Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or leave out any items
submitted. The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept adverts for local
businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fundraising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda Garland,
Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Caroline Pook
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to download from the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.

2

Roundabout February 2016

Contents
Page
Editor’s note

5

Parish council news

5

News in brief

7

NatureSpot – recording the wildlife of Leicestershire
and Rutland

14

New year – new you

18

Bach in the subway… a glimpse of genius

20

The windmill on display

23

Local History Group: Leicestershire’s most
incredible history book

25

Local History Group: Victoria’s Royal Navy

26

The Beacon Players return

28

February in the cottage garden

29

Woodhouses Garden Club: willow-weaving
demonstration

31

Codeword

32

The last word

34

Contributions to Roundabout

Inside back cover

What’s on in February

Back cover

Deadline for submissions to the March 2016 issue:
Wednesday, 10th February
Email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Editor for March issue: Dawn Kirby

Roundabout February 2016

3

4

Roundabout February 2016

Editor’s note
At a time when our willpower to sustain new year’s resolutions may be
wavering, and many of us are languishing after longer, lighter days, this
edition of Roundabout aims to put the oomph back into your February.
Zainab Master’s offering focuses on setting realistic goals to create a new
you (see p.18), while Mark Temple writes a thought-provoking article about
how easy it is to miss beauty if we’re not in the right mindset (see p.20). I
hope that David Nicholls’ piece about the NatureSpot website (see p.14) will
encourage nature lovers to record local wildlife, and there’s also a double
dose of Local History Group talks (see pp.25-27) to enthuse history fans.
Caroline Pook

Parish council news
Little Libraries
Members of the Girl Guides talked about their Little Libraries project at the
December council meeting. Councillors heard how guides had carried out
research around the parish and Swithland to identify suitable sites for their
library boxes, where users can take a book in exchange for one of their
own. The little libraries (four are planned in the parish, each holding around
50 books for adults and children) should be very helpful to people now that
the county council’s mobile library visits have been reduced (for more, see
p.8) or for those who can’t walk to the stops. The plan is to build one box in
front of the parish hall. Creating these little libraries will keep guides (and
parents) busy over the winter months.
Fire service reductions
Councillor Rod Thomas reported that he had attended a consultation
meeting about planned fire service reductions. As a farmer, he had been
concerned about the ability of a reduced service to respond to farm fires.
However, statistics show that callouts have reduced considerably, and the
plans appear to be able to deliver an acceptable level of service.
Finances
The council’s responsible financial officer, Emily Rowley, had prepared a
budget for the 2016/17 financial year. Although finances will be tight while
the council repays the loan to supplement funds raised for the new
community building in Woodhouse Eaves, it will manage. In January, all
parish councils submit their demands (precepts) for their slice of
parishioners’ council tax. This council has asked for £72,782, which is
£1,427 more than the current precept, a rise of two per cent.
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As sole trustee of the King George’s Field charity, council members were
pleased to receive a small donation from the Baptist church’s coffee
mornings towards play facilities, and to receive news of a village
horticultural show donation to the Evergreens’ Christmas party. Other
income included a Charnwood Borough Council grant towards acoustic
panels for the new building, and a Friends of Charnwood Forest grant for a
new noticeboard outside the parish hall. We are very grateful for these and
other donations towards the running costs for the fairly large estate that the
council manages on the behalf of parishioners. One other small gain was to
note that the cost of street lighting had fallen slightly, fulfilling the promise
made when the parish converted to dimmed and part-night street lighting.
Missing minutes appeal
The council would be grateful if anyone knows where a missing volume of
council minutes might be. It covers the period from 1935 to 1947, has a
leather spine and is fairly fat. Although it has been missing for years, if you
have, or have seen, any old volumes with ‘Minute Book’ on the spine,
please contact the clerk. There is also a ringbound folder of minutes
missing from the 1980s, and it is possible that former councillors might still
have copies. Please keep an eye open when clearing old files.
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Playing field drainage
Dog walking on the playing field has been difficult over the last year, even
before the near-constant rainfall throughout December and January, so the
council agreed to explore ways to improve this. The last drainage works
appear to have been completed around 1987, apart from some minor
adjustments a few years ago, but it is clear that the field is deteriorating.
Any remedial work will need to be funded from grants. The exploration
should result in a plan and then grant applications can be made.
Handyperson
The council invites applications from anyone willing to be a self-employed
‘on call’ colleague for handyperson jobs around the parish. This would be
for, on average, four hours a week over the year. We would issue a contract
and, if all goes well, renew it annually. Some weeks there could be a lot of
tasks; other weeks none at all. We have no tools or store so the successful
applicant would need their own equipment and some personal insurance,
although they would also be covered by the council’s insurance. Please
contact the clerk on clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk or
(01509) 890 050 or for further details.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Appeal for Roundabout volunteers
Are you keen to take on a new challenge? If so, the Roundabout team
would like to hear from you. We’re looking for a new editor to help keep the
magazine running, and also for somebody with desktop publishing
experience. If you’re interested, please email roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk for an informal chat about these roles.
Editor
Keeping well over Christmas – clarifications
I would like to make the following clarifications about the table that
accompanied Zainab Master’s article in the December/January issue of
Roundabout. First, it was entitled ‘recommended alcohol unit intake’ when
the units quoted are the ‘recommended maximum alcohol intake’. Second, it
also incorrectly stated that wine is three per cent alcohol by volume (ABV)
when it is often four times stronger.
Dawn Kirby
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New Year’s Eve dance
A splendid time was had by all at the annual New Year's Eve dance at
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall! The hall was decked out in festive style,
and the warm glow of candles and
sounds of noisemakers filled the air.
Local musical group Rip the Sky kept
the place hopping as revellers of all
ages toasted in the new year.

Rip the Sky performing at the New Year’s
Eve dance.

The annual event was started 17 years
ago by Woodhouse Eaves band in
residence Aulde Spyce who sadly
played their final performance in 2014.
Rip the Sky took the baton last year and
the tradition continues.
Mark Wilde

Changes to mobile library service
From January, the Leicestershire mobile library service has been reduced to
one visit per month. The library, which stocks between 2,000 and 2,500
items, will stop at Woodhouse Eaves and Woodhouse on the third Friday of
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every month. On 19th February, it will call at four locations in Woodhouse
Eaves: Perry Close from 11.25am to 11.45am, Windmill Rise from 11.50am
to 12.10pm, outside Oakwood Pharmacy, Main Street, from 12.15pm to
1.00pm, and at Brand Lane from 1.05pm to 1.15pm. In Woodhouse it will
call at Briscoe Lane from 2.00pm to 2.15pm.
New users can join up on the bus (bring one form of ID) and get their library
cards, and you can also bring back books from other county libraries. This
is a free service, open to all ages, and a great opportunity to borrow up to
24 books per visit! See www.leics.gov.uk/mobilelibrary for more information.
Editor
Fight for Sight
Last year, Woodhouse Parish collected 580 pairs of spectacles, which were
donated and sent around the world to those who can’t afford them. Thank
you to those of you who made the effort. We have started this year with 31
pairs kindly left at Oakwood Pharmacy in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves.
Please continue to support this worthwhile charity.
Eric Allsop
Fundraising thank you
On behalf of Jacque Boyce, I would like to say a massive thank you to
everyone who helped support him recently, raising an amazing £680, which
was shared between Leicestershire Guide Dogs for the Blind and Cancer
Support.
We would like to thank all the local businesses that gave generous raffle
prizes and Santa presents at our fundraising event in the new community
building in Woodhouse Eaves in December. Santa did an amazing job,
turning up at his busiest time of year. Thanks to David Fuller, as well as to
the beautiful Buffy, doing her bit for the guide dogs with her 'family', Judith
and Vincent Riley. We also appreciated the support of the Reverend Lisa
Temperley-Barnes.
Jacque and Angela Boyce
Ofcom mapping site
Mobile phone coverage in the parish is patchy, so you might find Ofcom’s
mapping site useful. It shows the detail of coverage and, more importantly,
you can give feedback. If providers are aware of how poor coverage is, it
might encourage them to improve their service. For more information see
www.ofcom.org.uk/mobile-coverage
Ann Irving
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Free home energy checks for older people
As the cold weather bites, Age UK Leicester Shire & Rutland is offering free
home energy checks for older people this winter. If you’re over 55, the
charity can arrange for an experienced handyperson to check the
temperature in your home and whether there are draughts. They’ll inspect
your heating system and any insulation measures you have. They’ll offer
advice on how to save energy and, where appropriate, install simple and
practical energy-efficiency measures. The equipment that can be provided
includes low-energy bulbs, reflective panels behind radiators, draught
excluders, and cold alarms that sound an alert if a room drops below a
certain temperature.
To arrange a free home energy check, please contact Amy Welch on
0116 299 2254.
Editor
Leicestershire Police’s 180th anniversary
In 1836, Leicester Borough Police Force was established and since then
policing has consistently changed and evolved. The first Chief Constable,
Fredrick Goodyer, would have found the world of cybercrime, mobile
technology – and even the telephone – bewildering, but one thing that
remains the same is our commitment to protecting our communities.
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To commemorate this significant milestone, we would like the members
of the public to send us old photos, interesting stories and to lend us any
memorabilia or artefacts from policing history that could be used as part
of our celebrations.
Throughout 2016 we will be publishing 180 stories, photos and facts that
span our history, and we want the public to be part of this. Do you have any
old photos, newspaper clippings or a memory involving the police in the
parish that you want to share? If so, please get in touch by email at
180years@leicestershire.pnn.police.uk or drop off items to Southfield Road
police station in Loughborough. Please mark anything you send in as ‘180
years’ and include your name, address and contact details if you want items
returning. See www.leics.police.uk/categories/180-years-of-policing for the
latest about our 180-year celebrations.
Simon Cole, Chief Constable
Thomas Rawlins Educational Foundation
Are you keen to further your education? If you’re under 25 and live in
Woodhouse or Woodhouse Eaves, then the Thomas Rawlins Educational
Foundation may be able to help you. A grant from the foundation could help
fund your further education – whether it’s help with reading and writing,
maths, learning a new trade, studying music and the arts, or following a
passion for athletics or other sports. If you’re offered a grant, it can cover
education costs, as well as travel, both at home and abroad.
The foundation was set up over 100 years ago, and was the governing body
of Rawlins School until 1944. The foundation now continues as a charity,
managed by a body of trustees drawn from the parish and from Quorn and
Barrow on Soar.
If you’re interested in applying for a grant, please contact the clerk to the
trustees, Gillian Bertinat, at ThomasRawlins@bertinat.me.uk or on
0116 260 1491.
Editor
Beaumanor Hall: the ‘forgotten years’
Do you know anything about life at Beaumanor Hall in Woodhouse during
the period 1915 to 1939?
There is an extensive archive on Beaumanor Hall and Woodhouse during
the time of the seven generations of the Herrick family and, increasingly,
more is being learnt about the World War Two years when Beaumanor Hall
operated as an important secret wireless station. But after the death of
Sophia Perry Herrick in 1915, until 1939 when the military took over, little is
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currently known about the life and times of Beaumanor Hall. Caroline
Wessel, a county local historian, is currently researching this significant era
when, in 1915, William Montagu Curzon inherited the estate and added
Herrick to his name and, from around 1928, tenanted his home to Mrs
Francis Abel Smith, whose son married a royal princess.
Caroline is already in contact with descendants of both the Curzon Herricks
and the Abel Smiths, and also has access to the family archives of William
Curzon Herrick's faithful chauffeur. But she is very keen to learn more about
the domestic, social and village life at Beaumanor Hall at that time.
Can you contribute anything to this research, which will, it is hoped, become
a local publication? Do you know of anyone whose parents, grandparents or
acquaintances worked in the house or on the estate? Or do church or
parish records shed light on Beaumanor Hall’s activities during World War
One and the 1920s? Perhaps you have copies of Woodhouse church parish
magazines for 1915 to 1930?
If you can help with any of the above, Caroline would be pleased to hear
from you at cmwessel@aol.com or on 01455 822 404.
Editor
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Bluebell painting by local artist Alan White
Alan White was a wartime artist, whose paintings of local landmarks and
village scenes, in particular, are well known.
Patricia Gurney has been in touch with Roundabout as her mother was
given a bluebell painting by Alan White as a present in the late 1940s, and
Patricia is keen to know more about the painting and whether a copy
was made.
If you can shed any light on the painting, which was bought from a gallery in
Leicester market, please email Patricia on teadrinkertrish@gmail.com
Editor
Woodhouse and Swithland crockery
A few years ago, a number of cups,
side plates and dinner plates were
given to the Local History Group by
the Woodhouse and Swithland
Conservative Association when it
was disbanded.
The history group has kept a few Items
but can’t hold onto all of them, so will
happily give pieces to any reader who
would like some; a small donation to
the history group funds would be
appreciated. If you would like to see
them, please contact Mark Temple at
mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk
Roger Berkeley

Cups, side plates and dinner plates bearing
the association’s logo.

The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
On Sunday, 12th June 2016, her Majesty the Queen will celebrate her 90th
birthday with a street party in the Mall, London, and it is suggested that
street parties are organised throughout the country at the same time.
We are therefore thinking of doing something similar at the Woodhouse
Community Hall. If you’re interested in bringing a picnic to the hall for a fun
time celebrating together, or have any other ideas for the day, please get in
touch on (01509) 621 816.
Janice Slater
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NatureSpot – recording the wildlife of
Leicestershire and Rutland
If you haven’t visited the NatureSpot website yet, you’re missing out on
what has rapidly become one of the most popular resources for identifying
local wildlife. NatureSpot provides a photographic guide to nearly 5,000
species – all found in Leicestershire and Rutland. In addition, the website
invites the public to submit sightings of all wildlife
seen, helping to build a picture of what lives
where in the two counties.
The website is feature packed, including
pages that highlight the wildlife of parishes.
Woodhouse is one of these featured parishes,
listing 651 species recorded by local people.
Here you can see a list of all the recent wildlife
sightings plus images submitted with these
records. The impressive list includes some
fascinating species, including rare birds such as
The minotaur beetle.
the common crossbill and wood warbler, the
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uncommon roe deer, plus many wildflowers
of note such as the lesser skullcap, sanicle
and marsh violet. Some striking insects
have also turned up, such as the suitably
named minotaur beetle and the striped
oakbug.
Citizen science in action
NatureSpot was set up five years ago and is
run by volunteers. All the images have been
taken in Leicestershire and Rutland by the
public, and it is a great example of citizen
The striped oakbug.
science in action. Every species has its own
page, with photos, descriptions, ID tips, and where and when to see it. The
website also describes how common or rare the species is, both in
Leicestershire and in the UK as a whole,
with live maps showing every sighting. As
you add a sighting, a new dot appears on
the map. It also keeps track of all your
submitted records, allowing you to sort,
filter and download any aspect of your list.
Many contributors have recorded
hundreds of different species, with the
current record standing at 3,059!
A roe deer grazing.
More than 1,400 local people have
contributed, with numbers growing every month, and even more visit the
website to view what’s been seen and to use the wildlife galleries to help
identify species they’ve spotted. Monthly visits have now reached 67,000
hits during the peak summer period. The data collected is put to good use
and is passed onto local and national
recording schemes, as well as managers of
nature reserves and other sites of wildlife
importance. The data helps to inform
decision-making about how best to manage
land for conservation.

Get involved!

A buzzard at rest.

Anyone can submit a wildlife record and the
website makes this really easy. Common
species are just as important to record as
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rare species in order to monitor
changes in population and
distribution over time. Gardens are
one of the best places to start your
wildlife recording, as well as local
parks and open spaces. What visits
your bird feeders? Do you see
butterflies in the garden? Do you
have a pond with frogs? Register
with the website and start to record
straight away. The form even has a
map that you simply click to fill in the A red kite in flight.
grid reference. You can attach a photo to your record if you have one, but
this isn’t a requirement. Photos are, however, a great way to provide
evidence of your sightings and can also be emailed to NatureSpot for
identification help if you are not sure what it is.
County firsts
Occasionally species turn up that have not been recorded on NatureSpot
before, and these are then added to the library and given a new species
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page. Indeed, there has been a
significant number of new species
seen that are new to Leicestershire.
These ‘county firsts’ now number
over 40. Last year the box bug was
found at County Hall in Glenfield –
not only a new find for Leicestershire
but also the most northerly record in
Britain. So how many more species
are there to be found? The truth is
that no-one knows and, in any case,
the picture changes all the time, with
some species expanding their range
The box bug – a new find for Leicestershire.
and others declining. Some of the
most commonly recorded species are little egrets, red kites and buzzards,
which would have been very rare sightings just 10 years ago.
The website also has pages highlighting many of the county’s nature
reserves, country parks and other significant ‘wild places’. In addition,
there’s a NatureChat forum to exchange views with other visitors, as well as
a new ‘Explore’ feature: an interactive map where you can see your own
records or those for a species or a locality that you choose. If you have an
interest in wildlife, you will enjoy NatureSpot, and why not make your own
contribution to science and conservation by submitting records of your
wildlife sightings?
The website can be found at www.naturespot.org.uk and to visit the
Woodhouse page, look for the parish menu links on the home page.
David Nicholls

Roundabout February 2016

17

New year – new you
Woodhouse Eaves pharmacist Zainab Master shares some tips on how the best
resolutions to keep are the simplest ones. Ed.

The curtain is raised on a new year. What will it bring? What will we
achieve? As the old saying goes, ‘There is always room for improvement’,
and making a new year’s resolution allows us to start the forthcoming year
with the best of intentions.
The most common health resolutions include losing weight, giving up
smoking, becoming more active, drinking less alcohol, and eating more fruit
and vegetables. On paper they seem so simple, and so many people
achieve these on a daily basis, so why can they be so difficult to fulfil? We
are but human, and procrastination and self-destructive (often habitual)
behaviour can take precedence over our most admirable of designs.
Setting realistic goals
It would seem that new year’s resolutions are often described as babies:
fun to make; incredibly difficult to maintain! We tend to fix goals that are
unrealistic, meaning that 80 per cent of us will have set ourselves up for
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failure from the outset. The most achievable way to ensure success is to
spend time reflecting on what you really want to accomplish, try to stick to
one new resolution, and devise a workable plan, broken down into small
steps or sub-goals to help you reach your end target. Remember to reward
yourself when you reach each of your sub-goals, and create a spreadsheet
or wallchart as a visual monitoring method to remind yourself of how much
you have achieved so far. Without these steps to help break down the
process, your intended resolution could seem like a mountainous task –
almost impossible to reach – before you have even started.
Fulfilling lifestyle changes
Following the sheep by joining the newest slimming club where all your
friends are going may not be the best option for you. Sometimes thinking
outside of the box may provide the most fulfilling outcome. For example, if
your goal is to be more physically active, the options for achieving this could
be: joining the gym (costly); going for a daily run (requires a lot of
willpower); attending fitness classes (difficult if you have a busy schedule
and a family to tend to). Maybe this approach needs tweaking? Other
options to explore could be: volunteering at a charity; offering to take your
elderly neighbour out for a regular walk; offering to have your nieces/
grandkids/friend’s kids over and bundle yourselves all off to the park.
Getting physically active while engaging in a satisfying and fulfilling act
provides food for your mental, as well as physical, wellbeing. These are
just examples of lifestyle changes that you can include to complement the
more structured activities such as a gym class, which will result in a more
all-encompassing outcome.
A sense of achievement
So while you muster up willpower from the very tips of your toes, and the
obstacles might seem too high to surmount, hold onto the sense of
achievement you will feel, and the positive results that will affect your life,
once you reach your end goal. So, keep calm… and keep resolute.
Please email me on zenji123@msn.com if you’d like to suggest any topics
for future articles on health to be included in Roundabout magazine.
Zainab Master
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Bach in the subway… a glimpse of genius
Woodhouse Eaves' resident Mark Temple shares a musical anecdote to give us food
for thought at the start of this new year. Ed.

Having recently heard this amazing story at a local church, I felt it was one
that merited sharing with a wider audience. On a cold January morning, a
shabbily dressed man stood in a corridor in one of the busiest metro
stations in Washington DC and started to play the violin. He played six Bach
pieces for about three-quarters of an hour. During that time, since it was
rush hour, it was calculated that three to four thousand people must have
passed through the station, most of them on their way to work.
Too busy to listen
Three minutes went by. One middle-aged man noticed there was a
musician playing. He slowed his pace and stopped for a few seconds before
hurrying up to keep to his schedule. A minute later, the violinist received his
first dollar tip: a woman threw the money into the open case but without
stopping. Another commuter paused to lean against the wall to listen to the
music for a few seconds, but then, looking at his watch, started to walk on.
Clearly he didn’t want to be late for work.
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A child’s curiousity
Ironically the person who paid the most attention was probably the threeyear-old whose mother tried to urge him along, although the child clearly
wanted to stop and listen to the violinist. Finally the mother pushed hard
and the child continued to walk on, but not without turning his head several
times. Many other children were seen to behave in a similar way; yet all the
parents, without exception, forced them to move on after a few seconds.
In the 45 minutes the musician played, only six people stopped and stayed
to listen for any period of time. About 20 left him some money, but they only
paused long enough to drop coins into his open case before resuming their
normal pace. The violinist collected $32. When he finished playing, and
silence took over, no-one noticed. No-one applauded, nor did there appear
to be any sign of recognition.
Virtuoso violinist
Hardly anyone knew but the man playing in the metro was Joshua Bell,
reputed to be one of the world’s greatest violinists. He had played some of
the most intricate pieces ever written, with a Stradivarius violin bought
several years earlier for a reported $3.5 million. Only one person had
recognised the maestro playing incognito.
Two days before playing in the subway,
Bell had sold out in a theatre in Boston
with the seats averaging $100 each.
A social experiment
This is a true story. At the suggestion of
Gene Weingarten, a journalist from the
Washington Post, the virtuoso violinist
Joshua Bell had been playing in disguise
at the metro station. It was all part of a
social experiment about perception, taste
and the priorities of people. The questions
posed were: in a commonplace
environment, at an inappropriate hour, do
we perceive extraordinary gifts and
beauty? Would people stop to appreciate
magnificence? Do we recognise talent in
an unexpected context?
Joshua Bell by Phil Knott.
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Acknowledging genius
The story regarding the lack of reaction by the people who witnessed the
impromptu concert surprised many commentators when it was published in
2007, and many suspected that it was a hoax. However, the story was true
as Bell later explained in various television interviews. Journalist Gene
Weingarten was awarded a Pulitzer Prize for Feature Writing for his
outstanding and thought-provoking analysis of this experiment.
One of the possible conclusions from this experiment, Weingarten
suggested, was that if we do not have a moment to stop and listen to one
of the best musicians in the world, playing some of the best music ever
written, how many other amazing things are we missing every day of our
lives? He concluded that context clearly does play a role in our artistic
perceptions. Our perception of beauty is obviously influenced by our
mindset at the particular time we perceive it. If we catch the merest glimpse
of genius, we should pause, acknowledge it or risk losing it forever.
Mark Temple
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The windmill on display
If you have visited Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall during the past two or
three months, you may have noticed that the intricate scale model of the
former windmill is now resplendent beneath a perspex dome on the wide
ledge above the door to the lighting cupboard. It’s a model with a history,
as the explanatory plaque on the wall below will tell you.
A model with a history
The model was constructed by Alick Pervin from Loughborough, who died
in March 2012, aged 89. Alick was a former Warrant Officer Class II, who
enlisted in Loughborough in May 1939 and served throughout World War
Two. Although discharged in 1946, he re-enlisted in the Territorial Service in
1947 where he remained until his final discharge in 1958, complete with the
Territorial Medal and two bars (representing the two campaigns in which
he served).
Alick donated the windmill to the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local
History Group, which loaned it to St Paul’s Primary School in Woodhouse
Eaves where it was proudly displayed for many years. Eventually, for its
own protection, it was returned to the history group, which found it a new
home in the village hall. However, it was still vulnerable, especially to
accumulations of dust, so in 2013 the late Brian Axon, then chair of the
history group, set in motion plans for a perspex case. Following Brian’s
death in November 2014, the group and members of the parish council
decided that the completed case should be dedicated to Brian to
commemorate his long service to the group and to Woodhouse Parish
in general.
The formal placing
On Sunday, 29th November, the windmill was formally placed beneath its
dome, watched proudly by Alick’s daughter, Sandra Morris (who still lives in
Loughborough), David Nicolle, a long-term Local History Group member
who wrote the wording for the plaque, Maureen Axon (Brian’s wife and
former group secretary) and Brian’s daughter, Alison Wilding. In the photo
overleaf David Nicolle is holding a painting of the windmill as it was before
being ravaged by fire on 15th April 1945. The watercolour, attributed to a
minor Italian artist, Carlo Ravagnan, was bought by Brian’s predecessor as
group chair, Jill Honisett, and was in David’s safekeeping for several years
on behalf of the group. It is hoped that the painting will soon be on display in
the village hall for everyone to appreciate.
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To learn more about the history of the original windmill and to see
photographs, paintings and artefacts, go to www.leicestershirevillages.com/
woodhouseeaves/woodhouse-and-woodhouse-eaves-wi.html
Evelyn Brown

Proudly displaying the windmill (without its case for the photograph) from left to right: Alison
Wilding, Sandra Morris, Maureen Axon and David Nicolle.
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Local History Group: Leicestershire’s most
incredible history book
Caroline Wessel, an acknowledged county local historian, came to the
group by our invitation, to tell us about an amazing new publication. John
Nichols, who was the creator, started it in 1795 with the first volume of the
History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester and continued until the
eighth volume in 1815, by which time he had completed a work of 5,600
pages of text (including references) and 2,500 plates – a total of 8,100
pages! We are now celebrating the publication of this, the best county
history – for any county – ever written.
This was a fascinating evening, made more so by the speaker’s care in
relaying so much information with a specifically local flavour. Strangely, this
man who produced our great local history was, and remained, a Londoner.
What linked him here seemed to be marriage, for he married twice, and
both wives were from Leicestershire.
A ‘treasure house’ for researchers
After Nichols’ death, his vast library of books, notes and letters were
scattered around the world but, thanks to an enthusiast called John Pooley,
work is now in hand to collect together as much as possible of this
dispersed treasure.
Leicestershire’s own Record Office holds a special ‘master’ version of the
Nichols history, created and owned by the great man. Incorporating all
manner of ephemera, additions, comments and corrections, this huge
version extends to almost double the size of the original, at 15 volumes. It
has been called a ‘treasure house’ for researchers as it further expands and
enhances our perception of this lost world of Leicestershire, 200 years ago.
Friendship with the Herricks
The Herricks of Beaumanor Hall were special friends to Nichols and his
family, and the friendship was renewed down the generations. In 1846,
Nichols’ granddaughter, Mary Anne, visited them to see the new house
being built by Mr Railton (who had already designed the churches of
Woodhouse Eaves and Copt Oak). The new Beaumanor Hall was not yet
finished, and Mary wrote in her extensive travel journal that as they toiled,
the workmen had encountered the foundations of three of the houses that
preceded it. At the time, it was still two years before Beaumanor Hall would
be completed, but the brickwork was well advanced. Still, without the
imposing staircase or the stained glass assembly that rises from the first
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landing, it was impressive to Mary Nichols as she looked around the
developing interior.
Two new publications
At the end of Mrs Wessel’s presentation, many took the opportunity to buy
a copy of her book, Nichols’ History of Leicestershire, published by the
Leicester Archaeological and Historical Society in 2015 to coincide with the
bicentenary of the publication of Nichols’ final volume. Already known to us
as the author of Portrait of Beaumanor, Caroline’s new book is another
very interesting contribution from a local historian who is very familiar with
our area.
Keith Randon

Local History Group: Victoria’s Royal Navy
Nick Marshall came to the Methodist Church dressed in the uniform of a
chief petty officer of the 1870s. As a founding member of the Bluejackets –
a Leicester-based group that researches and recreates naval landing
parties of the late Victorian era – Nick knew his subject very well: his talk
was enthralling and delivered entirely without notes.
The ships
There were huge advances in naval design during Victoria’s reign. When
the monarch came to the throne in 1837, warships were much like those of
Nelson’s time – built of wood, powered by sail, with smooth bore cannons
firing broadside. By the end of her reign, wood had given way to armour

HMS Warrior returning to Portsmouth in 1987 after restoration.
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plate; sail had given way to massive steam engines; and cannons had given
way to breach-loading guns firing shells from rotating turrets.
For much of this period, ships were powered by sail as well as steam,
because coal was expensive and not always found in distant parts. One
such vessel was HMS Warrior, built in 1860 as the fastest and most
powerful warship of her day. She managed to escape the breakers’ yard,
was restored in the 1980s, and is now berthed in Portsmouth along with
HMS Victory.
The rate of development was so fast that by the time two or three ships of a
class had been built, they were obsolescent. Nevertheless, huge numbers
were constructed: there were 165 ships present when the Prince of Wales
reviewed the fleet at Spithead in 1887. Britain dominated the high seas, and
no other nation came close to matching the firepower of the Royal Navy.
The sailors
At the start of Victoria’s reign, sailors who had been forced into service by
the press gangs had been set free. Sailors would sign up for a voyage,
then be paid off at the end of it. Not until 1857 was continuous service
introduced, which was a key move as sailors could now be trained between
voyages. The Navy was vital to the defence of the empire, and the public
knew it: sailors became hugely popular and were feted in a way that
soldiers in the Army never were.
Nevertheless, life on board was harsh, and space was at a premium.
Sleeping quarters were particularly cramped, with hammocks strung below
deck at 18-inch intervals. The food ration was tedious: bully beef and pork,
suet pudding, biscuits. The only day it changed was Christmas Day, and
then only if suitable birds could be bought or shot.
The battles
As the Navy grew more and more powerful, no other nation dared engage it
in battle – indeed it was a hundred years after Trafalgar before there was
another major battle at sea. But there were numerous small engagements,
like that in 1896 when the Navy shelled Zanzibar for 36 minutes in what has
been called ‘the shortest war in history’.
But there was much more to the Navy than battles at sea: there were
actions on land that could be up to 800 miles from the sea – in the Zulu
Wars, the Sudan, the Boer War, and in China after the Boxer rebellion. The
Navy didn’t just fight battles: they conducted oceanographic surveys and
scientific expeditions, and when Victoria died in 1901, it was the Navy that
pulled her funeral cortege up the streets of Windsor.
Roger Berkeley
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The Beacon Players return
It was great to see the Beacon Players back in Woodhouse Eaves Village
Hall for three nights in November performing See How They Run, a farce by
Philip King. It was a welcome return since the Players’ last performance of
When We Are Married in January 2014, as an illness in the cast and the
village hall extension works had delayed their comeback.
The latest production
See How They Run was written in 1942 and 1943 and was first performed
in Peterborough in 1944 before touring to entertain the troops. Transferring
to the West End, the role of Ida the maid was played by the famous actress
Joan Hickson. The Beacon Players had Mick Swinfield making his
directorial debut, as well as playing Sergeant Towers.
Act one
The first act is set in 1943 in the living room of the vicarage in the village
of Merton-cum-Middlewick. Penelope Toop is a former actress and now
wife of the vicar, Reverend Lionel Toop. Ida is their maid. Miss Skillon, a
churchgoer and serial complainer, arrives to tell the vicar of her affront at
Penelope taking her job of arranging the church harvest festival flowers.
Reverend Toop then leaves just before Lance-Corporal Clive Winton (a
former actor and friend of Penelope) arrives. He and Penelope want to
attend a production of Private Lives, but Clive says he isn’t allowed out in
his army uniform and so dresses in the vicar’s spare clothes and collar.
As another vicar, Arthur Humphrey, is due to cover for Lionel the next day,
Clive pretends to be him – so now we have three vicars and counting!
Before setting off, Penelope and Clive re-enact the fight scene from
Private Lives in which they had appeared together some time ago. Miss
Skillon returns and believes it is Mr and Mrs Toop she sees and imagines
the worst. She then gets tipsy, only for Ida to find her and hide her in the
broom cupboard.
Act two
Lionel returns and receives a phone call from the police telling him a
German prisoner of war (POW) has escaped. The POW arrives, attacks
the vicar and dresses up in his clothes and collar. With the vicar in his
underwear, Ida now thinks he and Miss Skillon have been ‘at it’! The
confusion mounts as Penelope’s uncle, the Bishop of Lax, arrives. The vicar
ends up in the cupboard with Miss Skillon where they are both found by
Penelope who is looking for Clive’s army uniform. With mistaken identities
everywhere, all run around to end the act.
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Act three
The real reserve vicar, Arthur Humphrey, arrives early and wants to stay the
night, only to be knocked out and put in the cupboard by the POW.
Penelope is then threatened with a gun by the POW when Sergeant Towers
arrives looking for him. Confusion
reigns as to who is who, with the
POW trying to maintain his disguise.
Eventually he is identified, arrested
and taken away, leaving Clive and
Penelope to explain the ‘goings
on’ when they were re-enacting
Private Lives.

Rousing applause at curtain call.

It was wonderful to have the Players
perform again in front of a packed
house and we look forward to their
next production.
Grahame Sibson

February in the cottage garden
On the whole, this winter has been unusually mild, which – as a
consequence – means wet. Seemingly endless days of grey and heavy
rainfall have left the garden sodden and, in places, waterlogged. The wind
too has left its mark on this particular winter. Great gusts have accompanied
the storms, bringing floods and devastation to more unfortunate parts of our
country. Here, luckily, the storms have barely shown their teeth, but I notice
some of the larger trees in the copse opposite our house have had a few
old limbs found out and ripped from their ancient, gnarled trunks. Mud is a
force to be reckoned with in the garden. It reduces lawns to a slippery,
brown mess and prevents any useful digging in the borders or on the
vegetable garden. There’s nothing much to be done until the land begins to
dry out. However, there are a couple of jobs this month that must be carried
out, whatever the weather conditions.
The big prune
At the start of this year, it is the turn of my old apple trees to be pruned.
I have taken to having this done professionally every other year, especially
as the larger of the two trees has a bit of root rock, which could make it
unstable if left to grow unchecked. A good prune also encourages the tree
to strengthen its roots system before sending out new leaders (new growth
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at the tip of each branch) in the coming spring. As a general rule, large fruit
trees such as apples and pears should be pruned to a goblet shape, leaving
the centre as bare as possible to allow sunlight in and air to flow freely
around the fruit-baring branches. Any dead or diseased wood should be
removed along with any crossing branches. If, like mine, your tree has
reached its desired height, cut back the leaders by around two-thirds.
If you do want the tree to grow taller, leave the leaders and cut back lateral
branches to around six buds.
Perennial clear-out
Another job I must attend to this month is finishing clearing the flower
borders. Some gardeners like everything cut back and tidied away before
winter sets in. Although I do cut back some spent perennials, I do like to
leave the beds alone until late winter. Herbaceous beds, by their very
nature, have nothing much to offer during the winter months. But dead
foliage from last summer’s perennials can offer some interest during the
winter months: interesting seed heads, frost-covered stems and, of course,
it affords some shelter to any new growth and hibernating insects. But it is
now time to cut things back.
Another useful consequence of leaving dead foliage is being able to keep
track of what has survived the winter. I don’t tend to leave a lot of labels in
the garden and find it easier to spot plants by their dead foliage and check
there is new growth beginning to show when I cut them back. Now is also a
good time to lift and divide overgrown clumps of perennials, as long as the
weather isn’t too cold. After the tidy up is finished, I always cover each bed
with a generous layer of well-rotted manure to feed the coming season’s
growth and to help provide a mulch. It is also a good time to prune flowering
climbers. Cut back wisteria to one or two buds from the main stem, making
sure to remove any whippy growth, except those that you want to train as
new leaders.
The vegetable garden
With the soil being so wet, there isn’t really much I can do in the vegetable
garden. There is one job, however, that can be done and which for me
heralds the start of the new growing year: chitting my potatoes. Chitting is
the term used to describe allowing the seed potatoes to grow shoots before
they are planted in the ground. Having made my choice of varieties, I place
my seed potatoes blunt end up in trays or old egg boxes in a bright and airy
spot. The potatoes should be ready to plant out when the shoots are one to
two centimetres long, in around six weeks.
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Plant of the month
My plant for this month has to be the daffodil or Narcissus. After months
devoid of colour, February sees little golden-yellow clumps appearing all
over the garden from the clusters of tiny tête-à-tête bulbs I’ve dotted around
over the years. There are many varieties of Narcissus and I have a few
favourites, but this hardy, early little gem has to be a winner in my book,
offering a burst of sunshine yellow where we have missed it so much.
Jo Poultney

Woodhouses Garden Club: willow-weaving
demonstration
Our Christmas meeting was hands on again
this year since it proved so popular last time.
On this occasion, we had Maggie Cooper come
along to help us make some festive willow
structures. She provided us with wooden blocks
that had several holes drilled into them in a
circle – these would act as holders for the
willow uprights and we would then weave the
willow around these uprights, bringing them
closer as we neared the tops of the branches.
Maggie had brought along plenty of willow,
which she had already soaked to make sure it
would be supple enough to work with. Some
still had the bark attached and some was
without. There was a surprising range of
colours to choose from, and the contrast made
for some very striking creations. We all went
home pleased with our accomplishments, and
some even managed to replicate the pretty star
shape Maggie had included to top off her
handiwork. Of course, being the December
Maggie Cooper demonstrating her
meeting, it was all accompanied by some
willow-weaving technique.
festive edibles and the odd glass of wine too.
Amanda Garland
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet, and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
A canine ‘bucket list’

More sunlight

When dog owner Todd
Burchanowski found out his beloved
pet dog was dying of cancer, he
decided to make sure their final few
weeks together were truly
memorable. The heartbroken
resident is taking his female poodlebeagle mix named Reyes on the
ultimate ‘bucket list’ adventure.

Now that the shortest day has
passed (the Winter Solstice was on
22nd December) more sunshine is
on its way. The sun rises between
one and three minutes earlier every
day in February, and sets one to two
minutes later. So by the end of the
month, we’ll get an extra one hour
and 48 minutes of daylight. Roll on
spring! – www.timeanddate.com

Vets diagnosed the eight-year-old
dog with terminal lymphoma and
gave her just two months to live in
November. ‘I was absolutely
devastated,’ her owner said. ‘I
thought it would be a good idea if all
the people in her life came up with
an item for the list.’
The list of 81 adventures includes a
trip to Niagara Falls, a swimming
lesson, running at the beach,
making a snowman, going on a
sleigh ride and even getting
married! – www.telegraph.co.uk,
31st December 2015.

Reyes enjoying a relaxing bubble bath. Photo
by Todd Burchanowski.
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Time to purify – or get muddy?
The month of February was named
after the festival of cleansing and
sacrifices devoted to Februus, the
Roman god of purification. In
English, February came to replace
the Old English word solmonath.
One possible translation of this is
‘mud month’, which is apt
considering the winter so far!
– www.bosworthtoller.com
Calling all croakers
Keen singer Nadine Cooper has
started a choir for Britain’s worst
vocalists. Mrs Cooper, 48, from
Nottingham, was asked to stop
singing by a music teacher when
she was 11, but now wants people
like her to have a go. ‘We want
everyone to feel comfortable using
their voice. It’s about participation,
not performance. We’ve agreed that
if anyone gets too good at singing,
we’ll ask them to join another choir.’
– Nottingham Post, 4th January 2016.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
normally accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers,
Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the Roundabout
email address below.
Copy deadline: Submissions to the March 2016 issue should be sent in by
Wednesday, 10th February. Send any material for Roundabout via email to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or via a member of the editorial and
production team.
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What’s on in February
Mon
Mon

st

1
8th

7.00
7.30

Tue

9th

7.00

Wed 10th

7.30

Sat

13th

8.00

TueThu

16th
-18th

8.305.00

Wed 17th

7.30

Thu

18th

1.00

Tue

23rd

7.00

Wed 25th

7.30

February
Parish council and charity meetings.
Local History Group, ‘A history of
anaesthesia’, Sue Taylor.
Ulverscroft Camera Club, ‘Design
technology & photography’. For more,
see www.ulverscroftcameraclub.com
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘River
restoration for people and wildlife –
Market Harborough’, David Harper.
50s & 60s Valentine’s Night with Juke
Box Live. See advert, p.33.
Half-term holiday activity club for
children aged 7–14. For more, see
www.beaumanorhall.co.uk
WI, ‘Read my lips (have a go)’, Jane
Futcher.
Woodhouse community lunch. To book
call Janice Slater on (01509) 621 816
or Marian John on 890 812.
Ulverscroft Camera Club, ‘An
introduction to food photography’, Pete
Henshaw and Rob Green.
Film show, Spectre, with David Craig
as James Bond. Light refreshments.

Village Hall
Methodist
Church, £3
visitors
Village Hall

Village Hall, £2
members,
£2.50 visitors
Village Hall,
£7.50
Beaumanor
Hall, £30 a day
Village Hall
Community
Hall, £10 or
£15
Village Hall

Village Hall, £4,
on door or from
newsagent

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

Codeword solution

