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Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept adverts for local
businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fundraising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout. We apologise for any errors that might occur during
production and will try to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.
Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Janine Ainscow, Roger Berkeley,
Chris Brown, Amanda Garland, Andrew Garland, Caroline Pook, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Andy Thomson
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Roger Berkeley
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Cover: Neil Robinson / Andy Thomson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Distribution Managers: Mary and Pete Cheyney
Roundabout is available to download from the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.

2

Roundabout September 2018

Contents
Page
Editor’s note

5

Parish council news

5

News in brief

7

Marking the grave of Songster, a World War I hero

17

Scouting news

19

Litter report – September 2018

25

Three dog stories

27

A local archive of stories, memories and pictures

30

Stop Press – Maplewell Road development

32

Codeword

33

The last word

34

Contributions to Roundabout
What’s on in September

Inside back cover
Back cover

Deadline for submissions to the October 2018 issue:
Monday, 10th September
Email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
or hand in at the post office
Editor for October 2018 issue: Janine Ainscow

Roundabout September 2018

3

4

Roundabout September 2018

Editor’s note
With it being the holiday season, all our editors are away this month,
so I have the privilege of putting Roundabout together again. But much
of the preliminary work had already been done by Janine, for which I’m
very grateful.
The predominant themes of this issue seem to be history, animals and
community. The story of Woodhouse Eaves’ own warhorse, Songster (p.17)
combines two of those. Then there are some amusing tales of dogs (p.27),
more activities of the Scouts on this their 60th anniversary (p.19), and a
sobering report on the litter situation in the parish (p.25).
Enjoy reading!
Andy Thomson

Parish council news
We said goodbye to our village hall caretaker in July only to learn of her
death just as she and John were on their way to a new life in Spain. Many
people who came to the hall valued Jean’s welcome and help, and many
got in touch to say so. John plans to complete the journey, together with
Jean’s dog Gracie-May, so we send our sympathy and hope that he will
always stay in touch.
Premises Manager for the charity field
In August, the council recruited to a new post of Premises Manager. Gordon
Watson will manage the facilities on the King George’s Field i.e. the village
hall, annexe, King George V room, sports pavilion, public toilets, play and
sports areas and the car park. In addition to arranging access for the
community and contractors, Gordon will manage regular and occasional
maintenance works. His working time will be flexible, but he will be on site
most days and for the moment, will have a desk in the annexe. His email
is premises@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk (a telephone number will
follow later).
Booking of premises will continue as usual, via the online system installed
last year. The link for this is https://tinyurl.com/Bookings-calendar and it is
also available from the council’s website Home page. The council decided
to adapt part of the adjoining house as a parish office. It will decide later
what to do with the rest. Further changes, to include temporary contract
cleaners coming in Monday to Saturday mornings before 9 a.m. are to be
decided finally at the September council meeting.
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Stage curtains 40 years on
New stage curtains made by Barkers Interiors went up in August, replacing
those made by Clemerson’s around four decades ago. The new pair match
the chairs and we hope they will last for another four decades. We thank
Beacon Players members Richard Mollart and John Bindley for removing
the old curtains and preparing the winding mechanism the day before.
Neighbourhood Plan – progress
The Advisory Group has made rapid progress and its minutes (together with
a host of other relevant documents) are on the council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/neighbourhood-plan-advisory-gr.html.
So far, group members have designed and delivered flyers inviting residents
to a consultation event on 1st September, and have begun to compile a list
of all the stakeholder organisations that have an interest in our parish so
they can be invited to give their views. The group meets monthly. To be
involved or keep in touch please email woodhouseparishNP@gmail.com
Maplewell Road 50
By the time you read this you will know whether or not Charnwood’s Plans
Committee considered application P/18/0715/2 – if it did not, then the
application will probably be on the committee’s 20th September agenda. All
Plans Committee meetings start at 5pm prompt in the Woodgate Chambers,
the building just behind the Loughborough Town Hall, with access from
Woodgate. Committee agendas can be found at
https://www.charnwood.gov.uk/committees/plans_committee
Car park recycling bins to go
Charnwood Council removed the bottle and can recycling bins from our car
park. Cans and bottles can go into green wheelie bins instead. The bonus is
that it frees up the space for a couple more parking spaces.
Next meeting: Monday 3rd September 6.45 p.m. Woodhouse Eaves
Village Hall. All welcome. Finance Committee will also meet in September
on a date still to be agreed.
Ann Irving, clerk to the parish council

News in brief
Regular events in the parish
Living in such a lively community there is simply too much going on to cover
in ‘What’s on’ each month. However, Ann Irving has compiled a table of
regular groups and activities that meet within the parish. If you are looking
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for a class or group to join this autumn the list can be seen at
https://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/uploads/classes-and-groupstable---mar-2017.pdf or on the noticeboard at the village hall.
Editor
Summer in the Junior Garden Club
On Sunday, 24th June the junior gardeners had a slightly different session.
We started off as usual tending to our plots with some weeding and
watering. It was extremely hot that day and there is very little shade at the
allotments so we were glad when we were all able to head down to Long
Close Garden on Main Street in Woodhouse Eaves.
John Oakland of Long Close Garden very kindly let us visit and we had a
great time exploring. The children had ‘garden bingo’ cards to complete –
colours and bugs for the younger ones and then for the older children there
were specific flowers to find. We worked our way down the various lawns to
the ponds at the bottom and enjoyed exploring the meadows. Amazingly,
the children were able to find all the flowers and bugs on the quiz sheets, all
except for – somewhat incredibly – ladybirds!
Our final session before the summer
break was on 8th July when yet again the
weather was really hot. We had plenty of
watering to do and weeding too, but the
highlight was being shown around Neil
Roberts’ allotment. He had some great
tips for us. Most importantly, the adults
needed to significantly increase the
amount of compost added to the soil.
This will be added to the list of jobs for
the autumn.
As always, it is a pleasure to see the
children enthralled by the plants that are
grown. When their plots have produce
Junior garden club members at the
that can be eaten straight from the plant,
allotments.
their delight only increases. Gooseberries
and the biggest blackcurrants I have ever seen were happily consumed and
we learnt that you can also take cuttings of tomato plants rather than just
growing them from seed. Best of all for me was my little one eating peas
straight from the pod, which prompted the politest request for a second
helping from him that I am ever likely to hear.
Amanda Garland
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Holiday at Home
In place of the usual weekly coffee morning on the 3rd August, a group of
senior members of the local community were welcomed along to the
Methodist Church to take part in a special day of activities and
entertainment under the incongruous title of “Holiday at Home”. A team of
helpers (organised by Anne Temple) presented a programme of events that
started with morning coffee, table games and an opportunity to chat over
local papers and photographs of the village.
Brian Suter from Knightthorpe was on
hand to demonstrate and then guide
visitors through arranging flowers to
make table decorations they could later
take home. This was followed by Keith
Barlow taking everyone on a musical,
virtual journey to the seaside
incorporating several, gentle, seatedexercises. On other tables around the
room there were displays of photographs
Brian Suter’s flower arranging group.
of Leicestershire since the war,
scratchboard bookmarks and postcards to be coloured in along with a
display of bygones which guests were invited to identify.
A lunch of fish, chips and mushy peas followed by ice cream and summer
fruits was well received, after which the group was able to relax to hear a
couple of poems by Gill Thompson and
a rendering of ‘My Old Man’ by Sian
Mollart. This preceded an old-time
singalong to the piano playing of the
church’s local pastor, Eleri Bristow.
Throughout the afternoon slides were
shown of village history along with
memories from the 1950s. There were
some humorous cartoon images to
accompany the ‘Ballad of Louise and
the Missing Pier,” a monologue about
Great fun at Holiday at Home.
Skegness, given by Mark Temple.
The afternoon ended with afternoon tea during which the group were
entertained again by the accordion playing and singing of Sarah Brookman .
Thanks must also go to all the helpers previously mentioned (plus Helen
Clarke & Janet Lee) not forgetting the ladies of the Good Neighbour’s
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Scheme who provided transport enabling many of the guests to attend. It
was a resounding success appreciated by many who commented that they
rarely get the chance to get out and meet up as often as they would like.
Mark Temple
The Home of Handmade
On the 8th June 2018 an interesting new shop opened in Woodhouse
Eaves: The Home of Handmade next to the Spar convenience store on
Maplewell Road. The shop’s owner, Alexandra Fisher, has recently moved
to Old Woodhouse and has
been running her business for
18 months online and exhibiting
at events such as the Country
Living Show and the Spirit of
Christmas, prior to opening her
new premises. When the former
cake shop in Woodhouse Eaves
became available, Alexandra
“knew it was the ideal location
for her new venture”.
Alexandra at the door of the new shop.

Entering the shop is like
stepping into an issue of Country Living Magazine. As the shop’s name
suggests, everything on display is handmade, the majority being made in
the UK. Alexandra really focuses on all the products in the shop being high
quality and ethically sourced. She also likes to support local artisans, some
of whom are based in Bradgate, Seagrave, Market Harborough and Ashby.
There is a fabulous range of products on display including jewellery, cards,
candles, hand-embroidered cushions, seagrass baskets, organic skin care
products and – my personal favourite – small wooden mice. Do pop in and
have a browse. The shop is open Monday to Saturday 10am – 5pm.
Emily Lloyd
Vision Aid Overseas
Many thanks to those of you, who have collected unwanted spectacles for
less fortunate people with eyesight problems living overseas.
The total for this year, so far, is a disappointing 299. Surely we can make an
effort, perhaps, by asking our friends and neighbours if they can contribute,
to help us surpass our last year’s total of 999 pairs.
Eric Allsop
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Woodhouse Eaves WI summer outing
On July 18th thirteen members of our WI enjoyed a lovely summer outing to
Rutland. The weather was perfect, slightly cooler than it has been of late, so
we didn’t all end up feeling hot and sticky!
Our first stop was at Lands End factory outlet store in Oakham, where we
enjoyed a welcome cup of coffee and a chance to browse their Summer
Sale and pick up a bargain or two!
Moving on from there we went to Hambleton Bakery in Exton, for a very
interesting guided tour. Someone from the bakery had previously been to
our WI and given us a very informative and entertaining talk. They were
named Britain’s Best Bakery in 2012, and on sampling the food we
purchased, we could certainly
see why. Everything was
absolutely delicious! The Bakery
uses all locally sourced
ingredients for their artisan
breads and the many and varied
products they sell. Savoury and
sweet products are made using
seasonal fruit and vegetables.
The food is all traditionally made
and far better for our bodies than
mass produced bakery products.
WI members at Rutland Water.
Clutching our purchases, we then went on to Rutland Water itself and
picnicked by the waterside while waiting to board the Rutland Belle for our
cruise round the reservoir. What a
relaxing time we had on the boat,
with a very good commentary, as
we sailed smoothly on the water.
A very good way to pass a warm,
sunny afternoon! Afterwards
some of our party went to
Barnsdale Gardens for a cup of
tea and a chat, while others called
at Gates Garden Centre on the
WI members enjoying a break at Barnsdale.
way home for a cuppa and a bit
more retail therapy!
All in all a great day out in very good company!
Judith Harrison
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Any memories of Woodhouse or Woodhouse Eaves during WW2?
Having published my book Beaumanor War and Peace: the Curzon Herrick
Years 1915-1939 earlier this year and — to my great delight — found that
people have loved it, I am now starting to research Beaumanor as a WW2
Secret Listening Station to write a further publication (I must be mad!). And,
as with Beaumanor War and Peace, I very much want to include lots of
detail, anecdotes and titbits about life on the Home Front in the area around
Beaumanor. Of course, descriptions of the now famous Secret Listening
Station will be the main focus of the book, but integrating it with stories of
the lives and happenings of local people will add depth and humour, and tell
the reader what wartime life was really like for ordinary people.
I have already downloaded the four excellent Roundabout 2017 articles
about the Woodhouse Eaves WW2 Home Guard that are most amusing, so
there will be plenty of smiles in the new book, as well as the more serious
task of revealing what happened at the all-important Beaumanor Secret
Listening Station.
So do please contact me with any local WW2 information, however small.
Little details often add that extra bit of colour and atmosphere and bring
vitality to a story. And your name would of course be listed in the book's
acknowledgements. My e-mail address is cmwessel@aol.com or write to
me at The Old Forge, 16 High Street, Desford, Leicestershire LE9 9JF.
Caroline Wessel
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbour Scheme
The Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Good Neighbour Scheme was
established just over a year and a half ago and is currently delivered by a
team of 36 volunteers, of whom 11 form the steering group. The services
offered include lifts to appointments or to social events, befriending,
gardening, shopping, housework and household repairs, help with letters or
forms and solving IT or telecommunication problems. Any resident of
Woodhouse or Woodhouse Eaves can access the service by calling a
dedicated mobile phone, which is manned by a rota of volunteer Telephone
Co-ordinators, each taking calls for one week at a time.
Most services are offered completely free of charge, including lifts within
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves. We do charge for lifts outside the two
villages, so that our drivers can be reimbursed for the use of their car.
Our scheme was the ninth to be set up in Leicestershire and Rutland and
we were warned that requests for help would be few and far between in the
initial months. However, in our first 3 months we carried out 27 jobs, in our
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first 6 months it was 80 jobs and by the end of our first year the total was
185 jobs. By 31st July 2018 just under 400 jobs have been completed!
The chart does not tell the whole
story, however. Numbers are
interesting but it is the people involved
in the scheme who are important. Our
volunteers have enjoyed meeting
others who live in the village and, for
some regular users, the Good
Neighbour Scheme has greatly
improved their quality of life by
offering lifts to appointments and local
events, by giving practical help when
necessary with jobs such as shopping
and by providing companionship and
friendship on a regular basis.
We have a wonderful team of volunteers but, as the Good Neighbour
Scheme grows, we need to make sure that there are enough to go round!
There is no regular commitment – our volunteers can always say “no” if they
are asked if they can do a job but it is not convenient for any reason.
If you would like to know more, either about using the scheme or about
becoming a volunteer, why not come along to our Annual General Meeting
on Wednesday 3rd October at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. We would love to
see you there.
The Good Neighbour Scheme
Languages for fun: French film evening
On a gloriously sunny evening in early July I was faced with a dilemma:
watch England v Columbia in the World Cup (remember that?) or go and
see a French film at the village hall organised by “Languages for Fun”.
Well, of course I decided on the film rather than the usual trepidation that
accompanies watching England.
The film shown was the 2010 comedy “Potiche” (roughly, Trophy Wife)
starring Catherine Deneuve and Gérard Depardieu, directed by François
Ozon. The film is set in the 1970s and, using the bias experienced by
women of that era as its central theme, follows the empowerment of the
eponymous trophy wife (Catherine Deneuve). The film is very funny, taking
on the attitudes towards women of that era. And how do I know this?
Because the subtitles were perfect!
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The team from “Languages for Fun” was wonderful. The very respectable
audience of around 30 was plied with wine, popcorn, French cheese and
charcuterie. It was a very relaxed and pleasant evening out all round.
And as for England? Well, we all know the history made that night with the
overcoming of the World Cup penalty shoot-out curse!
For anyone feeling sad to have missed this showing, you will be pleased to
hear that the team is running more French film sessions over the coming
12 months.
Fiona Hunter
Editor needed
One of our editors will be relinquishing the role at the end of the year, and
so Roundabout needs a new editor. If you are interested please get in touch
by emailing the production team roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk.
Then one of the current editors can outline the process and give you more
detailed information about what is involved in the editor’s role. The role is
shared between a team of editors and so is not a monthly commitment. A
background in editing is not necessary, but an interest in the magazine is!
Editor
Desktop publisher needed
Roundabout also needs somebody to join the production team in the role of
desktop publisher. As with the editor’s role, this is a shared position and not
a monthly commitment. To outline the role: the desktop publisher takes the
magazine text and the photos supplied by the editor and adverts from the
advertising manager, and assembles them to give the magazine its final
appearance. No previous experience is necessary and the current team are
happy to show the tricks of the trade to anyone interested.
Editor

Marking the grave of Songster, a World War I hero
Roundabout readers may recall that in the November 2014 issue, the year that marked
the centenary of the outbreak of WWI, we ran a story about Songster, the local
warhorse who returned. This year is the centenary of the end of that war, and this
article is a reminder of how Songster spent his retirement and how his life is
commemorated. Ed.

In a quiet field close to Woodhouse Eaves lies the grave of Loughborough’s
most famous warhorse, Songster; a grave that has remained unmarked for
many years until now.
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Songster paraded with the men and horses of the Leicestershire Yeomanry
in Loughborough’s Market Place in August 1914 at the outbreak of WWI
and throughout the war Songster and his rider, Trooper Bert Main, endured
together the horrors and hardship of that war.
Rescued by his rider
By the end of WWI it is estimated that some
eight million horses and mules had died
and, of those that survived, only the
youngest and fittest were brought home.
Songster was one of the lucky ones;
brought back to be sold at auction. But the
bond between horse and rider was still
strong. Bert Main travelled to London and
bought Songster at auction along with a
second horse, Fenian, the war horse of
Squadron Sergeant Major Harry Poole. After
being stabled for a short time at Garendon,
Songster joined Fenian at the farm
managed by Harry. It was there that the two
horses, who had endured so much in the
war, settled down for a peaceful retirement.

Harry Poole and Bert
Main standing over the
grave and showing the
original grave marker.

Bert Main and Harry Poole with
Songster.

Songster’s only job was to pull a milk cart once a
week to Loughborough Market. While there he would
enjoy a drink with the old comrades of the Yeomanry
in the club room above the Old Boot Hotel. The
battered stair rods bore testimony to Songster’s
visits: as Bert said, ‘that horse is as fond of a glass of
beer as I am’. Songster also rode with the Quorn
Hunt and attended the annual camps with the
Leicestershire Yeomanry until 1936. He never lost his
lust for life, but sadly, at the grand old age of 40, that
life came to an end in January 1940. Songster was
buried with full military honours along with the
medals earned in WWI; in the field in which he had
grazed for so many years.
A fresh commemoration

A few years ago the present owner of the land gifted
the marker on Songster’s grave to the Loughborough Carillon Museum, but
last year it was suggested that a replica be made and placed on the grave.
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On Sunday, 3rd June a service was held at the
grave attended by the families of Bert Main and
Harry Poole, members of the Leicestershire
Yeomanry Association, soldiers of ‘E’
(Leicestershire & Derbyshire Yeomanry)
Squadron, Royal Yeomanry personnel and other
invited guests. An exact replica of the original
grave marker was unveiled.
Scouts from the Thorpe Acre Troop camped out
over the weekend at the farm and provided the
The replica now under glass.
refreshments at the reception that followed the
service. They also had the treat of being able to climb all over the armoured
vehicle brought to the service by the modern-day Yeomanry men: a vehicle
that carries the name ‘Songster’. Mrs Mary Baird, a volunteer with the
Carillon Museum who organised the event, said, ‘That Songster survived so
long was down to his indomitable spirit, the care and love he had, both in
France and back again in England, and I imagine a perverse streak that
kept him going!’
It was an honour and a privilege to commemorate the life of a truly
remarkable horse and to remember the sacrifices made by both men and
horses in defence of our country.
Mel Gould, Loughborough Carillon Tower & War Memorial Museum

Scouting news
Anniversary celebrations
It’s been a few months since my last update, so catching up with what
we’ve been doing; on 15th April we had the final event of our 60th
anniversary celebrations, the dedicated church service at St Paul's, held for
us by Rev’d Lisa. It had been deferred from 2017 to allow for the chancel
repairs to be completed. We had a lovely, well-attended event, with future,
current and former Scouters aged from eight weeks to 80+ years. I suspect
it’s the first time we’ve had our “shout a little louder” Scouting anthem sung
in a church. Thanks to Lisa and Jane for organising, County Commissioner
Carol Black and District Commissioner Paul Smith who spoke, albeit
reluctantly, and County Cub leader Andy Caunt, who led the sing-song.
Camps and other Scouting activities
We have had quite a few camps throughout the year: firstly, in late April, we
took part in a combined St George’s Day camp and Kandersteg (see below)
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get-to-know-you camp at Oaks in Charnwood. The
Kandersteg young people had hiked in from
Bradgate Park, and our Scouts had built and
planned to camp in a “card-board city”, but
unfortunately the elements were not kind, and a
massive thunderstorm had them scattering for
shelter in any available tent space!
Then in May we took part in a County Scout
Climbing Camp in Derbyshire’s Hope Valley,
where several of our Scouts and leaders took part
in rock climbing, abseiling and general hair-raising
– albeit safely supervised – climbing activities.

A cardboard tent!

Also in May our Cubs and Beavers took part in a
Charnwood District Circus camp at Calverton, north of Nottingham. Beavers
just went for the day, but Cubs camped for two
nights and all enjoyed circus-based games,
including spinning plates, juggling, unicycling,
tightrope walking and clown outfit competitions!
Next, in June we ran an extreme survival camp,
just for our local Scouts, who had to survive a
weekend in John’s Lee Wood by catching,
gutting, cooking and then eating whatever they
could. Some great life skills were taught, but this
was not camp for the squeamish, and not a good
place to be if you were a pigeon or a rabbit!
Most recently
we took part in
Around the campfire on the
a Charnwood
extreme survival camp.
District Camp
at the Kandersteg International Scout
Centre in Switzerland, where 12 leaders
took 54 young people on a week-long
adventure. Woodhouse Eaves was by far
the largest contingent in the Charnwood
party, providing 18 young people and
three leaders, (including yours truly). We
had a fantastic experience which
included hiking (I took a party up to
2,500m for an overnight stay in a hut),

The Charnwood Scouts on the
Kandersteg glacier in Switzerland.
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swimming in an icy glacial lake, crazy scooter-cycling (Trotti bikes: look
them up!), and we also took part in huge celebrations on International Swiss
Day on 1st August. These culminated in a spectacular but quite scary
firework display; Health and Safety is less prevalent there than here, and
our party had to retreat to avoid debris from the falling fireworks!
Aside from camps, we also as usual supported the May Day Challenge,
providing the feeding stations and barbecue for the main events, and the
marshals and hares for the family walk. But I’m afraid we only halfsupported the Fell Race in July, which unfortunately clashed with the
England-Croatia World Cup semi-final, so Scout marshals were hard to
come by, although the runners seemed undeterred.
Duke of Edinburgh expeditions
As usual we’ve been busy on DofE this year: We have nine from our XESU
explorer group at bronze level, who all completed their practice expedition,
using routes locally in Leicestershire. But their qualifying expedition,
planned for 22nd/23rd June, was cancelled at the 11th hour due to the
extreme (hot) weather. We await a date for a re-run when the weather is
hopefully a little cooler.
We have no young people at silver level but we have four at gold, who we
combined with other Charnwood groups to make two teams of 11. They
completed their practice expeditions in Derbyshire on a freezing cold and
eventful Easter weekend. Three months on, the weather was at the
opposite extreme, but they still completed their Four-day, three-night hike in
the beautiful Yorkshire Dales at the end of June. Much sun-cream was
applied and much water was drunk, and to add to their discomfort, only one
of their three camp sites had acceptable showers. But then if DofE was
easy, everyone would do it. Well done to Cara, Grace, Harry and Josh!
Scout Hut news
I have previously reported on our disappointment at not being able to
proceed with the “In-Out” area on Brand Hill, and so we have been looking
again at alternative possibilities. We still have the promise of the £100,000
prize money from The Shanly Foundation, but they won’t hold it forever and
we need to make some progress.
So I’m pleased to report that at their July meeting, the Parish Council (PC)
members, in their roles of trustees to the Fields in Trust (the charity that
oversees the use of our PC land for play, sports and recreation), voted to
establish a PC sub-group to work with us towards finding a home for
Scouting, back within the village.
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We have subsequently held several meetings with these members of the
PC and are hopeful of a successful outcome. The Shanly Foundation has
specifically indicated that it would favour a building on Fields in Trust land,
and the most promising approach seems to be towards using our prize fund
to establish a building to support not just Scouting but also other village
activities, with a specific focus on young people. For the last 60 years or so
there have been buildings on this land, in our village, and for this very
purpose, so let’s hope that this tradition can be continued. I will keep you
informed of progress. Fingers crossed…
Fund raising
For as long as any of us can remember, our main fund raisers for group
funds have been the twice yearly jumble sales. The monies raised go direct
to the group and are what allows us to keep our subs low; we are the lowest
cost group in Leicestershire and proud to be so, scouting needs to be
accessible to all young people.
However, the jumble sale format seems to be waning in its appeal. Footfall
is down year on year and with it takings and profits. In March we were hit by
the freezing weather (I have photos of us selling items outside in the snow)
and our takings have tumbled from the heady years of the past, whilst the
effort required from the dedicated helpers is still considerable.
The villagers continue to be very generous in gifting us items for sale; the
downside of that is that an awful lot is unsold at the end. We are as creative
as we can be, but the tip run component of the day is the only part of the
event that is growing! Coupling that with the cost of hiring the village hall
and the annexe, even when partially offset by a grant from the PC, has led
the committee to cancel the September jumble sale. We will keep the spring
one under review but are also looking at alternative ways of fund raising. To
that end we are planning a horse race themed event in spring 2019 - watch
this space for more details nearer the time.
On a positive note, if anyone has items to give, we are still happy to take
any clothing and fabric items, as and when, these can be recycled for profit.
Similarly any auctionable items (bikes, prams, linen, snowboards are all
things we've sold on in the past) will be gratefully received and processed.
So I'd like to thank all our jumble helpers, present and past. I won't name
them, but they know who they are - we have regulars who have stuck with
us for years and years and without whose tireless efforts we would never
have lasted this long.
Graham Cameron, Secretary, Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group
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Litter report – September 2018
We find all sorts of things on our Tuesday morning litter-picking adventures
(dictionary definition “a risky undertaking of unknown outcome”):
A burnt out car
We came across a burnt-out car just as you turn into Ulverscroft Lane from
Priory Lane. This made a terrible mess and burnt off the branches and bark
of a lovely large oak tree. Eventually, the car (what was left of it) was taken
away and we had three trips down there to clear up the burnt-out mess.
The yearly Keep Britain Tidy campaign
We participate in this yearly campaign and Pam Crankshaw, our Litter
Warden, organised for all our volunteers to go out on the morning of
Thursday, 15th March, covering most of the roads leading into our villages.
We ended up with a staggering 21 bags of litter, plus a load of other stuff
that was too bulky to bag. In addition, on another morning we covered
Benscliffe Road from Old John to the junction at Priory Lane, ending up with
13 bags of litter.
Forest Road
On Tuesday, 10th July we litter-picked Forest Road from the Bulls Head to
the church in Old Woodhouse. We collected a record of four large bags of
litter. We do this stretch at least every four weeks, as it is one of the most
used approach roads between Old Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves and
therefore we like to keep it looking fresh and litter-free as much as possible.
The railway bridge on Rushey Lane
Knowing that this railway bridge is a popular gathering place and picnic spot
for steam train enthusiasts, in April we decided to take a look at the litter
situation. This being the first time we have ventured here, we collected
seven bags of litter. Spent cannabis plant and seeds and the highly invasive
Himalayan Balsam plants
We seem to come across more and more discarded piles of spent cannabis
plants and seeds, some had even been thrown into streams, thereby
blocking the flow. These piles do not seem to biodegrade at all; we first
noticed them in the ditches or hedge bottoms six years ago and they are
still there intact. Hence, we wonder just how many decades will pass before
they start to disintegrate.
Three years ago we noticed a swathe of the highly invasive Himalayan
Balsam weed on banks by the roadside of Priory Lane. We reported this
and were told that something would be done. However, nothing happened
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and in the last two years the plant has very rapidly multiplied. We spoke to
the staff at National Trust cottage at Stoneywell, as this weed borders some
of their woodland alongside Priory Lane. They said they pull up and destroy
any that they find on their land. Their groundsman also said they had
recently ventured onto the roadside of Priory Lane and chopped a lot down,
so we thank them. However, we have reported it again. It really is a classic
case of “a stitch in time saves nine”. Do take a look on the internet for
information regarding this plant.
Litter – no improvement
Sorry to say, but the amount of litter being so thoughtlessly discarded into
our beautiful countryside is not improving. Apparently, cigarette filter butts
are the most common form of litter in the world and take up to 10 years to
decompose. Having been to Norway, I never saw any litter of any
description. There were no litter bins and people took their litter back home
to dispose of. I was very impressed when I saw on the news the Japanese
supporters at the Football World Cup picking up all their litter from the
stands before they left. “Come on England!” Keep it clean and tidy.
Compiled by Janet Whitmore, a member of the Litter Team.

Three dog stories
Sandy Whitehouse (Randy Sandy)
The name Randy Sandy will be self-explanatory.
Sandy’s owners were the Whitehouses who lived on Beacon Road just
before the turn off to Bird Hill in the tall two-storey semi-detached cottages.
He was a long-tailed terrier dog and as his name implies, was a light sandy
colour. On any given day he could be found trotting along in Woodhouse, in
the Pingolds, down the Brand in Swithland, on Maplewell Road or Upper
Beacon Road, going to visit his very many lady friends. He knew by instinct
when they would be ready to accept his amorous advances. There were
many sandy-coloured puppies in and around Woodhouse Eaves to prove
this fact. The butchers up Maplewell Road had two purebred female Golden
Retrievers. One was quite old, and they didn’t want her to have any more
pups. So, when she was in heat they kept her secluded in their house and
shop during the day. At night they put her safely in one of their secure – or,
so they thought – outhouses. One morning they went to let her out and to
their great surprise out shot a very black dog! It was Sandy Whitehouse
covered in soot. During the night he had climbed onto the roof and down the
chimney to visit with his lady friend.
As the saying goes, ‘where there’s a will, there’s a way’.
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Tip
Tip was a black and white Welsh Border Collie with a white tip at the end of
her tail; hence the name Tip.
Her owner was Walter, who was a farrier at Beardsmore’s Blacksmithing
and Woodworking business at the corner of Main Street and Beacon Road.
The smithy building had a beautiful concave ceiling held in place by friction,
with not a bit of cement to help defy gravity. The Bull’s Head beer cellar
had the same construction for its red brick ceiling. Sadly, both were ruined
by renovations.
Eggs went missing on a regular basis from the hens’ nests in the horse
stables in the Bull’s Head stack yard. The landlord of the Bull’s Head, John
Kirby, suspected that Tip (who was a regular visitor to the stack yard) was
stealing them. He and Tip’s owner, Walter, were discussing this, and Walter
said he didn’t think Tip was the culprit. As they were discussing the problem,
Tip appeared and put an egg at Walter’s feet… the thief was caught!
Thereafter, Tip was kept on a long leash in the blacksmith’s shop.
Walter used to drink half a pint of beer every noon at the Bull’s Head. Dead
on midday he arrived at the bar in front of the three beer pumps, where the
half pint was waiting for him. He would pick it up and, much to my
amazement, pour it down his throat without a swallow, and then leave to
continue his work.
Prince
Prince was an Airedale Terrier, the much-loved pet of Police Constable
Cunningham, the local bobby. They lived in the policeman’s house on
Beacon Road next to Beardsmore’s cowsheds and metal working building.
There had been several cases of sheep and lambs being mutilated and
killed on Hangingstone Farm on Brook Lane. The owner, Mr Hawksworth,
had called the agriculture experts, who said it was the work of a pack of
local dogs let out at night by their owners. PC Cunningham and my father,
who was the landlord of the Bull’s Head, were discussing what could be
done to stop these savage attacks. Maybe people could keep their dogs in
at night? The constable said that Prince was out at night, but was back in
the early morning, clean with no apparent blood on his fur. Dad said dogs
lick and wash themselves in brooks or any nearby water. It seemed that
Prince was not a member of the dog pack attacking the sheep. Dad said
there was a place on a dog it couldn’t lick and that was in the mouth
between the lips and the gum; blood would accumulate there and a black
congealed blood deposit would be found there, lasting for several days.

Roundabout September 2018

29

PC Cunningham lifted Prince’s lip and there was a tell-tale black deposit. To
say the least, he was shocked and dismayed that Prince was one of the
marauding dog pack. He took Prince into his backyard garden, dug a grave
and shot Prince with his revolver and buried him. That was the end of the
sheep attacks. It was concluded that Prince was the leader of the pack and
with no leader the pack obviously fell apart. A sad but true story.
Dog plucker
Ever want your long-haired dog plucked? There was one old gentleman
(who might have been a Mr Selby or Mr Wainwright) on Main Street, near to
and on the same side as the Methodist Church, who could help. When longhaired dogs started to lose their hair, for a shilling or so, he would use a
special comb and literally pluck loose hair from the dog, from nose to tail,
leaving them looking very smart.
Roger Kirby

A local archive of stories, memories and pictures
Trying to put together stories about village life in bygone days is always
easier if you have the right resources to hand, whether they be
photographs, postcards, adverts, newspaper cuttings, newsletters, posters
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of significant events or even back copies of rags, like the Roundabout (and
the Eavesdropper – I loved that name!). But surely the best resources are
personal stories from the local residents who lived through those times and
witnessed the everyday goings-on around them. I am at present trying to
piece together information about the wood yard and workshops that existed
behind the Greenhalghes’ double-fronted house at the foot of Victoria Road.
I understand it belonged to the Wesley family in the 1930s before passing
through the hands of a Mr Bill Newman and then Bert Newham. Are these
names correct? What years were these people in operation, and, more
importantly, do any photos exist of this centre of local enterprise and
craftsmanship? I am trying to discover more about this location because, as
a guide at Stoneywell, I recently discovered that in 1939, after the fire
destroyed the cottage roof, new timbers were prepared here for the
restoration work. This was before Norman and Underwood installed
Swithland slates in place of the burnt-out thatch. Any information will be
gratefully received.
Speaking of photographs of the local area, some of you may be aware that
a few months ago the local authority shut down the excellent Leicestershire
Villages website as part of a cost-saving initiative. Vast quantities of material
freely available online were lost, despite the valiant efforts of people like our
Clerk to the Parish Council and others to persuade the council to continue
its support for this valuable community resource. Richard Bowers has
managed to rescue many items from our own village’s webpages as well as
some items from a handful of villages nearby, but the majority of the
resources that were on the Leicestershire Villages website are no longer
accessible. However, it is not all doom and gloom, because a new window
to the past has been set up on Facebook by Tony Jarram from the local
history group.
A keen historian and expert on the local Luddite movement, Tony has
provided a platform for people to share their tales and images of the village
and surrounding area. Type the link below into your search engine/browser
and you can ask Tony to access the material we are gathering each day as
an interactive archive on life in our village over the years.
Facebook has had its critics but we think this resource has a lot to offer. It is
a “closed group” so only members invited to join can access this cornucopia
of local materials. There are street scenes through the decades, pictures of
the Squire brothers’ vans, Barkus buses, local cottages and village
characters. Learn about Loughborough Library’s forthcoming exhibition
about Beaumanor’s Y-station and its relationship with Bletchley Park:
discover when Buffalo Bill visited Loughborough and which Carry On film
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featured a 1904 Brushmobile car. Census and trade directory records will
always be accessible through record office archives.
Once family photos are packed away or passed on to people for whom they
hold no significance, they are forgotten about. Only a few months ago one
of our society’s founder members passed on and most of her collection of
local memorabilia was 'skipped' because relatives didn't appreciate its
significance or recognise its historic value. So, I urge you to take a look at
this Facebook site and upload your stories and pictures for others to enjoy
and for generations of amateur local historians to come. If you have any
photos or information you are willing to share but don’t have any computer
access please contact Mark Temple on (01509) 890830.
Mark Temple
Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1756127974653048/?ref=bookmarks

Stop Press – Maplewell Road development
In a message received as Roundabout was going to press, Borough
Counsellor David Snartt has informed us that planning permission will not
be granted for the proposed development on Maplewell Road.
Editor
Volunteers needed
Roundabout needs new team members.
One of our editors will be leaving the team
shortly, so we’re looking for a replacement.
A background in editing is not necessary,
but an interest in the magazine is!
We also need somebody to join the
production team as desktop publisher. He
or she will take text and photos from the
editor and adverts from the advertising
manager, and assemble them to give the
magazine its final appearance. No
previous experience is necessary and the
current team are happy to show the tricks
of the trade to anyone interested.
Both roles are shared within a team, so
neither involves a monthly commitment. If
you are interested in either role please get
in touch by emailing the production team at
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk. and
one of the current team will give you more
information about what is involved.
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on the inside back cover. (Andy Thomson).
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The last word
Wanted: a ginger cat
We’ve all seen posters tacked to
lamp posts with impassioned pleas
to find a lost cat. But recently an
advert with a difference was seen –
a request to borrow an orange cat
for a day or two! A mother of two
young Garfield fans was planning a
special lasagna meal and needed a
‘Garfield’ for the occasion. She
promised that the cat would not
have to actually eat the lasagna if it
didn’t want to! (The Mirror)

A fleeing suspect unwittingly gave
police a helping hand by
abandoning his bike – only for a
quick-thinking officer to give chase
on it and catch him.
Video of the two-wheeled pursuit
emerged after the policeman’s
response team colleagues in
Birmingham posted his bodycam
footage on social media.
The unnamed officer’s actions
have earned praise on Twitter from
fellow officers and members of the
public alike. Chief Superintendent
Chris Todd of West Midlands
Police, tweeted: “Everyone's got
the #TourdeFrance2018 bug!
Great work!”.
Another Twitter user joked: “I
sincerely hope you were shouting
nee naw nee naw whilst chasing
him”. (https://news.sky.com)

The wanted poster.

Not wanted: a wallaby
Still on the animal theme: a motorist
near Braintree couldn’t believe his
eyes one morning on the way to
work – there was a kangaroo in the
middle of the road! Knowing that his
friends would never believe a story
like that, he videoed it on his phone
and posted it on Facebook. It turned
out to be a wallaby that had
escaped from a travelling carnival in
June. The RSPCA warns members
of the public not to try to catch it.
What next? Pink elephants?
(The Metro)
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Now this one was caught!

Nee naw day?
During this summer in Grimsby the
local police hosted a fun day for all
the family. As well as fun and
games for everyone, there is an
opportunity to explore the vehicles
used by the police. The police then
also teach the children how to keep
themselves safe over the summer.
This is now an annual event – what
one officer described as “the
highlight of the year.” One little girl
called it “The nee naw day” and the
name has stuck.
https://www.grimsbytelegraph.co.uk
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses in
accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible. Pictures are welcome: digital if
you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter-page or £22.00 for a half-page. We do not
accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers, Amanda and
Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the email address given below.
Copy deadline: see page 3. Please send material to a member of the
editorial team or by email to roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk.
Codeword Solution
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What’s on in September
Sat

1st

Sat
Sat

1st
8th

1.00 –
6.30
2.00
10.00

Sat
Mon

8th
10th

1.00
7.30

Wed 12th

7.30

Wed 19th

7.30

Wed 26th

7.30

Sun

30th

10.004.00

Sun

30th

3.00

Neighbourhood Plan community
George V room
consultation.
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural Show Village Hall
Ride and Stride
St Paul’s and St
Mary’s
Cricket match
Playing field
Local History Group, ‘How a school
Methodist
came to Woodhouse Eaves’, talk by
Church, visitors
Evelyn Brown
£3
Leics & Rutland Wildlife Trust,
Village Hall,
‘Kelham Bridge: From Sewage Farm members £2.50,
to Nature Reserve’, a talk by Baz
visitors £3.00
Forgham
WI, ‘The Nukes’, ukulele group
Village Hall,
visitors £4
Film Show; "Darkest Hour" A drama
Tickets £4 (w
covering Winston Churchill's finest
refreshments)
hour as Prime Minister in WW2
newsagents or
on the door.
Apple Day 2018 (see ad p.26)
Broombriggs
Community
Orchard, free
Harvest Special(see ad p 24)
Village Hall,
free, bring one
item for display.

Check for more local event details on these websites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org/local-events.html
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