Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or leave out any items
submitted. The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept adverts for local
businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fundraising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Caroline
Pook, Neil Robinson, Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to download from the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
It is with feelings of bitter-sweetness that I am writing my final Editor’s note
for the magazine after four years volunteering with Roundabout.
My previous experience included being a news editor for a daily newspaper,
so when I joined Roundabout in early 2013 I was expecting that a parish of
1,000 or so households would be a rather sleepy affair. But I quickly
realised how wrong I was and during my time as an editor I have had the
privilege to come into contact with a range of talented and enthusiastic
people including successful businessmen and women, a fashion designer,
several musicians, a bee-keeper, local historians, marathon runners and a
young volunteer who has helped communities in Nepal.
I would like to thank the Roundabout team for always being so supportive
and wonderful. And while I am sorry to leave I am positive about the future
as I hand the magazine over to the very capable hands of Caroline Pook
and Janine Ainscow. They are talented editors in their own right who I know
will be able to move the magazine forward to greater and better things.
One of the wonders of our parish is that despite its relatively small size
there always seems to be so much going on. This is reflected in not only the
annual events that bring our community together, but also the smaller-scale
daily efforts of villagers including groups like our litter wardens, traffic watch,
neighbourhood watch, Guides and Scouts.
Once again this month proves to be no exception to this phenomenon. Tea,
coffee and cake lovers will be celebrating when they learn that the parish is
soon to become home to not one but two new cafes (see below and articles
on p.10 and p.19), Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group share more information
about their 60th anniversary celebrations this year (see p.17) and the
Woodhouse Eaves Guides reveal their plans to open three Little Free
Libraries across the parish (see p.8).
Dawn Kirby

Parish council news
Cafe plans at Beacon Hill picnic area
The parish council discussed plans for a cafe near to the Beacon Hill lower
car park (for more information about the proposals see p.10). Alterations
were made to the plans, thanks to Vicky Allen of the Leicestershire
Bridleway Association, to avoid clashing with the needs of horse riders. Full
plan details are available on the Leicestershire County Council website
using the application number: 2016/REG3Mi/0314/LCC.
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Parish boundary consultation
Every 10 to 15 years Charnwood Borough Council consults its local
parishes about their boundaries by asking questions such as, should the
boundary be changed? Are the numbers of councillors just right? Would
some parishes like to join together?
The consultation is open until 30th April so if you live at the edge of the
parish boundary and think the line should be re-drawn or have any other
comments please let the parish councillors know. This exercise has been
undertaken several times in the past and minor changes have been made.
Any proposals will be subject to another round of consultation.
Visit www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/parish_boundary_maps and
www.charnwood.gov.uk/pages/cgr for more information.
Managing the highways
Leicestershire County Council has published the results of its recent survey
about how it manages the highways service including roads and verges.
Parish councils are now being consulted about what highways tasks might
be handed over to them. Woodhouse Parish Council will make a response
before the 26th March deadline.
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Copies of the county council’s draft Highway Asset Management Strategy
are available from the parish clerk or online at
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/have-yoursay-on-proposed-highways-maintenance-changes
There are several ongoing public consultations affecting the area. The
council lists them all at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/consultations
as soon as it receives details about them.
Speeding – progress from Traffic Watch
A meeting of Leicestershire County Council’s cabinet on 10th February
brought some welcome news.
Councillors voted unanimously to ask the Department for Transport to allow
the income from speed camera fines and driver awareness courses to be
used to fund the purchase of average speed cameras. This would help to
improve the quality of life for the many village communities whose residents
suffer from vehicles travelling at excessive speeds.
Speeds in excess of 100 miles per hour have been recorded in the parish
and Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves were among the first in the county
to set up a community speed watch group. The Traffic Watch Group of
volunteers was formed in 2004 after the Parish Plan had identified traffic
speed and volume as the issue of most concern to villagers.
The group has worked tirelessly ever since to monitor speeding, gather data
and lobby all relevant organisations about the impact of traffic and its speed
on horse riders, cyclists, walkers and vulnerable groups like schoolchildren
and elderly residents.
Visit council.webcast.vualto.com/leicestershire-countycouncil/home?EventId=18648 to watch a video of the meeting and see its
agenda papers. The discussion about community speed enforcement is
item eight on the agenda and begins about 50 minutes into the meeting.
Police warnings
The police are advising villagers to keep side-gates closed even when they
are at home and inside the property and to secure sheds and outbuildings,
fit security lights, and keep watch, especially on equestrian premises. If
possible, keep valuable property out of sight and use security marking.
They also recommend logging valuables on www.immobilise.com which is
free and offers advice on security and a range of products. Visit the police
website at www.police.uk/leicestershire/NL56/ for more information about
local crime.
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Drivers are also being reminded by the police of the new penalties for using
a mobile phone behind the wheel. The punishment is a minimum £200 fine
and six points your driving licence. Those who have held a licence for under
two years will be disqualified from driving.
The next meeting of the parish council will be held on Monday, 6th March at
7pm in Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
How a novel idea turns into three small libraries for the parish
The idea is simple: take a book; leave a book. The Little Free Library
initiative is a fun way to connect the community through the exchange and
sharing of literature.
The 1st Woodhouse Eaves Guides have been working hard for almost a
year, constructing, decorating and stocking three Little Free Libraries that
will be placed around Woodhouse Eaves and Woodhouse. They have built
these libraries to help support their community as part of this not-for-profit
project.
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Each individually constructed library is large enough to hold two shelves of
books for visitors to choose from. There will be a variety of genres ranging
from children to adult fiction and from teen to non-fiction with people able to
access the books 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
The first library will be situated outside Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall and
decorated with a bookworm motif. The second library, outside Oakwood
Pharmacy in Woodhouse Eaves, will reflect a part of village history with its
windmill motif. The third and final Little Free Library will be near to the bus
stop at the drive entrance to Beaumanor Hall in Woodhouse. Its motif will
reflect the architecture of Beaumanor Hall.
All three libraries are built to the same dimensions and design. Each
library’s unique motif was brought to reality through the woodworking talents
of Mervyn Greenhalgh who worked with each team of Guides using their
concepts, research and drawings.
The Little Free Libraries’ official opening and ribbon-cutting will be held on
Saturday, 25th March at 2pm at the front of Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.
All are invited to join in the fun of opening up this great new resource in our
villages. There will be a bake sale where cash, or gently-used books, can
be used to purchase fresh homemade goods and drinks.
Girls from the 1st Woodhouse Eaves Guides
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbours Scheme update
The Good Neighbours Scheme has now been running since October and
we are all really pleased with the start that we’ve made. This was
celebrated in an informal meeting on 3rd February in the village hall.
The meeting was well attended and, over a glass of wine and a buffet
supper, Judith Harrison, the scheme’s treasurer, shared some statistics on
our achievements so far.
From October to December we have provided support 36 times. 24 of these
requests were for driving jobs, mainly to medical appointments, and the
others were for befriending, small DIY jobs and other practical support.
So far 24 different volunteers have been involved and the evening was a
way of thanking all of our wonderful volunteers for their time and energy,
which they have generously donated to the scheme.
If you are in need of support with something, need a lift to an appointment,
or would like to meet some more people from the village over a cup of tea
and a game of scrabble, then please feel free to call us at anytime on 07561
890 100.
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Email us on info@woodhousegns.org.uk or visit our website at
www.woodhousegns.org.uk for more information about the scheme.
Jo Atkinson
Cafes are like buses – you wait for ages for one and two come at once!
It is rare that Roundabout is ahead of the news, but following a timely
reminder about Woodhouse Eaves’ long-term cafe deficit in last month’s
magazine (see Mark Temple’s article on p.14, Roundabout February 2017);
it has since emerged that there are plans for two new cafes to open in the
parish.
The first will be situated in Barkers Interiors, in Main Street, Woodhouse
Eaves and it is hoped it will be open in early April (see article on p.19 for
more).
The second is to be built in the picnic area in Beacon Hill adjacent to the
lower car park off Breakback Road and opposite the children’s play area.
The plans show that the cafe will be in a log-cabin style building with the
current bridle path still open and running behind it. The 125 square-metre
site includes a main indoor seating area as well as three toilets. The
proposals submitted to and granted permission by Leicestershire County
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Council suggest that there will be one full-time and three part-time members
of staff running the business.
A county council spokesperson said that, due to the £68 million savings it
needs to make over the next four years, it is aiming ‘to preserve
discretionary services such as our country parks, by ensuring that the
operational costs of running the parks are offset by income generation’ and
the new cafe will be part of this approach.
Dawn Kirby
Gardeners young and older
Sadly, over the last couple of years, the attendance at the Woodhouses
Garden Club’s meetings has declined to such an extent that the committee
is no longer sure if the adult section of the club is viable.
This has come about gradually and rather than close the club completely,
we have decided to have a break for 2017 and focus attention on our young
gardeners instead. Accordingly, we are planning a range of exciting
activities for the spring and summer months and will be sharing details in
future editions of Roundabout.
Andrew Garland, Chairman
Chance to own a complete set of Roundabout magazines
A complete set of Roundabout magazines, dating back to the very first issue
in 2006, are available to anyone in the parish who would like to have them.
For more information please contact Tony Lenney and Rosemary May on
(01509) 890 606.
Editor
Call for help to preserve our forest
An area of The National Forest, including Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves, will be the focus of a bid for £3 million funding from the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF). The aim of the HLF application is to promote, protect
and celebrate the natural and cultural heritage of the Charnwood Forest
Regional Park from 2020 to 2025.
The Charnwood Forest Landscape Partnership is looking for residents and
visitors to the area to take part in a survey and give their views about the
area and the project.
Created by a volcano around 600 million years ago, the hills that make up
Charnwood Forest contain some of the oldest rocks in England and the
oldest fossils of animal life in the world. Granite rock from this area built
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much of central London and, as its soils are so thin and poor, it supports
some exceptional wildlife habitats. In fact, over half of Leicestershire’s Sites
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) are in Charnwood Forest.
While the area is designated as a regional park and about two thirds of it
falls within The National Forest, the Charnwood Forest Landscape
Partnership is concerned that because the M1 motorway passes through
the middle it does not get the recognition or protection that it deserves.
Worse, its special qualities are under threat due to potential development,
conflicts in the use of the countryside, habitat loss and lack of knowledge of
the area’s social history and archaeological past.
It is hoped that if the bid is successful it will help protect and nurture
Charnwood Forest. There are a variety of methods to find out more and
share your views to help the project.
These include a post on Facebook at www.facebook.com/charnwoodbid or
a tweet at twitter.com/charnwoodbid or by visiting
survs.com/survey/qtok2r3hna to carry out an online survey.
There are also more traditional methods of finding out more information
online at www.nationalforest.org/involved/cfl_partnership.php or by email at
charnwoodbid@nationalforest.org. You can also phone on 01283 551 211.
Editor
Lacemaking and Luddites subject of popular talk
There was a full house at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall in January for the
Friends of Charnwood Forest meeting and guest speaker Tony Jarram’s talk
about ‘Lacemakers and Luddites’. There were about 50 members present
and the committee were particularly pleased to welcome around 40 visitors.
Tony’s talk covered nearly 500 years from the first stocking machines to
recent times. He reviewed the various stages of machine development and
their successes and failures.
Perhaps the most fascinating aspect of his talk was his account of the
attack on Heathcote’s mill in Loughborough on 28th June 1816. There was
great resentment among the workers at that time and machine-breaking
was becoming widespread. The protesters were called Luddites after a
character called Ned Ludd (who may or may not have been an actual
person).
About 200 rioters armed with hammers and crowbars attacked and
destroyed machinery at the factory in Mill Street (now Market Street),
Loughborough. Heathcote, who lived in a house on Leicester Road,
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Loughborough, was not hurt and may have taken refuge in a secret
passage beneath the house.
That incident spelled the end of lacemaking in Loughborough and
Heathcote set up a new factory at Tiverton in Devon. Many of his former
workers went to Tiverton, some of them walking 200 miles to the new mill.
Heathcote and his partner Boden prospered in Tiverton but lacemaking also
moved to Nottingham and to Calais in France. Tony is still digging for further
facts. Was there a Ned Ludd in Anstey? How many rioters were hanged?
The same families turn up again and again in this fascinating story; not least
the Wests who were ancestors of our speaker.
Peter Bertram

Church chancel repair and heritage project
updates
A delicious cream tea was provided by
Pat Randon and her helpers to raise
funds for the chancel repair at St Paul’s
Church in Woodhouse Eaves. Those
who attended this happy afternoon
event on 14th January were fascinated
by the historic photographs and
postcards of the village, collected over a
long period by Keith Randon. It was
interesting to see how people and
places have changed over the years.
Chancel repair update
Investigations by our architect and
structural engineer have revealed the
cause of the chancel subsidence and
the extent of the damage to the
chancel structure. A proposal to rectify
the underlying problems and prevent
further subsidence has been assessed
and approved by the Historic England
and Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) teams.

Marion Porter and Carol McDermott
serving a delicious range of cakes at the
recent cream tea event at St Paul’s
Church.

We are submitting our HLF application for Phase 2 of the project this month
and if we are successful, then funding for the repairs should be made
available this summer.
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A bat survey has confirmed that we have small numbers of bats roosting in
the church, although there is no nursery. The repair work will be carried out
sensitively around the bats as they are a protected species.
With contractors already on site we may or may not also be able to take this
opportunity to build a ramp to enable access to the chancel for wheelchairs
and those with mobility problems. Our architect has come up with a very
sympathetic design for a possible ramp but we may have to raise additional
funds if we wish to complete this during the chancel repair phase of the
project, so watch this space.
Heritage project update
If Phase 2 funding is granted by the HLF it will be for the chancel repairs
and for a heritage project relating to the church building. The latter should
run both during and after the physical repairs. In the heritage arm of the
project we wish to involve as many people as possible from the local
community in research, events and activities related to the church’s
building.
The application for the Phase 2 HLF funding requires us to submit an
achievable and very extensive action plan for heritage activities. We are
now finalising this plan and hope, if our application is successful, to
implement it from June 2017 onwards.
Our heritage action plan will include the following:
• An exhibition of the history and heritage of the church building.
• Histories of people who have played an important part in the church or
to whom the church was very important.
• Quizzes for adults and children to encourage visitors to enjoy and
appreciate the wonders of the church.
• A photographic competition with a display of some of the photographs.
• Displaying to the public some, normally hidden, features of the church
and its structures.
• Talks about various aspects of the church, its history and the people
and families related to it.
• Developing a website for the heritage project.
To execute this ambitious plan we will need help and support from as many
people as possible. We are particularly looking for anyone who could help
with the following:
1. Researching the church’s historical links with the village school.
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2. Researching the lives of any local family that has had connections with
the church since it was built.
3. Obtaining oral histories and preparing and editing them.
4. Expertise in designing information boards for the exhibition.
5. Setting up and manning the exhibition.
6. Serving tea and coffee at events, staffing the doors and exhibition.
7. Fund raising and distributing flyers.
If you could offer us any help, time, skills or other support at all or have any
additional suggestions we would be very pleased to hear from you. Please
call either Hilja on (01509) 891 519 or Sue on (01509) 891 567.
We would like to thank those who have already volunteered and all who buy
National Lottery tickets; without these contributions this project would not
have been possible. Thank you for taking an interest in this exciting project;
we are finding it quite fascinating.
Sue Young and Hilja Skorupa

Scouting news
As previously mentioned in Roundabout (see p.23, Roundabout November
2016), 2017 is the 60th anniversary year of Scouting in the village. We are
now planning a number of events to help us celebrate this milestone.
Anniversary plans
Dates and venues have not been finalised yet but we are currently working
on the following:
• A dedicated service at St Paul’s Church held for us by the Reverend
Lisa Temperley-Barnes. We hope to hold this close to the actual date
of the anniversary; the group was formed on Wednesday, 13th
November 1957. Obviously, this is very close to Remembrance
Sunday so we will fine tune the dates to avoid clashing with that
service.
• A group camp to include all sections: Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers.
• A celebration evening and display of exhibits open to all those
currently and previously involved in Scouting in the village.
• A summer fun day for all the young (and not so young) people in the
village and its environs.
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The leaders are also hoping to organise a Scout camp on Brownsea Island.
This is in Poole Harbour and was the site of Robert Baden-Powell’s very
first scout camp in 1907. More details will follow as we confirm our plans.
Scouting history
In my last article I asked if there was anyone still in the parish who had
been around when Scouting started here in 1957. I was delighted to receive
a call from a long-term village resident who was one of the founders of the
Scout group at that time. I haven’t had a chance to meet him yet, but he
tells me he has a lot of memorabilia from that period including a photograph
of the group in the presence of Charles McLean, who was then the Chief
Scout (the equivalent now is Bear Grylls).
We will be gathering all such memorabilia to create an exhibition to form
part of the celebration evening mentioned in our plans above.
I have also learned that there was an even earlier, pre-war Scout group in
Woodhouse Eaves in the 1930s, which would have been in the early days
of Scouting (the first World Scout Jamboree took place in 1920). The group
inevitably folded when the Second World War broke out, but some
mementos remain including a distinctive pea-green necker or scarf.
I would like to repeat my appeal to any other scouters from this era who
have stories or items to share. Please contact me on (01509) 890 039.
Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival donations
We have recently made a number of donations to local causes from funds
raised at our 2016 scarecrow festival. The recipients include: the
Evergreens, Baptist Church lunch group, Traffic Watch, Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbours Scheme, Leicestershire Search and
Rescue, and the Little Owl Pre-School.
It is such a pleasure to be able to support other groups in the community,
and the scarecrow festival will return in 2018. This year will be a fallow year
because of all the other events we have planned to mark our anniversary.
We would like to thank the parish council for its support in making the
village hall buildings available to us and also for helping to judge the
scarecrow competition.
Jumble sale
Our next jumble, toy and book sale will be held on Saturday, 18th March, an
hour earlier than usual. Doors will open at 1pm and close at 3pm.
Graham Cameron, secretary of Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
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Coffee, cake and interior design – the perfect brew
for a new village cafe
For those looking for a place to meet or rest their weary feet, enjoy a brew
and treat themselves to a delicious cake (or
two!), a new cafe is due to open its doors in
Woodhouse Eaves sometime in early April.
The Cafe Next Door will operate alongside and
in the same premises as Barkers Interiors, an
interior design business that has been part of
the village since 1985.
Sarah Barker, who has owned the business
since 1992, said she and her family were ‘really
excited’ by the new venture. The building is
undergoing a complete renovation from floor to
chimney top ahead of the cafe’s opening.

Sarah Barker.

A ‘comfortable haven’
The cafe itself will consist of three main areas seating up to 25 people. The
design is a joint-collaboration between Sarah and her brother Jonathan.
The layout includes a spacious low seating area by the front window with an
adjacent long dining table, a second snug area around the corner near to
the cake counter and a garden room at the back, which will be perfect for
those with well-behaved dogs.
Sarah described it as
being a ‘bright, fresh
and comfortable haven’
for villagers and visiting
walkers alike. To the
rear of the cafe there
will be parking for up to
ten cars as well as a
place for cyclists to
chain up their bikes.
A local Woodhouse
Eaves resident will be
running the cafe on a
day-to-day basis and
has just started her

Barkers Interiors, which from April will also be home to
The Cafe Next Door.
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barista coffee-making training. Most of the food will be prepared on-site by a
chef who Sarah says is talented and ‘very keen’.
As well as, in Sarah’s words, ‘selling lovely cakes all day long’ there are
plans to sell ice-creams to take away, pastries and croissants every
morning, light lunches to include homemade soups, quiches and fresh
salads and brunch on weekend mornings.
The opening times have not been finalised yet but it is likely to be
somewhere in the region of 9.30am to 5pm on weekdays and Saturdays,
and 10am to 4pm on Sundays.
A mother’s inspiration
The idea to set up a cafe came to Sarah after her mother, Monica Barker,
died in October 2015. They had already started the building’s renovation,
but on her mother’s death Sarah realised how much of a ‘driving force’ she
had been for the family business and how much she missed her, as she
explains:
I have got a lovely interiors business but I also had a building in dire need
of a clear out, rebuild and restructure and then wondered what could be
done with the space created? I’m not quite sure how the cafe idea came
about but I think perhaps my mum is still coordinating things! When I
mentioned the idea for a cafe, my brother said ‘brilliant I’ll help you’ and
he’s helped with a lot of the design work. In addition, I’ve had the most
amazing support from people in the village suggesting contacts for various
aspects of work that needed to be done, such as sourcing coffee,
plasterers, builders and painters. How it’s all slipped into place is very
bizarre but we are now very close to opening a cafe.

The building has been gutted and renovated from scratch and it has also
been a chance for a good ‘de-clutter and clear-out’. Barkers Interiors was
founded by Sarah’s great-grandfather Harry Barker in Syston in 1908 and
before the renovation work started, every room of the building was full of
business-related items including ledgers dating back to 1908 and original
William Morris wallpaper.
Sarah is hoping that the renovations should help her interior design
customers, not only because put-upon husbands can enjoy a coffee while
their wives browse through the catalogues, but also because the interiors
showroom will be tidier and better organised.
Good omens
The Cafe Next Door, according to long-standing neighbours, is apparently
not the first cafe to have traded on this site. Sarah said she has been told
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that at one point there were 29 cafes or tearooms in Woodhouse Eaves.
Her building used to be home to one called the Windmill Cafe and while she
is not sure if it was open just after the Second World War or thereabouts
she understands that it was run by three sisters.
The sisters’ speciality was ‘eggy bread’ (otherwise known as French toast
and a traditional way to turn an old loaf into a dessert by frying slices of
bread in a milk and egg mixture) something which they could provide in
abundance as the land behind the building had been given over to rearing
ducks and geese and they had a supply of fresh eggs. Sarah said she
wanted to find a recipe for ‘eggy bread’ so they can make it and bring the
story full circle.
She is also hoping that somebody from the parish might be able to shed
some light on an interesting find discovered during the course of the
building’s renovation work.
While working in the
roof the builders
recovered a large
slab of slate that had
been holding up the
chimney stack.
Etched into it are the
words: ‘Pollards,
dealers in tea, coffee
and tobacco’.
It is possible that the
The mysterious Pollards slate found supporting the building’s
etching is a
chimney stack.
coincidence and the
slate had only been
sourced and fitted for its chimney-propping values, but Sarah was
wondering whether it could be an indication that the building had an even
earlier association with tea and coffee than when it was the Windmill Cafe
back in the middle of the 20th century.
The building is certainly old enough as its origins date back to when it was
three or four cottages for workers from the Herrick estate and built from
stones taken from the nearby fields.
Whatever the case, the prospect of a new cafe opening in the parish is
certainly an exciting one.
Dawn Kirby
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Alternative transport to and from Woodhouse
villages
Parish clerk Ann Irving has compiled the following information about alternative
methods of transport for those who do not have use of a car and are faced with
situations where the bus is not always a practical way to travel. Ed.

Apart from normal buses there are other ways to get to shops and other
places outside the parish; some are aimed at people with limited mobility.
Help to the hospital
The Hospital Hopper (for the University Hospitals of Leicester) runs every
30 minutes from Monday to Friday between the Leicester Royal Infirmary,
Glenfield Hospital and Leicester General Hospital. It also includes stops at
Leicester railway station and the LOROS Hospice. The service is run by
CentreBus and you can catch the Hospital Hopper from the Beaumont Leys
Shopping Centre via the 154 bus service that goes through Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves.
Visit www.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk/patients/getting-to-hospital/bustravel/hospital-hopper-bus for more information.
Dial-a-ride
The Dial-a-ride service will take you almost anywhere locally, for example,
to the dentist or chiropodist, for essential shopping, to community activities
or visits to friends and relations.
For hospital visits, the driver will wait for up to one hour. For other visits the
driver will come back for you at an agreed time. The charges are based on
zones and you will be told how much it will cost when you make a booking.
Bus passes and vouchers are accepted.
Typical costs in October 2016 include a return to Loughborough costing
£6.20 and a return journey to Leicester Royal Infirmary costing £21.10. For
more information or to book call (01509) 267 147 between 9am and 12pm
and try to give at least a day’s notice but more if possible.
Door-to-door
A weekly door-to-door service connecting Woodhouse villages to
Loughborough is run by John Storer Charnwood’s community transport on
Fridays and costs between £1.10 and £2.90 return depending on where you
live. Collection from Woodhouse villages is at around 10.30am and the
return is at around 2.30pm. Bus passes and vouchers are accepted. To
book call (01509) 631 761.
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A weekly door-to-door service connecting Woodhouse villages to
Loughborough is run by John Storer Charnwood’s community transport on
Fridays and costs between £1.10 and £2.90 return depending on where you
live. Collection from Woodhouse villages is at around 10.30am and the
return is at around 2.30pm. Bus passes and vouchers are accepted. To
book call (01509) 631 761.
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbours Scheme
This is a network of local people who can help with transport and other
needs. For more information call 07561 890 100 between 9am and 7pm.
Shopmobility mobility scooter and wheelchair hire
This free service is available from Loughborough Town Hall passageway
and run by Charnwood Borough Council. You can be collected from your
home but you must first register with proof of your identity and book
transport in advance. The service is open from 10am to 4pm from Monday
to Saturday (last loan at 3pm). For more details, email
shopmobility@charnwood.gov.uk or call (01509) 634 706.
This information and a lot of other resources are also available to see on
the ‘Community’ page of the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/community-and-magazine.html
Ann Irving

March in the cottage garden
March is all about anticipation in the garden – will the start of spring bring
promising temperatures and welcome sunny days, or will winter linger
outstaying its welcome?
Whatever the weather brings, this month will see a lot of change in the
garden in terms of plant growth and some welcome flowering. Swelling
buds on trees provide the longed-for kick-start to spring, but it is down at
ground level that we really see the beginnings of new life.
New shoots of hardy perennials push up through the earth and begin to
form clumps of green while flowering bulbs such as narcissus and crocus
take on the role of cheering us up after the long winter months and we
gardeners start to turn our minds to ‘doing’ instead of just thinking.
Plants to look out for
There are some plants everyone associates with the beginning of spring:
the cheery bright-yellow flowers of forsythia and tiny scented jewel-like
flowers of daphne; the showy blooms of camellias and azaleas are all
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shrubs well worth investing in for an early ‘hit’ of spring. In the herbaceous
border choose perennials such as pulmonaria, primula, bergenia, hellebore
and pulsatilla for their spring flowers.
No spring garden can do without the early-flowering bulbs. I simply adore
the miniature flower heads of narcissus tete-a-tete as they never fail to bring
a smile to my face. A patch of bright-coloured crocuses under a tree or in a
lawn can also draw the eye. Nodding blue heads of scilla also look great
under trees and shrubs, as do the tiny blue and white star-shaped flowers of
chionodoxa.
What to do in March
This month sees the growing season begin in earnest and it is a good idea
to try and stay ahead of the game. Pick off developing seed heads from
early flowering bulbs such as narcissus but leave the foliage to die back
naturally, putting energy back into the bulbs.
If you haven’t done so already, finish pruning roses, but do this earlier rather
than later. Tidy up alpines on rockeries and in pots as they begin to flower,
removing dead foliage and mulching with fresh grit. Start to sow hardy
annuals straight into the ground such as nasturtium and California poppies.
In the vegetable garden it is a good idea to sow early if you like your
carrots. Sowing early will help avoid carrot fly as these destructive pests
tend to spend the early spring on cow parsley or parsnips, moving onto
carrots when these come to an end. Grow them at this time under fleece or
cloches.
Jerusalem artichokes are an interesting vegetable, but one of those I have
come to find you either love or hate to eat (I like them while my partner
prefers to abstain)! Roasted, fried as chips or made into soup, they are a
handy root vegetable you can eat through the winter months. Plant them
now at a depth of between 10 and 15 centimetres and about 30 centimetres
apart. A word of warning: keep them contained, as they do tend to spread if
they are left unchecked.
Lastly, treat your senses and your cooking to some fresh young herb plants
that become available in early spring. Plant them in containers and place
near to the house for a feast of welcome scents and easy access for
picking.
In the greenhouse get crops such as lettuce and tender herbs off to a good
start by sowing indoors. French and runner beans can also be sown in pots
to be planted outside later in the year.
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Signs of spring
Mowing the lawn for the first time is always a herald of spring for me. I must
admit it is not a job I particularly enjoy, but the smell of freshly mown grass
and the subsequent vibrant green of new shoots signifies for me that the
growing season has well and truly started. A good tip to tidying up a lawn
after winter is to re-cut the edges with a half-moon edging tool; you’ll be
amazed at the difference a neat edge makes!
Get ahead of slugs and snails by applying barrier products around
vulnerable young shoots of hosta and other susceptible perennials. Finally,
spruce up paths and patios by applying weed-killers and cleaning products
to get rid of any winter sludge and discolouration. After a satisfying day
attending to all these jobs there’s a sigh of relief to be back among the smell
and vigour of a garden coaxed back to life.
I love to wander around the flower beds, a steaming mug of tea in my
hands, and note each new clump of growth, each new flower or budding
branch and I’m impatient for the explosion of life to follow, which will come
all too quickly in the months ahead.
Jo Poultney
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A tasty way to celebrate St David’s Day
With St David’s Day on 1st March our newest editor Janine Ainscow shares with us a
Welsh family secret recipe for Welsh cakes so that we can enjoy a taste of Wales here
in the heart of England. Ed.

Ingredients for Welsh cakes
One-and-a-half pounds self-raising flour
12 oz sugar
4 oz margarine (or butter)
4 oz lard (or Trex)
6 oz currants (or sultanas or raisins)
2 eggs
2 or 3 tablespoons of milk
2 teaspoons of mixed spice or cinnamon
Method
1. Rub the fats into the flour until the mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs.
2. Stir through the sugar, dried fruit and mixed spice.
3. Make a well in the middle of the dry mixture and pour in the lightly beaten
eggs.
4. Start to incorporate the dry mix
into the eggs to form a ball of
dough, adding milk as required
so that the dough is stiff but not
dry.
5. Roll out the mixture to
approximately one centimetre in
depth and cut into circles with a
fluted cutter.
6. Cook for approximately two
minutes on a pre-heated castiron flat pan (or a lightly-oiled,
heavy-bottomed frying pan). Turn
and cook on the other side for
one to two minutes.
7. Cool on a wire rack and enjoy.
Janine Ainscow
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found inside the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Unusual animal rescues

Ingenuity with LEGO

Animals can get into all sorts of
scrapes. According to a RSPCA list
of animal rescues for 2016, among
their most unusual call-outs was
rescuing a sheep after it got its
head stuck in a traffic cone. A
seagull in Newport needed a clean
but was otherwise unharmed after it
turned orange after falling into a vat
of cold Tandoori curry. A pet corn
snake called Vecky was discovered
trapped in its owner’s vacuum
cleaner three months after it had
gone missing – www.news.sky.com,
29th December 2016.
Bubble record
I am always amazed at the
possibilities that these little building
blocks evoke.

Czech artist Matej Kodes set a new
record for ‘most people surrouned
by a soap bubble’ when he
encompassed 275 students and a
car, an area of 11 metres by 7.5
metres, with a ‘bubble screen’. The
current Guinness World Record for
‘most people inside a soap bubble’
is held by the same artist and
stands at 214 people –
uk.reuters.com, 19th January 2017.
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As we look ahead to the spring here
is a LEGO sculpture of a humming
bird. For more images of creativity
featuring these fantastic little bricks,
including sculptures of superheroes,
sushi, an ocean wave and even
working musical instruments visit
www.checkthisyo.com/amazinglego-art/
March madness
Let’s hope the Anglo-Saxon names
for ‘March’; ‘hlyd monath’ (stormy
month) and ‘hraed monath’ (rugged
month) are over exaggerations! –
www.projectbritain.com/year/march.
htm
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible. Pictures are welcome: digital if
you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
normally accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers,
Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the Roundabout
email address given below.
Copy deadline: Submissions to the April 2017 issue should be sent in by
Friday, 10th March. Send any material for Roundabout via email to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Codeword solution
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What’s on in March
6th

7.00

Wed 8th

7.30

Mon

6.00 –
10.00

Sun

10th
&
24th
12th

Mon

13th

7.30

Wed 15th

7.30

Fri

Sat

18th

Sat
&
Sun
Mon

18th
&
19th
20th

7.30

1.00 –
3.00
All day

7.30

Wed 22nd

7.30

Thu

23rd

7.00

Sat

25th

2.00

March
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
All welcome
Leics.& Rutland Wildlife Trust annual
general meeting(AGM), ‘Leicestershire
Churchyards’, Steve Woodward
Beaumanor Hall pie nights. To book a
table call (01509) 890 119
Great Central Railway Swap Meet. A
chance to buy railway memorabilia like
badges, buttons, photos, etc.
Local history group, ‘The battle of
Bosworth and its aftermath’, Darren
Harris
WI, ‘The life of a lady’s maid’, Jo
Golby. Comp: a potty of the era
(1890s)
Woodhouse Eaves Scouts’ jumble
sale. Refreshments available
Great Central Railway Spring Diesel
Gala. For more visit
www.gcrailway.co.uk
Friends of Charnwood Forest’s AGM,
then ‘English and Welsh Wine: the
local connection’, Liz Robson
Film show, Truth, starring Cate
Blanchett and Robert Redford. Light
refreshments or BYO
Concert by students from Welbeck
Defence Sixth Form College with raffle
and refreshments (see advert p 28)
Woodhouse Eaves Guides’ opening of
new Little Free Library project.
Refreshments available

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Village Hall
Village Hall,
£2.50 member,
£3 visitor
Beaumanor
Hall, £10.95 pp.
Quorn &
Woodhouse
station, £5
Methodist
Church, £3
visitor
Village Hall

Village Hall,
50p
Quorn &
Woodhouse
station
Village Hall, £3
visitor
Village Hall, £4
newsagent or
on the door
St Paul’s
Church, £5 on
door
Village hall,
bring used
books

