Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or leave out any items
submitted. The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept adverts for local
businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fundraising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda Garland,
Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Caroline Pook
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to download from the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
The nights may be drawing in, but the parish continues to be bustling with
activity and creativity. This issue features the results of the Woodhouse
Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show (see p.19), as well as the Woodhouse
Eaves Scarecrow Festival (see p.13), with our straw-filled friends popping
up throughout the magazine – see if you can spot all of them!
We focus on community stalwart Ann Humphreys, who has received a
parish council award for her sterling work to improve bus services in the
villages (see p.17). There’s also an update on the Good Neighbour
Scheme, which is now up and running and ready to offer a helping hand to
people in the parish (see p.9).
This issue includes an urgent appeal for people who can help with editing or
distributing Roundabout (see p.7), so please do get in touch if you’d like to
get involved – the magazine is well loved within the parish, but it will
struggle to continue in its current format without your support.
Caroline Pook

Parish council news
Remembrance Sunday – 13th November
There will be delays and closures on parish roads for remembrance
ceremonies at the war memorials in both villages. The parade of young
people in Woodhouse Eaves could lead to delays for motorists driving
between the car park on Main Street and Church Hill up to Brand Hill
between 10.00am and 12.00pm. In Woodhouse, the ceremony will affect
School Lane near the church between 11.20am and 12.00pm. Please stay
back when marshals ask. For more information, contact the clerk.
Drainage
Responsibility for maintaining drains is split between the sewerage
company Severn Trent Water (which maintains public drains) and property
owners (who are responsible for maintaining private sections of drains).
If you’re unsure whether your drainage is public or private, visit
www.stwater.co.uk/my-supplies/pipes-and-drains/ or for public drainage
enquiries call Severn Trent Water Call Centre (24-hour emergencies) on
0800 783 4444.
For drainage relating to a road or path outside your home, call the County
Council (Highways and Road Gullies) on 0116 305 0001. Charnwood
Borough Council tenants should call (01509) 634 666, or email
repairs@charnwood.gov.uk
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Street names, road signs, grass verges and more
Further reductions in the highways budget mean that the county council will
do less for us from next year. Your parish council is considering which jobs it
might be able to take on, but some work will have to stop. By 2020, the
county’s highways budget will have halved since 2011.
Children’s heart surgery
Councillor David Snartt, who represents our parish at borough and county
councils, has asked people to consider signing this petition to have a public
review of the decision to close the children’s heart surgery unit in Glenfield
Hospital, Leicester. It needs 100,000 signatures to trigger a discussion in
Parliament. See https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/160455
Street lighting
The county highways department has begun to convert street lamps to
LEDs (light emitting diodes) to reduce energy use and cost. The parish
council is considering whether or not it is worth the cost of converting all of
the parish-owned lamps.
Woodhouse Eaves village hall improvements
We have obtained quotes for automatic sliding doors for the village hall
entrance and will now apply for grants to cover the cost of around £5,000.
This facility is long overdue and will make it easier for wheelchair users,
those on mobility scooters, anyone on crutches or with walking sticks, and
people carrying bulky things in and out. In October, we installed a new side
emergency exit gate and a new cooker, following damage to both items.
Sadly, stone-throwing youths broke two annexe windows this summer so
we had to replace them at a cost of over £300.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

Appeals for help so that Roundabout can continue
After almost four years in the post, it is time for me to step down as an
editor of Roundabout. I have really enjoyed my time with the magazine.
When I first joined at the beginning of 2013, my family had only just moved
to Woodhouse Eaves and so we knew no-one. Thanks to Roundabout I
have had the privilege to work alongside some wonderful people as well as
to meet and befriend a variety of fascinating people across the parish. I am
stepping down because I am pregnant and I can’t see how I can juggle
editing the magazine alongside a newborn baby and my other
commitments, which include an active two-year-old son!
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A call for editors
My last issue will be published in March 2017 and I am appealing to
anybody interested in editing the magazine to come forward now. When I
joined the magazine I was one of two editors, and we could spread the
workload satisfactorily between us. The last 15 months spent editing the
magazine have been particularly challenging for me as I have been doing
it alone. One consequence of this was that the magazine switched to a
bi-monthly format for the majority of this year.
Recently, we have been fortunate that two people have come forward to
volunteer to edit; hence this month we make a tentative return to our
original monthly format. However, after I leave it is not certain that they will
have the time to volunteer to continue editing the magazine on a monthly
basis. We really need at least three editors in post. If no-one else steps
forward to help editing, the magazine faces real problems. It may be that
Roundabout will have to return to being bi-monthly permanently or it may
fold and end completely.
Over the years many people have told me how much they value
Roundabout, how it is part of the fabric of the community and how grateful
they are that it is still going. Well, now it is time for me to be blunt: if you, the
parish, want the magazine to still be here this time next year, we need your
help now to edit. You do not need to have previous professional experience
of editing or writing, although a good grasp of spelling and grammar is
helpful. And don’t worry, you won’t be thrown in at the deep end and
expected to edit the magazine by yourself immediately: support and
guidance will be given through your first issues and you will be working
alongside the most supportive team you could ever imagine. If you are
interested and want to find out more, then please contact us, without
obligation, at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk, as soon as possible.
Help with distribution
Sadly, this is not the only appeal for help. Looking ahead, we also need a
volunteer to come forward to co-ordinate the distribution of the magazine.
Tony Lenney has performed this role admirably, without missing a month
since the magazine began in its present format in 2007. Due to personal
circumstances it will very soon no longer be viable for him to continue.
Anybody who volunteers will need to be able to receive a delivery of 1,000
copies from the printers each edition, sort them and get them out to each
individual deliverer (of which there are about ten people). Please contact us
at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk for more information.
Dawn Kirby
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News in brief
Good Neighbour Scheme
It’s all systems go for the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good
Neighbour Scheme! On Sunday, 2nd October three ‘Good Neighbour’
scarecrows helped us launch the scheme, and members of the steering
group gave out many fridge magnets, leaflets and sweets to spread the
word and encourage as
many people as possible to
get involved. We’ve had a
wonderful response to
requests for volunteers.
Now we have a bank of
people who have been DBS
checked (Disclosure and
Barring Service, formerly
CRB), have received their
identity pass and are ready
The Good Neighbour Scheme scarecrows.
to help with things such as:
•
•
•
•

giving lifts to medical appointments
small household or gardening tasks
meeting someone for a cup of tea and a chat
filling in forms.

All of us on the steering group would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has come forward to volunteer their time and who has
attended meetings so far. We are now ready to take calls from residents in
the parish who are in need of a little bit of extra support. Over the coming
month we will be delivering leaflets around every house in the parish with
information about the scheme and our contact details. As a reminder the
dedicated phone number is 07561 890 100 or have a look at our website
www.woodhousegns.org.uk for more information.
Jo Atkinson
Post box
The move of the Post Office counter service from the former Post Office in
Maplewell Road to Oakwood Pharmacy in Main Street did not include an
outside post box. After an exchange of correspondence between Royal Mail
and the parish council, Royal Mail has agreed to leave the post box (which
is still in use) where it is, at the request of the new owner of the building.
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Mr Taheri Master, who runs the pharmacy, has said that you don’t need to
queue if you want to post a letter but can hand it over the counter, and at
busy times such as Christmas he will leave a cardboard box on the counter
for you to ‘post’ your letters.
Ann Irving
The ruralweb website – an update
The ruralweb.org.uk website was set up to support – and report on – better
broadband services for the parish and for Swithland. The work to provide
‘Fibre to the Cabinet’ (FTTC) broadband was completed in May but the
website will continue to remain available for the time-being as it gives an
idea of likely speeds available in different locations. These speeds depend
on the length and quality of the cabling from a cabinet to your house or
business. We estimate that ‘superfast’ broadband (at least 24 megabytes
per second) is now available to perhaps 85 per cent of residents of
Woodhouse parish, and rather slower – but still useful – speeds to most
others. In a few cases the cable length is too great, and some users of the
exchange have resorted to fixed wireless or satellite-based broadband.
Richard Bowers
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WHNW) report
We are hoping to jog people’s memory about an unusual incident that
happened in Woodhouse Eaves recently. On the evening of Tuesday, 4th
October, garages on Charnwood Rise were entered and searched.
Fortunately, there was nothing of value for the thieves to take. At just before
9.00pm three men were seen acting suspiciously in the area and the police
were called. Unfortunately, the trio could not be traced. Did you see them
and get a good look at them? One is thought to have been wearing boxertype shorts. If you can help (as ever) call the police on 101. You may think
your information is trivial but it could be of enormous significance.
Similarly, can you help with this incident, which happened at around 7.15pm
on Tuesday, 4th October? Someone living alone on Beacon Road in
Woodhouse Eaves answered the door to a man with a strong Asian accent
who said something about her being an ‘animal lover’ and remarked that
she had the door chain on. She shut the door and he walked off. Did this
individual visit you? If so, again, call 101. In both instances, precautions had
been taken to protect homes and property. If you haven’t already done so,
please fit and use a door chain: it is valuable protection. Also, never leave
anything of value unsecured in garages or tool sheds.
Peter Crankshaw
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Calke Abbey and its gardens – a Friends of Charnwood Forest talk
There was a large audience of members of the Friends of Charnwood
Forest and guests at Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall on 19th September
to hear a copiously illustrated talk by Celia Sanger, who is a volunteer at
Calke Abbey.
Calke Abbey was the home of the Harpur-Crewe family for several hundred
years. In 1985, the burden of such a great estate became too much and the
National Trust acquired it. The repairs and maintenance of such a property
had proved too great for the owners, and the National Trust was faced with
neglect on a grand scale. Nothing had ever been thrown away, which
proved to be both a problem and an enormous resource. Celia’s illustrations
showed us the good times, the bad times and how the National Trust had
brought both house and gardens back to life.
The old formal gardens, requiring enormous maintenance and many
gardeners, are gone forever but in their place is a beautiful estate that we
can all enjoy. The deer park, with many red deer, flourishes and the lime
avenue, planted in 1846, is as fine as ever.
Peter Bertram
A sticky question
Can anyone confirm whether this little anecdote about Woodhouse is true?
A friend of mine from Loughborough told me that the narrow stretch of
School Lane leading from its junction with Woodhouse Road, downhill past
St Mary’s Church, once had the nickname ‘Treacle Hill’. The name dates
back to the time when cottages still had outside earth closets for toilets.
One cold winter’s day the night-soil collector overturned his euphemistically
named ‘honey cart’ when it skidded on ice, spilling its unsavoury load on the
roadway. I leave it to your imagination to work out why thereafter it might
have been known as ‘Treacle Hill’.
Evelyn Brown
Light up a window for Advent
Every Advent for the last few years some homes in Woodhouse Eaves have
decorated and lit up a window depicting part of the Christmas story. If you
would like to participate in this, please email me at sianmollart@gmail.com
and I will add you to the list or answer any queries you may have. If you
have participated in the past I will email you soon to check whether you
would like to do the same this year.
Siân Mollart
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Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival
After a very wet and cold Saturday, members of the Woodhouse Eaves
Scout Group were delighted to see that, yet again, when Scarecrow Sunday
dawned, the sun reappeared and made for a very happy day in the village.
After weeks of planning, designing and creating, residents were out and
about from very early in the morning, assembling their scarecrows and
putting them in place, ready for the judging panel.
Inventive creations
Creations were made using a wide range of innovative materials, including
turnip heads, tights and tinfoil. Up popped SpongeBob Squarepants, Little
Bo Peep and Paddington, not to mention the Baywatch crew (cleverly called
‘Balewatch’), The Twits, a disorientated skier and a flying witch, crashing
into the Curzon Arms pub sign. Leicester City’s premiership win was
celebrated in straw form (including straw table football!), and there were
some technical entries with a woodcutter in motion with his saw on Main
Street and a scarecrow riding a bike on Maplewell Road. There were two
weddings, an astronaut from the Woodhouse Eaves Space Agency and two
very tall BFGs (‘big friendly giants’ to the uninitiated), one complete with
amazing shoes and the other reaching right up to the first floor of the house!
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Buzzing with activity
By late morning the craft stalls were set up in the village hall, Aunt Sally’s
Tearoom was in full swing in the annexe and the BBQ was fired up in the
car park, ready for the first hungry scarecrow seekers. The whole village
was soon buzzing, with residents and visitors making their way around the
village, trail guides in hand, searching
out the scarecrows and discussing
which one should be victorious in
being awarded the coveted ‘best in
show’ trophy. Voting could be done
with good old paper and pen or online.
A gigantic victory

The gigantic BFG on Maplewell Road.

It was a hard-fought battle, but the
eventual champion was declared, with
the tallest BFG clinching both the
people’s choice and the overall winner.
Last orders was called in Worzel’s Bar,
Aunt Sally swept up the last remaining
crumbs in the tearoom, and it was time
for the sticks and straw to be packed
away after a really happy and
successful day for the villagers,
visitors, scout group and, of course,
the scarecrows!
Sarah Waterland

Thank you from the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
Thank you to everyone who supported the sixth scarecrow festival –
another amazing community day with fantastic scarecrows and sunny
weather! It was great to see the village so full of people enjoying the day.
There are so many people to thank: everyone who battled with sticks and
straw to put a scarecrow up on the day – the entries just get better and
better! People right across the village pulled together to make the day so
special by donating raffle prizes, putting up tents, taking down tents,
creating maps, driving horse boxes, engraving, providing web expertise,
making cakes, running competitions – we could go on and on. And, of
course, the beavers, cubs, scouts, explorers and their families who ran the
stalls, the barbecue, the bar, the tearoom, the tombola and sold all the
programmes and raffle tickets. Thank you to you all.
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Thanks are also due to the judges: a beaver, cub, scout and explorer team
were busy judging alongside Les Pole and Jill Taylor who were representing
the parish council. Their job gets harder every year!
As a result of everyone’s hard work and enthusiasm, we have made well
over £2,000. This will go to support all our scouting groups and other local
good causes. Suggestions are welcome.
The scouts have decided to go biannual with the festival to give everyone a
well-deserved rest from sticks and straw. But the festival should be back in
2018 so you’ve got two years to plan your next creation!
Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival 2016 prize winners
Overall champion: The Dean family – The BFG
The people’s choice: The Dean family – The BFG
Parish council award: Chloe Greenwood – The newly weds
Best use of trees: Ben, Boris, Sam and Tom – Roarins Close bears
Best characterisation: Mia and Harry – The Twits
Best use of vegetables: Wendy Young – Bill Board
Best staging: Melissa – Paddington
Best shoes: Rachel Mason – The BFG
Runners up
The Percival family – Balewatch
John Plowright – My mate Mervyn
Evan – Buzz Frightyear
Olivia & Samuel – SpongeBob Squarepants
Joel and Louis – Olympic recycle
John Bindley – John’s workshop
Louisa and James – Champions
Sally Hurn – BB8
Jacqui Tarry – SpongeBob Squarepants
The Curzon Arms – Don’t drink and fly

Just married on Main Street.
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Paddington and his helper busy making
(and trying!) marmalade.

Bill Board shows how a turnip can be
put to good use.

On lifeguard duty with the ‘Balewatch’ crew.

SpongeBob Squarepants.

Buzz Frightyear has landed!
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Another BFG – with fantastic shoes!
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Parish Council Annual Award 2016
The annual parish council award was presented to Ann Humphreys in
recognition of her significant contribution to the life of the parish. Since
2010, Ann has been the mainstay of the bus service to parish villages,
ensuring that a vital service is still available to those who need it most,
such as schoolchildren and pensioners.
Improving the service
Following the reductions in local bus services, years of patchy services,
delays, cancellations and bus company changes that were aired at a public
meeting held in the Methodist Church in Woodhouse Eaves in June 2010,
Ann Humphreys joined a small working party that tried to resolve the matter.
This failed, but she carried on trying to improve the situation for village bus
users across the parish – and for villagers from elsewhere coming to work
here or visit. The fact that there is now a bus that at least runs between
popular working hours is largely due to her efforts, and the fact that users
know when to expect a bus is entirely due to her hard work.
Ensuring information is accurate and available
These are some of the things Ann does on behalf of all of us:
• liaises on behalf of bus users and the parish council with
Leicestershire County Council and the bus companies
• produces, prints and distributes Bank Holiday timetables and changes
to bus stops at each end of the journey – Loughborough and Leicester
• pins these up at all 19 bus stops and three bus shelters in the parish,
and a few more at the edges
• alerts bus companies and county council to shortages, i.e. when the
buses are too small to take all passengers, especially schoolchildren
• prompts them to display accurate and up-to-date timetables at the bus
stops, and informs passengers of changes and developments
• has carried out surveys of bus users and fed the results back to
relevant organisations.
Focusing on safety
While doing all of this, Ann informs the parish council of pavements that
have become almost too narrow to walk along – or use with a wheelchair –
because of encroaching grass, as she travels on foot to every bus stop,
pinning up bus service changes. She knows that those pavements and
verges are where schoolchildren need to walk to school, and which local
walkers and dog owners also use.
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Working single-handedly
On behalf of the parish council, she responded to the consultation on the
pedestrianisation of Loughborough town centre, and the relocation of our
town-centre bus stops. She has also
directed passengers waiting in the wrong
place, sometimes waiting herself in the
wrong place to do so. All of this is done in
all weathers, cold and hot, and without any
payment or reimbursement of expenses.
Ann works full time, and catches a bus to
Loughborough every day, then catches
another bus to reach her work. And vice
versa. She does all of this work by herself
without a team to share the load. This
award recognises Ann’s hard work and the
impact she has had on the parish.
Ann (on the left) receiving her award
from Councillor Janie Martin.

Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show
A bountiful array of fruit, vegetables and flowers – as well as impressive
displays of crafting and baking skills – were the reward for striking out into
the rain and heading to the Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show
on 3rd September.
Despite the poor weather, the village hall and annexe were brimming with
the fruits of the labour of villagers, and a steady stream of visitors happy to
spend time marvelling at the exhibition. They also dug deep in their pockets
to buy the various exhibits donated for the evening’s auction. The event
raised around £2,800, which will be given to local good causes.
Gardening miracles
From dahlias to roses in various stages of opening, from berries to apples,
and from green beans to an enormous pumpkin, the entries were a
testament to the talented, green-fingered people who live in the parish.
Despite a challenging spring and summer for growing, with wet ground,
slugs and a lack of sunshine, it was wonderful to see that so many
gardeners had still managed to nurture their fruit, vegetables and flowers to
such an amazing degree.
Outside in the village hall car park, Bertil Schou and other volunteers were
on hand to provide tips and advice for composting, which may help those
intending to enter next year’s show.
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Crafty children and brilliant bakers
In the annexe, talents of a different kind were on display with a scrumptious
array of cakes, buns, tarts and loaves, as well as a wide-ranging selection
of crafts from cross-stitch to sewing and from knitting through to
photography. The children’s entries were also wonderful and imaginative
this year with bug hotels, gardens on a plate, seed collages and vegetable
creatures, including cauliflower sheep and even dinosaur crispy cakes.
Plans are afoot for next year
The show’s committee is already planning next year’s show so save the
date for Saturday, 2nd September 2017. It will be the event’s 29th year and
the committee has said it hopes more people will be inspired to have a go
and enter the competition. To help with this, a copy of next year’s schedule
of categories will be pinned up on the noticeboard by the play area in Main
Street in Woodhouse Eaves so people considering entering the craft section
can have all winter to be creative.
If anyone is interested in helping out on the day during next year’s show
then please get in contact with a member of the show’s committee: Linda
Bindley, Linda Winston, Wendy Young, Sue Woolhouse, Bertil Schou, Liz
Randall and Jill McLeod. Hopefully, next year’s show will be even bigger
and better than this year’s.
Dawn Kirby
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show 2016 winners
George Reeves Memorial Trophy for pot plants:
Paul Clitheroe and Geoffrey Snushall
Maplewell trophy for six roses in a container:
Maira Hall
Bill Roberts cup for my best flower: Neil Roberts
Bob Durnham cup for dahlias: Ann Roberts
Oakwood Garden Shop cup for flower section:
Richard Hopkins
Simon’s salver for fruit section: Mary and Jim
Brewin
Best root cup for roots: Chris Wood
Brewin dressed onion for three onions, 250g or
less: Neil Roberts

A bountiful display of fruit.

Fitchett Homes cup for vegetable section: Mary and Jim Brewin
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Wyllie tankard for wine classes: Andrew Garland
Ambler bowl for culinary section: Betty Newton
Lawrence Hewitt cup for flower arranging: Wendy Young & Richard Hopkins
Roberts vase for six sweet-peas:
Richard Hopkins
Evergreen dish for craft section:
Wendy Young
Stephanie cup for largest vegetable:
Neil Roberts
Derek Buxton trophy for five vegetables in
a seed tray: Mary and Jim Brewin
Shell trophy for six eggs: Jim Horne

Beautiful miniature gardens on a plate.

Sunnymede millennium vase for highest female points in show:
Wendy Young
Bill Goodman cup for best allotment: Julie Crossley
Gold medal for next-best allotment: Chris Wood
Silver medal for best allotment newcomer: Judith Harrison
Ben Downs trophy: John Plowright
Randon cup for highest points aged 10 and under: Olivia Hemmings
Valerie Fitchett cup for highest points aged 13 and under: Ruth McLeod
Wallace Squires cup: Linda Winston
Woodhouse Eaves cup for highest
points in show: Mary and Jim Brewin
Mitchell cup for runner-up:
Neil Roberts
Roberts cup for third place:
Chris Wood
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s
Institute cup: Helen Clarke
Three roses showing the three stages of bud,
starting to open and full bloom.

Sue Ayres trophy: Judith Harrison
Eric Dryden trophy for best overall
children’s entry: Caleb Hubbard

Greenhalgh trophy for best overall photography entry: Wendy Young
Dawn Kirby
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‘Leicestershire villages’ website rescued!
Well, not quite. But the www.leicestershirevillages.com website, which
Leicestershire County Council had sponsored, was closed down in early
September due to funding cuts. The parish council, among others, was
keen to see that unique material relating to our villages was not lost. That
aim has been achieved.
Of particular interest is the
historical material, much of
which was posted by Brian
Axon, a former chair of the local
history group. This includes the
Woodhouse Eaves ‘Virtual
Museum’ as well as pictures of
artefacts and old postcards
relating to the village and area. A caravan on Main Street (thought to be the 1930s).
It is interesting to see how the
village thrived in the past as a tourist attraction, as well as a place to
recuperate from tuberculosis and other afflictions, and how buildings such
as the ‘corner shop’ and the Baptist church have changed over time. The
history of Beaumanor Hall and the Perry-Herrick family is also covered, and
there are ‘galleries’ of pictures relating to both villages.
Postcards
Among photos of old postcards you will find use of shorthand, backslang
and other devices to make reading by the postman difficult! There are also
some very cryptic addresses – and certainly no postcodes! One section of
the website gives ‘then and now’ pictures, showing how things have
changed over the years. Do you recognise these locations?

Then and now – village centre of Woodhouse Eaves (date unknown) and village centre now.
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One thing to notice when
studying old postcards is
that they were often
based on black-and-white
photographs and ‘hand
coloured’ afterwards so,
in some cases, Swithland
slate roofs were assumed
to be tile and coloured
accordingly, as on the left
of this image.
Swithland slate roofs given an orange hue.

Visit www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html to see this and
other pictures in colour in the online copy of this edition of Roundabout. The
original Leicestershire Villages website included a good deal of material on
every page about local government, councillors, which is now available
elsewhere, for example, on the parish council website. Such material has
been trimmed off the rescued copy, considerably reducing the page sizes
downloaded. The resulting layout of the new website is still a work in
progress but can be viewed at www.w-we.qwkz.uk (note the hyphen).
The future of this website is open to discussion but it is likely to have
remaining ‘current’ material such as village activities stripped out and
become purely historical, hopefully with the ability for more pictures and
historical information to be added. Please get in touch at richard.bowers
@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk if you have views on this or are willing to help
maintain the site.
Richard Bowers

Scouting news
We’ve had another busy year in Scouting: you will have seen us helping out
at the May Day challenge, the fell race in July, and at the scarecrow festival
in October, and we’ll also be at the Remembrance Day Service in
November. We said goodbye to Nick, our cub leader, and we welcome two
new cub leaders: Liz and Helen, and also a new beaver leader: Dayle, while
our newest scout leader, Sharon, was invested at Charnwood camp. We
also said goodbye to our explorer leader, Mike, and thank Amanda for
stepping up to the leader role while Mike will still help with the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award activities (more below).
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As ever, we are completely oversubscribed in all sections: we have a
waiting list to go onto our waiting list, and our youngest person on the list is
three months old! We apologise to all parents and young people who are
frustrated by this – we are too. One of the things that would allow us to
accommodate more young people is having more leaders available, so if
you can help and want to get involved, please get in touch.
Our main fundraisers are the twice-yearly jumble sales, the last one of
which on 24th September raised nearly £1,100. We appreciated all the help
we received and are always looking for helpers for our next one!
International Scout Camp
Our main activity this summer has been participation in a huge international
camp, on our doorstep at Whatton Hall. You may have seen this in the local
press and beyond, but essentially 4,000 scouts and 800 volunteers came
together to provide a memorable international experience over the first
week in August. Almost 500 overseas scouts and guides travelled from as
far away as India, Norway, Australia and New Zealand to take part.
Explorers took 13 of our 14- to 18-year-olds along, and scouts took along
15 of our 11- to 14-year-olds. Cubs and beavers were too young to take
part, but beavers did attend for one day, to get a taste of what possibilities
are available to them when they get older.
The participants enjoyed a packed week where activities ranged from
traditional scouting skills (such as shooting, archery, ‘pluck and cook
pigeon’), an on-site adrenaline-filled ‘theme park’, crafts and performing
arts, including practical circus skills (with some scouts progressing to
juggling with fire at the closing ceremony). Off-site challenges ranged from
mountain biking, rock climbing, sailing, kayaking and paddle boarding to
hiking in the Peak District and much more! Those taking part learned to
cook some delicious food, made many friends from around the globe, and
overall had a fabulous week.
The mountain bike and water activities were held at Foremark reservoir and
over the week more than 500 young people went out on mountain bikes,
and broke nothing more than a few inner tubes. A very busy week for all
leaders, helpers and volunteers, but one filled with smiles and fun!
Duke of Edinburgh’s (DofE) Award
Our gold team did their assessed expedition in Derbyshire Dark Peak at the
end of September. They hiked for four days, for eight plus hours per day,
and camped for three nights, carrying everything with them (except water,
which they could replace) for the whole trip. They also undertook a project,
which is another of the DofE prerequisites. They had a fabulous but
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demanding long weekend, walking in the sunshine while it poured back at
home, and all passed with flying colours.
Our bronze team was also out the weekend before in the Hoby/Holwell
area, doing just (!) two days of six plus hours hiking and one night camping.
Again, all survived and came out the other end having learned a great deal.
Scout hut news
All scout groups continue to meet at Beaumanor Hall, but we would ideally
like to return to Woodhouse Eaves on a permanent basis. We are working
together with the parish council, and the chair, Councillor Janie Martin, has
said that the parish council would also dearly love to see this happen. Next
year, 2017, will be the 60th anniversary of Scouting in Woodhouse Eaves,
and our aspiration is to be able to establish a permanent home for the next
60 years. We are in the early stages of discussion and planning to try to
make this aspiration become a reality.
Community projects
Finally, our scout unit is looking for ideas to get involved in any community
projects for early 2017. If anyone is aware of any such local activities that
the scouts could help out with, please get in touch with our scout leader at
rachelemason@aol.co.uk
Graham Cameron, Secretary, Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group

A pub at the heart of the community
While The Wheatsheaf Inn in Woodhouse Eaves may have changed hands,
its new owners are keen to preserve the essence of its spirit and tradition.
The pub in Brand Hill supposedly dates back to the 18th century when it
was a meeting place for the local slate miners and was called the Slate
Splitters’ Arms. The building exudes a sense of history and its new owners
(including Gerry Boyce and Vicky Nixon), who took over from Richard and
Bridget Dimblebee at the end of April, aim to keep the warm, welcoming
tradition of the pub alive well into the future.
Continuity
Vicky Nixon has taken on an active role within the pub, supported by the
dedicated team of staff who help organise its day-to-day running. All of the
staff, including head chef Liz Sumpter and front-of-house managers Cherise
and Rowena Greasley, agreed to stay on and continue providing the high
level of service that has become synonymous with the Wheatsheaf. The
owners are very proud of their strong team of staff.
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Gerry Boyce, a local businessman who set up his first business in
Woodhouse Eaves 25 years ago, and who moved into the village a year
ago, described the new management team and investors as ‘people who
simply love the pub, love the location, love the clientele and the ambience
of a quintessentially English pub’.
This approach is going very well: in addition to being awarded a five-star
Hygiene Award from Charnwood Borough Council, the inn has also been
given a certificate by Guinness: their spot-check found that staff could pour
the perfect pint of Guinness. The pub was also nominated for Sunday
Lunch of the Year in the Great British Sunday Roast Awards.
Gerry added that
‘The Wheatsheaf Inn
is a traditional
English pub in the
heart of the
Woodhouse Eaves
community’ and they
want to keep it that
way, a sentiment that
is reflected in the
pub’s recent
The bar area at the pub.
refurbishment. With
a fresh coat of paint, new carpets and new benches, the inn’s interior has
been given a subtle lift, but the essential character of an old-fashioned pub
remains intact. Commenting on the first six months, Gerry added that ‘the
support from the previous owners, staff, customers and local suppliers has
been amazing in helping us through the transition and we can only thank
everyone who has helped and supported us’.
The pub’s menu has also stayed broadly the same in style with wholesome
pub food served in generous portions, ensuring people leave with a full
stomach – and fans of Woodhouse smokies (a smoked haddock dish
cooked with white wine, cream and tomatoes with a crunchy cheese topping
and a popular speciality of the inn) won’t be disappointed as they still have
pride of place on the menu.
A new winter menu, providing hearty warm meals to accompany the
season, has recently been launched, and the inn’s festive menu has also
been unveiled. The main courses range from traditional turkey and
vegetarian nut loaf to the more unusual festive choices of pancetta-wrapped
cod loin with spinach, and steak, ale and mushroom pie.
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At the heart of the community
Mrs Nixon, who also works part-time at Maplewell Hall School in
Woodhouse Eaves, said they are keen to be a ‘pub at the heart of the
community’. This is shown, quite literally, by the new photos of local
landscapes and landmarks adorning the inn’s walls, which are all the work
of Grace Richardson, a 16-year-old Maplewell Hall School student. The pub
also buys local produce and sells real ales by nearby Charnwood Brewery.
Gerry has known Richard and Bridget Dimblebee and their family for many
years, regularly frequenting The Pear Tree when they owned it as well as
The Wheatsheaf Inn. He explained that he became interested in owning the
pub after a conversation with Richard and his family.
Changes and future plans
One major change is that the
inn no longer has two rooms for
accommodation. Gerry said
they felt the space could be
better used to improve the inn
with possible plans to rearrange
and extend the kitchen or
extend the pub. In addition to
the bar area, the Wheatsheaf
has two restaurant areas that
can cater for parties of 20 and
30 people respectively: they
have been renamed The Brand
and The Bradgate and are ideal
for small parties, business
lunches and special occasions.

Definitely not the restaurant at the Wheatsheaf,
but it’s perfect for The Twits. Does anyone fancy
worms on toast?

Future plans include having their own fruit and vegetable garden to grow
items on the menu, identifying and buying more locally grown produce, and
introducing craft beers and a wider range of real ales.
Another significant change is the inn now has a much greater online
presence. Alongside its website at www.wheatsheafinn.net, the pub also
has a presence on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Trip Advisor. People
can also use more conventional means to contact the inn for information
and bookings by email at enquiries@wheatsheafinn.net or by calling
(01509) 890 320.
Dawn Kirby
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Stoneywell: recollections of childhood
The August bank holiday once again saw the
Beacon Hill Wood Fair, renamed the
Countryside Show, celebrating a wide variety
of rural crafts and pastimes. Among the
exhibitors was one-time Stoneywell resident,
and childhood friend of Donald Gimson, John
Richardson. Hailing originally from Newtown
Linford, John was demonstrating the
traditional rush-making skills he still uses
when making wooden footstools and rocking
chairs. In Stoneywell visitors can still see a
spindle-framed stool John made for Donald
and his wife, Anne, by the top of the oak
steps in the living room. While greeting
John Richardson.
visitors to his stand, John, now in his
eighties, recalled a childhood fondness for the rural stories by Denys
Watkins Pitchford, a children’s author and artist, who wrote under the
pseudonym B.B.
Books and bear traps
The Lodge family, evacuated to Stoneywell after being bombed out of their
Leicester house in 1940, brought with them a collection of these books
(including Little Grey Men and Brendon
Chase). Like the Arthur Ransome Swallows
and Amazon series, they revelled in the
tales of rural living and adventure although
there was also a fantasy element. As a
child of eight or nine, John recalled sitting
in the inglenook seat by the living room fire,
reading the book by the light of the squint
window alongside Shena, the Lodge’s
daughter. However, most play activity at
Stoneywell took place outdoors. John spent
a lot of his time racing through the woods
climbing trees, making dens, reconstructing
the fort area and digging bear
traps. The bear traps were the idea of
Probably not the sort of bear the
Shena’s two older brothers, Brian and
boys wanted to find – a bear in a
Richard, and the sort of which Arthur
tree in Rawlins Close.
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Ransome would have been proud. The boys would cover the holes with
birch branches and bracken before shouting for Shena to come and find
them, in the hope that she would stand on the fragile roof and be caught.
This prank went so well until the day they caught John’s father, George
Richardson (the gardener), who was not amused by their exploits!
High spirits and flames
Another tale that has emerged is that one day the two Lodge boys found a
stash of discarded spirit bottles in the stables, which they drained into a
container before sampling the concoction, and they spent several hours
having to sleep off the effects. More serious was the occasion the boys
started a small campfire below the fort. The fire quickly took hold in the dry
bracken and, being fanned by the winds, threatened to spread to the nearby
stables. Smoke was spotted from the house and so the fire brigade was
called. Luckily they could extinguish the flames before too much damage
was done. Whether this second fire at Stoneywell – so soon after the one of
June 1939 that almost destroyed the cottage – is known about by the
Gimson family is unclear.
A further threat
John’s other wartime memory still needs a little more investigation. He
recalled that in 1941 (or possibly later in the war) the cottage came under
threat once more when a substantial incendiary device exploded in a
nearby field, close to Priory Lane. He believed the bomb had been dropped
by an aircraft seen a few seconds before, flying low over the Stoneywell
wood. One assumes this was an enemy aircraft retreating after a mission
elsewhere and discarding its payload in a relatively ‘safe zone’ rather than
deliberate targeting of the area. The crater left by the bomb was
considerable and John recalled how the children could retrieve items of
shrapnel from the site a few days after the event without being challenged.
Mark Temple

Local History Group: Life on a Tudor manor
The Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group reconvened on 12th
September for the new season of meetings, with guest speaker Alison
Coates presenting an interesting talk on the life on a Tudor manor. Adopting
the persona of widow Jennyt Grooby, she took us on a virtual tour of
Kentwell Manor in Essex in the early 1600s. At this time the manor would
take the form of a small village, comprising simple huts and workshops
clustered around a fine redbrick house, which was the power and social
hub. The ruin of the Grey’s house at Bradgate Park is probably the best
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example we have locally, surrounded by green swards of common land for
free grazing, and woodland close by for foraging.
A hierarchical society
Using illustrations of fellow re-enactors at work and play, Widow Grooby
gave a simple explanation of the hierarchical society in 16th century Britain.
She went on to explain how sumptuary law dictated which colours the three
ranks in society could wear. We saw the gentry in their dyed worsted or silk
gowns of dark red and black, along with their linen hose and starched white
ruffs. We also saw the middling folk in their plainer woollen robes and, lastly,
the common folk in their grey linen rags and sackcloth hand-me-downs. At
all levels in society children wore the same as their elders.
Food, drink and medicines
As far as food was concerned, the wealthy enjoyed a protein-rich diet. The
middling folk had a more balanced diet including some vegetables, while
the peasantry were lucky to get anything more appetising than a potage of
oatmeal flavoured by anything they could manage to forage in the nearby
woods. They certainly never had the opportunity to sample the quaintly
named subtleties like marzipan sweets and sugared desserts that the lord
of the manor and his entourage would be hoping to enjoy on the high table
in the great hall. Our speaker also brought along examples of pots and pans
that would be used in the manor kitchens. We examined pewter plates and
earthenware goblets used to hold ale which (having been boiled) was much
safer to drink than the local stream water. We saw cast-iron cooking pots
used not only for the preparation of food but also in the distillation of potions
and ointments for a whole range of ailments and maladies. The still room
(where these potions were stored, alongside the ale from the house) and
the bakehouse were described in much detail, and we learned how
apprentices worked alongside both master craftsmen and house stewards
for years trying to learn the tasks of serving their masters in the best
possible way.
Replica garments
Finally the audience was invited to inspect some replica garments of the
period, which the widow had made for use in the various re-enactments she
attends throughout the season. Along with these were a few samples of the
wares that pedlars would try and sell to the gentry and local yeomen
whenever they paid a visit to the manor: the Tudor equivalent of an online
delivery service.
Mark Temple
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found inside the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
Bonfire Night facts
As we celebrate Bonfire Night this
month, remembering Guy Fawkes’
part in the failed gunpowder plot of
1605 to blow up Parliament, here
are a few interesting facts:
● Between 600CE and 900CE,
Chinese alchemists accidentally
stumbled upon the crude recipe
for gunpowder: potassium nitrate,
sulphur and charcoal. In the
1830s, Italian pyrotechnicians
invented the aerial shell for
fireworks and also worked out
that using metallic powders could
create specific colours.
● The very first fireworks display
in England took place at the
wedding of Henry VII in 1486.
● While the 36 barrels of
gunpowder would have been
enough to destroy Parliament in
1605, some claim the gunpowder
was too old and would not have
exploded properly if ignited.
● Up until 1959 it was illegal not
to celebrate Bonfire Night in the
UK. There was an exception to
the law, as St Peter’s School in
York, which Guy Fawkes
attended, still refuses to burn
effigies of its former pupil.
● You see the explosion of a
firework before hearing it because
sound travels at 761mph, but light
travels at 671,000,000mph.
– ibtimes.co.uk, 4th October 2016.
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Driver’s narrow escape
A man accidentally drove his car off
the ninth floor of a car park in
Austin, Texas, but miraculously
escaped unscathed.
The man
was pulling
into a
parking
space when
his car went
through a
high-tension
wire and
over the
ledge.
Police said
the tyre and
axle got
caught in
the wire,
leaving it
dangling off
the side of
the building. The driver managed to
crawl through a window of his car to
safety. Firefighters and a salvage
company later removed the vehicle.
– www.news.sky.com, 9th Oct 2016.
Scarecrow names
In the UK, where the use of
scarecrows as a protector of crops
dates from time immemorial, there
is a wide range of alternative names
including: ‘hodmedod’ in Berkshire,
‘mawkin’ in Sussex, ‘bwbach’ in
Wales, ‘gallybagger’ in the Isle of
Wight and ‘tattie bogle’ in Scotland.
– www.wikipedia.org
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible. Pictures are welcome: digital if
you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
normally accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers,
Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the Roundabout
email address given below.
Copy deadline: Submissions to the December 2016/January 2017 issue
should be sent in by Thursday, 10th November. Send material by email to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or to a member of the editorial team.
Codeword solution
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What’s on in November
Fri

4th

From
6.15

Fri

4th

Sat

5th

Mon
Tue

7th
8th

From
6.15
From
6.00
7.00
7.30

Wed 9th
Thu

10th

7.30
10.00

Fireworks and bonfire night at Great
Central Railway, with fire lit at 7.30pm.
For more see www.gcrailway.co.uk
Fireworks and bonfire night: bonfire lit at
6.15pm. To book call (01509) 890 237
7th birthday party and fireworks. Live
music, hog roast, Halloween fancy dress
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
Ulverscroft Camera Club. ‘Low light
photography’. For more, see
www.ulverscroftcameraclub.com
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Plants in
Charnwood Forest’, Uta Hamzaoui
Leicestershire Footpath Association
walk. Call on 07923 470800

Sat – 12th 10.00
Sun –13th – 4.00
Sun 13th 11.00
Mon

14th

Thu 17th
– Sat –19th
Sun 20th
Tue

22nd

Thu

24th

Fri

25th

Wed 30th

ArtSpace Loughborough Autumn art fair,
original art for sale/refreshments
Remembrance Sunday, wreath-laying
and parade from Main Street to church
7.30
Local History Group, ‘The Morrison
story: the milk float’, Ernest Miller
7.30
Beacon Players, The game’s afoot – or
Holmes for the holidays. A whodunit
2.15 & WWII afternoon teas. For more see
4.15
www.beaumanorhall.co.uk
7.30
Ulverscroft Camera Club. ‘Sole Man.
Product photography’
7.30
Woodhouses Gardening Club.
‘Christmas centre table pieces & wreath
making’. See ad. on p.35
7.30
Fashion show/sale hosted by 1st W/E
Guides. See ad. on p.32
7.30
Film show, Love and Friendship (1hr 32
min). Period comedy drama. Light
refreshments or BYO

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Quorn &
Woodhouse
station
Maplewell Hall
School, £5 / £3
Curzon Arms,
free
Village Hall
Village Hall

Village Hall,
visitors £2.50
Curzon Arms.
Join for free
Village Hall,
free

Methodist Ch.,
visitors £3
Village Hall
Beaumanor
Hall, £24.50pp.
Village Hall
New Building.
£3 visitor, plus
materials
New Building,
£5
Village Hall, £4
on door or from
newsagent

