8. Broombriggs Farm. A new community orchard is

Woodhouse Eaves

planned here and a larch tree (a deciduous conifer)
can be seen behind the information board. Follow

Tree Trail

the main bridleway and go through the second gate
& stile on the left through woodland to the top of
Windmill Hill. Along the way look out for younger

A 2 mile (3km) walk around the village to
explore and appreciate our ‘treescape’.

hazel, guelder rose, wild cherry, rowan, field maple
and dogwood among the established gorse bushes,

1. Start at the Village Hall. How do the hawthorn

holly, oaks and Scots pines with their pinkish bark.

and rowan trees in the car park find water?!

You may even spot wild raspberries and hazelnuts!

2. Public footpath. Look for the red maple in the

9. Windmill Hill. Near the top, find an oak tree

playground and many different types of tree in the

near a bench. Measure the spread of the branches

hedge. Hazel is often coppiced (cut regularly) to
produce many thin stems for basket-weaving,

Looking back over Broombriggs Farm

hurdle fences, walking sticks, thatching spars or
charcoal. An old oak towers above the hedge.

5. Tuckett Rd. Explore the different textures of
bark on cherries, silver birches and maples here.
Trees are tagged to identify and care for them.
Further up the hill, the bark of an oak has healed
over a wound. Bark protects the tree from injury,
disease, extreme heat or cold and insect pests.
3. Windmill Rise. A large bracket fungus is
growing in a hole on the huge beech where a branch
is missing. Find cones under the 6 tall pine trees.
4. Main St. The gnarled, old cherry tree needed
some support. Yews frame the Baptist Church.

6. ‘The Green’. Look for old stumps in the line of
the hedge and a horse-chestnut with 3 trunks.
7. Beacon Road. Enjoy the old oaks lining the road
and views across to the trees on Beacon Hill.

in paces. The root system spreads out at least as
far as the branches. Most roots grow in the top
layer of soil as they need oxygen. Oaks also have a
deeper vertical tap root. A mature oak needs
around 225 litres (about 50 gallons) of water a day.
Look for tree roots on the surface as you climb to
the windmill. Enjoy the views over the trees.

The drooping
View from Windmill Hill

branches of great
beeches shade the
path. Husks of
‘mast’ cover the
ground, these
contained the nutty
seeds enjoyed by
birds and squirrels.

Black pine

13. Church Hill.
Look left and right
to admire two horse chestnuts. In the churchyard
Sycamore trees line the path down from the

are beeches, Scots pine and two limes with

windmill and fallen logs have been left for beetles

characteristic ‘burrs’ and leaf shoots low on the

and other invertebrates.

trunk, the first is a small-leaved lime or linden.

10. Mill Road. Ornamental trees line the road,

Compare the size and shape of the leaves with its

maples, lilac, copper beech and a fine variegated

neighbour.

sycamore (Leopoldii). Variegated leaves are caused

Clipped yews line the path to the church. Yew was

by a mutation in the cells and can’t photosynthesise

used to make longbows, as the wood is strong and

as well as completely green leaves. They may also

flexible. They were planted in churchyards as this

be protected from damage by insects, which think

was often the only place where animals couldn’t

they’re diseased so don’t lay eggs on them! At the

eat them. All parts of a yew are poisonous, but

T-junction cross carefully to Victoria Road.

birds eat the red, fleshy part of the berry

11. Victoria Road. Look for the line of 6 tall lime

without digesting the poisonous seed inside. Yews

trees with heart-shaped leaves.

are the longest lived European plant and can grow

12. Footpath. Trees seen from the path include

to be thousands of years old.

apple, silver birch, sycamore, weeping willow, the
tall, straight Lombardy poplar, Scots pine,

14. Back to the Village Hall. Keep your eyes

mountain ash, holly and a large overhanging black

peeled and enjoy the roadside trees on the way.

pine. Look for pairs of long ‘needle’ leaves on the
ground or hard woody cones which contain seeds.
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Look out for these leaf shapes on your walk.

