Editorial policy
Roundabout aims to promote local events, groups and businesses and to
keep everyone informed of anything that affects our community. We avoid
lending support (in the form of articles) to any social, political or religious
causes, and we reserve the right to amend or omit any items submitted.
The final decision rests with the editors.
While Roundabout is supported by Woodhouse Parish Council, we rely on
advertisements to pay production costs, and we accept advertisements for
local businesses as well as those that publicise charitable and fund-raising
events. Brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Copyright in any articles published is negotiable but normally rests with
Roundabout.
We apologise for any errors that might occur during production and will try
to make amends in the following issue.
Roundabout needs your input. For guidelines on submission, please see
inside the back cover.

Management and production
Roundabout is managed on behalf of the community and published by the
editorial and production team comprising Roger Berkeley, Amanda Garland,
Andrew Garland, Dawn Kirby, Tony Lenney, Neil Robinson, Grahame
Sibson and Andy Thomson.
Editor for this issue: Dawn Kirby
Cover: Neil Robinson
Advertising managers: Amanda and Andrew Garland
Desktop publishing (page layout) for this issue: Andy Thomson
Printing: Loughborough University Printing Services
Roundabout is available to download from the parish council website at
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/roundabout.html
Distribution: Roundabout is delivered by volunteers to every address within
the parish boundary – just under 1,000 households and businesses,
including all the surrounding farms. Please let us know if any house or
business in Woodhouse Parish is not receiving Roundabout, or if you can
help out with deliveries.
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Editor’s note
Summer can be a quiet time as people head away on holiday or take time
to enjoy being outside on a light summer evening in their garden, but
preparations are certainly well underway by the busy organisers responsible
for making three of the parish’s largest annual events happen in September
and October. Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and Craft Show showcasing
the best homegrown fruit and veg as well as art and crafts will be held in the
village on Saturday, 3rd September, the Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow
Festival will take place on Sunday, 2nd October and the second annual
Apple Day will be held in the orchard in Broombriggs Farm Country Park on
Sunday, 23rd October.
While the summer may be a time for holidays and preparations for the
autumn ahead, there is still much to talk about. In this issue we hear about
Ezra Browne, a talented drummer, who has landed a spot playing in a band
with a guitarist who has worked with the likes of Def Leppard and Paul
Weller (see p.20).
Woodhouse Eaves also hosted its first-ever Windmill Fell Race which was a
success and there are hopes that it will become a regular feature on the
calendar (see p.17).
Dawn Kirby

Parish council news
Grateful thanks
Organisers of The Great Rempstone Steam
and Country Show have donated £500
towards the parish council’s new building. This
money was used to buy a wireless speaker for
the screen and projector and protective wall
panels for the table and chair storage alcove.
Show Secretary Colin Fox presented the
cheque on 28th June to the council’s chair
Councillor Janie Martin receiving a
Councillor Janie Martin.
cheque from Colin Fox (photo by

Woodhouse Eaves May Day Challenge
Evelyn Brown).
organisers also donated £500 toward the
children’s play area outside the village hall. This money will be put towards
buying a replacement for the condemned monkey bars. Andy Selby
presented the cheque at the council’s meeting on 4th July.
Councillor Janie Martin thanked both organisations for their helpful
contributions to the parish’s facilities.
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Leicestershire Villages website closed down
The community website based at www.leicestershirevillages.com had its
funding withdrawn at the end of August as part of Leicestershire County
Council’s austerity measures. There was a web-page for every village in the
county and communities could use it to display information about their area.
Some pages were well-used, others less so.
The inter-county forums were goldmines for local history information. Rather
than lose the local material, it was agreed that the information on the
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves pages should be added to the parish
council’s site. Richard Bowers kindly offered to do this on behalf of the
council.
Help to make things happen
If you would like to get involved with the parish council and King George’s
Field charity as a councillor then details about what is involved and how to
apply are available on the parish council website or from the clerk.
This is an important community role with councillors sharing responsibility
for managing buildings, land, play and sports facilities; helping to advise the
planning authority on applications for new homes and extensions; working
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with borough and county councils to help maintain roads, pavements, street
lights and open spaces; and ensuring that they clear litter bins and carry out
regular maintenance work on grass verges, hedges and roadside trees. The
council also liaises with local and national organisations whose work affects
our villages and responds to consultations about any major changes.
At the most basic level, councillors decide how the income from council tax,
lettings and grants is spent for the benefit of the parish. This parish council
receives £70,000 from all of the council tax that residents and businesses in
the area pay, but the council’s costs are actually far more. As a result, we
rely on premises booking fees, lots of grant applications and any donations
to make up the shortfall. To find out more about being a councillor visit
www.woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk/elections-and-co-options
A heritage board for Woodhouse Eaves
There might be some funding available for a heritage board (like those
around Broombriggs and Beacon Hill country parks) to be put up in the
village. Is there an artist in the area who would be willing to design this?
Does anyone have any specific things that they would like to see mentioned
on it (for example, it could explain the history of the village in the context of
Charnwood Forest)? Anyone who would like to join a small group to take
this further, either artists, designers or information contributors, please get
in touch on (01509) 890 050 or clerk@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk
Snow problems
Snowfall is unpredictable and if it happens on a Friday, Saturday or Sunday
then the parish council needs to help clear it from pavements and car park
until staff from the borough and county councils arrive.
For the past few years a resident from Woodhouse has done this job in
Woodhouse Eaves, but now it is time for someone who lives in the village to
take it on. The areas that need clearing are the pavements from the village
hall down Main Street to, and including, around the pharmacy and the Spar
shop and then back up past the bus shelter to the GP surgery. If the snow
falls during school-term time then a pathway is also needed across the
village car park to the school path.
Summer works
Work has been carried out throughout the holiday period. A young student
called Caileigh cleared the weeds all around the edges of the play area and
the car park; acoustic panels were put up in the new building; splintered
edges were sanded on the old wooden chairs in the Annexe and efforts
were made to return the cricket screen to its upright position.
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The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents’ (RoSPA) annual
inspection condemned the play area’s monkey bars which were removed
with help from Neville Kirkham and the council is trying to find funds to
replace this popular facility. Meanwhile, party and other bookings continued
to keep staff occupied with cleaning up and general maintenance. Thanks to
everyone who has worked over the summer to keep everything in shape.
The next parish council meetings will take place on Monday 5th September
and on Monday 3rd October at 7.00pm in Woodhouse Eaves Village Hall.
Ann Irving, Clerk to the Council

News in brief
Good Neighbour Scheme
Everyone involved in setting up the Good Neighbour Scheme has been
working at full throttle to get it up and running as soon as possible. Meetings
held in both the village hall and the pub have been fruitful and we are all
looking forward to when we are able to launch the scheme and get on with
the business of being ‘good neighbours’.
A meeting was held in August and lone-working policy, safeguarding and
Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks were discussed. Volunteers
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were asked to attend one of three sessions to bring their identification
documents for DBS checks and have their photos taken for new identity
cards as the safety and protection of both volunteers and those requesting
help is of paramount importance to us all.
Next jobs on the list to get the scheme up and running are organising a
bank account, insurance and a mobile phone contract. Once we’re up and
running this mobile phone will be the way that people can contact the
scheme to request help with transport, dog walking, small household or
gardening tasks or just someone to pop round for a cup of tea and a chat.
We are meeting again in September to finalise things. Our aim is to launch
the scheme in early October so look out for us at the Woodhouse Eaves
Scarecrow Festival. In the meantime, if you would like to volunteer or if you
would be interested in using the scheme when it is ready, then please email
us at info@woodhousegns.org.uk for more information and we will be happy
to help.
Jo Atkinson
Windmill research appeal
I am in the process of preparing an
illustrated talk for our local history
group on windmills later in the year. I
am interested in any information,
stories, but primarily photographs, of
any lost (or unidentified) windmills
within a radius of 30 miles. Although I
have some pictures of the windmill at
Woodhouse Eaves, if you have
particularly interesting ones you wish
to share please get in touch. All photos
will be returned. Many thanks in
anticipation. Please email
Name that windmill – here is a photo of a
mark.temple@rural-web.me.uk or call mill that I thought you might like to try and
(01509) 890 830.
identify. The answer is on page 19 of this
Mark Temple

issue.

Chance to find out more about Community First Responders
Community First Responders (CFRs) are volunteers called out by
ambulance controllers to help patients until an ambulance arrives. Bob
Lilley, the CFR organiser for the area covering the parish, has said he is
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willing to come and speak to local groups who would like to either know
more, or get involved, or help with raising funds for uniforms and
equipment.
He came along to a recent event at the new building by the village hall that
saw around 50 local people learning life-saving skills such as how to
operate the defibrillators in Woodhouse Eaves.
For more information visit shepshedlions.org/community-first-responders or
contact Mr Lilley by email at thelilleys15@gmail.com or by calling (01509)
508 265.
Editor
Woodhouse Neighbourhood Watch (WHNW) report
The police and neighbourhood watch are appealing for anyone with
information following the burglary of a house at the Beacon Road end of
Bird Hill Road, Woodhouse Eaves. It took place during the evening or night
on 2nd August and money was stolen. If anybody saw anything suspicious
please contact the police on 101.
Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) Chris Kendall has also warned
residents to be vigilant after a number of distraction breaks in the county
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where two males both smartly dressed have attended properties claiming to
be from the Water Board. They have asked the resident to run their taps to
test for a problem in the water supply. While they are doing this items are
stolen.
He added that while most people who knock on the door will be genuine,
some people who turn up unannounced have the intention of tricking their
way into the house. A genuine caller will not mind if you close the door for
two minutes while you check their identification and if you are approached
by unexpected callers claiming to be from the council, gas, water or
electricity companies check their identification by contacting the company
they claim to be working for while they are outside. Use a contact number
from a bill or a telephone directory and not a number they may give to you.
Editor
Anniversary celebrations
Members of the Friends of Charnwood Forest (FOCF) celebrated their 30th
anniversary in June with a hog roast at
The Brand in Woodhouse Eaves hosted
by Colonel Robert Martin and FOCF
president Janie Martin.
The sun shone, the gardens beckoned
and the good food and wines were
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The members
chatted and old friends and new shared
a wonderfully happy occasion.
FOCF chair Paul Day welcomed the
guests and thanked Colonel and Mrs
Colonel Robert Martin and FOCF president
Martin for their kindness in hosting the Janie Martin cutting the cake.
day. Mrs Martin said how pleased she was to see so many members and
went on to praise the work of the FOCF’s committee and officers, not only
for organising the party but for their many hours of hard work for the group.
And I, a founder member and first chair of FOCF, spoke of the origins of the
society, particularly mentioning Colonel Andrew Martin, Lord Lieutenant,
and David Thorpe and their efforts in founding the group. I also mentioned
past achievements and a steady plan for the future based on the FOCF’s
strong membership and sound finances. It was a lovely afternoon for all.
Peter Bertram
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Bring your apples (and family) to the free Apple Day village party
After the success of last year’s Apple Day in the Community Orchard at
Broombriggs Country Park we’re planning to do it all again and we need
your apples to make the day another great, free event for the whole parish.
Bring your apples along on the day and turn them into delicious apple juice
to take home. If you need help to collect windfalls or hard-to-reach apples
then contact us and we will try to arrange for them to be gathered up
beforehand. If you would like to volunteer to help collect apples then please
get in touch with us so that we can harvest as many apples as possible
from local gardens in mid-October.
We’re also hoping to have a new competition this year – the Apple BakeOff. Perhaps your favourite apple-y recipe will be the winner. Please let us
know if you would like to enter.
Just like last year there will be plenty of Apple Day fun from 10am until 4pm
on Sunday, 23rd October. In addition to the apple press, there will be an
apple-tasting session or apple-y games for all the family. Who will cut the
longest apple peel to win the prize? Will last year’s record of two metres
and 17-and-a-half centimetres be broken? Maybe you’d better start
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practising now! Bring your own peeler if you like but only hand-held peelers
are eligible.
Everyone is welcome to bring a picnic along and enjoy relaxing around the
orchard while listening to live music. You will need to bring clean plastic
bottles if you would like to take some juice home, while carrier bags will be
useful if you want to take away some apple pulp for your compost heap. We
hope to see you there.
Contact tree warden Maggie Morland on (01509) 890 077, heritage
wardens Cathy Schou on (01509) 891 051 and Kate Moore on (01509) 891
005 or email heritage.warden@woodhouseparishcouncil.org.uk for more
information.
Maggie Morland, Cathy Schou and Kate Moore
Fascinating facts from a village ‘postie’
When Jim Spindley retired from his job as a Woodhouse Eaves ‘postie’ on
1st July, his final delivery included a farewell note to all the residents on his
round. It contained fascinating facts about his experiences which are well
worth sharing with others as an insight into the postie’s role. During his 20
years of service, Jim reckons he has walked approximately 33,200 miles
(that’s around one-and-a-half return trips to New Zealand) and delivered
some 6,458,400 items of mail, including 22 special deliveries from Her
Majesty the Queen.
Reflecting on other aspects of his time in the post, Jim commented:
I have worked with two postmasters, enjoying early morning cups of tea
while sorting mail in the ‘Shed’ on Maplewell Road, before moving to
Loughborough Sorting Office last year. In that time (20 years) there was
only one occasion when mail was unable to be delivered to the village, due
to heavy snow... It has to be said that I have been far from bored,
encountering many ‘extra duties’, including finding two lost children. I have
seen children go off to school and over the years watched them grow up
into young adults. Sadly, I have also lost people in the village with whom I
became very close.

Despite being bitten by dogs 18 times, Jim found his decision to retire not
easy, not least because he will miss the many chats with, and the friendship
of, the residents it has been his pleasure to serve over the years. We wish
him all the best in his retirement.
Evelyn Brown
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Positive move forward with chancel repair work
Work to repair the large cracks in the chancel wall in St Paul’s Church in
Woodhouse Eaves has taken a major leap forward after the Heritage
Lottery Fund (HLF) awarded £20,000 toward the project.
Ground investigations should soon begin at the Grade 2 listed church as
part of the Development Phase of the Chancel Repair Project. If the project
organisers are successful in the next round of applications then a further
£94,200 will be awarded to complete the repairs in spring next year.
The damage has seen the chancel start to part company with the transepts
and the nave (see Roundabout May 2013). The project aims to carry out
repair works to the historic fabric resulting in a return to a safe environment
and the restoration of the chancel and vestry interiors.
Community relevance
The project also has the aim of promoting and celebrating the wealth of
heritage to be found within the church and its surroundings. As a result of
HLF investment, the church will be brought back to good sound repair and
its heritage will be saved for the benefit of all. But the project’s ambition is
wider than that hoping to make the building more relevant to the community
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as it is envisaged that it will be more widely used by children and adults of
all ages with the common aim of learning about and enjoying the heritage
that until now they may not have been aware of.
The church’s website will be updated and expanded with opportunities to
learn new skills in historical research and to gain an understanding of
conservation. The whole community will be invited to take part in a range of
activities to discover the heritage and build a display of photos and artefacts
that show the historical importance of this church.
Jonathan Platt, head of HLF East Midlands, described the church as ‘an
important building with a fascinating history which lies at the heart of the
local community.’
St Paul’s is a Church of England parish church built in 1837 and designed
by William Railton, the architect for Nelson’s Column and nearby
Beaumanor Hall. The chancel, with significant stained glass windows by
nationally noted artist Theodora Salusbury, forms part of an 1871 extension.
In 1880 the north and south transepts designed by Euan Christian were
added. In 1904 a peal of six bells cast by Taylor’s Bell Foundry in
Loughborough was added to commemorate Queen Victoria. In the same
year the clock was installed by Messrs. J. Smith and Sons of Derby. It is still
working now and is highly regarded in the village and known as the parish
clock.
Award greeted with delight
Colonel Robert Martin commenting about the award said that he is
‘delighted’ at the ‘wonderful news’. Work has been ongoing for years to
uncover what was happening to the building, as he explains:
Investigations into why the chancel was suffering from cracking and
slippage had been going on for a decade, but the cause of the damage, the
solution to it and the cost of the repair only became apparent when Historic
England came to the rescue and steered the Church Council towards
achieving their goal. The grant, combined with funds the church has raised
from generous donors, will enable work to start to rectify the problem and
secure the church for future generations.

Rector of St Paul’s Church, The Reverend Lisa Temperley-Barnes added
that the congregation can ‘look forward to the day when we can hold our
services and worship God without the threat of the chancel collapsing.’
Editor
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Visit helps Chernobyl children
What a privilege it was to host a group of children on August 1st visiting
Leicestershire from the area still affected by the nuclear disaster at
Chernobyl in Ukraine in 1986. Thirteen children and two helpers/interpreters
made the arduous journey from Belarus just two days before. They are
staying with host families all over Leicestershire for a month as part of the
family hosting programme run by the Friends of Chernobyl’s Children (West
Leics).
The Methodist Church in Woodhouse Eaves was keen to become involved
to offer these very young children (aged between eight and ten years old)
some respite and fun. It was decided to give them a nutritious lunch, some
craft activities, free play and games in the park and an interactive dance or
drama session with two of our local professional performers.
Everything went very well. The lunch of beautiful ham and free-range eggs
was donated by Andrew and Amy at our local butchers. These were
supplemented by salads from Tesco followed by fresh fruit and ice-cream
donated by Waitrose. Thank you to those who provided items for a goody
bag for each child to take away including the village pharmacy and the
Spar.
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The high point of the afternoon for
me (and for all the children by the
expressions on their faces) was
taking part in a mime drama
session led so expertly by Keith
and Suzanne Barlow. It was
wonderful to watch all the
entranced children react, take part
and grow in confidence. All without
a word being spoken. It was very
much appreciated.
Children enjoying their day of activities organised

Many thanks also to the stewards by the Methodist Church.
at the church for all of their help
and for the use of the building. We look forward to next year and being able
to help out again, knowing that this time away from their environment will
actually extend the life expectancy of these children.
Sian Mollart

Woodhouse Eaves Fell Race
Anyone around Broombriggs
Country Park or Windmill Hill
on the evening of 13th July
may have been surprised to
see so many athletic types
tearing up and down the hills,
and not just once but twice,
unaware that the village was
hosting its first ever fell race.
The organisers, the West End Runners competing in the first Woodhouse Eaves Fell
Race.
Runners Club from Leicester
had wanted to keep this inaugural event low key, so it was not widely
publicised locally, although the residents of Mill Road had been leafleted
and the Curzon Arms had agreed to host the race’s headquarters.
And so it was that 110 entrants assembled on the Curzon Arms front lawn
and made their way to Mill Road for a 7.30pm start. Ninety of those 110
made it to the finish, five miles and 950 feet of climbing later.
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A gruelling course
The course comprised of two loops of the windmill and of Broombriggs
Country Park and is illustrated on the map below:

The winning time of 37 minutes and 19 seconds was set by Robert
Jackson. Christopher Hill came second with a time of 37 minutes and 45
seconds and Robert Pullen came third in at 38 minutes and 24 seconds.
Fastest lady was Laura Davison with a time of 42 minutes and 50 seconds.
My personal inspiration was local Beaumanor instructor and fastest runner
aged over 50, Adam Haynes who crossed the line at 41 minutes and 35
seconds. Adam was also the course first aider.
All of these times were extremely impressive given the gruelling route,
which took runners through at least 30 kissing gates, each of which had to
be opened and closed. Not everyone was so quick though, the last finishers
were coming in 90 minutes after the start, and for those of us marshalling
up at the top of Broombriggs it was certainly getting a bit chilly up there as
the shadows lengthened.
A positive experience
Feedback received by the organisers has been ‘amazingly positive’ and
they were also praised for having ‘exceptional marshalling’. The runners

18

Roundabout September / October 2016

loved the race and it could probably have been filled up several times over.
A resident who lives at the top of Mill Road near the finish line came out of
his house to say hello and said how pleased he was to see so many people
enjoying themselves on his doorstep.
From my own viewpoint this was a very well-organised event. As mentioned
there was a course first aider but he was not kept too busy. There was a
lady who fell and grazed her knee but the local scout marshals took care of
her. There was also a ‘sweeper’, who took down all the signage, so by 9pm
you wouldn’t have known it had happened - unless you were in the Curzon
Arms of course.
For the technically minded, this is the only Category B fell race in
Leicestershire (Category B is between 125 feet and 250 feet of climb per
mile, the Windmill Fell Race is 190 feet per mile).
The organisers hope to repeat the event next year, with a few tweaks to the
route to improve the flow. A provisional date of 12th July has been set. They
would like to have more local runners (defined as those that can walk or run
from their house to the start) involved next year, so anyone local who
fancies their chances should get in early by sending an email to
we8@westendrunners.co.uk to get themselves on the VIP entry list.
The organisers would like to thank all villagers for tolerating and supporting
the race, the Curzon Arms for hosting, Woodhouse Eaves Scouts for
marshalling, and Leicestershire County Council and Sergeant Rod Smart
for making the race possible. For more details visit the club’s website at
www.westendrunners.co.uk/cms/index.php/fell-race
Graham Cameron
Name that windmill answer from p.9: Keyworth.
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Ezra Browne: living life to his own beat
Music is an art form that inspires and
lifts people out of the monotony of
everyday existence – and drumming
talent Ezra Browne also hopes it will
be his life and livelihood. The 20year-old, who lives in Bird Hill Road,
Woodhouse Eaves, has certainly
made a promising start as he now
plays in a band with a guitarist who
has played alongside the likes of Def
Leppard and Paul Weller.
By day, Ezra, a modest, polite and
unassuming young man, works in
hospitality. By night, he becomes a drumming sensation (and by his own
admission, he can transform into a drummer as crazy as Animal from the
Muppets!) playing gigs all over Leicestershire as part of the outfit called
With his band – Andy Knott. Andy, who is from Aylestone, is a professional
guitarist who has worked as a session musician as well as toured with some
Ezra Browne.
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of the greatest names in the industry. He set up the three-piece instrumental
prog rock band (which also features Rob Miller, of Beacon Road,
Woodhouse Eaves, on bass guitar) at the end of last year to perform music
he has written.
The partnership between Ezra and Andy came about by complete chance.
Andy happened to be walking through Market Harborough last winter when
he met Ezra’s mother Mandy Browne selling her knitwear at the market.
While his friend asked his opinion on knitwear items as she chose pieces,
Andy claimed to know nothing about knitwear, which prompted Mandy to
ask ‘So, what do you do then?’ He told her he was a professional guitarist
and was looking for a drummer for his band, so she told him about Ezra. He
left his card, Ezra got in touch and the rest, as they say, was history. Ezra
only had to play a couple of tracks with him and Andy’s two-year search for
a drummer had come to an end.
Learning from a master
Ezra is incredibly passionate about music and perfecting his technique. He
described the opportunity to play with Andy as ‘amazing’ as he has such a
wealth of knowledge to pass on.
He’s an older musician and has
been around and knows how to do
things, so I learn a lot. As a young
musician it’s amazing. I can drink all
that information in. Every day at
school for example you might ask
what can I learn from this? Playing
with the band it’s what can I learn
Ezra Browne with Andy Knott and Nick Plews
from this and this and this, every
on the inner album sleeve cover for Raising the
time we play it’s not just one thing to Pharaohs designed by Mandy Browne.
learn.

His greatest challenge is finding the time so that he can balance his work
commitments with practising the drums. He says sometimes he can be
working from ‘five to eleven and not always get the time off to play’. But he
says even ten minutes here or a few minutes there does make all the
difference and as he sees his future playing music professionally in a band,
more often than not the drums come out on top. As he explains:
It sounds cliché but it is so good to play. I just get that feeling that I don’t
want to do anything else. It’s why I practise so much. Even if it’s just for ten
minutes and the same songs over again, you do it one day and the next
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day you try it and it sounds a little bit better and
I get more and more hyped about it. I definitely
want to play music professionally in a band but
I’d be happy with session work. So long as I get
to play drums every day I would be very happy.

While it is difficult to imagine that this mildlyspoken young man could turn into a raving rebel
like Animal from the Muppets, Ezra does admit
that when the band play Led Zeppelin’s Moby
Dick (featuring a beast of a drum solo) he enjoys
Raising the Pharaohs album
his moment in the spotlight and becomes a ‘mad
cover designed by Mandy
thing’. This aspect of Ezra’s passion for the drums
Browne.
and his ability to thrash as well as play quite gently and sensitively in a prog
rock scenario is also witnessed in the two other bands he plays with: a
metal core band called Found in ashes and a technical death metal band
called Monachopsis. This may seem a surprising turn given the softer rock
he plays with Andy and his band but Ezra says he does not care what he
plays so long as ‘I can play it and I feel it. As long as it is interesting and
technical and I’m doing what I want.’
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A brilliant new talent
Andy Knott, who played with Def Leppard on tour from 1987 to 1989 as well
as Paul Weller, has many years’ experience as a session musician under
his belt. He is extremely complimentary about Ezra describing him as
‘unbelievable’, ‘a very quick learner, a lovely guy and he works hard’ and
sees a bright future in music ahead of him. He explains:
When he plays he makes me feel like I’m 18 again. I worry every time we
do a gig in case someone sees him and asks him to join the next Bon Jovi.
He could step into any rock band and do it, no shadow of a doubt.

Andy decided to leave session work to write his own music and form his
own band. In 2010 his partner died and he said his music was the only thing
that helped lift him up and get through. His major influences are guitarists
Joe Satriani and Jeff Beck. Andy has just finished his album Raising the
Pharaohs which he says has received positive feedback from Paul Weller,
Paul Jones (of Manfred Mann and BBC Radio 2’s rhythm and blues show)
and broadcaster Bob Harris.
Anyone wanting to watch Ezra play can see the band at their next gig at
The Crows Nest, in Glenfield Road, Leicester on Saturday, 17th September.
For more information visit www.facebook.com/Andyknottofficial
Dawn Kirby

Tracing ancestors: the hopes and the hurdles
Woodhouse Eaves’ resident Mark Temple shares the ups and downs of researching the
history of his family tree. Ed.

Apparently the BBC shelved a Who do you think you are? programme
featuring Michael Parkinson because his ancestors were ‘just too ordinary’.
Well, my own family tree contains few dignitaries which is not surprising
given the fact that in rural Lincolnshire most of my ancestors were either
farm labourers or village artisans. Going back over two hundred years there
is not a single entrepreneur, military hero or member of the landed gentry in
sight.
However, some amusing entries are to be found in the census returns.
Under ‘occupation’ in the 1881 census my three times grandmother, Ann
Hewitt ‘owned a mangle’ which I suspect is a quaint way of saying she was
a washer woman. Not very far up the social ladder I suspect but at least that
set her apart from the others in the street who didn’t own a mangle.
Looking at my father's side of the family I have managed to get back to
1720 only to find them living in the same street and village in which I was
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raised. Not an adventurous lot, the Temples, so having managed to escape
as far as Leicestershire I was considered well-travelled. It's poignant to think
that my brother, still in Coningsby, looks like being the last of the Temples
who go back two hundred years to the curiously-named Mabbott Temple.
Even switching to my maternal ancestors I am still safely in ‘yellow-belly’
(Lincolnshire) territory with most family lines for at least 250 years. The
Shaws of the Spilsby area and the Longlands of Oasby (near Grantham)
are two regions where my researches are presently focussed.
Family tales
There are several characters whose stories stick in my mind. My
grandmother Catherine Longland was one of nine children born to village
carrier Edward Longland and Mary-Ann Sharp in the hamlet of Aisby near
Grantham. Before she married in 1917 she was assistant cook at Belton
Rectory for the brother of Lord Brownlow who lived next door at Belton
House. Later she worked in the kitchens of the Bishops Palace when
Edward King was Bishop of Lincoln, some time between 1905 and 1910.
My grandmother's sister, Great Aunt Maggie married the Welby postman,
Fred Matthews, in 1912. A faded wedding photo shows my grandmother as
a bridesmaid along with another sister, Louisa (Lou). Later the couple had
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two daughters just before Fred joined the Post Office Rifles to fight in
France. Sadly, like many others, he never returned. Receiving the news that
Fred was ‘missing in action’ for months Maggie walked the round trip with
her two young girls in an old pram to wait on a hilltop overlooking Grantham
station just to see if the authorities had made a mistake and Fred would be
returning.

Great Aunt Louisa Longland from Aisby by a Leicester
tram c.1919.

Great Aunts Maggie Matthews and
Louisa Longland at a Silver Jubilee
street party in Leicester in 1977.

After the outbreak of war, Great Aunt Louisa went to work as a tram
conductress or ‘clippie’ firstly in Leicester and later down in London.
Apparently in 1920 while working at the Dorchester Hotel she became
pregnant. To hide her ‘disgrace’ this daughter was brought up by her elder
widowed-sister Maggie alongside her own daughters. Lou and Maggie were
inseparable in later years and the last photo I have of them shows them as
old ladies enjoying a street party off the Portway in Leicester at the time of
the Queen's Silver Jubilee in 1977.
Secretly I had always hoped to find a direct line into Lord Palmerston's
family at Stowe (yes, they were Temples) but I fear they belong to a loftier
tree.
Unexpected connections in Woodhouse Eaves
Several years ago, chatting to Pene Johnson in her shop on the corner of
Windmill Rise, having noticed my signature on a cheque, she revealed her
mother's surname was also Temple. Subsequently we compared family
trees. Unfortunately we couldn't identify any definite links although there
were some coinciding locations in both Lincolnshire and Yorkshire (so any
ambitions to move into Long Close were foiled!).
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With gaps to fill and ‘brick-walls’ to break through the task of researching
can be alleviated when you discover others researching into the same
names. So, imagine my delight when around six years ago, during a break
in rehearsals, my fellow Beacon Player, Amanda Hubbard, revealed she
was also looking at the surname ‘George’ in the Mexborough area of
Yorkshire. When she mentioned a three times great-aunt Sophia that we
had also discovered we knew we were researching the same family. So
now I'm expecting invites to Christmas dinner and anyone messing with my
‘cousin four times removed’ messes with me!
Mark Temple

‘You and Yours’ at the Local History Group
For the season’s final meeting in June, the Woodhouse and Woodhouse
Eaves Local History Group tried something a little different by inviting
members to bring an item of historical interest to share with the group; local
significance a bonus.
Twentieth century memorabilia
Stuart Tyler kicked off, talking about his
grandfather Henry Tyler’s involvement in the First
World War, bringing his campaign medals for
everyone to look at. Henry was a corporal in C
Squadron of the Leicestershire Yeomanry and his
commanding officer was Major Francis Martin of
The Brand. He served in France from his arrival in The trio of WWI medals,
nicknamed ‘Pip, Squeak and
Le Havre on 2nd November 1914 until
demobilisation in Cologne on 25th February 1919 Wilfred’.
with the rank of Squadron Quartermaster Sergeant.
An unscheduled item was introduced by Roger Berkeley, who read a copy
of the ‘Ulster Covenant’, signed by his grandfather on Ulster Day, 28th
September 1912. The Covenant was a ringing declaration of hostility to the
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proposed Home Rule Parliament in Ireland, and a solemn pledge to resist it
by all possible means.
Back to the 19th century
Tony Jarram grew up in the shadow of the former Garendon Road railway
bridge in Loughborough. This was situated on the former Charnwood Forest
Railway (known as ‘The Bluebell Line’ because the trackside was a mass of
bluebells in spring). Using the cast-iron bridge plate as a conversation
piece, Tony gave a brief history of the railway.
It was a little difficult for Paul Day to bring his ‘exhibit’. As a former mayor of
Charnwood, Paul spoke about Joseph Griggs, who became the first mayor
of Loughborough in November 1888 when the town became a municipal
borough. His lasting legacy to Loughborough was the Queen’s Memorial
Baths in Granby Street, donated to the town in 1898 and since converted to
house the Charnwood Museum.
As a complete contrast to the preceding talks,
Evelyn Brown brought three examples of
antique lace, setting them in their historical
context: 19th century Honiton bobbin lace,19th
century tape lace (a machine-made tape used
to form motifs linked by needle-worked stitches)
and a piece of 17th century Venetian gros point
needlepoint lace, made entirely by needle and
Part of a Honiton-lace edging to a
thread.
handkerchief.
Jim Matthews took us back to the beginning of the 19th century with a talk
concerning a poster, dated 10th July 1814, which was brought to a
Loughborough inn by the London to Manchester stage coach Defiance,
announcing that Napoleon Bonaparte had abdicated the throne of France.
Jim's father acquired the poster in 1964 from a Mrs Stenson of the former
Stenson's Brewery, Loughborough.
Ending in pre-history
Keith Randon rounded off the evening by describing how walking on fields
can deliver ‘historical’ material. Most is stone or ceramic, and images of two
Mesolithic and several Neolithic stone items were shown. Pictures of two
items of pottery, one from the Roman period and one from the 13/14 th
century were also shown.
All of the items discussed during the evening were on display for the
audience to examine except, of course, the long-departed Joseph Griggs.
Woodhouse and Woodhouse Eaves Local History Group
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Keeping healthy eyes in sight
They may be ‘the windows to the soul’ but Woodhouse Eaves’ pharmacist Zainab
Master suggests that many of us could take better care of our eyes. National Eye
Health Week is coming up and Oakwood Pharmacy, in Main Street, will have some
educational and promotional information available to residents in support of the national
campaign. Ed.

National Eye Health Week will take place from 19th to 25th September and
it aims to promote the importance of eye health and the need for regular
sight tests for all. According to the charity Vision Matters, 1.8 million people
in the UK are living with sight loss and for 53 per cent of these, a simple eye
test and spectacles could really help.
When we compare the time we spend on the regular upkeep of our eyes
with what we do to care for our skin – and the comparative essential
function of our eyes, the difference is stark. Yet a malfunction of the skin,
although inconvenient would not be as detrimental to our quality of life, as
would the total failure of eye function. Losing vision changes lives beyond
recognition so being aware of how to take care of these spherical wonders
to ensure that we continue to love life in all its light and colour is absolutely
logical.
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Some simple steps to care for the eyes
Here are a few tips on how to keep your eyes healthy.
1. Regular sight tests. Not only will these detect disparities in vision but
also the existence of other conditions such as glaucoma (the build-up of
pressure within the eye) as well as diabetes and issues with blood
pressure.
2. Diet. Antioxidants can help to prevent retinal damage and lutein is known
to be particularly beneficial. Foods recommended for eye health include
broad leaf greens such as the famous healthy superstar kale and
spinach, bright-coloured fruit and vegetables such as sweetcorn, carrots,
sweet peppers and oranges, oily fish such as salmon, tuna and
mackerel which contain omega-3 fatty acids, broccoli and eggs.
3. Exercise. Regular exercise ensures suppleness in the body and
discourages the narrowing and hardening of the arteries, which can in
turn affect the eyes. In addition, regular exercise discourages the
affliction or severity of symptoms of conditions such as problems with
blood pressure and diabetes which can highly affect retinal health.
4. Alcohol. Excessive consumption of alcohol can lead to serious health
problems that can affect eye health.
5. Smoking. After ageing, this is the biggest risk factor for macular
degeneration (loss of central vision). Smoking also increases the risk of
developing cataracts (which are changes in the lens of the eye making it
less transparent).
6. Sun. The importance of protecting your eyes from the sun should not be
underestimated. Looking directly at the sun should be avoided at all
times. Sunglasses bearing the CE mark are recommended as this
ensures that they provide the right level of ultraviolet protection.
7. Rest. Try the 20-20 rule. If you spend a lot of time on a computer or
focusing on any one thing, you can sometimes forget to blink, and the
eyes become fatigued. Every 20 minutes look away about 20 feet in
front of you for 20 seconds. This can help to reduce eyestrain.
While many of us use our eyes to highlight our facial assets by primping
with mascara, preening by eyeliner and shading by eye shadow, remember
that they are also the providers of one of our all important five senses. They
make us look pretty but taking care of them so that we can continue to
appreciate the beauty around us too makes perfectly clear sense.
For more information visit www.visionmatters.org.uk and www.nei.nih.gov
Zainab Master
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Codeword
A codeword is like a crossword puzzle, but the letters in the grid have been replaced by
numbers. Each number represents a letter of the alphabet and all 26 letters are
present. As in any crossword, the words used can include proper nouns and even
common phrases. Can you solve the puzzle? We have given you some letters to help
you get started. The solution can be found on page 32. (Andy Thomson)
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September and October in the Cottage Garden
It’s been a strange summer in the garden this year. I find it interesting how
subtle changes in the seasons and the weather can cause shifts which have
quite profound influences on how plants grow and fare. A cool spring shifted
the start of the growing season to later in the year, which was followed by a
spell of monsoon-like rain in the middle of the season and then warm
temperatures which sent plants shooting up to new heights. As a
consequence both flowers and fruit have been quite poor, sacrificed as
plants put all their energy into growing huge.
These changes seem to have also affected wildlife in the garden too. I
haven’t seen as many bees, which is worrying given their already dwindling
numbers. Although I have had the usual plague of cabbage white butterflies
on the brassicas in the vegetable garden, there has been a noticeable
absence of other species this year. This seemingly deadly combination of a
sunless summer, cool spring and mild winter could well have made 2016 a
terrible year for pollinating insects like bees and butterflies. With the season
almost over, we begin to tidy up the garden and plan for a better season
next year.
The flower garden
September is the month to start tidying up and preparing for both the winter
ahead and the next year. As well as clearing away dying annuals and
tidying spent perennials, there is also propagating to be done to ensure you
have more of those plants you love for next year.
Remove any dying annuals from flower borders to make way for spring
bedding and bulbs. Any half-hardy perennials will need lifting and bringing
into the greenhouse when colder nights are forecast. Now is the time to
plant out spring bedding plants including forget-me-nots, pansies and
wallflowers, making sure you fork over the ground before planting. It is also
time to plant spring flowering bulbs such as crocus, fritillaries and other
dwarf bulbs into lawns or under deciduous trees. Take a handful of bulbs
and scatter, then plant them where they lie. This will produce a more natural
look. Autumn bedding can be used to fill baskets and planters to add a
splash of late colour to the garden.
Once October arrives and the threat of frost is imminent, it is time for me to
store my collection of dahlias. I often get asked about the best way to overwinter dahlia tubers. The traditional method is to lift, dry and then wrap them
in newspaper and store them in a dry place. I grow my dahlias in pots which
I place around the garden and in the flower borders. Therefore I tend to
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keep the tubers in the pots in which I grow them. Having cut back any
foliage, I then either repot the tubers or cover them with a generous layer of
compost. They then sit in the greenhouse over the winter. It is important not
to water them at all until the first growth begins to appear in spring.
The vegetable garden
Although there is still much to harvest in the vegetable garden, September
is the month to start tidying up, prepare for the winter ahead and plan for
next season. Clear away any crops that have finished producing such as
stumps of cabbage or pea crops and fork over the beds. Save the seeds
from those varieties runner and climbing beans and tomatoes that you have
enjoyed to sow next spring. Now is the time to plant out garlic in milder
areas or plant garlic bulbs in pots to transplant later. Also sow broad beans
and hardy peas for early crops next year. Other seeds to be sowing this
month include spring cabbage, winter radish, spinach and winter lettuces.
Check fruit such as apples, pears and plums regularly and pick as soon as
they ripen. Finish pruning trained forms of apple and pear trees such as
cordons and espaliers. Prune out blackberry canes that have borne fruit and
tie in new shoots to supports. Make sure that autumn flowering blackberries
and raspberries are covered with netting to protect them from hungry birds.
It is also time to take hardwood cuttings from fruit bushes such as blueberry
and gooseberry. Dig up strawberry runners and plant up in pots.
Lift and dry main crop potatoes and onions and store in a sack in a cool, dry
place. Continue to harvest crops such as sweet corn, beans and marrows. If
you are brave enough to grow asparagus the end of September is the time
to cut down the foliage to soil level.
The end of the month is also time to dig up and store carrots. Make sure all
remaining crops that may be susceptible to frost such as pumpkin, and
squash are harvested before the end of the month. Those beds that have
been forked over can be sown with a green manure which can be dug into
the ground in the spring.
Jo Poultney
Codeword Solution
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The last word
Family dog contract
Owning a pet can teach children
many important life lessons but the
danger is that it can be a novelty for
a few weeks before they move onto
the next fad, leaving the parents to
care for it. One wily dad has shared
on social media website Reddit the
tactics he used to make sure his
children took their responsibility
seriously. When they pestered him
for a dog he drew up and made
them sign a ‘Family Dog Contract’.
Among the 13 terms of the contract
was ‘Dad never has to pick up dog
poop. Ever. The dog’s poop is
picked up at least three times per
week by children to dad’s
satisfaction’. There is a clause to
say that the dog will not ‘slobber’ as
those type of dogs are ‘gross’ and if
dad decides the dog smells a child
has to bathe it within 24 hours.
Finally, and most importantly, the
13th rule was that ‘the kids promise
to never fall out of love with the dog
or get bored with it. All parties agree
that the dog is primarily the kids’
responsibility for its entire life.’
And it appears to have worked. Two
weeks after the contract was signed
the family bought a small threeyear-old dog from a shelter and two
years later, the kids (now aged 12,
13 and 15) still do everything to
care for their dog –
www.telegraph.co.uk, 28th July
2016.
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An ATM of ‘mood deposits’
A new type of ATM has popped up
in Whangarei, New Zealand which
is more interested in how people
feel rather than their bank balance.
The Moodbank is a machine which
asks people to make a ‘deposit’ by
sharing how they are feeling (there’s
a list of more than 1,000 emotions
to choose from) and this information
is to be used to analyse the overall
mood of the city. It is the brainchild
of artist Vanessa Crowe and it has
been brought to the city by Together
Tahi to encourage residents to talk
community issues ahead of their
local elections –
www.nzherald.co.nz, 3rd August
2016.
Proposed slug hour
Slugs can be a gardener’s worst
nightmare but the Norwegian’s
Socialist Left Party has really taken
against the slimy creatures calling
for the implementation of a ‘Slug
Hour’. The idea is that Norwegians
would set aside an hour twice a
year to pick up and dispose of
invasive Spanish slugs. This type of
slug eats everything from plants to
decaying animal remains. The party
said it is confident it would work
especially as a scheme in southern
Norway in 2012 offering people 200
Norwegian krone per kilogram of
dead slugs collected received an
enthusiastic response –
www.bbc.co.uk, 2nd August 2016.
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Contributions to Roundabout
We publish items of interest to the communities of Woodhouse and
Woodhouse Eaves, such as news of local events, groups and businesses
in accordance with the editorial policy (see inside front cover). We can write
up people’s stories for those who prefer to talk, rather than write. We do not
publish notices of births, deaths or marriages. We aim to keep most articles
under 800 words.
Format: electronic copy in ‘Word’, using ‘Arial’ font, is most useful, although
we accept handwritten items that are legible.
Pictures are welcome: digital if you have them, otherwise prints.
What’s on: brief notification of events in the ‘What’s on’ schedule is free.
Send event details to Roundabout at the email address below. Please note
that we normally include only ‘in parish’ events, may abbreviate the details
and are not obliged to include all items submitted.
Adverts: requests for further publicity, even for charities, incur a charge per
issue of £9.50 for a quarter page or £22.00 for a half page. We do not
normally accept full-page adverts. Contact the advertising managers,
Amanda and Andrew Garland, on (01509) 890 839 or via the Roundabout
email address given below.
Copy deadline: Submissions to the November 2016 issue should be sent in
by Monday, 10th October. Send any material for Roundabout via email to
roundabout@woodhouse-eaves.co.uk or via a member of the editorial and
production team.
October (continued from back cover)
Wed 12
7.30
Leics.&Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Rivers: Village Hall,
source to the sea’, wildlife
£2.50 member,
photographer Jack Perks
£3 visitor
th
Wed 19
7.30
WI, ‘Coco Chanel’, Julie Ede. Comp:
Village Hall
Unusual perfume bottle
Thu 20th 5.3
Woodhouses Garden Club’s trip to
Meet at Village
Bluebell Arboretum in Ashby (see
Hall car park
advert on p.26)
Sun 23rd 10.00 – Apple Day, featuring free apple
Orchard, Lower
4.00
pressing and games and activities
Broombriggs
th
Mon 24
7.30
The Friends of Charnwood Forest,
Village Hall, £3
‘The National Memorial Arboretum’,
non-member
Roger Hailwood
th
Wed 26
7.30
Film show, Florence Foster Jenkins
Tickets £4 from
starring Meryl Streep, Hugh Grant.
newsagent
Light refreshments or BYO
Check for more local event details at: www.woodhouse-eaves.co.uk/
th
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What’s on in September and October
rd

Sat

3

Sun

4th

Mon
Mon

5th
12th

Tue

13th

2.00 –
onward
2.00 –
4.30
7.00
7.30
10.00 –
12.00

Wed 14th

7.30

Thu

15th

7.30

Sun

18th

10.00 –
12.30

Mon

19th

7.30

Wed 21st

9.45

Wed 21st

7.30

Sun

25th

Wed 28th

10.00 –
4.00
7.30

Sun

2nd

Mon
Sat

3rd
8th

11.00 –
4.00
7.00
7.00

Mon

10th

7.30

September
Woodhouse Eaves Horticultural and
Craft Show
Sunday Funday and Annual Sports
Day with stalls (see advert on p.33)
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting.
Local History Group, ‘Life on a Tudor
manor’, Alison Coates
Loughborough RSPB group’s wildlife
walk. For more contact
bobmudge@btinternet.com
Leics.&Rutland Wildlife Trust, ‘Rangers
without borders’, Charles Etoru
Woodhouses Garden Club, ‘Presents
from the garden; preserving, demonstration & tasting’. (See ad. p.26)
History tour of Beaumanor Hall
including parts of WW2 listening post.
To book call (01509) 890 119
The Friends of Charnwood Forest,
‘Calke Abbey: History and gardens,
echoes of the past’, Celia Sanger
Leicestershire Footpath Association
seven to eight-mile circular walk. For
more call 01455 822 150
WI, ‘Creating business opportunities
for women in Uganda’, Alison Rockett.
Comp: recycled jewellery
Abbey Fairs’ Art Deco and Art
Nouveau fair

Village Hall and
Annexe
Old Vicarage,
Church Hill
Village Hall
Methodist Ch.,
£3 visitor
Lower Beacon
car park
Village Hall,
£2.50 member,
£3 visitor
New Building,
£3 visitor
Beaumanor
Hall, £6 pp.
Village Hall, £3
non-member
Meet at Curzon
Arms
Village Hall
Beaumanor
Hall, adult £3,
child free
Tickets £4 from
newsagent

Film show, Brooklyn starring Saoirse
Ronan, Julie Waters, 12A, 1h 45m.
Light refreshments or BYO
October
Woodhouse Eaves Scarecrow Festival Guides from
Village Hall
Woodhouse Parish Council meeting
Village Hall
Quiz night and fish and chip supper for Village Hall,
St Paul’s Church (see advert on p.33) £9.50
Local History Group, ‘Piracy on the
Methodist Ch.,
high seas’, Tim Oaten
£3 visitor

Continued inside back cover

