Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Rosemary May, Neil
Robinson, Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Natalie Ward.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
As we look forward to another spring and some better weather, life is
definitely all go in the parish. This issue we have updates from the parish’s
busy litter wardens (p.13) and Traffic Watch Group (p.17) with details of the
challenges they have faced over the past year. We also take a step back
through time via childhood memories of the 1920s (p.18) and reminisce
about the buses that once passed through the villages (p.29).

Parish council news
Elections
The smooth running of your parish area depends on elected members on
parish, borough and county councils. Elections take place every four years.
In 2015, the parish and borough elections are on the same day as the
general election – 7th May. If you want to make a difference, now is the time
to put yourself forward. The deadline for nominations is 9th April. For more
visit www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/elections-and-co-options.html
Upcoming parish council meetings
To find out more about what the parish council does, please visit the
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk where you will be able to
view or download minutes and any news, or find contact details if you have
any questions or comments. The next meeting will be on 9th March. In April
there will be three meetings; the council will meet on 13th April, the Annual
Parish Meeting and Exhibition will be held on 14th April and the council’s
finance committee will meet on 24th April.
On 7th May, village halls in both villages will host elections for both parish
and borough councillors, and for members of Parliament. The new parish
council will meet for the first time on 18th May. All council meetings are held
in public, usually in Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall, and anyone can attend.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall extension news
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group has decided to withdraw from the Woodhouse Eaves
Village Hall extension project. Here is a statement from the group followed by one from
Woodhouse Parish Council. Ed.

I write, on behalf of the executive committee of Woodhouse Eaves Scout
Group and also on behalf of the Explorer Scout Unit, with reference to the
village hall extension, which is replacing the former Scout Hut.
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As charity trustees, we on the group executive are under a duty to act in the
best interests of our charity. We are obliged to use our charitable funds,
including those raised in support of the Scout Hut replacement, accordingly.
We are advised by Scouting HQ at Gilwell that we cannot donate our funds
without a significant concession such as a lease or a long-term licence,
which of course we sought to negotiate, but failed. Therefore, since
Woodhouse Parish Council seems to be unable to offer us anything beyond
the right to book the new facility up to 12 months in advance, we have voted
unanimously to withdraw from the scheme.
We will retain the money we have raised and we will contact all those
organizations who have donated to our cause, explaining our position and
seeking clarification as to what use said donations may be put. We
recognize that in some cases we may need to return donations.
Finally I confirm that we will continue to make our own arrangements
regarding meetings and storage. We have moved into interim
accommodation at Beaumanor. The long-term position is still unclear, so we
seek to retain our ring-fenced hut fund pending future developments.
If any member of the public who has supported us is not happy with this,
then please contact me at graham.cameron@rockside.co.uk and we will be
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happy to return their contribution.
Graham Cameron
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group (WESG) accommodation
Woodhouse Parish Council had been advised that the old, dilapidated
wooden hut used by the WESG was unfit for purpose and beyond repair. It
has had to be demolished and is being replaced by a village hall extension
in a similar position.
This land and property come under the auspices of Fields in Trust, which is
part of the national charity, King George’s Fields. As the council is only the
trustee of the property, it has to comply with strict rules, which includes the
requirement that any building on this charity land has to be made available
to all users. The council is not allowed to provide a building that can be
used exclusively by WESG.
Nevertheless, these alternatives were presented to WESG over the last few
years, all of which the WESG has found to be unacceptable:
1. An extended pavilion on the sports field shared with the sports clubs.
2. Shared use of another building, the village hall annexe.
3. Shared use of the new village hall extension, which is designed with the
WESG particularly in mind. This has 25 per cent more floor space than
the previous hut, and additional secure storage can be provided.
4. A management agreement that provided priority long-term booking for
the extension.
5. Option to apply for a council grant to offset increased rental charges.
The council has done its best to supply a shared building within the same
location, which is particularly suitable for WESG and adequate for our
young people to continue to enjoy its benefits.
WESG have told us that without a significant further concession, such as a
lease or long-term license, they wish to withdraw from the scheme. The
council is saddened that WESG has once more rejected its latest proposals
for its accommodation problem. However, after the new building is
completed, the council hopes that WESG might re-consider their options.
Meanwhile any parties interested in utilising our new property, particularly
those involving young people, are invited to contact us as building will be
finished in early summer.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council
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News in brief
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WNHW) update
There are times when you wonder whether all the effort put into WNHW is
actually worth it? But the answer is… yes, it is most definitely worth it.
Police Community Support Officer Chris Kendall has advised us that thanks
to two residents reporting suspicious behaviour of a male in the village by
phoning 101, the police caught him in possession of property belonging to
another resident and he is helping them with their enquiries. In addition, I
have now received some offers of help in running WNHW as well as some
technical support, as I am experiencing overload difficulties in mailing to
170 email addresses.
With support, I hope to expand WNHW by increasing the number of
residents agreeing to receive WNHW emails; using social media to extend
our communication base and making all villagers aware of what they can do
to assist the police in crime prevention and detection by keeping alert and
taking action. I also want to get younger villagers involved and set up village
meetings to promote practical security advice.
You may have heard about the merging of Loughborough and Charnwood
police units to reduce costs and as this arrangement is not tried and tested,
we must do everything we can to lend them our support. If you can help,
please contact Mervyn Greenhalgh on (01509) 890 374 or by email at
nhw@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
In the meantime, if you see something or someone that makes you
suspicious, phone the police on 101, giving full details. Your call will be
appreciated, as the police piece together all intelligence received which can
lead to crime detection, as has been proven in our villages.
Mervyn Greenhalgh
New rector in the parish
Dear friends, my name is Reverend Lisa and
I am delighted to be here among you as your
new rector of the benefice of Woodhouse
Eaves, Woodhouse and Swithland. I am
looking forward to serving you as your parish
priest and getting to know the villages more.
The Reverend Lisa Temperley-Barnes.
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A little bit about me: I am married to Stephen and we have one daughter
and a crazy Labrador called Daisy whom I adore. In my spare time, I like to
go surfing down in Cornwall with my family, to go out for a run or climb at
the indoor climbing wall, though I have a long way to go before I master any
of the waves or climbs but it's great fun learning.
You will often find me walking around the villages so please do come and
say hello and I hope to see you soon.
Revd Lisa Temperley-Barnes
Bridleway diversion order refused
An application to divert a public bridleway in Woodhouse Eaves has been
refused by a government planning inspector. The proposal had been to
divert bridleway K57 at Pocket Gate Cottage, off Brook Road, and while the
issue has been ongoing since 2005, inspector Sue Arnott reached her
decision on 30th January.
The bridleway runs from Brook Road in Woodhouse Eaves to Beacon Road
in Loughborough. The owner of Pocket Gate Cottage had applied for it to be
diverted to the east of the current track between the cottage’s garage and a
brook. The inspector’s report said the cottage owner applied for the
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diversion to keep people further away from their dogs, and to allow them to
fence off their property to provide a clearer route for the track’s users.
During her visit, the inspector said she was unaware of any dogs outdoors
and she added that it would be easier to provide a clearer route by putting
up way-marks rather than moving the path.
The inspector’s main reason for refusing the order was safety, as she did
not think the proposed track would be wide enough to accommodate horse
riders and other users safely, especially as at one side there is a one-and-ahalf-metre drop into a brook.
Vicky Allen, the chair of the Leicestershire and Rutland Bridleways
Association, said ‘this is a welcome, and hard-fought, win for us’. She
added that she would be pressing the Rights of Way Inspector to arrange
for better way-marking at the cottage.
Editor
Play-Pod for playground
Youngsters at St Paul’s Primary School in Woodhouse Eaves are proving
that what may be scrap to one person is a creative opportunity for another,
as they get to grips with their new Scrap-Store Play-Pod.
Located in the school playground, the Play-Pod is a huge container full of all
sorts of different scrap items – there is nothing tiny, sharp or broken in there
but just unwanted but perfectly working things, ranging from tyres to sparkly
handbags or bread trolleys on wheels to discarded keyboards. The children
are encouraged to sift through the ‘junk’ and use their imaginations to be
creative by playing with them, building dens, carts or towers.
The Play-Pod has been funded by a successful Big Lottery Fund bid and
the project also aims to encourage awareness about the use of recycled
and sustainable resources. It will have six refills each year.
Editor
Unwanted spectacles
Over the past 20 years people from our parish have collected unwanted
spectacles for a variety of charities such as Fight For Sight and now Vision
Aid Overseas. On three occasions over 1,000 pairs were collected, and our
village was presented with certificates which are displayed in our village
hall. Last year we collected 665 pairs, despite the increase in the price of
new spectacles. If you have any spare spectacles or sunglasses please
hand them into the Oakwood Pharmacy in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves.
Eric Allsop
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Singers’ second anniversary
February saw the members of local ladies’ choir, Music In Me, celebrating
two years of singing together. This group of enthusiastic singers has grown
from strength to strength since they sang their first tentative scale at the
beginning of their inaugural rehearsal in February 2012. Since then, they
have performed at
events around the
local area including
Woodhouse Eaves,
Kegworth, Sutton
Bonington and Sileby,
helping to raise
money for Christian
Aid, the Air
Ambulance and
Rainbows. Last year
they also took part in
Coalville Festival of
Music where they
came third in the
Music In Me group.
choir class.
The ladies meet on Tuesdays at 8pm during term time in the village hall
annexe, and sing popular songs and musical theatre numbers. New
members are always welcome. You don’t have to have any experience
singing or be able to read music.
Caroline Sharpe
Are you in this photograph?
Mrs Phyllis Sturgeon, who as
Miss Phyllis Harris did her
teaching practice in Woodhouse
Eaves, provided this photograph
to Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves Local History Group. It
was taken in 1956 or 1957. Are
you in the photograph, or can
you name anyone who is?
David Nicolle
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Does anyone know who is in this photograph?
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Dangerous walking
Being partially-sighted and fond of a walk around our village I must draw
attention to householders who allow their hedges, bushes and trees to
become overgrown and protrude over the pavements. If I do walk
unaccompanied, I feel threatened and wary of what lies ahead.
Eric Allsop
Recycling centre consultation
Residents have been asked for their views about proposed changes to
Leicestershire County Council’s recycling and household waste sites. The
consultation is open until 26th April and includes proposals to restrict free
disposal of non-household waste like rubble and other DIY waste and cut
opening times. For more visit www.leics.gov.uk/futurewastemanagement
Editor

Litter wardens’ report
Thanks to the dedication of the parish’s Litter Warden Pam Crankshaw and volunteers
Liz Randall, Janet Whitmore, Vincent Riley, Penny Harding, Viv Pipe and David Rosser
the parish’s lanes, paths and verges are cleaned up on a regular basis – a good thing,
as Janet Whitmore’s report below explains how tackling litter is an ongoing battle. Ed.

A satisfying Tuesday morning walk
We often comment how lucky we are to live in this area and, in particular,
enjoy walking the country roads that lead into our two villages. It is a
pleasant walk but we are always saddened that so much litter is discarded
to spoil the surroundings. We find it very satisfying to clear the litter from
these lovely lanes.
All of the volunteers go out individually but three of us venture out on a
Tuesday morning from 11am to 1pm. We go out in all weathers, although I
do recall a snowstorm actually deterring us. One Tuesday in October 2014
we had gale force winds and had fun escaping branches falling off trees
and great difficulty in keeping the black bin bags open to fill them.
We walk a limited area of the villages themselves, as these are mostly kept
clear by residents but the connecting roads are plagued with ever more
rubbish each year, which is not an encouraging sign! Mostly we work within
our parish boundary but from time to time we stray further afield.
Priory Lane, Ulverscroft
That magic lane is so pretty in all seasons. In spring 2014, we collected 10
full bags of rubbish during three of our Tuesday outings. In late August, Liz
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and I cleared part of the lane and stopped to admire some lovely flowering
bushes alongside the road, only to be informed that they are a non-native
invasive bush called Himalayan Balsam. A few weeks later, I did notice a
gentleman with a notepad, looking as though maybe these bushes were
going to be cleared; no doubt all will be revealed come this summer.
We also cleared rubbish from Whitcroft Lane around the new National Trust
car park and Polly Botts Lane toward Stoneywell, the Ernest Gimson Arts
and Craft Movement house recently acquired by the National Trust.
Ditch clearing, Brand Lane and Beaumanor bend, Woodhouse
Last April, we cleared the ditch alongside the footpath by St Paul’s School
that leads to Brand Lane. This took three expeditions from Pam, Liz, Janet
and Vincent as well as three Duke of Edinburgh Award girls Emma TaylorClarke, Imogen Power and Katie Winston. We are puzzled as every time we
clear Brand Lane, on the corner just after the church in Woodhouse, we
always find lots of lager cans (sometimes up to 15) thrown out onto the high
verge. Lots of lager cans are also found at the bend by the turning to
Beaumanor Hall going towards Quorn. It seems to be a favourite spot for
drinking sessions of some sort.
Theft of manhole covers
This seems to be an increasing problem for us, especially during the
summer when the grass and weeds grow over an unseen open hole. We
have had two very near-misses where we only just escaped falling down
such a hole. One hole was on the verge at the junction between Joe
Moore’s Lane and Swithland Road. The other was directly opposite the new
National Trust car park entrance on Whitcroft Lane. It was particularly
dangerous as it was approximately two-foot square and six-foot deep. We
pointed this out to a gentleman who was working on the car park and he
was so concerned that he immediately went back to his yard to fetch a
cover. We thank him.
Fly-tipping and litter is getting worse
Fly-tipping is a continuing problem. We must have reported around 20
instances over the past year. There is no improvement in the amount of
litter we have been collecting over the last five years. Approximately 80 per
cent is food and drink wrappings. We would very much welcome anyone
who is interested in volunteering with us, please contact Pam Crankshaw by
email at pam.crackshaw1@gmail.com or calling (01509) 890 930.
Janet Whitmore
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Campaigning to cut speed: Traffic Watch report
Our dedicated Traffic Watch team continues to install our speed monitor unit
in the villages to inform motorists of their speed. For the last four years the
team have recorded speeds and volumes of traffic at key locations, moving
every two weeks to a new location and recharging the monitor’s battery
pack. The data recorded shows there is a steady annual increase in the
traffic volume of all village roads, without any reduction in mean speeds
being recorded. There are alarming examples of very high speeds being
recorded; a particularly bad example is 63 miles per hour (mph) on Church
Hill, Woodhouse Eaves, at 2.30pm on 28th January, which underlines the
need for measures to be taken to reduce speed.
We are facing a reduced quality of life as a consequence of increased
motor traffic, and it is not surprising that many parents do not let their
children go out to play with their friend down the road or that old people are
frightened to cross Main Street and other roads in the village. Many
motorists dread the deadly lottery of turning right from Main Street onto
Forest Road because of the dangers from high-speed traffic on Beacon and
Forest roads. This concern is fully justified as we have recorded speeds of
77mph in December 2014 by The Old Bulls Head in Beacon Road.
Pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders all face these high speeds where the
consequence of a small mistake can have fatal consequences for the
vulnerable. We have been lucky that there have been no fatalities in the
villages recently, but we have a catalogue of photographs showing many
near-misses where the vehicle went through a hedge or hit a wall to
rebound into the road. These near-miss incidents are not taken into account
by Leicestershire County Council’s highways department when assessing
the danger of a particular road, as only personal injury or death are deemed
to count in their assessments.
Planning for the future
Our formal request last year to the council’s highways department for
speed-limit reductions in the parish was turned down because its priorities
and limited funds do not allow for any expenditure in this area. We
concluded that the resolution of our problem lies in the hands of the county
councillors who decide the policies that the highways department operates
under. It is our view that although the council has a transport policy (LTP3),
we feel it needs to be fully implemented to take account of the
environmental and broader aspects that are present in the policy, but which
are currently being neglected due to financial reasons.
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Furthermore, the elimination of most local building planning constraints
means that the volume of traffic through the parish is bound to increase
rapidly, as increasing numbers of new residents in the Charnwood area take
short cuts through the villages to get to work.
We have requested that the county council’s scrutiny committee for
environment and highways conducts a review on the issue of speed-limit
reductions and the provision of 20mph areas to make a start on improving
the prospects for a safer village in future. We have the support of our local
councillor David Snartt. In 2013 the Department for Transport issued
guidance called Setting local speed limits, which advised councils to take
environmental issues into account when setting speed limits and we
anticipate that the scrutiny committee will take notice of this document.
Traffic Watch Group

Woodhouse Eaves: ‘God’s country’
On 2nd July 1921, Eric Preston was born to Alice and James Preston in
Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves and in 1997 he decided to have his
childhood memories printed as a small booklet because 1, to Eric,
Woodhouse Eaves was ‘God’s country’ – ‘a close-knit village’ in which
‘everyone knew everyone... a caring, sharing community’.
Straitened circumstances
Eric’s father had been groom for a Mrs Fox who lived in Maplewell Road but
he died when Eric was only two years old leaving his mother to raise 10
children single-handed. The house in Main Street had three bedrooms,
albeit a ‘pan lavatory’ at the bottom
of the garden; James’s death may
be why the family moved to Meadow
Road (known then as Bakehouse
Lane), probably to a smaller
property.

Cottages in Meadow Road adjacent to the bake
house (note the Hovis sign).

Alice may have raised money
through baking; Eric recalls that
every Thursday the Reverend
Arnold Hiley, then vicar of St Paul’s
Church, used to call by for his loaf of

1

Recollections of Woodhouse Eaves (God’s Country), ‘Reprint’ publication c. 1997. A
loan copy is available in the Local Studies section (Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves) of Loughborough Library.
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bread. Money for food must have been scarce because when Mr Flewitt, a
Main Street butcher, slaughtered his pigs Eric was sent with a bucket to
collect the ‘chicklings’ (aka ‘chitterlings’, the intestines) which his mother
would cure. He would also walk up to the Round House in Dean’s Lane
where Alice’s friends would give him ‘beastlings’ – first milk from a newlycalved cow which made ‘beautiful custard’.
A boy’s life
On wash-day Eric had to help his mother mangle the clothes until the
school bell rang. Inevitably he was late for school and the headmaster Mr
Clay would be waiting for him. The punishment was ’50 lines’, i.e. writing
out 50 times ‘I must not mangle the clothes until the bell drops’.
In their free time Eric and his friends made their own entertainment. A
blown-up pig’s bladder, also from Flewitt’s, served as a football, and it was
not unknown for the new St Paul’s vicar, Rev. William Hargreaves, to
remove his dog collar after morning service and join the boys for a game.
The village policeman, Mr Cunningham, kept a wary eye on the boys, giving
them a ‘clip on the ear’ for no apparent reason. His justification? ‘…that’s
just to let you know I’m here’. Perhaps young Eric deserved having his ears
boxed because he recalls getting into mischief with a friend. The village still
had gas lamps which the lamp-lighter lit in the evening and turned off in the
morning. The boys would sneak round turning the lamps off in the evening
and back on in the morning.
Structured activities took place at two boys’ clubs, one held at the infants’
school in Main Street (now the house on the corner of Paterson Drive) and
the other in the ‘parish rooms’
(presumably the village hall). It was
probably at one of these that Eric
learned to box. His mother enjoyed
listening to fights on the wireless so
the night before a fight, one of the
children had to run to Mr Haynes, a
Main Street neighbour, to ask him to
charge up the wireless’
The village hall and Main Street shops c.1920.
accumulator.

Into manhood
Eric left school at 14 to become an apprentice gardener under Reg Tebbutt.
He recalls helping to plant ‘thousands of tulip bulbs’, supplied by Mrs
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Tuckett the doctor’s wife, round the war memorial, and wheeling a barrowload of flowers up to Lady Rowena Paterson in Bird Hill House (demolished,
to make way for housing in Bird Hill Road). For his pains he was paid half-acrown (12½p) a week – pretty poor wages considering that he and his
friends could earn two shillings (10p) as caddies at the Hanging Stone
Rocks golf course off Breakback Road. When Reg refused him a pay rise,
Eric left and continued his career first as an upholsterer at the Brush
Engineering works in Loughborough, then by working on the filter beds at
Cropston Reservoir but he still found time for courting.
Cicely, was in domestic service to the Brunton family at the top of Maplewell
Road. On her Saturday off, Eric would pay four pence for a shave, shampoo
and haircut at Le Butt the barber’s in Main Street before walking to
Loughborough with Cicely to see a film at either the Victory cinema in
Biggin Street (demolished in 1967) or the Empire in Market Place (now the
Odeon), with a box of chocolates thrown in.
When the Second World War intervened, Eric was called up and served
with the Royal Army Service Corps before volunteering for the Parachute
Regiment. He married Cicely in 1944 and after he was demobbed they lived
in Loughborough before moving to Mountsorrel in 1952. However, it is clear
from what he has written that it was his early years in Woodhouse Eaves
that formed some of Eric’s most-cherished memories:
If I ever had to go back to the days of my childhood and youth and re-live
them, I would; they were very happy days. It was a good life and they were
the good old days.

Evelyn Brown (based on an account by Eric Preston)
If you are old enough to remember Eric Preston, or know anything about him and his
family, please let Roundabout know. Ed.
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Friends to give helping hand to school
In the first of a series of articles Chris Deakin, chair of the newly-formed Friends of
Maplewell School (FoMS), aims to show how the school and the community working
together can make a difference to the students’ education. Ed.

Maplewell Hall School is a state-funded special school for pupils aged 11 to
19 years old with moderate learning difficulties, which includes young
people with autism, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), Asperger
Syndrome and other learning or communication difficulties. It provides
pupils with opportunities to develop a wide range of skills in preparation for
their adult life and the school intake covers the whole of Leicestershire and
currently has around 150 children on its roll. It has also recently been
graded a ‘good’ school, with
‘outstanding’ sixth form
provision, by Ofsted.

Children at Maplewell Hall School.

Following the austerity
measures imposed on local
authorities and services over
recent years, money available
to the school has been limited
– preventing the school from
maximising the opportunities
available in these beautiful
surroundings to truly enrich the
students’ experience.

To try and support the school with some projects currently outside its
budget, we have formed a fully-registered charity called Friends of
Maplewell School (FoMS). The group consists of parents and staff from the
school along with individuals, families and businesses who feel able to
assist in this very worthwhile scheme. Our sole purpose is to raise funds for
school projects and to arrange specific donations for children with
immediate needs which will support and enhance their education.
As well as a 50/50 club where members can win cash prizes and other
donation programmes, we plan to raise money through both school and
community activities. We will be launching our website very soon and for
those with social media interests our Facebook page will also be going live.
Anyone who would like to give their support, join our mailing list to find out
about our upcoming projects or fund-raising ideas should email us at
FoMS@Maplewell.leics.sch.uk or call me on 07597 703 492.

Roundabout March 2015

21

22

Roundabout March 2015

We would also welcome people to join our newly-formed general trustee
committee. In particular, we are looking for support with fundraising ideas
within the school and local community, and anyone with data input and
administration skills who could assist as our treasurer would be an absolute
‘find’. Our next editorial will give an insight into the activities that take place
at the school as well as more details how people can support us.
Chris Deakin

Big cats in Charnwood
BeastWatch UK’s Chris Mullins has just moved to Woodhouse Eaves and tells us about
his fascination with big cats and his ongoing search for the ‘Beast of Charnwood’. Ed.

Big cats have been reported in the UK for years now, from Scotland to
Cornwall, the earliest recorded being in the 1760s when a feline the size of
a middle-sized spaniel was spotted by a boy climbing into the hollow of an
elm tree in the ruined grounds of Waverley Abbey, near Farnham in Surrey.
Some of you may remember the reports of the Surrey Puma back in the 60s
(I know I do) or more recent reports of the Beast of Bodmin from 1992; but
the biggest boom in sightings seemed to have followed the Dangerous Wild
Animals Act in 1976, where strict laws were applied regarding the security
and upkeep of such animals. It has been said that owners who couldn’t
afford the costly sums to follow the rules released their pets into the wild. In
fact we’ve heard of one lion tamer who admitted releasing a panther and a
cougar onto the Snake Pass off the A57 in Derbyshire.
Dog vs big cat prints
I’ve been called out many times myself to look at prints that were thought to
be those from the ‘Beast of Charnwood’, only to end up sounding like a
scratched record saying ‘dog, dog, dog, dog’ so I thought that I’d share a
little of my knowledge with you regarding the differences between the prints
of a big cat and those of a dog. The majority of prints that people seem to
think may be those of a panther, are usually of a large dog. The key
features to look for in a print are usually in the shape of it. A big cat’s print
usually shows three lobes at the base of the pad, and a dip at the fore of it.
Also felines will retract their claws to keep them sharp for when they’re
hunting, so the presence of claw marks is rarely found. I’ve only ever come
across one instance of claw marks being present in a print left by a big cat,
and that was in a trail of prints that followed deer prints in a woodland in
Staunton Harold, where the feline had climbed a steep mud bank and had
used its claws for grip.
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I have witnessed four big cats now. However, the reason behind so many
sightings is because I collate reports passed onto me by the general public
within a given area. Then I pinpoint these locations and map out a route that
I will drive around given every available opportunity.
Woodhouse Eaves as a source of inspiration
I began researching our British big cats back in the mid-1980s when I
contacted David Spencer after reading about his encounter with a big cat in
the Leicester Mercury. He lived in Woodhouse Eaves back in 1949, where
his grandparents had a shop, next to the chemist’s, that sold groceries. He
was fascinated by the subject of big cats following a very close encounter
with a large black panther in Knossington. The big cat ran down the hill
towards him within a matter of feet, then turned and ran up the lane, leaving
him stunned and with the scent of what he described as being similar to a
circus in the air. David, who died in 2012, became a good friend as well as
my mentor regarding the big cat scene and will be sorely missed.
I’ve been studying our British Big Cat phenomena for almost 20 years now,
with my main concentration being Loughborough and north west
Leicestershire. However, since I’ve moved to Woodhouse Eaves, I’m hoping
with the help of locals’ reported sightings to try and map out localised areas
that are of interest to our feline friends. As a result I would hope to become
more informed about where to look for prints and to possibly organize vigils.
I’d like to end with a reminder that our British big cats are not as dangerous
as one might think; they’re as keen to avoid us as the rest of our British
wildlife. If anyone would like further information regarding this subject, I may
be contacted via beastwatchuk@hotmail.co.uk or on 07919 160 056.
Chris Mullins

Discovering Stoneywell
Writer and National Trust volunteer Mark Temple puts pen to paper to celebrate the
recent grand opening of Stoneywell Cottage in Ulverscroft. Ed.

If you should pass through Charnwood on a sunny afternoon
You might just spot a sign to Stoneywell
And there beside the hornbeams and the heathers you will find
A haven with some tales still to tell.
James Bilson found a site to build in 1897
Two cottages for workmen was his plan
Ernest Gimson, architect, was asked to do the job
But he wanted someone else to share the land.
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Gimson most admired the views he found at Ulverscroft.
At Chitterman, he toiled for just a year.
Then his brothers who were keen to leave the Leicester smog behind
Were persuaded they might come and settle here.
So Ernest set about the task of building yet again
Two cottages for Mentor and for Syd.
Lea cottage, white and dressed in thatch, adjacent to the road
And Stoneywell secluded and well hid.
With the stable block behind you a footpath stretches forth.
Past fortresses where youthful limbs once played.
Through the bilberries and ericas the sheep-walk leads you down
To a summer home where memories were made
The site that Ernest favoured lay beyond a twisted rowan
Thus a house was born, emerging from the granite
Along a zigzag path she stretched, tumbling down a slope.
Only genius would have the gall to plan it.
Not only was he 'architect' he furnished them as well
From his workshop in the Cotswolds as his base
So he needed someone special to supervise the build
That's when Detmar Blow was brought in on the case
Now Detmar had a habit if he spied a rock he'd grab it.
He'd take them from another fellah's land
He'd knock down some stone-wall, then he'd make it up again
So you might say, 'stones he used were second-hand’.
Strolling through this home so many wonders are revealed
It's a 'curious and enigmatic place’.
Where artistry and craftsmanship are skillfully combined
Giving glimpses of the past in time and space.
Though this cottage is spectacular its style remains vernacular
Simplicity and workmanship are key
An architectural gem that's distinctly arts and craft
But I've said enough, so now you come and see.

Mark Temple
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Sisters bring Elite experience to parish
Anyone walking along Main Street in Woodhouse Eaves during the past
couple of months could not have failed to notice the gentle transformation
ongoing at the hair salon. Following Derek Renshaw’s retirement, after 41
years’ running Elite Hairstyles By Derek, sisters Sam Davies and Liz
Addison have taken over the business re-naming it Elite Hair and have
been thrilled by the warm reception they have already received.
Part of the village
As well as retaining many regular clients, they have made an impact within
the parish attracting new customers from a variety of places. Some new
clients are villagers who used to drive to Loughborough to get their hair cut
because they did not realize the salon was there until they noticed it was
being given a face-lift. The salon is also officially appointed to cut the hair of
students and staff at Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College, after they
phoned to say they had heard good things about it.
Sam and Liz are also in talks with Maplewell Hall School about providing a
work experience placement for one of their students and they are helping
Woodhouse Day Nursery by providing empty bottles and other bits and
pieces to include in their ‘hairdressing role-play area’.
Sam said she ‘fell in love with the village’ when they first viewed the salon
back in April 2014 and they wanted to be ‘considerate’ to the village while
giving the building a ‘gentle facelift’. The blinds have been taken down, the
name of the salon has been shortened to Elite Hair and even the shade of
the new paintwork (a grey tinged with a hint of green) is called, by a stroke
of fate, ‘under the eaves’. She added that the most popular feedback
received so far is ‘keep doing what you’re doing’ and they intend to do so.
Elite experience
As well as the salon at the front, there is also the barber shop to the rear
and the team, which also includes stylists Vickie and Demie Jerrison, offer
both appointments and a walk-in-and-wait system. Chiropodist, Helen
Geere, who has been based at the salon in Main Street for 15 years, is also
still there providing her services. For those who like to browse the internet
while having a trim, the salon has just recently started to offer free Wi-Fi.
The salon’s Elite Haircut Diploma, whose aim is making having a haircut ‘a
positive experience’ for young children, has proven a popular hit. As well as
putting on a princess or pirate gown and receiving a lollipop, they are also
given a certificate with a lock of their hair laminated onto it to take home.
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A sisterly affair
Sam and Liz, from Anstey, both have extensive experience with Sam being
in hairdressing for 21 years and owning her own salon in Leicester 15 years
ago. Liz, who is three years younger than Sam, followed in her sister’s
footsteps saying 'Sam has always had an input into my career, whether I’ve
been her model or I was
copycatting her styles with dolls’.
The pair have always had an
ambition to work together at their
own salon, but Sam said when
she had her first salon the time
was not right and they ‘both
decided to go off and tick some
boxes and bring up our children’.
In the interim, they became
Liz Addison and Sam Davies, with their sister
assessors and lead verifiers for
Stacey (centre).
an organization which provides
hairdressing apprenticeships. In
that role they set up, monitor and assess candidates as they go through
their course. As a result, they are very keen to have apprentices train at
their salon in the future.
In fact it took Sam to be recovering from an operation for arthritis in her big
toe and for Liz to be on maternity leave, for the two of them to come
together last year and talk about opening their own salon together. After
meticulous planning and finding the right location they moved into the salon
in November. Even their youngest sister Stacey has been involved, being
the model for the artwork on their business cards and signage.
For more information call (01509) 890 399, visit www.elitehair38.co.uk, their
Facebook page or Google+ page.
Dawn Kirby

Local History Group: Leicester Transport Heritage
Trust and the development of local bus services
February's meeting of the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History
Society brought us two excellent speakers, Mike Greenwood and John
Bennett, from the Leicester Transport Heritage Trust. We were entertained
and informed about the work of the trust, a charitable group, currently with
over 140 members who are admirers of all things relating to road transport.
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It is particularly eager to preserve both in archival and physical form what is
left of the county's road transport heritage. Members have a wealth of
knowledge and expertise when it comes to maintaining, driving, restoring or
simply enthusing about vehicles. The trust itself owns eight vehicles (four
double-decker buses, three single-decker buses and a Pekoe Tea van) but
between them members own an additional 15 vehicles, many of which they
have restored themselves. Owning and collecting vintage vehicles is not like
collecting stamps or china figures – they take up a lot of room, need a lot of
labour-intensive maintenance and years of expensive restoration.
The trust's largest project to date is renovating the Stoneygate Tram Car
Depot which they hope to transform into a transport heritage centre with an
application for £1.6 million of Lottery funding. The depot, built in 1904, could
house up to six trams at a time. Plans include a mezzanine gallery, a time
wall, mock-ups of tram-driving platforms and various interactive displays.
Fond memories
John's half of the talk focused on the local bus companies which operated
over the last 90 or so years in the area. Many of these passed through the
village and their names brought back many fond memories to the audience.
He started with the Loughborough Road Car Company which ran petrolelectric buses from Loughborough before the First World War. In 1914, they
were running a fine Daimler, with locally-made Brush bodywork, before it
was commandeered for military duties in France. With fuel shortages during
the war, some buses were even converted to run on gas and looked very
peculiar when surmounted with huge gas bags.

Barkus bus in Maplewell Road outside the old
chapel garage. (Picture courtesy of Leicester
Transport Heritage Trust)

Barkus is another familiar name
having their garage actually based
here. Their original premises were
attached to the Curzon Arms in the
early 1920s. Just after the Second
World War they transferred into the
old Primitive Methodist Chapel,
which stood lower down the hill on
the opposite side of Maplewell
Road. It wasn't until 1968 that
County Travel of Syston took over
the firm when both Harold Barkus
and his son, Arthur retired.

The firm started by Edgar Preston and Harry Hipwell took the name
Prestwell Bus Company and was based opposite the Forest Rock pub in an
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area now occupied by the new houses on Forest Rock Close. Also starting
in the 1920s, it survived until it was sold in 1954 to the Midland Red
Company. Slightly further afield were Allen's coaches which began at
Mountsorrel. They were quite a progressive company initiating some of the
earliest services linking up Loughborough with Leicester as well as
operating frequent excursions to Skegness. They remained independent
until being taken over by Midland Red in 1955.
Other companies that some may have heard of include Boyers of Rothley
and The Leicester and District Green Bus Company with their Albion
coaches based at Parr's Garage on Church Gate, Leicester. Kemp and
Shaw were known for operating slightly longer-distance services to both
Nottingham and Derby. All these however were subsumed by the rapidly
expanding Midland Red Company by the end of the fifties.
Finally we heard about Howletts, whose Crossley and Bedford coaches
transported many a holiday maker in the 1960s and 1970s to the sandy
beaches of Skegness as well as journeying further afield to more exotic
destinations like the Isle of Wight.
Don't get me started on recent cut-backs to village bus services but just
ponder, in the 1960s there was still a Bott's Courting Bus. It only operated
on a Sunday evening (between Mountsorrel and Sileby along the Soar
valley) but after all, wasn't that why they called them the Swingin' Sixties?
Mark Temple

March in the garden
Encouraged by the lengthening days and warmer weather, new life is
beginning to return to the garden. After what seems an age of muted
browns and greens, pockets of colour can now be seen. For a gardener
March is an exciting time of year. I simply love the vivid green of leaves as
they brighten the twisted branches of the corkscrew hazel and the spears of
emerging hosta leaves as they break through the ground.
Cutting back
March in my garden is a time for cutting back old growth. But every few
years intuition tells me the garden needs a bit more of a heavy hand – some
plants are beginning to take over, others are looking tired and some areas
are just plain overgrown. So this spring I have embarked on a major
operation to give the garden a hard pruning. Don’t be afraid to prune back
hard as it will often revitalize plants and give you the opportunity to reevaluate the garden’s structure. I have a honeysuckle that grows up the
side wall of an outbuilding which has become far too unruly. Cutting it back
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to the base will mean the plant may not look much this year but it will give
me a chance to train new shoots to where I want them to grow in the future.
Once my herbaceous beds are cleared I always top dress with well-rotted
compost. This not only provides protection from late frosts but feeds the soil
giving emerging plants a good start. It is also a good time to divide and
replant overgrown perennials. Position stakes over or around taller plants to
provide support as they grow.
Once spring flower bulbs such as narcissus have finished flowering, cut the
dead heads off but leave the green growth to die back for at least six weeks
to help regenerate the bulbs for next year.
Sowing and digging
Sow sweet peas in pots at the beginning of the month and then plant out
towards the end of the month if the weather is not too cold. At the end of
March in good weather, hardy annuals can also be sown outside. Tidy up
any pots and containers filled with early spring displays and replace any
that have gone over with bedding such as polyanthus and primulas.
My vegetable patch is not exempt from the excitement of the beginnings of
spring. Digging the beds, removing problem perennial weeds before they
take a hold and forking in slow-release fertiliser will improve the quality of
the soil and prepare it for sowing seeds like carrot, beetroot and broad
beans. If you have been chitting potatoes ready for planting, March is the
time to plant out early varieties. You can also plant out Jerusalem artichokes
and rows of onion sets at this time. In my greenhouse I sow tomato,
courgette and sweet pepper seeds as well as dwarf and climbing beans.
Bulbs
March is still the time of spring bulbs. A favourite of mine is crocus
tommasinianus, which is a self-seeding crocus that is great for lawns. A
carpet of this delicate little bulb with flowers ranging from pale lilac to purple
is a stunning sight in early spring.
But perhaps the bulb most associated with spring is the daffodil or
narcissus. Narcissus belongs to the amaryllis family and mainly come in
white or yellows. Common names include daffodil, daffadowndilly and Lent
Lily. Some of my favourite March flowering narcissus include: Narcissi
'Geranium' which has pale-cream petals with a bright orange centre and a
truly delicious scent and Narcissi 'Jenny' which is a delicate pale lemon with
graceful swept-back petals. To see what else I’ve been up to in the garden
visit my blog at www.thejoyfulgardenerblog.wordpress.com
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
Paraprosdokians

Proposal by drone

Do you enjoy a paraprosdokian – a
figure of speech in which the first
part of a sentence sets up
expectations not met by the second
part? If so, read on.

You have to wonder what went
through the mind of Chinese film
star Zhang Ziyi (famous for
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon)
when she saw a drone, normally
used for warfare, flying toward her.
As it turns out the unmanned
aircraft was hired by her boyfriend
to carry an engagement ring so he
could propose to her. She said ‘yes’
– news.sky.com, 9th February 2015.

Where there's a will, I want to be in
it.
Since light travels faster than
sound, some people appear bright
until you hear them speak.
War does not determine who is right
– only who is left.

An unlikely friendship

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a
fruit… Wisdom is not putting it in a
fruit salad.
You do not need a parachute to
skydive. You only need a parachute
to skydive twice – submitted by
Evelyn Brown.
Nutty names from nutty parents
You may think your parents are a
little eccentric or have made some
dubious decisions in the past – at
least they are not like this couple
from France who were determined
to call their girl ‘Nutella’ after their
favourite food.
Fortunately, a French court
intervened finding that the name
could ‘lead to mockery and
unpleasant remarks’. The court
decided the girl should be re-named
‘Ella’ instead –
www.independent.co.uk, 26th
January 2015.
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Whoever said cats and dogs don’t
get along? Well, Chelsea the
German Pointer puppy and Hunter
the Bengal Tiger cub are certainly
the best of friends at a wildlife
sanctuary in South Africa. The cub
was rejected by his mother, so
workers at the sanctuary introduced
him to their new puppy. At the
moment, the puppy gets the better
of the tiger in their mock-fights but
sadly, when Hunter turns six months
old they will need to be separated
for the dog’s safety –
www.barcroft.tv, picture by
Greatstock.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £8.50 for a quarter page or £17.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
methods listed at the bottom of the page.
Send material for Roundabout by email to roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk, or by hand or post to Woodhouse Eaves Post Office, 45
Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG. For copy deadline see
page 3.
Solution to codeword

Guides’ creative words to be brought to life.
Creative writers from 1st Woodhouse Eaves Guides will be among those
having their stories and poems brought to life to raise money for charity.
Quorndon Shakespeare Company will be performing at the Childhood
Memories event for Barnardo’s at 7pm on 10th March at Quorn Grange Hotel.
Tickets cost £5 on the door.
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What’s on in March

Mon

th

9

7.00

Mon

9th

7.30

Wed 11th

7.30

16th

7.30

Wed 18th

7.30

Thu

19th

7.15

Sat

21st

2.00

Wed 25th

7.30

Mon

March
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
All welcome.
Local History Group, ‘Stoneywell
Cottage’, Mark Temple. Light
refreshments included.
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, AGM
followed by talk by Rutland Water’s
reserve manager Tim Appleton.
Friends of Charnwood Forest, AGM
followed by ‘Richard III and the battle
of Bosworth’, Richard Knox.
WI, ‘Secrets of the rich,’ Roy Wood.
Comp: Make a profit from £1 (ideas).
Woodhouses Gardening Club AGM,
followed by the National Forest team
talk about their work and future plans.
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
jumble sale.
Film show, The Imitation Game,
starring Benedict Cumberbatch. Light
refreshments included.

Village Hall
Methodist
Church, £3
non-members
Village Hall, £2
members,
£2.50 visitors
Village Hall, £3
visitors
Village Hall
Village Hall, £3
non-members
Village Hall
Village Hall, £4,
newsagent, or
on the door

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

