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WOODHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL 
Trustee for the King George's Field, Woodhouse Eaves [Charity No. 1087237] 

 
Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

held in the Village Hall, Woodhouse Eaves on Monday 30 September 2019 at 18:30 
 

Present: 
Mr P Searancke, Chair 
Mr J Horne 
Mrs R Barrington 
Mr T Sault 
Mr C Bennett 
Mr R Thomas 
 

 

In attendance: 
 

Ms A Irving, Clerk to the Council 
Mrs E Rowley, Responsible Finance Officer 
 
Mr and Mrs Mervyn Greenhalgh, 
representing Woodhouse Eaves Scout 
Group 

 
 

19/80 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Mr Pole had sent his apologies for absence owing to illness 
Mrs Taylor had sent her apologies for absence owing to personal business 
Mr Simpson had sent his apologies owing to personal business 

 
19/81 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY & PERSONAL INTERESTS & ANY DISPENSATIONS 

The Clerk approved dispensations for all Members because, although all members had an 
interest in the matter to be discussed, without a dispensation no decisions could be taken. 

 
19/82 TRANSFER OF THE ANNEXE TO THE WOODHOUSE EAVES SCOUT GROUP 

 
RESOLVED 

To approve in principle a draft Heads of Terms document to be used as a basis for a future 
agreement with the Scouts over use of the Annexe; and subsequently to replace the building with 
a new one. 
 
Background 
In 2017, the Scout Group had been awarded a prize from the Shanly Foundation for a design for 
an ideal scout hut.  As the Scout Group had been unable to source a piece of land on which to 
build a new hut, with appropriate conditions, they had asked the Council as trustee for the King 
George’s Field charity, if it would be possible to replace the Annexe with a newbuilding to their 
winning design. 
 
Earlier in 2019 they had supplied a draft Heads of Terms document [recirculated with the agenda 
for this meeting] which laid out their wishes for use and control of the new building. A new 
working group had been created comprising members of the Woodhouse Eaves Scout Group 
and cllrs Mrs Barrington, Mr Bennett, Mr Horne, Mr Searancke and Mr Sault, who had been 
asked to report back to the October council meetings. 
 
Scout representatives had contacted the council Chair to inform him that the Shanly Foundation 
meeting scheduled for 4 October 2019 would need assurance of progress between council and 
scout negotiations or risk losing the offer of the award. Therefore, and extraordinary council 
meeting had been called by the chair. 
 
Discussion 
 
Members discussed the following issues: 

• The need for non-exclusive use of the building 

• Arrangements for booking the premises 

• Responsibilities for cleaning  

• Priorities for different user groups and who would decide these 

• The need for legal advice to the council [in progress] 

• The ability of the Scout group to fund the lettings fees  
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• Responsibility for maintenance 

• Responsibility for the costs of maintenance 

• Arrangements if the Scout group disbanded and/or the building reached its end of life 

• Promotion of the building as a venue 

• Membership of the management group – to include two councillors and one unconnected 
& independent member 

• Loss of income for the King George’s Field charity 

• Loss and transfer of the Annexe existing user groups 

• Removal of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 restrictions  

 
RESOLVED 
 
To accept, in principle, the proposed Heads of Terms, subject to the changes discussed in 
this meeting. A revised Heads of Terms document would be submitted to the Scout Group 
by 4 October. 
 
Further discussions and negotiations to be undertaken by a working group of the 
council/charity/scout group comprising the following: 
 
Council/Charity:  
Mr Peter Searancke [Chair], Mrs Rebecca Barrington, Mr Tim Sault 
 
Scout Group:  
Mrs Sarah Waterland, Mrs Sharon Abdool-Rassoul, Mr Mervyn & Mrs Lynne Greenhalgh 
 

 
The meeting closed at 19:20 
 
 

CHAIR 


