Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.
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Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
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Editor’s note
As we move deeper into autumn, this month’s issue looks back to those
early days of autumn with a review of the Apple Day Festival (p.7) and the
last meeting of the Junior Garden Club (p.9). There was much anticipation
in Woodhouse Eaves about the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group’s
Scarecrow Festival in early October. This was a lot of fun and very popular
with a lot of people in the village that day. Keep an eye out for a write up
that will be included in the December 2018 / January 2019 issue of
Roundabout.
In this issue there is a charming tale from Roger Kirby about pre-war life in
the parish (p.18). Roger now lives with his family in Canada, but distance is
no object and he has become a regular contributor to Roundabout.
The Beauty Rooms on Main Street, Woodhouse Eaves has been
established for a number of years, but not everyone will have heard about
business owner Vicki Tooley and her recent success that led to being
presented an award by Lord Sugar (p.13).
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
Premises booking change
Evidenced by the volume of on-street parking, Woodhouse Eaves is a
popular destination and the parish’s halls are in regular use by a wide range
of groups. At the October meeting, the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves
Parish Council discussed ways in which some of its administrative load
could be reduced. The council decided to set a minimum period for all new
bookings of two hours on Saturdays and four hours on Sundays. The only
exception is the required two hour clear up time on Sunday after a late night
Saturday event that means clearing up cannot be finished by midnight.
Many other village halls have similar arrangements, some of them far more
stringent. This change took effect immediately.
Premises management progress
New premises manager Gordon Watson has now met many of the regular
groups and contractors. He is developing a specification to improve the
playing field and pavilion – a long overdue project. This will include
improving the drainage, but also enhancing the area and discussing with
interested parties how to expand the activities for which it can be used.
Please get in touch with any ideas (as mobile telephone signals are weak in
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places email is best, using premises@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk).
Gordon can then arrange to meet and discuss ideas further. He is keen to
expand and improve the parish’s sports facilities.
The caretaker’s house
The parish council has been asked what will happen to the caretaker’s
house now that there is no resident caretaker. The council has begun to
consider what might be done with it, and will publish information as and
when plans for the building are developed.
Helping community events
Council premises were well used for the annual Woodhouse Eaves
Horticultural and Craft Show, which raised £2521.05 for local good causes.
The council was grateful to receive a cheque towards the cost of a
replacement seat by the bus shelter on Main Street.
Parish council Chair Janie Martin attended the evening produce auction to
present the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Parish Council’s Annual
Award for ‘a significant contribution to parish life’ only to find the recipient
absent! She presented it to newsagent Martin Clark the next day, and hopes
to arrange a photo soon.
Martin, his wife and staff have given long service to both villages. They not
only deliver newspapers and magazines, but also keep an eye on
vulnerable residents, often going the extra mile for them, and they act as a
human news exchange in the shop. In addition to what you expect to find
there, he takes shoes to be repaired and keys to be cut, and is a depot for
dry cleaning, laundry and parcel deliveries. Local shops and services
deserve all the support they can get – the parish is very fortunate to have
their services.
Scarecrows were very visible all around the village in October, and Chair
Janie and Vice Chair Les Pole were again happy to be judges on the day.
The council also helped officers from the Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves
Good Neighbour Scheme to attend the Rural Community Council’s awards
event on 11th October, as a finalist in the Rural Service category.
A memorial for Jean Mawby
Many residents have asked about John, now settling into the home in Spain
that he and Jean had hoped to share. He recently hosted visits from Jean’s
daughter Samantha, grandson Joe and his girlfriend Chelsea. Jean’s wish
for donations in her memory to the Peter le Marchant Trust raised £1,721.58
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including £500 from the horticultural show. The Trust’s CEO, Tim Marren,
wrote to send thanks for the donations, which he said, ‘will play a really
important role in continuing to provide trips and holidays on our local
canal/waterway system for people living with disabilities and long-term
illness; and help the trust to improve facilities and services.’ Find out more
at www.peterlemarchanttrust.co.uk
Neighbourhood Plan progress
After the public consultation in September, a further consultation with key
stakeholders was arranged for 23rd October. Stakeholders include statutory
bodies, local landowners, businesses and community groups. Together, the
events will help to shape this phase of the plan and identify the most
important topic areas that should be reflected in local planning policies.
Details of the work are available at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/woodhouse-parish-neighbourhoodp1.html and the next phase will involve gathering more evidence to support
those topics.
Next meetings: Monday, 5th November at 6.45pm and finance committee
on Monday, 26th November at 6.30pm. Both meetings will be held in
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.
Ann Irving, clerk to the parish council

News in brief
Apple Day at Broombriggs Farm
The organisers of Apple Day would like
to thank the Woodhouse Eaves May Day
Challenge for their support, also
Transition Loughborough, the rangers
from Beacon Hill Country Park and all
the fantastic volunteers who make this
community event such a great success.
Thank you, Cathy Schou.

Those who turned out on the last
rather chilly day of September to
the orchard on Broombriggs were
Welcome to Apple Day 2018.
treated to a gentle celebration of
the apple season. There was apple-themed fun for all. A quieter day this
year, there was nonetheless a welcoming and enjoyable atmosphere. It felt
a bit like going back to earlier and simpler times, in part created by the
evocative folk music.
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The apple press and associated
production line was in operation
providing a delicious sweet juice from
fruit that people had brought along.
Kids had plenty to do, creating and
crafting apple monsters and apple
print decorations for their bags. The
apple skittles was an entertaining
addition this year and the hulahooping helped to keep us warm
and attracted adults and kids alike.

The apple press was kept busy making freshly
pressed juice to drink.

Plenty of folk had a go at the longest apple peel
competition; not all of us had the knack however,
blaming our tools or the size of the apples, but
others did a very impressive job indeed.
It was interesting to hear about the art of ‘grafting’,
which, from my limited understanding, involves
taking buds or twigs from an existing tree and
fusing them on to the branch or stem of another
tree. The reason being that if you plant a pip of
one variety, it will not produce that same fruit
again, it has to be cross-pollinated with a different
apple type. Of course the seed may produce
something worth eating, but this is less likely.
Hence there are boundless varieties of apple.
There is a lot to learn on this subject, there was
much
interest
and a
The longest apple peel
sign-up
competition. Peels were
sheet was
hung side by side for
available
comparison.
for those
who wish to do a course on it.
The apple-tasting was great, and
during this I learned (and I may be
the last person not to know this)
that ‘pippin’ as in cox and other
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Tasting the different varieties of apples.
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varieties, just means ‘apple’. You can see from the tally board of favourite
apples that Ribston Pippin, Lord Lambourne and West Virginia Sweet were
all doing well when I passed by.
At 2.00pm, the bake-off judge
began her job of selecting a
winner from cakes made with
apple and combinations of
chocolate or cinnamon, among
others. The children gathered
round at this point needless to
say, and a budding Paul
Hollywood appointed himself
assistant judge, and held forth
on the delights of the cakes.

Down to business taste-testing the apple cakes.

This relatively new festival
continues to attract with its peaceful and joyful atmosphere in lovely
surroundings. I shall look forward to more apple magic in 2019.

Fun and games.
Music and apples.

Karen Jacobs
The season comes to an end
The final children’s session of the Junior Garden Club in 2018 was a ‘muck
in and do’ event. Everyone took away their final harvest with a few bonus
potatoes from the communal crop. Our snacks were provided by the small,
but utterly delicious apples from the trees on our plot. You really cannot do
better in terms of carbon footprint than eating the fruit while standing only a
foot away from the tree from which it was picked.
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We also had great fun building a scarecrow
for the festival. None of us were experts, but a
very respectable ‘junior gardener’ was
produced thanks to kind donations of straw
and clothes. We stood him in the shed for safe
keeping and he must have been pretty
realistic because every time I went in there
afterwards he made me jump – I kept thinking
someone was playing hide and seek before
realising what it was.
Having cleared the plots we made sure that
we took heed of Neil Roberts’ advice earlier in
the year and deposited plenty of manure on
the site. This was only possible with the very
Junior gardeners making a straw
kind donations from our neighbour, Tony, of
junior gardener.
his time, the use of his trailer and the horse
manure. Having had our plans for doing this earlier in the year twice
scuppered by snow we were blessed with a gorgeous sunny day. It was so
warm that we were very glad of being able to wheel the heavier
wheelbarrow loads down the hill and the lighter empty ones back up the hill.
Hopefully this will mean that we will have invested in a good start for next
year. Work continues with the installation of the greenhouse and we look
forward to a fruitful season in 2019. Look out for dates in due course.
Amanda Garland
Four runs up Beacon hill
Runners were treated to a beautiful autumnal day with perfect cool, dry and
sunny conditions for running the Beacon Trail 10K and Half Marathon,
which took place on Sunday, 7th October. The event, organised by Jack
Rabbit Events, this year included a new ten kilometre option. A second
change saw the event start and finish near the upper car park, as opposed
to the lower car park as in previous years.
Now in its fifth year, the event seems to be drawing a larger crowd of
runners and some impressive times were clocked. The winner of the half
marathon, Daniel Connelly, finished in one hour, seventeen minutes and
twenty six seconds – based on the provisional results this could be a new
course record – not bad for nearly 1800ft of ascent and four times
ascending the park on the two-lap, double looped course. Second place
went to Kevin Powell who finished just a second behind the winner.
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The new 10K event was won by David Frankland in 40 minutes and 13
seconds, closely followed by a very impressive performance by Amber
Lester who was the first lady to finish and second overall, finishing in 41
minutes and 22 seconds.
Hopefully the running conditions will be just as good next year in what is a
friendly and enjoyable event with a great finishers’ goody bag and medal!
Janine Ainscow
Charnwood Challenge
Hartley Interiors is a regular advertiser in
Roundabout and the business owner, Tim, is
something of a local running legend. He
recently won the first Charnwood Challenge,
hosted by the 1st Nanpantan Scout Group on
Sunday, 16th September 2018. This was a
tough ten-mile run, mainly on trails. The
organisers had selected the steepest
approaches to Windmill Hill, Broombriggs and
Beacon Hill to keep runners engaged.
Tim Hartley won the event less than a week
after his success on 12th September 2018 in
the World Masters Athletics Championships,
held in Malaga, Spain. Tim won silver in the
5000 metre race, crossing the finish line in a
mere 15 minutes and 50.64 seconds.

Tim Hartley running for Great
Britain in the World Masters
Athletics.

The 1st Nanpantan Scout Group hope to hold the Charnwood Challenge
again next year. With any luck this will become a well-attended fixture on
the local running calendar.
Janine Ainscow
Page layout
The Roundabout team needs a computer-literate volunteer to help with
assembling the magazine. This involves putting together the formatted text,
photos and adverts to give the final appearance. This would be a shared
role to make a team of three to assemble the ten issues over the year.
Support from the existing team will be available to help while settling into
the role. If you can help please get in touch at roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk we’d love to hear from you.
Editor
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We really do want your artwork
Let’s print your artwork on the cover of Roundabout. Drawings, pictures or
photographs can be sent as electronic images (photographs) to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk. We look forward to including as
many as possible from budding artists in the parish.
Editor
Roundabout via your inbox
Anyone interested in accessing an electronic, colour copy of Roundabout
can find back-issues online, or sign up for regular alerts for the latest issue
at: www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Editor
New editor
The Roundabout team are delighted to announce that Jill Poole of
Woodhouse Eaves will be joining the team of editors. She’ll be editing her
first issue in early 2019.
Editor

Vicki and Lord Sugar
Vicki Tooley is a remarkable young businesswoman who has made a huge
success out of the Beauty Rooms on Main Street in Woodhouse Eaves.
She recently met Lord Alan Sugar and was
presented with a prestigious award for her
success with the Tropic line of beauty and
skincare products.
Since 2011, Vicki has owned the Beauty Rooms.
After taking the business on, she continued
working with the skincare line that was already
well established in the beautician’s salon.
However, by Christmas 2017, realising the
products were not aligned with her personal or
professional values, she took the bold decision
to discontinue the line. This left her with just one
skincare product line until she heard about a
new and exciting range of skincare called
Vicki Tooley, owner of the
Beauty Rooms in Main Street,
Tropic. As soon as Vicki heard about Tropic,
Woodhouse Eaves.
she knew it was perfect for the Beauty Rooms.
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Clean skincare
The reason for Vicki’s instant excitement about the Tropic products was due
to all the products being vegan, cruelty-free, chemical-free and some of the
cleanest available with certifications from The Vegan Society, Cruelty Free
International and PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals).
These attributes perfectly matched Vicki’s beliefs about being as natural as
possible with skincare – as Vicki points out, anything we apply to our skin
can enter our bloodstream.
Being so natural, Vicki enthuses that the products are suitable for anyone
who likes to avoid excessive amounts of chemicals or harsh skincare
products. The Tropic company has also been certified as CarbonNeutral®,
with only four per cent of its total waste going to landfill. Not happy to stop
there the company is working to reduce this to no landfill waste. All the
packaging is minimal and fully recyclable. There are also customer
incentives to go package-free. These green credentials were an important
factor in choosing a new skincare product range for the Beauty Rooms.
Instant success
The Topic brand is a spin-off from the BBC’s Apprentice. In 2011, Lord
Sugar saw potential in one of the candidates, Susie Ma. Despite not being
the overall winner that year he still invested in her business, which has
since grown to become a national success.
Having instantly fallen in love with the products Vicki immediately started
using Tropic in the Beauty Rooms. Customers who tried the products were
as taken with them as she was. Within 17 days she had already reached
the business’s sales target for a three month period, and just four short
months later Vicki found herself in the role of manager to a team of six
product ambassadors.
This meteoric success with Tropic is driven by Vicki’s passionate belief in
the products, how clean they are and how environmentally sustainable they
are. Together with her warm and bubbly personality her success has
continued to grow. She was named Top of the Company for her success as
an ambassador and was later selected to represent one of Tropic’s four UK
regions. Her picture and words are featured in the back of the company’s
current product brochure.
A night to remember
The most recent recognition for her success came on 22nd September
when Vicki was invited to attend the Glambassadors event at the NEC in
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Birmingham. During the awards
party Vicki was on stage with
Tropic founder Susie Ma and
Lord Sugar, and she was
presented with a bouquet of
flowers to recognise her
achievements.

Vicki (top right) at the Tropic Glambassadors
awards party with Lord Alan Sugar and Susie Ma.

For Apprentice fans, Lord Sugar’s
lips remained sealed and there
were no spoilers for the current
season.

Think Dirty is a free and unbiased
app that shows if a product is clean or chemical-laden. Anyone wanting to
make a switch to a more natural alternative should chat to Vicki at the
Beauty Rooms.
Vicki continues to expand the ranges of vegan and cruelty-free products
available at the Beauty Rooms and is always happy to show potential new
customers the products free of charge at the Beauty Rooms.
Janine Ainscow

Clocking off and on
We said goodbye to British Summer Time on 28th October when the clocks
reverted to Greenwich Mean Time. It’s just over 100 years since this system
of clock change began, known more widely as daylight saving time (DST).
First proposed in the UK by the enthusiastic William Willett, a wealthy
builder who, in 1907, and at his own expense, produced the pamphlet
Waste of Daylight, noting that for nearly half the year the sun shines for
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several hours each day while we are asleep. He sent it to Members of
Parliament, town councils, businesses and other organisations. In it he
wrote:
That so many as 210 hours of daylight are to all intents and purposes
wasted every year, is a defect in our civilisation. Let England recognise and
remedy it. Let us not be so faint-hearted as to hesitate to make the effort
when the cost is too trifling and the reward so great.

Inspiring stuff, and this is just a sample.
This, he proposed would improve health and happiness. Ever mindful of
sudden changes, he suggested adding 20 minutes to clocks each Sunday
night for four consecutive weeks in the spring, accumulating to 80 minutes
of daylight saving per day, and then to reverse this in the autumn. He even
provided a detailed cost-benefit analysis, calculating that DST would save
precisely £2,546,834 annually, for the whole nation.
Spring forward
Initially, the scheme was ridiculed and there were many detractors ranging
from Scottish farmers, to parents of school-children. Worries that the clocks
going forward would cause sleep loss and lead to more accidents, goes
back to well over a hundred years.
The Parliamentary Bill to introduce it, in 1909, was met with considerable
opposition from MPs, despite the support of the young MP Winston
Churchill, as well as from several other luminaries, especially the influential
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It did eventually become law, but sadly, Willett
never lived to see it introduced, as he died of influenza in 1915.
Ironically, the next year it was introduced as an emergency wartime
measure of economy, not only in Britain but, within a week or so, throughout
Europe, including Germany on the orders of Kaiser Wilhelm. However, like
most other countries, we then dropped it after the war, only for it to be
gradually reintroduced. Regrettably, Willett’s efforts are mostly forgotten
today, except in his home town of Pitts Wood, Kent, where there is a
memorial sundial set permanently to DST, and a pub, The Daylight Inn.
Fall back
From 1968 to 1971 we adopted BST throughout the whole year, and
renamed it British Standard Time, largely for commercial reasons because
Britain would then conform to the time kept by other European countries
(who would otherwise be an hour ahead of us). However, it had its problems
including for those children in the north who would always have to go to
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school in the dark. This experiment was abandoned in 1972, and we have
kept to GMT for the winter and British Summer Time for the summer ever
since.
On the other hand, the EU Commission has just proposed that summer time
should be all-year-round, and that Europe end the practice of adjusting
clocks by an hour in spring and autumn, as a survey has found that most of
the countries seem to oppose it.
Jim Horne

Beaumanor Estate pheasant shoot
These recollections are from when I, Roger Kirby, was a six or seven-year-old boy. I am
the son of Mr John Kirby, farmer and publican of the Bull’s Head, Woodhouse Eaves.

If you are going to have a pheasant shoot you have to have pheasants.
These were of the ring-necked variety, and the male has very colourful
plumage. The Beaumanor Estate hatched several hundred of them in the
wild and also in incubators that were kept in the Head Game Keeper’s
cottage. The head keeper’s name was Mr Ted Feltham, and he dressed in a
rough tweed jacket and plus fours with a matching peaked cap. He walked
the estate with a 12-bore shot gun under his arm, and a large game bag
slung over his shoulder. Every bit the Head Game Keeper.
Raising hounds for hunting
The head keeper’s cottage was in the centre of the wooded area of the
estate. The cart roads leading to it were heavily stoned to stop them from
getting muddy and saving the carts from becoming bogged down in the
mud. Part of the cottage’s ground area had several adjoining red bricked
kennels with wrought iron tops. Quorn foxhunt hound puppies were kept in
these kennels. During their puppyhood they were walked on leashes to
teach them proper manners around people when they were at various
meets in the Quorn hunt country.
Woodhouse Eaves and surrounding countryside was known as ‘Tuesday
Country’, as the hunt met on Tuesdays in different venues. The Bull’s Head
in Woodhouse Eaves was one of these venues. The landlord of the Bull’s
Head would offer the hunt riders a ‘stirrup cup’, which was a measure of
sherry. I suppose this was to ward off the early morning chills.
Raising pheasants
Prior to the breeding season and the shoot, the pheasants were fed boiled
maize cooked in large pots at the side of the kennels. The head keeper, Ted
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Feltham, had a small tin wheel from a toy train, which when put in the
mouth and blown through the hole in it, emitted a very high whistling sound,
barely audible to the human ear. The pheasants learned as chicks that they
would be fed when they heard this sound. I can remember being knee deep
in feeding pheasants. They had no fear of humans.
A large net suspended above the feeding pheasants was dropped to enable
their capture. The captured hen (female) pheasants had one of their wings
clipped to prevent them from flying. They were then placed in a special
enclosure about 100 yards square. It was made of small-square wire-netting
about 12 feet high, open at the top so the cock (male) pheasants could fly in
and out to visit the hens and breed with them.
The shrubbery inside the enclosure was very low-growing and dense to give
perfect cover to the nesting hens. This kept the nesting hens and their
chicks safe from hovering hawks and crows looking for a tasty meal. When
the chicks were old enough to look after themselves, the netting was
removed and they were free to escape to the surrounding woods, but never
far from the feeding area by the kennels. The whistle had them flying back,
in flocks, prior to going to roost for the night.
Guns, handlers and beaters
Twenty or so guests, called ‘guns’, were invited to the shoot. Each ‘gun’ had
a gun-handler who kept their guns. They mostly used 12-gauge doublebarrelled shot guns, loaded and ready to shoot the pheasants as they
broke cover.
The guns and handlers usually had retriever dogs who ran and retrieved the
pheasants as they fell and then brought them back to the shooting post.
These posts were positioned about 20 yards apart and 30 yards or so from
the edge of the woods. Twenty or so ‘beaters’ advanced through the woods
beating the brush with sticks, driving the pheasants towards the wood’s
edge. The pheasants didn’t fly until they reached the edge of the wood
cover. Pheasants initially flew almost vertically out over the guns making
them easy targets for the shooters.
Making a meal
On the day of the shoot life started early (4.30am) for my mother, Mrs
Kathleen Kirby. She would place a hip of beef in the large oven in the Bull’s
Head kitchen to cook, with roast potatoes, Brussels sprouts, and Yorkshire
pudding to be served as lunch to the gun guests. Condiments included
horseradish sauce and prepared mustard.
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The Brussels sprouts, potatoes and horseradish came from the Bull’s Head
gardens. There was a large area of horseradish about five yards square in
the fruit tree garden at the Main Street side of the Bull’s Head. My job was
to dig up the roots of horseradish and help grate it to make the sauce.
Cream was added to the grated horseradish. The cream came from
Stockwell’s Farm across the road from the Bull’s Head. When cooked it was
placed in large containers and covered with big cotton sheets.
Hospitality for the hunt
The food was then loaded into an old baker’s delivery cart that used to
belong to Squire’s Bakery, to which our pony Dandy, a sturdy cob, was
harnessed. We then set off down Brook Lane past the keeper’s lodge
house, on the right off Brook Lane.
The gate to the cart roads was a large wooden structure with big steel
hinges, all of which was made in the work-yard behind Home Farm at
Woodhouse. My job was to open the gates across the fields leading to the
gate keeper’s cottage.
The cottage had a large, long room with a big stove and ovens, to which the
food was transferred. Trestle tables covered with white tablecloths ran the
length of the room. My father, Mr John Kirby, landlord of the Bull’s Head,
carved the hip of beef and servers placed it before the seated guests. The
beaters were fed a large beef sandwich and a pint of Offilers beer. They
were paid half a crown for the morning’s work of beating.
At the end of the shoot, the dead pheasants were counted and placed in a
brace (two birds: a hen and a cock). As many as 80 to 90 brace were shot.
These shoots ended at the outbreak of World War Two and have not been
held since.
Roger Kirby

One hundred years of campaigning
The Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute is 100 years old this year, the
first meeting being held on 29th May 1918. The year 2018 also marks 100
years of WI campaigning, and the October issue of the WI magazine WI Life
includes an article featuring some of the most ground-breaking and
successful campaigns.
Jury service
A fundamental principle of English law is that of trial by jury, which means
that if you are accused of a crime you are entitled to be judged by your
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peers. However, until 1919 all juries were composed entirely of men. The
WI first campaigned on this issue in 1921 and then again in 1964, when the
AGM resolution called upon the government to implement the Morris
Report, which said that jury service should be open to all. Eventually, in
1974, the law was changed, placing women on a fully equal footing with
men in respect of jury service. If you have ever served upon a jury, you will
know how important a duty it is and how vital that women are able to
perform this duty as well as men.
AIDS
In 1986, the WI passed a resolution to ‘inform the general public of the true
facts concerning the disease’. This was at a time when AIDS was a taboo
subject. The WI believed that AIDS was something everyone should talk
about and worked with the Terrence Higgins Trust, then in its infancy, to
dispel the myths about HIV (the virus that led to AIDS). In the UK HIV is
now a chronic, but treatable, condition. Testing is easy and people who
have HIV and are on treatment cannot pass it on. The Terrence Higgins
Trust still relies on organisations with a wide social reach such as the WI to
spread the message and get people tested, treated and safe.
Equal pay
The first equal pay campaign began in the 1920s, when WI members
demanded better pay for female agricultural workers. In 1943 a resolution
was passed calling for ‘equal pay for equal work’, and for decades the
campaigning continued. In 1970 the Equal Pay Bill became law, and it is
now illegal for men to be paid more than women for work of equal value.
However, recent revelations over the disparities in pay at the BBC, for
example, show that the issue is still not resolved.
Breast cancer screening
The national screening programme for breast cancer was introduced in
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1988 – 13 years after the WI began lobbying the government about the
importance of breast examination and the need for screening clinics. As
with many cancers, early diagnosis can be lifesaving and today breast
cancer screening saves around 1,300 lives every year. At present screening
is available for women between the ages of 50 and 70 and is carried out
every three years. It is important for women of all ages to be breast aware
and to see their GP if there seem to be changes. In her speech at the
recent Tory conference Theresa May announced additional funding to
improve the UK’s rate of early detection of cancers – I am sure that most of
you, like me, will have lost close family members to cancer and welcome
any measures to detect and treat cancers earlier.
Keep Britain Tidy
A WI resolution in 1954 to ‘inaugurate a campaign to preserve the
countryside against desecration by litter’ led to the formation of the Keep
Britain Tidy group, which is still going strong today. One of the reasons why
the WI passed the original resolution was the packaging and rubbish left
behind by picnickers. In 1954 the litter was seen as spoiling the beauty of
the countryside – these days, we now see plastics destroying ecosystems
and microplastics finding their way into the food chain. It is sad indeed that
there is still a need for the Keep Britain Tidy group, and that our local team
of volunteer litter pickers who do such sterling work in keeping the verges
and footpaths around Woodhouse Eaves free of litter find many tonnes of
rubbish to collect each year.
How WI resolutions are chosen
All WI resolutions start life as an issue close to the heart of an individual WI
member. A resolution is submitted to a selection meeting, where they are all
discussed by representatives from all federations (Woodhouse Eaves is in
the Leicestershire and Rutland Federation). A shortlist is drawn up and then
all WI members vote on which resolution is most suitable for debate by all
WIs. It is a truly democratic and member-led process.
Judith Harrison

A school comes to Woodhouse Eaves
This article is based on research carried out as part of the St Paul’s Church Heritage
Project and a talk given to the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group
in September.

In the early 19th century educational opportunities for children living in poor
rural areas were limited, and Woodhouse Eaves was no exception. The
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predominant occupation was home-based framework-knitting, which usually
involved the whole family, including children as young as six, pitching in to
help make ends meet. In the absence of formal education most children
were able to gain basic literacy at the Sabbath schools run by the Baptist
and Methodist Churches – sufficient for them to be able to read their Bibles.
In 1836, this parlous state of affairs was about to change.
An act of philanthropy
In the August of 1836 Charles Allsop died. Charles was a highly respected
agriculturalist who leased and cultivated land at Broombriggs owned by
George Watkinson of Woodhouse. In 1812 Charles had married George’s
elder daughter, Mary, but it was to be a tragic marriage because his wife
and all six of his children were dead by 1829.
Charles was also a philanthropist, concerned for the improvement of the
social, moral and religious welfare of the people of Woodhouse Eaves.
When he was dying he confided in his sister-in-law, Mary’s younger sister
Ann Christiana Watkinson, who was also his friend and a beneficiary in his
will, his desire to found and endow a school, a wish that she was able to
fulfil on his behalf.

24

Roundabout November 2018

A National School is conceived
By 1836 the time was ripe for this venture for several reasons. In 1811 the
Church of England (C of E) had set up the National Society for Promoting
the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church (a
mouthful abbreviated to ‘the National Society’), and in 1833 the government
made a financial grant to help them set up day schools. During 1836 the
building of St Paul’s C of E Church,
to which a National School could be
linked, was under way. Finally, Ann
Watkinson had become a very
wealthy woman when her father
died in 1834. With her elder sister
dying in 1826, and having no
brothers, she inherited George’s
estate, including land and Long
Close House in Woodhouse Eaves,
and the family home at Garat’s Hay Garat’s Hay in 2018, much changed from the
early 1800s.
in Woodhouse.
Ann gained the backing for a school from the Reverends Robert Stammers
and Samuel Piggott, the vicar and curate of St Mary-in-the-Elms Church in
Woodhouse, and William Herrick of Beaumanor. In June 1837 the four
worthies applied to Reverend Joseph Wigram, secretary to the National
Society, for a grant to help set up a National School in Woodhouse Eaves
for approximately 140 children.
Ann agreed to provide the land, the teachers’ accommodation (£200) and
£300 of the estimated £400 needed for the school building, provided a grant
of £100 was received to cover the remaining cost. The annual running costs
of £50 per year were met in part by a posthumous endowment of £1,000 in
Charles Allsop’s name, the rest through parental contribution – education
was not free at the point of delivery.
Plans fall into place
The grant was contingent on the proposed school being in union with (i.e.
affiliated to) the National Society, with the applicants pledging that the
children would be instructed in the ‘Liturgical Catechism’ of the C of E and
would attend ‘Divine Service’ regularly. An application for union was
submitted to the National Society on 1st July 1837 and approved at a
committee meeting on 5th July, chaired by Edward Grey, the Bishop of
Hereford. It may have been the last meeting he chaired because he died
three weeks later.
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On 13th July Joseph Wigram confirmed that the National Society would
grant £34 with the government Treasury giving the remaining £66 ‘at the
usual rate of granting £1 for every two scholars at six square feet to each.’
Ann Watkinson’s generosity was also acknowledged: ‘the Committee
entertain a lively sense of the liberality of the lady…and beg you will
express their sentiments to her.’
The school materialises
Once permission had been granted
by the diocesan Bishop of
Peterborough, building would have
begun on land on Church Hill, above
the cave and below the church,
squeezed close to a rock face. (The
building is now a terrace of four
private houses.) We do not know who
the architect was, but the school was
The front elevation of the new school.
designed to be in architectural
harmony with the church (architect
William Railton). It comprised a
central portion, which was twostorey living accommodation for
the teachers, flanked by two
classrooms with a small bell tower
at the north-west end, facing
down-hill. The total teaching space
The layout of the ground floor.
came to 840 square feet.
The Trust Deed for the school was drawn up in September 1838, with Ann
Christiana Watkinson and William Herrick named as the Trustees. From the
1841 and 1851 censuses we know that the first schoolmaster and mistress
were probably William and Sarah Winterton, who moved from Ravenstone
where their young son, also named William, was born in late 1837 or early
1838. A second son, Joseph, was born in Woodhouse Eaves in 1840. It is
likely, therefore, that the school first opened its doors to children between
late 1838 and early 1839, with Ann Watkinson able to see the dream of
herself and Charles Allsop turn to reality.
Evelyn Brown
Further information about the early history of the school can be found by going to
www.stpaulsheritage.org and following the links to project activities, research projects,
the school.
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The role of the barber surgeon in the Wars of the
Roses
Blood and gore were at the heart of the October meeting of the Woodhouse
and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group when we were treated to a talk
by Eddie Smallwood.
Eddie is a volunteer at the Bosworth Battlefield Heritage Centre and
specialises in many aspects of this period in history. The battlefields in the
Wars of the Roses saw much loss of life and many wounded survivors. The
barber surgeon (usually a man) was key to their survival and his skills
although crude by today’s standards were crucial.
Eddie set the scene by describing the range of weapons that were in use at
the time and the types of injuries that these caused. The longbow was
formidable and in the hands of an experienced archer could launch 10 to 12
arrows a minute. So with a large number of archers as part of the attack,
casualties were high.
Tools of the trade
Eddie’s graphic descriptions of
how to remove the various
types of arrowhead were
fascinating, but not for the
squeamish. He had brought with
him examples of both weapons
and surgical tools. Various
An example of one of the barber surgeon’s tools.
devices were invented to
assist the surgeon, such as
the one shown here which was used to remove a pointed arrowhead (as
opposed to a barbed arrowhead) that had become detached from the shaft
of the arrow.
It was also the early days of cannon and other weapons that fired objects
using explosives. Small cannonballs aimed at advancing infantry caused
great damage and horrific wounds. A key skill of the surgeon was the ability
to amputate a limb in a very short space of time. Eddie’s lurid description
took far longer than the real thing, which could be done in as little as
18 seconds.
Eddie had also brought along several hand held weapons, which were
really agricultural implements that were attached to a pole, for example a
billhook and axe (poleaxe).
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Medicinal cures
It was also the early days of germ warfare. Archers would often dip their
arrows in animal dung and other sources of bacteria leading to infection of
wounds and in many cases death followed quickly. To combat this, the
surgeons had various medicinal herbs and materials for cleaning wounds.
Fibre matting from the yarrow plant could be used to staunch wounds.
Honey was in common use, being long associated with cleansing and
healing. A comfrey poultice might be used on broken bones. Maggots could
clean out wounds as they only eat dead tissue.
Bloodletting was regarded as a cure for many illnesses over the centuries
and the barber surgeon would include this as part of his list of treatments.
This association between blood and barbers was what led to the typical red
and white barber’s pole.
Eddie was an entertaining speaker and the talk was enjoyed enormously by
a full house. Many questions were asked and Eddie was able to answer
these effortlessly and with great enthusiasm.
Richard Mollart

For the Fallen
This poem was first published in The Times in September 1914.

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
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They mingle not with laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
Laurence Binyon

The war memorial on Church Hill.

November in the cottage garden
By the time we reach November the days really begin to draw in and the
garden seems to come to a standstill. There are still some good days when
the sun shines golden and low in the sky, and we can appreciate November
as the veritable month of autumn. This month the leaves reach their best
autumnal colour and on crisp frosty mornings they fall to make deep
crunchy beds on the earth. It is on these days that we should go out and
prepare the garden for its winter sleep.
I tend to leave as much plant cover in the garden as I can during winter to
help protect plant crowns from the coldest weather. This also has two other
important functions: seed heads provide food for birds and cover for insects
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during winter, and also leaves some structure to add interest in an
otherwise barren garden. However, it is better to remove any plant material
that is not standing strong and tall or otherwise staked as fallen material can
cause plant crowns underneath to rot. Do not snip at any foliage you do
decide to remove, but cut right back to the ground to encourage air and light
to get through.
November jobs
November is the optimal month to plant tulip bulbs as they only start putting
down roots at this time and it also helps to prevent any fungal diseases to
which the bulbs are susceptible. As next year’s tulips go in, it is time to lift
dahlia tubers and store them through the winter. Remove any damp soil and
cover in sand or spent compost to insulate them and help remove any
excess moisture. It is also a good time to plant any bare-root hedging or
roses before the weather turns too cold.
In the vegetable garden frost can damage late salad crops. You can
overwinter salad by placing a cloche over the plants, but leave the ends
open for ventilation. Support Brussels sprouts that are top-heavy with sturdy
canes and prune autumn fruiting raspberries to the ground. Protect
cabbages and kale from pigeons with netting.
The virtues of leaf mould
Leaf mould is the easiest thing to make and is invaluable not only for
improving soil structure, but also as a homemade compost. All you have to
do is gather up deciduous leaves and then let them get on with the job of
decomposing. It is important that the leaves are wet or damp so either leave
them in a pile or an enclosure and let the elements get to them. Or if you
have not got much space, gather them up into black bin bags, keeping the
top open to the elements and put a few holes around the bag to drain
excess water. Mowing up leaves is a good idea as the mower will chop
them up for you, or if you are lucky enough to have one, a fancy leaf
blower/gatherer will also chop them. If the winter is dry then watering your
pile of leaves will help them stay moist. By next October you should have
perfect leaf mould.
Once most of my beds are all but cleared the leaf mould I made last autumn
will make an excellent mulch to help protect remaining plants through the
winter before being taken down into the soil again by worms. I can then get
on with gathering this year’s leaves and starting the process all over again.
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
From www.smart-jokes.org

A little prayer?

Half full or half empty?

Teacher: ‘Now, Sam, tell me frankly
do you say prayers before eating?’

To the pessimist, the glass is half
empty. To the optimist, the glass is
half full. To the engineer, the glass
is twice as big as it needs to be.
Common sense?
During the heat of the space race in
the 1960s, NASA quickly discovered
that ballpoint pens would not work
in the zero gravity confines of its
space capsules.
After considerable research and
development, the Astronaut Pen
was developed at a cost of $1
million. The pen worked in zero
gravity, upside down, underwater,
on almost any surface, including
glass, and also enjoyed some
modest success as a novelty item
back here on earth.
The Soviet Union, when faced with
the same problem, used a pencil.
The difference between dogs and
cats
A dog thinks: ‘Hey, these people I
live with feed me, love me, provide
me with a nice warm, dry house, pet
me and take good care of me... they
must be gods.’
A cat thinks: ‘Hey, these people I
live with feed me, love me, provide
me with a nice warm, dry house, pet
me and take good care of me... I
must be a god.’
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Sam: ‘No sir, I don't have to, my
mum is a good cook.’
Who wants change?
Once there were four people named
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody
and Nobody who wanted change.
So, Everybody said: ‘I want
change’. Somebody said: ‘If only
Anybody would start to change, I
will join.’ But Nobody said: ‘I will
change.’
Finally, Everybody stayed the same,
blaming Somebody for waiting for
Anybody to start changing. So,
Nobody changed.
Whose job is it?
There was an important job to be
done and Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it.
Anybody could have done it, but
Nobody did it. Somebody got angry
about that because it was
Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought that Anybody
could do it, but Nobody realised that
Everybody wouldn’t do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what
Anybody could have done.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Codeword Solution
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What’s on in November
Sun

11th

TBC

Mon

12th

7.30

Wed 14th

7.30

Wed 21st
Thu 22nd
Wed 21st

All day

Thu
Fri
Sat
Wed

22nd
23rd
24th
28th

7.30
7.30

7.30

Remembrance Sunday services and
parade
Local History Group, ‘Made in
Leicester’. Talk by Brian Johnson

Both villages
Methodist
Church, visitors
£3.00
Village Hall,
£2.50, visitors
£3.00
Woodhouse

Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Foray
into the Fabulous World of Insects’.
Talk by Kate Nightingale
Road closed. Forest Road closed for
two days
WI AGM (members only), cheese and Village Hall
wine
Beacon Players present Ladies Day, a Village Hall, £8
comedy about four fish-filleting women
from Hull who have a day at the races
Film Show, The Bookshop. Drama set
in 1950s England. Tickets including
light refreshments, on the door or
newsagent

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Village Hall, £4

