Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda Garland,
Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
The parish has been a hive of activity, making it a difficult task to squeeze
everything into this magazine – one highlight is St Paul’s School receiving
‘outstanding’ across the board at their recent Ofsted inspection (see p.16).
There is also lots to look forward to with the upcoming Annual Parish
Meeting giving residents the chance to ask questions of the council (see
p.12), while the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show organizers
reveal the classes for this year’s competition (see p.18).

Parish council news
End of the council year
March and April lead into the year-end and audit phase of local councils’
calendars. Papers go first to a local auditor and then, after final approval by
the parish council, they are sent to Government-appointed external
auditors. From mid-June to mid-July the accounts are open to inspection on
request. May’s council meeting elects or re-elects a chair and a vice-chair
for the year and decides on committees and other roles and duties to be
adopted for the coming year up to April 2017.
Parking
A small change to the car park is the yellow box outside the new building
entrance. As the building’s door opens outwards (a historical situation) it
can be difficult if someone parks right outside it. Charnwood Borough
Council will pay half of the cost as they help to fund the car park’s
maintenance in return for the parish making it available to the general public
every daytime.
Parking can be a nightmare elsewhere in Woodhouse Eaves, so this issue
will go onto May or June’s council agenda to see if there are any ideas that
might help. Highways officers did respond to an earlier request for help, but
other than painting yellow lines everywhere they were unable to assist.
New building to be signed off soon
Builders Keller Construction will complete the ‘snagging’ issues soon and
will be paid their final instalment at the end of June, on the first anniversary
of the basic completion. The new building is well used and the income from
bookings is helping the charity with its overall running costs.
Property maintenance
As has been mentioned many times before, for a small council, there is a lot
of property to maintain including around 20 roadside seats, 30-odd street-
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light columns as well as buildings and land. The council also pays the
electricity bill for all street lighting in the parish. There is a long list of our
property on the website, for which councillors and staff have to carry out
regular safety and condition checks. To help, the council has agreed to
contract someone to help look after the property, starting in the summer.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Good Neighbour Scheme update
The fantastic response to the community survey just goes to prove what a
community-spirited parish Woodhouse is! To date, 55 individuals have
expressed an interest in volunteering for a scheme to cover the two villages.
From the responses, we know that some residents would like assistance
with minor household jobs or repairs, gardening, lifts to medical
appointments, collection of shopping, prescriptions or other essentials, and
support with using the internet. Others would like someone to visit them for
a chat. If you completed a form requesting help now or in the future, please
bear with us. There is a formal process to go through to safeguard

6

Roundabout May/June 2016

volunteers and scheme users. We hope to get the scheme up and running
as soon as possible and we will provide another update in the next issue of
Roundabout.
The next steps will be to form a Steering Group, set up public liability
insurance and personal accident cover for the scheme and get all
volunteers DBS-checked (Disclosure and Barring Service, formerly CRB).
Signing up as a volunteer is not an onerous task: it is a question of offering
what help you can and when it suits you. The only age limit is that you must
be over 18. The scheme will be coordinated by a mobile phone, shared on a
rota system, and answered within reasonable hours for example, from
9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday. Individuals requesting help are
expected to provide reasonable notice if possible. If you have particular
skills that may benefit the scheme, such as web design or graphic
illustration, we would be grateful of your contributions ‘in kind’.
If you are interested in volunteering for or using the scheme but haven’t
completed a form, it’s not too late to be involved. Please contact Jo Ling on
jling@ruralcc.org.uk or 0116 268 9708.
The next Good Neighbour Scheme meeting will be held at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 7th June at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall. Everyone is welcome.
Jo Ling
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WHNW) update
Residents are being urged to remain vigilant following a spate of incidents
in the parish. In March, there were 20 crimes reported to the police in the
parish including three burglaries (two in Bird Hill Road and one in Paterson
Drive) and six break-ins into sheds, garages and outbuildings. Other
incidents included theft of a trailer from Beacon Road on 5th March, two
cement mixers from Hill Rise, between 8th and 10th March and the 27th
and 28th March, and a garden ornament from Herrick Road between 13th
and 14th March. Six cars were also broken into throughout the village.
Mervyn Greenhalgh said that ‘we have to do all we can to break this cycle
of increased crime otherwise our villages will get the reputation for being a
soft touch’. He added that the police appreciate all the help residents can
give reporting suspicious activity or people by calling 101.
As the weather improves the WHNW is also calling for people to be more
security conscious; by keeping their sheds locked, not leaving expensive
items like gardening equipment and tools outside unattended and
remembering to lock windows and doors when leaving the house.
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The WHNW is also keen to hear from anybody interested in helping out
over the summer period. All that would be expected is to send out an email
with attachments to the WHNW mailing list (around 185 households), which
takes about an hour a month. In addition, volunteers are supplied with a
dedicated laptop, so they don't have to use their personal computer to do
this. For more email nhw@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Editor
Clean for the Queen
Eight of our volunteer litter-picking team joined the national campaign to
Clean for the Queen on 8th March. As we normally clear the roadside
verges around our two villages every week, we decided on this occasion
that we would go a little further afield. Four volunteers tackled Jo Moore’s
Lane from its junction with Shepshed Road along to the Roecliffe Road
crossroads, while the other four went along part of Polly Botts Lane and the
whole length of Priory Lane.
Our efforts involved a total of 26 volunteer hours. Debris from a recent car
smash had to be left piled by the roadside on Jo Moore’s Lane for the
borough council to collect. I lost count of the number of sacks that were
collected but anyone visiting the Woodhouse Eaves car park during that
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afternoon or the following morning would have seen the stack of rubbish
piled as high as the bottle bank, which is where we normally leave our
sacks for the council to collect. It would be nice to think that these areas
would remain litter-free for a time, but experience tells us that in no time at
all the rubbish will be piling up again.
We were very happy to hear that young people from Sathya Sai
International Organisation UK volunteered to pick up litter around
Woodhouse on 3rd April (see below). We are most grateful to them. If
anyone has a couple of hours to spare each week and would like to join our
team, please contact me by email at pam.crankshaw1@gmail.com
Pam Crankshaw
Visitors help clear up litter
Small groups of people using grabber tools were out and about on 3rd April
to pick up litter in the parish. They worked mainly on footpaths rather than
roadsides, and at the Woodhouse end of the parish. They collected 13
sacks of litter in total.
The volunteers were attending Sathya Sai International Organisation UK’s
Pre-World Youth Festival at Beaumanor Hall (with the World Youth Festival
due to be held in India in July). Over 100 members of the multi-faith group
gathered here for classes and workshops and, as part of their philosophy,
offered a couple of hours of community service while they were here.
Community service is something they always offer when they assemble for
residential weekends. We are most grateful for the help of these visiting
volunteers. It is shocking to realise how much litter can be collected from
footpaths, on top of what Pam Crankshaw’s 11-strong team of volunteers
collect each week from our roadsides.
Ann Irving
Learn how to use a defibrillator
Do you want to learn how to save a life? Do you know what the yellow box
on the wall outside the post office is and how to use it? Find out more at an
event on Wednesday 11th May at the new building by the village hall.
There are around 60,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in the UK each
year. Half of these are witnessed by family or bystanders, but only 10 per
cent of people survive. However, with action by a trained bystander and
rapid access to an Automatic External Defibrillator (AED), survival rates of
50 per cent or more can be achieved.
The event will run from 7.15pm to 9.15pm and include talks from Dr Doug
Skehan about the Leicester Heartstart Programme and Bob Lilley about a

Roundabout May/June 2016

9

local community first responder team. After a short training video there will
be an opportunity to practise CPR on training dummies, learn about the
AED, the recovery position and the management of choking.
Sue Tyler
Generous Easter donations
Staff, children and parents at
Woodhouse Day Nursery held an
Easter egg collection for children who
sadly had to spend the time poorly in
our local Leicester hospitals. We
delivered the eggs in time for Easter
Donations of Easter eggs in the office.
Sunday to spread a bit of happiness
around the wards. The support received for the collection was amazing.
Kimberley Gregory, nursery manager
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club update
By the time you read this, the new season should hopefully be underway.
The first league match is a first team fixture away at Earl Shilton on 23rd
April. The first home league fixture is a first team game against Stoke
Golding on 7th May. We are running junior coaching sessions again this

10

Roundabout May/June 2016

year on Friday evenings from 6.00pm to 7.00pm. Girls and boys of all ages
are welcome. We are expecting to have coaches from Loughborough
University to help out. Sessions begin on 7th May, weather permitting.
If you are interested in playing or you know someone else who is, please
get in touch as we would like to increase playing members from within the
village. For more details contact Chris Hughes on 07915 088 521 or John
Gillingham on (01509) 890 193.
John Gillingham
Shopping local
There is a growing movement to shop local for a variety of reasons. As a
recent article in The Guardian highlighted, spending locally boosts the local
economy with 63 pence of every pound spent in a smaller business staying
in the local economy compared to 40 pence with a larger business.
Ethically, local also wins hands down. A local food producer is more likely to
have a short ‘field to fork’ journey for its produce, less packaging and a
lower carbon footprint.
Helping to build a local community, using community facilities and giving
people opportunities to see each other are the cornerstone of local life.
Generally people seem to value Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves’
community spirit and we are blessed with a good range of local businesses.
So, with all of this in mind, I am writing this to see if people who produce
locally, as well as potential customers, are interested in the development of
a local pop-up food market once a week? Maybe at tea time, maybe using
one of the village hall facilities, maybe featuring a range of produce from the
local area? I would love to hear your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions,
particularly if you are a local food producer or an interested potential
customer. You can contact me at ian@kneadgoodbread.co.uk or talk to me
in the village.
Ian Waterland of Knead Good Bread micro-bakery
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Notice of the Annual Parish Meeting 2016
The Chair of Woodhouse Parish Council warmly invites all parish electors to
the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 9th May at 7.00pm in the village hall,
Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves. This is a meeting of and for electors, not a
meeting of the council and is required by law.
In previous years, local groups provided displays of their activities but this
year it will be a simple, short meeting. It will give you the opportunity to
discuss issues, ask questions, raise concerns and express views. The
meeting will be followed by the normal monthly meeting of the council at
around 7.30pm and you will be welcome to attend this.
Ann Irving

Woodhouse Parish Council and King George’s
Field Charity Annual Report 2015/16
Projects
Our new building project dominated the year. It followed eight years of trying
to deal with the decaying wooden hut at the rear of the parish hall. Regular
inspections meant regular repairs until it became clear that good money
was being thrown at a building whose useful life was coming to an end.
Woodworm and damp were joined by a sagging roof owing to long-departed
support structures; and by the inability of the building to accommodate the
needs of differently-abled people of all ages.
Winter was kind and the Keller Construction team were able to make rapid
progress. By the end of May, the roof was on and the first internal fixings
were in hand. By June, artwork at the front was installed. An official opening
ceremony took place on 13th September. Guests included Councillor David
Snartt the chair of Leicestershire County Council with his wife Joan and
Councillor John Capleton and Meg Jenkinson, the Mayor and Mayoress of
Charnwood. Everyone received a small memento for helping the parish
council to complete the project. Children from Rainbow Guides, Girl Guides,
Irish Dancing and Junior Karate came along to show how they would use
the new building. Parish council chair Janie Martin welcomed and thanked
all concerned. Some of the grantors, our project manager, architect, builder
and the council’s solicitor were also present. The building has been wellused for regular activities by groups of young and old and by other local
people for parties and meetings.
Although grants and donations were received, the parish council still had to
find the rest of the money and a loan was obtained from the Government’s
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Public Works Loan Board. This will take two more years to be repaid and
has tightened the council’s finances for a while.
Electronics
The village cinema group continued a varied programme of film shows, with
an upgraded screen and projector to near-cinema standard. The previous
equipment was installed in the new building. The facilities are well-used by
a wide range of groups. Free wireless broadband is also now available.
Changes
Six councillors were re-elected in May and two more co-opted later, leaving
just one vacancy. Parish councillors are volunteers who are required to
attend monthly council meetings. Our size means we have few committees
so almost everything is done at the monthly council meetings. Agendas and
minutes are on our website and on the notice board at the entrance to the
village hall, and residents can ask for any other papers or information. Much
of what is published on the website is now required by law. So too is the
financial information that appears in the monthly list of accounts for
councillors to approve for payment, and in annual accounts published at the
financial year-end. The Government appoints external auditors. All accounts
can be inspected by any elector.
Wardens and helpers
The parish council relied heavily on around 30 volunteers. Heritage
wardens ran a very successful Apple Day in October at the community
orchard, and while the allotments’ manager looked after plot holders, the
expanding litter team worked tirelessly to keep roadsides as clear as
possible. Traffic Watch monitored vehicle speeds, and details of bus service
changes were obtained and distributed. The village pump garden was
spruced up, flags were flown at the hall and war memorial, the parish clock
was wound up regularly and snow was cleared. Neighbourhood Watch
continued to alert residents about crimes in the parish, and the council was
helped to respond to planning consultations. We also received excellent
service from many contractors, from statutory service colleagues in district
and county councils to the emergency services. We thank them all.
Future work
Loan repayments mean that the council cannot undertake any significant
projects for the next couple of years other than routine maintenance, safety
inspections and repairs. With so much property to look after, these tasks
absorb a lot of time and a lot of expenditure, so it is timely to remind
everyone that we depend on grants and donations for everything else.
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Traffic problems
Our roads are still dangerous with around half of all traffic exceeding speed
limits. There is more traffic from new housing estates in other places.
Cyclists, walkers and horse riders are at risk. The valiant Traffic Watch team
continued to monitor speeds and send data to the authorities. Austerity
means that road safety budgets are squeezed but collisions in
Leicestershire cost about £45 million last year. Parking is also an increasing
problem. But we can report some progress:
1.

Dragons’ teeth road markings appear to have reduced speeds slightly.

2.

Roecliffe crossroads improvements are being made with the aim of
reducing collisions at this junction.

3.

Beacon Road speed indicator. A temporary one on Beacon Road has
noticeably reduced speeds so we’re trying to raise money for a
permanent one.

4.

Highways officers are looking into a 20mph limit in Woodhouse Eaves.

5.

Charnwood Road Safety Committee aims to persuade politicians about
the impact of speed on villagers’ quality of life.
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Planning
Planning applications arrive every month. This year we considered 83
items. Many are routine; others require a more careful study. We have only
21 days to respond and councillors usually visit the sites. It is helpful when
residents send us a copy of their comments.
Finance
We depend on two main income sources – the council tax precept and
premises lettings, but we add value to local facilities from grants and
donations. This year donations came from Friends of Charnwood Forest,
Ulverscroft Camera Club, Baptist Church coffee mornings, organizers of the
horticultural show and May Day Challenge – and all of the donors who
helped pay for the new building. As facilities are popular, lettings have
increased significantly. Because the charity’s income never covers its costs,
lettings fees were raised again slightly to better balance its finances. The
audit showed again that the council continues to manage its finances well.
Extracts from the 2015/16 accounts
Woodhouse
Parish Council
Income
Precept (from
council tax) &
Charnwood BC
support grants
Expenditure

£74,173.00

King
George’s
Field Charity
Income
Lettings:
buildings,
grounds & car
park
Expenditure

New Building

£33,433.33

Income
Grants&
donations
received

£114,751.34

Expenditure

Administration

£15,694.49

Administration £20,062.05

Builders

£187,171.91

Grounds,
gardens &
allotments
Street lighting

£1,759.47

Grounds

£4,306.34

£16,691.32

£3,498.66

Buildings

£18,976.22

Public toilets

£5,966.50

Prelims &
project
management
Plans, legal
advice& path
diversion
Fixtures,
fittings &
public art

£3,722.70

£12,558.02

Councillors and staff contacts are on the website and notice board. They
are always willing to consider residents’ concerns and/or identify the most
appropriate service provider who can assist.
Chair, colleagues and staff at Woodhouse Parish Council
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An outstanding result for an ‘outstanding’ school
There have been celebrations all round after St Paul’s School truly made
the grade, receiving ‘outstanding’ across the board at its Ofsted inspection.
The result makes it the first and only school in Leicestershire to receive an
‘outstanding’ grade under new, rigorous judging framework introduced by
Ofsted recently. Pupils and staff marked the occasion with a well-earned
party just before the Easter holidays.
Headteacher Cal Hurst was thrilled by the report and praised the school’s
‘wonderful children, incredible staff, committed governors and supportive
families’. She also added that they are now ‘really, really excited about
beginning the next chapter for our outstanding school’.
Chair of governors Jane Worthington thanked staff ‘for their efforts in
ensuring that the children receive an outstanding educational experience
which will stand them in good stead for their onward journey in the
education system’.
Striving for perfection
Three inspectors, led by Stephen McMullan, visited the school for two days
– observing lessons, talking to parents, children and teachers and studying
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examples of pupils’ work. In the report, Mr McMullan praised the efforts of
the headteacher, school leaders and governors for their continual striving to
improve the school ‘because they are ambitious for every child, regardless
of their ability or background’.
Pupils’ behaviour was described as ‘exemplary’ and ‘outstanding’; with Mr
McMullan noting that children of all ages ‘value and uphold the school’s
behaviour codes’ and move around the school ‘quietly and calmly’ without
the need for adults to intervene in anyway.
Blossoming to be ‘confident, courteous and considerate learners’
The school’s curriculum was singled out as a considerable strength as it
‘engages and stimulates pupils’ minds and imaginations’ and, as a result,
the children ‘quickly learn and master new skills’. Teachers were praised for
their ‘good subject knowledge’ and the inspectors liked the school’s internal
assessment system for reading, writing and mathematics skills that
identifies key learning ‘leaps’ for pupils. The system helps staff assess how
pupils are learning and identify their next steps so they can continue to
progress quickly. Teachers’ ability to make learning ‘relevant and
meaningful’ was also commended: an example the inspectors saw involved
pupils calculating perimeters and areas of various shapes to find the best
enclosures for animals at a zoo.
The school’s Early Years provision was also deemed to be ‘outstanding’
with Mr McMullan saying the children are ‘encouraged to be inquisitive
because adults ask thought-provoking questions, allowing children time to
think for themselves and develop confidence in their own opinions’.
Mr McMullan also highlighted how the inspectors felt that life at the school
was reflected by its tree motif, with its roots nourished by the school’s
‘vision, values and vibrancy’ supporting continued improvements and seeing
the pupils ‘grow and blossom as confident, courteous and considerate
learners’. He added:
‘Pupils are well-rounded individuals because their spiritual, moral, social
and cultural development is as well catered for as their academic
achievement. They are well prepared for their life in modern Britain beyond
the school because they have developed in a school setting that is free
from intolerance and prejudice.

The only improvements the inspectors suggested are to continue expanding
the internal system of assessing and tracking pupils’ progress into all areas
of the school curriculum and to extend the range of partnership work.
Dawn Kirby
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WOODHOUSE EAVES HORTICULTURAL AND
FLOWERS
1. Six Roses in a Container
2. Container of Six Sweet Peas
3. Three Roses in Three Stages
4. Container of Mixed Garden
Flowers
5. My Best Flower
6. Three White flowers in a Vase
(same variety)
7. One Gladiolus Spike
8. Three Decorative Dahlias
9. Rose Judged on Scent Alone
10. Three Pom-pom Dahlias
11. Three Flowers of same variety
on a 15cm x 20cm Board
12. Three Chrysanthemum (any
variety)
13. Single Hosta Leaf
POT PLANTS
14. Cactus / Cacti / Succulent
15. Orchid
16. Foliage Plant
17. Three Types of Plant in a Bowl
or Pot
18. Flowering Pot Plant
FRUIT
19. Plate of Five Dessert Apples
20. My Best Fruit
21. Plate of Five Plums
22. Plate of Ten Raspberries
23. Plate of Five Cooking Apples
24. Basket of mixed fruit (five max.)
25. Largest Apple
VEGETABLES
26. Three Onions (each 250g or
under)
27. Four White Potatoes
28. Six Shallots
29. Four Coloured Potatoes
30. Cauliflower
31. Three Carrots
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32. Novelty or Unusual Vegetable
33. My best pair of Vegetables
(same variety)
34. Four Pods of Runner Beans
35. A Container of Fresh Herbs
36. Three Chilli Peppers
37. Four pods Dwarf French Beans
38. Two Cucumbers (House or
Frame)
39. Two Sweetcorn Cobs
40. One Head of Cabbage (8cm stalk)
41. Five Different Vegetables in a
Seed Tray (one of each)
42. Two Marrows (not exceeding
40cm long)
43. Three Leeks
44. Three Courgettes (max. length
15 cm)
45. Three Round Beet
46. Heaviest Onion
47. Heaviest Marrow
48. Longest Runner Bean
49. Heaviest Pumpkin
50. Heaviest Tomato
51. Three Sticks of Rhubarb
52. Six Tomatoes
53. Six Miniature Tomatoes
CULINARY
54. Three Muffins on a Plate (own
recipe)
55. Plate of Six Cheese Straws (own
recipe)
56. Loaf of Home-Made Bread –
made by hand
57. Four Bread Rolls– made by hand
58. Five Plain White Scones (own
recipe)
59. Fruit Cake Loaf (own recipe)
60. Victoria Sponge, round tins, any
size (own recipe)
61. Four Decorated Cup Cakes
(judged on appearance only)
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CRAFT SHOW Saturday, 3 rd September 2016
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

Treacle Tart (own recipe)
Parkin (own recipe)
Quiche (own recipe)
Apple Pie
Sponge Cake “Most Attractive”
(judged on appearance only)
Shortbread (own recipe)
Four home-made biscuits or
cookies
Jar of Chutney
Lemon Curd
Jar of Jam
Jar of Marmalade
Jar of Honey
Three Eggs

BOTTLE CLASSES
75. Alcoholic Beverage – Spirits e.g.
Sloe Gin/Cassis
76. Alcoholic Beverage – Other e.g.
Cider/Beer
77. Bottle of home-made Wine (Red/
White/Rosé)
78. Bottle of home-made NonAlcoholic Cordial (any recipe)
CRAFT
79. I made this myself (not in
schedule) – WOMEN ONLY
80. Flower Arrangement – in
recycled container
81. I made this myself (not in
schedule) – MEN ONLY
82. Hand-knitted Garment
83. A stitched item
84. Wildlife house
85. A Piece of Embroidery
86. Soft Toy – knitted or material
87. Container of floating flower heads
88. Painting, (any size, any medium)
89. An item in Cross Stitch (any size)
90. Handmade Rug (any size, any
medium)

91. Quilting
92. An Article of Interest Associated
with the Village
93. Coloured Photograph – Old
(max. 18cm x 18cm)
94. Coloured Photograph – New
(max. 18cm x 18cm)
95. Length of Bunting (judged on
appearance)
CHILDREN 13 AND UNDER
96. Photograph – Celebration (max.
18cm x 18cm)
97. Something I created
98. Something I baked
99. Garden on a plate
100. Eco-collage (Max. A5)
101. Bug Hotel
102. Posy in a jam jar
103. Potato Bag (heaviest crop)
104. Sunflower – Most Perfect
105. Poster: Keep our village tidy
(max. A4 Sketch, Poster Paints.
Computer Package, etc.)
10 AND UNDER
106. A decorated biscuit (judged on
decoration only)
107. Four Crispy Cakes
108. Decorated or dressed clothes
peg
109. Painting (Seasons)
110. Painted / decorated pebble
(anything)
111. Something I made from recycled
materials
112. I made it myself
113. I grew this myself
114. Vegetable Animal
115. Poster (Same as Class 105)
4 AND UNDER
116. Seed collage
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A six-bell peal and a pot of Vaseline
What have Vaseline, old tights, cotton wool and cooked wheat-starch paste
to do with Taylor’s bell foundry in Loughborough? Sue Palfrey and I found
out when we became heritage volunteers
under the auspices of the National
Association of Decorative and Fine Arts
Societies (NADFAS), with the remit of
helping conserve the foundry’s archive.
They are some of the materials used in
the cleaning and repairing of bill books,
correspondence ledgers and other books
in an archive dating back to 1784, which
is remarkably complete since the foundry
moved from the centre of Oxford, near
Sue Palfrey and Evelyn Brown at work
St Ebbe’s Church, to Loughborough
in the Taylor archive.
in 1839/40.
The Woodhouse Eaves connection
A local connection between the bell foundry and Woodhouse Eaves dates
back to the beginning of the 19th century. In her guide to St Paul’s Church,
published in 2006, Mary Hodge describes how a peal of six bells was cast
and installed by John Taylor Bell Founders Limited of Loughborough. The
original church tower, built in 1837, was shorter than it is now, and housed a
single bell inscribed ‘Thomas Mears of London Fecit [made] 1837’. In 1904,
however, the Woodhouse Eaves Bells and Clock Committee chose Taylor’s
of Loughborough to
supply six new bells,
hung to commemorate
the life and reign of
Queen Victoria. The
tower then had to be
made taller and stronger
to accommodate their
weight.
Tracing the peal
Correspondence
relating to the peal is
preserved in the Taylor
archives. On 28th
March 1904 St Paul’s

St Paul’s Church tower before 1904 (left) and more recently
(right): spot the difference. (Photos from the late Brian Axon’s
Woodhouse Eaves collection).
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churchwarden Francis J. Lankester, a dental surgeon living at ‘The Oaks’,
Brand Hill, was sent a quote for £372 15s (shillings) and at the same time
was advised ‘to have a peal of hand bells for the ringer to begin to learn the
rudiments of change ringing’. However, there is no evidence that the advice
was taken because this cost does not appear on the final bill. This was
despatched on 12th October 1904 and amounted to £386 7s 4d (including
frames and fittings), 12s 6d of which was for ‘taking down, packing and
despatching’ the original church bell to a new home in Ireland.
The inscription, in four-inch-high lettering, on the tenor bell was approved by
St Paul’s vicar, the Reverend Arnold Hiley, Francis Lankester and his fellow
church warden Mr J. Flewitt, and reads: ‘To the glory of God and in memory
of Queen Victoria this peal of six bells was erected by public subscription
A.D.1904’. The Bishop of Peterborough officiated at the service of
dedication, which took place on 17th October. Taylor’s may have played a
minor part in the event because a letter to Rev. Hiley on 19th September
enclosed ‘the form of dedication service as used at Hugglescote’.
The tools of our trade
So, back to the Vaseline, old tights, cotton wool and cooked wheat-starch
paste. So far we have been working with bound bill books and
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correspondence ledgers, each holding 1,000 sheets of paper (thinner than
the thinnest cigarette paper, yet remarkably tough), and the covers of which
are made of card covered with book cloth, the spines and corners covered
with leather.
Once we have brushed an accumulation of dirt and grime from the books,
straightened out as far as possible the dog-ears and creases, and noted
any torn pages (some have been repaired using old-fashioned, gummed
stamp-page edgings), and lightly brushed the book-cloth with a piece of
‘chemical sponge’, we begin the preservation. We use a small ball of cotton
wool inside a piece of nylon tights to apply a little Vaseline to the book cloth,
which brings back the shine and reveals the intricate patterning.
Using a hogs-hair paint brush, cellular gel is applied to any scuffed or
powdery leather to prevent further deterioration. Once dry, a smidgen of
Renaissance wax, a microcrystalline wax refined from crude oil, is rubbed
over the leather and then lightly buffed using a piece of lint-free cotton cloth
(old bed sheets are ideal) until the shine returns. The cooked wheat-starch
paste is used to stick down any labels coming loose and flaps of book cloth
or leather, and to consolidate layers of book-cover card that are separating
at the corners.
Work yet to come
Our conservation work in the archive has not long begun and our progress
is slow, partly because we are still learning, and partly because we are
frequently side-tracked by the wealth of fascinating correspondence we
come across. As we move back in time to the older bindings, the work will
become more complicated. We will have to learn how to mend a split joint,
where the spine is parting company from a book, and how to reattach a
page that has become loose. However, the task we are both dreading is the
making of a book-box; a tailor-made, four-flap card box, to encase snugly a
book that is in such poor condition that it is sagging badly and in danger of
falling apart. Personally, I know my limitations and so am hoping that there
are other volunteers far more competent than I am at this fiddly job.
Later this year I hope to follow up this article by one about the connection
with St Mary-in-the-Elms which goes back further than the one with St
Paul’s, and also to say a little more about what can be gleaned from the
correspondence in the bell-foundry archive.
Evelyn Brown
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Great Central Railway Easter Vintage Festival –
Quorn and Woodhouse station
The festival took place throughout the Easter bank holiday weekend, but
having looked at the weather forecast, I decided to go on the Friday. It was
a very good decision as the sun shone brightly all day! And what a
wonderful turnout of exhibits at the Great Central Railway (GCR): large and
miniature steam traction engines, steam rollers, spit bangs (for the initiated

A Ransomes of Hinckley traction engine.
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An 1886 steam carousel.
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aficionados of steam power), lorries,
cars, tractors, a fire engine, Ferris
wheel, a magnificent 1898 Gavioli
fairground organ presented by
Howard Brothers from Derbyshire,
and a wonderful steam-powered
1886 carousel with beautifullypainted horses.
Three steam locomotives were on
duty and I managed to travel from
Quorn and Woodhouse behind two
The 1898 Gavioli organ.
engines going to Leicester North
and back twice, as well as to Loughborough and back. The first was Stanier
BR 48624 (LMS 8624) 8F 2-8-0, originally a heavy freight loco built at
Ashford Works in 1943, withdrawn in 1965, rescued in 1981, working again
in 2009 and arriving at the GCR in 2011. It’s
a small world – I had five very happy years
working at Ashford Works in the late 70s and
early 80s.
The second was LMS 4-6-0 ‘Black’ Five
45305. This class of 842 locos was built
between 1934 and 1951 (you can guess what
colour they were!) with 45305 built by
Armstrong Whitworth in 1937. It was based
in Preston until it was sent for scrap in 1968,
rescued and sent to the GCR in 1996 and
back to working order in 2003. The third
was 9F 92214.
The trains were all very busy and it was great
chatting to a couple we met who also loved
The loco LMS 4-6-0 ‘Black’ Five
the railways. They had enjoyed a celebratory
45305.
holiday on the Glacier Express in Switzerland
– I think I like the sound of that. Enjoying the day was very thirsty work and
so I went to the real ale tent for a pint where we listened to the band The
Moode who were playing excellent 70s rock classics.
A wonderful day out enjoyed by all – both young and old (like me!).
Grahame Sibson
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The visitor
A poetic contribution with a twist, from Woodhouse Eaves’ resident Mark Temple. Ed.

It's no use hiding from him in the wardrobe or the loo
For he seems to know by instinct when you're in.
He never gives you warning, otherwise you could pop out
You may as well give up, you just can't win.
It's not that he might hurt you, or try to steal your things
He's not coming for your vote or any money.
But still you dread those visits wishing he would go elsewhere
You always feel on edge, and that's not funny.
You tried to put him off last month by saying you had mumps
But he said that he had had them years ago.
So then you said the drains were blocked and smelt like rotten eggs
But he said, ‘I'll fetch a plumber that I know.’
Each September you can spot him at the horticulture show
He'll be stalking the refreshments as a rule.
He turned up at your wedding and you couldn't keep him out
He creeps into assemblies at the school.
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Your neighbour, Mrs Fawcett, says she saw him yesterday
He was down in the allotments with the barrow.
She saw him kneeling down so she thought he was at prayer,
'til he asked her if she'd like to see his marrow!
His visits make you nervous and last month he made you swear
You must admit you muttered, ‘Ruddy hell’.
What's that? You can hear footsteps, he's approaching down the path
Any moment now he'll knock or ring the bell.
‘How are you Mrs Scarbro’, what a lovely day it is
I was passing so I thought I'd look you up.’
‘Oh it's very nice to see you, I'm about to make some tea
Now then vicar, shall I pour us both a cup?’
Mark Temple

Causes and treatments for joint pain
We all know that slow, difficult ascent after being seated in one position for
too long; our joints protest from the movement and indicate a marked loss
of suppleness and flexibility from younger days.
Joints are parts of our body where the bones meet and allow movement in
our skeleton. Joint pain refers to discomfort, aches and soreness in any of
the body’s joints and is common. The knee bears the full weight of the body,
making it most vulnerable to damage and pain. Some of us blame joint pain
on the damp cold weather, others on excessive and repeated wear and tear
from a number of causes ranging from tennis to golf or to gardening.
Whatever the cause and the degree of affliction, joint pain affects so many,
if not all of us, young and old alike.
Arthritis
The most common known cause of joint pain is arthritis – which is split into
two types, osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis.
Osteoarthritis is a slowly progressing condition most common over the age
of 40. It tends to affect commonly used joints such as wrists, hands, hips
and knees. The joint pain is felt due to a breakdown of the cartilage that
acts as a cushioning shock absorber between the bones.
Rheumatoid arthritis is an autoimmune condition affecting the membrane
that lines our joints, causing a build-up of fluid leading to inflammation and
pain. Over time, joints can become deformed and debilitated. This form of
arthritis is more common in women than in men.
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Other causative factors of joint pain include: injury or overuse of a certain
joint, bursitis (inflammation of the joints’ cushion pads), tendonitis
(inflammation of the tendons surrounding the affected joint), gout, bone
infection, certain infectious diseases like flu and mumps, breakdown of the
cartilage in the knee cap (known as chondromalacia patella). It can also be
a symptom of conditions like lupus, fibromyalgia, cancer, sarcoidoisis and
rickets.
Treatment of joint pain
Where joint pain is secondary to another condition or due to a reversible
injury, recovery will eliminate the associated pain. To ease discomfort,
measures such as massages, taking a warm soothing bath, frequent
stretching, rest, and avoidance of weight-bearing or stress on the affected
joints, can all help. The use of pain killers, especially anti-inflammatory
drugs (if not contra-indicated and available without a prescription) can also
provide considerable pain relief. Other conditions such as arthritis and
chondromalacia patella are irreversible and require symptom management
in the following forms:
1.

Try moderate exercise to keep physically fit; non-weight-bearing forms
of activity such as swimming being most beneficial. Ensure good
stretching before and after exercise to encourage and maintain the
motion of the joints and to discourage stiffening after exercise.

2.

Decrease stress on your joints by maintaining a healthy body weight.

3.

Topical pain relief and non steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs can reduce
inflammation, swelling and pain.

4.

During periods of particular exacerbation of joint pain due to long-term
conditions, your doctor may consider the short-term use of stronger
medications such as non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) or
steroids.

Sometimes it may be the simplest of measures that can provide a great
deal of relief such as the use of a kneepad during gardening or sports-grade
joint supports for extra rigidity during exercise, while heat rubs or a hot
water bottle may help ease the stiffening of joints during cold and damp
seasons. Perhaps a good rest in the form of a sit down in your favourite
chair and a cup of tea may do the world of good. Relaxation of the mind
provides the same, if not more, benefits as relaxation of the body.
Zainab Master
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Local History Group: Leicestershire medieval carvings
Our guest speaker, Bob Trubshaw, is a historian who has researched
extensively on Anglo-Saxon England. But it was as an authority on medieval
church carvings that he addressed the Local History Group. For several
years he has been gathering information on Leicestershire's gargoyles, holy
wells, ancient crosses and standing stones. Perhaps the best known of his
many books is the Good Gargoyle Guide.
Beasts, contortionists and green men
In his talk Bob introduced us to a variety of imaginary beasts, face-pulling
heads, contortionists and green men to be found on churches throughout
the county. A few years ago he was one of the contributors to Project
Gargoyle, which aimed to record the variety of ancient waterspouts built to
keep the rain off the ancient stonework of many of the county's medieval
churches. The project photographically recorded gargoyle carvings between
the 12th and 19th centuries.
The best preserved are inside churches where they have been protected
from the ravages of storm and pollution. Many appear as corbels and are
found high up on chancel walls supporting the roof timbers. Flecks of paint
can still be seen on some, which
indicate that faces of green men and
foliage-sprouting lion heads were
often painted garishly. Some of the
best examples in the county are in the
medieval capitals topping the aisle
columns at Wymondham. Several
'Green men' appear at Oakham and
the story of the fox and geese is
depicted at Tilton on the Hill.
Contorted faces are shown on the
springs between columns at Church
Langton and on the hood stops at the
end of door arches. Carvings of
monarchs are represented by the
inclusion of a crown, while square
headdresses define a woman.
Animals are frequently depicted.
There are asses’ ears at Foxton, a
dancing bear at Ashby Folville, a
cow's head at Beeby and a gurning
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sheep at Thorpe Arnold, which could have been an ancestor of Shaun the
Sheep!
Depictions of people, mortality and humour
Masons occasionally left cheeky caricatures of local village craftsmen, as at
Ryhall, as well as leaving self-portraits in less prominent corners. More
ominous are some hideous skull carvings reminding parishioners of their
mortality and images of lepers (as at Burton Lazaars), which is probably a
reference to the church's support of the charitable work of the Knights
Templar. Only the church at Croxton Kerrial has any examples of
misericords (carvings on the choir stall seats) although some fine wood
carvings also exist, like the lion head at Whissendine, which may have been
painted or gilded originally.
Perhaps the most amusing revelation of the evening was the variety of
risqué carvings that can be identified in the county. At Stoke Golding there
are carvings of acrobats, face pullers, tongue pokers and a well-endowed
male exhibitionist! Mooning men along with demons and dragons can be
seen at Bottesford and in several churches in the Oakham area.
Bob’s excellent talk concluded with a mention of his latest publication, a
Gargoyle hunting guide for children.
Mark Temple
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May and June in the cottage garden
May is named after Maia, the Roman goddess of growth. And the increase
in daylight hours and warmth from the sun really does start to speed things
up. Then we come to June, when all the trees have their leaves and colour
in the garden begins to come into its own.
The flower borders
May in the garden is my favourite time of year, mainly because I can’t get
enough of the vibrant acid green of new shoots and leaves. May and June
are all about summer annuals. Filling pots on the patio and summer
hanging baskets with bright-coloured annuals is always an uplifting
experience. I am constantly amazed at the number of new varieties
available each year, with almost all the colours of the rainbow. Browsing
through a polytunnel on a warm day at the local nursery is like being let
loose in a sweet shop. If planted in May, watch for late frosts, which should
be past around the middle of the month. Spring-flowering shrubs such as
forsythia and pyracantha can now be pruned back. Towards the end of May
cut back the dead foliage of daffodils to make space in the border for annual
flowers. June finds me busy propagating favourite varieties of perennials
such as lavender and my growing collection of scented-leaf pelargoniums.
Vegetables
The vegetable garden in May and June can quickly run away from you if
you’re not careful, so I try and spend an hour a day checking and doing jobs
such as earthing up potatoes, pinching out seedlings and watering those
plants still in the greenhouse. It’s a pleasure I like to reserve for early
evenings when the blackbird sits on the apex of the shed roof and
announces his presence to all around with beautiful song. The heat of the
day is waning and the road is quiet.
Runner beans can now be planted straight into the soil outside if you
haven’t grown them indoors. Once they have reached the top of their
supports, pinch out the growing tips and then mulch around each plant to
help conserve moisture. Tomato plants need to be tied onto supports as
they grow and given a regular feed. Young brassica plants, such as
broccoli, brussels sprout, summer cabbage, cauliflower, leek and kale can
be planted into their final positions in the vegetable garden. Tender
seedlings of aubergine, courgette, pepper and squash can also be planted
outside. Carry on successional planting seeds of salad crops such as
lettuce and radish to ensure a constant supply. Towards the end of June is
when the vegetable garden really starts to reward you with produce. Dig up
first early crops of potatoes, carrots and salad leaves. Make the final
pickings of rhubarb and remove flowering stems right down to the base.
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Butterflies and moths
With all this activity going on I sometimes forget to stand still and look more
closely at life in the garden. The insects I admire most, both for their work
ethic and colour are bees, butterflies and – less conspicuous but just as
fascinating – moths. While the decrease in our bee population has been
well documented in recent years, the decline in the number of butterflies
and moths is also of concern. These beautiful and beguiling insects not only
provide a spectacle in the summer garden and country meadows but are
also a useful indication of the general health of a habitat because of their
sensitivity to changes in the ecosystem. There are some easy ways to
attract butterflies and moths into your garden.
Both butterflies and moths have two distinct phases to their lives, the
caterpillar and the adult, so it is important to cater for both when planning a
butterfly-and-moth-friendly garden. As with all wildlife, the starting point is to
be as organic as possible and not to use sprays. Water is as important to
insects as it is to birds, so supply plenty of water in dry weather. Butterflies
and moths do hibernate, so leaving dead leaves on plants in the border
over winter will give them somewhere to sleep. Ivy is a favourite. Windfall
apples and other fruit also provide butterflies and moths with a good source
of food prior to hibernation so leave a few lying about. Another common
place for these insects to hibernate is in a greenhouse or shed, so leave a
window or door ajar to allow them to fly in and out.
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Like bees and other beneficial insects, butterflies feed on nectar, so
probably most important of all is to provide plenty of nectar-rich flowers for
them to feed on. Because many butterflies can emerge as early as
February or March and still be around as late as November, it is important
to grow a range of nectar-rich plants to span the whole season. Keep this in
mind when planning what to plant in the garden. Many of the plants suitable
for butterflies are wild flowers such as dandelion, teasel, thistle, campion
and valerian, so if you can devote a small part of your garden to wild flowers
you will be richly rewarded with plenty of butterflies. Some garden
perennials are just as attractive to butterflies. Perhaps the best known is
buddleia, also known as the butterfly plant. Others include lavender, mint,
primrose, forget-me-not, goldenrod, sedum and sunflowers. Moths love
buddleia, scabious, honeysuckle, white campion, petunia and tobacco plant.
Jo Poultney

Woodhouses Garden Club – Colourful planting
For our March meeting we invited Alan Dayman of Derry’s Nurseries
(Cossington) to talk to us about adding some colour to our gardens in the
winter months. Formerly a professional footballer, Alan turned his attention
to selling plants over 40 years ago when he bought Derry’s Nurseries in
Cossington. In those days, they were growing and selling nearly three
quarters of a million roses every year but as fashions have changed so
have the plants that Alan cultivates (now they sell fewer than 10,000 roses
and they don’t grow any). Gardening is in the family, with his son Ady now a
regular fixture on BBC Radio Leicester. In 2012, Ady helped to win a silver
medal at Chelsea for the Rainbows Hospice Contemplation Garden.
The talk was full of interesting demonstrations from sowing poppy seeds (to
maximise the crop) to planting a winter pot to bring attractive colour to your
patio in the colder months. There were some great tips on how to arrange
the specimens in the planter and to choose the right ones. Also, Alan
explained that you can cram in many more plants than you would normally
think possible, because they will largely be in a dormant phase of growth.
When spring arrives and some of the plants outgrow their surroundings, you
can simply plant them out to make room for the others.
We were all tremendously impressed by Alan’s depth of knowledge of
colour and structure for winter planting and inspired to get back out in our
gardens. Full details of our forthcoming talks can be found on our advert on
page 20 and we hope you will join us.
Andrew Garland
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
normally accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers,
Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the Roundabout
email address given below.
Copy deadline: Submissions to the July/August 2016 issue should be sent
in by Friday, 10th June. Send any material for Roundabout via email to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or via a member of the editorial and
production team.

Whats on in May and June (continued)
Wed 15
Fri Sun
Thu

th

7.30

17th– From
19th 10.00
23rd 10.00

June
WI, ‘The humour that surrounds us’,
Colin Bower. Comp: A Funny Postcard
Great Central Railway’s Model Event.
To book visit www.gcrailway.co.uk
Five-mile walk with Leics. Footpath
Association. Call 0116 236 2717

Village Hall
Quorn/W’house
station
Curzon Arms

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html
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What’s on in May and June
nd

Mon

2

Sat

7th

Mon
Mon

9th
9th

Wed 11th
Wed 11th

Wed 18th

May
From Woodhouse May Day Challenge. Visit
8.30
www.woodhouse-may-daychallenge.co.uk
7.00
Fashion show and sale hosted by 1st
Woodhouse Eaves Guides (see p.34)
7.00
Annual Parish Meeting (see p.12)
7.30
Local history group, ‘The Zborowskis of
Melton’, Keith Randon
7.15 – First aid and defibrillator training session
9.15
(see p.9)
7.30
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Learning
to love slugs and snails’, David Nicholls
7.30

WI, resolutions for National Federation
of Women’s Institutes’ annual general
meeting and social evening
Thu 19th 6.30
Woodhouses Garden Club trip to
Eglantine Vineyard
nd
Sun 22
10.30 Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust’s Open
– 4.30 Garden Day. Refreshments available all
day. No dogs except guide dogs
th
Wed 25
7.30
Film show, The Lady in the Van, starring
Maggie Smith and Alex Jennings. Light
refreshments or BYO
Thu 26th 10.00 Nordic Walking taster session as part of
the National Forest Walking Festival
Tue- 31st– 8.30 – Holiday activity club feat. high ropes, zip
Thu 2nd
5.00
wire, archery. Call (01509) 890 119
June
rd
Fri – 3 – All
Great Central Railway’s 1940s Wartime
th
Sun 5
day
Weekend
th
Sat - 4 – 2.00 – Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens
th
4.00
Sun 5
Mon 6th
7.00
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
th
Tue 7
7.00
Good Neighbour Scheme meeting
th
Sat
11
Tba
Woodhouses Garden Club trip to Oxford
Botanical Gardens
th
Mon 13
7.30
Local history group, ‘You and yours’,
bring your own items of historical interest

Start at Village
Hall
New building,
£5
Village Hall
Methodist Ch.,
£3 visitor
New building,
free
Village Hall, £2
member, £2.50
visitor
Village Hall,
members only
See advert on
p.20
Long Close,
Main St, £4
adult, 50p child
Village Hall, £4
newsagent or
on door
Start at Village
Hall
Beaumanor
Hall, £35 a day
Quorn/W’house
station
£4.50 for
passport
Village Hall
Village Hall
See advert on
p.20
Methodist Ch.,
£3 visitor

Continued inside back cover.

