Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Jane Futcher, David McClelland, Grahame Sibson, Andy Thomson and
Joke De Winter.
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow
Advertising manager for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Cover (Bluebells in the Outwoods): Paul Evans / Andy Thomson
Printing: Warwick Printing Company Ltd
Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheyney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
With the easing of restrictions and people learning to live with COVID-19
there are clear signs of village life regaining momentum. More and more
groups are meeting in person with news from their meetings throughout this
issue of Roundabout; community events are also starting to take place once
again, such as sharing plans for the Woodhouse Eaves Scout and Youth
Community Hall (p.15).
Roundabout has been through a period of change too. The pandemic
forced changes that meant the publication needed to find a different printer.
You will have seen our appeals for help to join the production team and I am
pleased to announce that these have been successful. On behalf of the
production team, I would like to welcome Jane Futcher, who will be taking
on the role of secretary.
Roger Berkeley, one of the team of desktop publishers for Roundabout, has
stepped in to fill the advertising administrator role. This position is still open
for any volunteers, so please do get in touch to share the role.
We are still looking for a third editor, so if you are interested in finding out
more or a no-obligation chat, then please do get in touch.
With Jane and Roger taking on their new roles, this means we said farewell
to Andrew and Amanda Garland, who have been dedicated members of the
production team for 12 years. During this time, they have been deeply
committed to Roundabout and enormously valued by the production team.
We wish them all the very best in their new ventures in the parish.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
Nuisance behaviour
We are experiencing a lot of criminal damage at and around the village hall
site in Woodhouse Eaves. Graffiti has appeared at the bus stop too. Please
can you keep your eyes peeled and contact Woodhouse Parish Council or
the police if you see anything untoward. The police are increasing their
patrols in the area over weekends and evenings.
Little libraries – calling book lovers
We put a shout out in March for volunteers to monitor and replenish the
books every now and again in the three little libraries. We have a volunteer
for the library outside of the village hall, but still require volunteers for the
library outside of the chemist and the one at the entrance of Beaumanor
Hall in Woodhouse. Please do get in touch if you would like to help.
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Parish council meetings
The next parish council meeting is on Monday, 9th May at 6.45pm and will
be held in the village hall, Woodhouse Eaves.
You can contact me at clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk. You can also
phone the office on (01509) 891299. Keep in touch on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/woodhouseparishcouncil
If you wish to book one of the halls for a group activity or a weekend party
or event, visit our website
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/village-halls.html
Emma Crowe, Clerk to the Parish Council
Annual parish meeting
The chair of Woodhouse Parish Council warmly invites all parish electors to
the annual parish meeting on Monday, 9th May at 5.45pm in the village hall,
Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves.
This is a meeting of and for electors, not a meeting of the council, and is
required by law. It will be a simple, short meeting. However, it will give you
an opportunity to discuss issues, ask questions, raise concerns and express
views. The hall will be open early if any group would like to display their
activities. Refreshments will be served.
The meeting will be followed by the annual parish council and annual King
George V charity meetings and you are very welcome to attend. The
agendas will be published a week beforehand.
Peter Searancke, Chair of Woodhouse Parish Council

Charnwood Borough Council news
Update on council tax rebate
Council tax rebates to help with energy bills will start to be paid to
Charnwood residents who pay by direct debit in May 2022. The government
announced a £150 council tax rebate payment to households in council tax
bands A to D to help with rising energy bills.
Charnwood Borough Council will confirm details soon about how residents
who do not pay their council tax by direct debit will receive their payment.
Residents are urged to keep an eye on the council’s council tax rebate
webpage, which is regularly updated. For those who receive housing
benefit, universal credit or council tax support, the rebate will not affect your
entitlement to these benefits.
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The council will also be launching a discretionary scheme for vulnerable
households who may not qualify for a council tax rebate. Further details will
be announced shortly. If you are unsure on which council tax band you are
in, you can find out by visiting the My Charnwood website:
my.charnwood.gov.uk. To find more about the council tax rebate, visit the
webpage where there is further information and frequently asked questions.
Johnson’s Meadows
I was pleased to be invited to see the two newly installed interpretation
boards at Johnson’s Meadows, a Site of Special Scientific Interest. The
family has been working closely in partnership with Natural England to
make sure there is a better understanding of the importance of
these meadows.
They support a diverse range of wild flowers and grasses associated with a
neutral meadow habitat. Important grasses including crested dog’s tail and
cock’s foot, and flowers such as common knapweed and bird’s-foot trefoil
give the meadows an abundance of colour. A large colony of southern
marsh orchids bloom into a striking display of flowering spikes during early
summer. All this provides a fantastic habitat for invertebrates, which you can
no doubt hear if you visit the meadows during the summer months.
The mature and species-rich hedgerows lining the boundaries provide
valuable nesting, feeding and sheltering habitat for birds, mammals, reptiles
and invertebrates.
For me this was a trip back down memory lane to when I was a young lad
living on the farm in Newtown Linford. Father had a meadow just like these,
full of all the things I have just described. In my view, we are so lucky to
have these meadows within the parish. I am hopeful that the new
interpretation boards will help to inform people about the traditional hay
meadow management and understand their historic importance.
Need a dog boarder?
I have received this information from Charnwood Borough Council. Going
on holiday or returning to work? If you have to leave your dog while at work
or overnight, please make sure you use a licensed boarder. Anyone who
carries out a business of boarding dogs in Charnwood must have a licence
from Charnwood Borough Council, and therefore if you are paying someone
to look after a dog then they need to be licensed.
Licensed dog boarders are assessed against minimum standards and the
majority also comply with optional higher standards to ensure the welfare of
your dog. Full information and regularly updated lists of current animal
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activity licences are available on the council’s website at
www.charnwood.gov.uk/animalwelfare. If you are interested in running a
licensable animal activity, please contact the council on (01509) 634 628 or
email env.health@charnwood.gov.uk.
Outwoods visitor centre and café
I attended an event at the Outwoods to unveil a plaque dedicating the
Outwoods Visitor Centre and Café in memory of David Slater, former leader
of Charnwood Borough Council. I am sure David will be remembered by
many residents when he lived in Woodhouse with his wife Janice. David
was a good friend and colleague at the council. Therefore, I believe this was
a fitting tribute to recognise his achievements while leader of the council.
Last year, the council invested in this project to convert the former ranger’s
cottage into a visitor centre and café. The café is being operated by popular
Loughborough business, Olivia’s Coffee and Bakery, which will be known to
many local residents. I know by talking to people this café has already
become a place to visit while enjoying one of the oldest surviving woodland
sites in Charnwood. It will soon be time again to visit the Outwoods to see
the wonderful display of bluebells in these 110 acres of ancient woodland.
David Snartt, Charnwood Borough Councillor

News in brief
News from the courts
It is great to have two good tennis courts available in such a lovely location,
and the Beacon Tennis Club remains very thankful for the support of
Woodhouse Parish Council and King George’s Field Trust in enabling us to
provide these for the village and our members.
The Beacon Tennis Club AGM was held on 21st March and the committee
from last year are all continuing to serve. The committee are working to
organise group coaching in the summer on Wednesday or Thursday
afternoon/evenings, and will also run adult social coaching on Friday
afternoons if there is sufficient demand. This is all run by Game, Set and
Match (GSM) Tennis Coaching.
The tennis courts are used from time to time for children’s clubs during the
school holidays or by St Paul’s Church of England Primary School during
term-time. Details of these timings will be on the website. Apart from these
organised events there is no court booking, just turn up and play. It is rare to
see people waiting, but if that happens, the expectation is that people on
court will leave after they have completed the set they are playing.
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The club’s new membership year started on 1st April 2022. All membership
is now via the LTA’s (Lawn Tennis Association) online ‘Clubspark’ system.
Here you can sign up for senior and junior membership, and pay guest fees,
all by credit card. Membership fees remain unchanged at £25 for seniors
and £10 for juniors. Full details are on the website,
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/BeaconTennisClub/ along with information about
how the club operates and my number in case there are any questions.
Ed de Salis Young, Chair, Beacon Tennis Club
Junior Garden Club is back in action
The Junior Garden Club has not met as a group
since March 2020, although it has managed to
maintain its activities in a limited way by planting
seeds at home and sharing our experiences, tips
and photos of the plants via WhatsApp. The
committee members have used the intervening
time to make some improvements at the
allotment. For instance, wood chip paths between
raised beds have meant less weeding and
strimming has been required, and the water butt
was installed with guttering from the greenhouse
enabling it to be replenished with rainwater.
So, after a two-year hiatus, it has been wonderful
for the group to be able to meet once again at the
allotment – in fact, two sessions have already
taken place. Plenty of seeds have been planted.
Some, such as tomatoes, sunflowers and chillies, were planted in pots to be
taken care of at home. The hope is that they can be brought back for
planting-out later in the year in the children’s own plots on the allotment.
Other seeds, such as peas, were planted
directly into their plots.
Children at the Junior Garden
Club planting seeds in pots to
take home.

Our young gardeners have also been
helping to look after the communal areas
of the allotment. Trenches were dug,
given a lining of compost and seed
potatoes planted. The patch of
strawberries had weeds removed and a
compost mulch added to feed them.
Seeds for calendula and poached egg
plants were planted under the
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Busy digging a trench to plant potatoes.
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grapevines, which will be much prettier than the weeds and grass that have
grown there previously. The weeds under the fruit bushes were also
suppressed by putting down a layer of cardboard and adding a mulch of
well-rotted horse manure, which will feed the bushes too. A thick layer of
wood chips was spread out under the
plum tree in the hope that the children
can sit there later in the year with the tree
acting as a canopy over a den for them.

The young gardeners after they had put
down wood chips under the plum tree.

The group was fortunate to have good
weather for both sessions and it was
great to see such enthusiasm from the
children with everything they were asked
to do. Several of the other allotment
holders have also commented about how
encouraging it was to see our young
gardeners once again growing plants and
taking care of their own little plot of land.
Amanda Garland

Growing the family farming business
On Wednesday, 23rd March the meeting of the Friends of the Charnwood
Forest heard a talk given by Richard Bailey on Bawdon Lodge Farm. His
grandfather started the family business when he took up farming at
Outwoods Farm, and Bawdon Lodge was acquired some years later. In
recent years, profit margins have been squeezed tighter and tighter. This is
largely because suppliers (for example fuel) do not have any restrictions on
the prices they charge, while the farm products have a ceiling price. The
discrepancy in price rises has meant a need to diversify the business.
Mr Bailey showed slides of the developing Bailey Wood, which had been
planted in 30 acres of farmland and around an oak tree. Business premises
had been created from farm buildings; these are now let to health and
lifestyle businesses. Some 220 solar panels were installed and are
expected to pay for themselves within six years. Events, including
weddings, concerts and plays have been hosted. Mr Bailey made a point
that weddings often involved starting preparations at 8.00am and finishing
between 2.00am and 3.00am the next morning.
An old grain store has been converted into a shop and café, and its turnover
in the first four months of operation was greater than that of the farm’s for
the previous two years. As well as all this, the farm is still an active
business, and one slide depicted a cart of hay destined for the stables.
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Mr Bailey ended by warning of the dangers of isolation as a farmer. In his
younger days he was chairman of the Farmers’ Union, he is a borough
councillor and was involved in the planning of the UNESCO geopark, which
was the subject of the friends’ last meeting.
Duncan McNeil
Raising funds to help Ukrainians
Two families from Woodhouse Eaves
were so moved by the war and
humanitarian crisis in Ukraine that they
wanted to find a way to help
Ukrainians who had to leave their
homes and flee their country to try and
find safety. Over two weekends
Caroline Pook, Jenny Downing and
their families organised bring-and-buy
events in Woodhouse Eaves, selling
toys and books, cakes, and tie-die tCaroline and Jenny and families.
shirts. Many people generously
donated and bought items, others were simply glad to be able to donate to
the cause. The sales and donations raised over £600, which has been sent
to the Disasters Emergency Committee Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.
Editor
The reappearance of Brand Hill Camp
In the March issue of Roundabout, I wrote an article about the camp site on
land off Brand Hill in which ATS girls were billeted during the last war while
working for the ‘Y’ station at Beaumanor. Many readers were surprised to
learn that some of the buildings were still housing families up until the early
1960s. I was given to understand that no clear photos survived to indicate
what these huts looked like, but I am pleased to say that I was mistaken.
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Garats Hay camp.

Brand Lane camp.

Graham Fisher and Maggie Morland from The Grange read the article and
directed me to some aerial images from the ‘Britain from above’ website
that revealed the layout of both Brand Lane Camp and its larger sister camp
at Garats Hay. There were no clear shots of the village, but on the edges of
images called ‘The Grange’ and ‘Rushey Fields’ were glimpses of the two
camps. Even though taken from some distance away we can now archive
these images of two more lost local landmarks that future generations might
otherwise have missed. Any other photos would be appreciated.
Mark Temple
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Help from near and afar
An old photograph of a group of unidentified WI members was included in
the article The WI matchbox scandal by Mark Temple (Roundabout, April
2022). Two readers have been able to help identify a number of ladies in
the photo. Bernard Hives, from Michigan, USA (possibly Roundabout’s most
distant reader), got in touch with names of the ladies he remembered, many
of whom were friends of his mother, Nellie Hives, who is the tall lady on the
far right of the photo p.19 April issue). Pat Randon of Woodhouse Eaves
helped fill in the blanks and most of the ladies alongside Bernard’s mother
have been identified and named.

Front row: Mrs Tilderley, Jessie Reeves, Betty Hughes, Mrs Taylor, Mrs Weston, ?, Winnie
Tebbutt, Daisy Snow.
Middle row: Mrs Hayter, Hilda Sutton, Alice Barnard, Mrs Irwin, Nellie Hives (standing).
Back row: Mrs Green, Joan Newham, Olive Wainwright, Ada Sutton, Mrs Roberts.

Please do get in touch with us at Roundabout if this has jogged any
memories that you would like to share.
Editor

New plans unveiled
The open day on Sunday, 20th March 2022 was a great success thanks to
all the cheerful exhibitors and over three hundred visitors popping in to find
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out all about the Woodhouse Eaves Scout and Youth Community Hall that
will replace the Woodhouse Eaves Parish Hall Annexe Building.
The leaders, scouts, prospective new users and visitors were thrilled to see
the design of the new Woodhouse Eaves Scout and Youth Community Hall
building, all appreciating what a terrific community asset this hall will be.

The annexe building was used for the Woodhouse Eaves Scout and Youth Community Hall
open day, supported by a local groups including: Woodhouse Eaves Scout groups (Beavers,
Cubs, Scout sections), Charnwood Drawing and Painting Club, Woodhouse Art Group, Kazoku
Karate, Becs McBride Yoga, Beacon Players, WI, Good neighbour scheme, Plastic free group,
Leicester Riders and Roundabout.

On the open day we launched our fundraising initiatives, ‘buy a brick’ on our
‘wall of giving’ as well as setting up a ‘GoFundMe’ page:
www.gofund.me/8fc4439b. Also, on the open day we were thrilled to
announce that we had received a generous donation of £10,000 from The
Bernard Sunley Foundation.
Prior to the open day we needed to raise an additional £100,000 so that we
can commence the build this year. We are currently awaiting detailed
drawings that will enable us to obtain quotations from local builders.

Roundabout May 2022
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Investing in the community
We are so grateful to the current ‘brick’ purchasers and to local benefactors
who have given us larger amounts. One of our villagers contacted us having
read the March Roundabout article and wanted to know more about our
project. This generous individual has offered to meet the shortfall,
recognising the huge growth in the cost of building materials. We can now
proceed with the building programme once we have agreed quotes.
The Woodhouse Parish Council and Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group would
like to thank so many of our villagers and charities for their generosity,
which will give our scouts a new home and a terrific community hub.
Our fundraising doesn’t stop here! We want to extend ‘ownership’ to the
whole community, please buy a brick and your name will appear on the ‘wall
of giving’, which will be prominently displayed in the new Woodhouse Eaves
Scout and Youth Community Hall. Please contact
mervyngreenhalgh@hotmail.com for a donation form.
Mervyn and Lynne Greenhalgh

Plastic free update
How many hours does it take to give away 260 bags?
The answer is three hours. The Woodhouse Eaves Plastic Free group had
a fantastic morning on Loughborough market handing out free reusable
shopping bags. The Morsbags, made by the group from fabric donated by
the village community, went down very successfully. We thoroughly enjoying
bellowing out ‘Get a free shopping bag – help the environment and use
these for your potatoes’. Many shoppers were baffled by the fact the bags
were free, but when we explained it was to try and stop the use of singleuse carrier bags, they were more than happy to take a bag to use. As the
morning went on, we then saw plenty of bags going the other way full of
shopping. We had been prepared to stay all day, but within three hours all
260 bags were gone!
Around Woodhouse Eaves, Morsbags are available in the Spar, Agora and
Apples & Pears. Borrow a bag if you forget your shopping bag and bring it
back the next time you are in store.
Terracycle – in the car park or the annexe
Our monthly collection of difficult-to-recycle items continues on the first
Saturday of every month. We are either in the car park or in the annexe
building. Look out for the group’s banner on a car. We are there from
10.00am until 12.00pm. If you would like to receive a reminder before the
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session, please email wheplasticfree@hotmail.com and ask to join the
mailing list or find out more at: www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/terracycle-with-us
The Sustainable Living Fair
We now have so many stalls and activities signed up for the fair on 22nd
May, it is going to be a very busy, exciting day. Entry is free to the village
hall, so please do put the date on your calendar and bring the family,
grandparents, and friends along for a great day out. You will need to bring
along some items to make the most of what is on offer – your blunt garden
sears or your push bike, for example. Do check the website for full details –
you won’t want to miss out! www.wheplasticfree.co.uk/fair
There is still time to sign up as a repairer for the fair’s repair café. Visit the
website to sign up. We would love a bit of variety so if you are a silversmith
or keen jeweller, if you fit watch batteries or could safely wipe an old laptop,
please do get in touch. Basically, if you can fix something that is broken
from a table in the village hall, we want to hear from you!
We are now on Facebook!
You can now follow us on Facebook. Search for @wheplasticfree
Gemma Andrews

Roundabout May 2022

19

Local winner for children's writing competition
Charnwood Museum ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’
Earlier this year, Charnwood Museum launched a writing competition for
children to compose a 500-word story inspired by Judith Kerr’s classic
book, The Tiger Who Came to Tea.
Tillie McClelland from Woodhouse Eaves won the 7 to 11 age group with
her 500-word story, The Llama Who Came to Lunch. Tillie is an active
member of both Woodhouse Eaves Brownies and Woodhouse Eaves
Cub Scout group, where she happily read her story to achieve her
‘creativity’ badge.
A way with words must run in the family, as Tillie happens to be the younger
daughter of David McClelland, who edits Roundabout.
The Llama Who Came to Lunch
One fine spring morning, three friends – Chloe, Maisie and Sophie –
decided to have a picnic. Their parents packed them a hamper and a
blanket, and they went to a meadow at the local farm. The friends visited
the farm often, and loved watching the animals play. They enjoyed watching
the sheep, the cows and the goats, but most of all they enjoyed watching
the farmer’s cheeky llama.
Every day, the farmer got up very early to milk
his cows and feed all his animals. On this
Saturday, however, he was very tired and
forgot to feed his llama. Not only that, but the
forgetful farmer left the gate to the llama’s
pen open!
By lunchtime, the poor llama was
extraordinarily hungry. It was then that he
began to smell the delicious, mouth-wateringly
scrumptious picnic the three friends had
brought with them to eat for lunch. Noticing his
gate was open, the llama escaped and made
his way towards the girls’ picnic.
Tillie was presented with her
prize at Charnwood Museum
alongside her story, which will
remain on display at the
museum.
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The children saw the llama walking towards
them. Realising the llama was hungry, Chloe
opened the picnic basket and pulled out a
carrot and threw it in front of him. Immediately,
the llama bent down and gobbled it all up.

Roundabout May 2022

Still hungry, the llama decided to join the girls for their picnic. The llama
pointed his head towards a cucumber sandwich as if requesting a bite.
Maisie nodded and gave it to the llama.
When the llama had finished the sandwich and licked up all the crumbs, he
pointed his hooves at the picnic basket. Unsure what to do, the girls passed
the basket to the llama. The llama took a bit longer to finish this as he was
trying to be polite and use his manners.
After he had eaten all of the food – and the basket – the llama was
tremendously thirsty, so drank all of the water in the jug, before eating the
picnic blanket for dessert! After that, he stood up, shook his hair and did a
little burp!
Sophie told Chloe and Maisie to wait with the llama while she went to find
the farmer. The farmer eventually came with a big bucket of carrots of which
he carefully laid down on the floor for the llama to follow back to his pen.
The children were now very hungry since the llama had eaten most of the
food on their picnic. They persuaded their parents to take them to a famous
local fish and chip shop, called Tiger Tiger. As they arrived at the front of the
queue, and while everyone was choosing what to eat, Sophie was certain
that she recognised the furry creature serving them...
Tillie McClelland, age 9

Zooming in at the WI
This month saw our committee take a deep breath, summon their nerves,
and present a comic sketch entitled: Zooming with the Committee. The
comedy was designed to highlight the opportunity of joining the committee
and to ask for one or two more volunteers to share some of the tasks.
Already, several members are taking on various aspects of this very active
Woodhouse group, but the committee would welcome some additional help
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to secure its future in the coming year or so. Tasked with writing a suitable
sketch, our local expert, Mark Temple trawled the previous year’s
programme and wrote some great lines, much to the amusement and
appreciation of the audience. Indeed, Joy Hoult, a county adviser, enjoyed
the evening so much that she suggested the sketch would be a great hit
with other local WI’s. The committee has yet to be persuaded to repeat its
sterling performance.

Members of the WI committee performing a comedy sketch written for them by Mark Temple.

Another treat was in store for our members and visitors: the opportunity to
learn how to hula hoop. John Parnell is an expert in the art, having reached
the semi-finals of ITV’s Britain’s Got Talent in 2017. John sailed through a
brief history of hula hooping, telling us that it is not a craze that originated in
the 1950s, but was popular as far back as the 14th century, when the hoops
were made of natural materials such as cane. The brightly coloured plastic
hoops that we recognise these days originated in America, when a rock
group called the G-String Band gave out hoops to their fans to take part in
‘hoop dancing’ at festivals and gigs.
John demonstrated his range of moves with the hoops and showed us the
correct stance and procedures to get them spinning effortlessly. Then it was
our turn. We were determined to master the art, encouraged by John’s tale
of teaching an elderly member of another WI who mastered her new skill at
the age of ninety-six. John listed all the health benefits of hula hooping and
urged us to keep finding new challenges as we travel through life. After all,
he stressed, that’s what keeps us young at heart.
Following on from the fun of hula hooping in March, we have a new
membership year full of varied talks and activities. April is the month for
renewing membership of the Woodhouse Eaves WI and, as always, new
members are always welcome at any time throughout the year. There is a
‘try before you buy’ opportunity available – your first visit is free. As we
move into our 104th year, the Woodhouse Eaves WI is working hard to
ensure that we continue to build strong and relevant connections to our
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much-loved community. For more information, please contact Judith via
email at harrisonjudith9@gmail.com or mobile on 07812 371 705.
Jane Futcher

How well do you know your village?
The theme for this month’s pictures is ‘house names’. See if you know
where these houses are! Answers on the inside back cover.
Stella Blay
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Scammers won’t catch me out!
Have you ever said this to yourself? If you have, do not be so sure.
Scammers are getting more and more sophisticated. How often do you pick
up the phone and give your telephone number or name or both? It is only
polite, isn’t it? It used to be that way in the ‘good old days’, but remember
you have given them some of your details. Even if you put the phone down
this time, the next time someone rings and says, ‘Hello Mr Brown’, you may
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hesitate to hang up or decline their offer because you think they know you,
otherwise how would they know your name?
Do not just throw away letters from banks, building societies, the local
council and so on. They contain your name and address and often other
information that scammers – or worse, identity thieves – can use to catch
you out, take over your identity and even take out credit agreements. When
you do need to dispose of documents like this, remember to shred them,
tear them up into tiny bits or burn them.
Before acting on an unexpected email, letter or WhatsApp message from a
friend or trusted organisation, remember to ask yourself: is it really from
them, does it have the greeting you expect or is there something in the
wording that seems a bit odd? If you have any concerns, check with the
friend or organisation using a number you already have for them, not one in
the communication you have received.
The internet links below are all useful ways to help you keep up to date with
current scams. The first is a link to The Little Book of Cyber Scams, a report
produced by the Metropolitan Police Cyber Crime Unit. It can be
downloaded and contains useful information to help protect you from
cybercrime. The other links take you to Which? Scam Alert and to
Neighbourhood Link. Registering with these systems will help keep you up
to date with the latest scams:
• www.met.police.uk/search?q=little+book+of+scams
• campaigns.which.co.uk/scam-alert-service/
• www.neighbourhoodlink.co.uk/
Let’s all work together to keep us all safe.
Ted Chapman, Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Neighbourhood Watch

May in the cottage garden
As sometimes happens when I write these pieces a month in advance, I
struggle to place my mind in the month I am supposed to be writing about.
As I sit here pondering about the garden in May, outside the temperature is
almost zero, snow flurries drift across the skies and spring is put on hold.
But skip forward and this last nod to winter will soon pass and already the
sun has regained some of its warmth, which in turn warms the earth and
encourages new growth.
I have most probably said this before, but May is my favourite month. May
in the garden is a celebration of all that I find beautiful and stimulating about
gardening. There is an explosion of growth in both flowers and foliage –
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apple blossom, bluebells, cow parsley, alliums, the list is endless. This
eruption of colour is dazzling after the long barren months of winter, but it is
the range and intensity of greens that are most exciting and sing of all the
new life to come.
In the flower borders
Dahlia tubers potted-up earlier in spring should have sprouted new shoots
and can now be put into the borders once the threat of frost has passed. It
is time to prune spring flowering shrubs such as forsythia after they have
flowered, to keep them compact. New shoots of climbing plants such as
clematis and honeysuckle should be tied in to supports. Summer bedding
and tender annuals such as cosmos can also be planted out. Plant up
hanging baskets and patio pots with summer bedding, but keep in a
greenhouse or sunny porch for a couple of weeks to establish before
placing outside.
Perennials should have put on a good amount of bushy growth by now, and
now is the time to place supports around them, before they actually need it.
By doing this now the supports will quickly be hidden by fast growing plants
and your borders will not look constrained. Also any plants knocked over or
collapsed will never quite look the same no matter how carefully you prop
them up. The explosion of new growth also applies to weeds and, in my
experience, it is best to try and keep on top of them as, and when, they
emerge. Hoeing weeds when they are young is by far the best way. A sharp
hoe will make light work of the job by cutting off the roots just below the
surface and save your back in the process.
In the vegetable garden
Earth up your potatoes, covering up new shoots as they appear. This
protects the early shoots from frost and prevents the young potatoes from
being exposed to light, which turns them green and makes them poisonous.
Start off runner and French beans in deep pots or root trainers inside or
alternatively plant directly into the soil if the weather is warm. Pick rhubarb
stems as they develop. Rhubarb is best pulled from the base rather than
cut. This ensures new shoots will grow and helps prevent any disease
getting in where a stem has been cut.
Sow successional batches of salad leaves to ensure a continuous harvest
throughout the summer. Thin out any seedlings of sowings made earlier in
the spring to ensure you get strong-growing, healthy plants. Finally, keep on
top of slugs and snails. There is a school of thought that if plants are strong
and healthy they will not suffer too much damage from slugs and snails.
However, we all know that dismal feeling of finding seedlings carefully
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nurtured and planted out having totally disappeared overnight. Organic slug
pellets contain an active ingredient called ferric phosphate, which affects
the calcium metabolism in the gut of slugs and snails and stops them
feeding, causing them to die within a few days. This causes no ill effects to
any other wildlife. If you do not like the thought of killing slugs and snails
then a nightly patrol picking up the offending creatures and transporting
them somewhere else (not your neighbour’s garden!) is another method.
A note on progress
Those few of you who regularly read this column might be interested in the
progress made to change the flower borders in the garden. I have three
dogs and the urine stains on my two lawns were becoming uncontrollable.
My initial plan was to rip up the second lawn completely and replace it with
plants. What I have ended up doing is blocking off this part of the garden
with hurdles made from rusted steel. These provide an effective barrier to
the dogs (so far) but, being rusted, are not immediately visible from a
distance meaning the garden does not look divided in two. I have removed
a good deal of the second lawn, making one bed much larger. I have
therefore been busy all spring lifting and dividing perennials to populate this
new space and treating myself to a few new plants in the process.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
May is a month for school exams
and tests, so here are some
practice question and answers for
our younger readers.

Q. Name these four quadrilateral
shapes.
A.

Q. Expand (a+b)n
A. (

a

+

b

)

n

Q. In the right-angled triangle
below, find 𝑥 .
Q. How do you change centimetres
to metres?
A. Take out centi.
1

Q. 𝑠𝑖𝑛𝑥 =?
𝑛

1

A. 𝑠𝑖𝑛𝑥 = 𝑠𝑖𝑥 = 6

A.

𝑛

Q. Briefly explain what hard water
is.
A. Ice.
Q. What ended in 1896?
Q. What does Max have if he starts
with 36 chocolate bars and he eats
29 of them?
A. He has diabetes.
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A. 1865
Q. Write an example of a risk.
A. This.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to people living in Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves that accord with our editorial policy (see inside front cover). We do
not publish notices of births, deaths or marriages, but can write up people’s
stories for them if they wish. We aim to keep most articles under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is preferred, although
we accept legible hand-written items. Digital pictures are very welcome.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the interim advertising manager Roger
Berkeley on (01509) 890424 or via the email address below.
Forthcoming events: organisers of not-for-profit or charity events may
submit a maximum of 50 words to publicise a one-off or annual event. We
may edit your submission and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Answers to ‘How well do you know your village?’ picture quiz:
Picture 1: Lower Beacon Road
Picture 2: Main Street, next to the entrance to the playing field
Picture 3: Main Street, opposite Patterson Drive
Picture 4: Corner of Victoria Road and Maplewell Road
Codeword Solution
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What’s on in May
Mon

9th

5.45

Sat

7th

10.0012.00

Mon

9th

7.15

Wed 11th

Sun

22nd

Sun

29th

7.30

10.004.00
10.004.00

Annual parish council meeting and
review of neighbourhood plan
Terracyle collection of ‘difficult to
recycle items’. Organised by the
Plastic Free group.
Local history group: ‘Old photographs
from Brenda Barnard's collection’. For
Zoom code: wwelhg2021@gmail.com
LRWT: ‘A Wildlife Quiz for Everyone’.
Organise your own team, or join one
on the night. BYO drinks and nibbles.
WHE Plastic Free Group: Sustainable
Living Fair. See p.19
National ‘Big Bowls Weekend’ open
day. Try your hand at lawn bowling.
Everyone, of all ages, welcome.

Village Hall
Car park or
annexe
Zoom, code via
email
Village Hall
£2.50, visitors
£3, kids free
Village Hall,
free entry
Quorn Mills
Park Bowling
Club, Main St

Check for more local event details on the Woodhouse Parish Council website:
www. woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

