Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson,
Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and Natalie Ward.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
As the weather (hopefully) continues to improve, May’s issue of
Roundabout includes a trail around Woodhouse Eaves (see p.16) to
encourage people to get out and about to see the wide range of trees that
are growing in and around the village. There are also tips from resident
garden blogger Jo Poultney (see p.27) about what can be done to get the
garden perfect in time for Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens in June.
Dawn Kirby

Parish council news
Annual parish meeting
Roundabout was among several village groups which exhibited at the
parish council’s Annual Parish Meeting on 14th April. A full write-up of the
meeting will appear in June’s issue.
New councillors
With six candidates for nine places this year’s parish council elections have
been deemed ‘uncontested’ and the candidates elected. The newly-elected
councillors are Alan Gardiner, Jim Horne, Janie Martin, Les Pole, Rad
Thomas and Stuart Tyler. The parish council can co-opt people
automatically to fill the remaining three places until June.
Anyone interested in becoming a parish councillor should visit
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/elections-and-co-options.html or
contact parish clerk Ann Irving on (01509) 890 050.
Elections
The general and borough council elections will be held on Thursday, 7th
May. Polling booths will be open at Woodhouse Community Centre and
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall from 7.00am to 10.00pm.
Editor

News in brief
Post Office consultation
Villagers are being asked for their views about the proposal to move
Woodhouse Eaves Post Office from its current site in Maplewell Road into
Oakwood Pharmacy, in Main Street.
An eight-week public consultation about the proposal is currently ongoing,
with people having until Friday, 22nd May to contact the Post Office Ltd
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about their views. Depending on the outcome of the consultation, the move
could go ahead in July or August.
A leaflet outlining the proposal in full is available to pick up from the village
post office. It states that if the move goes ahead the village would have a
‘new local style’ branch with post office services provided from a single till
on a retail counter. Opening hours would be slightly longer; from 9.00am to
6.00pm Monday to Friday and 9.00am to 1.00pm on Saturdays (compared
to the current 9.00am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday and 9.00am to 12.30pm
on Saturdays). The new location will also provide level access, room for a
wheelchair inside and a hearing loop inside.
It also says that the ‘majority’ of post office services will still be available, the
main difference compared to the current situation is that customers will not
be able to pay by cheque, including items such as council tax or utility bills.
The selection of cards, stationery and gifts available at the current branch
would also be available at the pharmacy.
The consultation aims to determine whether customers think the proposed
new location is suitable and accessible, and to find out if there are any
concerns about the location that has been chosen.
For more information people can pick up a leaflet from the post office.
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People can view the leaflet and comment online by going to the
‘Consultation’ section of www.postofficeviews.co.uk then clicking the link
which says ‘Click here if you’d like to comment on a proposed branch’ and
entering the code for Woodhouse Eaves’ Post Office which is 406217.
People can also comment about the proposal by email at
comments@postoffice.co.uk or by post at FREEPOST Your Comments –
although anyone sending comments by post should allow two working days
for their letter to reach the Post Office Ltd.
Dawn Kirby
Birthday celebration thank you
I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to everyone who made my 100th
birthday on 31st March such a special occasion. Thank you to everybody
who organized the party at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall, to those who
prepared food and drink, those who provided music and to everyone who
attended.
Sue Preston
Students enjoy Austrian exchange
Students swapped the rolling hills of
Charnwood to the ski slopes of the Alps as
they took part in a week-long exercise to
tighten ties and increase international
relations with their Austrian counterparts.
Nine students from Welbeck Defence Sixth
Form College near Woodhouse visited the
Military Realgymnasium in Wiener
Neustadt in February. The Military
Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College
students on the slopes in Iselberg.
Realgymnasium is similar to Welbeck in
so much as the students follow an
academic, sporting and military skills and leadership training programme.
However unlike Welbeck, there is no requirement for the Austrian students
to follow a career in the armed forces.
The visit is part of an annual exchange programme, now in its 15th year,
which included academic lessons, a five-day joint skiing exercise in
Iselsberg and tours around Vienna and the Austrian equivalent of the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst. A group of Austrian students will visit the UK in
June to take part in Welbeck’s summer military exercise.
Heather Neep
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Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club update
The cricket season has started and the members are hoping for a
successful year. The 1st XI, who are under new leadership in the form of
Paul Gleaves, are in Division 5 West of the Leicestershire and Rutland
League. Their first home fixture is against Bardon Hill 2 on Saturday, 2nd
May. During the season the club will be entertaining, among others, teams
from Newbold Verdon, Charnwood Old Boys, Stoke Golding, Kirby Muxloe
and Leicester Ivanhoe.
The 2nd XI are in Division 8 West and will be led by new captain Suhayl
Patel. They start their fixtures on Saturday, 2nd May with a visit to
Broughton Astley. There is a home league match every Saturday until the
end of August and spectators are always welcome.
As usual it will be a busy season as we also have a match every Thursday
evening in the Loughborough League plus our usual Sunday friendly
matches.
Junior coaching will start at the ground on Friday, 8th May from 6.00pm to
7.00pm. Both boys and girls are welcome to come and meet our fully
qualified coaches who can introduce them to the game.
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As always the club would be glad to see new members. Anyone interested
should contact John Gillingham on (01509) 890 193 or Don Bennett on
(01509) 890 828.
Don Bennett
Volunteer litter pickers’ spring clean
On 19th March seven volunteers from Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves,
plus a friend from outside the area, responded to a request by Keep Britain
Tidy for volunteer groups across the country to do a spring clean of their
area by clearing litter from roadside verges, parks and open spaces.
Altogether 14 dustbin sacks of litter, in addition to rubbish such as a
rusting bucket and debris from a car crash which could not fit into the sacks,
were collected from Brand Lane, Swithland Road, Joe Moore’s Lane and
the stream alongside Broombriggs car park.
Fly-tipping on Forest Road and Brand Lane was reported to Charnwood
Borough Council. All of this litter had accumulated despite the fact that our
parish’s litter volunteers regularly clear these areas.
Many thanks to the volunteers who took part in the spring clean – Vincent
Riley, Ann Irving, Viv Pipe, Penny Harding, Janet Whitmore, Liz Randall and
our visitor friend.
Pam Crankshaw, volunteer litter warden
Appeal to dog owners
The issue of dog foul left by irresponsible dog owners at various places
around the parish has been recently documented in Roundabout (see p.27
October 2014) and a reader has been in touch with the magazine to ask for
the issue to be raised again and to appeal to dog owners to clean up after
their dogs; this time with particular reference to Brook Road in Woodhouse
Eaves.
As well as dog faeces being left along the lane, there are also problems
with some people bagging their dog’s poo and then either dumping it by the
side of the lane, leaving it in hedgerows or even throwing it over fences onto
people’s property. The maximum penalty for not cleaning up after your dog
is £1,000 fine. If a dog owner is caught by a Charnwood Borough Council
street warden, enforcement officer or dog warden they could be stung with
an on-the-spot £80 fixed penalty notice.
Anyone who would like to report dog fouling in their area should call the
borough council on (01509) 634 564.
Dawn Kirby
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Sonrise Service : Beacon Hill welcomes Easter
Where were you on Easter morning
at 6.30am? Well, some of us
managed to crawl out of bed and up
to Beacon Hill for the Annual Sonrise
Service.
Around 100 people from churches all
over the Charnwood area gathered
together for the short service. At one
point in the proceedings we were all
The sun rising over Beacon Hill on Easter
encouraged to face the direction
Sunday.
from where we originated. Then it
became clear that there were people on the summit who were born much
further afield, places like Romania, Japan and China. Although woolly hats
and gloves were in evidence, the weather was much better than it has been
in years past, even though the sun remained largely hidden behind the
clouds for the duration of the service.
Some folks had even brought their dogs, one of which made up for the lack
of musical accompaniment by joining in the singing of some of the
traditional Easter hymns. This is a great tradition that has really caught the
imagination of the local church communities.
Mark Temple
Easter fun

Emily and Annie Barnes tucking into their
hot cross pizzas.

On Good Friday youngsters from
Woodhouse, Swithland and
Woodhouse Eaves joined together for
a workshop exploring the events of
Holy Week. They took part in activities
such as making peg-leg donkeys,
wristbands, Last Supper plates and
hot cross pizzas. The event was
organized by Christians in the Forest
which includes members from St
Paul's, the Methodist and Baptist
churches in Woodhouse Eaves, St
Leonard's Church in Swithland and St
Mary's Church in Woodhouse.
Emma Lowe
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Roundabout survey 2015 ̶ results summary
Thanks again to those who completed our survey back in February. We
have now had time to look through responses handed in to the Post Office,
as well as those submitted online.
Analysis of results
What is your favourite section of Roundabout?
What's On
Stories about local people
Parish Council News
News in brief
Gardening articles
Feature articles
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Percentage of responses

We discovered that
93 per cent of
respondents read
every issue and
100 per cent always
read stories about
local people, with
feature articles also
proving popular.
But 87 per cent of
the respondents
were female!

Chart of responses to one of the survey questions.

Feedback
It was really lovely to read your positive comments and we have taken the
time to read through all your suggestions for improvements and other things
that could be included in the magazine. We will continue to work on your
feedback and make changes where we are able to.
We need your help
We do feel that Roundabout should continue to be non-political, nonreligious and overall inclusive. We also hope to keep it informative and
entertaining. With that in mind, and based on your suggestions, we would
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like to appeal to anyone who might be able to assist with writing or providing
information on the following content for the magazine: local walks,
volunteering opportunities available locally (please also feel free to share
details of what you have been doing as a volunteer), and would anyone like
to, or be able to, continue Mark Temple’s effort with another locally-themed
quiz?
We are also always looking for new contributors and fresh voices for the
magazine. For anyone who would like to get in touch, or to provide input
into the magazine, please do so via email at roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk or by hand or post at Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post
Office, 45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG.
Natalie Ward

A twist of fate: attending Richard III’s re-interment
Woodhouse Eaves resident Keith Randon shares with us how a chance decision eight
years ago put him on track to be in the second row at Leicester Cathedral for Richard
III’s re-interment. Ed.

All of us know how much fate plays a part in our lives. Very often we can
look back at some trivial happening where our lives changed direction,
although at that time we were unaware. When I retired my wife was still
working so with time on my hands I attended many historical conferences
and seminars. In 2007 there was one that looked a little out of the ordinary
at the Dixie Grammar School in Market Bosworth.
The promoters were The Richard III Foundation. Completing the form, I was
a little worried to see that my cheque went to Las Vegas, but the street
name was Vintage Wine Avenue which reassured me a little.
One Saturday in October was the day of the conference. Various scholars
and experts gave papers on the Ricardian world, combat, families of that
time, types of penetrative arrows for various purposes, and so on. What a
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day; I was hooked and joined the foundation. Its aims are to get justice for
King Richard and to support scholars studying the period with much of the
membership living in the United States.
To someone who had worked in Friar Lane, Leicester there was often chat
about Richard probably still lying out there ‘somewhere’. But how wonderful
when Philippa Langley, almost single-handed, raised the money and drove
Leicester University to dig for him. To me, she should be given a high
honour for her achievement.
At all stages I supported the reburial in Leicester as we had accepted his
body when all shunned him. It was also my view that the dead should feed
the living wherever possible. Leicester should benefit greatly from this
rediscovery and reburial.
From time to time, over the years, I had attended some function in Leicester
or Market Bosworth to represent The Richard III Foundation. When the reinterment of Richard III approached, I wondered if anything may come my
way related to the week’s events. However I did not apply for anything
except tickets for the evening concert on 26th March.
The phone call
About three weeks before the event, I had a call from Los Angeles. Joe Ann
Ricca, who runs the foundation had found that she could not get to the reinterment on 26th March; would I go in her place? There is an old saying in
Leicestershire – ‘can dooks swim?’
Bob Grange and I were to go, with Robert Hardy, the actor, who is our
president. The week before, Bob and I slipped into Leicester to check
access, drop-off points and the state of the cathedral. The cathedral would
look marvellous, there was no doubt. We found somewhere to be dropped
off and all seemed well.
On the day, the organization was excellent. Those involved can be truly
proud. All of the week, the visitors to, and people of, Leicester had the same
joyous spirit as is shown at jubilees. Nothing was allowed to spoil the
atmosphere. That spirit was present on this day as well.
The service
My wife Pat was to take us in early to wait for Robert Hardy and she
dropped us off near Wyggeston’s Hospital. At the agreed time, Robert
Hardy appeared at Southgates with his chauffeur-friend (who was
accommodated on the old bus-station site). Then the three of us set off with
our coded tickets for the south door of the cathedral. After our tickets were
checked, we were accepted and sent on our way, across the nave to the
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north aisle. Seats were allocated to us in the second row, behind such
people as Dr Philip Stone (chair of the Richard III Society), Dr John
Ashdown-Hill (a historian who traced the descendants of the York family)
and Philippa Langley.
We took our seats, looking across to where the coffin lay, near the west
door. All around us were the cameras and cables of the Channel 4 relay of
events. The VIPs came inside in two phases. Firstly were those senior
people from the university, city and county councils, and societies who were
brought in sequentially. As ‘society’ representatives, we chose not to enter
in this way. Then came the Royal party and we were all on our feet.
After this the service started. The general view was that the Bishop of
Leicester delivered an excellent sermon which was very appropriate for this
important day. Note that it is over 50 years since we have buried a king of
England. All was done very well and those organizing this occasion can be
truly satisfied with their work.
As at sporting occasions, those there, often see less than those watching
events on television. Once the coffin was moved towards the east for
interment, it passed from our sight. Nonetheless we were part of that
assembly and the spirit of the day was exceptional.
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At the end of the service, again, groups were called to exit before the
general departure, and we took our lead from Robert Hardy here as to the
correct moment. This will certainly be one of the highlights of my life, made
more outstanding as I’d never thought I stood a chance of being present.
Keith Randon

Exploring our ‘treescape’
Heritage warden Kate Moore is organizing a tree walk around Woodhouse Eaves later
this month (see What’s on) but for those who cannot make the event or would prefer to
explore the walk at their own pace can do so by following this trail provided by parish
tree warden Maggie Morland. Ed.

The Woodhouse Eaves Tree Trail is a two-mile (3km) walk around the
village to explore and appreciate our ‘treescape’.
Start at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall in Main Street. How do the hawthorn
and rowan trees in the car park find water?!
1.
Public footpath. Look for
the red maple in the play area
and many different types of tree
in the hedge. Hazel is often
coppiced (cut regularly) to
produce many thin stems for
basket-weaving, hurdle fences,
walking sticks, thatching spars
or charcoal. An old oak towers
above the hedge.
2.
Windmill Rise. A large
bracket fungus is growing in a
hole on the huge beech where
a branch is missing. If you wish
look for cones under the six tall
pine trees.

A hand-drawn sketch of the tree trail map.

4.
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3.
Main Street. The gnarled,
old cherry tree needed some
support. Yews frame the front
of the Baptist Church.

Tuckett Road. As you walk past explore the different textures of bark on
cherry, silver birch and maple trees here. Trees are tagged to identify
and care for them. Further up the hill, you will be able to see the bark of
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an oak has healed over a wound. Bark protects the tree from injury,
disease, extreme heat or cold and insect pests.
5.

The Green and down Bird Hill Road. Look for old stumps in the line of
the hedge and a horse-chestnut with three trunks.

6.

Beacon Road. Enjoy the old oaks lining the road and views across to
the trees on Beacon Hill.

7.

Broombriggs Farm. A new community orchard has been planted here
and a larch tree (a deciduous conifer) can be seen behind the
information board. Follow the main bridleway and go through the
second gate. After this go over the stile on the left and follow the path
through woodland to the top of Windmill Hill. Along the way look out for
younger hazel, guelder rose, wild cherry, rowan, field maple and
dogwood among the established gorse bushes, holly, oaks and Scots
pines with their pinkish bark. You may even spot wild raspberries and
hazelnuts.

8. Windmill Hill. Near the top, there is an oak
tree near a bench. If you measure the
spread of the branches in paces, the oak’s
root system spreads out at least as far as
the branches. Most roots grow in the top
layer of soil as they need oxygen. Oaks
also have a deeper vertical tap root. A
mature oak needs around 225 litres (about
50 gallons) of water a day. Look for tree
roots on the surface as you climb to the
windmill. Enjoy the views over the trees.
Sycamore trees line the path down from
the windmill and fallen logs have been left
for beetles and other insects.
9.

An oak tree.

Mill Road. Ornamental trees line the road,
maples, lilac, copper beech and a fine
variegated sycamore (Leopoldii). Variegated leaves are caused by a
mutation in the cells and they cannot photosynthesise as well as
completely green leaves. They may also provide protection from insects
who will avoid laying eggs on them because they think they are
diseased. At the bottom, cross Maplewell Road carefully and head
toward Victoria Road.

10. Victoria Road. Look for the line of six tall lime trees with heart-shaped
leaves as you walk up the road to the very top.

Roundabout May 2015

17

18

Roundabout May 2015

11. Footpath toward Church Hill. Trees seen from the path include apple,
silver birch, sycamore, weeping willow, the tall, straight Lombardy
poplar, Scots pine, mountain ash, holly and a large overhanging black
pine. Look for pairs of long ‘needle’ leaves on the ground or hard woody
cones which contain seeds. The drooping branches of great beeches
shade the path.
12. Church Hill. Look left and right to admire two horse chestnut trees. In
the churchyard are beeches, Scots pine and two limes with
characteristic ‘burrs’ and leaf shoots low on the trunk, the first is a
small-leaved lime or linden. Clipped yews line the path to the church.
Yew was used to make longbows, as the wood is strong and flexible.
They were planted in churchyards as this was often the only place
where animals couldn’t eat them. All parts of a yew are poisonous, but
birds eat the red, fleshy part of the berry without digesting the
poisonous seed inside. Yews are the longest-lived European plant and
can grow to be thousands of years old.
13. Back to the village hall. Keep your eyes peeled and enjoy the roadside
trees on the way.
Maggie Morland, tree warden
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Literary locals
A few months ago I wrote an article celebrating famous people who have
had connections with the parish. I appealed at the time for any suggestions
regarding people I might have missed. I have recently discovered a couple
of people, both writers, who once had links to Woodhouse Eaves.
Poetry from a milkman?
The first is a poet, Edward Mansell Buxton.
When he was working it is difficult to pinpoint.
He was certainly writing verse up until the
1980s publishing a small collection of 11
poems in 1984. The poems are short and
steeped in romance, nostalgia and rustic
images. Who was this man? Where did he
come from? An elderly neighbour suggests he
may have been a local milkman, does this ring
any bells?

A book of the works of Edward
Mansell Buxton.

Despite the surname there doesn’t seem to be
a connection with Canon Derek Buxton, a
former vicar at St Paul’s Church. There are
few clues on the internet so any information
would be appreciated. Here are a few lines
from a poem of his entitled Armistice Dream:

I heard the cries of anguish there,
Beyond the white-flecked wave;
Where some fond mother’s son had died,
I saw a lonely grave.
I wander down an English lane,
How sweet and clear the morn;
Where late the poppies crimson sheen.
Adorns the golden corn.

E. Phillips Oppenheim (1866-1946) may not be a name familiar to many
now but in the early twentieth century he was a popular and prolific author,
writing well over 100 novels along with 37 short story volumes. He was born
on 22nd October 1866, in London. His father was a successful leather
merchant, his mother Henrietta Susannah Temperley Budd. ‘Oppy’, as he
was called, attended the Wyggeston Grammar School in Leicester. When
he was 16 years old he left to assist his father in his leather business, which
he stayed in for more than 20 years.
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Novel success and parish connections
In 1892 Oppenheim married Elise Clara
Hopkins and they lived in Evington, until the
First World War, with their daughter, Charlotte.
During the war he worked for the Ministry of
Information which probably inspired many of the
tales of espionage and daring-do for which he
became famous.
He wrote in his spare time. His first novel,
Expiation (1886), and subsequent thrillers
caught the eye of a wealthy New York
businessman who bought out the leather
business at the turn of the century and made
E (Edward) Phillips Oppenheim. Oppenheim a high-salaried director. He was
thus freed to devote the major part of his time to
writing. His novels, short stories and plays were
peopled with sophisticated heroes, adventurous spies, and dashing
noblemen. Among his well-known works are The Long Arm of Mannister
(1910), The Moving Finger (1911), and The Great Impersonation (1920).
Though he published some of his earlier books under the pseudonym
'Anthony Partridge', Oppenheim soon became a well-known writer (and
illustrator) of short stories. Many combined parables of everyday life with
tales of international espionage. His heroes were sophisticated playboys
leading lives of romance and adventure in the underworld. He wrote about
spies who were always up for a challenge, and evil villains who were
invariably devious and caddish.
Writing decades before Household and Buchan achieved their popularity
some writers have conjectured that Ian Fleming’s early Bond books, mirror
Oppenheim’s style. As far as his local connection to Woodhouse Eaves
goes we know, from his autobiography that he lived in the village at one
time. It would be great to know when and where he resided. In the second
chapter of his autobiography is this tantalising paragraph:
I was about 22 years old when there was what is called ‘a boom’ in the
leather trade and we really made a certain amount of money. I gave up
some of my too strenuous work, joined a cricket club, went for long walks in
the country on Sundays and finally took a four-roomed cottage in
Woodhouse Eaves, a picturesque village in Leicestershire, afterwards the
scene of one of my later novels. I had a four-mile walk every morning and
every evening, motor-cars in those days being unknown and safety-
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bicycles a rarity. I made friends with a man named Cheshire - the local
curate - and he invited me to share his cottage. He had a well-stocked
library, shared my enthusiasm for the poems of Tennyson and Matthew
Arnold and was altogether a very pleasant and agreeable companion.

I have since discovered another connection with Stoneywell Cottage at
Ulverscroft. In a photograph album there is an old cutting from the Leicester
Mercury, for 2nd June 1939. It shows startling pictures of the fire that
destroyed the thatched roof. In the accompanying article there was this
short sentence.
It is a cottage with a romantic history, and has association with Phillips
Oppenheim, the Leicester author, who while staying with the late Mr
Gimson, wrote several novels there...

And so, dear reader, in the words of a character who could easily have
come out of an Oppenheim novel, here is your mission, if you choose to
accept it. Which novel is set in Woodhouse Eaves and which stories were
written at Stoneywell Cottage? Has anyone else ever set a story in our
village? Don’t let me down, I await your replies.
Mark Temple
Anyone with information to answer Mark Temple’s questions can contact him by email
at mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk

Eric Preston: a proud son of Woodhouse Eaves
After reading Evelyn Brown’s article based on Eric
Preston’s account of his childhood years in
Woodhouse Eaves (see Roundabout March 2015),
Eric’s eldest daughter Mary Neal got in touch with us
to share more memories of her family.
Eric Richard Preston was born on 2nd July 1921 and
was the youngest child of Alice and James Preston
who lived in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves at that
time. He was one of 13 children and sadly he did not
really get to know his father well as James died
when he was only two years old. The family moved
Eric Preston outside the
to a small house in Meadow Road and it is that
house in Meadow Road.
house that his daughter Mary remembers going to
visit as a young girl.
Memories of Woodhouse Eaves
Mary was born in March 1945 in Morley Street, Loughborough, where her
mother Sissley (who was known as Cicely, the original spelling coming from
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the registrar misspelling her name on her birth certificate) was lodging at
that time. Eric was still serving in the army in the Second World War.
Although she would later come to live in Quorn and then Mountsorrel, Mary
was christened at St Paul’s Church in Woodhouse Eaves and remembers
visiting her grandmother Alice and her Auntie Dora at the house in Meadow
Road on Sunday mornings. This was before the primary school was built at
the end of the street.
She would walk over from Quorn with her father and then she would be sent
to the nearby farm with a jug to fill with milk and to fetch some butter. She
remembers being asked if she would like a drink and then ‘I pretty much
had the milk straight from the cow’. She added that ‘at the top of the road
where the pharmacy is now used to be a bakery where I used to go for the
bread’. Mary’s other presiding memory of her grandmother Alice was her
‘very, very long hair and she could sit on it’.
When I used to go and stay with them she would always leave the last pin
in for me to take out. When I did it used to cascade down and it was snow
white.

Dora Preston, Mary’s aunt, never married and lived with Mary’s
grandmother, Alice. When Alice died she moved to Beacon Road and then
Quorn where she lived until she died in 1993.
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In his book Recollections of Woodhouse Eaves (God’s Country) (which is
available to read in the Local Studies section (Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves) of Loughborough Library), Eric Preston refers to Woodhouse Eaves
as ‘a caring, sharing community’ and Mary confirmed that although he did
not move back after the Second World War ‘he always loved Woodhouse
Eaves. It was where his childhood was’.
Eric and Cicely
Before the Second World War broke out Mary’s
mother worked in domestic service for the Brunton
family at the top of Maplewell Road. Eric and
Cicely met after he was dared by one of his mates
to put her on top of a wall. After literally sweeping
her off her feet the couple started courting.
During the Second World War their romance
bloomed despite Eric enlisting in May 1941 and
travelling all over the world to India, Africa, Europe,
Singapore and Indonesia. They married at St
Paul’s Church in Woodhouse Eaves in 1944 where
Cicely borrowed her bridal dress from a friend to
whom she had been bridesmaid for her wedding a
few months before. They would end up being
married for more than 60 years.
Eric and Cicely were married
at St Paul’s Church.
War service
Eric started as a driver in the A Company No.5
Training Battalion (Drivers) in Royal Army
Service Corps. Following various postings he
travelled to the Middle East and India. In April
1942 he became a cook and by November
1942 he was transferred to Army Catering
Corps.

Eric Preston in his Parachute
Regiment maroon beret.

26

In April 1943 he joined the 10th Battalion
Parachute Regiment and was posted to
Alexandria in Egypt and Tripoli in Libya. The
regiment took part in Operation Slapstick in
September 1943, a successful operation to
divert German forces from where the main
Allied landings were planned in Normandy and
to seize Italian ports.
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In September 1944 he was one of the first to parachute into Arnhem as part
of Operation Market Garden. The campaign was an unsuccessful attempt to
seize bridges across the Maas and the Rhine in Holland so that the Allies
could skirt around the Siegfried Line (Germany’s defensive line) and head
into Germany. Of 582 men of the battalion who landed on 18th September,
92 were killed, 404 were made prisoners of war and 96 were evacuated.
Mary said that her father did not talk about his wartime experiences but he
did describe Arnhem as ‘horrendous’.
In December 1944 he was posted to 2nd Parachute Battalion and travelled
to India, Singapore (where, he was always proud to say, they were billeted
in Raffles Hotel) and Indonesia before being demobbed in December 1946.
He was decorated with the Africa Star, Italy Star, France and Germany Star,
The Defence Medal, War Medal 1939 to 1945 and the 1939 to 1945 Star.
Cicely served in the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) from 1942 to 1945
where she cooked and packed parachutes.
Later life
After leaving the army Eric worked in a scrap metal yard in Loughborough.
The family moved from Quorn to Mountsorrel in 1955 when he went to work
as a driller at the Rolls Royce factory in Mountsorrel. He worked there until
his retirement on 4th July 1986. They have three daughters, seven
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. His other loves were gardening
and wine-making.
Eric’s life in the army had a profound impact on him and he sustained his
connection with the armed forces by being chairman of the Royal British
Legion in Mountsorrel and volunteering as a collector for the Poppy Appeal
for many years. He would march in the Remembrance Sunday parade and
read the Role of Honour at St Peter’s Church in Mountsorrel.
Eric died on 18th August 2009 aged 88 and Cicely died on 6th August 2010
aged 87. Mary and her grand-daughter Ellie march for him at Mountsorrel’s
Remembrance parade and Mary wears his war medals in his honour and
memory. I would like to thank Mary and her husband Pat for their time and
generosity of sharing their memories of Eric and Cicely, both remarkable
people with ties to Woodhouse Eaves.
Dawn Kirby

May in the garden
If April is the month in which nature shows us a tantalising promise of
summer to come, then May begins to fulfil that promise in earnest. My
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flower borders are now full of lush growth with buds about to burst into
colour. Centaurea montana or mountain cornflower fills the borders with its
slightly silvery foliage and large, spiky blue flowers; while Geranium ‘Bill
Wallis’ creeps along the edges of the flowerbeds with its delightful tiny
jewel-like purple flowers. The old apple tree has blossomed, a sight I’ve
waited the long winter to see.
Taller perennials such as foxgloves and delphiniums will need tying to plant
supports to prevent them from flopping over. Early flowering plants like
lupins and flag iris can be cut back to four or five centimetres after
flowering. May is also the time I start to look out for pests like greenfly. If
you catch them early I find a good dousing with soapy water often does the
trick. On roses I prefer to rub them off with finger and thumb.
Baskets and pots
If you haven't already done so, now is the time to plant up summer hanging
baskets. By now the risk of frost has passed so baskets can be planted and
hung straight outside on brackets. Take a visit to your local garden centre
where you will find a huge variety of colourful varieties of annuals well
suited to a hanging basket. Be creative and bold with your colours. Plant up
your basket at the beginning of the month and you will have a stunning
display in just a few weeks.
I also like to position plant pots filled with annuals on my patio. I tend to
group pots of different sizes together as I find this creates a more eyecatching display. Remember at this time of year that any container-grown
plants will need plenty of water and regular feed to keep them blooming
throughout the summer months.
I’ll be the first to admit I can never resist buying new plants during spring,
but it’s also very satisfying to grow some of your own; seeds of sweet
Williams, wallflowers and forget-me-nots are simple and easy to grow.
Towards the end of the month start propagating some of your favourite
flowers from the garden. Take cuttings from dianthus (pinks) and collect
seed from foxgloves. Propagate flowering climbers such as wisteria,
honeysuckle and clematis using the layering method.
Outstanding plants
There are two plants that really stand out for me in May. Aquilegia or
‘Granny’s Bonnet’ is a very common cottage garden plant that is often
considered a weed because it self-seeds so easily, but I love it. There are
some really beautiful cultivated varieties that, for me, should have a place in
every herbaceous border.
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‘Nora Barlow’ is an old variety that has tight buds of apple green, a colour
which stays on the tip of the petals as they unfurl into a ball of pink and
white flowers. This variety also makes a good cut flower. There is also a
black version called ‘Black Barlow’.
Euphorbia is a perennial that has everything – evergreen foliage for winter
interest followed by flower bracts that last all summer. Some of my favourite
varieties include the fresh green stems of Euphorbia palustris which turn
crimson, yellow and orange in the autumn. Euphorbia griffithi or 'Fireglow'
has classic orange bracts rather than the more common green. This plant is
happy in the middle or back of any herbaceous border or can be grown in
outdoor planters.
Among the vegetable plots
There is also plenty of work in the vegetable garden. Weeds will start to
compete with any vegetables so make sure you keep on top of them by
regularly hoeing. In the greenhouse, tomato plants will be putting on a
growth spurt so make sure you tie in plants to cane supports to stop them
flopping over and feed regularly.
Now is the time to take softwood cuttings of herb plants and pot them up in
modules. Seedlings raised in the greenhouse such as courgettes, marrows
and tomatoes can now be planted
outside as long as the threat of frost
is past.
If you haven't already sown runner
beans inside, now is the time to sow
them outdoors. Make sure you have
erected supports of tall canes or
hazel beforehand. I also sow seeds
of dwarf and climbing beans in rows
alongside supporting canes.
Other crops that can be sown
directly into the ground at this time
are beetroot, basil, spring onions,
carrots, parsnip and radish.
Jo Poultney
For more information read Jo’s blog at
thejoyfulgardenerblog.wordpress.com
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Woodhouses Gardening Club: the National Forest
On 19th March, Sam Lattaway joined the Woodhouses Gardening Club to
talk about the National Forest. He is the head of landscape, biodiversity and
recreation at the National Forest Company (NFC) and therefore part of the
team which also maintains and develops the Charnwood section of the
National Forest. It is a forest in the medieval sense of the word, i.e. every
inch of it is not covered by trees. Indeed, the intention is to include
heathland, open spaces and even farmland (to ensure food security).
The term ‘national forest’ can be confusing because it can seem to imply
that the intention is to cover the entire mainland with trees but, in fact, the
aim is to create a forest for the nation. The idea for this was born in 1987
and several areas vied for the position. In 1990, 200 square miles of the
Midlands was chosen and Sam assured us that a big factor in the decision
to locate the forest here was the strong local support. The scheme was
officially opened in 1991 when Michael Heseltine planted the first tree.
Gardening on a grand scale
Sam sees his job as gardening on a big scale – a very big scale. The
various areas within the National Forest have different aspects to them
which lend themselves to different types of gardening. The Charnwood
area, including Woodhouse Eaves, lends itself to more trees being planted.
This means that it is one of the most densely planted areas of the National
Forest. Other areas are prime agricultural land and require less new tree
planting.
The work of the NFC is not all about trees. The old Rawdon Colliery site
near Swadlincote has been completely re-developed and extensively
planted and is now the adventure park known as Conkers while the Ashby
canal has been extensively refurbished. However, one can understand why
it is has not yet been linked with the wider network when you hear that it
takes £1 million to create just one kilometre of new canal. That said, it is
hoped that in time this aim can be achieved.
Although much of the NFC’s work relates to new ventures we shouldn’t
forget that it is also there to look after much older trees. In fact, there are
five oak trees in its care that are termed as ‘veterans’ as they are each
about 700 years old.
Monitoring wildlife
The team also support the wildlife in the area. In terms of birds, there are a
pair of so-called ‘sandmartin walls’ where these birds nest. Curiously,
although the birds successfully return each year, only one of these walls
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has residents in any given year and no-one has so far been able to figure
out why the other wall is always left vacant. Sam feels there is a research
project there looking for someone to pick up. The number of buzzards is
steadily increasing and there have been a few sightings of red kites too.
There are lots of ways to visit but Sam highlighted the National Forest Way
– a footpath which weaves its way through the entire forest, including
through Broombriggs Farm, and is an impressive 75 miles long. Of course
there are those who would want to do the walk in one go – a number of
people have already completed it within 24 hours – but it is also divided into
12 stages that showcase different aspects of the forest. Stage one starts at
Beacon Hill so Sam was surprised to hear that more people hadn’t heard of
it already (for more details visit www.nationalforestway.co.uk).
Finally, Sam explained that a somewhat arbitrary goal of 30 per cent tree
coverage was set when the National Forest began. Although huge inroads
have been made to achieve this, it was incredible to hear that 10 million
more trees would need to be planted in order to reach that goal. He was
keen to explain that the aims of the National Forest are many and diverse
so the team tend not to get too hung up on this one target but it would seem
likely that we are going to see a lot more trees being planted in the area
over the coming years.
Amanda Garland
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on page 35. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Difficult pronunciations and
tongue-twisters
Online blogging and voting
community Reddit has set its
members the task to find the most
difficult words to pronounce in the
English language.
After more than 5,000 submissions
from all over the world its top five
most difficult words to pronounce,
particularly for foreign language
speakers, are: Worcestershire
(Leicestershire was also mentioned
for the same reason that it is not
pronounced as it is spelt), choir,
squirrel, anemone and isthmus.
‘Sixth’ came in at sixth with one of
the contributors coming up with the
best tongue-twister: ‘The sixth sick
sheikh’s sixth sheep’s sick’ –
independent.co.uk, 7th April 2015.
One-liners
Continuing with word-play, the
internet is a wonderful thing but it is
also full of useless information
including a website full of quips and
one-liners. See what you think
below but be prepared to groan:
‘My maths book recently saw a
psychiatrist – it kept complaining
that it had too many problems.’
‘I’d give my right arm to be
ambidextrous.’
‘Time is a great teacher.
Unfortunately it kills all its pupils’ –
wordplay.donhmorris.com/quips.
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A chocoholics’ dream
Weighing in at 17,637 pounds,
standing 27.9 feet high and having
a diameter of 19.7 feet, this Easter
egg must be a dream come true for
any chocoholic. It was made in
Bariloche in Argentina and it is
believed to be the world’s largest
handmade Easter egg –
telegraph.co.uk, 6th April 2015.

Dog barks down RSPCA van to
hitch ride back home
A Yorkshire terrier was reunited with
its owner after flagging down a
RSPCA van. Alfie had been stolen
and then abandoned more than 100
miles from home. When a RSPCA
van drove past him he ran, barking
into the middle of a country lane
making the inspector pull over. She
stopped and the dog jumped
straight in as she opened the door.
After scanning its microchip she
discovered Alfie had been stolen
from a house in the West Midlands.
Inspector Stephanie Law said ‘it
was as if he recognised my uniform
and knew I was there to rescue him’
– news.sky.com, 8th April, 2015.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
methods listed at the bottom of the page.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3.
Send any material for Roundabout by:
Email: roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Hand or post: Roundabout, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office,
45 Maplewell Road, Woodhouse Eaves, LE12 8RG.

Solution to Codeword
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What’s on in May

Mon

th

4

8.30
onward

Sat

9th

Mon

11th

10.00 –
4.00
7.30

Sat

16th

7.30

Sun

17th

2.00

Mon 18th
Wed 20th

7.00
7.30

21st

7.30

Wed 27th

7.30

Thu

Sat

30th

Sat

30th

Mon
SatSun

1st
6th7th

9.30 –
2.30
10.00 –
12.00

7.00
2.00 –
6.00

May
May Day Challenge, 13.5-mile run and
walk. For more visit www.woodhousemay-day-challenge.co.uk
Art and craft fair, local handmade
crafts and gifts and a raffle.
Local History Group, ‘Battle of
Frezenberg 13th May 1915’, Peter
Spooner.
Singing For Fun perform concert in aid
of Cancer Research UK. For more
details tel. 0116 267 4746.
Tree walk around Woodhouse Eaves,
part of National Forest Walking
Festival. Kate Moore (01509) 891 005.
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
WI, to discuss resolutions for National
Federation of Women’s Institutes’
AGM and social evening.
Woodhouses Gardening Club, ‘Edible
landscaping’, Clive Simms explores
what can be eaten in the garden.
Film show, The Theory of Everything
(Eddie Redmayne, Felicity Jones).
Light refreshments or BYO.
Zip wire and high aerial trek for adults
and children. Call (01509) 890 119.
Cottage Surgery patient group,
‘Happy, Healthy Us’, find fun ways to
keep fit and healthy.
June
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens and
allotments. Refreshments & plant sale.

Start at Village
Hall
Village Hall, £1
on the door
Methodist
Church, £3
non-members
Village Hall

Village Hall

Village Hall
Village Hall,
members only
Village Hall, £3
non-members
Village Hall, £4,
n’agent or on
door
Beaumanor
Hall
Village Hall

Village Hall
£4.50, PO, VH,
gardens

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

