Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson,
Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Natalie Ward.
Editor for this issue: Natalie Ward
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
May was a busy month for the parish with various elections and a
successful May Day Challenge (p.21) and June certainly does not seem to
be quietening down any. The Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens and
preparing for Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show in September
(pp. 18) will literally put the fruits of our labours on display; hopefully we’ll
have the summer weather to do so!
Natalie Ward

Parish council news
Electoral review – your views needed
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has formally
commenced an electoral review of Leicestershire County Council (LCC). It
is hoped the review will provide greater electoral equality for voters across
the county. At present, some county councillors represent many more, or
many fewer, electors than their colleagues elsewhere in the county. The
Commission is minded to recommend that 55 councillors should be elected
to LCC in the future – the same as now in fact. The electoral review will
therefore recommend new electoral arrangements for LCC. In particular, it
will propose:
• The total number of councillors elected to the council in the future.
• The number of divisions.
• The number of councillors representing each division.
• Division boundaries.
• Names of divisions.
It is now inviting proposals to help it draw up a pattern of divisions to
accommodate 55 county councillors. Find out more about the review at:
www.lgbce.org.uk. This phase of consultation will close on 21st July 2015.
Woodhouse Parish Council election results
Details of the 'uncontested' election are below. Many parishes had
uncontested elections (all results can be found on Charnwood Borough
Council’s website, www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/nextelection).
The parish councillors are volunteers and are expected to attend monthly
meetings and any committees, while also representing the parish council
and parish on several outside bodies and other charities, for example the
Herrick Homes in Woodhouse (the alms houses) and the Rawlins Charity.
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The council as a corporate body is the sole trustee of the King George's
Field Charity, and is also the landowner.
Elected members for the next four years are; Alan Gardiner, Janie Martin DL
(Deputy Lord Lieutenant), Jim Horne, Les Pole, Rad Thomas and Stuart
Tyler. There are nine places, which leaves three vacancies. Following the
‘new’ parish council’s first meeting, they will advertise for people to stand for
co-option, and there is a form that applicants can fill in. Please contact the
Clerk if you have any questions or to express an interest.
Farewells
Mark Woodland decided not to stand again as chair, having served eight
years from May 2007. Alan Siddons and Jill Taylor also did not re-apply.
Alan has served on parish councils for almost 50 years. In 2012 the
Woodhouse Parish Council presented him with a commemorative bowl,
made by Mervyn Greenhalgh out of a fallen walnut tree from The Brand, to
commemorate his 40 years on the council. The councillors also made a
small presentation to him at his final meeting, which was the Finance
Committee on 24th April.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
For parish council information, including meeting dates and minutes, see
http://woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/
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News in brief
Providing Roundabout content
With the proposed upcoming changes to the Post Office on Maplewell Road
(see Roundabout May 2015) we felt now was a good opportunity to review
how we receive Roundabout’s content.
Currently, anyone wanting to communicate with Roundabout by letter can
post or hand their document into the Post Office where we retrieve it.
However, as the vast majority of content we receive is provided
electronically, we have come to the conclusion that we no longer need to
have this post restante facility.
As of the next issue (July/August Roundabout) this facility will no longer be
available to use. Therefore to contact the magazine please email
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or contact a member of the
committee.
Editor
The village hall extension needs a name
The parish council would welcome suggestions from the community in order
to name the new village hall extension in Woodhouse Eaves. Please send
your suggestions to the Parish Council Clerk via: email:
clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk, tel: (01509) 890 050 or post: Ann
Irving, Woodhouse PC Clerk, 272 Forest Road, Woodhouse LE12 8UA.
Ann Irving
Broadband update
The most recent news on the local broadband updates can be found at
www.ruralweb.org.uk. For those web wizards amongst you, Leicestershire
County Council are looking for people to become ‘Digital Champions’ in
order to support their local communities; helping people to take up superfast
broadband, getting started and so on. More information can be found at
www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk/home-users/digital-champions
Natalie Ward
Bee collection
Just a reminder that if you find any swarms of honey bees locally, I am
always happy to come and collect them. For more information, please visit
www.woodhouse-eaves-honey.co.uk, or contact me on 07527 172 080.
Kyle Veitch
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Neighbourhood watch update
On the 21st April, a case of criminal damage was reported on Brand Lane in
Woodhouse Eaves, where a house window was smashed. With the warmer
weather it is important to ensure windows are closed when people are out
and about, and that sheds are kept locked to deter would be thieves.
Editor
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club update
The 1st XI have had a very mixed start to the season with one win, a
winning draw and two losses. The win came against Newbold Verdon,
where an outstanding bowling performance from Nick Stovell (5/41)
restricted the opposition to 132.
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club reached the target for the loss of three
wickets mainly thanks to 64 from Andy Stovell. The following week saw the
club rattle up 231 against Hinckley Amateurs with Irfan Irshad (69), Andy
Stovell (64 again!) and Nick Collins (51) leading the way. Andy Stovell
completed a good all round performance by taking 5/17 with the ball but the
opposition held out for a draw with 154/7. Sadly the batting let the side
down in the next match against Bardon Hill when they were bowled out for

8

Roundabout June 2015

91 (an easy target which our opponents reached for the loss of five
wickets).
While the match against Leicester Ivanhoe was lost, it was notable for a
cultured debut innings of 28 from Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College
(Welbeck DSFC) student Connor Crofts. The only other innings worth noting
came from a player at the other end of the age scale; veteran Steve
Markley with 38 runs.
Suhayl Patel has had a dream start as captain of the 2nd XI. In his first
match the team rolled over Broughton Astley for 51 in 20 overs and we lost
only four wickets in reaching the target. Surprisingly there were no
outstanding performances as four bowlers were used to bowl out the
opposition. The second match against Huncote saw the club bowled out for
a modest 91. It was felt that this was not enough but Patel's clever use of
his bowlers resulted in Huncote being dismissed for 82 with the wickets
again being shared around.
An encouraging feature is that the club has recruited five youngsters from
Welbeck DSFC. Let us hope that this is the first step towards strengthening
the links between the two bodies.
Finally, a reminder that junior coaching for boys and girls takes place at the
ground from 6.00pm to 7.00pm on Fridays.
Don Bennett

Annual parish council meeting
Parish councillors and residents joined together at the Woodhouse Parish
Council’s Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday, 14th April 2015, to be
provided with updates on local issues and view an exhibition of information
on various local groups, with representatives there to answer any questions.
Chair’s introduction
Councillor Mark Woodland opened the meeting with an explanation of the
work of the parish councillors who sit on both the parish council and the
King George’s Field charity. He also described the issues they got involved
with including, but not limited to; planning applications, consultations (for
example the Mountsorrel Quarry Consultation) and bridleway issues.
He confirmed that he will not be re-standing as chair after serving for six
years, and that his final task would be to attend the parish council meeting
in May. He offered his thanks to the other members, including Rosemary
May (who retired from the council last year) and the police, borough and
county councillor David Snartt, and all volunteer wardens.
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The Chair felt that successes of the parish council this year included
upgrading the village hall’s floor and roof, and the building of the new
extension.
Traffic watch update
Malcom Whitmore described ongoing efforts to reduce the speed limits in
the parish following speed statistics recorded by the traffic watch team. The
group has noted speeds on Beacon Road including 107 miles per hour
(mph) recorded at 4.19am on March 8th and an even worse speed of 92
mph recorded at 3.36pm on March 13th. Speeding through Woodhouse
Eaves therefore continues to be an issue. There is local support, including
from county councillor (cllr) Snartt, for a 20 mph speed limit within
Woodhouse Eaves; cllr. Snartt has asked that the county council’s
environment and transport committee consider the issue. However, as
Malcom noted, one of the county council officers for highways said they do
not take action unless accidents that occur are fatal or involve serious
injuries, and therefore no action has so far been deemed necessary by the
Leicestershire County Council highways department.
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Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WHNW)
Mervyn Greenhalgh thanked Peter Crankshaw for coming forward after his
request for additional support. He also thanked Police Community Support
Officer (PCSO) Chris Kendall and the parish council for their ongoing
support.
There are 170 people on the neighbour watch’s email list, but Mervyn is
urging more residents to sign up to make sure more people in the parish are
being reached directly including younger people.’
There have been a number of recent break-ins of sheds and garages, or
cars left unlocked (which can invalidate insurance policies). He urged
residents to ensure items were not left visible in cars.
Peter acknowledged the good work already done by Mervyn and their aims
to increase the usage of their online resource.
Thanks to the chair
Rosemary May (former parish councillor) offered her thanks to Mark
Woodland for his time as chair, and she felt that he had left the village better
than he found it. Thanks were also made to Ann Irving for her ongoing work.
Police update
PCSO Chris Kendall described the recent changes to local policing
including the closure of the Syston Local Policing Unit. All officers are now
based out of Loughborough. There are fewer responding officers and
therefore non-emergency responses are now diarised to make best use of
officers’ time. The front desk at Loughborough remains open, but is now at
the Charnwood Borough Council offices.
Chris thanked Mervyn and WHNW for their ongoing support and the
positive results seen. He also thanked Ann Irving and the parish council.
Natalie Ward
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Summer gardens at Stoneywell
The gardens have really come into their own recently. As spring approached
we were greeted with a host of golden daffodils, which have since been
replaced with a blanket of bluebells. Many of the other beds are bursting
into colour, the fruit and vegetables are thriving in the walled garden and the
rhododendrons are putting on a great show. This means that many people
are returning to see the gardens change with the seasons, although we still
require everyone to book their visits in advance.
Preparation for summer
The team have been hard at work gearing up for the summer months
creating a couple of new trails for families, who can explore the four acres
of garden and discover family stories and quirky facts along the day. We
have also recently taken delivery of some handmade wooden benches for
the garden, which were funded by generous donations from local
associations. Personally I can’t think of a nicer place to eat my lunch than
sat on the bench on the fort’s rocky outcrop, looking out over Bradgate Park
and the Charnwood Forest below.
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Thanks to volunteers — and how to get involved
We continue to be ever so grateful to our team of about 140 volunteers,
without whom none of this would be possible. Our volunteers support us
with everything we do, from taking initial enquiries in the office, caring for
the garden and providing guided tours of the house, to serving homemade
cakes in the tearoom and driving our
shuttle bus. However, as we prepare
for the summer months, we still need
additional support, particularly in the
tearoom and meeting and greeting
visitors as they arrive at the stables.
If you know anybody who might be
interested, please do send them our
way – it’s a great opportunity to meet
new people and learn new skills, and
ideal for students looking to develop
their CVs during the school holidays! Bluebells at Stoneywell.
For updates and behind the scenes information on the goings on at
Stoneywell, you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter by searching
@NTStoneywell. Alternatively why not visit our website for more information
– www.nationaltrust.org.uk/stoneywell.
Caroline Taylor

Local History Group: ‘Village cinema of
Leicestershire’
April’s meeting of the local history group brought us an entertaining,
illustrated talk on ‘Village Cinema in Leicestershire’ by Brian Johnson. In an
age when the local community provided everything for its members, cinema
provided a warm, cosy environment for the entertainment and education of
the masses. It also gave them an insight on the wider world outside their
village boundaries. In the early days, before the 1900s, folk had to be
content with a mutoscope moving images; these employed flick book
principles which took the form of ‘What the Butler Saw’ machines at the
seaside. It was only after 1895 when the Lumiere brothers combined magic
lantern projection, with a series of images using a hand-cranked device,
that the people started to come in their hundreds.
Chapels to cinemas
From about that time cinema started taking over from variety theatre and in
many British towns, old theatres and factories were often converted into
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cinemas. The silent film era introduced cinema organs or pianos so
redundant chapels were also popular venues for showing movies.
The introduction of sound in 1929 put a limit on the scope of non-English
speaking films, boosting the British and American film industry at the same
time, so that, by the mid-thirties, 20 million people were visiting cinemas in
this country each week.
The creation of local cinemas
From 1910 onwards village cinemas were emerging all over the local area.
Enthusiastic businessmen and managers were eager to jump on the
bandwagon and give locals what they wanted. In this area there were
cinemas at Syston, Mountsorrel, Ratby, Sileby, Anstey and Kegworth. In
some villages where a suitable building couldn’t be found, corrugated iron
buildings in kit-form were erected on a piece of spare ground. They were
only regarded as temporary structures yet amazingly one such building,
made by Boulton and Paul, survives in South Street, Oakham. Previously a
cinema in the 1930s, it is now part of the salesroom of Tim Norton Motor
Services.
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Films and foxtrots
Some cinemas had to double as dance halls or venues for other activities.
In Earl Shilton, Cooper’s skating rink was converted into a cinema. Because
it had a tin roof, whenever it rained it was so noisy that they had to turn the
sound up.
Local businessman, Bertie Baum, was responsible for many village cinemas
in this area. One of these was The Futurist on Ratcliffe Road, Sileby. This
started life as a cycle shop and doubled as a dancehall; today a chemist
shop stands on the site. The Majestic in Ratby, managed for many years by
Len Crump, was another which was also a venue for dance until it burnt
down in the 1960s. At Measham, the Empire cinema was started by the
Hollands, an old fairground family who ran the cinema during the winter
season when the fair wasn’t operating.
Cinemas to shops
Anstey had two cinemas at one time; the one on Regent Road was started
by a Mr Grimsley before being taken over by a Mrs Rodwell, then rebuilt
and leased to Bertie Baum. The much smarter, Savoy cinema opened on
Cropston Road. It later became a garage then a series of restaurants before
being converted into Broughton’s lighting shop.
The County cinema in Castle Donington was a converted church as was the
cinema at Kegworth and the Plaza cinema in Whetstone which was run for
many years by the partnership of Fred Turner and Bert Coombs. At Cosby
they converted the hall used by the Young Men’s Christian Fellowship. Built
by Jack Fisher and again run by Bertie Baum was the Rock Cinema in
Mountsorrel. It later became Blakesley’s engineering works after being used
at various times for dances and even boxing matches. In Shepshed the
Britannia Street Theatre was converted into a cinema in 1910. It later
became a sports hall and is now a second hand shop.
End of an era
Many cinemas were run by different generations of local families. The
Newbold Verdon and Barleston cinemas were run by the Chesterton family.
They would show films in both cinemas on the same evening and then
during the interval they would swap over the films — lads would be sent off
on bikes to meet up halfway between the villages and exchange the film
reels.
Few of the village cinemas survived after the advent of television which
became popular in the 1950s with the televising of the Queen’s coronation.
Some survived in towns as bingo halls or were converted into community
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halls, such as at Kibworth (the scout hut) and Markfield. Home video
recording put a final nail in the coffin of many town cinemas. Paradoxically
village halls in many villages (like our own) are reflecting the current
resurgence in enthusiasm for films by organising monthly showings of
popular releases.
Mark Temple

June in the cottage garden
If I’m not careful June can turn into a bit of a panic in the garden Q weeds
spring up over-night and there are seedlings to plant, vegetable plants to
thin out, not to mention the seemingly never ending job of cutting the lawns.
The annual Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens event is held early in the
month, so things are always a bit manic as I prepare the garden to meet the
public! I really don’t want the garden to become a chore. So I just stand still
for a while. I ignore the weeds. It won’t matter if I haven’t got a perfectly
straight row of radish. I take a slow walk around the garden, take it all in and
enjoy it — the rose’s first bloom, the herbaceous beds beginning to flower in
their blues, pinks and purples. Ahhh that’s better!
Jobs to do
However, once I’ve taken a pause, there’s plenty to be getting on with. Cut
back early flowering herbaceous plants such as lupins and flag iris, after
flowering, to four or five centimetres (cm) from the ground. You can fill in
any gaps in the flower border with annual bedding plants. June is the
perfect time to take cuttings of some of your favourite plants. There are a
number of ways to propagate plants from cuttings and each plant responds
best to a particular way. It is worth reading up and having a go even if you
don’t have a greenhouse, a bright window sill will do. There is nothing more
rewarding than a mature plant you have grown yourself. Lastly, don’t forget
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to water pots and other containers. Stone and terracotta dry out very quickly
and even a good down-pour often won’t penetrate the surface. Also, feed
regularly. Producing an abundance of flowers is exhausting and a good
weekly feed will keep your plants healthy and flowering for longer.
In the veggie patch
In the vegetable garden I will need to tie in new shoots on the raspberry
canes and protect ripening fruit from birds by covering it with netting.
Strawberry plants will need plenty of water to help encourage the fruit to
swell. Newly forming fruit on the old apple tree will need to be thinned out to
reduce competition and encourage larger fruit. It is time to transplant young
brassica plants such as broccoli and summer cabbage to their final
positions in the vegetable garden. Tender seedlings of aubergine, courgette,
tomato, pepper and squash can also be planted outside. Successional
planting of salad crops such as lettuce and radish will ensure a constant
supply. As tomato plants grow up make sure you tie them into supports to
prevent them from flopping over. Once runner beans have reached the top
of their supports, pinch out the growing tips and then mulch around each
plant to help conserve moisture. It is also harvest time for some early
planted crops such as first early crops of potatoes, carrots and salad
leaves.
Plant of the month
A tough one this, as there are so many flowers to choose from this month.
But I’m going to go with summer flowering clematis. Most clematis are easy
to grow as long as you follow two simple rules - plant the roots deeply and
in shade and provide adequate support. There are many lovely summer
flowering clematis to choose from. Clematis ‘Fond Memories’ has large
white flowers tinged with mauve. It grows to a height of two and a half
metres (m) and flowers from July to October. Clematis ‘Fleuri’ has gorgeous
deep magenta flowers with a central stripe that is slightly redder. Only
reaching 120cm, this clematis is ideal for growing in a pot. It flowers from
May to October. Clematis ‘Princess Diana’ has an understated beauty with
its vibrant pink long slim petals which stand out among the bright green
foliage. It flowers between June and September and grows up to 3m.
Summer flowering clematis will benefit from an annual prune; the general
rule is if your clematis flowers during May and June, trim the plant at the
end of June, then cut back to strong buds in February/March. If your
clematis flowers in late summer they need to be pruned in late winter, just
as the buds are starting to emerge.
Jo Poultney
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WOODHOUSE EAVES HORTICULTURAL AND
FLOWERS
1. Six Roses in a Container
2. Container of Six Sweet Peas
3. Three Roses in Three Stages
4. Container of Mixed Garden
Flowers
5. My Best Flower
6. Three White flowers in a Vase
(Same Variety)
7. One Gladiolus Spike
8. Three Decorative Dahlias
9. Rose (Judged on Scent Alone)
10. Three Pom-pom Dahlias
11. Three Flowers of same variety
(on a 15cm x 20cm Board)
12. Three Chrysanthemum (any
variety)
13. Single Hosta Leaf
POT PLANTS
14. Cactus / Cacti
15. Orchid
16. Foliage Plant
17. Three Types of Plant in a Bowl
or Pot
18. Flowering Pot Plant
FRUIT
19. Plate of Five Dessert Apples
20. My Best Fruit
21. Plate of Five Plums
22. Plate of Ten Raspberries
23. Plate of Five Cooking Apples
24. Basket of mixed fruit (Max of 5)
25. Three Sticks of Rhubarb
26. Six Tomatoes
27. Six Miniature Tomatoes
28. Largest Apple
VEGETABLES
29. Three Onions (each 250g or
under)
30. Four White Potatoes
31. Six Shallots
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32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Four Coloured Potatoes
Cauliflower
Three Carrots
Novelty or Unusual Vegetable
Pair of Vegetables (Not in
Schedule)
Four Pods of Runner Beans
A Container of Fresh Herbs
Three Chilli Peppers
Four pods Dwarf French Beans
Two Cucumbers (House or
Frame)
Two Sweetcorn Cobs
One Head of Cabbage (Eightcentimetre stalk)
Five Different Vegetables in a
Seed Tray (One of Each)
Two Marrows (Maximum length
40 cm)
Three Leeks
Three Courgettes (Maximum
length 15 cm)
Three Round Beet
Heaviest Onion
Heaviest Marrow
Longest Runner Bean
Heaviest Pumpkin
Heaviest Tomato

CULINARY
54. Three Muffins on a Plate (Own
Recipe)
55. Plate of Six Cheese Straws
(Own Recipe)
56. Loaf of Home-Made Bread
(Made by Hand)
57. Four Bread Rolls (Made by
Hand)
58. Five Plain White Scones (Own
Recipe)
59. Fruit Cake Loaf (Own Recipe)
60. Victoria Sponge, round tins, any
size (Own Recipe)
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CRAFT SHOW Saturday, 6 th September 2015
61. Four Decorated Cup Cakes
(Judged on Appearance Only)
62. Treacle Tart (Own Recipe)
63. Parkin (Own Recipe)
64. Quiche (Own Recipe)
65. Apple Pie
66. Sponge Cake “Most Attractive”
(Judged on Appearance Only)
67. Shortbread (Own Recipe)
68. Four Home-Made Biscuits or
Cookies
69. Jar of Chutney
70. Lemon Curd
71. Jar of Jam
72. Jar of Marmalade
73. Jar of Honey
74. Three Eggs
BOTTLE CLASSES
75. Alcoholic Beverage - Spirits e.g.
Sloe Gin/Cassis
76. Alcoholic Beverage - Other e.g.
Cider/Beer
77. Bottle of Home-Made Red /
White / Rosé
78. Bottle of Home-Made NonAlcoholic Cordial (any recipe)
CRAFT
79. I Made This Myself (not in
schedule) - WOMEN ONLY
80. Flower Arrangement - in recycled
container
81. I Made This Myself (not in
schedule) - MEN ONLY
82. Hand-knitted Baby Garment
83. Bobbin Lace
84. Wildlife house
85. A Piece of Embroidery
86. Soft Toy (knitted or material)
87. Container of Floating Flower
Heads

88. Painting, (Any Size, Any
Medium)
89. An Item in Cross Stitch (Any
Size)
90. Handmade Rug (Any Medium,
Any Size)
91. Quilting
92. An Article of Interest Associated
with the Village
93. Coloured Photograph – SPOTS
(Maximum size 18cm x 18cm)
94. Coloured Photograph – STRIPES
(Maximum size 18cm x 18cm)
95. Length of Bunting
CHILDREN 13 AND UNDER
96. Photograph – Motion (Maximum
size 18cm x 18cm)
97. Something I Created
98. Something I Baked
99. Garden on a Plate
100. Eco-collage (Maximum size A5)
101. Bug Hotel
102. Posy in a Jam Jar
103. Potato Bag (Heaviest)
104. Sunflower – Most Perfect
10 AND UNDER
105. A Decorated Biscuit (Judged on
Decoration Only)
106. Four Crispy Cakes
107. Decorated or Dressed Clothes
Peg
108. In the Garden (painting)
109. Painting (Sunrise / Sunset)
110. Something I Made from
Recycled Materials
111. I Made it Myself
112. I Grew this Myself
113. Vegetable Animal
4 AND UNDER
114. Flower Collage
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Woodhouse May Day Challenge Seven
Monday, 4th May saw the seventh Woodhouse May Day
Challenge – a 13.5 mile event for walkers and runners,
and a five mile family walk. The organising team provides
some highlights from the day. Ed.

Established in 2009, the Woodhouse May Day
Challenge has quickly claimed its place as one of
the best, local events on the running and walking
circuit. We put this down to the route's fantastic
backdrop of the glorious Charnwood countryside,
our generous support of volunteers and marshals,
and finally, our delicious homemade cakes and
locally sourced food. This year’s event was
another great success – one of the key influencers
for a successful day is of course the weather – and
somewhere or other, the god of sunshine was
looking kindly on Woodhouse Eaves this May Day
Bank holiday.
Alex Loach sporting this
Fundraising for a good cause

year’s T-Shirt with Joe David.

For the second year running, Checkland Kindleyside (a Leicester-based
design consultancy) were our lead sponsor and this year’s chosen charity
was Wishes 4 Kids, a charity created to grant wishes for children and
youngsters (aged eighteen or below) in Leicestershire who are life-limited,
terminally ill, have experienced life-changing physical or emotional traumas,
have suffered major abuse or are diagnosed as HIV Positive. We felt this
charity was the perfect choice for the May Day Challenge to support.
Numbers on the day
With close to 550 runners and
walkers setting off on the course, it
was the largest starting field we’ve
ever had. The walkers departed at
8.30am and the runners at
9.30am; both under the starter’s
orders of Joe David, the town
crier. A couple of minor incidents
on the course required the
Under starter's orders; Joe David about to dispatch
services of the event paramedic,
the runners for the 7th May Day Challenge.
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provided by First Aid Services, but thankfully nothing too serious. Event
safety is paramount and our thanks goes to all the marshals who gave up
their time to ensure all competitors got across road crossings safely and
were directed effectively to the next stage of the route. Many of our
marshals and helpers have covered every single event since it was
established by Andy Selby back in 2009.
And the results are in
No course records were broken this year, but nevertheless, local gent Josh
Hubbard led the field with a very respectable time of one hour, 22 minutes
and 56 seconds, while wearing in his Ambleside Athletics Club running top.
Katie Lomas was our first lady in with an equally respectable time of one
hour, 35 minutes and 36 seconds, while running for her club of Charnwood
Athletics Club. Although Josh was actually our ‘first local’ he very graciously
asked that the cup to be passed to the next local chap to cross the line –
Conal Regan who came in at one hour, 41 minutes and 35 seconds. Our
first local lady was Anne Brindley with a time of one hour, 57 minutes and
58 seconds. Our thanks go to The Curzon Arms for sponsoring the trophies
and of course Mervyn Greenhalgh for making and engraving them – one of
the truly unique aspects of the May Day Challenge.
Special thanks
Our sincere thanks go to all of our helpers and supporters, many of which
spend their time in the village hall providing food and refreshments to the
participants. The Women’s Institute are stalwart providers of cake, tea,
coffee and our cold buffet. This year our thanks go also to Johnsons
Butchers for providing our hot meal of chilli – made to their very own recipe
and served with a jacket potato provided by The Griffin Inn, Swithland.
Capturing memories
Another first for this year’s event is that we’ve captured the day in a short
video diary – view our permanent record of May Day Challenge Seven at:
https://youtu.be/Jc0OdvZYzWg (or go to YouTube and search for
‘Woodhouse May Day Challenge 7’).
The May Day Challenge will return for its eighth outing on Monday, 2nd May
2016.
May Day Challenge Team
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Seasonal gardening by Jeff Bates
In April the Woodhouses Garden Club was joined by Jeff Bates, a gardener
based near Derby, who for past twenty years has been a judge for East
Midlands in Bloom, to talk to us about what we needed to be doing in our
gardens. It was a pretty interactive session since a lot of what he said
prompted questions from the audience about what they should be doing
with something similar that they had in their own garden.
Top tips
As always, Jeff’s advice was practical and to the point; if a bush has
flowered, now is the time to prune and feed it. If your daffodils have
finished, do not under any circumstances plait the leaves (he was adamant
on this point) but do take the heads off and six weeks or so later, you can
get rid of the leaves too (do remember to feed the bulbs). Make sure you
feed the herbaceous borders too – two good handfuls of something like
‘Growmore’ to a square yard (or per metre depending on your preferred
measuring system!). Jeff generally advised us all to get going on feeding
the garden.
Example plants (and again remember to feed…)
Jeff brought in many examples of plants to show us. Some were examples
of plants we might like to have in our own gardens but some were also to
show us what to do with them. As I say, it was an interactive session so that
we could see the plants and ask questions as we went along.
Along with the frequent pleas to feed the plants in our gardens, he asked
that we pay attention to watering them too. The spring we have had has
been relatively dry so we need to water now and keep watering right
through the summer too. If there is any chance that we could add mulch
that would be even better.
In the veggie patch
He also talked about planting in the vegetable garden. Potatoes needed to
go in if they haven’t already and sequential planting of lettuce, broad and
French beans needed to get underway. He also suggested watering seed
drills before sowing seeds. Jeff could have answered questions for many
hours more – due to his vast knowledge but also because once the
audience got started with questions they just kept flowing. The lure of a cup
of tea and a biscuit eventually tore everyone away but I am sure we will be
asking him back yet again in the future to pick his brains.
Amanda Garland
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King Richard III’s re-interment
Following Keith Randon’s account of his experience of Richard III’s re-interment (see
Roundabout May 2015), here Robert Martin shares his experiences of the events. Ed.

Following a year of detailed preparations, fundraising and planning by,
among others, the city authorities, Leicester University and Leicester
Cathedral, the remains of King Richard III were received into the Cathedral
on Sunday, 22nd March. After 530 years ‘The King in the Car Park’ was
finally to be treated with the dignity and honour normally afforded an
anointed King of England. A unique event was held where the last King of
England to lose his life on an English battlefield was finally laid to rest.
Background
Much has been written about the research, discovery and identification of
these remains, and will not be detailed here. Suffice to say that the new
visitors’ centre located in the old Grammar School opposite the cathedral,
tells the story in a wonderful and easy-to-understand way, and is highly
recommended.
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Events of the day
At 6.00pm the procession followed the coffin into the cathedral and
included; His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, accompanied by The
Duke of Rutland and The Honourable Thomas Orde-Powlett, the Earl of
Derby and the Earl De La Warr (representing respectively the houses of
York and Lancaster, whose ancestors had fought each other at the Battle of
Bosworth). There then followed a service of Compline, during which a pall
and crown were placed on the coffin as it lay on trestles near the West door.
Details witnessed by those present
I was privileged to attend the events of the day, much of which was missed
by those only able to watch short extracts on television. Richard III himself
would have been familiar with much of the service during which, unusually,
the congregation was addressed by His Eminence Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, despite the
presence also of Tim Stevens, Bishop of Leicester. Prior to the Reformation,
Catholicism was the accepted form of Christianity in England, and King
Richard would have been a Catholic.
Visitors pay their respects
Following the service King Richard’s body lay in repose in the coffin while
over the next three days more than 20,000 people queued to file past and
pay their respects.
On Thursday 26th March the coffin was taken to Bosworth Field following
the same route thought to have been taken by King Richard on his way to
the battle. It was then returned on a gun carriage to Leicester accompanied
by two knights in armour, and taken along a route lined by tens of
thousands of spectators. In the presence of Her Royal Highness the
Countess of Wessex, His Royal Highness Prince Richard, Duke of
Gloucester, and many other national and local dignitaries, King Richard’s
remains were re-buried in a new tomb inside Leicester Cathedral. Sadly I
was unable to attend this service, but like so many others did watch it on
television. I was however, lucky enough to be at the Service of Reveal next
day when the newly laid tombstone was revealed for the first time.
The world’s eyes on Leicester
Recognising the huge diversity of people that now make Leicester such a
vibrant city, the service incorporated old with new; traditional with
innovation; solemnity with dance; history with science; locals with people
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from around the world; sadness with joy and celebration. It was indeed an
extraordinary experience, and one that all those who were lucky enough to
attend felt privileged to do so.
Looking back at what was a most remarkable series of events, which drew
the attention of the world to Leicester, I think it is fair to say that no other
country would have, or could have, combined so many disparate elements
in such a successful way. We all owe a huge debt to those who has such an
exciting vision, one which attracted 112 television companies from around
the world, and gave our city and county such positive exposure.
Most importantly, however, the week of events gave closure with ‘dignity
and honour’ to a King of England who gave his life leading his army, and
whom history subsequently chose to discredit. Some balance has now been
restored, and his remains now lie only yards from where they lay for more
than 500 years, but are now recognized and at peace.
Robert Martin
Maplewell Hall School Summer Festival
Although British Summer Time has officially begun, we say it actually starts on Saturday 27 th June 2015
when the 3rd Annual Maplewell Hall School Summer festival is held in the beautiful surroundings of the
school grounds. This year it is being organised by the Friends of Maplewell School ably assisted by the
amazing staff at the school.
The previous festivals have been a resounding success, with visitors by the carload enjoying all we have to
offer. The Festival raises money to enhance the experience and progress of the students at the school with
the added bonus of an entertaining day out. The Festival sees members of the school and local community
coming together to enjoy a fun packed day. To take the stress out of your visit from the village we have
arranged a designated shuttle service from the Village Hall carpark so you don’t even have to drive!
In addition to the stalls run by students, teachers and volunteers, there are a host of craft stalls brought to
you by professional producers. Previously, these have included Pampered Chef, Bags of Colour and
Crackpots to name but a few. This year we plan to offer over 20 craft stalls at which you can purchase some
fabulous wares. Once you have perused the stalls why not settle down with a cup of tea and a delicious
homemade cake, baked fresh on the premises. Or, if you fancy something stronger, grab a pint or a Pimms
from our outdoor bar area kindly supplied by the village pub ‘The Curzon Arms’. Take time to explore the
grounds or take part in various activities including bouncy castles, face painting and tombola. Games like
hook-a-duck, coconut shy and the lucky dip prove very popular and the live music and dance acts
performed on the staged area keep the party atmosphere alive. Just when you thought it couldn’t get any
finer, what better way to round up the day than with the raffle draw – some fabulous prizes await the lucky
winners. This year we will also have a number of alpacas penned and on show. You can feed them by
hand, take a classic selfie with an alpaca smile and feel the wonderful calming aura that typifies these
beautiful animals.
So if you are looking for fun, entertainment and laughs all in a fantastic setting, then look no further than
the Maplewell Hall School Summer Festival on Saturday 27 th June 2015.
For tickets, to book a stall or to donate a raffle prize please contact the school:
Telephone - 01509 890237 email us at admin@maplewell.leics.sch.uk or the Chairman of Friends of
Maplewell School at Chris@pukkapacas.com
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Six Woodhouse Eaves residents attempt to take
on “The Wall”

Paul Rowley, Richard Thompson, Terry Simpson, Ian Waterland, Iggy Rassool and Dan Goddard.

On 20th June 2015 Dan Goddard, Iqbal (Iggy) Rassool, Terry Simpson,
Richard Thompson and our local baker, Ian Waterland are attempting to
complete ‘The Wall’; a 69 mile race, so named as it follows the route of
Hadrian’s Wall. This is the UKs longest non-stop ultra-marathon and they
are hoping to complete it within a 16 hour period. The race commences at
Carlisle Castle and goes through part of the Wall’s United Nations
Organization for Education, Science and Culture (UNESCO) world heritage
site, all the way to Gateshead Millennium Bridge. Entrants are limited to
1000, the race starts at 7.00am and the course remains open only for 24
hours.
Support team
The team will be supported by another Woodhouse Eaves representative,
Paul Rowley. Paul will be responsible for getting the runners safely to the
far North of the country and back (being from that area originally was a big
part of the selection process), and he also intends to join them for a section
of the course to offer moral support.
From Sunday morning runs to the Sahara
This group of runners would normally be found running around the local
countryside near Woodhouse Eaves on a Sunday morning as an informal
dads’ running club (all have children at the local primary school, St Pauls).
However, there is nothing like a challenge to focus the mind, so one night in
The Curzon Arms, clearly in a fit of beer-assisted bravery, they decided that
if they were going to attempt a challenge it needed to be something that
they would never normally consider – and the bigger, the better. Having
signed up for The Wall, and with the training all progressing well, the
realisation that the challenge is a matter of weeks away is sinking in!
Maybe the next mid-life crisis will be something a little less extreme for most
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of them, although Richard Thompson is registered to compete in the 156
mile Marathon des Sables through the Sahara desert next year!
May Day Challenge – twice
As part of the training so far they all completed the May Day challenge twice
on the 4th May 2015. Starting at 6.30am, they ran their first circuit of the
course, and were ready to go all over again with all the other runners for a
9.30am start. They have also taken part in the Beacon Hill and
Loughborough half marathons, the Belvoir challenge and a Wolf run (a ten
kilometer run across raw natural terrain, including open ground, woodland,
lakes & thick mud!). At the end of May they did their longest training run to
date of 40 miles with full backpacks.
Fundraising and encouragement
If you see any of these likely lads out and about over the next few weeks,
please offer your encouragement as these last few weeks will be the
hardest, both mentally and physically! The team are raising money for
Children with Cancer UK, please contact Sharon Rassool
(sharonrassool@hotmail.co.uk) for more details.
Sharon Rassool

Part of Hadrian’s Wall along which the team will be running.
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June codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by numbers. Each
number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are present. As in any crossword, the words
used can include proper nouns and even common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you
some letters to help you get started. The solution can be found on the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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Roundabout — Help!
Roundabout depends on
volunteers, both to produce it
and to distribute it.
The more people willing to
help with the distribution, the
less work for each one.
The more people willing to
write articles, the more varied
our content can be.
Could YOU help?
roundabout@
woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
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The last word
Enough to drive you to drink
The picture below shows a prohibition
and anti-saloon league sign from 1920s
America. (Looking at these lovely ladies, I
can't think of a better reason to take to
drink!).

The other holds a partially legible
sign, which when river sediment is
wiped away seems to include the
word ‘Bernie’ and the phrase
‘Dream in the River’.
The sign also includes a possible
clue about the prankster — the
date, 16th August, 2014. — Sky
News, 5th May 2015.
Meet the parent
An armed robber who held up a
shop with a knife was caught
because Karen Brown, his former
mother-in-law, was behind the till.
He attempted to disguise his identity
by lowering his voice but she
reported him to the police straight
away.

Skeletons’ tea party
A snorkeler raised the alarm after
finding what he thought were
human remains - only for authorities
to discover fake skeletons posed in
an underwater tea party scene.

Speaking after Kyle Iveson was
jailed for three years, Brown said:
“He is one of those people who has
a certain type of walk and although
he had a scarf around his face and
his hood up, I recognised him a mile
off.” — www.dailymail.co.uk, 13th
April 2015.

Police sent a diver with a video
camera to the bottom of the
Colorado River near La Paz,
Arizona, after the alarm was raised.
The footage soon revealed it was
not a crime scene. Instead, the
video shows two fake skeletons
sitting in lawn chairs. One of them
was apparently wearing aviator
shades and a bib.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
methods listed at the bottom of the page.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.
Send any material for Roundabout, via email: roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk, or via a committee member.
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What’s on in June
June

Sat

6th

TBC

Charnwood Drawing and Painting
Club’s annual exhibition.

Village Hall

Sat- 6th –
Sun 7th

2.00 –
6.00

Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens.

Passports
£4.50 PO, VH
or gardens

Mon 8th

7.30

Local History Group – ‘Earl of
Leicester and the third Crusade’,
David Nicolle.

Methodist
Church, £3
non-m’s

Tue

9th

10.00 – Sight loss charity Vista Mobile.
12.30
Contact 0116 249 8858 or
kirsty.wilby@vistablind.org.uk.

Village Hall
car park

7.15

Guides’ S.O.S. fashion show and
sale. Please see advert p.33.

Village Hall
£7.00

10.30 4.30

Charnwood Group of the Leics &
Rutland Wildlife Trust Summer
Open Day — Long Close Gardens.

Woodhouse
Eaves, Adults
£4.00 Child
50p

Wed 17th

7.30

WI, ‘This Is My Life’, June Davies.
Comp: An item representing myself
–and why.

Village Hall

27th

TBC

Maplewell Hall Summer Festival.
Maplewell Hall
(ad p.28) For tickets (01509) 890 237 School
/ admin@maplewell.leics.sch.uk.

Wed 10th
Sat

Sat

13th

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/diary/
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

Solution to codeword

