Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Chris Brown, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Caroline Pook, Neil
Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Cover: Neil Robinson / Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
Spring has certainly been a busy time in the parish. Consequently, this
issue is brimming with reports from the numerous and varied activities that
we are fortunate to have in our villages. Looking at the ‘What’s on’ table of
events for June, we have another month full of diverse events in which to
participate.
So, without further ado, please read on and enjoy!
Janine Ainscow

Parish Council news
Annual electors meeting
On a warm sunny evening 27 people made time to attend the annual
electors meeting. In addition to the annual report published in last month’s
issue of Roundabout, the Woodhouse Parish Council Chair, Janie Martin,
welcomed reports from the Woodhouses’ Garden Club, Roundabout,
Woodhouses’ Neighbourhood Watch, the Good Neighbours Scheme, and
our Charnwood Borough and Leicestershire County councillors. Mrs Martin
offered thanks to the presenters and to her fellow councillors for giving their
voluntary time and effort. Minutes are published on the council website.
Neighbourhood planning (NP)
The meeting also welcomed a presentation from Sam Howlett, one of the
Rural Community Council directors, to explain the NP process. It is led by
the council, supported by a senior planning officer and the Rural Community
Council, but must be developed by the community. When completed,
planners have to follow its policies. The NP could include the type, location
and design for new developments, and designate the green spaces to be
protected. Look out for posters advertising a special meeting to take things
forward. The presentation is on the council website
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/woodhouse-parish-neighbourhoodp1.html
Leaving
Stuart Tyler retired after 13 years as a parish councillor, but accepted the
role of parish council nominee on the Rawlins and Herrick Homes charities’
trustee boards. Stuart has been of enormous help on council matters, using
his engineering expertise to help with the many council property
maintenance tasks. The Chair presented Stuart with a card signed by fellow
councillors and a bouquet of flowers for his wife Sue, who will now see
much more of him at home. Best wishes to both.
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Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall caretaker Jean Mawby also announced her
retirement. Jean has been the face of the hall for 37 years and is deeply
appreciated by people using the hall. More on Jean in the next issue.
Joining
The council welcomed Tim Sault as the new parish councillor. Tim has
extensive project management experience, which will be valuable to the
council plans to improve playing field facilities. All of the current councillors
remain in office until the elections next May.
Jobs
Parish councillors share a range of tasks from inspecting play equipment
regularly, to assessing risks for the large portfolio of assets that they
manage. The council also benefits from over 30 other volunteers who help
to maintain and enhance the parish on its behalf. We are extremely
fortunate to have so many volunteers, and a host of others who run the
community groups that meet in the three parish-owned halls and sports
pavilion. For a parish with a mere 1,500 adults living here the number of
people who give their time to community activities is impressive. Lists of
councillors and volunteers are on the council website:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/the-council.html.
For details of the halls and how to book them see:
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/village-halls.html
Deadline extended
There is still time to send your response about the Maplewell Road housing
development to Development Control at Charnwood Borough Council. The
planning number is P/18/0715/2 and the plans are for outline permission for
access to the site to construct up to 50 dwellings. Every comment helps.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the parish council
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News in brief
Your input is needed for a new Charnwood Local Plan
Charnwood Borough Council is preparing a new local plan that will include
planning policies on where and how new development should take place in
the borough. Public opinion is being sought on the different options that will
shape housing developments until 2036.
The council has published a discussion paper, titled ‘Towards a Local Plan
for Charnwood’ that explores the scale of development needed in the
borough, and the key issues and opportunities that need to be taken into
account, and considers the options for an overall strategy for delivering the
growth needed.
Charnwood Borough Council is also inviting opinions on the key evidence
that has helped to shape the discussion paper, including the:
•
•
•
•

interim sustainability appraisal
settlement hierarchy assessment
settlement limits to development assessment
green wedge and areas of local separation review.

To view the consultation document and key evidence, and to make
comments, please visit: www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/local_plan_review
The council is inviting comments on the development strategy options and
supporting documents until 5pm on Thursday, 7th June 2018.
If you are unable to make your comments online please email
localplans@charnwood.gov.uk or write to: Plans, Policies and Place-Making
Team, Charnwood Borough Council, Southfields Road, Loughborough,
LE11 2TN.
For more information on the local plan please visit the website (above) or
contact the local plan group by email (address above) or by telephone
(01509) 634 929. The discussion paper and interim sustainability appraisal
are also available to view at the Council Offices and libraries in the borough.
Richard Bennett, Head of Planning and Regeneration, Charnwood Borough
Council
Superfast Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves
Leicestershire and Leicester businesses and homes can now apply for the
Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme as part of the government's £67million investment commitment to make a ‘full fibre Britain’.
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The scheme is primarily aimed at small- and medium-sized businesses,
which can claim up to £3,000 against the cost of the connection to a gigabit
(1Gbps) broadband network, either individually or as part of a group project.
Residents can also apply for vouchers worth £500, individually or as a
group, as long as a local business is also included.
Full fibre connections are faster, more reliable and cheaper to operate than
traditional copper lines. They are capable of supporting not only gigabit, but
terabit and even petabit speeds, which will serve the UK far into the future.
Currently only around three per cent of UK premises have access to a full
fibre connection.
The scheme is supplier-led and therefore only accessible through
broadband service providers; the vouches are issued directly to the
suppliers by the government to offset the cost of the infrastructure
installation.
It does not matter if applicants can already access superfast broadband
speeds of 30Mbps or more. The initiative is focused on gigabit speeds,
equivalent to 1,000Mbps.
To apply, residents or businesses will have to do two things:
a) Check which approved suppliers are active in the area by using the
postcode search:
Business: https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/for-businesses/suppliers/
Resident: https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/for-residents/suppliers/
b) Choose a supplier and contact them to ask for a quote. They will take
care of the voucher application. It may be worth speaking to more than one
supplier and to neighbouring businesses or residents who may also be
interested.
The Superfast Leicestershire Team
Stop fly-tipping from ruining our lovely area
Charnwood Borough Council, along with the other Leicestershire district
councils and Leicester City Council, is running a campaign aimed at
combatting fly-tipping. This is ‘the illegal deposit of any waste on to land that
does not have a licence to accept it’, according to Keep Britain Tidy, and is
a major problem in Charnwood Forest.
Members of the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Litter Picking Team are
frequently reporting instances of fly-tipping. Much of it will be unseen to
passing motorists as it is often thrown into ditches, but may be spotted by
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walkers. If you come across fly-tipping, it can be reported to the borough
council either by email: cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk or telephone
(01509) 634 563. To provide information anonymously about fly-tippers you
can contact CrimeStoppers on (0800) 555 1111.
Pam Crankshaw
Plans for installation of new heating
One of the oldest buildings in the village is undergoing a scheme to improve
the experience for community users. It is over 20 years since the existing
heating system was installed in the Methodist Church, both upstairs and in
the church space. The heaters are now inefficient and noisy, making it
difficult to maintain a comfortable environment for everyone in the village
and community who uses the building. The upstairs room is effectively a
loft, which makes it hot in the summer months and cold in winter. The
existing hot water radiators are unable to heat the room to a comfortable
temperature when it is cold outside, and the lack of ventilation makes it
overheat in the summer, which is a challenge for everyone using the room.
Both spaces are used extensively by community groups; some weekly and
others occasionally, including the choir, the Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves Local History Group, the National Trust, Woodhouse May Day
Challenge, Play and Praise, Beacon Players and Messy Church. There are
also weekly church services and we are aware that the facilities need to be
upgraded in order to continue to offer a comfortable venue.
The Methodist Church has a £33,000 scheme planned to provide effective
heating in all areas and ventilation in the upstairs space. Plans are also in
place to make the church more comfortable with new seating. Grants have
been applied for and fundraising has already started, with a view to starting
the work during the summer months.
None of the grants will cover the cost of chairs so, with that in mind, a ‘buy a
chair’ scheme has been launched. Each chair will cost approximately £60
and it is hoped that 50 chairs can be bought. Hopefully, with everyone’s
fundraising help, the building can be made into a more up-to-date,
comfortable and welcoming place for the coming years.
Gill Thompson
Good Neighbour Scheme giving lifts locally
Over the next few months, there will be articles in Roundabout on the Good
Neighbour Scheme in Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves. These will
include how it works, who it is for and feedback from the people who have
had help from the scheme.
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One of our most popular requests is about lifts locally from or within the two
villages. If you would like a lift, for example, to the hospital, doctor’s,
hairdresser’s, railway or bus station then please do ring us. We can take
you from door to door. By asking the Good Neighbour Scheme, you have
someone local giving you a lift. All of our drivers are DBS (Disclosure and
Barring Service) checked and insured.
You may like a friend or relative to come with you, and that is fine, so do
mention it when you phone. If you have a Blue Badge, then please bring it
with you as this can make parking easier. If you would like to get a Blue
Badge, then we can help you to apply for one.
We usually have access to a wheelchair, if you need it. This can be
especially useful for a hospital visit when the distance between the car park
and the appointment can be significant.
Lifts are free within Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves. After that there is a
charge of 50 pence per mile for any trips outside the villages, which you pay
to the driver at the end of the journey. This fee is used to maintain the Good
Neighbour Scheme phone line and to reimburse the volunteer driver for
petrol. We will give you an estimated cost when you phone. You will also
need to pay for any car parking charges.
If you are going to an appointment that you know may take a while and
would like a lift home afterwards please mention this when you phone. We
may then arrange for two drivers – one to take you and another to bring you
home.
So, if you would like a lift, please do contact the Good Neighbour Scheme
on 07561 890100 and we will do the rest.
Miranda Brookes
Thirty days of wildness with trees
Don’t you just love trees, especially at this time of year when there seem to
be hundreds of shades of green all around us?
Why not join in with The Wildlife Trusts’ ‘30 Days Wild’ in June (see
www.wildlifetrusts.org for information). You don’t have to spend lots of time,
get wet or muddy (unless you enjoy doing that) or go anywhere exotic – just
look around you. We are lucky to have so many wonderful trees and woods
in our parish and yet we probably take them for granted most of the time.
Spending time with and among trees is good for your wellbeing and health,
so what is stopping you? This June, spend a few minutes each day, on your
own or with your family, appreciating and getting to know our local trees.
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Here are 20 simple ideas to get you going:
• Watch the trees outside your window – stand and stare for a few
moments.
• Notice the trees along your road.
• Look for birds moving among the branches.
• Can you spot any nests?
• Feel the new leaves as you walk past a tree.
• Listen to the trees in the breeze.
• Watch the sunlight through the leaves (don’t look directly at the sun).
• Sit under a tree with your back against it and close your eyes.
• Feel the bark.
• Smell the tree.
• Stand with your back against a tree, close your eyes and feel it moving
in the wind.
• Lie down under a tree with your head against the trunk, then watch
and listen.
• Follow the line of a branch from the trunk right to the smallest twig.
• Measure the girth of a tree with your hands (or arms, if it is a big old
one).
• Walk silently through a wood, looking at everything around you.
• Make a pattern from fallen twigs, blossom, seeds or cones.
• Identify your local trees, (there is a lot of information online).
• Visit the native tree collection at Beacon Hill Country Park.
• Stand under a large tree, facing the trunk, and look up through the
branches.
• Join the BioBlitz2 on 9th June at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall
and bring a leaf to be identified.
• Go on – hug a tree. You may want to do this when no one is looking!
Share your ideas with #30DaysWild on Instagram and Twitter. You can get
your daily dose of nature straight to your phone. Simply download this app
www.wildlifetrusts.org/30DaysWild/app and be inspired. Have fun!
Maggie Morland, Woodhouse Parish Tree Warden
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Junior gardeners
The junior section of the Woodhouses Garden Club is already in full swing.
We have met three times already this year and the young gardeners have
been transforming their plots. They immediately got to work in our first
session, clearing all the weeds, adding compost, and we also took home
sweetcorn seeds to take care of and potatoes to be chitted.
The second session saw members digging a trench for the potatoes and
planting them, alongside their choice of seeds, in their own plots. Our last
session saw us focus on alpines, where we added lots of grit to the soil to
improve drainage and we brought along stones and rocks to add to the
display. The sweetcorn seedlings were growing nicely by this stage so they
were planted in the communal area. If you are ever passing the plot, you
will see how much care the children are taking in ensuring their plot is at its
best.
Amanda Garland
Cleaner signs
One sunny evening in May you might have noticed groups of industrious
young helpers caring for our village. Members of The Woodhouse Eaves
Scout Group Beaver section were busy cleaning street signs – an area that
has suffered from council budget cuts in recent years. This valuable work
goes towards the Beavers’ Our World Challenge badge. Thank you,
Beavers, for making ‘our world’ a nicer place to live.
Editor
Left - Junior
garden club in
action.
Right - Beavers
from
Woodhouse
Eaves Scout
Group cleaning
street signs.
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You are not alone
I love it when the sun comes out: it is like waking up in a whole new world.
Everyone seems different, as if there is a spring in their step. The colours
seem much more vivid, everything seems brighter. However, at times life
can be messy: it isn't always shiny and perfect. In fact, life can be
complicated, difficult, uncertain and at times downright unbearable.
Sometimes it can feel as if we are at our wits’ end and have nowhere to turn
– but we do – there are people available to help and we need never feel
alone or on our own.
Help can be found by talking to your parish priest who will listen in a nonjudgemental, confidential and safe space – telephone (01509) 890 972.
There are also the following helplines available: Leicester Samaritan (0116)
270 0007, Harmless (01158) 800 280, Papyrus (0800) 068 414 and
SANEline (0300) 304 7000.
Reverend Lisa Temperley-Barnes
Desktop publishing volunteer wanted
What is desktop publishing (abbreviated to DTP)? It is creating the
Roundabout magazine using page layout skills on a personal computer
before printing. The Roundabout team would be strengthened by having a
third person who is interested in helping to produce the magazine. Support
would be given by the two current DTP volunteers. Please get in touch by
emailing roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk if you can help.
Editor

Woodhouse May Day Challenge
‘It's hotter than Seville,’ they gasped, as the 10th anniversary Woodhouse
May Day Challenge broke new records, on the hottest early May bank
holiday since records began. Seeing the forecast, the organisers had raced
around the day before buying up all the sponges they could find. The
enthusiastic helpers at the four drinks stations were mobbed by hot, thirsty
people and hot, thirsty dogs, and drinks could not be poured fast enough,
but with lots of Swithland Spring water and 4,000 cups on hand, they
avoided any serious dehydration.
The route for the main running and walking race was unchanged from
previous years, with both Beacon Hill and Bradgate Park in the first five
miles followed by a hot section along the bottom of Bradgate Park. Then
some fairly flat tracks past Swithland and Rushey Fields, and a final climb
back up to Woodhouse, finishing with a lap of the cricket pitch, to cheering
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crowds, commentators and well-chosen music. Some new hazards were
the deep gravel on Dean's Lane, which had just been resurfaced, and the
mud in Bradgate Park and some of the fields, testament to how quickly the
weather had changed. Not all of the runners got through without losing
shoes, and by the look of them, one or two had clearly slipped over in the
mud.
Awards presentation
Once they had had a chance to rehydrate a little and recover from the final
sprints, participants were treated to sports massages, baked potatoes with
chilli from Johnson's Butchers, then sandwiches, cakes and tea from the
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute in the village hall. It was here that the
presentations were made, and as always, winners were presented with
beautiful turned and engraved wooden goblets made by Mervyn
Greenhalgh from local yew.
With the heat, it was not too surprising that times were generally slower
than last year. The male winner was Peter Swaine with a time of one hour,
28 minutes and one second, followed by Kenny Malton and John Orgill. The
female winner was Alice Thackray in one hour, 45 minutes and 30 seconds,
followed by reigning champion Katie Lomas and Laura Davison. Both
winners are members of Charnwood Athletic Club.
In the coveted fastest local category, the male winner was our village’s ultra
runner Richard Thompson, who finished with a time of one hour, 42 minutes
and ten seconds, making good use of his desert marathon experience, with
Chris Brown pipped to the post once again, despite leading in the first half.
Chris clearly needs more hills in the course! After some debate, the fastest
local female was shared between Mary Cheyney and Corrinne Berkeley,
finishing in two hours, 57 minutes and 53 seconds. They train together, ran
together and could not be separated at the end. How they plan to share the
trophy is not yet known. Mary and Corrinne were also part of a select group
who were awarded special certificates for having completed all ten
Woodhouse May Day Challenges.
In the walkers’ race, Andrew Price won for the third year in a row, in two
hours, 41 minutes and 44 seconds, and joint second overall and sharing the
ladies' prize were Lucie Oakley and Carole Anne Thompson, who both
finished in two hours, 59 minutes and 25 seconds.
An event for everyone
The family walk had a new route this year, going to the edge of
Loughborough via Brook Road and the ‘bumpy track’, passing by this year's
headline charity Rainbows, then returning over the fields to the village hall.
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Once again the organisers – Andy Selby, Caroline Selby, Bertil Schou, Kyle
Veitch, Steve Lowsley, Graham Cameron and Sue Woolhouse, with web
and social media by Amelia Selby and Daniel Evison – have put on a great
show and done us proud. Over ten years they have raised over £65,000 for
a range of local charities, and the event continues to grow in popularity and
go from strength to strength. It is very much a firm fixture in the local
calendar, and we look forward to 6th May 2019 for the next one.
Edward de Salis Young

Start of the Woodhouse May Day Challenge run.

Chris Brown and Richard
Thompson at the end of the run.
Corrinne Berkeley and Mary Cheyney
receiving the trophy for fastest local lady.

Race organisers Andy Selby, Caroline Selby and
Steve Lowsley together with Nancy Lillington
from Rainbows at the awards presentation.

Richard Thompson receiving the trophy
for fastest local man.
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Family walk
It was a cloudless sky and a scorcher of a bank holiday when 300 plus
people and a good number of dogs set off on the family walk. Some sped
off, while others started with a slow crawl along Main Street. Once
chaperoned across Beacon/Forest Road and onto Brook Road we each
found our pace and headed across fields, along wooded paths and over
bridges towards the outskirts of Loughborough. We negotiated a variety of
terrains including freshly planted fields, stony paths, wooden plank
bridges… and a fair bit of mud. There were some delightfully cooler wooded
paths where seeds floated on the breeze. Wildflowers and butterflies added
spring flora and fauna. It was a sociable event for all ages. Kids wished to
abandon shoes and T-shirts in the heat, but despite the temperatures, even
the little ones managed to keep going.
The pit stop outside the
school was very welcome
with drinks and biscuits aplenty – that is, if you
managed to stay on track and
not miss it. A number of us
unwittingly took a detour,
Walkers making their way across the fields.
straying across to the return
route, and succeeded in cutting off a corner. Not to worry – it was
impossible to get lost as the walk allowed for generally clear sight of people
in front, and some noble folks completed the missed part of the route
anyway, just in reverse. A friendly welcome back, with a medal and ice lolly
for the children, completed the walk. There was a chance to seek out a little
shade, relax, play and enjoy the fantastic refreshments on offer.
The event would not take place without the generosity of local businesses:
The Curzon Arms was a key sponsor; catering was offered by the
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute, Fresh Fruit, The Griffin Inn,
Johnsons Family Butchers, Bradgate Bakery and Swithland Water; further
sponsorship came from Barrow Runners, Beacon Hill Country Park,
Bradgate Park Trust, Joe David, Yeoman Warden, Raynet, Selbys Garage,
St Paul’s Primary School, The Cottage Surgery, The Old Bull’s Head,
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group, Woodhouse Parish Council, Woodhouse
Eaves Village Hall and Woodhouse Eaves Girl Guides. Well done to the
organisers for providing a fabulous event that allows the whole community
to take part, and for raising funds for the 2018 headline charity, Rainbows
Hospice for children and young people.
Karen Jacobs
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Suddenly at Home
Although comedy has dominated their repertoire in recent years, a thriller by
Francis Durbridge was the latest offering by the Beacon Players. Set in the
1970s, Suddenly at Home is not however the traditional ‘whodunnit’.
Although the author is perhaps best known for his adventures featuring the
suave Paul Temple, this was more of a ‘willhegetawaywithit’. The plot
revolves around Glen Howard, a philandering, volatile and scheming
husband who wants to bump off his wealthy wife and take off with his
lover… whoever that may be.
All the action takes place within the living room of the Howards’ stylish
London flat. Glen’s anger and impatience lies just below the surface as he
manipulates his nearest and dearest into going along with his plans to rid
himself of a boring wife. As if that is not bad enough he also seizes every
opportunity to shift the blame onto her old flame, trendy author Sam Blaine.
The intensity of the action is achieved by a range of characters constantly
weaving in and out, causing potential mayhem for Glen and his coconspirators.
Throughout the performance, members of the audience were encouraged to
imagine what was happening in the concealed rooms offstage, as well as
what was going on in the street outside. The use of the telephone served to
frustrate Glen in the execution of his plans. Whenever it rang, the audience
seemed hypnotised, waiting for the identity of each caller to be revealed.
Playing in harmony
All the cast performed perfectly as an ensemble. Amanda Hubbard gave a
lively portrayal of Glen’s doomed wife, Maggie, who, having more money
than sense, cannot understand why Glen does not want to give up his life in
London to sun himself with her on the beaches in Bermuda. Mark
Blatherwick dominated the action in the role of the cold and calculating Glen
Howard, who smothers his wife after she foolishly confirms that she has left
him everything in her new will. (If you ever see Mark Blatherwick holding a
cushion, run for your life!) Mark played the suave, yet murderous Glen to
perfection, despite appearing to drink enough whisky during the
performance to leave most men comatose. It also became apparent early
on that Maggie’s best friend Sheila, a struggling actress, had mistaken
Glen’s ability to supply her with a regular heroin fix for undying love.
Ruth Consterdine provided the perfect foil to Mark’s loathsome lothario. She
exuded a nervous tension, throwing herself into a passionate embrace with
the wife-smotherer as he outlines his murderous plans. Although the way
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seems clear for Glen to claim his inheritance and disappear with Sheila,
Maggie’s sister, Helen is like a dog with a bone questioning Glen about her
sister’s disappearance while struggling as the beleaguered wife of
(invisible) Alec, who spends most of his day pestering her on the phone for
the most trivial of reasons. Gillian Blatherwick’s performance as Helen
Tenby added tension to many scenes through her character's innocent
nature yet dogged curiosity.
Darker undertones
Another character who
unwittingly finds himself
implicated in Glen’s plotting is
Maggie’s ex, Sam Blaine (Keith
Hague) who feels the noose
tightening as Glen acidly drops
his name into conversations at
every opportunity to anyone
Suddenly at Home, Act One before the mayhem
who happens to be around.
starts.
Inevitably in a ‘whodunnit’
there are policemen. In this play there appeared to be two: Inspector
Appleton (Mark Temple) complete with Clouseau-type mackintosh and
Superintendent Remick (David Frost), with his nifty notebook. However,
being a Francis Durbridge play, things are not as straightforward as they
first appear. Indeed, the question ‘Who is Superintendent Remick?’ caused
a few gasps and it was not until the last scene that all was explained.
No mention has yet been made of the seemingly innocuous housekeeper,
Ruth, beautifully played by newcomer Jenny Hargreaves. We should have
realised that her sinister, East-European accent meant that she was not
only a husband-stealer (yes, another one – lucky old Glen), but was also
colluding with Glen to bump off rival Sheila. Did evil Glen get his
comeuppance? Well, you should have been there to find out!
Behind the scenes
Director David Frost and producer Richard Mollart pulled off this production
with their usual aplomb, ably assisted by a team of stalwarts backstage
including Sue Frost (prompt), John and Linda Bindley (stage managers)
along with set designer Caroline Thorp and the front-of-house staff.
I am looking forward to the Beacon Players’ next production in November: a
contemporary comedy involving four women, a jockey and fish fillets. I can
say no more.
Mark Temple
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Beaumanor history fair
History fairs at Beaumanor are always full of people, and this year’s was no
exception. The place was heaving and all of the stalls seemed to be busy.
The theme this year was the First World War, and most of the exhibitors –
local museums, history groups, projects and societies – had done their best
to tell us what life was like in Leicestershire 100 years ago.
Caroline Wessel was there, signing copies of her latest book Beaumanor
War and Peace. It is a well-researched volume, published by the author,
and funded by the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society (who
organised the fair). It covers 24 years from the arrival of William Curzon in
1915 until the house was requisitioned by the military in 1939.
Talks and re-enactments
There were several talks on a variety of subjects, mostly linked to the last
year of the war and its aftermath. Subjects included Passchendaele, the
Leicestershire Regiment, the Suffragettes at war, and the controversies
over war memorials (which lasted far longer than the war itself).
In between the talks there was a dramatised court martial of a private from
the Leicestershire Regiment who had gone absent without leave. The poor
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fellow was apprehended in Calais trying to cadge a lift across the channel.
At his court-martial it transpired that he had been caught twice before and
on both occasions sentenced to death – but each time the sentence had
been quashed and he had been returned to the front line.
However, this time he was not reprieved because his continued presence
was considered to be a bad influence on the troops and a few days later he
was shot at dawn. But that was not the end of the story; 88 years later he
(along with 306 others who met the same fate) was given a royal pardon
following the passing of the Armed Forces Act 2006.
St Paul’s Heritage Project
Woodhouse Eaves was represented by the St Paul’s Heritage Project,
which had a prominent stand close to the main door, staffed by Sue and
Bob Young, Evelyn Brown, Emma Purcell and Claire Ayres.

Sue Young at the St Paul’s Heritage stand.

One display on this stand told the
story of the Martin family at war.
Major William Francis Martin was
killed in action in 1915, the same
year that both his brother Robert
Edmund Martin and his cousin
Charles Hamilton Martin were
seriously wounded. They were both
discharged from the forces as a
result, but they nevertheless went
on to manage the Mountsorrel
Granite Company, producing stone
considered vital to the war effort.

Also on the stand was a framed ‘roll of honour’ listing men from the village
who died in the early years of the Great War. It was lost many years ago,
but found during the chancel repairs in a very mouldy condition. Now, with
the help of the Leicestershire County Council War Memorials Project, it has
been partially restored.
Three other posters told the stories of how the Reverend Arnold James
Hiley came by his forenames, how the church sustained severe damage
during the ‘Night of the Big Wind’ (6th January 1839) and why the Countess
of Stamford and Warrington donated £25 to help buy the new clock and
peal of church bells in 1904. All these posters will be on display at St Paul’s
Church as part of the heritage exhibition programme.
Roger Berkeley (with help from Evelyn Brown and Sue Young)
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Hats off!
The main event of the April meeting of the Woodhouse Eaves Women’s
Institute was a fascinating talk by theatrical milliner Shirley Whitfield, who
described how she started art studies at the Ealing Art School in London at
the age of 13. She eventually specialised in dress design, which included
pattern cutting, flower making, millinery and theatrical design. After leaving
art school, Shirley’s first job was at L & H Nathan’s in London, established in
1790, one of only five theatrical design companies in London at the time.
There she learned how to make beautiful costumes, how to knot and trim
wigs and finally how to create hats.
Influential beginnings
By the age of 18 Shirley was head of the
millinery department. One of her earliest
challenges was to make the 74 hats required
for the film Richard III, starring Laurence
Olivier and John Gielgud. Then came the
Queen’s coronation, and Shirley produced the
riding hats for the postilions and 17 of the 24
pages’ hats. An additional job was to replace
the worn-out ermine on the coronets with
rabbit skin. The peers of the realm were not
informed of the change. Shirley wanted to
share her excitement at being involved with
the preparations for the coronation with her
mother, so she put one of the coronets in a
brown paper bag and took it home with her
on the Tube.

One of Shirley’s magnificent hats.

The glamour of Nottingham
After working on many well-known productions such as Beau Brummel
(starring Stewart Granger), Gilbert & Sullivan’s Princess Ida and several
Covent Garden operas where Shirley met some of the great opera singers
of the day, she and her family moved to Nottingham. She continued working
for L & H Nathan for a time, but it proved impractical. After a short period as
a dress designer for a bridal wear company, Shirley jumped at the chance
to become Assistant Wardrobe Manager at Nottingham Playhouse.
Shirley described in detail some of the materials and techniques used in
making theatrical costumes and, in particular, hats. To demonstrate her
workmanship Shirley showed us a selection of hats she had created for
various productions, all exquisitely shaped and trimmed. She explained that
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the basic hat was generally made from
a material which, when wet, could be
shaped and moulded. Flowers, feathers
and other trimmings would be stitched
onto wire and then the wire stitched to
the hat. Very big hats, such as those
worn by pantomime dames, would be
fixed to the wig, which would itself be
fixed to a wire frame – all for the hat to
stay in place.

At the end of the talk we examined the
hats Shirley had created and tried them
on.

A top tip from Shirley – if your children
or grandchildren ask you to make a hat
for them, use foam rubber as a base
and butt joint the pieces. Then cover
the foam with fabric and trim as
necessary. Much easier than using
cardboard!
Judith Harrison

What have graveyards got that parks have not?
(apart from the obvious)
Background
Over the recent period of the chancel repair
and the extensive research by volunteers into
the heritage of St Paul’s Church, I have had
occasion to spend a disproportionate amount
of time in the church and churchyard. During
these privileged visits, I have noticed so much
going on in terms of the gravestones, the
wildlife, the growth of fungi and the wild flowers
around the church and graveyard.
Graves
There are the resting places of so many muchloved individuals in the beautiful graveyards
around the church. Many of their gravestones
are testament not only to those who lie there
Daisies, pine tree and grave stone.
and the love in which they were held, but also
to the craftsmanship of local stonemasons. Changing tastes and differences
in price have dictated the use of many different materials for these
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gravestones, so where better to find out about the effects of weather on
different types of stone? Some are heavily and sometimes beautifully worn
and lichen-covered, and some are still clear to read 150 years after they
were carved.
Lichens
The churchyard has an enormous number of lichen species. We are very
lucky to have had a survey of churchyard lichens carried out in recent
years, and the results will be available on the heritage website from June. It
is amazing how interesting and significant these often overlooked
organisms are.
Wild flowers, plants and fungi
The ground around the church and churchyard
is not improved or treated with weed-killer.
This means that our church, like many others
in the UK, acts as host to many fungi and
plants, including less common fungi and
specialist plants that require just such
conditions to thrive.
As I write there are violets, bluebells, daisies
and primula growing in happy profusion just
where the workmen had churned up the earth
into a muddy quagmire during the recent
chancel restoration. The contractors for the
repair only left the site just before Christmas,
but when you look at the grassy areas outside
Spring flowers in front of the
the chancel, you would hardly know that a
chancel.
workman’s metal shed and the mats to reduce
the slipperiness around the worksite
were so recently removed, after four
or five months in situ. Nature can be
remarkably resilient.
Over the past 18 months, when I have
been walking through the churchyard,
I have seen the most incredible fungi,
especially past the dying beech tree.
There have been so many fungi that I
had never seen before and such
fantastic specimens that I started to
photograph them. Initially, I did not

Spring flowers by the chancel.
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think of this as being related to our heritage. However, I came to realise that
churchyards, with their trees and unimproved and untreated soil, can be a
haven for fungi that are rare or usually found elsewhere in the UK.
Bats and birds
The bats found in St Paul’s will be described in more detail during the
heritage exhibition. The experience of accompanying the bat conservation
specialists who undertook the church survey was incredible. It was possible
to hear so many bats with the bat detectors and see them feeding in the air
around the church. We also saw a barn owl fly to the top of the monument
near the road, just below the church and close to where we were standing.
It sat and stared at us for what seemed like ages: we were all convinced it
was trying to let us know that we were getting in the way of its dinner-time
snack before it gave up and flew silently away.
Sue Young, St Paul’s Heritage Project

Recording biodiversity in Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves
Gazing out into my garden this morning, I caught the flash of a grey and
yellow bird with a long tail bobbing up and down. A grey wagtail and a first
for my garden! Oh, I hope you come back so I can count you in the BioBlitz,
I thought. Spurred on by the success of the first BioBlitz that took place in
2013, we are looking forward to seeing if anything has changed in the
intervening five years. Hopefully it will be as enjoyable as the first – one
visitor commented as she left, ‘This has been the most amazing day. You
must do it again.’ So we are!
Bats on Church Hill
Five years ago around 90 people joined us for an evening bat and nocturnal
wildlife walk. This year St Paul’s Church is hosting a batty evening with local
bat experts coming along to explain the life of these fascinating nocturnal
creatures, followed by a late-night bat walk. Overnight we will be setting
traps for moths and small mammals, listening out for other night creatures
such as owls and positioning camera traps in the hope of capturing images
of badgers and foxes. Last time we recorded some lovely images of a
mother badger and three cubs emerging from their sett. However, overnight
wind and rain in 2013 meant the number of moth species recorded was low,
so this year we are hoping for a warmer evening and a higher species
count.
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Minibeasts and meadows
Family activities such as hunting for minibeasts were very popular in 2013,
with the education staff from Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust
demonstrating how to make ‘pooters’ to catch creepy crawly critters.
Microscopes set up in the village hall helped us to see these small
invertebrates up close.
The aim of a BioBlitz is to search an area and to identify as many species
as possible within a 24-hour timeframe with the help of some of the best
county wildlife experts. Will more species be found this year than during the
first BioBlitz when 641 species of birds, mammals, insects, fungi and plants
were logged?
BioBlitz is designed to engage experts and local people alike. Last time,
guided wildflower walks were greatly appreciated and inspiring for many of
our visitors. Our local bee expert was a great success as he led us through
buzzing meadows showing us the different solitary bees and bumble bees.
A few brave people were awake early for a dawn chorus Early Bird walk at
Beacon Hill. For details of dates and times of events, see the ‘What’s on’
table and for more information about the event see the advert below.
Kate Moore, heritage warden
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Charnwood Dog School – an interview with Karl
Cheatham
We are all, without question, incredibly fortunate to live in the idyllic setting
of Charnwood Forest. Our surroundings lend themselves to many pastimes:
cycling, running, bird watching, and – perhaps the most common in these
parts – walking. From my viewpoint on Beacon Road, I see many a walker
going by, and a great many of those are joined by their faithful four-legged
friends. We have a delightful, if slightly zany, Cocker Spaniel. She’s a
treasured member of our family and accompanies us on all of our walks.
She is, by and large, well trained, with one rather notable exception. Off the
lead, in the woods, she is immaculately behaved. She comes back instantly
when called. She will trot along at our heels if requested. Put a lead on her
though, and she is dreadful. She pulls, and pulls, and… well, pulls. It makes
getting to our walk, by means of the pavement, a trial.
New dog training school
Local resident Karl Cheatham is a highly
experienced dog trainer, and owner of two
beautiful black Labradors. He recognises the
prevalence of our beloved pets having their own
unique foibles, and has set up Charnwood Dog
School to help dog owners connect with their
pets, form solid bonds and correct any problems,
no matter how big or small. Many dog owners
have issues with a few key areas – in particular,
loose lead walking, good and consistent recall,
and interactions with other dogs. Also, many of us
would like our dogs to be able to relax in social
situations, like enjoying the sun in a pub garden.
Charnwood Dog School is unique in that it is set
Karl and his black Labrador
in ten acres of beautiful countryside, on the
practice walking on a lead.
corner of Priory Lane and Ulverscroft Lane. It
boasts huge open field spaces and scenic
woodland, and is a perfect, and varied, place to enjoy spending time with
your dog. All year round, and whatever the weather, Karl runs a variety of
courses – from Puppy Training to one-to-one problem-solving sessions to
Gun Dog training. All of the training is reward based, and centred on
creating a strong, positive bond with your pet. This is true of your new,
impressionable puppy, and your more ‘set in its ways’ older dog. Karl is
qualified with both the Institute of Modern Dog Trainers and the Association
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of Dog Trainers and Behaviourists, and has seen, from this highly
experienced viewpoint, the huge gains that can be made from using a
positive approach to training.
Positive gains
It has long been a principle of
training dogs to a high
standard, for example in Gun
Dog training, that a strict,
authoritative approach is used.
Karl has seen, though, through
his experience over the last four
years working with ‘pet gun
dogs’, that the possibilities that
arise from a positive, rewardbased approach to any training,
even at a high level, are
Charnwood Dog School is set in ten acres of
endless. People who are keen
countryside.
to work their dogs will benefit
from gun dog classes, as will people who simply want very well-behaved
dogs. Many people who have a more ‘force’-based understanding of
training would also benefit from Karl’s force free, innovative and highly
effective regimes. For group classes, there will never be more than six dogs
per class, and Karl offers a relaxed and fun atmosphere. During the
summer months, both classes and one-to-one sessions are available during
weekends and mid-week evenings, and throughout the rest of the year
classes will be available at the weekends.
Karl is keen for like-minded people to have a
means of socialising, and making the most of
the beautiful place we live in, while enjoying
their dogs. Plans for the future include social
walks, and fun days to give people an
opportunity to learn more about Charnwood Dog
School and all it has to offer, as well as a variety
of fun activities to take part in with your dog.
The fun days will be set in wonderful
surroundings with plenty of food and drink on
hand. It will be a wonderful way of opening up
your social circle while spending quality time
Karl and one of his black
with your faithful companions. People will also
Labradors.
have the opportunity to come to simulated
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shoot days – a fantastic experience of learning
what happens on a shoot and what everyone’s
unique role is, with a slap-up lunch preparing
everyone for a simulated shoot in the afternoon.
Keep an eye on Charnwood Dog School’s
Facebook page for news of all that is to come.
Karl is brimming with confidence and
excitement about these new ventures, and it
certainly seems to be a dog school with a
difference. Exciting times!
Top tips for dog training from Karl
• Always start by getting your dog to look at
you. Getting their attention and making a
connection may seem like a small thing,
but it is the basis of training success.

Dog training uses reward-based
techniques.

• Good bonding is essential. Developing a close relationship between a
dog and its owner is the foundation for a well behaved dog.
• A positive, reward-based approach works wonders.
• If there is one thing to teach your dog, it would be a solid recall. Being
able to let your dog off the lead with confidence opens up so many
possibilities for you both!
To find out about Karl’s new dog training business please visit the new
website www.charnwooddogschool.co.uk or contact Karl by email at
karlcheatham@btinternet.com or by phone on 07858 186853.
Victoria Corcoran

Our summer sky at night
When one looks at the night sky, it is easy for the human brain to get lost in
the sheer number of stars on show. It is not surprising that early stargazers
tried to rationalise and catalogue the brightest stars into constellations, each
complete with its own mythological story as to how it got there.
However, when one looks towards the centre of our own galaxy, the stars
are too dense and too numerous to know where one constellation may start
and another end. As a result, the galaxy is grouped together into one
common term, the Milky Way. That is not to say that people have not come
up with imaginative legends as to its significance. The Greeks thought that it
was put there by Zeus’s wife, Hera, after Zeus asked her to breastfeed his
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illegitimate son. In central Asia, it was believed to be made by the dropped
straw from a fleeing god who had stolen it from an Assyrian king. The Finns
believed it to be the path of migrating birds.
Look for the Summer Triangle and Northern Cross
We now believe the Milky Way formed from a large spinning gas cloud
about 13.6 billion years ago and grew by engulfing other smaller galaxies
(something that it is doing right now to a small dwarf galaxy). Currently,
there are somewhere between 100 to 400 billion stars in the galaxy. As
mentioned in the article ‘Our winter sky at night’ (Roundabout December
2017/January 2018), the orientation of the solar system in the galaxy means
that on summer nights our view looks directly into the centre of the galaxy.
So while you may not be able to see all 100 billion stars, the overall effect is
to create a punctate, glowing band across the sky.
The easiest way to locate the
Milky Way is to find the Summer
Triangle, which is formed by three
of the brightest stars in the
summer sky. Looking to the east
or south-east, the brightest visible
star should have a bluish tint. This
is called Vega, which has the
claim to fame of being the first star
ever to have been photographed.
Looking down from Vega, towards
the ground, the next bright star
you should see is Altair. Altair is a
fast rotating star, so much so that
it is 25 per cent wider than it is
high. The final star in the Summer
Triangle is Deneb, which can be
The Milky Way cuts through the Summer
Triangle (solid lines) and the Northern Cross
found by following a line
(dashed lines).
approximately 30 degrees to the
left of that joining Vega to Altair
(see picture). Deneb is identifiable as one apex of the Northern Cross, itself
a part of the Cygnus or Swan constellation.
The Milky Way cuts through the Summer Triangle, passing through Deneb
and bisecting the line between Vega and Altair. Pointing a telescope or
binoculars will not only reveal a plethora of stars, but also dust clouds,
nebulas and star clusters (but no milk, straw or migrating birds).
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Double treat on 27th July
The Moon will take on a strange orange-red glow as it rises on the evening
of 27th July, as the second lunar eclipse of the year takes place. In contrast
to the one that took place in January, this one will be visible in Britain.
Another difference to January’s eclipse, which was a supermoon eclipse, is
that this one will take place when the Moon is at its farthest from Earth.
Consequently, this eclipse will last longer than any other eclipse in the 21st
century and will be visible until 10:13pm. Over the course of the following
hour, you should see the edge of the Earth’s shadow creep across the
Moon’s surface.
While you are out looking at the lunar eclipse, you will also see a bright
orange star in its vicinity. This is not really a star, but our planetary
neighbour Mars. Coincidentally, 27th July marks the day when Mars will
pass its closest to Earth for 15 years, to within a mere 36 million miles (the
average distance to Mars is 250 million miles). Around this date Mars will
appear as the brightest object in the night sky after the Moon and Venus.
A final date for your diary is the 12th to 13th August, the night of the Perseid
meteor shower. A new moon on this evening should give excellent viewing
conditions as up to one meteor a minute streaks across the sky. The centre
of the shower will be in the north-east of the sky (in the region of the ‘W’ of
the Cassiopeia constellation).
Remember, if you are going in search of clear blue skies and sun over the
next few months, that usually means clear and starry night skies too.
Ed Ainscow

June in the cottage garden
June always begins with the last vestiges of spring – the fading of that
vibrant green that symbolises May, deepening into a richer colour that will
take the garden into high summer. As a gardener it seems to me that June
is a month full to bursting: perennials and roses in full bloom, tender
annuals showing off their vibrant colours, the vegetable garden needing
constant attention and everything growing at a rate of knots that is hard to
keep up with. The long days full of life and energy are to be gathered up
and cherished, carried with me through the dark days of winter.
In the flower garden
June is the month to take cuttings. I take as many as possible of old
favourites and new to guard against those I may lose to a bad winter and
also to offer as gifts to friends.
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Desktop publishing volunteer wanted
What is desktop publishing (abbreviated to DTP)? It is creating the
Roundabout magazine using page layout skills on a personal computer
before printing. The Roundabout team would be strengthened by having
a third person who is interested in helping to produce the magazine.
Support would be given by the two current DTP volunteers. Please get
in touch by emailing roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk if you can
help.
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Now is the time to lift and store tulip bulbs, although I have left mine in situ
in recent years, replacing those that do not reappear with a few new bulbs
each November. Support tall growing perennials like delphiniums and
hollyhocks with canes and tie in new shoots of climbing and rambling roses
horizontally to supports in order to encourage more flowers.
Give wisteria a summer prune, removing those long wispy side shoots back
to 20cm to encourage more flowers next spring. Fill any gaps in the flower
border with tall summer flowering bulbs such as fragrant lilies and tender
annuals. Patio pots and hanging baskets can be placed outside now as the
risk of frost should have passed. Make sure you water regularly, deadhead
and give plants a weekly feed to keep them flowering all summer long.
In the vegetable garden
The vegetable garden is coming up to its most productive time and needs
constant attention. I am forever busy with the hoe, removing weeds before
they get too invasive. Spread a good layer of mulch around hungry crops
such as beans and courgettes to feed and help hold in the moisture. Tie in
new shoots of blackberries and raspberries. I sometimes think I am at my
most busy just before dark when a quick hunt around for snails and slugs is
followed by a good soaking with the hose for both the vegetable beds and
the greenhouse. It is always best to water either early in the morning or just
before dark when moisture is best taken up by plants and the ground is not
at risk of drying up too quickly. It is also better to give the garden and pots a
really good soaking once a week than a little each day. Make sure you
apply tomato feed regularly to fruiting crops including tomatoes, courgettes
and chillies.
Fill up your senses
As June is the month when the garden is at its most vibrant and productive,
I thought I would touch on perhaps the most important gift plants give to us
and a good reason why so many of us garden: the gift they bring to our
senses. Think about those plants in the garden that invite you to touch,
taste, admire and listen.
When we think of plants, one of the most obvious pleasures they bring is
that of colour. During June a garden can be filled with a riot of colours from
across the spectrum, from deep reds and oranges to pastels of pink, white
and mauve. With blue skies overhead and the sun shining, seeing a flower
bed in full bloom allows you to feast your eyes on a collection of the very
best jewels. The shapes of flowers and plants are also wonderfully
stimulating; the fronds of ferns just unravelling, the distinctive prickly shape
of a holly leaf, or the delicate patterns found in even the tiniest of flowers.

Roundabout June 2018

37

Summer is the best time for a garden to stimulate our sense of smell. Plant
highly aromatic plants such as honeysuckle, gardenia, and old varieties of
rose that can be gently brushed past to unleash their delicious scent. Herbs
are also amazing providers of scent. Obvious choices are lavender,
rosemary, mint and thyme, but more tender herbs such as lemon verbena,
basil and coriander smell wonderful too.
Most of us come into contact with plants as we brush past them, but have
you ever taken the time to stop and feel the different textures plants have to
offer? The coolness of moss on old stone, the unbelievable softness of
lamb’s ears (Stachys byzantina), the fleshy smoothness of succulents and
even the prickly thorns of roses. If you grow fruit and vegetables I need not
tell you about the joy of tasting your own home-grown produce and the way
it tastes a million times better than anything bought in the supermarket. But
there are many other plants we grow in the garden that can be eaten and
can stimulate the taste buds. Herbs are an obvious example, but also
annuals such as nasturtiums whose peppery taste no salad should be
without. You can even make use of weeds such as dandelion leaves, which
are a tasty addition to salads too. I grow a lot of scented pelargoniums, one
of which is Attar of Roses, whose leaves are used to flavour cakes.
Lastly, there is sound. A garden is full of sounds in summer. The sounds of
birds and insects are evident, but plants themselves can also stimulate our
ears: the rustle of seed pods from honesty; bamboo stems rustling in the
breeze; and the crunch under foot of autumn leaves. You can take some
time to think about and plan a sensory garden, but especially at this time of
year, I think we can all find that we have plenty already in the garden to
stimulate our senses and heighten the joy a summer garden brings.
Jo Poultney

Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History
Group spring meetings
Traditionally, the member of the organising team who invites the speaker
gets to introduce them, chair the meeting and send a report to Roundabout.
My two guests were Anne Speight, in March, who spoke on the subject of
‘Nanpantan Hall and the Paget family’ and Dave Gretton in April, who
presented ‘Pearl Harbor – a day of infamy’.
The Paget family of Nanpantan Hall
Anne, who is the leader of the Charnwood U3A Local History Group, is a
well-known local historian and found herself speaking to an audience, some
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of whom had their own reminiscences of both Nanpantan Hall and the
people who lived there and visited.
An article in the Loughborough Echo in 1986 brought Nanpantan Hall, until
then virtually unnoticed, into the headlines, with a cousin of the Paget family
bequeathing the property to the School of Economic Science (SES),
described as a philosophical organisation. The cousin was Joanna HerbertStepney who had some connection to the SES and who had been left the
hall by the late Joan Paget.
Anne Speight explained that the hall had not originally been built for the
Paget family but for the Warners. A hall, stabling, coach houses and an
entrance lodge appear on Land Tax Records of the late 1870s. The hall was
built in the 1870s for Edward Warner, who gave his name to Cartwright and
Warner’s hosiery mill off Nottingham Road in Loughborough.
The Warners were wealthy and well known in Loughborough, but despite
the completion of Nanpantan Hall, Edward Warner continued to live in
Quorn Hall. The emblem of the Warners, however, in the form of a stone
squirrel, sits above the door of Nanpantan Hall.
The first recorded resident was Miss Harriet Egremont, who later moved to
Great Malvern. Warner’s son and family moved into the vacated hall, before
selling it to William Byerley Paget of Southfields Hall (now part of the
Charnwood Borough Council offices). William Byerley Paget, like Warner
before him, was Master of the Quorn Hounds. The Pagets had held prestige
roles as bankers, hosiers, surgeons and members of Parliament.
William Byerley Paget did not immediately move into Nanpantan Hall, but
let it out to a number of tenants including Thomas Everard, the well-known
brewer. The Pagets moved into the hall during the early 1900s, and William
Byerley Paget’s son, William Edmund, married and was the father to two
children, Peter and Joan, the latter of whom would remain there until the
1980s.
In the First World War, Nanpantan Hall served as a hospital and was
involved with the Army Remount Service, a body responsible for training
and providing horses for combat. When hostilities ended, Peter went to
boarding school where he befriended the actor David Niven, who in his
biography recalled summers spent as a visitor to Nanpantan Hall.
Anne Speight then described two very sad occasions in the Paget family
history. First, the death in 1928 of William Edmund Paget in a fall during a
hunt at Groby and then Peter, in 1944, as a soldier serving with the Royal
Armoured Corps.
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When Peter’s mother died the house passed to Joan Paget who was quite
reclusive, but locally well liked, attended by her chauffeur and his wife who
both lived in the entrance lodge to the hall. When Joan died, the story
returns to the place this story started.
Anne’s talk was well received by the members who look forward to one of
her future talks.
Pearl Harbor
In brief, the talk in April was not on a local history theme, but on a significant
day in world history. Dave Gretton is the chairman of Trent Valley Aviation
Society, which meets in Diseworth Village Hall, near to East Midlands
Airport. Dave speaks on a number of aviation-related subjects and
presented ‘Pearl Harbor – a day of infamy’.
Dave opened by saying that Hollywood usually gets things wrong, but the
film Tora Tora Tora, despite a few aircraft howlers, was very accurate in its
sequence of events. The talk started with an analysis of Japan’s history
long before the attack on Pearl Harbor to establish a motive. This was very
complex, but Dave Gretton’s analysis set the scene for the attack that
started at 7:55am on Sunday, 7th December 1941.
The sequence of events unfolded
with many maps and illustrations.
Each action was analysed. Although
it had at first appeared to be a
Japanese victory, the consequences
could have been much worse. In
many ways the attack had failed
because it did not include the shore
installations (especially fuel storage)
and it had not occurred when the
American aircraft carriers were in
harbour.
The aftermath of the attack and the
subsequent actions by both sides
were explained. Dave Gretton was
thanked for his presentation, which
was the result of some wonderful
research and analysis.
Tony Jarram
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Thirteen foreign words that
sound rude in English

https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2
016/02/24/words-that-sound-rude/

Anyone who has learnt a foreign
language has probably been in this
situation before: getting all excited
about coming across a seemingly
familiar word only to find out that its
meaning is very different from what
you expected. There’s no doubt that
these ‘false friends’ can be a major
minefield for language students.

Unusual words with surprising
meanings

In some cases, however, false
friends can also be a source of
great amusement: below are 13
foreign words that may be
completely innocuous in their native
language, but sound very rude
indeed to English ears.
1. Slagroom: whipped cream
(Dutch)
2. Biche: doe (French)
3. Fahrt: drive, ride, trip (German)

When you hear or read a new word,
it can be difficult to work out what
the meaning might be intuitively.
That, of course, is partly what
dictionaries are for. When a word
sounds like another, though, you
might be misled into thinking you
can guess its meaning. Here are
some definitions of words that do
not mean what you might expect.
Crepuscular; adj.: relating to twilight
Enervated, adj.: drained of energy
Noisome, adj.: having an offensive
smell
Pulchritude, n.: beauty
Pusillanimous, adj.: lacking in
courage

5. Phoque: seal (French)

Vomitorium, n.: an exit or an
entrance in an ancient Roman
theatre

6. Damit: with it/them, thereupon,
thus, so that (German)

https://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2
014/06/27/unusual-words/

4. Prick: dot, check, spot (Swedish)

7. Kant: side, border (Dutch)
8. Slutspurt: finish (Swedish)
9. Faca: knife (Portuguese)
10. Coque: seashell (French)
11. Dick: thick, fat (German)
12. Drug: friend (Russian)
13. Womit: whereby, with what
(German)
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Scaredy-cat.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Codeword Solution

What’s on in June (cont)
Sat

30th

9.304.30*

Heritage Exhibition, ‘The clock, tiles,
building, graves & memories' (*not
12.00-2.00) www.stpaulsheritage.org
Sat 30th 11.00 & ‘The bells of St Paul’s’, talk by Evelyn
3.00
Brown
Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
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St Paul’s
Church, free
St Paul’s
Church, free
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What’s on in June
Sat
Sat

2nd
2nd

Sat
Sun
Mon
Fri
Sat
Fri

2nd
3rd
4th
8th
9th
8th

Sat

9th

Sat

9th

Sat
Sat

9th
9th

1.00
7.30

Sun

10th

10.004.00

Sun

10th

11.003.00

Mon

11th

7.30

Sat

16th

9.304.30*

Wed 20th

1.00
9.304.30*
2.006.00
6.45
9.00pm9.00pm
9.00pm
9.00 all
day
9.304.30*

7.30

Sat

23rd

9.304.30*

Sat

23rd

Sat

23rd

11.00 &
3.00
1.00

Cricket club match
‘Heritage Exhibition tasters’ (*closed
12.00-2.00) www.stpaulsheritage.org
Open Gardens weekend, funds for St
Paul's Church
Council and charity meetings
BioBlitz 2: 24-hour survey. See advert
p.29
BioBlitz 2, bat talk and walk, details at
www.stpaulsheritage.org
BioBlitz 2 exhibition, talks and events.
Open to all, special events for children
Heritage exhibition, ‘Bats, bells, the
school & more’ plus ‘batty crafts’ (*not
12.00-2.00) www.stpaulsheritage.org
Cricket club match
BioBlitz 2, ‘Wildlife on your doorstep’,
talk by photographer Jack Perks
Open farm day. Animals, shop, tractor
ride, activities (fee). (01509) 268 080
https://farmsunday.org/
Open farm day. Animals, farm shop,
tractor ride. (01509) 213 133
https://farmsunday.org/
Local History Group, ‘You and yours’.
Members talk about objects of interest
Heritage Exhibition, ‘Architects,
funders, the great & the good’ (*not
12.00-2.00) www.stpaulsheritage.org
WI meeting, ‘Stories from the PDSA’,
talk by Sian Beech
Heritage Exhibition, ‘Local people,
graves & burial records’, (*not 12.002.00) www.stpaulsheritage.org
‘The stained glass windows’, talk by
Mike Harding
Cricket club match

Continued on inside back cover

Playing field
St Paul’s
Church, free
Whole village
Village Hall
Whole village
St Paul’s
Church, free
Village Hall,
free
St Paul’s
Church, free
Playing field
Village Hall,
free
Bawdon Lodge,
Nanpantan Rd,
free
Charnwood
Forest Farm,
Charley Rd free
Methodist Ch.,
visitors £3
St Paul’s
Church, free
Village Hall,
visitors £4
St Paul’s
Church, free
St Paul's
Church, free
Playing field

