Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Caroline Pook, Neil Robinson, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Janine Ainscow
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Cover: Neil Robinson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Distribution managers: Mary and Peter Cheney
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
‘If you want to make the world a better place / Take a look at yourself, and
make that change.’ Okay, so it was the King of Pop, Michael Jackson, who
sang those lines in his 1988 hit Man in the Mirror, but the October issue of
Roundabout is full of evidence of people making a difference.
The annual Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show raises money
for local good causes and is there to be enjoyed by the whole village. A
team of volunteers devote a lot of time and effort to hold such a large and
impressively well-organised event (see p.12). The scouts are celebrating 60
years of being active and contributing to the parish (see p.19). One of the
ways they have made a difference recently is by marshalling the Windmill
Fell Race (see p.27 for review). The guides are also very active in the
community, and bringing Little Libraries to the parish is one of the many
contributions they have made to improve our villages (see p.9). Pam
Crankshaw’s team of volunteers tirelessly clear litter from the countryside
so that we can enjoy it to its full potential. Much of this generous work goes
unnoticed and we owe a debt of thanks to the team (see p.23).
Two groups would like to take this opportunity to raise their profile. The
cricket club have a review of their season on page 28. They could really use
an influx of new members to give the team a well-deserved boost. Likewise
the Women’s Institute, which has a very low profile considering all they do
for the community are looking for new and active members (p.11).
In this issue of change we are trialling a new section: ‘Sports round up’
(p.27). If there is sufficient interest, this could become a regular feature.
Please send in your comments, and any local sports news and successes.
Finally, we are asking for your input into Roundabout. This is the magazine
for the village and we would like to hear from you – this means all age
groups and backgrounds, your input is sought. So if there is something you
would like to see here, please get in touch and make that change.
Janine Ainscow

Parish council news
Remembrance Sunday parades and road closures
At the time of writing the usual arrangements for this event on Sunday, 12th
November appear to be in doubt. Charnwood Borough Council officers who
handle the legal requirements, have said that the roads cannot be closed
twice. In the past, roads have been closed along Main Street and Church
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Hill for young people to parade up to St Paul’s Church, and then again for
the ceremony at the War Memorial and parade back to the car park. Until
more is known, the usual planning is suspended. An update should be in
the November issue of Roundabout.
New village hall doors
People visiting the hall are pleased with the new, automatic-opening doors,
which were installed in late August. The doors are a big improvement, and
the parish council obtained a grant of £2,200 from Charnwood Borough
Council towards the cost of £5,150. The glass is not suitable to mount a
notice board for the council’s meeting agendas and minutes. These are
currently posted on the board on the front wall, which was provided by the
Friends of Charnwood Forest.
Booking premises has changed
The village hall booking system is now live. The parish council has tried to
eliminate handling cash for premises use, and also wanted to streamline
payments and invoicing, while reducing workloads for our part time officers.
To book, visit http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/village-halls.html
There are a few teething problems, but staff remain available to help.
Please contact Councillor Peter Searancke if you experience any problems
with the booking system ps@redjet.tech.
New handyperson
Nick Cunningham has been newly appointed to the role of handyperson. He
is contracted from 4th September, typically for a few hours each week. Nick
will do the many mending and fixing jobs on our large portfolio of facilities.
This appointment follows the end of John Bindley’s contract in July. Many
thanks to John for the enormous range of jobs carried out over the year,
and welcome to Nick who will continue working down the developing list.
Congratulations to Linda Winston

Linda Winston receiving the 2017
annual parish award from Council
Chair Janie Martin.

On Saturday, 2nd September at the
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft
Show, Council Chair Janie Martin presented
the Woodhouse Parish Council’s 2017
Annual Award to Linda Winston, parish
allotments manager. Linda was presented
the award for her significant contribution to
the village over the past decade.
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Council Chair Janie Martin explained that for ten years, almost to the day,
Linda had managed the 40 or so allotment plots for the council and
community. Linda allocates the plots, collects the payments, deals with any
problems, and ensures that this two-acre oasis in the village centre remains
peaceful and in good shape. Linda is also on the organising team for the
village show, which raised a record amount this year to be shared around
local good causes. Council members sent their congratulations and thanks
to the show committee for all their hard work to run this popular village
event.
‘New building’ named at last
Following an application to the Government Cabinet Office, the parish
council can announce that permission has been given for the new building
to be named The King George V Room, reflecting its location on the King
George V field. The name and construction date will appear on the building
on a slate sign kindly donated by former Council Chair Mark Woodland and
his wife Jane.
Next meeting: Monday, 2nd October, 7.00pm, Woodhouse Eaves Village
Hall.
Ann Irving, clerk to the parish council
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News in brief
Once upon a time…
…there was a Girl Guide leader, called
Jill McLeod. Jill was full of community
spirit and established the 1st
Woodhouse Guides. The guides have
been very active in the community.
One of their projects was to bring
‘Little Libraries’ to the villages of
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves.
Jill has now Jill McLeod and her daughters Ruth and
Alynn next to the Little Library on
returned
Beaumanor Drive.
with her
family to
America. Before she left, she was able to see the
three Little Libraries installed. The last of these
Little Libraries was opened outside the pharmacy
on Saturday, 12th August.
The first Little Library can be found outside the
village hall and the second is next to the bus
shelter on Beaumanor Drive. All of them have
been made by the guides, who learnt the relevant
woodworking skills with a little help from Mervyn
Greenhalgh. They raised money to buy materials,
and chose the design and the books inside to
reflect their locations.

Jill McLeod and the
delightful windmill Little
Library outside the
pharmacy on Main Street.

Ann Irving
Unwanted spectacles
My wife and I were recently at our Oakwood Pharmacy and were staggered
to be given two bags of unwanted spectacles and sunglasses, containing
161 pairs. This makes a total so far of 653 pairs this year. These have now
been passed to ‘Vision Aid Overseas’, a charity dedicated to fighting poverty
by transforming access to eye-care in developing countries. Poor eyesight
can stop children from going to school, restrict employment opportunities
and lower the income of families and communities.
Eric and Diane Allsop
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Stage lighting set to enhance village hall
Woodhouse Eaves’ very own drama group, the Beacon Players, is
constantly seeking to improve their productions. Following generous grants
from the parish council and Woodhouse Mayday Challenge, over £1000 is
being spent installing new LED lights. This new technology enables
sophisticated colour and mood changes to be created for the stage. For
example, in their next production All Balls and Ashes (see advert on p.24)
there will be a moody night time scene down at the local cricket pitch. The
new lights will be available to other groups who hire the hall, and will be of
particular interest to bands and dance groups.
Following feedback from previous productions, Beacon Players are trialling
some new seating arrangements. Firstly, there will be two rows of theatrestyle seating at the front of the hall for patrons who prefer this to café-style
seating. Secondly, all seats will now be chosen and allocated at the time of
purchase. No more having to get to the show early to bag a good seat.
Obviously the sooner you buy tickets, the greater choice you will have.
Richard Mollart
WI is welcoming new members
Next year marks the 100th year of the Woodhouse Eaves Women’s
Institute. The group is looking for a fresh influx of new faces to join its
current membership, which ranges from age 30-90 years old. Every month
there is a guest speaker and an extra-special programme of events is
planned for the centenary. The group is sadly lacking a reporter to publicise
their activities, so the best way to find out more is to drop in to one of the
monthly meetings, details of which can be found in the ‘What’s on’ table.
Editor
Scouting memories
November marks the 60th anniversary of scouting in the parish. Do you
have a scouting story that you would like to share? Please get in touch with
Roundabout (contact details inside back cover) and we will endeavour to
make a compilation for publication.
Editor
‘Young’? Want to see a change?
Are you a young writer? Do you know of anyone who lives in Woodhouse or
Woodhouse Eaves and is interested in having work published in
Roundabout?
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The magazine needs more writers. It would be great to have input from all
age groups living in the villages, and young people could be better
represented than they are at the moment.
Roundabout aims to publish content of local relevance and contributions
could be a one-off piece or a series of articles. You could write about almost
any subject, examples would include a story to share, a personal success,
something that has caught your imagination, a poem, or a contribution for
‘The last word’.
To find out more please see inside the front and back covers for details, or
get in touch with the Roundabout team by email roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk or speak to Janine on (01509) 891 031.
Editor
Roving reporter needed
There is an opportunity for an individual or team of writers to help with
Roundabout content. We are short on volunteers and the ideal situation
would be to build up a team of people who are happy to attend events in the
parish and write up an article afterwards.
If you can help please get in touch by email at roundabout@woodhouseeaves.co.uk or telephone Janine on (01509) 891 031.
Editor

Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show
Thank you to Linda Bindley, Lynne Greenhalgh and Wendy Young for sharing the list of
prize-winners and for providing photographs of the show. Ed.

On Saturday, 2nd September the
doors of the village hall were opened
for the 28th Woodhouse Eaves
Horticultural and Craft Show. There
was a fine selection of fruits,
vegetables, flowers, arts, crafts,
baked goods and more on display. In
total there were 116 different
categories for attendees to admire.
Linda Bindley, treasurer, reports that
the number of entries was up by 120
from the previous year. The
increased level of participation
Welcome to the 2017 show!
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contributed to what became a very successful show. Every year the show is
adjudicated by an independent and rotating panel of judges, each trained to
pass a critical eye over the various classes. Entries in each category are
awarded certificates for first, second and third place, while some of the most
popular categories also have an associated trophy to be awarded (see table
of awards below).
A rainbow of colours
After a busy morning of setting up and judging,
the village hall was open to the public during
the afternoon. Spectators wandered around the
displays looking on with admiration and at
times in awe. The enormous pumpkins caught
the attention of both young and old alike.
These provoked thoughts of Cinderella’s
carriage to the youngest of visitors. Tucked
behind the pumpkins was an equally
impressive onion – the size of a baby’s head.
Possibly the most hotly contested category in
produce was that of tomatoes, where plate
after plate of perfectly ripe and delicious
tomatoes were on show. The length of two
Produce fresh from the
walls in the hall was dedicated to a colourful
allotments was for sale.
array of flowers and houseplants. These
provided a visually pleasing backdrop to the display of fruits and
vegetables.
This year saw the return of Pauline
Knowles to the competition, who
scooped an impressive nine trophies
for her excellent flowers, plants and
baked goods. This included the
Woodhouse Eaves Cup for highest
aggregate points (H.A.P.) in all
classes. Neil Roberts also had a good
year, winning four of the trophies,
including the Mitchell Cup runner’s up
award. Wendy Young was awarded
All that was needed was a fairy godmother.
the Roberts Cup for third place in the
show. However, the winner of my favourite named award went to Jim
Horne, who took home the Shell Trophy for best eggs.
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Cake and craft
Over in the village hall annexe there was an overwhelming smell of baked
goods, and the tables appeared to be sagging under the weight of all those
tempting goodies. At least one
resident was heard to comment
‘It’s a shame the food and drink
isn’t available to sample.’
The women’s craft category ‘I
made this myself’ was where the
finest item of the whole show was
to be found. Wendy Young of the
organising committee said ‘Best in
show was Wendy Berry with a
most perfectly embroidered
tablecloth. Which I know she was
delighted with.’

Beautiful paintings from some very talented
entrants. More pictures on page 17.

Competition entries to be proud of
Of the 116 categories, 21 were for children.
Charnwood MP Edward Argar attended the
children’s award ceremony in the village hall
annexe. After inspecting the efforts of the young
crafters, he gave them some words of
encouragement
saying they ‘were the
future of the show’.
Neil Roberts led the
prize-giving, handing
out envelopes of prize
money, rosettes and
trophies. Cash prizes
for first, second and
third places in the
children’s categories,
with a rosette also
Eric Lakin with the Eric
awarded for first
Dryden cup for best in
place. There were
children’s show.
some very happy
Luke Garland after being
faces proudly sporting their rosettes,
awarded Young Gardener of the
clutching their piggy bank money and holding Year.
their trophies.
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Successful evening
By all accounts the village hall was a busy
place once again during the evening’s prizegiving and auction. This year there were
some particularly high quality items that
were hotly sought after. The auction gave
everyone a chance to take home a slice of
the show, or even a whole cake, as many of
the show’s best items had been donated for
sale. The auction raised a good deal more
money than 2016, and the organising
committee have since been busy selecting
the good causes that will benefit from
everyone’s generosity.
Decorated pebbles, one of the

Wendy Young, committee member and
children’s categories.
winner of three trophies, said ‘It was a
great show, lovely weather, lots of entries, and some new faces and a
wonderful atmosphere.’ On behalf of the committee, Wendy said ‘we would
like to thank all who helped and all who entered, and ask people to put it in
their diaries for 1st September 2018 for 29th show!’
There is a lot of preparation that goes on
behind the scenes both before and after
the show. The organisers are looking for
new helpers for next year. ‘We are also
asking for extra help as the team
increases with age! From contributing a
cake for teas, or a bit of muscle to help
set up. Let’s make the next show even
better’, Wendy enthused.
Busy kitchen serving teas and cakes.
More pictures on page 17.

Here’s looking forward to the next annual
village show.
Janine Ainscow

Cup / Award

Detail

2017 Winner

George Reeves Memorial
Trophy
Maplewell Trophy

H.A.P. pot plants

Pauline Knowles

Six roses in a container

Pauline Knowles

Bill Roberts Trophy

My best flower

Pauline Knowles

*Bob Burnham Cup

H.A.P. dahlias

Pauline Knowles
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Oakwood Garden Shop

H.A.P. flower section

Pauline Knowles

Simons Salver

H.A.P. fruit section

Neil Roberts

Best Root Cup

H.A.P. roots

Chris Wood**

Brewin Dressed Onion

Three onions 250gm or less

Martin Hynard

Fitchett Homes Cup

H.A.P. vegetables section

Chris Wood

Wyllie Tankard

H.A.P. wine classes

Janine Ainscow

Ambler Rose Bowl

H.A.P. culinary section

Pauline Knowles

Lawrence Hewitt Cup

H.A.P. flower arranging

Wendy Young**

Roberts Vase

Six sweet peas

Pauline Knowles

Evergreen Dish

H.A.P. craft section

Wendy Young**

Stephanie Cup

H.A.P. largest vegetable

Neil Roberts**

Jim Page Trophy

H.A.P. male cakes

- **

Derek Buxton Trophy

Class 43 (5 veg in seed tray)

Chris Wood

Shell Trophy

Best eggs

Jim Horne**

Sunnymede Trophy

H.A.P. for female in show

Pauline Knowles

*Bill Goodman Cup

Best allotment

Keith Olivier

*Gold Medal

Allotments

Neil Roberts

*Silver Medal

Best newcomer allotments

Rachel Lea

Ben Downs Trophy
Randon Cup

Best in show, I made it myself
H.A.P. young children

Valerie Fitchett Cup

H.A.P. older children

C. Hardwick
Olivia Hemmings** /
Jasmine Lakin
Olivia Rowley

Wallace Squires Cup

Best in show, culinary classes

Liz Randall

Woodhouse Eaves Cup

H.A.P. in all classes

Pauline Knowles

Mitchell Cup

Runner up challenge trophy

Neil Roberts**

Roberts Cup

Third place challenge trophy

Wendy Young

Most Perfect Sunflower Head

Emily Serancke

Sue Ayres Trophy

H.A.P. embroidery

Wendy Berry

Woodhouse Eaves W.I.

Victoria sponge

Louisa Goddard

Young Gardener of the Year

Luke Garland

Eric Dryden Trophy

Best in show – children’s

Eric Lakin

Greenhalgh Trophy

Best in show – photography

Andy Wells

Best in Show

Wendy Berry

H.A.P. highest aggregate points
* Trophies marked with an asterisk are eligible for open competition, all other
categories are solely for residents of the Parish of Woodhouse.
** Retained award from 2016.
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More pictures of the show

Neil Roberts presenting Jim Horne
with the Shell Trophy for best eggs.

Louisa Goddard having been presented the
Woodhouse Eaves Women’s Institute cup
for best Victoria Sponge by Neil Roberts.

Liz Randall with the Wallace Squires Cup for best in show in the culinary section, Wendy
Young with the Roberts Cup and Linda Winston with the parish council’s annual award.
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Scouts anniversary celebrations
As planned, the first celebration event, a family fun day, was held on 17th
June in the village hall car park. Unfortunately, this coincided with the (now
long forgotten!) June heatwave, so attendance was down on what it might
have otherwise been, it was just too hot! It also coincided with Fathers’ Day,
which did not help either.
However, those who did attend and gave their support had a great time with
the circus skills sessions, and the heat made for lots of thirsty parents and
carers, so the bar did well. As a result of this, the timing of the ‘afternoon
tea’ event has been reconsidered and it will be moved back to later in the
year, when there is less chance of getting scorched.
Successful scout camp
At the time of writing, we
have just returned from our
first group camp for several
years. All sections
(Beavers, Cubs, Scouts
and Explorers) spent the
weekend at Willesley Scout
Campsite, which is just the
other side of Ashby.
Beavers are only permitted
to spend one night away so The mountain bike session, photo taken at Hick’s Lodge.
they slept in bunks in the
cabin on Friday night and went home Saturday evening. Cubs, Scouts and
Explorers all braved the showers and camped at the site, which is in a
beautiful, sheltered setting. Over 70
young people attended the weekend
camp. There were a dozen leaders and
helpers delivering all kinds of activities
including mountain biking, pot holing,
archery and shooting. Those who
attended also enjoyed gourmet food,
including a Sunday roast at the end of the
weekend, thanks to the excellent chef
Celebratory cake, the decorator got a
Rachael. There was even a special cake
bit carried away and gave us an extra
‘O’, but didn’t charge for it!
made to mark the occasion.
This whole event has taken a great deal of planning and preparation, so
thanks to all leaders, helpers and organisers for making this such a huge
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success. Special mention to Rachel our Scout Leader and camp leader,
who organised all the activities and permits, and to Jane our Group Scout
Leader for looking after the rest of the administration and paperwork.
Scout hut update
Plans for a new hut are progressing. Draft plans have been drawn up, and
in June a planning pre-application was submitted to Charnwood planning
department. This is an informal process, but it will give a strong indication
as to whether the plans would pass muster with the formal planning
process. Progress has been a little slow, the holiday season combined with
staff shortages have meant a delayed response. This has been promised by
the end of September at the latest.
Once the planning department have responded, an architect will be formally
appointed to draw up detailed plans and submit a full planning application. A
solicitor will also be appointed to handle legal negotiations.
While there are some areas where professional help will be needed, there
are other areas where we would like to call on members of the community
to supplement our skills and abilities. This will be particularly relevant when
the actual build project starts. So, if anyone out there has usable skills, from
accountancy to digger driving, we would like to hear from you. You can
contact Graham on (01509) 890 039.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
The older (14+) explorers have been active in the DofE field (literally!).
Bronze, silver and gold groups have all been out on expeditions this
summer. There were only two explorers from our local unit at gold level so
they combined forces with four lads from Quorn to make a team of six, and
had a fantastic week in mid-Wales in August. There was some rain, but
apparently it was far worse at home. The team spent four days and three
nights in the wilderness without
access to modern technology, apart
from carrying an emergency phone.
That is probably the longest they will
ever spend separated from their
‘tech’, and they unanimously
enjoyed the freedom it gave them.
They also ‘enjoyed’ several river
crossings, and found that the
correlation between paths on the
Gold level expedition on one of their river
map and paths on the ground was
crossings.
somewhat patchy!

Roundabout October 2017

21

A six-strong silver team was active in Derbyshire in June – one member had
come directly from her final GCSE on the same day! Despite a very long
second day, all came out of the experience happy and successful.
In early July three of the younger scouts joined with others from the
Charnwood district to complete their bronze expedition locally.
Of course, the expedition is just one part of the award, each participant
must commit to doing several other activities: volunteering, physical and a
skill, and must demonstrate commitment and improvement in each. For
gold, there is an additional requirement. Candidates must attend a
residential session for a week, staying and working with people they did not
previously know. Probably the most onerous job of all is doing the
administration: going online to upload all the evidence to prove their
achievements, this tends to be where parents come in to play…
Jumble sale
By the time you read this, the September jumble sale will have taken place
and hopefully it will have been a success. These have been running twice a
year for as long as I can remember and they are the group’s main moneyearners. It is becoming less worthwhile though. Thanks to the generosity of
villagers we still get plenty of items donated, but attendance seems to be

22

Roundabout October 2017

declining, which has a knock-on effect on income, and we end up spending
a lot of effort disposing of unsold items. At the same time costs are rising,
so the committee will review the situation before deciding whether to
continue in 2018.
Thanks
Following a previous appeal, two members of the public stepped forward
and donated barbecue grills. Both are in far better condition than our
previous ones. One of them was brand new, still boxed! So thank you very
much, I will not name check you, but you know who you are and this kind of
generosity makes a big difference.
Graham Cameron, Secretary, Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group

Litter report
Every Tuesday morning a band of volunteers led by Pam Crankshaw (Team
Leader and Litter Warden), together with Liz Randall and Janet Whitmore
venture out to check for litter along the roads and lovely lanes that lead into
our villages.
In addition to the Tuesday morning group, Penny Harding looks after
Church Hill and Brand Hill; Roger and Corrinne Berkeley look after
Maplewell Road and part of Joe Moores Lane; and Vincent Riley and Joan
Bertram help as and when needed.
Litter and fly tipping
Without a shadow of a doubt the litter and fly tipping situation has
deteriorated significantly over the past six years. Since last February, 73
sacks of litter have been collected. Then in March all the team helpers
turned out to take part in the national ‘Big Clean Up’, collecting literally
dozens of sacks of litter.
A few weeks ago while walking the length of Dean’s Lane, parts of a car
were discovered on the side of the road among the nettles; three separate
piles of used drain pipes had been thrown into the ditch, of which one lot
completely blocked the flow of the little stream; and fluorescent tubes were
found that had been thrown over the granite wall. Other items that are
continually found are mattresses, duvets, tyres and the dreaded used
cannabis seeds and plants. Pam reports all fly tipping to the council.
Litter at junctions and crossroads
Noticeably at junctions and crossroads there is a large amount of litter that
is obviously being thrown out of car windows. Maybe car designers should
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be thinking of how to include a little rubbish bin in the car that is handy for
drivers to pop litter items in? Without some kind of handy bin for drivers, the
problem is the danger of bottles and cans rolling around the floor of the car
and getting caught behind the foot pedals.
Car crashes
Judging by the amount of debris discovered, car crashes must be on the
increase, particularly on bends and junctions. The notorious spots that the
team covers are two bends on Swithland Road, the junction of Maplewell
Road and Joe Moores Lane, and the crossroad of Joe Moores, Priory Lane
and Shepshed Road. The debris consists mostly of bits of wing mirrors,
bumpers, side and head light bits, and shattered windscreen glass.
The other notorious accident black-spot is the crossroad at the top of
Beacon Road and Shepshed Road. The team only occasionally venture up
that road because of the fast-moving traffic and the narrow verges to
escape on to.
Under the waves
Of course, it is not just the land that is covered in unsightly and polluting
litter. Our seas, too, are full of discarded waste materials. I was watching
the ‘America’s Cup’ sailing event taking place in Bermuda recently. Our
Olympic Gold Medalist sailor Sir Ben Ainslie was competing on one of the
hydrofoil catamarans and during an interview he raised the problem of what
was going on under the waves in our oceans. He reported that research
shows that by 2050 there could be more plastic in the sea than fish if
pollution carries on at the present rate.
Our beautiful planet
When we have cleared a road or lane of litter, we look back and see how
lovely it all looks and how lucky we are to live in such a pretty wooded and
undulating area. Then, only to find by the next day, more litter! Quite
disheartening. We all worry about our beautiful planet Earth and where all
this litter is heading, and wonder what our grandchildren are about to
inherit!
Janet Whitmore, Litter Picking Team

October in the Cottage Garden
Autumn may have officially begun last month, but I always associate
October with this change of seasons. October, the month of blustery winds,
cold, crisp-mornings full of dew and beautiful colours: russet, orange, red,
gold and deep, rich browns. October is also the month for leaves – lots of
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leaves. While we might not relish the seemingly endless task of clearing our
gardens of fallen leaves, they are without doubt the most beautiful aspect of
autumn and of the month of October. So it is the leaves, and also berries of
trees and other plants, that I will be concentrating on in this article. Trees
and plants you might include in your garden to give you the very best
autumn colour. But first, here are some jobs for October in the garden.
In the flower garden
October is the time to lift tender perennials such as chocolate cosmos,
dahlias and other tender plants like cannas, and store them over winter. Dry
the tubers of dahlias and wrap in newspaper before storing in a dry, dark
place until spring. Alternatively, if you grow them in pots as I do, cut them
right back, cover with a generous layer of compost and store in a cold
greenhouse. Do not water at all until new shoots appear in spring. I find this
method works fine in all but the very coldest of winters. Now is the time to
plant spring flowering bulbs such as narcissus, crocus and fritillaria. If you
have not already, try planting in a corner of your lawn. Throw the bulbs onto
the lawn by hand and plant where they fall for a really informal look.
October is also a good time to plant evergreen shrubs and hedges while the
soil is still relatively warm. Finally, you might like to add a bit of colour to
your patio by planting pots and
containers with winter pansies,
violas, skimmia and cyclamen.
In the vegetable garden
If you have a fig tree do not be
tempted to leave the larger fruit on
the tree at this time, it will not ripen.
Take off larger fruits, but leave peasized ones, which should overwinter
and develop for harvesting next
year. Take cuttings of woody herbs
such as rosemary, lavender and
thyme in case your plants do not
survive the winter. Salad leaves are
hardier than you might think and can
see you through most of a winter.
Cover them with cloches if the
weather gets a bit chilly to give them
added protection. Now is a good
time to sow broad beans and peas
for early crops next spring.
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Fill the garden with autumn colour
It is hard to beat Acer trees for autumn colour, with leaves of deep reds to
golds and russets, they are the royalty of autumn trees. Another garden tree
to consider is Amelanchier lamarckii or snowy mespilus. It is a small tree,
which is attractive all year round. In spring it has lovely star shaped flowers,
followed by red berries in July, and in autumn its yellowish leaves turn
scarlet and crimson.
Asters really are a must for autumn colour. Flowering from late summer into
autumn their bright white, purple or pink daisy-shaped flowers add welcome
colour to any border. Autumn crocus (Colchicum) flower in September and
October. Their large blooms appear from bare earth without any leaves, and
are commonly known as naked ladies! Cotoneaster is a much maligned
shrub, rightly feared for its fierce thorns. But this evergreen climber is full of
showy red, yellow or orange berries during autumn months. Virginia creeper
is great on a north facing wall or fence, and the fiery crimson of its leaves in
autumn is unsurpassed. If you are worried about its invasive reputation
there are less vigorous varieties to try. Cornus put on a great show in
autumn before their leaves fall, and the brightly coloured stems add interest
in winter. Sedums are also worth including in the garden as their flat pink to
red flower heads come into their own in autumn.
Sad though it is to witness the passing of summer and all its glories, there
really is no need to be glum about your garden. The changes in seasons
bring their own spectacular shows of colour and form; and every garden, no
matter how small, can include some plants to celebrate each and every
season.
Jo Poultney

Sports round up
Windmill Fell Race
The second Windmill Fell Race was held on 12th July 2017, organised by
West End Runners. Village runners were represented by Tim Pattison and
Ed de Salis Young. The village scouts marshalled once again, which meant
a succession of waves, high fives and other encouragement as we puffed
our way around the course.
From the event headquarters at the Curzon Arms, runners made their way
to assemble at the bottom of Mill Lane where they waited for the starting
gun. On a warm and windless evening, they had to contend with the brutal
two-lap course. While less than five miles long, this involved well over 1000
feet of ascent. The course took runners on an initial climb up to the
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Windmill, followed by a few steep ups and downs around the sides of the
hill. Then they ran on towards the major hill climb to the top of Broombriggs.
Runners finally had some respite on the descent from Broombriggs… ready
to run up the same hills again!
After a final hair-raising sprint down the rocky section of Mill Lane to the
finish line, it was back to the Curzon for refreshments, BBQ and prizegiving. A great event, but definitely a short, sharp shock at race-pace and 40
minutes of very hard work!
Mark Lambell from West End Runners said ‘I’d like to thank Jane Cameron
and the Woodhouse Eaves Scouts for expertly marshalling the race; Ben
Moore and the staff at the Curzon Arms for proving the beer garden as a
great race HQ, and the county council and police for allowing us to hold the
event.’ He also announced the date of next year’s race as 12th July 2018.
‘Any runners from Woodhouse Eaves who would like to take part in the
event can get the chance to enter before entries go public by emailing
we8@westendrunners.co.uk’.
Ed de Salis Young
Village cricket news
It hardly seems possible that another season is coming to a close.
Our Saturday tenants Mahers have had a happy and successful season.
Their first team lies fourth in their division, and with two games to play they
stand a very good chance of promotion. Maher’s second team finished
runners up in their division and have been automatically promoted. The
highlight of their season was a score of 435 in their last match against
Loughborough Carillon Cricket Club 3rds. They moved to Woodhouse
Eaves to take advantage of the better facilities here, and this has enabled
them to progress up the league. As an aside, the ground is rated thirteenth
in the county for average first innings scores, and this tells its own story.
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club managed two enjoyable Sunday games,
but were thwarted by opposition teams failing to raise sides. We hope to
continue next year and urge locals to get involved. Many people have
promised to play, but nothing more has been heard. Please get involved
and if you have a son or daughter over 13 who plays, then so much the
better. The games are competitive, but fun, and the prospect of a beer
afterwards is also appealing (for the adults only of course). Please get in
touch with me on (01509) 890 193 to find out more.
John Gillingham
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
One-liner earns award

Some very British headlines

At the Edinburgh Festival Fringe the
10th annual award for ‘Dave’s
Funniest Joke of the Fringe’ went to
Ken Cheng, a former Cambridge
maths student who dropped-out to
become a professional poker player
and then a comedian. His winning
line – ‘I’m not a fan of the new
pound coin, but then again, I hate
all change’.

From a summary found at
http://bbc.in/2w2DOLi

The Independent (22nd August
2017) lists the top jokes, some of
which are reproduced below:
‘I’ve given up asking rhetorical
questions. What’s the point?’ Alexi
Sayle.
‘I like to imagine the guy who
invented the umbrella was going to
call it the ‘brella’. But he hesitated.’
Andy Field.
‘Combine Harvesters. And you’ll
have a really big restaurant.’ Mark
Simmons.
‘I’m rubbish with names. It’s not my
fault, it’s a condition. There’s a
name for it…’ Jimeoin.
‘I have two boys, five and six. We’re
no good at naming things in our
house.’ Ed Byrne.

1. Emergency biscuits flown into UK
due to national shortage
2. Ruined grass verges fury
3. Puddle splash victim vows
revenge
4. Hampstead shoppers slam Tesco
after organic porridge oats
disappear from store
5. Bronn from ‘Game of Thrones’
says his postman won’t talk to
him after he shot Daenerys’
dragon
6. British cows moo in regional
accents
The eighth month
‘October is the tenth month of the
year in the Julian and Gregorian
Calendars and the sixth month to
have the length of 31 days. The
eighth month in the old Roman
calendar, October retained its name
(from the Latin ôctō meaning ‘eight’)
after January and February were
inserted into the calendar that had
originally been created by the
Romans.’
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October

‘As a vegan, I think people who sell
meat are disgusting; but apparently
people who sell fruit and veg are
grocer.’ Adele Cliff.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible. Pictures are welcome; digital
if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers Amanda and
Andrew Garland on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Codeword Solution
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What’s on in October
Sun

1st

11.00

Sun

1st

3.00

Mon
Sat

2nd
7th

7.00
2.00

Sat

7th

7.00

Sun

8th

10.00

Sun

8th

10.00

Mon

9th

7.30

Wed 11th

7.30

Wed 18th

7.30

23rd

7.30

Wed 25th

7.30

Mon

Sun

29th

02.00

Beacon Bunny Run. Adult and child
courses, 3k and 10k.
http://www.beaconbunnyrun.org/
Harvest Special. Bring a harvest item
and join in with tea and cakes. (See
advert p.20)
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
Open Church Afternoon with wedding
albums (see advert p.20)
Quiz night and fish ‘n’ chips supper for
St Paul’s Church. Tickets from
pharmacy.
Apple Day! Bring apples and
containers for juicing. Competitions,
music and more.
Beacon Trail Half Marathon.
http://www.jackrabbitevents.co.uk/beac
on-trail-half-marathon
Local History Group, ‘William Lilley,
the Diseworth astrologer’, Gillian
Spraggs
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust,
‘Fighting Wildlife Crime’, Peter
Robinson
Women’s Institute, ‘History of bread
making’, Rob Hill from Hambleton
Bakery
Friends of Charnwood Forest, ‘Horses
to locomotives, early railway transport
in North Leicestershire’ Marilyn Palmer
Film show A United Kingdom
Ticket includes light refreshments
Greenwich Mean Time

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Beacon Hill
upper car park
Village Hall

Village Hall
St Paul’s
Church
Village Hall,
£10
Broombriggs
Orchard,
Beacon Road
Beacon Hill,
lower carpark,
£22
Methodist
Church
£3 visitors
Village Hall,
£2.50 member
£3 visitors
Village Hall,
visitors
welcome £4
Village Hall, £3
visitors
Village Hall, £4
on door or from
newsagent
Clocks change

