new leaders. Late flowering
clematis can also be cut back at the end of this month. Make sure you cut
each stem cleanly above a low pair of green shoots.
Early colour
February in my garden is all about glimpses of the spring to come ‒ buds on
the apple tree, bulbs poking up through the earth, but over the years I have
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added some tried and tested favourites for early spring colour. Crocus
tommasinianus is a cheerful little bulb that flowers from the end of January
and into February. It has pretty mauve petals with bright orange stamens. It
is a useful bulb for borders or under deciduous trees and looks good
planted amongst snowdrops. The snowdrop is the bulb we all associate as
heralding spring; Galanthus S. Arnott flowers from February to March. It has
slender stalks of nodding white flowers, a delicate scent and is a good selfpropagator. Narcissus provide a welcome sight at the end of a long cold
winter and there are a few varieties that emerge at the very start of the year.
Narcissus tazetta is a lovely little daffodil whose leaves begin to emerge as
early as December. At the end of January it produces clusters of up to
fifteen small highly scented flowers with white petals and a yellow corona.
Hellebores are a jewel in any winter border and come in a variety of colours.
Hellebores like rich soil and semi-shade and grow to a height and spread of
about 30cm.
Make the effort
So if you can bear to tear yourself away from a good book and a nice
cuppa, get out into the garden ‒ it pays to have things ship-shape before
the soil begins to warm up and the garden awakes.
Jo Poultney
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February codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
2015 reality vs. Back to the
Future II

Can you spot what is wrong with
this vehicle?
South Yorkshire Police took delivery
of the vehicle above, but apparently
the spelling error was identified
immediately by staff and the error
was rectified the following day. ‒
www.metro.co.uk, 3rd December
2014. Thanks to Richard Oliver for
spotting this.
Runaway llama causes havoc In
Greater Manchester
A llama spooked by a dog prompted
a marathon six-hour chase through
the town of Littlebrough in Greater
Manchester. The llama, named
Calista, escaped from a field after
being scared by the pet. She was
on the loose until owner Dan Taylor
caught up with her at midnight.

In the 1989 film Back to the Future
II, Doc Brown (Christopher Lloyd),
Marty McFly (Michael J Fox) and his
girlfriend Jennifer Parker (Elizabeth
Shue) take off for the future and
land in 2015. Now that 2015 is
actually here, just what did the
writers predict correctly, and what is
perhaps still to come?
Correct projections include
wearable technology in the form of
spectacles that look very much like
Google Glasses, video calls and
microwave meals. Things we have
yet to see are flying cars,
hoverboards, self-tying shoes. The
writers were also over ambitious in
their projection of the popularity of
fax machines… ‒
www.telegraph.co.uk, 2nd January
2015.

Taylor, told Manchester Evening
News: ‘She was very frightened and
it will take her a long time to get
over this’. ‒
www.huffingtonpost.co.uk, 30th
December 2014.
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2015 Roundabout survey
How often do you read Roundabout?

 Never
 Occasionally
 Quite Often (5 or more issues/yr)
 Every issue

Which parts of Roundabout do you read regularly? (tick all that apply)

 Parish Council news
 News in Brief
 Adverts
 Last Word
 Gardening features

 Stories about local people
 Feature articles
 Reports & reviews of local events
 What’s On
 Codeword

Which is your favourite section of Roundabout? (choose 1)

 Parish Council news
 News in Brief
 Adverts
 Last Word
 Gardening articles

 Stories about local people
 Feature articles
 Reports & reviews of local events
 What’s On
 Codeword

Have you ever recommend an article in Roundabout to a friend?

Yes

 No

What other types of article would you like to read in Roundabout? (max. 50
words).
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Do you have any suggestions as to how we could make Roundabout better?
(max. 50 words).

How can we change? (tick all that apply)
Leave as is

Change

Page layout
Font/Font size
Photographs/Pictures
Front cover
What would you like us to change?

Are you?

 Male

0-10
 11-20
 21-30
 31-50
 51 – 70
 71+

What is your age?

Please rate Roundabout:
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 Female
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
methods listed at the bottom of the
page.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom
of page 3.
Send any material for Roundabout by:
Email: roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk
Hand or post: Roundabout,
Woodhouse Eaves Post Office,
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse
Eaves, LE12 8RG.
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What’s on in February
Mon
Mon

nd

2
9th

7.00
7.30

Tues 10th

7.30

Wed 11th

7.30

14th

8.00

Wed 18th

7.30

Thur 19th

7.15
prompt

Sat

Mon

16

th

7.30

February
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
Local History Group – ‘Leic. Transport
Heritage Trust & development of bus
services in Woodhouse Eaves’.
Ulverscroft Camera Club (£35 joining
fee) Also meeting on 24th.
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust,
‘Environmental Understanding for All:
the Work of the Field Studies Council’.
Sounds Like Swing (see advert p.30).
Telephone (01509) 891 090.
WI, ‘Keep Young And Beyouthful!’,
Clare Orbell. Comp: My favourite
beauty product.
Woodhouses Garden Club, recording
of Down to Earth by Radio Leicester.
March
Friends of Charnwood Forest AGM
and ‘Richard III and the Battle of
Bosworth’, Richard Knox.

Village Hall
Methodist
Church, £3
non-m’s
Village Hall, £2
members
Village Hall, £2
members,
£2.50 visitors
Village Hall,
£7.50
Village Hall

Village Hall,
free members,
£3 visitors
Village Hall, £3
visitors

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

Codeword Solution

36

Roundabout February 2015

