Editorial policy
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The final decision rests with the editors.
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inside the back cover.
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Editor’s note
March always makes me thinks of wild winds and the mad March Hare from
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland – perhaps it’s because it would be rather
nice to always be stuck at tea time! It’s also the time when the clocks
change, which means we’re coming out of hibernation.
This month’s Roundabout gives us a whiff of springtime, with stories of life
in bloom and our parish springing into action to promote social change. I
was impressed to learn about the enthusiasm and ideas generated by the
new WhatsApp group set up to reduce our use of plastic (see p.15). I hope
you’ll be spurred on, as I have been, to join the group and adopt at least
one of the tips it suggests.
It is fantastic news to learn that a partnership of local agencies has won a
£2.5m Heritage Lottery Fund Grant to protect Charnwood Forest’s character
and heritage (see p.18) so I’m looking forward to seeing how this project
develops over the next few years.
The Scouts recently celebrated 60 years in Woodhouse Eaves and in the
article on page 11, one of the group’s founder members looks back on the
early days of the group; while on page 26 Mark Temple reminisces about
his closet flower arranging days in an amusing reflection on his childhood.
Caroline Pook

Parish council news
Summer blooms
Colourful hanging baskets will improve the centre of Woodhouse Eaves,
thanks to a wonderful donation from the annual Horticultural Show
Committee. Initially, this will mean a rented scheme, but the committee
hopes that the parish council will be able to buy the baskets for local people
(more later) to refill in future. Meanwhile, the council will discuss the choice
and testing of the relevant street lighting columns with Highways officers,
who have strict rules that depend on the strength of the columns.
New police officers for our villages
The council welcomes PCSO Tom Barker and Beat Officer Rachel
Chapman to our parish, and has asked that monthly reports on local crime
will continue to be sent.
Parking on Maplewell Road
Cars parking on both sides cause congestion, not only for bin lorries and
farm tractors but also for residents trying to carry on their usual business.
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County Councillor Deborah Taylor had asked Leicestershire Highways
about extending the yellow no parking lines a little further on the right-hand
side but this was refused. However, she has been asked to persuade
officers to think again. We have supplied photos to illustrate the problem.
Young children’s support services
Until 22nd April you can comment on Leicestershire County Council
proposals to combine some services and reduce others, including Sure
Start centres, which do so much to help families that need support. Go to
www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/current-consultations/early-helpreview to see the consultation.
Overnight stays at Maplewell Hall School
Leicestershire County Council’s proposed closure of overnight stays at
Maplewell Hall School was discussed again at the last council meeting.
The opportunity for students to sleep over for a night or more means they
can avoid long journeys to school, and also gives them the chance to
socialise with their peers; it also means their families can spend some time
with their other children. Councillor Taylor and the council will send
comments to the final consultation to try to keep this facility open, as it
brings huge benefits to the young people who attend.
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96,580 new homes?
The Strategic Growth Plan proposed by the Leicester & Leicestershire
Enterprise Partnership, which comprises representatives from Charnwood
and the other district councils, aims to increase the number of new houses
in Leicester and Leicestershire to 96,580 by 2031. If you wish to comment,
information is available at www.leicestershire.gov.uk/have-your-say/currentconsultations/strategic-growth-plan and the deadline is 5th April.
Speed cameras
We still haven’t heard when the speed cameras will go up, but when they
do, they will give a year's peace from the awful speeds we have recorded
over the years, topped by one at 107 mph.
Planning applications
The parish council is consulted about each new housing application
(Charnwood Borough Council makes all the decisions) and you can
see the applications online on their Planning Explorer page (see
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/planning-apps.html for a link) and the
applications are also listed on our agendas and minutes. We welcome
members of the community coming along to meetings to give their views on
particular applications. There is no need to book – just turn up.
Meetings
We had advertised the Annual Parish Electors meeting for 5th March but
will announce a new date next month, as March now seems too soon to
produce an annual report on the year’s work of the council. We are also
reviewing the start time of its meetings (currently 7pm) and will announce
any change next month. Details about meetings and documents are online
or are available from the clerk (clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk), and
agendas and minutes are on the noticeboard outside the village hall.
Next meeting: Monday, 5th March at 7pm, Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Parish Council
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News in brief
Cricket club news
It hardly seems possible with snow still forecast that the cricket season is a
mere month or so away. Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club is looking forward
to the new season with renewed optimism. The fixtures have been arranged
and hopefully we will have enough players to fulfil them. The club has been
in existence since at least 1895; however, recently we’ve had a downturn in
our fortunes because of a lack of players and funds. We only play on
Sundays, and home games are held on the ground off Main Street below
the tennis courts. It would be an ideal afternoon out for the family – there is
plenty of space for children to play and explore with a playground and
games area nearby.
In the past I have warned that the club may not be able to function much
longer, which would be a great shame; like many voluntary organisations it
relies totally on individuals giving their time and effort to maintain and run
such an enterprise. Please help us to continue by offering to play as often
as you can. If you know a neighbour, friend or relative who has played
cricket before (or not) then please try to encourage them to come along and
give it a go. Anyone over 13 years old is more than welcome. For more
details please contact me on (01509) 890 193.
John Gillingham
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Friends of Charnwood Forest committee members
Friends of Charnwood Forest would appreciate a couple more members
joining their committee. This popular group holds interesting talks in the
village hall in Woodhouse Eaves. If you would like to help, please contact
the secretary, Pat Bell, on (01509) 556 668 before the AGM on Monday,
19th March, when a film from 1970 that is still relevant today will be shown
about protecting our countryside. FOCF’s contact details can be found at:
www.focf.org.uk/contactus.html
Ann Irving
Looking after your mental health
Open Space at the Methodist church is an opportunity to drop in on any
Friday between 10am and 12pm and take a little time out from the hustle
and bustle. There are papers and magazines to read, materials available to
do some colouring in, toys and games to play with, or you could bring along
your favourite craft activity. A couple of volunteers from the church will be
there to chat to and to make you a cup of tea or coffee (free of charge) and
there may even be cake! Hope to see you there.
Eleri Bristow, Methodist Local Pastor
Windmill litter
I am one the volunteers who opens and closes the
windmill and took this photo of some empty cans
of lager on a recent Saturday. I traced the
purchase to one of our local shops and local
residents bought them, drank them up at the
windmill, then left the cans for someone else to
dispose of. Some of our citizens are too selfish to
take their own rubbish home, so other people have
to be paid to collect it. This is on top of all the
unpaid volunteers collecting other people’s
rubbish. Please think of the consequences of your
actions. Thank you.

Empty cans of lager left at the

Michael Price windmill.
Please see info from Charnwood Borough Council’s website (Ed):

It is an offence to drop, throw or deposit and leave litter anywhere.
If caught, you may face prosecution and an £80 fine. To report
litter offences, contact the council on (01509) 634 564,
cleaner.greener@charnwood.gov.uk or report online at
https://vof.charnwood.gov.uk/form/auto/es_street_cleansing.
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Dog walkers
There seems to be an increasing amount of dog mess on Maplewell Road.
Please could dog owners be considerate and clean up after their pets? The
mess makes it more difficult and unpleasant when walking through our
otherwise pretty village, especially on the way to and from school with
young children and wheeling a pushchair. At times I have had to take the
buggy into the road to avoid more widely affected areas of the pavement.
This is not safe. Buggies tend to come into the house, and dirty wheels are
not always easy to clean – and it’s not a very enjoyable job either to be
clearing dog mess off wheels or shoes. Also, when walking in the dark it is
impossible to spot the mess. Please consider others and take responsibility
for your pets.
Anonymous
Apology
In the February edition of Roundabout, the All Balls and Ashes! article was
wrongly attributed to Gill Harrison. It should have been Gill Thompson.
Apologies to Gill.
Janine Ainscow
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Scouts celebrate 60 years in Woodhouse Eaves
On the 26th November 2017, an afternoon tea was held in the Woodhouse
Eaves Village Hall to celebrate 60 years of the Woodhouse Eaves Scout
Group. It was the latest in a string of events to celebrate this incredible
landmark. The room was filled with a large number of guests: a mixture of
former and current leaders as well as long-term friends and supporters.
Many a story was shared and this gave me the idea to interview one of the
people who was there on day one so we might get a more personal flavour
of what Scouting was like in those early years of the group.
An informal start
On 13th November 1957, Stan Michalski, who was 13 years old, stood to
attention as the Union Flag was raised to formally initiate the Woodhouse
Eaves Scout Group. He freely admits that the group members didn’t really
know what they were doing but, like many things in life, you’ve got to start
somewhere! Before then, there wasn’t much for young people to do in the
village. Stan and some friends attended the Sea Cadets in Loughborough,
but they wanted something to do that was closer to home. Fortunately,
Bob Hayward (a civil servant working at Beaumanor Hall) was thinking
along the same lines, and having had some previous Scouting experience,
he founded the group. Stan then listed some names of other founding
member scouts: Jim Mothersole, Steve Bishop, Clive Rutter, Chris
Buckingham, Vic Tye, Mike Chatfield, Chris and Rod Wood, and one of the
Tebutt boys. There were about a dozen of them in those early days. The
vicar, the Reverend Robert Rankin, was very supportive and so that first
meeting took place in the stables of the vicarage. The woods behind the
proposed new headquarters provided an excellent open space for games
and other Scouting activities.
Home for over 50 years
After about three years, the clerk of the parish council, Conny Capes, who
recognised that a more permanent meeting place was needed, offered the
building behind the village hall, and this was to become home to the Scouts
for over 50 years. Initially, the building was very basic – essentially a big
barn – so the boys painted it and spruced it up. They found the old village
fire truck in there, which had two large wheels and a pull-bar on the front.
This became a trek cart that the Scouts pulled along to many camps and
events and, on one occasion, all the way to top of Beacon Hill! It was also a
great way to collect old newspapers, which were then sold to raise funds.
Stan was unsure what happened to the old trek cart after it had fulfilled its
useful life so if you have any further information please let us know.
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Owls, Woodpigeons and Badgers
In those early days there were three patrols (groups): Owls, Woodpigeons
and latterly Badgers. At Beaumanor Hall there was a plentiful supply of old
ammunition boxes and these were put to use to make patrol boxes for
storing various pieces of kit and equipment. They were painted with patrol
emblems on the front.
A couple of years after moving to their new building, Roy Porter, another
civil servant, formed the Cub Scouts for 8 to 10 year olds, (then known as
the Wolf Cubs) with the able assistance of long-term village resident Jean
Bowley. Beaver Scouts for 6 to 8 year olds followed in 1988, but closed
some time later due to low numbers. More recently, Beavers has been
rejuvenated and has run continuously since 2002. The Explorer Scouts,
for 14 to 18 year olds, was founded in 2010.
Continued involvement
Stan so enjoyed being in the Scouts
that he became the Scout Leader
when he was 19 until he got married
four years later. He also had a spell as
Chairman before finally hanging up his
woggle. That said, once a Scout…
Stan’s daughter-in-law is Group Scout
Leader in Steyning (near Brighton)
and, until very recently, Stan
accompanied them on their main camp
every year. His grandson has just
Jean Bowley, who helped to found the Cubs,
moved up to the Scouts.
enjoying the celebratory afternoon tea.
Credit: Stephen Wray

The Queen’s Scout Award
Stan is a very modest man and it wasn’t until near the very end of our
conversation that I discovered that he is one of the few to achieve the
Queen’s Scout Award. This is the highest achievement in Scouting and
takes several years of hard work to complete. It was presented to him by
none other than legendary Chief Scout, Sir Charles Maclean. Recently,
three Woodhouse Eaves Scouts have followed in Stan’s footsteps and also
gained their Queen’s Scout Award. They are Suzie Harrison, Nathaniel
Harrison and Thomas Cameron.
The joys of Scouting
I asked Stan what it was about Scouting that he enjoyed so much. He
spoke of so many wonderful things: camaraderie, working together, a sense
of purpose and wellbeing, getting involved in various things you never
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normally would, meeting people of a
similar age (from all different
backgrounds and places), taking risks,
camping, felling trees, backwoodsman
skills, camp fires, singing and, most of
all, adventure!
Apart from having fun in and around the
local villages, Stan remembers many
camping trips to places like Chatsworth
House. Back in the 60s, risk
Stan receiving his Queen’s Scout Award.
assessments were non-existent, and
health and safety was limited to using your common sense. Needless to say
that didn’t always work very well… Stan recalls one camp where a fellow
Scout managed to cut himself with an axe. Rather than call for outside help,
his friend (who was desperate to not have to go home) said, ‘Now we can
all practice first aid.’ This they tried to do and when Stan offered to go and
get his friend’s parents to take him home, he was met with the following
abrupt protest, ‘If you do that, I’ll chop my other leg off.’ Like many today,
how great was his love of Scouting!
Andrew Garland
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‘Plastic free’ – the first month
One month after the formation of the Woodhouse Eaves ‘Plastic Free’
Whatsapp group we now have 36 participants, all interested in reducing
plastic waste and brimming with ideas. Thank you all for your involvement.
There has been a fantastic sharing of knowledge and questions, successes
and setbacks in our mission to reduce our plastic waste. Our well-travelled
residents are also reporting on recycling activities in other areas, including
Wales, Devon, Germany, Portugal and New Zealand. The online group has
also introduced some new close neighbours who had not previously met
face to face.
A small but enthusiastic group met up in person to chat, have a coffee and
some cake, and to make beeswax wraps (an alternative to clingfilm or foil).
Our local beekeeper, Kyle Veitch, kindly donated the beeswax. It was fun
and some of us may try using these wraps. It also gave us the opportunity
to share our thoughts on the issue of plastic waste. A visit to the recycling
centre in Leicester is taking place soon – we will give feedback in the next
edition of Roundabout.
The group’s suggestions so far
1. Take your own containers to the butcher’s and the fish van.
2. Straws suck – unless you use a paper, steel or bamboo one.
3. Use a milk delivery service (for milk and juice in glass bottles). Milk and
More already visits the village. Tel: (0845) 606 3606.
4. Buy loose fruit and veg: from the market, farm shops or self-scan at
some supermarkets.
5. Carry your own cloth bag for loose produce.
6. Buy bread plastic free – Woodhouse Eaves is lucky enough to have its
own plastic-free baker (www.kneadgoodbread.co.uk) and you can also
buy some unwrapped bread at Spar and the butcher’s.
7. Have a cuppa but maybe leave out the tea bag, which generally include
20 per cent plastic. (Who knew?!) Try Pukka or Jacksons of Piccadilly
tea bags, which are plastic free or stick to loose tea.
8. Use dishwasher/washing powder in boxes, and bars of soap instead of
liquid in dispensers. You can get refills for Ecover in Traidcraft Ashby.
9. Recycle old calendars as wrapping paper or use brown paper with a bit
of trendy raffia and some graffiti.
10. Revert back to tins or jars of honey and syrup. It’s always a pain getting
that last bit out of a bottle anyway!
11. Buy big pots of yogurt and add your own flavours.
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12. Clean your teeth – but what about the 300 plastic toothbrushes that the
average person uses in their life? They are not recyclable! Maybe
choose a bamboo alternative. See suggested stockists below.
13. Check out ‘World Earth Day and the secret life of the Toothbrush’ online
(www.dentalhealth.org/blog/blogdetails/157) for lots of ideas to keep on
using that old brush in peculiar ways.
14. And last but not least for now – make your own fizz in glass bottles
(Soda stream) – gin optional extra!
Sign a petition
In the wider world, you can add your support to reducing the use of plastic
by signing petitions. Here are some links if you would like to add your name:
Stop supermarkets selling raw fruit and vegetables in plastic packaging
http://chn.ge/2Euoh9V
Remove plastic from tea bags
https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/remove-plastics-from-tea-bags
Ditch throwaway plastic
https://secure.greenpeace.org.uk/page/s/plastic-free-supermarkets
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Some useful websites
www.charnwood.gov.uk/files/documents/our_big_guide_to_recycling/SER78
1_Charnwood%20Recycling%20Booklet.pdf – the new Big Guide to
Recycling
www.terracycle.com/ – for alternative ways to recycle
www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-42264788? – seven charts that
explain the plastic pollution problem
https://andkeep.com – suppliers of eco-friendly goods
www.savesomegreen.co.uk – bamboo toothbrushes and more
www.lessplastic.co.uk – offers ideas, strategies and products to tackle
ocean plastic
If you are interested in joining the Woodhouse Eaves Whatsapp group,
please email me at cherriewhatmuff@hotmail.com with your name and
mobile phone number. The aim of the group is to share our experiences of
reducing plastic waste in a non-judgemental and supportive forum.
Cherie Whatmuff
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‘Charnwood rocks’ with new heritage funding
Living here in Charnwood, we experience the unique nature of our local
landscape daily. Now a partnership of local agencies and organisations has
won Heritage Lottery funding of £2.5 million to both promote and protect
Charnwood Forest’s character and natural heritage.
A need for sustainable growth
Charnwood has international importance for its rocks and fossils, and the
underlying rock structures of Charnwood give rise to the area’s unique
nature. However, the character and value of the geology and landscape has
been widely overlooked, and Charnwood Forest as a region does not hold
any special protected status. The area is ringed by towns and cities that are
forecast to grow above the national average, and tourist pressure on the
region is increasing. Charnwood is, in effect, an island of biodiversity and
geodiversity, yet much of this is already being lost. It is expected that the
number of houses will rise by 18,000 in the next decade. With nearly 1.5
million people from diverse communities living within half an hour’s drive,
tourist pressure is increasing, and measures for sustainable growth need to
be developed, as well as greater opportunities for everyone to engage with
the region. As David Attenborough said, ‘No one will protect what they don’t
care about, and no one will care about what they have never experienced.’
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The Landscape Partnership
A ‘landscape partnership’ of local authorities, agencies, user groups and
land management organisations, working to manage and promote the
unique cultural and heritage features of the area, has recently been
successful in securing Heritage Lottery Funding of £2.5 million to establish
the Charnwood Forest Regional Park. The partnership will invest around
£3.9 million pounds over the next seven years in projects enabling people to
explore, understand and care for Charnwood. The Landscape Partnership
identifies that:
‘We need to make Charnwood relevant to people in the 21st century; raise
the profile of this important landscape and its role in growth; and identify
where Charnwood can contribute to the economy, health and wellbeing,
and to wider environmental ‘services’. Otherwise, the ‘hidden’ heritage of
Charnwood will be gradually lost until all that is left is its name.’

Exciting projects are being structured around three main themes to raise
awareness of Charnwood’s unique natural assets: Explore Charnwood,
Understand Charnwood, and Care for Charnwood.
Explore and Understand Charnwood
Explore Charnwood encapsulates projects to encourage visitors in a
sustainable way, developing a more joined-up network of off-road routes
such as footpaths and cycle ways, creating a programme of outreach
activities to engage local people, and supporting small-scale businesses
catering for tourists. In Understand Charnwood, research will be supported
into our local heritage to unearth what makes Charnwood special.
Educational and training initiatives will be developed for schools and the
wider community. Charnwood will be celebrated through activities such as
the arts and events to encourage people to engage with local landscapes.
Caring for Charnwood
In Caring for Charnwood there will be a strong focus on enhancing our
geological heritage by interpreting and protecting important fossil sites and
investigating our distinct built environment. A network of wildlife sites will
restore and protect biodiversity in the area. There will be new opportunities
for volunteering and training, as well as grants for community organisations
to celebrate their heritage, and for landowners to manage the landscape.
Promoting business and protecting against house development
There will be challenges in implementing the projects, but sensitive
management of ‘honey pot’ sites such as Bradgate Park and Beacon Hill,
and the development of a more sustainable transport network, are all
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integral to the funding, as is encouraging small-scale tourist businesses.
Even more important is that increased awareness of the unique character of
Charnwood Forest will protect our beautiful area against insensitive housing
development.
So keep a look out for all the opportunities to be had over the next few
years to get involved with this exciting project, so it can truly be said that
‘Charnwood rocks’!
Kate Moore

The night sky in spring
The ancient Greeks were responsible for giving us the word planet.
They viewed the night sky as consisting of fixed stars, whose motion was
consistent relative to each other, and a small number of asters planetai or
wandering stars, whose position changed with the seasons against the
backdrop of other stars. They identified seven planets, five of which we
recognise today: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. It may seem
odd with our current knowledge, but the other planets were the Sun and
Moon, both of which were then believed to orbit the Earth. In the 16 th
century, Copernicus proved that the Sun, not the Earth, was the centre of
the solar system, which led to the reclassification of Earth as a planet.
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Viewing Jupiter and Saturn
Spring is the best time of the year to take a look at the two biggest planets
in the solar system. Early in May, Jupiter will be at its closest to Earth and
will be brighter than at any other time in the year, while Saturn is at its
closest to us in early June. Both will be visible as bright stars, low in the
southern sky. Jupiter will rise first so will appear to be more towards the
west than Saturn.
Jupiter is, by far, the largest of all the planets in the solar system and is two
and half times heavier than all the other planets combined (although it is still
only 0.1 per cent of the mass of the Sun). The famous red spot of Jupiter is
a hurricane that been raging for at least 300 years and is twice the diameter
of Earth. Jupiter’s huge size is thought to have been pivotal in creating the
conditions for intelligent life on Earth, as it mops up the majority of stray
asteroids and comets that may otherwise have hit our planet.
If you point a small telescope or a pair of binoculars at Jupiter, you will be
replicating an experiment that transformed astronomy. In 1610, Gallileo
pointed his newly invented telescope at Jupiter and was astonished to see
three bright stars near the planet. When he looked again the next day he
noticed that they had moved to the other side of the planet. Eventually
Gallileo identified four of Jupiter’s moons, each equivalent in size or bigger
than our own moon.
When we think about Saturn, we immediately focus on its rings, and they
were another of Gallileo’s discoveries, which he described as Saturn’s
‘ears’. The rings are made up of millions of giant snowballs, most likely
formed from the debris of moons and comets broken apart by Saturn’s
strong gravity. Despite being 180,000 miles in diameter (over 20 times the
diameter of Earth), they are extraordinarily thin, with the majority being only
30 feet wide. You can see the rings quite clearly with a telescope, and you
may even be able to catch sight of them with a good pair of binoculars
attached to a tripod.
Titan – Saturn’s largest moon
The orange ‘star’ that can be seen to accompany Saturn is its largest moon,
Titan. We have learnt a great deal about Titan from the Cassini-Huygens
space probe, which spent 13 years exploring Saturn and its moons. Like
Earth, Titan has an atmosphere made mostly of nitrogen and lakes on its
surface, although you may not want to go swimming in them as they are
mostly methane! Nevertheless, Titan is many scientists’ best bet for the
existence of extra-terrestrial life in our solar system. In fact, Cassini was
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deliberately crashed into Saturn last year at the
end of its mission to avoid the risk of
contamination of Titan or another moon with
bacteria from Earth.
The International Space Station
Moons are considered to be natural satellites of
the planets, but Earth has approximately 2,300
artificial satellites orbiting above us. Some of
these can be seen with the naked eye,
including the largest satellite made by humans,
the International Space Station. With an area of The methane lakes of Titan, as
about half a football field, the large solar panels viewed by the Cassini space
probe. Credit NASA
of the space station can be seen to reflect the
Sun’s light, enabling us to view the station without binoculars. This normally
happens just before dawn or just after sunset, so spring is a good time to try
to spot it, before the days get too long.
It appears as if it were a very fastmoving aeroplane or star, moving in a
straight line across the sky, but you
have to be ready to spot it – normally it
is only visible for three minutes or less.
Fortunately, NASA provide a website
that gives a fortnightly update on the
precise time and direction that the
station can be seen
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/home.cfm.
The solar panel array on the International
To coincide with this issue, the space
Space Station reflects light from the Sun to
station is visible for three minutes on
make it visible with the naked eye. Credit
NASA
1st March at 5.59am.
Ed Ainscow

Poetry please – WI January meeting
The Woodhouse Eaves WI meeting held on 17th January 2018 was its
usual mix of variety, serious business and fun, and included poetry,
competition updates and time capsules!
Business as usual
Our president, Brenda Chance welcomed one new member and two
visitors. Our meetings always begin with news of future WI events, led by
our secretary, Jeanne Rodwell. The events are organised at one of four
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levels: first, by our own WI; second, at group level, together with one or
more other WIs (Loughborough Ladies, Mountsorrel, Nanpantan, Quorn
and Thorpe Acre); third, at county level, by the Leicestershire and Rutland
Federation; and fourth, nationally, by the National Federation of Women’s
Institutes. There is no pressure to attend any of the events, but they cater
for a wide variety of interests and are on offer for all members.
And the winner is…
At most WI meetings there is an optional competition, which might be to
bring in an item of interest or to create an original piece of work. The visiting
speaker judges the competition entries and points are awarded. The 2017
results were announced with the overall winner being Barbara McNab, who
received a gift voucher. The competitions are organised by Jean Bowley,
who maintains the monthly points records and keeps us in suspense until
the end of the year before announcing the winner.
The inter-WI darts competition will be starting soon, and members have
been practising hitting that bullseye!
January’s competition was to write a haiku (a Japanese verse form
consisting of three lines with five syllables in the first line, seven in the
second and five in the third). Several members submitted an entry, the
winner being Jane Futcher with this haiku:
Morning dawns, bright, cold
Snow lies softly all around
I rise, greet the day
Other entries included:
Birds in the garden
Chirping in the trees all day
Bring much joy to me
(Norma Underwood)

Frost outlines each twig
Snow covers fields whilst the sun
Warms my upturned face

Continuing the poetry theme, we sat back to enjoy poems written and read
by our speaker, Delia Bennett, with most of the poems featuring childhood
memories or family life. Many were humorous and some poignant.
Is it Time Capsule time?
The content of our meeting is varied, so as well as poetry, we also had a
lively discussion on whether to open the WI Time Capsule (sealed in 2000),
with those old enough to remember the television programme Take Your
Pick shouting ‘Open the box’! The WI is nothing if not democratic, however,
and a show of hands resulted in the decision not to open the time capsule
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now. One of the members then told us that the label on it read ‘NOT TO BE
OPENED UNTIL 2050’ – we could have been told earlier!
The meeting also included a run through of the 2018 budget by our
Treasurer, Pauline Knowles, and a vote of thanks by Vice-President Susan
Towe to the speaker. See ‘What’s On’ for details of our next meeting.
Judith Harrison

Ancient footpaths, bridleways and green lanes
The February meeting of the local history group was entitled ‘Ancient
footpaths, bridleways and green lanes’. This interesting talk was given by
Vicky Allen, President and Networks Officer of the Leicestershire & Rutland
Bridleways Association, and a Member of the Leicestershire Local Access
Forum’s Unrecorded Ways Research Group.
Transport by water and road
From Roman times, water transport by river and sea was the easiest and
quickest way of moving people and goods, for example, from Nottingham to
Leicester, using the rivers Trent and Soar. However, getting to and from
water required roads. Roman roads survived into the post-conquest era and
became the royal roads of England, providing direct and relatively easy
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travel for administrators and kings. An example was King Richard II who
rode down Watling Street in Leicestershire to Westminster overnight with
just one change of horse.
Early transport of goods would be by pack horse, donkey or mule – often
tied together head to tail in strings of 20 or more animals. Goods were also
transported by ox carts but these were heavy and slow. Early roads were
often used for droving cattle, and the wide verges on the local Wolds from
the Durham Ox pub on the Fosse Way to Loughborough Market give a clue
to an old droving route. The rights of ‘drift’ or droving can be recorded on a
modern bridleway and indicate that the right to drive animals is included in
the rights for ‘all-purpose’ public roads.
Road conditions
Before 1600, roads were in a poor condition, and Leicestershire suffered
from being largely on the Midlands clay belt (as I’m sure many local
gardeners will agree!). If routes had any form of stone cover, these would
be from local fields and only used in very wet spots. Road paving was
unusual and, even in 1571, required an Act of Parliament for the paving of a
street in Aldgate, London.
In 1593, the Statute Mile was adopted of 1,760 yards so that distances
could be measured accurately. Parishes were responsible for road repairs,
and Mary Tudor required four days’ work on roads from parishioners per
year, increased to six days by the reign of Elizabeth I. The last journey of
Mary, Queen of Scots from Chartley, in Staffordshire, to Fotheringhay near
Stamford (where she was later executed) passed through Leicester and
was mainly on bridleways through empty countryside rather than roads – a
careful choice when escorting an important political prisoner.
The 17th century and Civil War saw more travellers but not much
improvement of the roads. There is an early route map from London to
Derby through Charnwood from John Ogilby’s Britannia, dated 1675, in a
format for riders and coachmen, showing the route as a single line. Older
readers might recall that the AA and RAC used the same format in the
1950s. William III also travelled to Leicestershire and in 1695 came from
Belton House, near Grantham, to Bradgate House, crossing the brook at
Anstey hence ‘King William’s Bridge’.
Improvements in the 18th and 19th centuries
The 18th century was a time of improvements, and mapping was started by
the military, which needed to know the best routes for their heavy guns –
the Ordnance which is the origin of the ‘Ordnance Survey’. In 1751, turnpike
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roads came to Leicestershire from London and, by 1725, through to Derby
via Loughborough. Engineers such as McAdam and Telford developed
better ways of constructing a road, and many of these are still with us today.
An amusing illustration was of a map produced in 1825 by C&J Greenwood
of the Leicester for the Nobility, Clergy and Gentry of the County. By the
1820s Ordnance Survey maps were being sold to the public to support the
peacetime cost of surveying, and the first for Leicestershire was published
in 1824.
The 19th century was a time of rapid development with steam engines,
canals and, by the end, motor vehicles. In 1850, John Flower founded the
Leicestershire Footpaths Association (LFA), which is now the oldest
campaigning group in the world. We owe LFA a debt for the thoroughness
of Leicestershire’s Definitive Map of Footpaths and Bridleways in
Charnwood Forest, published in 1904.
20th century pressures
In the 20th century, growing pressure from an increasing population,
industrialisation, housing and transport had an impact on the countryside
and ‘footpaths, bridleways and greenlanes’, and various Acts of Parliament
have been passed in 1932, 1948, 1968, 1991, 2000 and 2006 – the last
having a 2026 cut-off for claiming unextinguished historic rights.
Vicky ended her detailed and interesting talk by giving her views on what is
required to educate the public about the countryside.
Stuart Tyler

‘Oasis Man’ – confessions of a closet flower arranger
At Coningsby in Lincolnshire, where I grew up, concerns over dry rot in the
1990s kick started the sale of the old Methodist Chapel, which stood
between the Victorian manse and our cottage. My early life was closely
bound to that of the chapel. So close were we that once, while
demonstrating my tennis serve in our back garden to a friend, I smashed a
leaded pane in the church porch.
For many years my mother assumed the role of key-holder, with the keys
being attached to a wooden cotton reel, hung on a nail just inside our
kitchen door. My brother and I spent several years attending Sunday school
and carol services.
Each June, wooden trestles would be erected to support a large platform in
front of the pulpit. Around 30 children would fill the stage ready for the
afternoon service when we would sing and deliver rather twee recitations,
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each one chosen because of its inspiring spiritual or moral message. I can
still remember a verse I recited:
The best thing when you’re playing is to play the game right well
Drive the ball upon the green or shoot to ring the bell
Get your service o’er the net, or ride to clear the gate
But when it’s life you’re playing at, just play it clear and straight.

The biennial flower festival
The other big event on the church calendar was the biennial flower festival,
for which our chapel had a fine reputation. The ladies of the church took
many months to plan this and everything was organised down to the last
sprig of ‘Ulster Mary’ (alstroemeria). Those trestles used for the anniversary
were laid across the pews down both
sides of the church and across the rear,
adjacent to the treacly oak panels of the
vestibule. Members of the local flower
club were usually awarded a trestle each,
while nervous amateurs and latecomers
were allocated a windowsill that would
accommodate a smaller arrangement.
The ‘plum spot’ behind the communion
rail, in front of the pulpit, was the territory
Some of the arrangements from the
of Mrs Cammack, who ran the local
florists; the church knew on which side its flower festival.
bread was buttered! The curved mahogany pediment above the vestry door
was a challenge, normally allocated to the youngest member of the flower
club who was still sprightly enough to balance on a stepladder while
completing their arrangement one handed.
Literary references and local luminaries
Everything was fragrant, lush and colourful; minimalism and ikebana
(Japanese flower arranging) hadn’t reached Coningsby yet. Each festival
had a particular theme, arrived at after much debate, introduced by way of a
printed guide. One year, literary quotes were selected as the festival theme.
So Beryl Walker interpreted Luke 12, inviting us to: ‘Consider the lilies of the
field how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin.’ Then there was my
mother’s choice, prompted by some lines by Alfred, Lord Tennyson:
In the Spring a livelier iris changes on the burnish'd dove;
In the Spring a young man's fancy lightly turns to thoughts of love.

‘Local luminaries’ were the subject of another year’s celebrations. The
obvious candidates were there: Isaac Newton, John Franklin, Joseph Banks
and Lord Tennyson of course. But also allowed 15 minutes of fame were
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Billy Butlin, Tony Jacklin (the golfer) and George Boole (the mathematician
noted for his work on Boolean Algebra).
Livening up the pews
I feel a confession is due. I must have been around 11 when, on the Friday
evening before one of these festivals, after most of the ladies had downed
their secateurs for the day, I suggested to mum that it would be nice to put
some flowers on the pew ends. We’d seen this at a similar event at
Woodhall Spa or some such place where I’d been dragged round and
where they hadn’t got the windowsills to accommodate displays.
Coningsby’s pews were chocolaty brown and quite dull, being devoid of
floral decoration, while the sides of the church were a mass of colour. My
mother ferreted out some brass tobacco tins, already adorned with
rectangles of oasis foam, criss-crossed with green tape and elastic bands. I
managed to salvage several flowers and sprigs of foliage that had been
discarded onto bed sheets strewn around the chapel floor. With some
guidance from mother on the first one, I created the remaining five
arrangements, which were duly attached onto the uprights on alternate
pews. I wasn’t sure my efforts would be appreciated when Mrs Cammack
(the floral stylistic equivalent of Gok Wan) turned up the next morning.
Arriving early to titivate her own creations and make table decorations
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for the tearoom, she made the rounds with the watering can and soon
encountered my efforts. She asked my mother who was responsible for the
pew ends. Mum explained, then sprinted home, and I was summoned round
for judgement to be delivered.
‘You didn’t do all these, did you?’ was the confusing gist of Mrs Cammack’s
remark. I replied, ‘Only five of them – Mum did the other one.’ (I was a very
literal child and wasn’t going take all of the blame.) But she didn’t censure
me, instead asking me to finish the table decorations in the tearoom while
she went off to ‘prink up the pedestals’.
So you see, I could have been a contender: ‘Oasis Man’, up there with
Llewelyn-Bowen, Titchmarsh and the like. Sadly colour blindness meant I
never did pursue a career in floristry. However, even now, 30 years later,
should my wife’s name pop up on the church flower rota, she gets the
blooms but guess who usually ends up with the job?!
Mark Temple

March in the cottage garden
If February is the month of tantalising hints of spring to come, then March is
when the garden really starts to get going. Snowdrops started things off and
are replaced by many and varied early flowering spring bulbs: the first
daffodils, fritillaries, crocus and even
some very early tulips. March is the
time when real colour starts to creep
back into the garden, and leading the
charge is green: the vibrant green of
hawthorn and horse chestnut leaves
starting to unfurl, when mixed with a
carpet of our native primrose and
hellebores, really makes my heart
sing. At the end of the month the
clocks spring forward and for us
gardeners this coincides with an
irrepressible urge to get outside and
reconnect with the garden after its
long winter sleep.
Paradise gardens – dividing up our
outdoor spaces
Any subject or hobby is kept
interesting by constantly learning new
things, and gardening is no different.
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For instance, I had not been aware that the noun ‘paradise’ actually comes
from the ancient Persian for an enclosed space or garden. I learned this
from a fascinating new series by Monty Don exploring the concept of
Islamic paradise gardens in the Far East. This knowledge, and the series
itself, got me thinking about garden design and what influences how we
plan our own gardens. One of the main features of paradise gardens is the
way that the space is always divided into four to represent the four seasons,
or the four rivers of paradise flowing with water, milk, honey and wine. This
made be think about how this ancient concept has influenced gardens in the
UK down the ages: knot gardens of the Elizabethan age, for instance, which
use a square frame for their design, or the formal layout of many gardens
attached to stately homes.
The notion of a quartered garden is often imposed on the modern gardener
by the shape of our houses and the land attached to them. On a simple
level, the idea of a garden is to create an outdoor space that provides an
opportunity to enjoy fresh air, recreation and relaxation. With this in mind I
think that even unconsciously we often fall in with that ancient notion of
division or ‘rooms’ first laid out in Persia to create gardens or outdoor
spaces that offer an escape from busy lives: the patio where we sit or dine
outside in summer; the lawn framed with beds of flowers that offers an
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alternative place to sit and where children play; and the vegetable patch
where we can dabble in growing our own food.
Division or ‘rooms’ can be used effectively to make a small garden or
otherwise boring rectangular shape more interesting and can make the
space seem bigger, with winding pathways or arches that lead through to
another area not seen fully from the space before. This principle of garden
design can be effective in even the simplest form and used as a template
from which you can grow your garden, adding and experimenting with
plants, ornaments and structures. However you do it though, make sure
your garden is part of you and reflects your personality. Be inspired by other
people’s ideas, by new trends and plants, but stay loyal to what pleases you
and you will end up with a garden into which you can truly escape!
The flower garden
If you have ousted old plants or shrubs, or have a new piece of ground to
populate, now is a good time for planting herbaceous plants and deciduous
shrubs if the ground is not too wet. Wait until later to plant evergreens.
Winter pruning of fruit trees and shrubs should be completed now. If you
haven’t already, March is a good time to mulch your flowerbeds before new
growth gets too thick. People often ask me what is best used as a mulch.
Any well-rotted organic matter is fine, as is compost, woodchip or bark.
Mulching acts as a soil conditioner, suppresses weed growth and helps the
soil retain water in the warmer months to come. As a general rule mulch the
ground to a thickness of about two inches.
March is also the time to start sowing seeds. You can sow annuals, herbs
and herbaceous plants now if you have some protection for them. If you
store away your dahlia tubers, get them out now and pot them up.
The vegetable garden
Plant early potatoes in trenches, adding a granulated potato fertiliser to help
things along. Sow tomato, chilli and sweet pepper seeds under cover or on
a warm windowsill. You can plant out onion and shallot sets now, as well as
Jerusalem artichokes and carrots (early sowing helps avoid carrot fly). Once
the soil begins to warm, hoe vegetable beds to help remove weeds and to
encourage seed germination.
Many years of produce
Think about investing in vegetable or fruit plants that will give you many
years of produce. Fig trees are a good investment. Plant them in containers
to restrict their root growth, which will lead to more fruit production and limit
how big they will grow. My own fig tree is in a large pot in the greenhouse
and is cut back fairly hard every year. Last year was its fifth year and I
enjoyed more fruit from it than ever before!
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).

32

Roundabout March 2018

Roundabout March 2018

33

The last word
Our amazing bodies
1. The average human being gets
through 900 skins in a lifetime.
2. Over your life, you take 850
million breaths.
3. The electrical energy that
powers each cell in our bodies
works out at 30 million volts per
metre, the equivalent voltage, of
a bolt of lightning.
Our amazing world
1. Six ten-billionths of the Sun is
gold. If the 1,200,000,000,
000,000 tonnes of it could be
extracted, there would be
enough to gild Scotland to the
depth of half a mile.
2. A single bolt of lightning
contains enough energy to cook
100,000 pieces of toast.
3. An octopus can ooze through an
opening no bigger than its own
eyeball.
4. A study by Queen Mary
University, London showed that
goats have accents.
From www.qi.com

home. There’s also a Jack Russell
that can’t stop chowing down on
steak sandwiches. The national
competition is in its 13th year and
through offering advice on portion
control and nutrition, has helped
124 obese pets lose a colossal 71
stone between them. That’s the
equivalent of a grand piano or
160,000 doughnuts. Last year’s
winner was Alfie the Beagle who
managed to shed 34 per cent of his
body weight.
Ironically, people overfeed their pets
out of love. And it’s not even just
overfeeding them on pet food:
according to the PDSA’s PAW
Report, four million pet owners feed
their pets their own leftovers as
main meals, and 5.7 million UK pets
are fed treats every day, often
including crisps, cake, cheese,
chips, takeaway and even chocolate
(which can be fatal to dogs).
www.metro.co.uk, 2nd February
2018

Slim those sausage dogs down
It’s not just humans who are facing
an obesity crisis – our pets are too.
Which is why the PDSA has
launched a slimming competition for
pets. The competition includes a
10kg cat called Elvis Presley, who’s
twice the size of the average feline
and who enjoys an ‘all day buffet’ at
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all
items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity,
even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or
£22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the
advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839
or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please
send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to
roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk

Codeword solution
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What’s on in March
Sat

3rd

2.00

Fri

9th

6.00

Sat

10th

Sat

10th

8.00–
11.00
3.00

Mon

12th

7.30

Tue

13th

9.30–
10.30

Wed 14th

7.30

Sat

17th

2.00

Sat

17th

1.00

Sun

18th

10.00

Mon

19th

7.30

Wed 21st

7.30

25th

7.00

Wed 28th

7.30

Sun

Fri–
Sat

30th– 2.00
31st

Needlework exhibition (see ad p.28)

St Paul’s
Church, free
Pie Night. Book ahead on (01509) 890 Beaumanor
119 if with a group. Also on Fri 23rd
Hall, £11.95pp
Champagne Breakfast
Beaumanor
Hall, £22/£11
Afternoon tea at Ulverscroft Grange.
£13.50pp,
Fundraising event. Homemade cakes booking
and sandwiches. Call (01530) 244 914 essential
Local History Group, ‘Nanpantan Hall
Methodist
and the Paget family’, by Anne Speight Church
French conversation classes. Free
Village Hall
st
nd
rd
taster class (+ on 21 , 22 and 23 ).
Annexe
christianne@languageforfun.uk
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust. AGM + Village Hall,
‘Watermead Country Park in Pictures’, £2.5 memb; £3
talk by Dale Osborne
visitors
Children’s Easter Workshop (see ad
St Paul’s
p.28)
Church, free
Scouts jumble sale plus toy and book
Village Hall /
sale
Annexe, 50p ad
Beacon Hill Balloon Walk. See
Beacon Hill
https://bloodwise.org.uk/beaconCountry Park,
balloon for registration details
£12.50/£5
‘Leicestershire, a heritage at risk’,
Village Hall,
1970 film, then talk by Tony Stott. Plus visitors £3
AGM of Friends of Charnwood Forest
WI meeting, ‘Inspired by the Queen’,
Village Hall
talk by June Harris. Visitors welcome
Venetian night at Ginos at the Pear
£39.95 per
Tree. Dinner plus Venetian themedcouple
trimmings. Call (01509) 890 243
Film show, ‘Denial’. A legal battle for
Village Hall, £4
historical truth
door/n’agent
Cream teas. Until 4pm. To book call
Beaumanor
(01509) 890 119
Hall, £5.95pp

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

