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Editor’s note
Isn’t it bloomin’ lovely! (You can tell I’ve been to see My Fair Lady recently.)
Summer is here and what better way to celebrate it than with the
Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens? On a gorgeous weekend in June, the
village was awash with curious visitors and locals, cream teas and
discussions about all things horticultural (see p.12). On the same weekend,
a free exhibition full of fascinating information about the history and natural
history of Woodhouse Eaves opened at St Paul’s Church (see p.19).
In this edition, we also report on the neighbourhood plan meeting, an
important project that affects the parish (see p.15). The Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group has also been busy over the
summer, with meetings focusing on local place names and a ‘show and tell’,
with members bringing along memorabilia and memories (see p.23).
Caroline Pook

Parish council news
Talking to your member of parliament
Edward Argar MP holds monthly appointment surgeries and if people want
to see him, they can ring his casework office on 0116 269 3789 with their
name, address, and a quick summary of the issue. Over the summer,
Edward hopes to hold another drop-in surgery in Woodhouse Eaves Village
Hall. The details will go into the Your Local magazine and on noticeboards.
The mayor
Elected each May, this year’s mayor is Councillor Christine Harris, a former
schoolteacher and Loughborough councillor with a particular interest in
open space and woodland. The mayor’s charities are the Woodland Trust
and Sense. The mayoress is Cynthia Bradley-Stevenson, a former dental
nurse. Both love to be invited to village events and taking on jobs in the
community; for example, they opened the recent art exhibition during the
open gardens weekend, and are happy to host visits to the mayor’s parlour.
See www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/mayor for more information.
Cycling and horse riding two abreast
Vehicle drivers complain when they see cyclists or horses travelling two
abreast. However, this helps to keep riders safe. The Highway Code states
that riders ‘should never ride more than two abreast’ (Rule 66). Drivers
should ‘give motorcyclists, cyclists and horse riders at least as much room
as [they] would when overtaking a car (Rules 211 to 215). When passing
animals, drive slowly, give them plenty of room and be ready to stop. Do not

Roundabout July/August 2018

5

scare animals by sounding your horn, revving your engine or accelerating
rapidly once you have passed them... Be particularly careful of horses
especially when overtaking. Always pass wide and slowly. Horse riders are
often children, so take extra care and remember riders may ride in double
file when escorting a young or inexperienced horse or rider… treat all
horses as a potential hazard; they can be unpredictable, despite the efforts
of their rider/driver (Rules 211 to 215).’
Neither cyclists nor horse riders should use pavements, although it is hard
to challenge those who do when there are so many vehicle collisions on
parish roads. Parked cars are also a nuisance if insufficient room is left for a
wheelchair or buggy to pass by.
Beaumanor War and Peace: the Curzon Herrick years 1915–39
Former parish resident Caroline Wessel’s stories about Beaumanor people
featured on Radio Leicester’s Talking History programmes in May and June.
Caroline brings the period and the people to life. The seven-minute
broadcasts are on BBC iPlayer (go to www.bbc.co.uk/radio) for 20th May
(nine minutes in), 27th May (38 minutes in) and 3rd June (20 minutes in).
The Curzon Herricks were major benefactors in this parish. The book,
published in April, is available from Beaumanor Hall, the Café Next Door,
Quorn and Woodhouse Great Central Railway station, and online.
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Caretaker Jean Mawby
Jean Mawby became the Woodhouse Eaves
Village Hall caretaker in June 1981 and, over
the decades since then, developed a much
wider brief, with many more responsibilities. As
well as keeping the hall in good order, she took
bookings for all three village halls, supported
the many groups using them, watched over
maintenance contractors, helped to keep the
Jean and John Mawby.
area secure, made numerous suggestions for
improvements, regularly checked water and electrical safety, and helped to
make village events on the premises as successful as possible.
Jean was also president of the Evergreens Club and continued volunteering
with the Peter le Marchant Trust until her council work became more timeconsuming. Jean had fostered many children who, as adults, continued to
visit and keep in touch. Together with her husband John, Jean made sure
that the small village hall garden was in tip-top condition for the open
gardens and that it hosted eye-catching (and mechanically-moving!)
displays for the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group scarecrow festivals.
Jean’s baking skills won prizes.
Whenever there were disturbances, Jean either sorted them out or
summoned help. If someone fell or fainted, Jean’s first aid skills were
deployed. Until automatic sliding doors were installed last year, Jean helped
people in and out with boxes and bags, laid out tables and chairs for events,
and showed people how to use the microphones and projector, or connect
their phone to WiFi.
Jean has served under 12 different council chairs, seven vice-chairs, seven
clerks and innumerable councillors. Jean has been a wonderful colleague
who will be missed very much; a calming personality with good humour and
a wide knowledge of how to do everything. In spite of her own, and John’s,
sad personal times, Jean offered compassion and support to others who
were enduring similar sadness. Moving to Spain is a bold step and, as Jean
says, pre-Brexit and while she and John are fit and able enough to set up in
a new home, it is the right time to retire from the long-standing and
increasingly arduous (and now seven days a week) job she has done for
this community. There will be places for visitors to stay at their new home,
so there will be numerous visits from family and friends, and many Skype
exchanges in between. We wish Jean and John the best and say farewell
with our deepest thanks for the past 37 years of dedicated service.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Parish Council
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News in brief
A new member joins the litter-picking team
The Woodhouse Eaves litter-pickers are delighted to welcome 15-year-old
Lottie Parkinson onto our team. Lottie is working for her Duke of
Edinburgh’s bronze Award and for the next few months will be out and
about, with her father, helping to keep our lanes clear of the rubbish that
others thoughtlessly discard.
Lottie follows three other young people who joined our team a few years
ago in working for their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. Each week she and her
father are collecting something akin to a full dustbin sack of litter, while a
recent trip they made along Charley Lane (along which members of the
team had not previously ventured) revealed what resembled a rubbish tip;
sadly the state of many of our lanes and verges, which rarely get cleared.
Thank you Lottie (and your dad). We really value your contribution.
Pam Crankshaw, Volunteer Litter Warden
Frenzy of activity for junior gardeners
The club met towards the end of May and again in early June with the
young gardeners, getting stuck into activities at the allotment. The earlier
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session focused on the herb planter as a group activity, and the children
were keen to experience both the smells and tastes of the plants. Mint
seemed to cause the most surprise as it was a taste that was familiar to
them from sweets and toothpaste! We also had an opportunity to plant
plenty in individual plots, including runner beans, chard and peas, with a
welcome chance to construct wigwams from canes to support the plants.
The June gathering, by contrast, saw us having to take loads of plants out
of the plots! The sunny weather, combined with occasional downpours,
had helped not only the plants to grow, but the weeds too. Once we had
reduced those down to a reasonable level, we could see how well the plants
were doing. The sunflowers in particular seemed to have gone from fairly
puny seedlings to sturdy plants in just a few weeks. We also introduced
homemade bird feeders by recycling water bottles and using wooden
spoons for the perches. Other jobs, like earthing-up the potatoes and
watering the plants, were enjoyed after a snack and drink in the hot sun.
Amanda Garland
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute news
On 16th May, all Woodhouse Eaves WI members had a chance to discuss
the resolution that would go forward to the final vote at the National
Federation of Women’s Institutes (NFWI) Annual Meeting on 6th June. The
resolution is: ‘Mental health matters as much as physical health. The NFWI
urges all WI members to recognise the importance of parity between mental
health and physical health and take action to make it as acceptable to talk
about mental health issues as much as physical health issues, and to lobby
government for better support for mental illness.’
Past President Jane Futcher shared some information about the scale of
the problem. Each year, around one in four people will experience a mental
health problem and almost all (nine out of ten) will face discrimination and
stigma including from friends, family and at work. This can make someone’s
mental health problems worse and delay or impede their getting help, and
their recovery. The Mental Health Foundation estimates that around one in
ten children and young people are affected by a mental health condition
such as depression, self-harm and eating disorders. However, 75 per cent
of people with mental health conditions do not have access to the care they
need. Research also suggests that access to services and waiting times
can vary significantly depending on where you live. After a lively and
thought-provoking debate, members voted for the resolution.
It was a packed programme on the night as members were also entertained
by Mike Storr, who gave us a potted history of how music hall had
developed. He described his favourites such as Rob Wilson, Sir George
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Roby and Bernard Miles, and gave us samples of their most famous
monologues. One of Mike’s convincing impersonations was of Pam Ayres!
He completed his show with a rendition of Albert and the Lion, as performed
by Stanley Holloway. As an extra treat, members could choose a glass of
wine and savoury snacks as well as the usual tea and biscuits.
Judith Harrison
The Woodhouses’ Good Neighbour Scheme – a year on
The Good Neighbour Scheme has been running for over a year in the
parish. As such, it seemed a suitable time to ask some people who use the
scheme to share their views on their experiences.
‘The attitude of the drivers is that we are the most important people in the
world! It is a wonderful scheme. I cannot find any fault with it.’
‘The volunteers are very friendly. I have met up with people from the village
who I have not seen for a long time. I have also met some new people, and
put names to faces.’
‘You need to pre-plan if you are using the scheme, as they are not an urgent
service. Twenty-four hours seems to be the minimum notice. I have also
booked them six weeks in advance for a lift to hospital appointments.’
‘People who are not using it are missing out.’
The scheme has volunteers who would enjoy coming to spend some time
with you – for a chat, to share a cuppa or even play a game. There might be
a skill or hobby you would like to share or learn and maybe we can find
someone to join you in that. We are a group of local people with lots of
different hobbies and interests. You can choose whether you would like the
same person or a different person each time. Visits can be weekly or more
often, for half an hour, or a couple of hours. You could go out somewhere,
for example, to a local café or group. We can arrange just the transport
through the scheme, or also for someone to join you in your chosen activity,
so please ask for what suits you when you call 07561 890100.
Good Neighbour Scheme
The horticultural show – a reminder
The Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show isn’t far off now – 1st
September – so it’s time to get your thinking caps (and gardening gloves)
on! The full list of classes is in April’s Roundabout and the schedules should
appear in local shops by mid-July, or contact Wendy Young on 07845
951370 for more information.
Editor
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Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens
Beautiful gardens to wander around, the
opportunity for a much-anticipated ‘cream
tea crawl’, warm, dry weather, villagers
offering their top gardening tips – what
more could we ask for on a June
weekend, as Woodhouse Eaves residents
hosted the open gardens for the 29th
successive year?
Variety of styles
I was struck by the amazing variety of the Cakes galore!
gardens – about 20 in total – for example, the wonderful natural wildlife
garden at 47 Victoria Road (with its hidden claypit where bricks used to be
made), compared to its contemporary neighbour. Maira Hall has tended the
garden at number 47 since 1960 when she and her husband bought the
house, and her love of wildlife and all things horticultural was evident in the
posters explaining about bees and her books on roses. ‘This year the
garden is really bustling with life,’ Maira commented, and this was certainly
evident in the many insects and birds I saw in the garden.

A hive of activity at 47 Victoria Rd.

Joy Hogben and her daughter Libby in their
stunning contemporary garden at 45 Victoria Rd.

Meanwhile, at number 45, the style was completely different – ordered
beds, decked areas, a swing and parasol, and a wonderful modern
summerhouse that would be a peaceful place to read or have a siesta.
Tips and snippets
As a complete novice in the garden (I don’t even seem to be able to keep a
cactus alive for long), it was interesting to hear people sharing tips on
gardening – I now know that, aside from when it’s frosty, you can plant out
an azalea at any time of year, as it’s evergreen, and that it’s best to clip it
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after it first flowers. Despite my basic
knowledge, I was pleased to recognise
flaming rhododendrons, camellias and
bright orange and pink poppies, as well
as admiring beautiful tones of acers. I
heard some fascinating snippets of
conversation too: ‘You have to talk to
the vegetables to make them grow,’
(overheard by the vegetable garden at Rosemary Kaiser in front of the amazing
rhododendrons at 22 Victoria Rd.
17 Nanhill Drive). And: ‘I’m monitoring
the grass,’ said with a wry smile by John Archer, relaxing in a lounger with a
cup of tea at 58 Maplewell Road.
Interesting histories
What was so enjoyable about my meander around the gardens was
meeting the owners, and hearing some of the history behind their beloved
plots; for example, the unusual rose bush that Carol Holt of 43 Beacon
Road prizes, as it was planted by her late husband, Terry. She told me
proudly that she and Terry had designed and laid out the garden
themselves. ‘Gardening’s in my blood,’ Carol told me proudly, adding, ‘It has
to be a certain standard to open it.’ The satisfaction and care taken in
looking after all the gardens I visited was evident.

Carol Holt behind the rose
bush chosen by her late
husband, Terry.

The ‘Gillian’ clematis at 58
Maplewell Rd, given to Gill
Elliot by her sister as a
birthday present.

A visitor smelling a beautiful
rose in the garden at 21 Main
Street.
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I also learned some interesting
stories about the history of the
houses. Stuart Tyler, who also had
his 1913 De Dion-Bouton veteran
car on show, explained how 48
Brand Hill used to be the coach
house for the ‘big house’ next
door, which was used as an
orphanage for 30 years. Further
along at 2 Nanhill Drive, Liz
The reward of tea and cake at 17 Nanhill Drive.
Wilson explained that their brand new house had only been completed eight
months earlier, built in the grounds of their former home next door. The
garden, although very new, was beautifully planted, with splashes of bright
lupins and a lime green acer.
I bumped into a few familiar faces on my tour, as well as chatting to people
who had travelled from far outside the parish to enjoy the gardens. One lady
from Northampton meets up with her pal once a year, and they always get
together in Woodhouse Eaves. Another couple from Coventry travel the
country, visiting open gardens over the summer. A pair of gardening
enthusiasts had walked from Loughborough, and said the reward of a cup
of tea and a delicious piece of hummingbird cake kept them going!
Lots on offer
As well as gardens to feast your eyes on, there were lots of other things on
offer: free catnip from the cat lovers at 7 Charnwood Rise; a studio with
Sally Matterson’s artwork at 19 Hill Rise; the chance to test your skill (or
luck in my case) on the hoopla, ably run by Caleb Hubbard at 31 Victoria
Road; a tombola at 2 Nanhill Drive; the chance to make your own paper
pots at the ‘plastic-free’ stall by the village hall; and the church and windmill
were open to visitors too. I even heard an impromptu quintet singing
together on the pavement in
Victoria Road! I asked one family
what the best bit of the open
gardens was and the answer,
given with gusto, was ‘the
scones!’ All in all, a great
weekend, which raised over
£4,800 to support St Paul’s
Church.
Caroline Pook
Sienna and Kate having fun at 2 Nanhill Drive.
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Woodhouse parish Neighbourhood Plan
A neighbourhood plan is being created for Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves, and a public meeting about the plan was held on 13th June in the
village hall. The meeting was designed to:
1. raise awareness in the local community about the function of the plan
2. describe the stages involved in the creation of a plan
3. introduce key stakeholders and their roles in creating the plan
4. request volunteers to form a steering committee and encourage
participation from the local community
5. set the next meeting.
Here are summary notes about those five objectives.
1. The function of the neighbourhood plan and why it is so important
The neighbourhood plan provides a fair and comprehensive opportunity for
the community to participate in shaping the future of the local area. It aims
to ensure that any future development is sensitive to, and meets the needs
of, the community. It can help the local community choose where new
houses or other development should be built; identify important local green
spaces, heritage or environmental sites; plan for community facilities; and
support infrastructure. It can inspire local people and businesses to
consider other ways to improve their neighbourhood than through the
development and use of land.
In combination with the Charnwood Local Plan, the neighbourhood plan
provides a key instrument for the council to assess development
applications. It has the same legal status as the local plan. In the absence
of a neighbourhood plan, planning officers will refer primarily to the
Charnwood Local Plan, which will not provide the same level of local detail
and community representation as the neighbourhood plan.
2. Stages involved in the creation of a neighbourhood plan
The creation of a neighbourhood plan follows distinct statutory stages. An
important requirement of these stages is that they must each contain
demonstrable engagement with the community. The whole process is
expected to take 18 months to two years to complete.
Stage 1: Area designation
Designates the area to be covered by the plan. The designated area is the
Woodhouse Parish area, which can be found at:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/woodhouse-parish-neighbourhoodp1.html (this stage has been completed).
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Stage 2: Issues and options identified (this stage is due to start)
Public consultation
Setting the vision for the area and objectives of the plan
Gathering of evidence
Stage 3: Draft plan development
Ongoing community consultation
Planning policies drafted
Sites allocated (if applicable)
Stage 4: Statutory consultation
Draft plan published
Comments and views invited
Six-week community consultation
Stage 5: Submit plan to Charnwood Borough Council
Screening and conformity checks
Further community consultation period
Stage 6: Independent examination
Viability and basic conditions checked
Community involvement assessed
Stage 7: Referendum
Community vote. If 50 percent of votes are ‘Yes’, the plan comes into force.
3. Key stakeholders and their roles
Paul Gilding, Planning Policy – Charnwood Borough Council
Paul gave an outline of the council's statutory involvement at every stage of
the neighbourhood planning process (also detailed on the CBC website at
www.localplan.charnwood.gov.uk/content/index.php?id=116). Paul also
mentioned the Locality grant of up to £9,000, which is available to support
communities that are undertaking neighbourhood plans.
Colin Wilkinson – Planit-X Town and Country Planning Services
Colin described his experience and expertise in the preparation of
neighbourhood plans. His skill is in helping community groups write plans
that will survive examination and will provide a robust tool for the
assessment of planning applications.
John Preston – Rural Community Council
The Rural Community Council is a not-for-profit organisation working to
support and represent rural communities across Leicestershire and Rutland.
The RCC can provide support to community groups making neighbourhood
plans. John and his colleague summarised the support they could provide
the steering committee as well as outlining the stages of creating a
neighbourhood plan. See www.ruralcc.org.uk/neighbourhoodplanning/
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Jill Taylor and Tim Sault – Parish Council representatives
The Parish Council is officially responsible for leading the neighbourhood
plan and is in the process of forming a steering committee. Parish Council
representatives Jill Taylor and Tim Sault will report back on the progress
and activities of the steering committee to the Parish Council. See:
www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#who-leadsneighbourhood-planning-in-an-area
4. Establishment of the neighbourhood plan steering committee
The steering committee is a community group charged with involving the
whole community of residents, businesses and other stakeholders in the
neighbourhood planning process. A small group of people has volunteered
to be part of the steering committee. Further participation either by joining
the committee or acting within the community is welcomed and encouraged.
Please note that any commitment doesn't have to be for the full duration of
the project. Involvement is anticipated from different groups at different
stages and all contributions will be appreciated.
5. Details of the next meeting
Village hall, Tuesday, 10th July, 7.00–8.30pm. An agenda will be circulated
nearer the time. Everybody is welcome.
Merrin Jensen
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Woodhouse Eaves Heritage Exhibition opens
A free summer exhibition full of fascinating information about the history and
natural history of Woodhouse Eaves and its surroundings has opened at St
Paul’s Church. Most of the research has been carried out by volunteers
under the leadership of Sue Young, and can also be seen on the St Paul’s
Heritage website (www.stpaulsheritage.org).
Opening weekend
The exhibition opened on the weekend of
the 2nd and 3rd June, to coincide with the
open gardens. One hundred visitors came
to see the exhibition on the Saturday and
a further 75 on the Sunday and, to judge
by the number of tiddlywinks put into the
smiley-faced feedback jar, visitors really
enjoyed their experience.
The visitors were impressed by the
amount of research that had gone into the
projects on display over the weekend. A
total of 24 projects have been carried out
for the exhibition, broadly divided into five
main categories: features of the church
building and the architects who designed
it; local families and people; the natural
history surrounding the church; the
Display banners in the chancel.
graveyards and memorials; and the
history of St Paul’s School.
Artefacts linked to the restoration project were also on show, such as the
original architect’s plans, and facsimiles of documents related to the
founding of St Paul’s School. For those interested in learning more about
the structure and decorative features of the building, there were quizzes for
both adults and children, with prizes and certificates on offer.
The exhibits over which visitors lingered the longest were the copies of 19th
century maps of the village. Residents had great fun trying to locate their
properties or the sites on which they would eventually be built. Some very
interesting insights came out of this; for example, have you ever wondered
why many people pronounce Maplewell as ‘Mapplewell’? Studying the old
maps revealed that originally that was how it was spelled.
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St Paul’s CE Primary School
Visitors were also very impressed and moved
by the creative artwork produced just a few
weeks ago on Heritage Challenge Day by
pupils of St Paul’s. The children had obviously
put a lot of thought and effort into highlighting
the aspects of the heritage that appealed most
to them.
One piece of artwork, produced by Year 3,
struck visitors as being particularly poignant.
Replicas of St Paul's Church
Inspired by the centenary of World War One,
chalices made by school pupils.
the children had researched the 34 local
soldiers listed on the village war memorial and found that only three of them
are buried in St Paul’s
churchyard. Their poster shows a
photograph of 31 crosses and
stones, with the explanation: ‘To
commemorate those who didn’t
make it home, we created our
own gravestones and memorials
to remember those not buried in Gravestones and memorials created by children at
St Paul’s School.
St Paul’s graveyard.’
Bat walk
To tie in with the Woodhouse Eaves Bioblitz 2, a bat walk was held at the
church late on the evening of 8th June. A talk by an expert on bats
complemented the research project of Maggie Morland, fittingly entitled
‘Bats in the Belfry?’. The talk was followed by an exploratory expedition
outside, where – thrillingly – the bat detector picked up the calls of various
bats. Recordings of bat calls from previous forays with the bat detector
could be heard on an iPad in the exhibition; what a privilege it was to hear
sounds that the human ear can’t normally detect!
Memories prompted
The exhibits and research projects prompted many memories to surface,
and visitors were encouraged to write down their memories, either there
and then or later at home. Although the research projects are now finished,
such a heritage archive is never complete. It is hoped that a visit to the
exhibition will mean that more precious memories are recorded for posterity,
to the benefit of the whole community.
Dawn Daly, St Paul’s Heritage Project volunteer
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Woodhouse Eaves plastic-free report
Recent local activity
Continuing our journey to reduce the use of unnecessary and single-use
plastics in the village, this month a group of local people shared their ideas
and activities at a stall for the open gardens weekend. Information was on
offer, including plastic-free gardening tips, local suppliers of plastic-free
goods, local milk delivery firms, Friends of the Earth advice, and Big
Recycling guides from Charnwood.
There was also an opportunity to see the swaps that local people have
already made, for example, bars of soap instead of liquid in bottles; reusable water bottles instead of disposable bottles; metal razors instead of
throwaway ones. A rubbish-sorting game encouraged visitors to choose the
appropriate bin: green recycling or the black bin. It wasn’t always easy, but
prizes were won! A local young man joined us to sell his homemade salves
in metal tins. These were made using beeswax, olive oil and essential oils.
Sedums were also on sale in pots made from recycled materials.
The stall had a steady stream of interested folk. All were willing to share
their views and strategies to reduce their plastic waste and were keen to
hear what others had to say. There was a really positive attitude towards
working together to solve what often seems an overwhelming problem.
We had a pledge tree, to which people were encouraged to contribute.
These were some of the pledges:
1. Put things in the right bin.
2. No more plastic straws.
3. Use glass storage jars for leftovers.
4. Get a re-usable water bottle.
5. Use soap powder in a paper box.
6. Avoid pre-packed fruit, vegetables and meat.
7. Ditch the coffee pods and remember to carry your own coffee cup.
8. Use tea leaves not bags.
9. Re-use plastics (not all plastics are ‘poison’, for example, some, such
as syringes, are useful for medical reasons).
One of many discussions people had at the stall was about Ecobricks, a
novel way of turning unrecyclable plastics into building blocks (more
information is at www.ecobricks.org). Also discussed was a new packagefree shop that will open at 22 St Martin’s, Leicester in July. On display at the
stall was the new bin for recycling plastic bottle caps. This is now available
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at the village hall. Plastic bottle caps will be recycled for charity or used to
make more robust articles.
In the media
This month there have been three fascinating and complex programmes on
Radio 4: Plastic Fantastic, presented by Mark Miodownik. He considered
the development and relationship we have with plastic and looked into the
science to deal with recycling difficulties. The programmes are too complex
to be fully explained here but for those readers wanting to understand the
root of the problem I would urge you to listen. They’re still available on BBC
iPlayer radio and give a reassuring overall view of society’s ability to
overcome the difficulties, confusions and tragedies caused by plastic. There
are scientific solutions, which can only be put into place by companies,
designers and government working together to create a circular economy
where the maximum amount of plastic is recycled and re-used. We can
make a difference, as has already been shown by the high profile that the
topic has been given since Blue Planet 2.
Mark Miodownik’s recommendations for how ordinary people can force
change include being an advocate for the UK Plastics Pact (see
www.wrap.co.uk). This has been signed by companies responsible for 80
per cent of plastic packaging in the UK. They have pledged to make all

22

Roundabout July/August 2018

plastic packaging 100 per cent recyclable, re-usable or compostable and to
eliminate single-use plastic packaging by 2025. Quote it whenever you
speak to supermarkets, brands and anyone wanting your vote.
We would love to hear from anyone who would like to be part of the
conversation around this topic. Contributions can be sent via email to
cherriewhatmuff@hotmail.com
Cherrie Whatmuff

Leicestershire and Rutland place names
On 14th May Darren Harris gave a talk to the Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves Local History Group about the origins of Leicestershire and Rutland
place names. He explained how different waves of settlement – from the
Celtic people of Britain to the Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Norman
French, and on to people in modern times – have added descriptions of
places in their own language so that place names have evolved and
changed over time. An example of this is Breedon on the Hill. Bree is an
ancient Brittonic (Celtic) word, meaning hill. When Anglo-Saxon settlers
arrived in the area they took the Celtic place name and added the suffix
‘dun’, meaning hill, to describe the location of the village the locals called
Bree. The name Breedon (Bree-dun), which would have lost its original
meaning to the people who later lived in the area, was given the suffix ‘on
the hill’ to describe its location. Unbeknown to them, they had named the
village Hill, so Hill on the Hill!
As well as explaining the origins of many place names, Darren also
included pictures and interesting information about the history of many of
the villages in his talk. Darren (for many years a teacher at Maplewell Hall
School) tested the audience using a light-hearted quiz featuring many of the
terms he had explained to see how much information they had absorbed.
Mark Temple

Show and tell
This year’s Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group end-ofseason ‘show and tell’ session in June evoked another splendid mix of
offerings from members, from the poignant to the humorous, with each
bringing a small part of the past back to life.
Samuel and the vicar’s pigeons
Gerald Berrington spoke about his great grandfather, Samuel, born in 1846
in what was then called Sheepshed. He farmed at Lower Broombriggs Farm
and for a short while was a Woodhouse Eaves parish councillor. Later he
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left the village for Holly Hayes Farm in Whitwick, where one day he shot
four of the vicar’s valuable prize racing pigeons that were eating his crops.
Samuel was taken to court, where he received a substantial fine (over
£5,000 in today’s money), which he refused to
pay. The result was 14 days’ hard labour in
Leicester prison. However, in an ironic twist to the
tale, the vicar himself was arrested a few years
later, convicted of embezzlement, and sentenced
to one year’s hard labour.
Christmas letters from the school
A more poignant contribution was the reading of
two letters from the early 1900s by Evelyn Brown.
They were written by Jesse Gibson, head teacher
at Woodhouse Eaves National School, to his
pupils, something he did every Christmas. He
would encourage the children to develop a sense
of duty and high moral standards. The most
difficult, and certainly the most poignant, that he Lieutenant Jesse Gibson, in
wrote was the Christmas 1914 letter, four months uniform (from the collection of
after the outbreak of World War One.
the late Brian Axon).
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It was also the last letter Jesse wrote. That Christmas, aged 51, he enlisted
in the National Reserve, the Royal Defence Corps. Although he survived the
war, he died from a serious illness in the Military Hospital in Leicester in
March 1919.
Under the cosh
Richard Mollart’s contribution was rather more
physical. Defending oneself or one’s property
before the establishment of an effective police
force was an important aspect of Victorian life.
Although most people probably had few
possessions of value, there was also an
emerging middle class who were vulnerable. A
variety of objects were used as weapons, from A hinged cosh.
simple sticks and umbrellas to pistols. The hinged cosh (shown below)
belonged to a farmer whose property was just outside Retford in
Nottinghamshire. While it is easy to imagine a farmer owning a gun, using it
for self-defence is problematic as there was the real risk that it would lead to
the death of the intruder – not a desirable outcome for either party.
A souvenir from the early days of flying
In 1916, when only 18 years old, John Thorne’s father was called up for war
service and joined the Royal Flying Corps, stationed at Brooklands in
Surrey, where his job was to look after the Rolls Royce engines installed in
the aircraft. One day, rumours circulated around the mess that a Bleriot
monoplane, housed in a large shed, was to be scrapped to make room for
something more modern. (Bleriot was a French aircraft manufacturer who in
1909 had been the first person to fly the English Channel.) The men
promptly looted the Bleriot for souvenirs, John’s father walking off with a
beautifully crafted, small wooden wheel, which had been the handle at the
top of the joystick.
Local History Group
There was also a talk about the 1895 Woodhouse Parish Council report (see below).
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Found in the bins at Swithland triangle
In July 2010 a letter arrived at the Woodhouse Eaves Post Office. It was
from a Mr JD Green of Ratby, and it enclosed an old brown envelope
containing a number of documents. Bob Rankin was postmaster at the time
and he must have passed it to Brian Axon (former chair of the local history
group), but I can’t trace what Brian did with it. Anyway, it finished up in the
side pocket of an old suitcase.
After Brian died, I found the suitcase in the history group archives. It was
taking up valuable space so I resolved to Freecycle it, but just before a lady
came to take it away I checked the pockets and found Mr Green’s letter.
The letter explained that Mr Green had been employed many years ago to
clear rubbish from outbuildings at ‘The Cottage’ on Swithland triangle (now
known as Swithland Manor), where he found an old brown envelope. He
was getting old (indeed he died only six weeks after writing the letter) and
he wanted the material that he had found to be preserved for posterity.
Inside the brown envelope
There were a number of documents inside, but the one that caught my
attention was the handwritten draft report of the parish council for 1894/5. It
was elegantly written in black ink and signed by the clerk to the council,
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Isaac Kirk. There were a number of corrections in red ink, which (as Mr Kirk
explained on the outside of the envelope) had been added by the chairman
of the council, Mr Robert F. Martin.
As I perused this document I realised that it was the first such report,
because the parish council had only been inaugurated the previous year
when the Local Government Act 1894 became law. Indeed, Mr Kirk starts,
‘When first entering office we were naturally somewhat uncertain as to how
far our authority extended,’ but continues, ‘On more intimate acquaintance
with the statute many of our expectations were disappointed, and we found
our powers strictly limited in all directions.’
The issues of the day
One of the first priorities of the new council was to establish a recreation
ground. They tried to persuade Mrs Perry Herrick to part with a field near
Hungerhill Wood – but failed. They considered taking a lease on Long
Close, but although they liked its central location they felt the site was too
narrow and didn’t like the fact that a public footpath passed through it. Little
did they know that it would take 40 years to find a solution!
They had more success with the Manchester Sheffield and Lincolnshire
Railway Company, which was planning a new line to London (later to be
called the Great Central). The railway company was proposing that the
bridge over the railway in Woodhouse Road would be 25ft wide, while that
in Rushey Lane would be just 15ft wide. After council pressure, both bridges
were built ten feet wider than the railway company had planned.
The sanitary condition of the village was another preoccupation. The report
says, ‘Steps have been taken to ensure the efficient removal of sanitary
pans by the appointment of a public scavenger – which in our opinion is a
great improvement on the method hitherto adopted.’ Sadly there is nothing
about the precise role of the public scavenger, nor how much they earned.
Dodgy arithmetic
The council decided to adopt the 1882 Electric Lighting Act, and £29 was
the sum voted to meet the cost of four new lamps with iron columns and a
year’s salary for the lamplighter. But
the figures in the report didn’t add
up… they totalled £23 11s 6d and
not the £29 0s 0d that they should
have done!
The report finishes in the wordy
style that runs through the whole
It doesn’t quite add up!
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document: ‘These and various other affairs have occupied the attention of
the Council, which, if not altogether as satisfactory as we could desire, are
nevertheless evidence of our endeavour to serve the interests of the Parish
to the best of our ability.’
Roger Berkeley

July and August in the cottage garden
With the passing of June, the earlier vigour of spring has left the garden,
and there is a sense of fullness and richness with growth having reached
its peak. Although the freshness of the green, so vibrant in May and June,
has gone and the days are slowly getting shorter, the garden has taken
on a languid feel as if – with the mad rush to put on growth gone – the
garden can turn its face to the sun and relax. Not that there aren’t jobs to
be getting on with, not least in the vegetable garden where everything is
beginning to bear fruit, and harvesting the results of your labour is the order
of the day.
In the flower garden
Some early flowering perennials have now gone over and can be chopped
back with some then able to rejuvenate and provide a second flowering
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later on. Any spaces can be filled with tender annuals such as salvias,
dahlias and cosmos. As the first bloom of roses fades, it’s important to
deadhead regularly to stimulate further flowering. I provide them with a
second feed at this time, which helps. If the weather is wet, heavy green
growth can be reduced to a floppy mess overnight so it’s worth having a
supply of stakes handy to keep plants upright.
In the vegetable garden
There really isn’t anything better than digging up your first potatoes! And
nothing tastes as good as a salad potato you have grown yourself, cooked
with your own mint and eaten with homegrown salad. Tomatoes are also
producing fruit, as are climbing and runner beans. To help reduce the risk of
blight on tomatoes, make sure they have enough ventilation and are kept
moist. It is best to water well just once a week. My peas rarely make it to the
kitchen and are consumed where they are picked as a guilty treat! Summer
pruning of fruit trees can help curtail over-long shoots and, if you are
training cordons or espaliers, can help to achieve the desired overall shape.
The little things
At the end of May I watched the television coverage of this year’s RHS
Chelsea Flower Show. One of the features that stood out for me was how
the programme looked at elements in the show gardens that fulfilled certain
desirable qualities we might want from our gardens, such as tranquility,
sustainability and even a bit of fun. So, with most of the hard work over until
autumn, I thought I’d take a brief look at how we can all add some of these
qualities to our own gardens, so that on long summer days you can take a
bit back from the plot you have laboured hard to create.
With most of us leading hectic lives, an important quality our garden can
provide is as a peaceful space where we can unwind and recharge our
batteries. An obvious way to achieve this is by including seating in the
garden. However, where you place a seat is all important. Make sure it’s in
a secluded spot, away from the house and where you have a view, perhaps
of your favourite area, to aid a sense of seclusion and to help you to relax. It
could be a bench, a chair or even a cushion on a wall. Using the garden to
escape can also be achieved with a little clever planting. Strategically
placed trees or shrubs will hide you from the house and from neighbours.
Plants with heavy scent such as roses or herbs planted at the edges of
paths to be brushed past can aid that sense of peace and wellbeing. The
gentle trickling from a water feature can also add a peaceful feeling.
With the ever-increasing worry over our earth’s rapidly reducing resources
there’s a need for us all to do what we can. Perhaps the resource we
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gardeners rely on most, especially in summer, is water. By strategically
placing water butts in certain spots around the garden, we can maximise
the amount of rainwater to be harnessed and so reduce our reliance on
hosepipes, as well as saving our legs lugging water around the garden!
On a warm evening there is nothing nicer than spending time in the garden.
Outdoor lighting is ever popular and luckily there are many solar options out
there that can help save on electricity. Whether it’s a string of lights in a tree
or lamps to light a pathway, there is a solar option for all.
With our batteries recharged it’s time for a bit of fun. A lawn is not only a
place to sit but also a great setting for games, be it football with the kids or a
more gentle game of croquet! Swing seats and hammocks offer fun ways to
sit and enjoy the garden. Add a piece of art too, whether it be a stone statue
or a garden gnome – whatever gives you joy. Mirrors are also a great way
of adding different perspectives to the garden and can be interesting to
come across. I have an old Moroccan mirror whose glass has become
warped with age so that when you come across it, it’s like being in a hall of
mirrors at a fun fair! Decide what it is you most want out of your garden and
then have a look around for those little things that will enhance that quality
and help you enjoy your outdoor space to the full.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
World’s biggest cornflake?

Fast food

A student was shocked to find the
world’s biggest ever cornflake in his
cereal, measuring a gigantic six
inches long. Hinay Lad, 22, initially
thought a piece of ceiling had fallen
into his bowl of Crunchy Nut when
he first saw the giant flake.

A group of pigeons has been
observed regularly travelling on
the London Underground

After contacting Kellogg’s to report
the freak flake, he was given £4
worth of vouchers to buy himself a
new box of cereal. Hinay, a
healthcare student at Queen Mary
University of London, had just
started eating breakfast when his
dad noticed the monster flake.
‘I thought it was a bit dangerous
because it could have been a
choking hazard. It even looks like
it could be something from outer
space, a bit of meteorite or
something.’
www.metro.co.uk, 7th June 2018

between Hammersmith and
Ladbroke Grove, and between
Baker Street and Euston Square or
Great Portland Street. ‘They take
advantage of the fast food that's left
on the trains and seem to choose
these stations as they’re quite near
the surface,’ Dr David Lawrence, an
architectural historian from Kingston
University, explained.
www.sciencedaily.com
Fascinating facts
The human brain takes in 11 million
bits of information every second, but
is only aware of 40.
100,000 mobile phones are dropped
down the loo in Britain every year,
and 50,000 get run over.
2.8 million American dogs are on
antidepressants.
Victorian guidebooks advised
women to put pins in their mouths to
avoid being kissed in the dark when
trains went through tunnels.
More wine is drunk per head in the
Vatican City than in any other
country on Earth.
The Royal Navy uses blasts of
Britney Spears’s Oops! … I Did It
Again to scare off Somali pirates.

Hin and his cornflake.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk

Codeword solution
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What’s on in July and August
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July
Film Show: Potiche (Trophy wife) – in
French with subtitles. Contact
Christianne on 07794 051355
Heritage exhibition: talk by Graeme
Renton, architect, on church repairs.
www.stpaulsheritage.org
Donington le Heath manor, Friends of
Charnwood Forest tour of house/
gardens. Email events@focf.org.uk
Heritage exhibition: WWI and WWII,
plus talk at 3pm
Ulverscroft Camera Club exhibition –
over 60 photos, plus chance to vote for
village favourite
WI annual outing: to Hambleton
Bakery and Rutland Water
Heritage exhibition: St Paul’s school,
plus talk at 11am and 3pm
Weekday holiday activities for children
7–14. Contact 0116 305 3110
Celebration and Thanksgiving service
for restoration of parish church
August
Fun, food and fellowship for senior
members. Crafts/local history/singing.
Call Anne on (01509) 890 830
Heritage exhibition: celebrating
needlework
Weekday holiday activities for children
aged 7–14. Contact 0116 305 3110
Open-air theatre – Sherlock Holmes.
www.beaumanorhall.co.uk/events/
Gates open at 6. BYO rugs/seating
‘Joy of flowers’, talk by Sandra Meakin
for the WI
Heritage exhibition: the village clock,
plus talk at 11am/3pm
Heritage exhibition: the whole story,
plus kids’ cartoons at 3pm

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Village hall, £4
on the door
St Paul’s
Church, free
£5, members
only
St Paul’s
Church, free
Village hall,
free
Village hall,
members only
St Paul’s
Church, free
Beaumanor
Hall, £35
St Paul’s
Church, free
Methodist
Church, free
St Paul’s
Church, free
Beaumanor
Hall, £35
Beaumanor
Hall, £17.60
ad., £11 child
Village hall,
visitors £4
St Paul’s
Church, free
St Paul’s
Church, free

