Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.
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Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
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Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
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including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
Thinking of February brings to mind a quirky month: the month with the
least number of days (and a changeable number in leap years), the
appearance of the first signs of spring, or even the possibility of more fun in
the snow. Of course, there is also Valentine’s Day in the middle of the
month… to be celebrated or passed by.
There is a wide variety of content in this month’s issue, including the first of
a series of articles by Judith Harrison from the Women’s Institute (p. 17).
Thought-provoking articles on pages 10 and 11 invite us to think of ways in
which we can help our environment. Both changes and causes for
celebration can be found in the pages of this issue.
The Roundabout production team were saddened to hear news of the
passing of former editor Peter Crankshaw. Our thoughts are with his family
at this difficult time.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
There was no parish council meeting in January. The next update will be
published in the March issue of Roundabout; see also the parish council
website.
Date and venue of next meeting: Monday, 5th March 2018, Woodhouse
Eaves Village Hall. All welcome.
Editor

News in brief
Great Central Railway
The railway museum that was planned to be built at Leicester North has
received a huge setback, which may be terminal. Having already spent
approximately £0.5m on plans and infrastructure in preparation for building
the museum it is understood that the National Lottery has refused to grant
funds for the project as anticipated. The new museum was to house, inter
alia, much of the excess from the National Railway Museum in York.
The GCR is already raising £300,000 to repair the canal bridge in
Loughborough as part of the project to connect the line from Leicester North
to Ruddington. The added financial burden of the museum appears
unsustainable without lottery funding. We hope to report further as the
situation becomes clearer.
Grahame Sibson
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Pastures new
Wenlo Riding for the Disabled (RDA) group, currently based at Dean’s
Lane, is preparing to move to pastures new as its home riding school
relocates. We would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of
Woodhouse Eaves and the surrounding area for their support for Wenlo
over the years.
The Meadow School of Riding, where Wenlo is based, recently announced
that it is to move from Woodhouse Eaves to Bowleys Barn Farm in
Normanton on Soar. Proprietor and Wenlo head coach Dawn WhitmoreKirby has been given a ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ opportunity to move to a larger
property. This will allow us to bring all our horses and ponies together and
expand what we can offer to people. The riding school, which moved to
Dean’s Lane from Stanford on Soar in 2004, hopes to complete its move to
Normanton on Soar in early March.
It is an exciting time for everyone at Wenlo, but also tinged with a little
sadness as we prepare to leave Dean’s Lane and the countryside and
people we have come to know so well, and who have supported us so
willingly over the years.
Wenlo was established in 1990 and offers people with disabilities an
opportunity to ride and look after horses to help their health, confidence and
self-esteem. We aim to teach new skills and promote independence by
encouraging our riders to take charge of their horses in a safe and secure
environment.
Everyone at Wenlo RDA is an unpaid volunteer, including the horses! Our
volunteers assist in a range of activities, helping both disabled riders and
those with special needs to make the most of their time at Wenlo. If you
would like to know more, or are interested in volunteering, please contact us
on wenlo.rda@hotmail.co.uk or telephone (01509) 891 690. You can also
follow us on Facebook as we move to our new location @wenlorda and
@meadowschoolofriding
Claire Maden
A belated thank you
The five days of atrocious icy conditions in December now seem a long time
ago, but I would like to take the opportunity to thank the three kind people in
Woodhouse Eaves who helped me and my young sons on the ice.
I am afraid I do not know their names, but I was walking from Bird Hill Road
down Tuckett Road with a baby in the pushchair and trying to get my fouryear-old son to Little Owl Pre-School in Main Street. The first person I would
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like to thank is the lady who helped my eldest son negotiate the icy corner
as Bird Hill Road swoops around and down into Tuckett Road.
The other two rescuers, a man and a woman, came to my aid as we were
attempting to cross Tuckett Road to get onto the green and I began to lose
my balance in the middle of the road. I am particularly indebted to the man,
who was staying with his mother and is normally stationed with the army in
Cyprus, because he took the time to help me and my sons down the road
so that we arrived safely at the pre-school.
I am very grateful for their kindness and I think it goes to show that our
community spirit is very much alive and kicking.
Dawn Kirby
Charnwood excels in tourism awards
Charnwood businesses, venues and destinations have shone in the
prestigious Leicestershire Promotions 2017 Tourism and Hospitality Awards.
The borough picked up 16 awards and particular delight was taken in the
number of awards received in Charnwood.
Councillor Eric Vardy, the council’s lead member for tourism strategy, said:
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We are obviously pleased that Queen’s Park and Loughborough did well,
but the real success for Charnwood is the number of awards won in the
borough. It was great to see places like Bradgate Park, cafés, restaurants,
food producers and other venues either winning or being commended in
the various categories.
This shows how strong a draw Charnwood has for tourists and how
increasingly important to our local economy it is becoming, and
something we should support. Many congratulations to all the
businesses that enjoyed success at the tourism awards.
Going forward we must endeavour to build upon that success. The
council is currently looking at how to better promote Loughborough and
develop the town centre and its award-winning markets. There’s a lot of
work to be done and it will take time, but the borough has a positive
future.

The Charnwood winners in the tourism awards were:
Category winners
1.
Horseshoe Cottage Farm, Cropston (two categories)
2.
The Café Next Door (outstanding afternoon tea), Woodhouse Eaves
3.
Imago – Holywell Park, Loughborough
4.
Imago, Loughborough
5.
Charnwood Cider
6.
Bradgate Park
7.
Stonehurst Farm, Mountsorrel
8.
Deer Herd at Bradgate Park
9.
John’s House, Mountsorrel
Highly Commended
1.
The town of Loughborough
2.
Bom Bom Patisserie, Loughborough
3.
PETER And That’s Enough, Loughborough
4.
The Café Next Door (front of house team), Woodhouse Eaves
Commended
1.
Queen’s Park, Loughborough
2.
Knead Good Bread, Woodhouse Eaves
For more information, please visit the Leicestershire Promotions website
bit.ly/Charntourism
Charnwood Borough Council Communications Team
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Can Woodhouse go plastic-free?
Like many residents of the village, I recently watched the amazing Blue
Planet II series on television. I was extremely moved by the final episode,
particularly the haunting image of a whale in the depths of the ocean
playing with a plastic bucket. This was closely followed by news that China
is to stop importing much of our plastic waste, including drinks bottles.

Plastic waste is a growing
concern. Take action locally
by joining the WhatsApp
group and aiming to go
plastic-free.

Days later, a conversation at a party led me to
decide to make a renewed effort to cut down on
plastic. What better way to solve a problem than
to drag all your friends along too? I have
therefore started a WhatsApp group called
‘Plastic Free’ for village residents who are
interested in joining the project. The aim is to
support each other, in a non-judgemental way, to
reduce our plastic use through discussion and
sharing information. We all struggle with this
complex issue. Recycling can be confusing,
labelling is mystifying and pricing confounds our
efforts. Together we may have a fighting chance.

So far, by inviting willing(ish) friends, there are 25
members and the messages are coming thick
and fast. I have learned so much in a week. If you would like to join this
group then please send your name, email address and mobile number to
cherriewhatmuff@hotmail.com. I am also hoping to share a regular update
through Roundabout. Any contributions for articles will be gratefully received
by email (above), or call 07972 252 190.
Cherrie Whatmuff
Bikes to Africa
Last year Re~Cycle sent over 8,000 bicycles to Africa. On returning from his
first trip to Africa as new managing director of Re~Cycle, Vince LangdonMorris says: ‘I have seen first-hand what impact a single bike can make for
a family living there!’
The charity collects and ships bikes that are in a reasonable condition.
Cycles with missing or broken parts are also useful and provide spare parts.
Adult bikes are the most sought after; some smaller bikes (with 24 and 20
inch wheels) are also useful. Very small bikes, however, cannot be shipped
(i.e. 12 to 18 inch wheels).The types of bikes sent to African partners are:
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Mountain bikes (including front suspension) and hybrids – these strong
bikes are particularly suitable for unmade African roads (N.B. fullsuspension bikes are not accepted).
City and commuter cycles (often with three-speed hubs, mudguards and
parcel carriers) – these are very practical cycles and three-speed hubs are
low maintenance.
Shopper bikes (with small wheels, typically with three-speed hubs,
mudguards and parcel carriers) – these are very easy to ride, even for
inexperienced cyclists, and are very quickly adjustable for riders of different
heights.
Road bikes (racing and touring cycles with drop handlebars and narrow
tyres) – although these are not happy on rough, unmade roads, they can be
sent to a few projects based in cities that have a network of tarmac roads.
Touring bikes are sturdy and have load-carrying fixings and capacity.
Three-wheeled adult trikes – can be ridden by less able-bodied riders or
people with balance issues and are often great for load carrying.
If you have an unwanted cycle that you would like to donate, the nearest
collection point can be found at Halfords in Leicester (0116) 262 7355. For
more information visit the charity website www.re-cycle.org/
Vince Langdon-Morris, Managing Director, Re~Cycle
One short of a thousand
Very many thanks to all those who took the time and trouble to hand over
unwanted spectacles at the Oakwood Pharmacy. The total for 2017 stands
at 999 pairs of spectacles, which is the best for several years.
Eric Allsop
Dirty business
A Roundabout reader has asked
if dog-walkers along Brook Road
could please take their bagged
dog mess away and not discard
alongside the hedge.
Editor

Accumulation of rubbish and plastic-bagged dog
mess on Brook Road.
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Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch
Last year was a mixed year for Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch
(WNHW) with the scheme doing what it could to raise awareness to prevent
crime and on the odd occasion assisting the police with crime detection.
My colleagues Graham Cameron, Bertil Schou and I, want to thank you for
your continued support and for the impressive turnout at the WNHW
meeting on 28th September 2017.
Sadly missed
We want to take the opportunity to pay tribute to our colleague Peter
Crankshaw, who sadly died in November. Peter handled WNHW
communications via email. We were so fortunate to have had the benefit of
his journalistic experience and we will miss his professionalism and his
friendship. Our thoughts are with his wife Pam, his son and his grandson,
as they come to terms with their sad loss.
Changes in police support
Before Christmas our
terrific PCSO Chris
Kendall advised
WNHW that he was
retiring. As many of
you know it was Chris
who gave our village
so much support
Yew bowl hand-carved by
based upon his local Mervyn Greenhalgh.
knowledge – and he
was the
PCSO Chris Kendall receiving a
Yew bowl as a token of thanks.
reason I
continued
to be involved. To mark his considerable
contribution to WNHW and the villages, I
have turned a Yew bowl (made from
wood given to me by the Martin family)
and engraved it with our thanks.
To try and improve the effectiveness of
WNHW, another approach was made to
the police and a very well-attended
meeting was held with Inspector
Engraving to thank PCSO Chris Kendall
for his friendship and support.
Dwight Barker on 28th September.
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Peter wrote a meeting review that was published in the November issue of
Roundabout. The objective was to encourage the police to forge closer links
with WNHW, to make us more effective for the police to use our direct
communication link with residents for crime detection and prevention. The
meeting was characterised by a very open and practical debate.
Sadly, we have yet to hear from Inspector Barker to progress the various
initiatives we had discussed. We well appreciate the tremendous pressure
on police resources and WNHW had hoped to persuade the police to inform
us of local crime information so that it could promptly disseminated using
the WHNW email network to benefit local crime detection and prevention. If
successful, we will report back with our ambitious plans to expand and
effectively relaunch WNHW. If we are not able to forge closer links with the
police, then I will reluctantly stand down from my leadership role.
In the meantime please keep vigilant, watching out for suspicious behaviour
and reporting concerns to the police on 101, giving as much detail as
possible. In addition, please ensure you do everything you can to keep
yourselves, your property and community safe and secure.
Mervyn Greenhalgh
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St Paul’s Chancel Repair Project progress
It is already New Year 2018 and there has been a lot to celebrate at St
Paul’s Church, Woodhouse Eaves, in terms of the Chancel Repair Project.
The scaffolding, fencing and site offices
disappeared from around the church
chancel in mid-December, reflecting the
progress made by the contractors with the
chancel and vestry repairs. The building
repairs, which were designed to arrest the
subsidence of the chancel and restore the
damaged areas of the walls and other
structures, started last August. All involved
were amazed as the contractors came offsite on 22nd December, just in time to
allow the Christmas services to take place
with the chancel in use!
Internal repairs
Internally, the protective ‘tent’ between the
chancel and the body of the church was
Plastering over the vestry crack repairs removed in early December. The luxuriant
growth of
and replaced lintel above the window.
mould on
the walls of the chancel and vestry,
following copious water leakage as the drill
went through the walls for the internal
metal rod supports, had been dried out
and scraped off. The cracks in the walls
had metal wires laid across them to add
support when they were re-mortared. An
expert plasterer used lime plaster, like that
originally used, to disguise the multiple
sites where the walls had been repaired.
External repairs
Externally, the pointing and securing of the
stone and brick structures was completed
in December. Three new bits of
The Hope window surround under
Staffordshire sandstone were handrepair with the mould scraped off the
surrounds and the cracks being filled.
carved to replace defective stone and fill
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gaps in the stonework left by the subsidence
around the window frame surrounding the
Hope stained glass window that had been
removed many years ago for its protection and
replaced with plastic. The most severe chancel
wall crack progressed across that alcove and
caused such distortion that with the separating
and twisting of the structure even the
temporary plastic window eventually had to be
replaced. The beautiful Hope window is now
The end of one of the metal
out of storage, repaired and ready to be
supporting rods in the chancel
walls before it was sealed.
reinstated very soon.
New wheelchair-friendly ramp
The project is very grateful that the Heritage Lottery Fund approved its
request to install a new oak and glass-clad ramp to enable access to the
chancel for all, which has required its extension further into the nave of the
church. The two original steps were brought forward with additional handcarved Portland limestone sections to accommodate the increased width of
the chancel frontage. The tiling
of this enlarged area of
chancel floor has been a
challenge: the Whetstone tiles
are not available in replica
form, although one tile has a
similar Minton replica, which
will be used. Luckily, tiles from
the original church were found
when the carpet was lifted. The
contractors lifted and cleaned
over 1,500 tiles to relay on the
new chancel floor! This
process will be completed
The ‘canopy’ put up to protect the body of the
church from dust and dirt coming down at the end of when the replica Minton tiles
the works.
arrive from Ironbridge in the
next month or two.
A really dramatic transformation was seen when the decorating team swept
into the church and decorated the chancel and vestry, with the result that it
is now hard to see that anything structural has happened in the chancel and
vestry at all! You will have to come and see for yourself how many tell-tale
signs still exist to show that the chancel was once slowly and dramatically
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subsiding away from the body of the
church. The next couple of months
should see the repairs and ramp fully
completed, resulting in a stabilised
structure that will hopefully last for
many generations to come.
Heritage exhibition
The next phase of the project is the
heritage exhibition, which will run from
June for three months. This exhibition
Work nearing completion in the chancel.
needs to be planned in detail, which
is our first challenge of the new year. The displays, posters, banners and
items for the exhibition need to be prepared using the well-researched and
fascinating material produced by the heritage volunteers. The exhibition will
also be a chance to display photographs of the church and its surroundings
from the photographic competition. A whole host of new editing and
presentation skills will be
learned by the project team as
they work to produce the
materials in a format for the
public to enjoy, and to
introduce everyone to the
wonders of the history of this
amazing church building and
fantastic village!

The chancel back in use and the work nearly finished.

Do come and see the
changes for yourself and
sample our hospitality (tea,
coffee and cakes) when we
have our next open afternoon;
you will be warmly welcomed.
Sue Young

Fun and friendship
This is what the WI is all about! Fun and friendship – two very important
aspects of life, which can make all the difference to how we feel.
This year is a special one for Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute, as its
first meeting was held in May 1918. More will be revealed in a later article
about the founding members, the number of women who joined and what
they got up to a hundred years ago.
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From a simple chat to national campaigns
The Woodhouse Eaves WI members – now numbering 41 – are women of
different ages, tastes and interests, who get together to enjoy themselves in
a variety of ways. There are monthly meetings in the village hall, skittles
and darts matches, monthly coffee mornings at one of the many cafés and
restaurants nearby, an annual day out, occasional walks in our lovely
countryside and opportunities to meet up with members of other WIs – I
could go on!

Ladies of Woodhouse Eaves WI being entertained by ‘Our Flossie’ at a recent meeting.

Often, the monthly meeting includes a talk or activity led by a professional
speaker. These are always interesting and in 2017 have included travels in
Columbia, learning to dance Bollywood-style, the history of bread making,
and a concert and Christmas singalong. In June we turned up for ‘Keep
Young and BeYoutiful’ to be informed that the instructor had broken her
ankle. Our disappointment quickly disappeared when we were treated to a
wine tasting instead. Those WI members interested in making a difference
can vote for resolutions, which will be debated at national WI level. In the
past WI campaigns have been part of movements to keep Britain tidy, to set
up the national breast screening programme and to promote Fairtrade,
among others.
Welcoming all women
The hardworking Woodhouse Eaves WI committee has already planned an
exciting programme for the meetings in 2018, including the history of our
WI, stories from the PDSA (People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals), floral art
and an evening entitled ‘Cocktails!’ led by The Shaker Boys. There will be
other activities throughout the year, but there could be more. If you are
thinking of coming along to the WI and have a particular interest of your
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own, then this is an ideal way to find other women with similar interests and
perhaps start a new activity within the WI. It could be linked to a craft,
singing, photography, sports- or dance-related – anything is possible! Each
WI is different and reflects the diversity of its members. If you feel like
coming along for just a cup of tea and a chat once a month, then that is fine
too.
Visitors are welcome to our meetings, which are
held at 7.30pm on the third Wednesday of every
month in the village hall. A visitor’s fee (currently
£4) is payable. Look out for details of what’s
happening at each meeting in ‘What’s on’ on the
back cover of Roundabout or on the noticeboard
outside the village hall. Our WI is very friendly
and you are guaranteed a warm welcome. If you
would like to come but need transport, then
telephone the Good Neighbour Scheme on
07561 890 100 and a lift will be organised.
Looking forward to seeing you there!
Judith Harrison
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‘Our Flossie’ at the village hall.
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All Balls and Ashes!
During the last week of November, the Beacon Players once more
presented an entertaining production, All Balls and Ashes, which included
many references to both balls and ashes, as the title promised. The play
was produced by Richard Mollart and directed by David Frost. It was
reminiscent of the television series Last of the Summer Wine, with the
actors portraying characters (to put it delicately) of more mature years.
Seth’s final wishes
The comedy by Mark Roberts was set in Yorkshire and began with the
sudden and unexpected death of Seth ‘Hot Balls’ Hegginbotham, a member
of the local cricket team, which met regularly at the local hostelry, the
Clogger’s Arms. Given that Seth was a significant character and pivotal to
the plot, he never appeared, being dead from the outset!
Seth had two great friends: Frank (Keith Hague) and Eli (Steve Shipton). In
a rash drunken moment they promised Seth that upon his demise they
would ensure that his ashes were scattered on the village cricket field,
otherwise known as ‘Jasper’s Bottom’. The ceremony was to be
accompanied by a brass band and Morris dancers. George, the local pub
landlord (Mark Blatherwick), was also complicit in the plot that would help
Seth on his way.
Comedy trio with good intentions
The three characters complemented each other well, with George trying at
times to bring a sense of decorum to the proceedings, but usually failing.
The characters brought great humour and a sense of the bizarre in some
comedic moments as they carried out Seth’s final wishes in Act Two. The
barmaid at the Clogger’s Arms, Mary (Ruth Consterdine), was party to all of
the plotting and quietly listened in to conversations at the pub, gathering
information as the plot unfolded.
One of the main challenges in executing his wishes – and a force to be
reckoned with – was Seth’s wife Freda (Gill Blatherwick). Freda had
different ideas and planned to keep Seth’s ashes at home to make up for
the times he had been absent or otherwise engaged at the Clogger’s Arms.
A dour, no-nonsense Yorkshire woman, Freda was not inclined to suffer
Seth’s foolish friends gladly and gave them short shrift as they tried to
convince her of their plan.
We were introduced to the wives of Frank and Eli, Vera (Hilary Ayling) and
Dolly (Siân Mollart). Evidently close friends, they brought a wonderfully
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sharp double act to the play by finishing each other’s words and sentences
as they agreed on the topics in hand. Their parochial attitudes and
straightforward talking reflected those of Freda.
The last farewell
Seth’s three friends decided to steal his ashes – only to come across the
local bobby, PC Dawson (played by Andy Stovell, making his debut
performance with the Beacon Players). His straightforward manner made a
wonderful contrast to the antics of the three friends caught breaking into
Seth’s house. Landlord George came to the rescue by distracting PC
Dawson with the promise of an after-hours drink as he continued on his
beat.
Act Two began at ‘Jasper’s Bottom’ where the friends had gathered to give
Seth the promised send-off. The trio were observed by the vicar (Louise
Stovell), who was having a quiet ‘snifter’ from her hip flask.
Frank seemed confident that he had everything in place as Seth wished.
However, it transpired that all he had secured was Morris dancing costumes
and props, and the hoped-for band was a record player in a pram
contributed by Eli. The ensuing scene was chaotic and noisy, with the three
(joined by the vicar) dancing dressed as Morris Men to the accompanying
band.
The resulting noise prompted local
bank manager Potts (Mark Temple)
to complain to the police that his
sleep was being disturbed. The
ensuing scene with his wife Marigold
(Rose Foley) was one of
misinterpretation and great comedy
moments, ending with the amorous
Marigold and alarmed husband,
Potts, leaving the stage dancing the
Tango.
All was not well when we realised
that the Lancashire/Yorkshire border
ran through the cricket ground, and
Seth’s ashes were scattered on the
Lancashire side – a great travesty
and insult for a Yorkshireman. With
the help of the vicar, the ashes were
retrieved, but we were in for a shock
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as we realised that Seth had not been the man his friends thought he was.
In the closing moments we saw Vera and Dolly (wives of Seth’s friends),
Marigold (bank manager’s wife) and Mary (the barmaid) bringing flowers to
the site and saying their farewells to the lover with whom they had shared
many happy times. We were left thinking that perhaps it was not his cricket
prowess that had given Seth the nickname ‘Hot Balls’!
Acknowledgements
The set design, decoration and construction were first class and tribute
should be paid to the amazing and unseen backstage team who made it all
happen, as well as the community support given in selling tickets and
providing the rehearsal space.
Ticket sales and auditorium layout were reviewed for this play with specific
seats being booked at the tables, as well as seats in rows being available.
Raffle tickets were attached to each programme at the cost of £1. This was
well received and on the whole seen as a welcome change.
Anyone interested in performing, managing costumes or helping in any way
should contact David on 07711 512 513. New members are welcome.
Gill Harrison

A magic lantern phantasmagoria
Jim Horne brought his magic lantern to the November meeting of the Local
History Group, and told us the story of how lanterns like his became such a
popular medium in the 18th and 19th centuries.
It was in the mid-17th century that magic lanterns first appeared, created by
the Dutch scientist Christiaan Huygens and the Danish mathematician
Thomas Rasmussen Walgensten. The idea was a success: soon others
were using mirrors to project the image around the room and mounting their
lanterns on rails to create an
impression of movement.
By the late 18th century the
showmen had taken over. They
created clouds of smoke and
projected ghostly moving images
onto them. With the addition of
suitable spooky noises the
audience was both thrilled and
terrified: these horror shows were
called ‘phantasmagoria’.

Robert’s phantasmagoria 1797.
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By the mid-19th century smoke and mirrors were
out of fashion. The lantern became more of an
educational tool, with biblical and moral themes in
evidence. Better sources of light were introduced
and lanterns became more sophisticated, with two
or three mounted together so that images could
dissolve from one to the next.
On to the real show!

A triple lantern of 1886.

Jim had put a modern light source into his lantern,
so it projected well onto the big screen in the Methodist Church. He showed
us a number of early 20th century slides of castles, piers and people at the
seaside. Then came several visual jokes, where part of the slide was first
hidden, then subsequently revealed, which delighted the audience.
The most memorable slides told nursery rhymes and pantomime stories.
We saw Old Mother Hubbard, Aladdin and his Lamp, Jack and the
Beanstalk and The Pied Piper of Hamelin, all in a series of colour slides
with words and pictures. It was a fitting conclusion to an evening of
entertainment in a style that our grandparents might have enjoyed when
they were young.
Roger Berkeley

Leicestershire’s inns and alehouses
December’s meeting of the Local History Group was a talk by Lawrence
Lock of Markfield entitled ‘A History of Leicestershire Pubs’. One of
Leicester’s most famous inns, the Blue Boar in Leicester’s old High Street,
earned its reputation after King Richard lll reportedly stayed there on the
night before the Battle of Bosworth. Lawrence revealed that there were a
great many other inns, both inside and outside the old city walls, that had
just as interesting tales to tell. He made a distinction between inns: primarily
for travellers, offering accommodation; taverns: catering mostly for the
middle classes and serving almost exclusively wine; and ale houses:
offering cheap beer and ale for the working classes.
Room at the inn?
Along with the Blue Boar, which existed since the early 1400s, other early
inns were readily identified from the signs they were obliged to display from
the middle of the 14th century. Long after King Richard’s time, the Blue
Boar achieved notoriety again in 1605 when its landlady, Widow Clarke,
was murdered during a botched robbery by Thomas Harrison and barmaid
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Alice Gumbold, both of whom were hanged for their exploits. Sadly, the inn
was already in decline in 1769 when the owner at that time, John Nutt,
relocated the business to Southgate and the Old Blue Boar (as it became
known) became dilapidated. It was finally demolished in 1838. The New
Blue Boar met the same fate in 1971 when the St Nicholas Circle
development commenced. However, a third Blue Boar has recently sprung
up on Millstone Lane.
Limited premises
By 1533 laws were in place that permitted only two taverns within the town
walls. By 1577, however, a royal survey identified that many more taverns
had been established. Of these, The Angel was probably the largest and
most important, having been established around 1534 across the old town
walls in Gallowtree Gate. It had 100 rooms over three floors and boasted
clients such as Mary Queen of Scots, Prince Rupert and Charles l.
Demolished in 1854, today the only reminder of this inn is the Angel
Gateway, a small alley off Cheapside.
The Victorian frontage of the Cross Keys (now an empty shop) disguises an
old inn pre-dating 1551, although you have to sneak down the side alley of
the church yard to appreciate the age of this building. The Saracen’s Head,
which once stood on the corner of Hotel Street and the Market Place, has
been rebuilt several times since it was established in the early 14th century.
It is now the Knight and Garter wine bar.
Catering to the working classes
Ale houses were less grand affairs and it was not until the 1640s that
licences were required to establish one. Under the terms of the licence
proprietors were not able to serve drinks during the times of church
services. Gaming and the sale of tobacco were banned on the premises,
and at least one bed had to be provided for visiting travellers.
In the 18th century uncertainty over land-ownership rights in the Haymarket
and Humberstone Gate areas allowed for the establishment of numerous
new ale houses and inns. The Three Crowns and the Three Cranes were
two rival inns built in the early 1700s. They were both important coaching
inns and could accommodate well-to-do travellers as well as catering for the
locals. The King of Denmark stayed at the Three Cranes in 1768. Both of
these establishments had gone by the late 1800s. The Crown and Thistle
however, on Loseby Lane, dating from around 1636 (although changing its
name to the Red Cow for many years), still survives behind the facade of
O’Neill’s and some claim it to be the oldest surviving pub in the city.
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Other pub sites dating from the 1800s that have been identified include the
Nag’s Head (site of Wyggeston Boys’ School) and the Bowling Green,
which was renamed the Polar Bear in the 1990s because of its proximity at
the time to the old Fox’s Glacier Mint factory.
Changes in licencing and modernisation
When licensing laws were relaxed in the 1830s more ale houses quickly
sprang up, resulting in the city acknowledging 177 inns and 121 alehouses
by 1835. The repeal of these laws in 1872 saw a gradual decline as
licences were either withdrawn or not reissued when they came up for their
annual renewal. By 1970 almost all the ale houses had gone, although six
still remain from the 1870 period: Blue Boar in Leicester’s old High Street
the Bakers Arms (Grafton Street), the Black Horse, the Bowlturners Arms,
the Bridle Lane Tavern, the Durham Ox and the Braunstone Gate Inn
(Manhattan Lounge).
Redevelopment in recent years has all but obliterated the sites of many of
Leicester’s historic drinking houses. Eleven pubs were lost when the
Haymarket complex was built in the 1960s and eight more were demolished
a few years later to make way for the Southgate development.
Lawrence concluded his virtual pub crawl by reminding us that one of
Leicester’s newest pubs now resides inside one of the city’s oldest
buildings: Wygston’s House Bar.
Mark Temple

Allergy and anaphylaxis
One is a common nuisance and the other is severe and life-threatening –
and yet the root of anaphylaxis is an allergic reaction. Many of us may have
seen someone having an anaphylactic response to an allergen and some of
us may even have had to administer treatment. Being aware of the signs
and symptoms, and understanding what action to take under these
circumstances, may mean the difference between life and death.
Allergic reaction
The vast majority of us have experienced an allergic reaction at some point
and it isn’t much fun. An allergy is defined as a damaging immune response
by the body to a substance; in particular food, pollen, dust or fur to which it
has become hypersensitive. A trip to the pharmacist will often provide rapid
symptomatic relief in the form of antihistamine tablets, a mild steroidal nasal
spray or some eye drops.
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Anaphylactic reaction
Anaphylaxis is a different story altogether, the definition of which is: a
severe and potentially life-threatening allergic reaction, affecting one or
more body systems such as the airways, heart, circulation, gut or skin.
Symptoms can start within seconds or minutes of exposure to the food or
substance to which one is allergic, and will progress rapidly.
Common triggers of anaphylaxis can include peanuts, sesame seeds, milk,
kiwi fruit, shellfish and eggs. Non-food triggers can include bee and wasp
stings, latex rubber and penicillin.
In addition, the following circumstances can increase an individual’s
vulnerability to having such a reaction. These can include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Poorly controlled asthma.
Current or recent infection.
Exercise before or just after contact with an allergen.
Emotional stress.
Drinking alcohol.
An existing allergic condition such as hay fever.

Symptoms of anaphylaxis
How would we know that someone is in anaphylactic shock and not having
a hypoglycaemic attack or an epileptic fit – or indeed just really badly
hungover? Anaphylaxis can cause blood pressure to drop rapidly, making
the sufferer become floppy or light-headed. This can progress to a patient
collapsing and becoming unconscious.
Other signs of anaphylaxis can be:
•
•
•
•
•

Flushed and swollen skin (angioedema).
Hives (also called urticaria or nettle rash).
Swollen lips, mouth and throat.
Abdominal pain with nausea and vomiting.
Confusion.

These symptoms often occur together or on their own.
Anaphylaxis can occur immediately after contact with an allergen and once
treated will not return – this is known as a uniphasic reaction. A biphasic
reaction is when the symptoms start off as either mild or severe, ease off
and then return with intensified severity so that blood pressure and/or
breathing are affected.
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People believed to be at risk of anaphylaxis will carry a pre-loaded
adrenaline injection (called an EpiPen) with them in case of an attack. In the
event of an episode, whether treated or not, the sufferer should seek
immediate medical attention. Being in a position to recognise an episode
can empower us to potentially make the difference between life and death.
Zainab Master

February in the cottage garden
Phew! When we reach February I always sigh with relief. I am aware that a
lot of people are not keen on the shortest month, fed up with a lingering
winter, but for me it is a month that holds hope. Yes, it is still very much
winter, but if you look carefully, there are signs that the garden is beginning
to think about spring – almost like the slow opening of a sleepy eye after a
long, deep slumber. Small things are appearing and they are all the more
brilliant for their smallness: aconites, snowdrops, crocuses and the first
primroses, not to forget the majestic beauty of the hellebore. The days too
are getting perceptibly longer and there are often short periods of unusually
warm weather, perfect for getting outside and finishing off pruning jobs or
mulching perennial beds.
Winter highlights
There have been a few highlights this winter that are worth mentioning. If I
were to recommend any bedding plant to create some winter cheer, it would
be the viola. I filled three or four small pots with various varieties to sit on
my wall and they have flowered continuously throughout the season,
despite rain, wind, snow and ice! I also splashed out on a beautiful conicalshaped bay tree for my patio and its deep evergreen leaves have added
structure and colour all winter. People worry about bay trees, but they are
reasonably hardy, especially if positioned near the house or in a sheltered
spot. They do not, however, like being exposed to bitter, strong winds. To
complement my new bay, I filled a smaller pot with a winter favourite of
mine, Sarcococca confusa or sweet bay, so that each time I step outside I
catch the intoxicating sweet scent of its tiny, spidery, white winter flowers.
Although the garden sleeps during winter, there is wildlife aplenty in the
garden. During the snow of December I was able to follow through the
vegetable garden the tracks of a fox, driven over the road from the fields
opposite in search of a hard-to-find morsel. Opening a window on sunnier
days, I am careful of a ladybird hunkered down on the wooden beading in a
corner of the glazed panel. Even the odd bumblebee has flown into the
greenhouse in search of a winter snack. I believe we have at least one
variety of bumblebee that can stay active during winter months.
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I get the most pleasure in winter, however, from feeding garden birds. My
bird feeders hang in a large, old apple tree, quite near to the house. This
year the birds have repaid the kind loan of its branches by helping with a
problem. My apple tree is suffering from a major infestation of woolly aphid.
Despite spraying with soapy water, jet washing and even resorting to
insecticide, I have been unable to rid the tree of them. After much research
my plan of action was to give the tree a severe pruning to remove the worstaffected branches.
Woolly aphids cause knobbly callouses to form on the branches and they
are able to overwinter in crevices on the bark. Although not generally
thought to cause actual harm to the tree, mine is so heavily infested that I
cannot see how they would not do harm. I also had a very poor crop of
apples this year. To help the effect of the pruning, I then scrubbed the
callouses and remaining infected areas with soapy water to kill any residual
aphids. Alongside my efforts I was glad to see blue tits, long tailed tits and
great tits helping by eating aphids from the branches. I was even treated to
a couple of gorgeous little goldcrests that visited daily with an obvious liking
for aphids.
The flower garden
February is a good time to plant bare-rooted shrubs and trees. I particularly
like to buy my roses bare-rooted. Bare-rooted plants have the advantage of
being cheaper, and are more likely to become established and grow more
quickly than container-grown plants. It is also time to prune climbers and
shrubs such as roses, clematis and buddleia. While dead growth on
deciduous grasses can look spectacular with a winter frost, by February
they are looking sad and should now be cut back. Evergreen grasses will
contain some dead growth, but this can be removed by raking your fingers
through the plant and combing it out (gloves recommended).
The vegetable garden
Ooh, one of my favourite jobs – setting out potatoes on an old egg-tray for
chitting. Place each potato upright to encourage the growth of shoots before
they are planted in the soil. If the soil is warm enough, plant out onion and
shallot sets. Alternatively, they can be started off in plugs by sitting each set
on top of the compost and placing in a greenhouse, where they will develop
a good root system before planting. Broad beans can also be started under
cover in pots before being planted out in early April.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on page 34. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Eat more to stay safe

Recreational science

The Blues Bistro Café in Granby
Street, Loughborough, was offering
the following pre-Christmas advice
to potential customers: ‘The more
you weigh the more
difficult you are to
kidnap, so eat more
cake.’ We hope you,
too, saw this message
and so had abductionfree seasonal
celebrations. The
A wellsame eatery also
dressed
offers ‘smocked
smocked
mackerel’ on its menu. mackerel.
A well-dressed dish is Courtesy of
Georgina
bound to appeal to
Welsh.
diners!

The Young Man’s Book of
Amusement, first published by
William Milner in 1839, is among the
stranger relics of an era when
scientific experimentation was
taking off as a form of popular
entertainment. There are
instructions to rub liquid mercury on
your skin, stick explosives under a
toy spider and apply voltage to a
corpse. It’s a wonder that any of its
readers survived long enough to be
amused. From New Scientist, 19th
December 2017.

‘Quite interesting’ facts
When having their photograph
taken, Victorians said ‘prunes’
rather than ‘cheese’ to make
themselves look more serious.
Queen Victoria had jewellery made
out of her children’s milk teeth.
From www.qi.com

Nuts about love
Driving through Southern California,
I stopped at a roadside stand that
sold fruit, vegetables and crafts. As I
went to pay, I noticed the young
woman behind the counter was
painting a sign. ‘Why the new sign?’
I asked. ‘My boyfriend didn’t
approve of the old one,’ she said.
When I glanced at what hung above
the counter, I understood. It
declared: ‘Local Honey Dates Nuts’.
T. Bologna, Reader’s Digest.

Codeword Solution
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
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What’s on in February
Sat

3rd

8.00

Sat

3rd

Mon
Tue

5th
6th

2.00–
4.00
7.00
10.00

Wed 7th

9.45

Thu

8th

10.00

Thu

8th

2.00–
4.00

Mon

12th

7.30

Tue

13th

7.00

Wed 14th

7.30

19th

7.30

Wed 21st

7.30

Wed 28th

7.30

Mon

Jukebox live, 50s/60s night. Local
band, BYO, (01509) 239 900,
david@davidlindsayclassics.co.uk
‘Bake, taste and swap’ all things cake
(see ad. p.33)
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
The Book Exchange. Swap unwanted
books from a selection of preloved
titles. Light refreshments available
Leicestershire Footpath Association
walk from Birstall with Greg and Averil
Leicestershire Footpath Association
circular walk with Brian
Inheritance Preservation Seminar. Incl.
legal, financial and taxation experts.
www.inheritance-preservation.co.uk
Local History Group, ‘Ancient
footpaths, bridleways and green
lanes’, talk by Vicky Allen
Shrove Tuesday lecture, ‘The historical
Jesus & the Christ of faith for today’s
church’ (see ad. p.33)
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust,
‘Peatlands of Borneo: Conservation
challenges & opportunities’, Dr Sara
Thornton
Friends of Charnwood Forest, ‘Gone
with the wind; the lost windmills of
Leicestershire’, talk by Mark Temple
Women’s Institute, ‘History of our WI’

Village Hall,
tickets from
newsagent
St Paul’s
Church
Village Hall
Ulverscroft
Manor, free
(donations)
Lift from
Curzon Arms to
Birstall
Curzon Arms
Beaumanor
Hall, free
Methodist
Church,
visitors £3
Baptist Church,
free ticket
Village Hall

Village Hall

Village Hall,
visitors £4
Film Show: The Time of Their Lives.
Village Hall, £4
Comedy with Joan Collins and Pauline on door or from
Collins. Light refreshments included
newsagent

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

