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WOODHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL 
Trustee for the King George's Field, Woodhouse Eaves [Charity No. 1087237] 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council 
held in the Village Hall, Woodhouse Eaves on Monday 5 March 2018 

 
 

Present: 
Mrs J Martin, Chair 
Mr L Pole, Vice-Chair 
Mr S Tyler 
Mrs J Taylor 
Mr J Horne 
Mr P Searancke 
Mrs R Barrington 
Mr R Thomas 
Ms A Johnson 
 

In attendance: 
 

Ms A Irving, Clerk to the Council 
Mrs E Rowley, Responsible Finance Officer 
 

Borough Cllr D Snartt 
County Cllr D Taylor 
 

6 members of the public [part] including the 
Chair and representatives from the 
Horticultural Show Committee; and the 
Chair of St Paul’s School Governors 

 

Before the meeting around 90 local people attended a presentation from Cerda Planning of Sutton Coldfield who 
had circulated brief details that day of a proposed housing development of 45-55 dwellings on farm land 
adjacent to 124 Maplewell Road. The company was engaged in pre-application discussions with the Local 
Planning Authority. The parish council Chair informed those present that, when the parish council was informed 
of a formal planning application, it would then advertise a public meeting and consider the application as usual at 
a council meeting. Details of the proposal are at http://maplewellroad.com/  

17/126 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

All Members were present 
 

 

17/127 DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND PERSONAL INTERESTS & ANY 
DISPENSATIONS 

Mrs Martin declared a personal and pecuniary interest in planning applications 
17/1667, 18/0137 and 18/0184 as she was the owner  

Mrs Taylor declared a personal interest in planning application 18/0306 as she was a 
neighbour 

Mr Pole declared a personal interest in planning application n18/0306 as he was a 
neighbour 

 

 

17/128 POLICE AND NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH MATTERS 
Following a resident’s complaint about a particularly noisy motorcycle early morning, 
police had identified and spoken to the owner.  
 

Mr Snartt informed the meeting that he had received a response from the Charnwood 
Police Commander about further co-operation with Woodhouse & Woodhouse Eaves 
Neighbourhood Watch. PCSOs would soon have access to a new website that they 
could use to better inform local NHW groups.  Mr Snartt said that Mr Greenhalgh had 
been informed and that officers had made several visits to discuss the matter with him. 

Following the meeting Mr Greenhalgh had shared an encouraging email from the 
Charnwood Police Commander; and had been pleased to see the enthusiasm of the 
new PCSO Tom Barker and Neighbourhood Police Officer Rachel Chapman. 
 

 

17/129 REPORT FROM BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
County Cllr Taylor gave her report.   

• She had been appointed as deputy chair of the Children and Families Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee on 5 March. Cllr Taylor urged everyone to respond to the 
Early Years consultation - see https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-

children/early-help-review which ends on 22 April. 

• The County Council budget had been agreed on 21 February and included a 
precept rise which comprised an average Band D council tax increase of 2.99% 
plus 3% for adult social care making a total of 5.99% or around £6 per month - see 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/news/budget-balances-savings-and-investment  

• The cabinet would discuss the proposed closure of Maplewell Hall School 
residential accommodation on 9 March, and Cllr Taylor would speak to ask Leics 
CC to fund the school an additional £17,900 to allow the school to keep the facility 
open until Spring 2019; and to delay the Statutory Notice to close from September 
2018 to Spring 2019 - see http://council.webcast.vualto.com/leicestershire-county-

council/home/?EventId=22654  

 

http://maplewellroad.com/
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/early-help-review
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/early-help-review
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/news/budget-balances-savings-and-investment
http://council.webcast.vualto.com/leicestershire-county-council/home/?EventId=22654
http://council.webcast.vualto.com/leicestershire-county-council/home/?EventId=22654
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• Cllr Taylor explained that Highways officers had been unable to fund an extension 
to yellow lines going up Maplewell Road. Budget constraints means that only third-
party funds could make this possible [approx. £7,500]. However, the pre-
application negotiations for housing further up the road might mean that funds from 
the development would provide enough. 

Cllr Snartt reported. 

• Cllr Snartt had called in some planning applications for determination by a Plans 
Committee e.g. P/18/0072/2 on Main Street. 

• He had discussed the Nursing Home S106 agreement with officers and reminded 
other officers about the repairs needed for the lighting along the path between The 
Curzon Arms and Bird Hill Road. In response to a Member’s question, Mr Snartt 
explained that all ward councillors could ask for particular planning applications to 
be heard by a Plans Committee, although the majority are now determined by 
officers. 

The Chair thanked both councillors for their reports. 
 

17/130 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

Mrs Winston spoke on behalf of the Annual Horticultural Show Committee, which had 
decided to offer to fund around 10-20 summer hanging baskets this year along Main 
Street at a cost of £55 per basket including filling and fitting to street light columns, in 
conjunction with the May Day Challenge Committee. If the council was willing to 
consider adopting the baskets afterwards, she was sure that there would be volunteers 
willing to refill and maintain them. In response to questions from Members, Mrs 
Winston agreed that several could be located in Woodhouse, perhaps near the 
community hall and at the entrance to the road to Beaumanor. 
 

In principle, the council had earlier resolved to go ahead with a hanging basket 
scheme; and would be willing to contribute to it in future if required. It was possible that 
local business might also sponsor some in future years. 
 

Highways insist that columns are tested and the Clerk had requested a list of columns 
which might need testing [there is a 3-year cycle], and at what cost. Insurance would 
also be checked. The hanging baskets company would need the order by the end of 
March. The Show Committee would help to choose which columns. 
 

Mr Whitmore asked the Council to consider developing a neighbourhood plan. 
Attendance at the presentation immediately before the council meeting indicated a 
need for such a plan and the Growth Strategy, if approved, would make the existing 
Charnwood Local Plan redundant. The community had already published material that 
would assist the process, if updated. Mr Whitmore had spoken to Charnwood planners, 
who had offered their support and grants were available to fund the work. Mr Whitmore 
expressed his view that Woodhouse Eaves should produce its own plan rather than 
combine with neighbouring councils and that he believed that volunteers would be 
forthcoming. 
 

The Chair explained that the council had considered this matter and would hold further 
discussions before deciding to go ahead.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 

17/131 MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 5 FEBRUARY 2018 
The Minutes of the meeting on 5 February were confirmed and signed  
 

 

17/132 ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
The Clerk reported  

• Licences: revisions to the licence for the permissive path to St Paul’s School was 
being considered by Leics CC. In discussion with Chair of Governors, Mr Dean, 
Members felt that further work was needed to clarify responsibilities for path 
maintenance, which had never been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties 
concerned. Therefore, the Council decided to withdraw the license presently, and 
resubmit it with alterations regarding who is responsible for the maintenance and 
gritting. The notice about responsibilities on the Annexe building would be altered. 
Mr Dean asked to be kept informed. 

• The Cricket Club licence had not yet been finalised. 

• The Tree Warden’s tree had been purchased and was awaiting a contractor’s visit 
to plant it on the car park in place of one that had been felled  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 
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• Maplewell Road waiting restrictions – yellow lines extension: County Cllr Taylor 
had reported – see Minute 17/129 above. 

 

17/133 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

Council RESOLVED 
 

[a] To note payment of the following accounts for previously agreed or delegated 
expenditure: 
 
 

2Commune – Website & email hosting, support & annual 
license 2018/19 

525.00 

DCK Accounting Solutions – 3 months payroll 75.00 

ICO – data protection register – annual renewal 2018/19 35.00 

Lustrum – Public Toilet Cleaning – February 345.83 

PWLB – Final loan repayment 17083.25 

RFO – printer ink 28.00 

Salaries  959.91 
 

[b] To receive details of council and charity income at 22 February 2018 

Council - none 

Charity - £4047.50 
  

[c] To receive Financial reports, agreed with Mr Pole:  
 

• The monthly bank reconciliation at 22 February 

• The monthly reconciliation of accounts at 22 February 
 

[d] To note that the final repayment had been made to the Public Works Loan Board 
for the loan towards the cost of the King George V room [the new building]. The 
Chair thanked Mrs Rowley, Responsible Finance Officer. The PWLB had not 
applied a final payment levy. 

 
 

 

17/134 PROPERTY MATTERS 

Council RESOLVED  

To approve acquisition of the iconic Listed Grade II red telephone kiosk in Woodhouse. 
The had agreed to hand this over to the Council. The PC had approved its purchase 
from BT for £1 in 2015, but the Community Heartbeat Trust had bought it. The Trust 
had agreed to its adoption by this council. Insurance would cost an extra £12.04 from 
the renewal date in October. Maintenance would include cleaning, repainting, window 
repairs, and electricity.  Thieves had tried to remove the kiosk on 22 February. A local 
resident who was suspicious had taken a photo of a vehicle registration number that 
had subsequently been widely circulated.  
 

The Clerk was asked to explore removal of the kiosk from its current location to a place 
outside the Community Hall. If moved, it could be used for other purposes, including 
the previously approved defibrillator.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actions: 
Clerk 

17/135 PARISH PLAN ISSUES 

Council RESOLVED 

To ask LCC Highways to retest some lighting columns for the pole-mounted speed 
indicator device. The cost would be approx. £35-£45 per column.  
 

 

 

Action: 
Clerk 

17/136 CORRESPONDENCE AND PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

Council RESOLVED 
 

[a] To respond to the Leicester and Leicestershire Growth Plan with comments on:  

i the proposal for a trunk road to connect the A46 with the M1 that would need 
additional housing in unspecified districts to help fund it;  

ii a lack of plans for sustainable travel alternatives and other options that might 
alleviate congestion in the south of the City; 

ii the proposal for increased tourism which, when added to a similar proposal in the 
Charnwood Forest Regional Park plans, would add to congestion around 
‘honeypot’ sites in this parish and in neighbouring parishes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Action: 
Clerk 
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[b] To note  

Charnwood BC - Social media workshops for small business - Displayed 
Friends of Charnwood Forest  - Newsletter - Displayed 
Moss’s Solicitors - Newsletter 
NHS - Better Care Together Bulletin - Sent to Roundabout editors 
Police - Anti burglary advice - Displayed 
Police - Details of dedicated church heritage watch officers  

 
 
 

[c] To note items from residents and actions taken 
 

Bird Hill path to/from Curzon - lights still out - CBC reminded 
Bradgate Nursing Home S106 and P/17/2241/2 application queries - Acknowledged 

Deans Lane – Request for Take Litter Home signage – CBC approved 
Deans Lane seat - request for preservative - Woodland Trust care for it to 2019 
Grit bin refill request - LCC contacted 
Gullies blocked - Church Hill - LCC contacted 
Query about a planning application & S106 agreement - Supplied 
Query re process for considering planning applications - Supplied 
Red telephone kiosk potential theft - Details obtained; reported to police & others 
State of Bull's Head fountain - Responded with update 
 

17/137 PLANNING MATTERS  

Council RESOLVED 

[a] To note planning-related correspondence 
 

Charnwood Forest Regional Park Stakeholders - Update and workshops Feb 
2018. Heritage Warden Dr Kate Moore had attended - see March Roundabout 

 

North West Leics – Local Plan consultation on revision areas  
 

[b] To note responses to planning applications 
 

18/0137 Longdale Cottage, Brand Lane - Replace window with door to south 
east elevation and 2 roof lights too south west elevation of dwelling 
No objection 

18/0184 Longdale Cottage, Brand Lane - Internal ground floor alterations to 
convert lounge to open plan kitchen/diner, boot room to shower room & 
kitchen to boot/utility room.  Replace window with door to south east 
elevation & insert 2 roof lights too south west elevation. (Listed Building 
Consent) 
No objection 

18/0201 24 Hangingstone Farm, Brook Road - change of use from agricultural 
barn to dwelling  
Resident’s comments sent in on state of Brook Road near to junction  

2018/REG3Mi/0019/LCC - Beaumanor Hall solar panels - variation to condition 2 - 
No objection 

17/2512 Grange Lodge, Brand lane – re-consultation [garage removed]  

Fully support the parish tree warden comments, which cover the 
relevant issues. Over development in a rural location 

 

[c] To note planning decisions granted 
 

17/1667         Barn Farm, Maplewell Road – Erection of one dwelling following 
demolition [Outline application]. 

 

17/1951 26 Hill Rise - 1.5 front extension, 2 storey side extension, 2 storey 
rear extension including under croft parking.  Alterations to roof 
including 3 roof lights to front and 3 dormer windows to rear to create 
2nd floor accommodation.  Creation of additional vehicular access 
and hard surfacing.  

17/2237 10 Lady Martin Drive - tree pruning [amended]  
 

TPO Confirmed - 291 Forest Road - 2 individual [Oak & Ash] and 2 groups  
 

[d] To note new applications for information only 
 

18/0244 260 Forest Road - fell 1 Juniper tree [Cons Area]   

18/0258 4 Paterson Drive - pollard 3 Ash & reduce height of 2 Holly [Cons Area]   
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18/0306        Valley Cottage, School Lane - Fell1 Prunus (T1), Reduce 1 Prunus (T2), 
Reduce 1 Hazel to 3m, Lift crown of 1 Ash to 4m (T4) & 1 Chestnut to 
3m (T5), Reduce & reshape 1 Apple (T6) and Reshape x1 Willow tree 
(T7) [Cons Area] 

17/138 ANNUAL PARISH [ELECTORS] MEETING 2018 change of date 

Council RESOLVED 

To call the meeting for Monday 14 May at the earlier time of 18:30 and, if possible to 
include this in the May issue of Roundabout. 

If the Roundabout team were agreeable, the Council’s Annual Report would also 
appear in the May issue. Its deadline would be 10 April. 
 

 

 

Action: 
Clerk & 
Cllrs 

17/139 TIMING OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Council RESOLVED  

To approve the earlier start time of 18:45 for council meetings from May 2018. As the 
Charity meeting follows on, an earlier start would help to ensure an earlier finish.  
 

 

 

Action: 
Clerk 

17/140 REMEMBRANCE EVENTS 2018 

Council RESOLVED to create a working party to manage the 2018 event, in 
commemoration of the end of World War 1 and in view of recent highways and security 
services advice. If possible, the working party would comprise representatives from 
former members of the Armed Services, British Legion, parish councillors, and 
community groups. Charnwood BC and Highways had advised that outline plans 
should be submitted in April, several months before deadlines in previous years. 
 

 

 

 

Action: 
Clerk 

17/141 ANY OTHER MATTERS TO NOTE OR FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 

The Chair thanked the Horticultural Show committee for making and installing a bench 
in the Main Street bus shelter, which appeared to be well-used.  

The Chair paid tribute to Cllr Tyler, who had written to announce his retirement from 
the council at the end of April after 13 years as a Member. He had also given his 
apologies for absence from the April meeting owing to other business, which meant 
that this was his last appearance as a councillor. The resignation would be officially 
recorded at the next meeting. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 20:40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIR 


