Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
Editorial and Production Team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda
Garland, Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson,
Grahame Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desk-top publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to read or download from the parish council
website at http://www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/magazine.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
Eight years, 87 issues and hundreds of articles on since the first
Roundabout made its way through the Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves’
thousand or so letterboxes after being reborn in 2007 – the magazine now
faces the brink unless we receive help from the parish.
Those looking at this month’s front cover may wonder what the broken
circle symbolizes. Unfortunately, Natalie Ward, one of our editors, has sadly
had to step down because she is moving out of the area and will be unable
to continue in the role. We would like to thank Natalie very much for all of
the time and effort she has ploughed into the magazine since editing her
first publication in June 2014.
Her departure leaves us launching an urgent appeal for help. Roundabout
normally has two editors who split the ten issues of the year evenly between
them, usually alternating between months. Despite an appeal for a
volunteer to come forward in the July/August issue no-one has got in touch
to even register an interest in taking on the post.
With only one editor currently in situ the long-term production of the
magazine is unsustainable. In its current format, there is too much work for
one person to do alone, issue after issue, beyond the next couple of
months.
Readers will see one of the results of having a single editor in October’s
issue. Due to our straitened circumstances, Roundabout will be significantly
reduced in size with only the bare bones of what people would normally
expect from the magazine.
This is why we are desperately appealing for someone to come forward to
volunteer as editor. Anyone who would like to talk about what the role
entails should email roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk for more
information.
On a brighter note, when considering this month’s issue, it has been busy
as usual in the parish with plans for an Apple Day to be held at the
community orchard (p.11), a reading group continuing strongly after a
decade of books and debate (p.21) and an article about what life was like in
Woodhouse Eaves when the American paratroopers camped in Quorn to
prepare for D-Day during the Second World War (p.17).
Dawn Kirby
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Parish council news
How safe is your parish?
Early in the summer, the parish council agreed its arrangements for
conducting risk assessments for the property for which it is responsible.
There is a very long list of properties on the website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/council-land-and-property
This list includes: items donated, such as the village hall clock and lobby
table; items purchased, such as the allotments and items leased, such as
the public conveniences and roadside gardens fronting Beacon Road and
Forest Road. Roadside and playing field seats, bus shelters, sports and
play equipment, buildings and an abundance of trees are also inspected.
Checking everything annually for hazards is a considerable task that the
parish councillors and the parish clerk share. They are also helped by
volunteers like sports club officers.
In addition to the checks on items and buildings, the parish council also
conducts risk assessments on activities such as litter-picking that are
carried out by volunteers. At the end of the process, there is usually a long
list of remedial jobs to do, so the summer is by no means a quiet time but
we try to avoid holding a council meeting in August to give councillors and
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officers a break. All assessment forms are ready for the auditor, who has to
ensure that the council is operating lawfully.
Borough and county council representatives carry out risk assessments on
other things within the parish such as all roadside trees and hundreds of
streetlights. They also double-check some of the things that we do including
regular inspections of the parish council’s play equipment.
Things can still go wrong. Wind, rain and snow can render places unsafe.
Fortunately, the law places some responsibility on everyone and members
of the public are expected to take reasonable care as individuals when
using facilities or open spaces, and to make sure their own property is as
safe as possible when people visit their homes or businesses.
Allotments
The allotments have 32 plots and there is a now vacancy. If you are
interested in growing your own food, please get in touch with Linda
Winston, our volunteer allotments manager, by text or telephone to 07743
668 605. Visit www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/allotments for more
information.
Open gardens 2015
The Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens event is always a great local
success (as are the May Day Challenge and Scarecrow Festival events)
and the amount of hard work and funds raised by organizing teams is
always impressive. This year’s open gardens weekend raised a record
amount so the parish council wrote the following letter to each garden
owner who was involved in the event.
The chair and members of Woodhouse Parish Council thank and
congratulate everyone who opened their garden for the open gardens
weekend, which not only raised a huge sum of money for St Paul’s Church
but also provided two days of enjoyment for local residents and visitors.
For more about the success of this year’s open gardens event see p.8. Ed.

New village hall building
The parish council received the final invoice and completion certificate in
July and has also received most of the promised grants and donations
towards covering its cost. A number of groups are already using it and two
of the groups that went into alternative accommodation during its
construction are now back there. Sadly, the nursery that was using the
annexe has moved on so the annexe is again available on weekday
mornings and afternoons.
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The website booking form offers all three options of village hall, annexe and
new building at www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/booking-enquiry-form
while Jean Mawby will try to fit bookings into the most appropriate building
for those booking by phone on (01509) 890 995.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Open gardens’ record result
This year’s Woodhouse Eaves Open Gardens raised more than £5,500 for
St Paul’s Church. The final figure donated was a record-breaking £5,629.34.
This money was raised by the sale of open garden passports as well as
tasty cakes and refreshments prepared by several of those green-fingered
gardeners who took part.
Twenty-three gardens were opened up for the public to enjoy during the
afternoons of the 6th and 7th June and the event’s organizers have
expressed their deep thanks to everyone who was involved to make it such
a great success.
Dawn Kirby
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Post office has now moved
As from Tuesday, 1st September, Woodhouse Eaves Post Office will be
open for business as usual in Oakwood Pharmacy, in Main Street. The post
office in Maplewell Road closed its doors for the final time on Saturday, 29th
August. The new branch will open from 9.00am to 6.00pm from Monday to
Friday and from 9.00am to 1.00pm on Saturdays.
Editor
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch report
A meeting held in July by Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WNHW) was
an opportunity to highlight the success we have had in increasing the
number of direct contacts we have with residents through use of email,
which now stands at more than 200 and is continuing to grow.
The meeting also heard how direct contacts were kept up-to-date, via email,
about incidents of local crime and anti-social behaviour not only in
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves, but in neighbouring villages as well.
Break-ins and thefts in one village often seem to ‘migrate’ to surrounding
communities, so forewarned is forearmed.
Recent examples of the effectiveness of WNHW were outlined from the
instance of a 'rogue' tradesman being stopped and reported, to the
circulation of a police report appealing to find out the source of a
discharged' arrow found in a Woodhouse Eaves front garden (see p.15 for
more details). Police Community Support Officer Chris Kendall said that the
involvement of the community in WNHW and the role it played was really
important in helping the police carry out their roles effectively.
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch is also keen to hear from anyone with a
spare or redundant laptop which could be used as its dedicated computer to
help with its communications. And of course, anyone wishing to become a
WNHW contact can get in touch by email at nhw@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk
Peter Crankshaw and Mervyn Greenhalgh
Woodhouse Eaves Cricket Club update and appeal for help
It has been an interesting time recently for the club with mixed results on
the field – and bad news off it.
Both teams have been penalised for (inadvertently) playing an ineligible
player which has affected both the performances and the league positions.
Since our last report the 1st XI have lost four matches, had one losing draw,
one winning draw and one straight win. The win came against Bardon who

Roundabout September 2015

9

were bowled out for 98 in response to the village's 184. Good performances
in that match came from Nick Stovell with 4/16 with the ball and skipper
Paul Gleaves who marshalled the tail with 36 not out.
The winning draw against Stoke Golding was notable because of Andy
Stovell's 138 not out. This was the highest score of the season for the club
and a score that was good enough to top the Loughborough Echo's
honours’ board. Stovell's effort led the team to 233/4 but they were unable
to bowl out the opposition who finished on 157/8. The losing draw was a
high-scoring tense affair with the club chasing 255/7 and ending up two
runs short with the last pair at the wicket.
The 2nd XI have fared slightly better with two wins, a winning draw and four
losses. The best win came against Hathern Old with the club scoring 183
before bowling the opposition out for 95. In the other win we bowled
Broughton Astley out for 97 thanks to 3/26 from Suhayl Patel.
In the winning draw the team reached 241 against Anstey & Glenfield 2 and
had the opposition struggling at 144/7 when the rain intervened. The most
disappointing loss was at Huncote when poor batting meant we were
unable to reach a modest target of 76; this after Suhayl Patel’s 5/20.
The Thursday League team have had a good season, culminating in them
beating Hathern Old to win the League Cup.
Now for the bad news: the club is in serious danger of folding due to a lack
of regular commitment from the players and administrators who are due to
retire at the club’s annual general meeting. It would be an enormous pity if
this happens as the club has been representing the village for 120 years
since its formation in 1895. So if anyone can help save the club either as a
player or an administrator they can contact either John Gillingham on
(01509) 890 193 or Don Bennett (01509) 890 828.
Don Bennett

10

Roundabout September 2015

Orchard to be apple of the community’s eye
The call is out for green-fingered
villagers to offer up some of their
bumper crop of apples to help make
a new event planned for Woodhouse
Eaves a success. Apple Day will
take place in Woodhouse Eaves
Community Orchard, Lower
Broombriggs on Sunday, 11th
October as a celebration of the
orchard's first fruit harvest.
If you have fruit trees in your garden
and would like to share your harvest, Woodhouse Eaves Community Orchard.
please bring your apples along on the day or please get in contact and we
will try to arrange for them to be gathered before the event.
The orchard was planted by volunteers from the village in early 2014 and is
arranged into different sections with various fruit trees including apple, pear,
damson, cherry and plum – many of which are now in the process of
bearing fruit.
The Apple Day event will be aimed at all ages with plenty of activities being
planned for everyone to enjoy. Individuals, families and community groups
are invited to be involved in gathering, sampling and processing fruit from
around the villages. There will also be a cider press, so come along and
make some scrumptious apple juice.
If you would like to get involved or want further details please contact
Maggie on (01509) 890 077, Cathy on (01509) 891 051 or Kate at
katemoore123@yahoo.co.uk
Maggie Morland, Cathy Schou and Kate Moore
Brush up your artistic side
There are still spaces available on painting classes starting in September at
Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.
I’m a local artist and painter who has taught in the area for many years and
I am offering classes in both beginners and intermediate watercolours.
Step-by-step tuition and one-to-one assistance are features of the classes
which are run in a friendly, workshop atmosphere.
The 12-week courses begin on Monday, 21st September. For more
information, please call 07757 010982 or email markwilde8@gmail.com
Mark Wilde
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Want to try something new – have a go at fencing
Fencing is a sport where skill and cunning can defeat youth and speed; for
those who want to find out more, Woodhouse Eaves Fencing Club is
holding a free introductory session about the sport.
The club has in the region of two dozen members, whose ages range from
14 to 60-ish and was established in 1983. It was based at St Paul’s School
until 2006 when it moved to Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College.
While, as with any sporting activity, you need a basic level of fitness to take
part in fencing, at club level participation there is no need to be young and
athletic. For the very committed and energetic it can provide a
cardiovascular workout, for others it is only moderate exercise and some
people are more concerned in learning the technical moves of the
proficiency grade syllabus than being highly competitive. Fencing is a sport
where skill and cunning can defeat youth and speed.
The free introductory session takes place from 7.00pm to 9.00pm on Thursday,
17th September at Welbeck Defence Sixth Form College. The session is open
to anyone over the age of 14, subject to the club’s ability to equip them with the
necessary protective clothing. It must be stressed that people need to book a
place in advance and it is not possible to just turn up on the day.
To book a place on the session please contact the club by email at
wefencingclub@hotmail.com or call (01509) 236 359 by no later than
Sunday, 6th September. This is in order to give the club time to sort out
equipment sizes and other administrative requirements before the day of
the course. To assist the club in determining kit availability it would be useful
if potential participants could give us a chest measurement in either inches
or centimetres and whether they are right or left-handed when making
contact.
For more information visit www.woodhousefencingclub.org
Paul Johnstone
Appeal for walking enthusiast to volunteer
Walking enthusiasts are being urged to come forward and represent the
parish to help make sure the footpaths they use remain in a top condition.
For many years, former parish councillor Alan Siddons kept an eye on local
footpaths in case they were ploughed over, not reinstated, required repairs
or were blocked and he attended meetings of Leicestershire Footpaths
Association to raise any issues that required attention. Woodhouse Parish
Council has asked whether anyone would be willing to continue to do this,
not specifically on behalf of the council but for the community in general.
There are also a couple of vacancies available on Leicestershire Local
Access Forum, an independent body that represents the interests of
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everyone concerned with public rights of way, debates issues surrounding
access to the countryside and provides advice to the county council. Visit
www.leics.gov.uk/index/environment/countryside/paths/laf/llaf_join for more
information or contact Edwin McWilliam on 0116 305 7086 or by email at
Edwin.McWilliam@leics.gov.uk
Anyone who spots a problem with a footpath can also contact the parish
clerk Ann Irving or Leicestershire Footpaths Association by email at
footpaths@leics.gov.uk
Editor
Meeting of health funding body
The organization responsible for planning and funding NHS services in this
area is inviting residents to its annual general meeting (AGM) and
conference.
West Leicestershire Clinical Commissioning Group’s AGM will be held on
Wednesday, 30th September at the Ramada Loughborough Hotel, High
Street, Loughborough. There will be an exhibition and refreshments from
5pm with the AGM starting at 6pm. Anyone wishing to attend should email
communications@westleicestershireccg.nhs.uk or call 0116 295 4183 in
advance of the meeting.
Editor
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‘Hold fast!’ unless you know what you are doing
If you are part of the Neighbourhood Watch network you will know that in
late June a concerned Hill Rise resident reported finding an arrow that had
landed in their garden. A few days later a second one was found in the
allotments off Main Street. These are not children’s toy arrows with suction
caps but arrows of the sort a novice archer might use; black fibreglass with
metal points. As such they are capable of causing serious injury, even
death, and so should be used only in a safe environment and shot under
specific conditions by people who have satisfactorily completed an Archery
GB-insured beginners’ course (Archery GB is the sport’s governing body in
Britain). These courses usually last between nine and 12 hours during
which students are taught correct shooting technique and, more importantly,
the rules of safe shooting.
I have seen the arrow that was found in the allotments and given its length it
is likely that it was shot by a child or young person. The fact that both
arrows ended up where they did suggests they were also shot by someone
who has received no proper training in the use of their kit, including the
safety aspects. Thanks to a feast of popular fantasy films, starting with The
Lord of the Rings, archery has undergone a revival among youngsters, and
unfortunately it’s only too easy to feed their enthusiasm (or their parents’) by
buying kit through the internet without being fully aware that they are buying
a lethal weapon if it is used without
appropriate training and adult
supervision.
Learn to shoot safely

Learning to shoot in a safe environment.

If you know someone who is keen to try
archery, make sure they do so in a safe
environment under the supervision of
experienced, competent tutors. Most
county archery clubs, including my own,
run beginners’ courses (although most
will be finished now until next summer).
You can find a list of clubs by going to
the Leicestershire and Rutland County
Archery Association website at
www.lrcaa.org and selecting ‘clubs’ from
the menu bar; alternatively you can
contact me on (01509) 891 319 for
general information.
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Courses are not expensive and usually all the kit needed is provided within
the price – much better to learn to shoot properly and safely than to face a
lifetime of regret.
And by the way, in case you are wondering, ‘hold fast!’ (or ’fast!’ for short) is
the cry given when it’s not safe to carry on shooting.
Evelyn Brown

The American ‘invasion’
With today’s sleepy villages, swathes of woodland and peaceful farmland it
is difficult to believe that 71 years ago our parish was a hive of wartime
activity.
Believe it or not, Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves was teeming with
women from the Auxiliary Territorial Service (ATS) and the Women’s Land
Army, as well as staff working at the Y-Station at Beaumanor Hall
intercepting enemy radio transmissions and passing them onto Bletchley
Park. And as such, it proved to be an attractive haven for the American
troops stationed down the road in Quorn.
In his new book And suddenly they were gone local historian Adam Berry
shines a light on the impact that American troops of the 505th Parachute
Infantry Regiment of the 82D Airborne Division had on the area, as well as
how the area affected the lives of individual soldiers during their short stay
at Camp Quorn from February to September 1944. In meticulous fashion,
the 28-year-old who lives in Quorn has been collecting accounts from local
people and veterans about the division for about ten years, with about four
spent compiling these accounts into a book about the 82D Airborne
Division’s encampments across Leicestershire.
Camp Quorn
The 505th set up camp in tents on open pasture, off Wood Lane, east of
Quorn House in February 1944 following two combat jumps in Sicily and
Italy. The troops were preparing for D-Day. They arrived from Scotland by
train at Quorn and Woodhouse Station at the Great Central Railway. The
regiment also used the station’s yard to store some of their heavier
equipment required for combat. When the regiment left the area for the final
time in mid-September to join Operation ‘Market Garden’ the camp was
cleared and huts were built on it and the area became Prisoner of War
Camp No.9 which housed Italian and German prisoners until 1946.
As it was in easy marching distance, Bradgate Park was used as a live
firing mortar range while live rifle and machine gun ranges were set up in
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the Soar Valley and the Americans painted tanks on the rock face of part of
Mountsorrel Quarry where they practised firing bazookas and throwing
grenades.
A quiet place to while away the time
As well as preparing for combat the regiment did have a lot of spare time on
their hands and in particular would head to the pubs of the nearby towns.
One veteran, Sgt Bob Gillette of Regimental S-2 team told Adam that he
preferred to stay away from the crowds.
Because of the crowds in Quorn I spent most of my off-duty hours in
Woodhouse Eaves or Thurcaston. Three of us from Regimental HQ
became good friends of the Wernham family who owned a pub in
Thurcaston.

Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves were catering for a significant
population of servicewomen from the ATS and the Women’s Land Army as
well as those in the Navy, Army, Air Force Institutes (NAAFI) working at
Garats Hay barracks in Woodhouse, which was part of the operations at
Beaumanor Hall and housed members of the Royal Signals. There was also
a predominantly female campsite, housing those who operated the YStation at Beaumanor Hall, at Brand Hill accommodation barracks in the
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grounds of Brand Hill House in
Woodhouse Eaves.
It was a wonder that anyone
would consider Woodhouse
Eaves a quiet spot especially
as the village had several pubs
which the troops would
descend upon and these were
often filled with servicewomen
due to their various shift
Two men from the 82D Airborne Division chatting
patterns. One of the more
with women from the Women’s Royal Naval Service
popular pubs, according to the (courtesy of Quorn Village On-line Museum).
veterans, was the Pear Tree
Inn in Main Street, which is now Gino’s Italian restaurant. Another popular
haunt was the Curzon Arms, in Maplewell Road. According to Adam, this is
a popular spot to visit for those interested in following the footsteps of the
82D Airborne Division due to a famous image taken outside the pub of two
paratroopers talking to women from the Women’s Royal Naval Service
(Wrens).
Impact
Some of the troops had a long-lasting impact, befriending local boys to run
errands for them in the villages and leaving lasting memories with them
including Cliff Newton who was ten at the time and remembered fetching
crates of beer, newspapers and fish and chips for Staff Sergeant Louis
Yarchak who was also a ‘kind of mentor to me’ because his own father was
in active service. Several of the troops married local girls who they met
while at the camp. Adam explained that in excess of 80,000 British women
married American soldiers during the war and in the region of 800 of these
married men in the 82D Airborne Division.
Although very young at the time, most of them were 18, 19 or 20, most of
them had a keen appreciation that their time in England might be their last
taste of freedom and they were keen to make the most of it.

For more information about the book visit www.overlord-publishing.com or if
anyone would like to share any memories that they have about the regiment
in the area please contact Adam by email at aberry@initsys.co.uk
Dawn Kirby
Anyone with memories of the 82D Airborne Division in the parish is also welcome to get
in touch with Roundabout at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk. Ed.
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Celebrating a decade of ‘good reads’
One January evening ten years ago, the Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves Monday Book Group held its inaugural meeting. It was one of two
reading groups set up in response to popular demand identified through a
parish questionnaire in 2004 designed to feed into a parish plan. Since
then, with great pleasure we have worked our way through nearly 120
books, mostly (but not exclusively) works of fiction; mostly novels
interspersed with a few short story collections.
An eclectic mix
Our members are an eclectic mix and so are our choices. Over the years
we have covered works including the classics and the newly-published,
comedy and tragedy, books dating from the 18th to the 21st centuries,
realism, magical realism and the futuristic, detective fiction and gothic
horror, and Man Booker prize winners to the relatively unknown. Our
reading has also been trans-global, spanning the British, Irish, European,
Asian, Russian, Australian, South American, North American (US and
Canada) and post-colonial canons among others.
It’s impossible to list all the books we have read but those named below
give some idea of how international we have been, as well as illustrating
some of the genres and periods we have covered:
Frankenstein (Mary Shelley)

Tess of the D’Urbervilles
(Thomas Hardy)

Dubliners (James Joyce)

Mrs Dalloway (Virginia Woolf)

The Great Gatsby (F. Scott
Fitzgerald)

Cold Comfort Farm (Stella
Gibbons)

The Outsider (L’Étranger)
(Albert Camus)

Dr Zhivago (Boris Pasternak)

The Handmaid’s Tale (Margaret
Atwood)

Love in the Time of Cholera
(Gabriel Garcia Marquez)

Armadillo (William Boyd)

The Reader (Bernhard Schlink)

The Kite Runner (Khaled
Hosseini)

Half of a Yellow Sun
(Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)

One Day (David Nicholls)

Gone Girl (Gillian Flynn)

Various novels by Graham Greene, Evelyn Waugh and Ian McEwan have
also proved popular.
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A sociable bunch
Our breadth of reading reflects our modus operandi. We meet on the fourth
Monday evening of each month with members taking turns to choose the
book or to host the meeting in their homes. Good wine, soft drinks and
nibbles are part of the package and the sociable atmosphere does wonders
for encouraging discussion. While some books receive universal
approbation, such as recent reads Plainsong and So Long, See You
Tomorrow by American authors Kent Haruf and William Maxwell,
respectively, others have been controversial, for example Vernon God Little
by D.B.C. Pierre but it’s often more interesting when there is disagreement.
Currently we have 11 members; though three are temporarily dormant and
only four are originals from 2005. The way we read is also changing. While
most of us still espouse the printed book, rejoicing in the orderly (or
disorderly) rows of coloured spines and enticing titles on our over-stuffed
bookshelves, tablet and Kindle readers are still welcomed. New members
are rapidly integrated and soon become friends, a process helped by our
December Christmas meal at a local pub, followed by mince pies and
poetry reading (members’ choices – anything goes).
If you would like to know more about the Monday Book Group, please
contact the group’s coordinator, Rosina Matthews on (01509) 890 244.
Evelyn Brown, on behalf of the book group
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Fancy coming to the pub?
Woodhouse Eaves Mark Temple shares a humorous anecdote from his time working at
Maplewell Hall School. Ed.

For a long time if anyone asked me, ‘do you fancy coming to the pub?’ I
would flush with embarrassment. Perhaps now is the time, some 20 years
after the event, to explain why.
Recipe for success
While I was working at Maplewell Hall School, providing students with
practical activities was considered a good preparation for their adult life.
Long before ‘domestic science’ was repackaged as ‘food technology’ I
found myself teaching cookery with basic recipes which used
straightforward ingredients that the students could find in any kitchen
cupboard.
Once in a while I introduced the odd recipe from my own childhood with
items like: raspberry buns, savoury pinwheels, cheese and bacon parcels
and a fruity flapjack called tyzan. In the days before there were learning
support assistants like teaching assistants (TAs), I was always on my own
and so I made many mistakes. Then one of the school governors, in fact the
chair of governors, offered to come in and help out for a couple of hours
once a fortnight. As a result we became more adventurous extending our
range of recipes.
I was a little nervous, however, when a local authority inspection was
announced. The governor, let’s call her Mrs B., normally dropped in on a
Friday for the period between break and lunch. A fortnight before the
inspection was due, she announced that she would miss the following
Friday as she was sitting on the bench at the local magistrates’ court.
Instead she would pop in earlier during the week.
I thought little more of this until the morning I spotted Mrs B. through the
window walking across the yard towards the cookery room. Not having time
to chat beforehand, I started handing out the equipment needed to make
cheese and parsley scones. As we were washing up before the lesson
ended I asked Mrs B. if she could give me a lift down to the village saying I
needed to pop home.
After locking up it wasn’t long before we were both travelling down
Maplewell Road. She insisted on taking me right to my door then waiting
while I collected my wallet. I explained that I was meeting up with
colleagues for lunch at the Ye Olde Bull’s Head (it was over 20 years ago!),
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before returning for afternoon lessons. She delivered me as far as the pub
car park.
I ordered a half-pint and sat in down in our usual corner. After waiting some
15 minutes or so I thought my colleagues must have been delayed or had
been called into some impromptu meeting back at the school. I therefore
finished my drink, left the pub and walked briskly home to grab a sandwich
in lieu of the pub lunch I had missed. It was then that I happened to spy the
kitchen clock...
I expected the time to be somewhere in the region of one o’clock but
instead the clock showed 11.45am. ‘That’s funny, it must have stopped,’ I
thought, until I noticed a similar time on the oven clock. I grabbed my jacket
and fairly sprinted the three-quarters of a mile back up the hill to the school,
arriving in the playground as the bell rang for the lesson changeover at
midday. I ran to my classroom meeting a mystified group of year seven
students standing by the door.
A massive mix-up
How I got through the next lesson I’ll never know. It gradually dawned on
me what I had done. I had completely forgotten Mrs B. had come at 9.15am
on a Thursday instead of her usual 11.00am on a Friday. When the lesson
finished at break time (10.30am) like one of Pavlov’s dogs I had reacted as
if it was the lunch break. To make matters worse I had persuaded the
school governor, a week prior to a school inspection, to take me down to the
local pub midway through a school morning. Luckily, I hadn’t been missed
at school as I had a free period between break and the final lesson on
Thursday mornings.
I ought to have left things at that but I was young, naïve and didn’t know any
better so, when lunch time arrived, I compounded the situation by going
down to the pub with my colleagues as originally planned. I might have
known. I was greeted by the landlord with the words, ‘What? Are you back
again?’ Accordingly, I found myself recounting what had happened to my
colleagues and the effect was immediate. They started rolling about, tears
streaming down their faces almost choking on their ham cobs.
Needless to say by the end of the school day everyone in the staff room,
including the headteacher, had heard about my mid-morning foray down to
the Bull’s Head with the chair of governors. I did try to spit out some feeble
explanation of my behaviour when I met up with Mrs B. a few days later and
but she claimed that she hadn’t noticed – bless!
Mark Temple
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Local history group: Leicester on Crusade –
Robert IV's adventures in Outremer
The Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group’s June
speaker needed no introduction to many in the audience. Dr David Nicolle,
a historian who specializes in the military history of the Middle Ages with a
particular interest in the Middle East, is a well-known resident of
Woodhouse Eaves. His spirited and highly informative talk told the story of
how two Earls of Leicester, both named Robert de Beaumont, accompanied
King Richard the Lion Heart on Crusade to the Holy Land from 1190 to
1192.
The elder of these Beaumonts, Earl Robert III, died in Albania before the
Crusading armies reached Palestine. His son, Robert ‘FitzPernel’ as he was
nicknamed, was in Sicily with King Richard and the bulk of the AngloNorman crusading army at the time, and he thus became Earl Robert IV of
Leicester.
David's talk began with a brief account of how the De Beaumont family
came to be Earls of Leicester, and how Earl Robert III had been a leading
figure in a rebellion against King Henry II of England, which had been led by
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his sons and successors, Richard
and John. David's talk then followed
the adventures of Earl Robert IV and
the other crusaders, with maps to
show their journey, plans to show
their main battles, and photographs
to show where they went and where
they fought.
King Richard and his men never did
reach their goal of Jerusalem. In
fact, most of this long and
unsuccessful campaign consisted of
raids, ambushes and skirmishes.
Nevertheless, this sort of warfare
enabled ambitious young noblemen
like Earl Robert IV to show their
prowess in battle, often in full view of
their king and fellow members of the
Anglo-Norman warrior aristocracy.
For this class, it was almost more
important to be seen to be heroic
than it was to be heroic in the first
place.

Bas-relief sculpture on a column at Vézelay
Abbey showing David slaying Goliath. This sort
of image would have helped raise the morale of
the crusaders fighting a ‘holy war’.

Furthermore, some of these skirmishes were described by observers from
both sides – men who were actually there and could focus on feats of arms
by notable individuals, including Earl Robert de Beaumont. David’s talk
included detailed accounts of one such small battle where Robert FitzPernel
won renown, as witnessed by a Crusader chronicler and by one of Sultan
Saladin's secretaries.
Having followed Earl Robert IV’s progress with his troops from England to
Vézelay in mid-France, then from Marseilles to Sicily, and finally to
Palestine via Cyprus, David brought us back to Leicester and the present
day. Although the De Beaumont Earls of Leicester are not celebrated as
much as their successors, the De Montfort Earls, their name is still recalled,
not least in the Leicester suburb of Beaumont Leys, in Beaumont Leys
School, Beaumont Shopping Centre, and Beaumont Park Speedway Track,
among other places.
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group
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Staying vigilant for signs of flu
As we move toward autumn and look ahead to winter, pharmacist Zainab Master gives
us information to distinguish between symptoms of the common cold and flu and ways
to prevent succumbing to both. Ed.

Thoughts of the miseries of colds and flu are far away while we bask in the
residual glory of a great British summer, however, now is the time to
prepare if you want to avoid the worst of the winter maladies. It is important
to recognise the differences between the common cold and the flu, as the
outcomes and repercussions of these conditions can be very different.
This table highlights some of the identifiable factors of each condition.
SYMPTOMS
Fever

COLD
Rare

Headache
General aches and
pains
Fatigue, weakness

Rare
Slight

Extreme exhaustion
Stuffy nose
Sneezing
Sore throat
Cough
COMPLICATIONS

Never
Common
Usual
Common
Mild to moderate
Sinus congestion and
or earache

PREVENTION

Wash hands well with
soap and water
Use tissues and
dispose of immediately
after use

TREATMENT

Over the counter
products to ease
symptoms such as
Ibuprofen,
Paracetamol,
decongestants
Avoid dehydration,
drink plenty of fluids
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Mild

FLU
Likely - temperatures from 37.8°C and
38.9°C lasting three to four days
Intense
Usual and often severe
Intense, can last up to two to three
weeks
Usual, starts early on in infection
Sometimes
Sometimes
Common
Common, can become severe.
Bronchitis or pneumonia possibly
leading to hospital admission
Flu vaccine (annually)
Wash hands well with soap and water
Use tissues and dispose of
immediately after use
Antivirals - Oseltamivir (Tamiflu)
Zanamivir (Relenza)
Over the counter products to ease
symptoms such as Ibuprofen,
Paracetamol, decongestants
Avoid dehydration, drink plenty of fluids
Prescription antiviral treatments Oseltamivir (Tamiflu) or Zanamivir
(Relenza) within 24 to 48 hours after
symptoms start.

The best way to avoid contracting the influenza virus is to maintain a
healthy lifestyle involving plenty of exercise and a balanced diet.
The World Health Organization (WHO) states that 'in temperate climates,
the disease tends to occur seasonally in winter months, spreading from
person-to-person through sneezing, coughing, or touching contaminated
surfaces’. As a result, a good method of prevention is to wash hands
regularly with soap and water and to use and bin tissues after sneezing or
coughing.
WHO also advises that seasonal influenza viruses evolve continuously,
which means people can get infected multiple times throughout their lives.
Therefore the components of seasonal flu vaccines are reviewed frequently
and updated periodically to ensure continued effectiveness of the vaccine.
The next step in prevention is to get vaccinated against the virus. Those
who are at a higher risk of developing potentially serious complications are
advised to have the flu vaccine each year. Persons at increased risk include
pregnant women, the very young and old, immune-compromised people
and people with chronic underlying health conditions.
It is evident therefore that the effects of the influenza virus could potentially
have an, albeit transient, but very debilitating effect on our quality of life and
therefore taking some simple preventative measures could ensure that we
are top notch to enjoy the festive frivolities that the Christmas period always
brings.
Zainab Master

September in the cottage garden
It’s been a strange summer; not particularly memorable for its weather but
certainly one to remember for an abundance of blooms. The roses in the
garden have put on a spectacular display this summer, flowering from early
June and laden with a second flush of flowers as I write. I’ve heard all sorts
of reasons why they have done so well, from a wet spring to a lack of
humidity which can encourage disease. Whatever the reason, I have
certainly enjoyed the display and always follow a few simple rules – feed
well in early spring, deadhead regularly and feed again after the first
flowers.
On the look-out for new entries
I’ve been busy out and about this summer visiting Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) shows and my favourite nurseries on the look-out for new
varieties of plants to introduce to the garden.
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A visit to a favourite herb nursery that specializes in scented pelargoniums
is always a treat and I’ve added a few to my growing collection. These little
plants hold the essence of summer for me. Grown for their scented leaves
rather than their flowers, I plant larger varieties in pots and place where they
can be brushed past, releasing a waft of delicious scent. More specialized
varieties I keep in the greenhouse where I can be cheered on a dull day by
sampling scents such as rose geranium, sherbet, apple and lemon.
RHS shows are a good place to find new varieties and some unusual plants
that I have not heard of. Of note this year is a lovely Echinacea ‘Green
Envy’ with just a touch of pink to its otherwise green petals. These shows
are also a good source of unusual vegetable varieties. I now have a
variegated kale which can be eaten but makes a showy specimen plant. I
also have seeds for the Fish chili pepper, so called after its use to season
fish and shellfish dishes and grown both for its fruit and its foliage – I can’t
wait to sow the seeds next year!
Tidying, propagating and planting
Back to September and a few things you can be doing in the garden this
month. This is the time to start tidying up in the garden and prepare for both
the winter ahead and also for next year. As well as clearing away dying
annuals and tidying spent perennials,
there is also propagating to be done
to ensure you have more of those
plants you love for next year. Remove
any dying annuals from flower
borders to make way for spring
bedding and bulbs. Any half-hardy
perennials will need lifting and
bringing into the greenhouse when
colder nights are forecast.
Plant out spring bedding plants
including forget-me-nots, pansies and
wallflowers, making sure you fork
over the ground before planting. Now
is also the time to plant springflowering bulbs such as crocus,
fritillaries and other dwarf bulbs into
lawns or under deciduous trees. Take
a handful of bulbs and scatter, before
planting them where they lay to
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produce a more naturalized look. The start of autumn is a good time to lift
and divide congested clumps of perennials. Replant the divided clumps
back into borders while the soil is still warm. Likewise, now is also a good
time to lift and move shrubs that are planted in the wrong place.
Harvest
In the vegetable garden there is still much to harvest. I still have tomatoes in
the greenhouse and any that don’t ripen I’ll make into delicious green
tomato chutney. Clear away any crops that have finished producing such as
stumps of cabbage or pea crops and fork over the beds.
Now is the time to plant out garlic in milder areas or alternately plant garlic
bulbs in pots to transplant later. Also sow broad beans and hardy peas for
early crops next year. Other seeds to be sowing this month include spring
cabbage, winter radish, spinach and winter lettuces.
Check fruit such as apples, pears and plums regularly and pick as soon as
they ripen. Lift and dry main crop potatoes and onions and store in a sack in
a cool, dry place. Continue to harvest crops such as sweet corn, beans and
marrows. The end of the month is also time to dig up and store carrots.
Make sure all remaining crops that may be susceptible to frost such as
pumpkin and squash are harvested before the end of the month. Those
beds that have been forked over can be sown with a green manure which
can be dug into the ground in the spring.
For more tips visit www.thejoyfulgardenerblog. wordpress.com
Jo Poultney
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are present. As in
any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even common phrases. Can you
solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help you get started. The solution can be
found inside the back cover. (Andy Thomson)
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The last word
What we could have been riding

It does what it says on the tin

Nowadays, monowheels are a
novelty item but back in 1931 they
were once considered as a potential
form of transport. The one pictured
could reach a top (and terrifying)
speed of 93 miles per hour.
Fortunately, it didn’t catch on –
picture from CheckThisYo.com

Browsing his Screwfix catalogue for
building supplies, Doug Fenna was
pleased to find that 1 1/2”
Quicksilver Woodscrews were
described as being ‘ideal for use
with screwdrivers’. Doug couldn’t
help but admit ‘that’s certainly a
good attribute for a screw!’ – New
Scientist, 11th July 2015 (submitted
by Evelyn Brown).
Honestly, it’s an emergency
A man complaining that a seagull
had tried to steal his sandwich from
his hand and another calling to say
he had been chased by a badger
were among the more ludicrous 999
calls that Avon and Somerset Police
received in a 24-hour period.

Top ten fantasy jobs
You would think that the top fantasy
job would involve excitement and
making lots of cash but not so.
According to a poll, in the wake of
the successful Minions film, being a
Minion (a yellow, silly but ingenious
servant) is the fantasy genre’s best
job. A Hogwarts professor in Harry
Potter’s world came second
followed by being a superhero, a
dinosaur trainer, a time traveller, a
Greek god, a tooth fairy, a fairy
godmother with Jedi Knight and
vampire slayer bringing up the rear
– www.independent.co.uk, 28th July
2015.
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The police revealed the nuisance
calls as part of a 24-hour
‘tweetathon’ designed to give
people an insight into their officers’
jobs. In the case of the man and the
seagull, when the operator asked
what the situation had to do with the
police the man said that officers
should review the CCTV footage of
the attempted theft.
Other 999 calls included a woman
ringing to complain that the owner
of the guesthouse where she was
staying would not cook her
breakfast and another where the
caller said their seatbelt was on too
tight – www.news.sky.com, 23rd
July.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. Most articles are under 800
words and we think they should be!
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept hand-written items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome; digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the addresses below. Note that we
normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details and are
not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. Full-page
advertisements are not normally accepted. Contact the advertising
managers, Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the
methods listed at the bottom of the page.
Copy deadline: please see the bottom of page 3. Send any material for
Roundabout via email at roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or via a
member of the editorial and production team.

Codeword Solution
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What’s on in September
th

Sat

5

Sun

6th

Mon 7th
Wed 9th

Sat

12th

Sun

13th

Mon

14th

Wed 16th
Thu 17th

From
2.00
2.00 –
4.00
7.00
7.30

8.00 –
11.00
10.00 –
4.00
7.30

7.30
7.30

Sat

19th

Sat

19th

Sat

19th

From
10.30 &
2.00
10.30 –
4.00
7.30

Mon

21st

7.30

Wed 23rd

7.30

Sat

26th

2.00

Sun

27th

10.00

September
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and
Craft Show. Grand auction from 7.00.
Fun day summer fete with stalls,
games and races for both adults and
children.
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
Leics. & Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘The
Falkland Islands: a penguin lovers’
paradise’, Sue Ablett.
Sounds Like Swing, an evening of 50s
and 60s hits. See advert on p.16.
County Fairs’ antiques, crafts & fine art
fair.
Local History Group, ‘The Mountsorrel
Railway Project: the story so far’,
Patrick Neal. Light refreshments.
WI, party celebrating 100 years of WI.
Woodhouses Gardening Club, ‘Soil
PH’, Richard Baldwin. See ad. p.31.
‘Pay &Play’, go on a high rope course
including 150-metre zip-wire. Booking
essential. Tel. (01509) 890 119.
Stores Knitwear sample sale of men’s
and ladies’ knitwear.
Music In Me, ‘A Musical Feast’. See
advert p.4.
Friends of Charnwood Forest, ‘Great
Central Railway past, present and
future’, Tom Ingall.
Film Show, The Second Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel, Judi Dench, Maggie
Smith. Light refreshments or BYO.
Woodhouse Eaves Scouts rummage
sale.
Abbey Fair’s art nouveau post-war fair.

Check for more local event details on these web sites:
www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/local-events.html

Village Hall &
Annexe
Old Vicarage
by St Paul’s
Church, 50p
Village Hall
Village Hall, £2
members,
£2.50 visitors
Village Hall,
£7.50
Village Hall, £1,
under 16s free
Methodist
Church, £3
non-members
Village Hall
Village Hall
Beaumanor
Hall, adult £20,
child £15
Village Hall
Methodist
Church, £10
Village Hall, £3
non-members
Village Hall, £4
tickets on door
or n’agent
Village Hall
Beaumanor

