Editorial policy
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causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
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Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
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inside the back cover.
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Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
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Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
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including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
The parish has been humming with activity, making the most of the
autumnal sunshine and coming together as a community for two big events.
The first event was the annual Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival (see
p.13) where scarecrows of all shapes and sizes were on show throughout
the village. Keep an eye out throughout the magazine, as the scarecrows
are back to their tricks, popping up throughout the text when you least
expect it!
The second event was the first-ever Apple Day held at Broombriggs
Community Orchard, where people gathered to enjoy this year’s bumper
crop of apples with juicing, tasting, competitions and games (see p.17).
Dawn Kirby

Parish council news
Remembrance Sunday parade – please be patient on the roads
Sunday, 8th November will see Remembrance services and wreath-laying
ceremonies at war memorials in both villages as usual, as well as the
annual parade of the Scout and Guide groups from the car park in Main
Street to Church Hill in Woodhouse Eaves and back. Welbeck Defence
Sixth Form College in Woodhouse will also have a lot of visitors for their
event, while Swithland, Quorn and Loughborough will be managing similar
events at similar times from around 10am to around 12pm.
This is one day in the year when disruption is likely due to simultaneous
events all around us. Police will be stretched to capacity and might not be
able to help here. Delays may be unavoidable. If you’re out that morning
and you encounter marshals please respond to their directions. If you are
held up, please be patient.
New councillor
The parish council warmly welcomed a new councillor at its October
meeting. Stephen Hinds lives in one of the new homes on Church Hill and
has moved back to the area after a period away from it. His expertise in
financial and IT matters will surely be a great help. Stephen has worked
with parish and borough councils elsewhere so understands how things
operate. The council is looking forward to working with him.
Lettings fees for Woodhouse Eaves premises
Between 2002 and 2013 there was no rise in lettings fees, and then we put
them up by £1 per hour in January 2014. The range and standard of our
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facilities had increased considerably since 2002, with some of the work
funded by external grant applications and some from the relatively small
income we receive from council tax payments (this is currently around £70
per year on average, less than a locksmith’s callout charge). Our charges
are in line with other village halls and our facilities, for the size of our
community, are good.
It is only fair that the wide range of people from other places who use our
premises should help to pay for their upkeep and development, as well as
the residents and businesses who pay via council tax, whether or not they
ever attend anything. Balancing the need to keep abreast of costs and yet
continue to provide and maintain facilities is not simple, so the parish
council, in its role as trustee for the charitable land and buildings, reviews
the charges every year.
As a charity trustee, and having taken professional advice about trustee
duty to run the charity well, the council has decided to raise the charges
again in January 2016 to put the charity onto a better financial footing as it
rarely, if ever, balances its costs against its income and relies heavily on
external grants and donations. The increase will be by £1 per hour for the
hall and new building and by 50 pence per hour for the annexe.
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The rise will allow us to enhance provision a little more. For example, there
is pressure from users to provide wireless broadband in our buildings. Now
that BT has installed superfast broadband in most parts of the parish, it is a
timely request that we would like to try to meet.
Village groups can also apply to the council for financial help. This may
seem odd, but it is because the council is actually two organizations: a
charity and a council. Only a council can offer grants, and the amount we
can make available is dictated by Government each year, based on the
number of parish electors. Guidance and an application form are on the
website at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/council-administration.html
and details of a few other local grant offers are available to view at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/charities4.html
Finally, the three very successful village-wide community events that have
enjoyed free use of premises (May Day Challenge, Woodhouse Eaves
Horticultural and Craft Show and the Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow
Festival) will continue to do so – there are no plans to levy charges. We
have calculated what income they would bring if charges were to be
imposed but only so that, as charity trustee, we know the level of financial
subsidy that we make to support them. We factor this into the budgets of
both charity and council and will continue to try to source income from
elsewhere to help pay for the facilities that we and our many visitors enjoy.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Broadband frustration
I wrote in October's Roundabout that the two new BT cabinets near the
Bulls Head should have made ‘superfast broadband’ available before now
to the centre and north of Woodhouse Eaves. Well, in spite of being advised
on 9th September that one of the cabinets had gone ‘live’ we have been
unable as yet to find any beneficiaries. Leicestershire County Council has
promised to investigate.
A good way to check if ‘superfast’ (or near superfast) is available to you is to
visit www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when and put in your
telephone number. You could repeat this test every few days. If you get a
green flag indicating ‘accepting orders’ you can order superfast broadband
through any internet service provider (ISP). If you do get a green flag,
please email broadband@ruralweb.org.uk and give your post code. We will
then update the information on www.ruralweb.org.uk for others to see.
Richard Bowers, for the Ruralweb group
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Neighbourhood Watch update
Villagers are being urged to stay vigilant after there were three thefts and a
burglary in Woodhouse Eaves during a two-week period.
A satellite navigation system was stolen from a car in Maplewell Road
between 20th and 21st September, a laptop was stolen from the boot of a
car parked in Birdhill Road between 29th and 30th September and bicycles
were stolen from two garages in Maplewell Road which were broken into
some time overnight between 30th September and 1st October. Two
garages were also broken into on The Drive that same night but nothing
was taken.
During the night of 1st October, a house window in Mill Road was smashed
and a thief reached inside to snatch a handbag. Anyone with information
about any of these incidents should call the police on 101.
In more positive news, Mervyn Greenhalgh and Peter Crankshaw the coordinators for the Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch group, have said that
their contact list is growing, with three more recently joining the
neighbourhood watch’s mailing list. More people are always welcome to
join. For more information email nhw@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Editor
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Vision Aid Overseas
I would like to say thank you to those who donated 28 pairs of unwanted
spectacles for Vision Aid Overseas in the past few weeks. Our total for this
year now stands at 557. In order to reach our target of 1,000 pairs, perhaps
we could all make an extra special effort over the coming months.
No matter what type of spectacles you have available, including sunglasses
and those with damaged frames, please hand them in at Oakwood
Pharmacy, in Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves.
Eric Allsop
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club update
A somewhat mixed season is now behind us. The 1st XI ended with a win
and finished in mid-table, while the 2nd XI had already completed their
season just above the relegation zone. The Thursday XI won the knock-out
cup very convincingly and showed much promise for the future.
If you have been down to the ground you may have noticed that the square
is fenced off with tasteful green netting. This is because the club has spent
nearly £1,200 on end-of-season renovation and we need to protect our
investment. However, there is an outside chance that recent torrential
downpours could have washed away some of the loam and seed.
The club held a Special General Meeting on 21st September to determine
its future direction. We have suffered from a lack of committed local
members this season and consequently our revenue has dropped markedly.
The meeting voted that the club will
continue next season with promises of
possible new players and sponsorship.
Sincere thanks must go to Don Bennett,
who has stood down as club president.
Don was the club’s previous Roundabout
correspondent and has worked tirelessly,
often unseen, for the club in many areas.
His contribution will be sorely missed and
his boots will be difficult to fill. Our thanks
also go to The Curzon Arms for their
generous support again this season. It has
been much appreciated.
As always, I end with a plea. The club is
120 years old and we want to keep the
tradition going in the village. We need

The living scarecrow at the Curzon
Arms.
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your support, especially as a player, or in any way you can. If you can play
or help please contact John Gillingham on (01509) 890 193.
John Gillingham
Another well-deserved award for litter-picking team
Hot on the heels of scooping the Woodhouse Parish Award, parish litter
warden Pam Crankshaw was presented with another award for the sterling
work carried out by the parish’s litter-picking team.
For their hard work and the dedication ensuring that the villages and their
surroundings are clean and presentable, the team were ‘commended’ in the
community projects section of the Rural Community Council (Leicestershire
and Rutland) Village and Community Achievement Awards 2015. The award
was presented to Mrs Crankshaw by HM Lord Lieutenant of Leicestershire,
Lady Gretton at a ceremony held at Birstall Golf Club on 17th September.
Mrs Crankshaw said that the team were really pleased to receive the award
and added that ‘I would also like to give my personal thanks to all the
volunteers who go out regularly and in all weathers to keep the roads and
footpaths within and around our parish clean and litter free’.
Editor

10

Roundabout November 2015

Quiz success
We would like to say a big thank you to everybody who attended the St
Paul’s Quiz Nite. A great time was had by all and we raised £648.50 for the
church. None of this would have been possible without the help and
generosity of Jim, Rosina, George, Sarah and Dawn. We hope to see you
all again next year.
Andrew Garland
Grow your own oak tree in The National Forest
Would you like your very own oak tree in The National Forest? All you have
to do is take part in the Grow a tree from seed scheme and collect a few of
the acorns that are around in the autumn, plant them and watch them grow.
More details are available at www.nationalforest.org/involved/seed.php
which gives you all the information you need about how to nurture and look
after your young saplings for the first couple of years. The page also has a
‘seedling pledge’ form to download, which must be completed and sent off
to The National Forest so the organization can keep track of your saplings.
When they are strong enough (usually after two years they will be able to
survive in the wild, but still be small enough to transplant successfully) you
will be invited to come along to a planting event in The National Forest.
Many people have already participated in the scheme and have found the
experience very rewarding and the planting events extremely enjoyable. It
brings together families and people of all ages, who are interested in
helping to grow The National Forest and look after the environment.
Maggie Morland, tree warden
Praise for restoration project
The station yard at Quorn and Woodhouse station at the Great Central
Railway (GCR) station has been declared a top ‘Cultural Facility’ during a
recent Biffa Award ceremony.
The project to restore the yard with features that would have been there
back in the days when the GCR was a mainline railway had received a
£46,416 grant from Biffa Award. Works undertaken and completed last year
included installing a timber goods platform, coal staithes to show how coal
was stored, and the renovation of The Tin Shed – a corrugated tin-clad
building which dates back to the opening of the railway in 1899. The project
beat off competition from more than 240 entries to win the Cultural Facility
prize at the award ceremony.
Editor
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Scarecrow-spotting in Woodhouse Eaves
The sun shone, the skies were blue and
Sunday, 4th October was the perfect day for
Woodhouse Eaves to be inundated with
visitors, of both the human and straw-stuffed
and papier-mâché varieties. The annual
Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival was a
success with at least 30 entries and, from my
point a view, it was a fabulous spectacle, as
we wandered around the village not knowing
what we would see around the next corner.
From Minions, dogs and astronomers to rugby
players, swimmers, pirates, shepherds and
even a tight-rope walker; the imagination,
creativity and hard work behind all of the
displays were evident for all to see. I was
Precarious! The scarecrow walking a
just glad that the judges had the difficult
tightrope across Victoria Road.
decision to choose the best scarecrow
because I would have struggled!
Personal favourites
My personal favourites included
the tight-rope walking scarecrow,
dangling precariously over a
driveway in Victoria Road, the
aqua-themed hedge complete
with divers and fish in Maplewell
Road which I thought was an
ingenious design and I thought
the living scarecrow waving and
smiling from the front of the
Curzon Arms was absolutely
inspired, however, she did
The aqua-themed hedge in Maplewell Road.
confuse my one-year-old who
wasn’t expecting her to wave at
him. We also enjoyed the notion of the ‘invisible scarecrow’ which was in
Birdhill Road.
As well as the spectacle of more than 30 scarecrows invading the village,
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group had organized a wonderful party at the
village hall and the car park, featuring a fantastic craft fair, the Worzel’s Inn,
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a barbecue as well as fundraising tombola and
bottle stall and live music. There were also cake
and other treats to tantalise the tastebuds at Aunt
Sally’s refreshment shack in the annexe.
Success
At this year’s festival the scout group raised more
than £2,500, and as in previous years the scouts
will donate money to local causes. Previously, they
have supported the local ‘Ark’ special needs group,
St Paul’s Church’s bell restoration, Little Owl PreThe Invisible Scarecrow of
School and paid for the Evergreens to enjoy
Birdhill Road.
Christmas lunch at Beaumanor Hall.
The festival also follows on from another successful scout fundraiser on
26th September, when the scouts ran a jumble sale in the village hall and
the explorer scouts held a toy and book sale in the annexe. The scouts
made just over £1,100 and the explorers raised a little over £300, which will
go toward funding the groups.
Dawn Kirby
A huge thank you from Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
We were overwhelmed with the amazing
scarecrows that appeared, as if by magic,
at 9.30am on the Sunday morning. Thank
you to everyone who battled with sticks
and straw to put one up.
So many people right across the village
pulled together to make the day so special
by donating raffle prizes, playing music,
putting up tents, taking down tents,
creating maps, driving vans and horse
boxes, engraving, providing web expertise,
making cakes, running competitions,
collecting sticks… we could go on and on. Thank you to you all.
A scarecrow swimming in the
Maplewell Lido.

The beavers, cubs, scouts, explorers and their families were all kept busy
running the stalls, the barbecue, the bar, the tearoom, the tombola and
selling programmes and raffle tickets. Thank you all for your commitment to
keep Scouting going. This year, a beaver, cub, scout and explorer team
were busy judging alongside Les Pole and Jill Taylor who were representing
the parish council. Thank you all for tackling an increasingly difficult job.
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It was fantastic to see the village so full of people enjoying the day. Thank
you for supporting the event. As a result of everyone’s hard work and
enthusiasm we have made over £2,500. This will go to support our scouting
groups and other local good causes, and we would welcome suggestions
as to which causes should benefit from a donation.
Sue Woolhouse
Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival prize-winners
Overall champion: de Salis Young family – Precarious!
Parish council winner: Ark Group – Adam & Eve
Public choice winner: Main Street Minions!
Best use of hedge: Woolhouse family – Sub Aqua
Best theatrical scenery: Hyman family – Pirates
Best use of garden: Percival family – The Maplewell
Lido
Best use of papier-mâché: Wilkinson family – GRU
& his Minions!
Best use of a vehicle: Fletcher family – The Village
Loves a Tryer

Sugar-loving Dougal in
Maplewell Road.

Runners up
Melissa Searancke – Minions LOVE Bananas!
Louise Johnson – Main Street Minions!
Pattison family – Hubble Bubble
Joel and Louis Parsons – Patrick Moore
Becky Barrington – Mechanic Madness
Wendy Young – Steve the Ranger
Rose Graham – Little Red Riding Hood
The McLeod family – All tied up
Chloe Greenwood – Sailor Jack!
Curzon Arms – Human Scarecrow

Scarecrows busy repairing cars in
Maplewell Road.
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Apple-y ever after!
Apples were peeled, scratted and pressed; juice flowed, music drifted and
the sun shone on our first Apple Day at Broombriggs Community Orchard in
Woodhouse Eaves on Sunday, 11th October.
It was a beautiful golden October day when we arrived at the orchard to find
that Mick Moffat, the countryside rangers and a happy band of volunteers
were already hard at work raking off the long grass in preparation for
planting wildflower plugs under the fruit trees.
Plenty of apples for all
It soon became clear that we had no shortage of apples for the event.
Molly’s beautiful, ‘Red Delicious’ gems had filled a car boot and were
eagerly tasted – they would make brilliant juice and also went down very
well with the young apple bobbers (and one horse who had to be bribed to
walk past the fluttering bunting).
As more and more boxes and bags of apples arrived, the ‘scratter’ (which
grated the apples into a pulp suitable for pressing) and the apple press went
into full-speed production, thanks to Bertil Schou, Transition Loughborough,
Pete Cheyney’s generator and many willing helpers, including the guides,
who worked enthusiastically after putting up their seven well-made bird
boxes around the orchard. Pressing an estimated 200 to 300 litres of juice
from the apples provided, this was possibly the most juice Transition
Loughborough have ever pressed at an event.
Displays, tastings, music and peeling
Malcolm Whitmore’s apples made a great tasting display, ranging from the
huge ‘Jumbo’ variety to smaller ‘Egremont Russets’, some sweet, others
sharp, but all delicious. Visitors were surprised at how many varieties exist,
and this was only a small selection of British apples from one orchard. ‘Lord
Lambourne’ was voted the Apple Day favourite, a sweet, crunchy apple.
Suddenly, partway through the afternoon, an accordion struck up a foottapping tune, soon to be joined by a cello and violin, which entertained us
all and lent a country fair atmosphere to the day. Thanks to Sarah
Brookman and Nina and Ed Young for a delightfully impromptu ‘Apple Jam’
session – we’d like to book you for next year!
Amelie Ross and Seonaid Bennett were the worthy winners of the Apple
Quiz, receiving a tasty apple pie for their completely correct answers – the
only entrants to get 100 per cent right. The ‘Longest Apple Peel’ competition
became extremely competitive. Emma Emmott’s early lead with one metre
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Apple Day at Broombriggs Orchard

Collection of apples for tasting from
Malcolm Whitmore’s orchard.

Brett, the winner of the
longest apple peel
competition.

A collection of fruity animals.

Cara Mason and Grace Cameron
‘scratting’ the apples into a pulp suitable
for pressing.

The apple press hard at work.
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A fruity caterpillar.
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Scarecrows on show

A scarecrow cleaning windows in
Victoria Road.

Minions help to dry the washing
in Main Street.

A shepherd guides his sheep at
the entrance to Broombriggs.

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden outside the Baptist
Church in Main Street.

Little Red Riding Hood picnicking with her granny (aka
the Big Bad Wolf) in Birdhill Road.

Two scarecrows enjoy afternoon tea watching the crowds
pass by in Birdhill Road.

Roundabout November 2015

19

and 47.5 centimetres was eventually beaten by Brett’s incredible two
metres and 17.5 centimetres. He didn’t know that he had this amazing skill
and no doubt will be practising hard to retain his title next year. His apple
pie prize was destined for the family’s Sunday dinner table.
Enthusiastic scratters and crushers were determined to use all of the apples
and worked until dusk to produce juice. Many cider-making tips were
exchanged, so if there is a sudden outbreak of middle-aged cider louts
rolling around Woodhouse Eaves come mid-December, Transition
Loughborough and the heritage wardens will not be held responsible! Let’s
hope there’s plenty left and someone brings a bottle or two back to the next
Apple Day for tasting.
We’d like to thank everyone (including the scouts), who picked or donated
apples, helped in any way or came along to join in. It was very satisfying to
see so many families out in the October sunshine enjoying an afternoon of
simple community fun. We’re already planning next year’s Apple Day –
refreshed with the odd glass of cider or two of course!
If you would like to help with the community orchard or future Apple Days,
please contact heritage.warden@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk
Maggie Morland, Cathy Schou and Kate Moore
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Local History Group: The Mountsorrel Railway
Project – the story so far
Patrick (Pat) Neal’s talk to the September meeting of the Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group about the Mountsorrel Railway
Project proved an eye-opening illustration of what can be done to restore
lost heritage if people have passion and plenty of drive, and how a personal
passion can be harnessed to create a lasting asset for an entire community.
Pat is current treasurer and long-term member of the Mountsorrel Heritage
Group and has been a volunteer on the railway since 2007.
A project is born
The Mountsorrel railway was an industrial line, built in the mid-19th century
to serve the local granite quarries, and extended at the end of the century to
transport stone from the quarries to Swithland sidings on the newly-opened
Great Central Railway. Sadly, in 1959 the track was stripped up leaving only
a handful of sleepers, and the original track was soon overgrown by trees
and bushes.
Half a century later a newcomer to Mountsorrel, Steve Cramp, became
curious about the occurrence of old railway bridges in the area and so
began researching their origins and gathering knowledge from local
residents, including Pat. The work culminated in a passionate determination
to reconstruct the one-and-a-half mile stretch of line from Swithland sidings
to Bond Lane in Mountsorrel. Despite sceptics declaring the project was
impossible, quoting costs of £2 million, in September 2007 Steve, his wife
and daughters and two or three volunteers began clearing the vegetation
overgrowth.
By 2011 a short stretch of line
was cleared and ballast and
track laid, all carried out mostly
by hand with the help of a
‘Wickham trolley’ to transport
the 60-foot long, one-ton rail
lengths. As well as finding out
how to lay track, and turn
straight track into curves,
volunteers have also learned
the skills of dry stone-walling
and hedge-laying to repair and
enhance the trackside.

Volunteers learning how to turn a piece of straight
track into curved track.
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A community asset emerges
Since 2011, a station platform with access path has been built at Nunckley
Hill, while a host of young people from youth clubs and guides to brownie
and rainbows groups have sown wild flowers alongside the track. Around
2,500 saplings have been planted to replace felled trees, the felled wood
being used for other purposes within the railway complex. A wheelchairfriendly nature trail has been constructed, which includes bird feeders,
hedgehog houses and a living-willow arch. There is also an outdoor ‘ecoclassroom’ where children can learn more about the natural environment.
The building of a heritage centre is underway to house a museum and
exhibitions room, office, an indoor classroom/meeting room and the allessential tearoom. It is hoped that the work will be completed by March or
April next year.
To find out more about this exciting project and see photographs of its
stages in development, go to www.mountsorrelrailway.org.uk
Evelyn Brown

Reunion at Stoneywell
Woodhouse Eaves resident Mark Temple, who volunteers at Stoneywell, shares how
he witnessed a wonderful reunion in the historic house’s stable-yard. Ed.

National Heritage Day, held on 12th September was bustling at many of our
historic houses and museums, with many visitors taking advantage of free
entry to hundreds of attractions. At Stoneywell, the National Trust’s newlyacquired Arts and Crafts cottage at Ulverscroft, 13th September turned out
to be pretty special too. At 11am we witnessed a reunion in the stable-yard
between friends who had spent six years together at Stoneywell during the
Second World War.
Wartime refuge
The first of these was John Richardson aged 80. He is the son of George
Richardson, who worked in Stoneywell’s gardens from 1926 until the early
1960s. John’s mother, Marion Richardson, a formidable character in
Newtown Linford, had worked as housekeeper and cook at High Robey
before offering the same service at Stoneywell for the Gimson family.
After a devastating fire in June 1939, which destroyed the cottage’s
thatched roof, the Gimsons’ plans to return to Stoneywell after the
renovations were completed were thwarted by the outbreak of war. With the
family living at Bedales School, near Steep in Hampshire, where Basil
Gimson was teaching, they had no choice but to put Stoneywell up for let.
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On the night of 20th November 1940 clusters of bombs had rained down on
Leicester, killing at least 108 people. The bombing not only destroyed the
old pavilion in Victoria Park but several houses on the adjacent London
Road, including the home of a surgeon, Rupert Lodge and his family at
number 188.
The family were offered a tenancy at Stoneywell and moved in a few days
later and stayed there until early 1946. For the same period the
Richardsons were asked to move into Stoneywell as caretakers.
Consequently, Shena Lodge, along with her brothers Brian and Richard,
spent several summers playing in the woods and gardens with the young
John Richardson. However, it has taken around 67 years before Shena
(now Sarjeant) and John were reunited.
Sharing memories
They spent over three
hours exploring the cottage
and sharing memories
about their childhood
escapades. Shena
commented on a good
many changes but
recognized, at once, the
quirky, five-sided room she
had occupied as a child.
Although John has been
back to Stoneywell several
times over the years he
had rarely visited the attic
Shena Sarjeant and John Richardson reunited after 67
bedroom, nicknamed
years.
Olympus, that he had
shared for six years with
his parents. He was reminded how he had slept on a cut-down bed, under
the low roof adjacent to the attic stairs.
Comments about what things had changed the most since 'their day' were
most illuminating; it seemed very little had changed. Shena had been there
in the days of the oak settle and scrubbed-top table, which were removed
when the new kitchen was created in the 1950s by Donald and Anne
Gimson. The 'nursery' set up was a bit of a surprise to her as it was simply
a twin-bedded room in which all their clothes were kept when her family
moved in.
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Shena also admitted to using the wonderful dining table as a slide when her
brothers weren't playing table tennis on it. She also recalled hours spent
running through the woods and falling into bear-traps which her brothers
had dug (with John’s help no doubt) and covered over with bracken.
Asked if there was anything significant missing from their days at the
cottage both agreed that the rag-rugs were once a familiar feature in most
rooms. They also urged us to try and obtain a yoke and buckets as the
chore of fetching water from the well-house was a daily burden that all the
occupants at Stoneywell had to bear, even Shena.
Mark Temple

The dinner party that nearly wasn’t
Mark Temple’s amusing article about forgotten dinner dates (see
July/August Roundabout) reminded me of my own bizarre experience last
year. It should console both him and his friends in Newtown Linford that
they are far from alone in the fight against a fading memory.
Memory starts to fail
Last summer I reached a ‘big’ birthday and as part of the celebrations I
invited the members of my book group to come for a dinner party at my
house before our monthly discussion meeting which I’d asked to host.
The date, Monday, July 28th, was on the calendar and recorded in my
book-group notebook and a gourmet menu was drawn up. However, as the
day grew closer, my confidence that I had the correct date began to wane
and I began to convince myself that the meeting was on Monday, July 21st,
a week earlier than I’d thought. Despite trying to dismiss the feeling as a
form of paranoia, anxiety burgeoned and by Sunday, 20th I was in a
feverish state, but what to do?
I could have rung a friend for confirmation but it would have sounded rather
offensive to be saying ‘Hey! I know I’ve invited you all for dinner, but I’m not
sure which day.’
Furthermore, if the response was ‘Tomorrow’ then I was going to be in deep
trouble time-wise because all of the dishes involved a significant amount of
preparation. To shop on Monday morning with a view to cooking and
serving up by early Monday evening, and to have a house in a fit state to
receive visitors, would require a whole host of wand-waving fairy
godmothers. I might not even be able to get my car off the driveway in Perry
Close on the Monday morning to go shopping because the roadside
pathways were to be resurfaced.
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Panic grips
As time ticked rapidly past on Monday, 21st, anxiety turned to full-blown
panic. By 6.40pm, 20 minutes before I imagined people might begin
arriving, rationality fled and so did I.
Concluding that it would be marginally less mortifying to have to ring up and
apologise to everyone the following day than to face hungry guests on the
doorstep, I hurried up Perry Close and over the green to hide in the bushes
from where I could see (without being seen) if anyone called at the house.
After some ten minutes of darting in and out of the bushes, I realised that
my behaviour might well be perceived as highly suspicious to passers-by
and residents looking out of their windows. Time to move on, but where to
go?
If I went down Tuckett Road to Main Street or along Bird Hill Road to
Beacon Road, I ran the risk of being spotted by friends on their way to my
supposed dinner party. The only way was to head up Bird Hill Road to Mill
Road and enjoy (perhaps not the best choice of word, given my state of
mind) a clamber up to the windmill before meandering down Windmill Hill
back into Bird Hill Road.
By 7.20pm I was back in the bushes,
peeking across the green into Perry
Close. Seeing no crowd of concerned
friends gathered in the garden, and no
police forcing the front door, I crept
quietly home breathing a little easier.
Finding no frantic notes on the doormat,
or messages on the answer-phone, I
realised that all was well after all. Anxiety
rushed out like air from a burst balloon.

Patrick Moore studying the skies in
Maplewell Road.

A week later my friends arrived as
planned. The house was clean and tidy,
the meal was cooked, ready and waiting;
and we all enjoyed the birthday
celebration. However, I think this article
is going to come as a big surprise to
those of the friends who read
Roundabout. Sorry, guys, but I just
couldn’t ’fess up before!
Evelyn Brown
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The link between a moustache and men’s health
Woodhouse Eaves pharmacist Zainab Master explains the importance of Movember in
promoting men’s health issues. Ed.

If you notice a sudden proliferation in the number of moustaches you come
across during your ritual dog walk, don't be astounded. It is merely a
movement of male solidarity towards the current public health campaign of
Movember. The three main focal points of this campaign are: mental health,
testicular cancer and prostate cancer.
Crisis point
The Movember Foundation describes the state of men's health as being in
a crisis, with gender being one of the strongest and most consistent
predictors of life expectancy. The average life expectancy in global terms,
for males is six years less than for females.
Poor mental health is manifested in the male population by the fact that
three quarters of all suicides are by men. The World Health Organisation
estimates that 510,000 men commit suicide every year, that’s one man
every minute. This is an incredibly difficult area to tackle, due to the stigma
associated with men seeking medical or holistic help for poor mental health.
Conversely, however, the statistics show that reported cases of mental
illness are higher in women. It is clear from this that the first battle is to
tackle the tentative approach men have towards accepting that they may
have mental health issues.
Cancers
Testicular cancer is an unusual form of cancer but is the most common type
in males aged 15 to 49. Symptoms are a feeling of heaviness and dull
aching in the testicles. The outlook for this condition is positive, with 96 per
cent of men diagnosed in the early stages of cancer cured, and 80 per cent
of men cured when the cancer has spread to nearby tissues.
Prostate cancer is the most common type of cancer in men in the UK, with
40,000 cases being diagnosed every year. This is a slow-progressing
condition and symptoms may not be apparent for many years. Increased
urinary frequency, straining during urination and feeling like the bladder has
not emptied properly can all be symptoms. These are brought on by the
enlarged cancerous prostate located in the pelvis putting pressure on the
urethra (the tube responsible for transporting urine out of the bladder). The
likelihood of getting this type of cancer increases with age. Treatment of this
cancer depends on how far the cancer has progressed, ranging from
vigilant monitoring of the gland, to hormone and radiotherapy.
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Men's health is not often at the forefront of media coverage or public health
campaigns but the Movember Foundation has managed to pinpoint areas
that need addressing and helped to publicise them in a way that is engaging
and easy to get involved with by not shaving for a month!
Zainab Master

November in the cottage garden
For me November in the garden is all about damp days and last chances.
However, this doesn’t mean it’s all doom and gloom. Those leaves that
haven’t yet fallen provide rich colours both in the countryside and the
garden and there is always a friendly robin to keep me company when I do
manage to get outside.
If October is a month of gathering in the last of the year’s harvest, then
November is a time of plenty in the kitchen where rainy days see me using
up the apple harvest in cakes and chutney and thinking of imaginative ways
to cook the last courgettes I let grow into marrows! But, on kind weather
days, I’m still out in the garden finishing the big tidy-up before winter and
also doing some planting jobs in readiness for next spring.
Last chances
There are still plenty of leaves from my two apple trees to clear up, dead
foliage to remove and a few nest boxes to clean out. Leaves can be stored
in black plastic bags to create leaf mould which is a great soil conditioner to
spread over borders in spring.
Any half hardy plants will need to
be brought inside or housed in a
cold greenhouse to protect them
from the worst of the weather. I’m
trying this method with a couple of
Echinacea varieties I bought in the
summer as I’ve had trouble
overwintering them in the garden
in the past.
Dig over bare patches of soil in
flower borders if the ground isn’t
too wet and work in plenty of
organic matter. This will improve
the soil by increasing drainage
and aeration.

Hubble bubble toil and trouble; witches spotted in
Birdhill Road.
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Planting
Now is a good time to finish planting spring bulbs such as tulips and Lily of
the Valley. I prefer to plant alliums in October but if the weather is relatively
dry you can still plant them now. It is also a good time to plant out barerooted roses, wall flowers and new shrubs.
I give my shrub roses their first prune this month. I like to prune back growth
by half to prevent wind-rock, and prune again to shape around the end of
February. Patios can be brightened up for the winter months with pots of
bedding such as pansies, heathers and trailing ivy. Make sure pansies and
violas are regularly dead-headed to encourage repeat flowering.
Fingers crossed!
I’ve had a very successful year with cuttings from my scented geraniums
and I’m starting to build up quite a collection. It’s been a bit of a challenge
overwintering these delicate little plants in the past, with different methods
having varied results. This year I’ve decided to try heating the greenhouse
with a paraffin heater again. Taking some advice, I’m hoping that keeping
the greenhouse well-ventilated while the heater is on will give me better
results – I’ll keep you posted!
The vegetable garden
Although my vegetable patch looks a little bare now I’ve cleared away the
last summer cropping plants, I still have some plants that will see us
through the winter. There is always a place for my favourite winter brassica
kale and this year the vegetable patch is decorated with a new variety of
jagged-leaved kale in green and purple which tastes as good as it looks. I
also have a few brussel sprout plants that I’m saving up for Christmas. All
these will go nicely with any left-over beetroot which I think is as delicious
roasted as it is boiled. Any stored fruit and vegetables should be regularly
checked and any rotting ones removed.
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Early varieties of broad beans and peas can be sown under cloches. It is
also time to plant out autumn onion sets and garlic. If you grow fruit, now is
the time to plant new bare-rooted fruit trees and bushes.
Towards the end of the month you can start to prune apple, pear and fig
trees. My fig tree is grown in the greenhouse and always puts on too much
growth during the summer. However, I’m careful
with my pruning as any fruit not ripened this year
will surely be the first to ripen next summer and is
worth keeping on the tree.

A lost Minion?

Cut away the stems of autumn fruiting raspberries
to soil level. Finally, pot up herbs such as parsley
and mint in containers to sit on a kitchen window
sill or in a sheltered spot such as a porch where
they can be used for winter cooking.
Jo Poultney
For more read Jo’s blog at
www.thejoyfulgardenerblog.wordpress.com Ed.

Woodhouses Gardening club: how important is it
to know the pH of your soil?
The September meeting of the Woodhouses Garden Club provided our
members with a hands-on element once again. This time we had been
asked by our speaker to bring along samples of soil from our gardens. It
was best if we brought a little from different parts of the garden (mixed
together) rather than a trowel-full from a single flowerbed. A number of
people did bring contributions along and it was surprising how much they
varied even though most were from Woodhouse Eaves.
Before getting our hands dirty, our speaker Richard Baldwin, showed us the
different types of soil textures to look out for, for example, sand, silt or clay.
As you might imagine, it is rare for a soil to display purely one property so
we were trying to figure out what the predominant features of each soil
sample would be. Once we knew what we were looking for, it was time to
get stuck in and work our way through a set of questions designed to
identify the type of soil we were looking at.
As I say, although the soil types were broadly similar there was still a good
amount of variation and some people were pleased to see the noticeable
benefit of adding organic matter to their gardens over a number of years
and having dark, rich, fertile soil.
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Why is chemistry important for the garden?
Next came the chemistry bit, and a wonderful wooden box (courtesy of BDH
Chemicals Ltd) with all the necessary equipment and chemicals was
produced. Richard did go through the various alternative testing kits that
one can buy in a garden centre but he generally feels that none of them are
very effective and the best thing to do is either invest in a professional test
kit or send samples away to qualified laboratories.
One of our members got the chance to test the soil from her garden and we
observed a satisfying blue/green colour change at the end of the test to
show that the soil was pH 7.3 and so slightly alkaline (neutral is pH 7).
So what does all this mean and why does it matter to the gardener? You
may already be aware that the pH of your soil impacts the type of plants
that will be happiest in your soil.
Apparently, the ideal pH is slightly acidic (around 6.5). The reason for this is
less related to the absolute soil acidity and much more to do with the
availability of other nutrients such as potassium, magnesium and calcium.
Quite simply, if the pH is wrong these other nutrients may not be available in
suitable quantities for healthy plant growth. Somewhat like vitamin
deficiency in human beings, nutrient deficiency in the soil can cause plants
to be heavily weakened or appear infected by some unknown disease.
Blemishes on fruit and veg, curled up or browning leaves would normally
make us search for which infection was having such a detrimental effect or
look for an unhelpful bug that was eating away at the roots? However, in the
future we will now most certainly also consider the possibility that the pH
and/or the availability of certain nutrients are wrong for our plants.
Amanda and Andrew Garland
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found inside the back cover. (Andy Thomson)

Roundabout November 2015

33

The last word
What’s Scottish for snow?
With winter approaching, it’s
sobering to think that, according to
researchers working on the first
Scots Thesaurus, Scotland has
more than 400 words for snow –
even more than the Inuit living in the
Arctic!

Travel, keep fit and mend your
socks – all at once!

Academics have collected 421
Scots words for snow including:
‘flindrikin’, ‘snaw-pouther’, ‘sneesi’
(which means begin to rain or
snow), ‘skelf’ (which means big
snowflake) and ‘spitters’ (small
drops or flakes of wind-driven snow)
– www.news.sky.com, 23rd
September 2015.
‘Can we turn the plane around?’
It isn’t only divas jet-setting around
the world that present outrageous
and, in some cases, stupid requests
to airline crew.
Cabin crew from Jet2 have revealed
some of the questions they have
had to deal with from passengers.
These include: ‘I’ve forgotten
something, can we turn around?’
‘Excuse me, what’s in the ham and
cheese sandwich?’
‘The pilot said we’re landing ahead
of schedule, is that Spanish or UK
time?’
‘How do you wind the window
down?’ – www.independent.co.uk,
22nd September 2015.
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This device, pictured in 1939, may
not have caught on; however noone can doubt its ingenuity. It is a
bicycle that can fit four passengers
as well as serve as a sewing
machine – www.checkthisyo.com
Conker tips
And for those who enjoy autumn
because it is time to play conkers –
here are a couple of tips to help
make your conker survive the
match. First, dip it in vinegar;
second, put it in the oven on a low
heat for about ten minutes and
finally, when you put the string
through it make sure the hole is not
too big – www.metro.co.uk, 11th
October 2015.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout to the email address below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
email address below.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3. Send any material for
Roundabout via email at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or via a
member of the editorial and production team.
Codeword Solution
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What’s on in November
nd

Mon

2

7.00

Thu

5th

From
6.00

Fri

6th

6.15

Sat - 7th –
Sun 8th

10.00 –
4.00

Sun

8th

11.00

Mon

9th

7.30

Wed 11th

Sat

14th

Wed 18th

7.30

10.30 –
4.00
7.30

Thu- 19th– 7.30
Sat
21st
Wed 25th

7.30

Thu

26th

7.30

Sat

28th

1.30 –
3.30

November
Woodhouse Parish Council. All
welcome.
Bonfire night at Great Central Railway,
with fireworks at 8.15pm. For more
see www.gcrailway.co.uk
Fireworks and bonfire night with
bonfire lit at 6.15pm and fireworks at
7pm. To book call (01509) 890 237.
ArtSpace Loughborough, Autumn Art
Fair, chance to buy original pieces of
art and refreshments.
Remembrance Sunday services,
wreath-laying and parade from Main
Street to Church Hill (see p.5).
History group, ‘These are a few of my
favourite things, Nichols’ History and
Antiquities of Leics.’, Caroline Wessel.
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Ponds
of Charnwood’, Matt Hill, University of
Loughborough.
Stores Knitwear sample sale. See
advert on p.6.
WI, Annual general meeting and social
evening, cheese and wine supper.
Beacon Players, ‘See how they run’,
farce playing on mistaken identity,
doors and vicars. See advert on p.4.
Film show, ‘Paddington’, about a
marmalade-loving Peruvian bear’s
search for a new home.
Woodhouses Garden Club, ‘Willowweaving demonstration’, Maggie
Cooper. See advert on p.35.
Christmas bazaar in aid of St Paul’s
Church. See advert on p.32.

Village Hall
Quorn&
Woodhouse
station
Maplewell Hall
School, £4 ad.,
£2.50 child
New Building at
Village Hall,
free
St Paul’s and
St Mary’s
churches
Methodist
Church, £3
visitors
Village Hall, £2
members,
£2.50 visitors
Village Hall
Village Hall,
members only
Village Hall

Village Hall, £4
on door or from
newsagent
Village Hall, £3
non-member
Village Hall,
50p entry

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html
www.leicestershirevillages.com/woodhouseeaves/local-events.html

